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DEDICATION 


THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO MY BELOVED LORD RAM 


I dedicate this Book to Lord Sri Ram who is my dearest of dear, most beloved, the 
essence of my life and being, and for whom, and for whose pleasure, and on whose 
behest, and on whose divine mission, this book is dedicated. 

Nothing that I write is of my own creation. It is the Lord who is getting it done. 
So I deserve no credit. However, being an ordinary man like the rest of us, I may have 
committed errors, and for those I beg forgiveness. I hope this book will help to continue 
the great tradition of singing the glories of the different aspects of same indivisible one 
Divinity in order to meet diverse needs of the Soul, the Spirit, one such being to find 
peace and happiness amidst the surrounding turmoil of the world by being able to spend 
some time in the thoughts of the Divine Being, the same ‘Parmatma’, the same Lord 
known by different names in different tongues. 

No creature is perfect; it’s foolhardy to claim so. The best of paintings cannot 
replace the original; the best of words cannot express the original emotions and 
sentiments. Even the Lord was not satisfied by one flower or one butterfly—he went on 
endlessly evolving and designing newer forms. So, I have done my best, I have poured 
out my being in these books. Honestly, I am totally incompetent—it was the Lord who 
had done the actual writing and had moved my fingers as if they were merely an 
instrument in his divine hands. But nonetheless, it’s a tribute to the Lord’s glory that he 
does not take the credit himself, but bestows it to them whom he loves as his very own. 
And to be ‘his very own’ is indeed an unmatched honour. However, I still beg 
forgiveness for all omissions, commissions and transgressions on my part that I may have 
inadvertently made. It’s the Lord’s glories that I sing, rejoice in, write on and think of to 
the best of my ability. I hope my readers will also absorb the divine fragrance effusing 
from the flowers representing the Lord’s books, enjoy the ambrosia pouring out of them 
and marvel at the Lord’s stupendous glories. 

I submit this effort at the holy feet of my beloved Lord Ram whom even Lord 
Shiva had revered and worshipped. And surely of course to Lord Hanuman who was a 
manifestation of Shiva himself. Finding no words to express my profound gratitude to 
Ram, I just wish to remain quiet, and let my silence do the speaking and praying on my 
behalf. 

I hope the reader will find my book useful and interesting. Since English is an 
international language, this book will help the English speaking world to access this 
masterpiece of classical Indian scriptural text. 


“He leadeth me! O blessed tho't! 

O words with heav'nly comfort fraught! 

What-e'er I do, wher-e'er I be, 

Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me!” [A Hymn by: Joseph Henry Gilmore in 1862.] 
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PREFACE 


TH SA Falta Fate]! Fad ae | 
geet qa ate aa Aa R ETE | 


Tulsidas says that the story of Sri Ram is like the river Mandakinsi, the pure and clean 
mind is like Chitrakoot, and love and affection (towards the Lord) is the beautiful forest 
wherein reside (or move about, wander) Sri Ram. [Dohawali, verse no.195] 


Whenever demonic and evil forces became ascendant in this world, whenever Dharma 
and Satya (the laws and principles governing righteousness, auspiciousness, probity and 
propriety as well as truth and honesty) are drowned in the surging waves of A-Dharma 
and A-Satya (the opposite of these grand virtues), and whenever his pious and devoted 
subjects are tormented by their enemies, the Supreme Lord of creation comes down 
himself to make the record straight and restore law and order. It is just like an Emperor 
going to the frontier regions personally to oversee restoration of tranquility, law and order 
and instill confidence in the subjects of his empire if some cruel and savage enemy 
begins to disturb the peace and stability in the far-flung corner of the empire. It’s part of 
the divine duty of the Emperor to look after the welfare of the empire. If this is the 
responsibility of a human Emperor, naturally it is all the more so for the Emperor of the 
entire creation. 

Thus, when the demons unleashed terror in this world, killing and plundering at 
will, when they could not be reined in by the lesser Gods, and when mother Earth along 
with the sages and saints approached the Supreme Lord seeking protection and shelter, 
the Lord promised to tackle the matter personally, and the benevolent Lord did not bother 
about the problems that such intervention would cause to him and took the extreme and 
unusual step of becoming a human being himself. Our story relates to one such 
manifestation of the Lord as ‘Ram’. His story is well documented in the famous epic 
known as Ramayan. 

Many versions of this epic are available, both in the classical Indian language of 
Sanskrit as well as in numerous local dialects, each narrating this divine story for the 
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masses. Some of them are more in the form of historical narratives in the pattern of the 
Purans, some are classical poetry and drama that can be easily adapted to the theatre, and 
others are full of spiritual and devotional quotient. Since this story relates not to an 
ordinary human king but to the Supreme Lord who lived amongst his subjects personally, 
the greatest benefit that we ordinary mortals hope to derive from it is to read the versions 
that are rich and pregnant with devotion, metaphysical knowledge and spiritualism. It 
serves two purposes—on the one hand it tells us the story, and on the other hand it 
nourishes our spirits and provides us a simple mean to find peace, tranquility and solace 
for our souls while remembering and loving our Lord who has done so much for us that 
with the whole ocean as the ink and the whole surface of the earth as the paper we will 
never be able to write a letter sufficient enough to thank the Lord! 

Among the great poets, scholars and devotees of Lord Ram was the saint known 
as Goswami Tulsidas (1497-1623 A.D.). At the time, Hinduism was undergoing 
reformation, it was the time of renaissance when the beautiful heart and the succulent 
nectar of the essential teachings of the Vedas, the Upanishads and the Purans were being 
liberated from the shackles that they had been put down the centuries which had reduced 
spiritualism, salvation, emancipation and access to the Lord God to mere formalities, 
rituals and mechanical form of religion. The spirit was being stifled and strangulated at 
the hand of certain limited sections of society, and though God was the matter of personal 
faith and love, though he lives in everyone’s heart and soul, he was made a distant entity 
affordable to a few privileged ones. This movement of renaissance was called the “Bhakti 
Movement’ or the movement that laid stress on devotion and love and submission and 
dedication rather than formalities and rituals. 

The succulent nectar and the spiritual philosophy of the ancient texts were 
encrusted in an outer thick impregnable layer, and the situation was made all the worse 
because of the language, because all the texts were in classical Sanskrit which was not the 
language of the masses but restricted to some privileged upper section of society. 
Tulsidas and his peers had then attempted to un-shackle religion and bring the distant 
God near each individual’s heart and doorstep. Tulsidas was outstanding in this field, and 
his contribution, by the way of his devotional literature of exceptional beauty and charm, 
to the mission of spreading love, faith, devotion, dedication and submission for the Lord 
God as a means of obtaining personal peace and tranquility as well as accessing salvation 
and emancipation of the soul has remained unparalleled and towering till date. 

One of the reasons for the extraordinary success and appeal of Tulsidas’ writings 
is that he wrote with an expert hand as he was a learned Brahmin who had studied 
literature and grammar during his earlier years. More than that, he was an inspired soul, 
shall we call an apostle sent by the Lord himself to accomplish some divine task on the 
Lord’s behalf. This is the best answer for his phenomenal success and endearment of his 
writings for the masses—it was what the Lord God had himself wanted. Mere expertise at 
the language is not the reason though, because hundreds like him were experts in the 
language and the grammar but none of them picked up the pen to spread the ‘word’ 
amongst the trapped souls, none of them told them that their ‘very own Lord’ is standing 
right in front of them and they just need the right amount of love and faith and devotion 
to experience his presence amongst them selves. This is what Tulsidas exactly did 
through his writings—he brought the grand spiritual philosophy, the profundity of 
metaphysics, and the beauty of the scriptures within the reach of the common man. 
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He realised by the study of the Upanishads and the other scriptures that Lord Ram 
was the Supreme Lord, the Supreme Brahm, and his name was the only Mantra (divine 
spiritual formula) that can liberate the soul and provide it with Mukti and Moksha 
(liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation). In this context it must be 
emphasized that the Upanishads talk of a “Tarak Mantra’—which is a Mantra (a group of 
letters or words or phrases having immense mystical powers) that is “Tarak’, something 
that takes the soul across the formidable ocean representing the Maya (spiritual delusions 
associated with the world) that stands between the soul (Atma) and the supreme Soul 
(Parmatma). 

So, instead of spending life as a mendicant and worrying about his own Mukti, he 
set on the mission of writing on and about the Lord God known by the name of ‘Ram’. 
This helped him to achieve two goals simultaneously—he helped others to find Mukti by 
reading his beautiful writings, and he helped his own Mukti by constantly, consistently 
and persistently remembering his Lord each and every single moment of his life. 

The people were attracted to his writings in huge droves like never before for the 
simple reason that he wrote in their own vernacular language, his writings were weaved 
around the pattern of beautiful ballads which could be easily sung even by the non- 
educated and the ordinary man in the street, if not as a religious affair than at least for 
pleasure and enjoyment of its musical melody, and his thought that the Lord God is 
accessible to all by the simple means of having love, faith and devotion for him instead of 
getting entangled in the web of elaborate formalities and time consuming rituals made 
him extremely dear, acceptable and hero for the masses. 

As for the Mukti of his own soul, the very method that he abopted—‘writing on 
Ram’—made him completely and totally focused on and deeply submerged in the 
thoughts of ‘Ram’ day in and day out. It was a ‘Bhajan’ and ‘Japa’ (devotion and 
repetition of the Lord’s name) par excellence because no other thought was allowed to 
enter his mind and sub-conscious as they were totally taken over, occupied and 
overwhelmed by ‘Ram’. Remember—it was not the age of computers and modern 
writing technology as the pen, the paper and the eraser. There were no mass-produced 
printed referral material or books, there were no organized libraries, and there was no 
assistant to this Bard. If he made a single error, then he must have had to write the whole 
page again as there was no eraser. He had to weave the entire story and each of his 
stanzas and verses in his head as there were no computers with hard discs to store 
something in memory. When we consider such other circumstantial difficulties we realise 
the phenomenal dimension of his contribution to the Cause of the Lord. 

Since Lord Ram, the incarnate Supreme Being, the Lord God and the Father of 
creation, was so dear and close to this pious saint’s heart, he chose to spend the rest of his 
life singing Lord Ram’s glory. He realised at the outset that the beautiful story of Lord 
Ram did not penetrate to the common people, it did not percolate down to the lower strata 
of society because it was in the classical Sanskrit which was restricted to the upper 
classes. Besides this, all these versions that were available till his time lacked the 
devotional quotient and the mass appeal that was expected from this divine story. So 
Tulsidas wrote in the vernacular Hindi, the language of the masses in the central planes of 
India. Thus, the epic story of the Ramayan spread like wild fire, endearing it to the 
general masses who were not educated enough to understand the intricacies of 
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metaphysics and theology, and who needed something easy, readily accessible and 
attractive enough to make themselves identify with it. 

By and by, the epical writings penned by Tulsidas weaved themselves into the 
fabric of India’s psyche that they became a part and parcel of it. His writings gave a ray 
of hope to the society embroiled in religious confusions and contradictions. They gave a 
simple medicine to the ailing soul yearning for peace and tranquility, a soul seeking an 
easy method for its Mukti. 

Amongst all the devotional literature even written in India, the works of Tulsidas 
dedicated to Lord Ram are immortal and unique not only in their charm and magnificence 
but also in the intensity of their devotion, the depth of their metaphysical knowledge, and 
the beauty of their language. Like a bouquet of flowers, Tulsidas presented the story of 
Lord Ram in many formats—i.e. in different forms of classical poetry composed in 
different patterns, but the overall intention was the same, and it was to sing the glories of 
the Lord in more than one ways. 

There was definitely some divine hand moving his pen, and though his body was 
as mortal as the rest of us but the Spirit that got these writings done was not the ordinary. 
So Tulsidas was a selected Apostle of the Lord to spread the word of His love and 
devotion by way of his writings and poetry. It is very important to note that all his works 
are in poetry form, and not in prose. He was therefore “singing the song of the Lord from 
the deep recesses of, and in the language of, the heart’, much like the Song of Solomon 
and the Psalms of the Bible, rather than giving a dry and heart-less discourse. 


The magnum opus of Tulsidas which made him famous is his epic known as Ram 
Charit Manas, the version of the Ramayan that is especially appealing to the soul. The 
eternal magic of this book which will be the foundation of our current book lies not only 
in a beautiful narrative but more so in the beauty of its melody which is so enchanting 
that even if someone does not understand a word of what is being said its mere hearing 
enthralls the soul and keeps it spellbound. Another miracle is that though the pattern 
adopted in writing the whole book is the same, its verses can be sung in a number of 
ways by a single singer, and each method is as enchanting as the other. It would require a 
heart of stone not to weep in ecstasy and love for the Lord, not to have devotion well-up 
in one’s heart, and not to feel the worries of the world melt away upon hearing or reading 
of this Ramayan. 

Tulsidas’ works on Lord Ram are the following—Ram Charit Manas, Kavitawali, 
Geetawali, Barvai Ramayan, Vairagya Sandipani, Dohawali, Janki Mangal, Ram Lala 
Nahachu, Vinai Patrika. Out of these, the first and the last—1i.e. the Ram Charit Manas 
and the Vinai Patrika are the most profound. 

While the Ram Charit Manas is on the pattern of a detailed narrative composed in 
a selected pattern of writing poetry called Chaupai and Dohas, the Vinai Patrika is an 
epitome of devotion and surrender to the Lord as it contains beautiful prayers of 
submission and devotion of the greatest spiritual value that are full of emotions that are 
heart-rendering. 

The other books, viz. Kavitawali and Geetawali, as the name itself suggests, are 
rendering of the epic story of Ramayan in the poetic style of Kavitta and Geet 
respectively. These being poetry are sung in the form of melodious songs set to specific 
notes and meters employed in singing classical Indian songs. This proves that Tulsidas 
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was not merely a great devotee of Lord Ram and a renowned scholar who knew the 
intricacies of grammar and language well so that he could employ his writing skills to 
narrate the divine story of his beloved Lord Ram by writing the epic Ram Charit Manas, 
but also that he was a master at poetry, an expert at music and a fine singer of songs 
because otherwise it is simply not possible for anyone to compose songs of such 
exceptional beauty that they remain unmatched till date. The additional bonus we get by 
reading and singing and narrating Tulsidas’ works is that besides enjoying its music and 
song we are also enjoying their devotional nectar which comes to us for free. Such a 
heady cocktail of lessons on love, devotion, submission, spiritualism, metaphysics, 
theology, morality, ethics, Satya (truth) and Dharma (laws of righteousness) made easy 
and understandable by the masses is rare to find anywhere else. 

The Barvai Ramayan is a composition consisting of two line verses, totaling 69 
verses in all, and according to the standard format in which all Ramayans are written it 
has seven Kands or Cantos. They outline the story of the Ramyana and fill in certain gaps 
that the saint-poet Tulidas felt he needed to fill in his other compositions of Ramayan. 
Such as for instance in its Baal Kand, verse nos. 1-7 he describes very succinctly the 
beauty of the child Ram which he did not do in any of the other books. 

The Dohawali is a collection of two line verses which are pearls or gems of 
wisdom and serves as a ready reckoner to guide us in our daily lives as what to do and 
what not to when faced with a dilemma. The Barvai Ramayan is another book outlining 
the story of the Ramayan in the poetic style having two line couplets. 

The Janki Mangal and the Ram Lala Nahachu are two books describing the 
marriage of Lord Ram with his divine consort Sita. In this genre falls one other book of 
Tulsidas—and it is called Parvati Mangal. It narrates the marriage of Lord Shiva with 
Parvati, the cosmic Mother. These three books were extremely popular during marriage 
ceremonies in Indian families and were invariably sung on such auspicious occasions. 

We will see in the course of our reading that Tulsidas has fluently used the 
present tense in his narrative. It gives us the impression that he was actually witnessing 
the events as they happened. But it must be remembered that the events occurred during 
Treta Yug which was thousands of years before Tulsidas was even born. The point of the 
matter is this that the saint had reached such a higher state of transcendental existence 
that his Spirit could travel back in time and space to that era about which he is writing. 
Tulsidas was no ordinary poet; he was a blessed soul especially empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to fulfill some divine work. He also had had a Darshan (divine sight) of his beloved 
Lord Ram as well as of Hanuman, another great devotee of the Lord and an incarnate 
Lord Rudra (Shiva). 

When the Lord employed Tulsidas to become a scribe for him it is natural that the 
Lord must have arranged for necessary instruments for his writings so as to make them 
sanctified and bear the stamp of authenticity. So, when Tulsidas picked up his pen to 
write, he was possessed of the Holy Spirit, and the writing was done not by an ordinary 
man but by the Holy Spirit itself through the body of this particular man named Tulsidas. 

When he sat down to pen his writings on Lord Ram and his times, Tulsidas must 
have closed his eyes in deep meditation, and in this contemplative state of the 
consciousness he must have actually seen the events unfold before the eyes of his mind 
and sub-conscious in vivid detail. Naturally therefore, what he wrote was not a wild 
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fascination and an imagination of a poetic mind but a faithful narration of events that 
happened long long time ago. 

Remember, what we are dealing with in this story is not something related to 
visible matter and to the material world of things and substances, but to the divine 
transcendental world of the Holy Spirit, a world that transcends time and space and which 
is beyond our comprehension. The body is perishable like the world of matter and 
material things, but the Spirit is imperishable like the wind and the sky. Just as it is not 
possible for the gross body to go everywhere it likes, the grosser aspect of the mind is not 
able to fathom the reach of the Spirit. Again, just as it is very easy for the subtle wind to 
go wherever it wants and the subtler aspect of the same wind in the form of air to be 
present everywhere without being noticed, the Spirit too is present everywhere at all 
times. The only difference between an ordinary man and a realised man is that while the 
former believes only in things that his grosser mind that relates its self to the gross body 
allows him believe, the latter type of man rises above the mundane and observes 
everything from the plane of the Spirit, a plane that relates to the transcendental 
consciousness, and an existence that is not moribund and shackled to this world. 

So we must not be skeptic about something simply because we can’t understand it 
or have not experienced it or can’t even imagine of. For instance, could any one imagine 
about the internet and mobile phone say even fifty years back? Even today, if someone 
goes to some tribal area on the mountain or the hinterland that is still not reached by 
modern technology and development, and talk with people living there in the jargon of 
the internet and the mobile telephony, will they understand? But does their not being able 
to understand mean that the speaker is saying a lie? When the first human voice was 
transmitted across the wire, or when the first electric bulb created man-made light, or 
when the first picture was seen on a screen of the television set sitting on a desk—would 
anyone in some country where this idea had not reached would believe another if he told 
the former that this happens? 

The idea is, Tulsidas actually saw on the events unfold on the canvas of his mind 
and sub-conscious because he was a realised and an empowered soul, a man who lived in 
a state of transcendental existence of consciousness. For such souls, nothing is 
impossible, nothing is too far-fetched, nothing is unattainable if one has the determination 
and the will. 

For the purpose of narration of Lord Ram’s divine story and the glory of his 
divine Name in our present book A Divine Biography of Lord Ram & Glory of Lord’s 
Holy Name, I shall employ the direct words of this great saint-poet-philosopher-devotee 
Tulsidas by way of directly quoting him from his books Ram Charit Manas, Kavitawali, 
Geetawali, Dohawali, Barvai Ramayan, Vinai Patrika etc., while using my own words as 
minimum as possible, except to explain or clarify some important point or to write a short 
paragraph to link one idea with the other. 

That is, my endeavour is to keep my own interference by way of comments or 
explanations etc. at the mimimum level, and rather present this great eternal story of Lord 
Ram directly in the words of Goswami Tulsidas. 

I shall use the epic Ram Charit Manas as the foundation as well as the frame 
upon which to build the story, and then decorate and embellish the narrative with selected 
verses from all of the other books of Tulsidas in order to present to the reader a bouquet 
of beautiful flowers dedicated to Lord Ram. It will not only make this book a colourful 
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version of the famed epic Ramayan but make available to the world all of the pristine 
Tulsidas under one single roof—which is a rarity in itself. 

The book has selections from all the original Tulsidas texts, and my narration is 
also done verse-by-verse according to the selected texts, though I have structured the 
English in such a way that the flow of narration is continuous, and it appears to a reader 
that it is a seamless narrative of the story or event. Wherever possible—and in the 
majority of the cases almost always—I have mentioned the number of the stanza and the 
verse in brackets without breaking or interfering in the flow of the narrative or the beauty 
of the text. 

I have added in the beginning an Introductory Chapter which outlines what the 
Book is about and the Story of Lord Ram as it has been narrated by Tulsidas. 

This is followed by the text of the Book, and it is divided into three major sctions. 

(i) The first section narrates the ‘story of Lord Ram’s life’ in the style adopted in 
the Ramayan, i.e. it has Cantos or Chapters patterned on the traditional way the Ramayan 
is written. 

(ii) The second section shall deal with the theme ‘Glory of Lord Ram’s divine 
Name’, and it shall consist of a wide selection of verses from Tulsidas’ works, such as the 
Ram Charit Manas, Dohawali, Barvai Ramayan, Kavitawali, Geetawali and Vinai 
Patrika. 

(iii) The third section has three parts. In the first part we have the divine hymns of 
Lord Ram enshrined in Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad which is exclusively dedicated to 
Lord Ram. The second part had the 108 holy Names of the Lord culled from the Padma 
Puran. The third section has a selection of eclectic hymns of Lord Ram from diverse 
sources, such as the Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas, many Ashtaks, Skand Puran 
hymns etc. 

It will be interesting to read about the saint who has written these wonderful 
books on Lord Ram, i.e. Goswami Tulsidas. So his life and works along with his 
contribution in the field of spreading the message of devotion and love for the Lord as an 
instrument for finding peace and rest for the soul as well as its liberation and deliverance 
have been briefly enumerated at the end of the book as appendix no. 1. 

At the end of the book a ‘Glossary’ outling the importance, the significance and 
many interesting stories related to the many important characters appearing in the story of 
Ramayan has been added in appendix no. 2. 

And one last word. I bow my head in utmost humility to my beloved Ram that he 
gave me an opportunity to serve him and carry out his divine will by enabling me to write 
this book. It is hard for me to express the extent of my happiness, and for anyone else to 
judge it. I will feel that my labour has been compensated if this book kindles devotion, 
affection and love for the Supreme Being in the hearts of its readers, and gives them 
peace and tranquility. One must remember that the language of the Soul has no specific 
boundaries, and the Lord has all the names and forms that one can imagine of in this 
world. So we can remember and invoke the Lord’s love and grace in any way we like. 
Reading about his divine deeds and remembering his divine name are one method to 
bring us close to our Supreme Lord who is the most merciful and benevolent Father of all 
living beings. 

I ask forgiveness from my beloved Lord Ram for all my incompetence and 
childishness by submitting before Him—‘Oh Lord! I have uttered what I did not 
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understand, things too wonderful for me which I did not know’ (Bible, Job 42/2), but 
‘must I not take heed to speak what the Lord has put in my mouth?’ (Bible, Numbers 
23/12), for ‘the Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my tongue (when I 
spoke what I said)’ (Bible, 2 Samuel 23/2). 

I write these books as a means of my thanksgiving to my Lord—‘Oh! Give thanks 
to the Lord! Call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples’ (Bible, 1 
Chronicles 16/8). For this purpose, I—‘Sing Psalms to Him; talk all His wondrous works! 
Glory in His holy name. Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the Lord! Seek the Lord 
and his strength, seek His face everyone. Remember His marvelous works which He has 
done; His wonders and the judgments of His mouth’ (Bible, 1 Chronicles 16/8-12). 

I wish to once again thank the Lord God of all before signing off—‘Oh, give 
thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever’ (Bible, 1 Chronicles 
16/34). Amen! 


Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia. 
(Author) 
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Introductory 


About the book—In this Introductor Chapter we shall read about two things—(i) The 
basic structure of the book. (ii) And the story of Lord Ram, the incarnation of the 
Supreme Being as a human, which has come to be known as the epic Ramayana down the 
centuries. 


The Book 


Our Book ‘A Divine Biography of Lord Ram & Glory of the Lord’s Holy Name’ is a 
compendium as well as an anthology based on all of the great classical works (books) of 
one of the best known and respected poet-philosopher-saint of India, known as Goswami 
Tulsidas. He has written around a dozen books on the theme of Lord Ram and his 
divinity, and the irony is that he is little known in the world outside of India though his 
name and works are as popular and revered as the great story and legend of the Lord 
himself. The probable reason is that he wrote in the vernacular Hindi, especially a dialect 
known as Avadhi that is restricted to the northern part of India, as compared to other 
versions of the great legendary story written by poets and bards such as Valmiki and 
Veda Vyas that are in Sanskrit, a language which is as universal in India as English is in 
the modern world. 

It was not that Tulsidas was unaware of Sanskrit—the fact is that he was an 
acclaimed scholar of the language of his time, but he realised that to spread the message 
of the Lord and his divine deeds, the message of love, dedication and devotion for the 
Lord as well as using the simple means of reciting the Lord’s glorious stories as a way of 
meditation and contemplation leading to spiritual happiness and emancipation, it was 
necessary to write in the language of the common man, which was Hindi and Avadhi and 
not Sanskrit. So he poured out his heart in this language instead of exhibiting his 
scholarship by writing in Sanskrit, the language of the learned and the scholar. 

Another factor is whereas Valmiki’s, and to a lesser extent Veda Vyas’, versions 
have been translated into English, no such work was ever attempted in a comprehensive 
way on Tulsidas, thereby restricting his reach even in those parts of India where Hindi is 
not the spoken language. 

Therefore, I had this inspiration to take up this formidable task and present to the 
world in simple English all the magnificent works of this great devotee of the Supreme 
Being who incarnated as Lord Ram. I am not writing a novel; I am not inventing anything 
of my own. I am trying in my humble way to unfold this glorious tradition of telling the 
divine story of the Supreme Being who manifested himself as Lord Ram to live amongst 
the humans to help them attain Mukti (spiritual liberation, deliverance, emancipation, 
salvation) by following the simple path of developing Bhakti (devotion, dedication, love, 
submission and remembrance) for the Lord by telling, hearing, reading and remaining 
submerged in the thoughts of the Lord through his stories and divine deeds that he 
performed amongst them. This approach brings the intractable and abstract form of God 
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within the reach of the ordinary man, and it helps him to relate better and more 
effectively to the Divinity for his own spiritual peace, happiness, rest and bliss. 

So it is by now clear that I have brought under one roof all the classical works of 
Tulsidas—a unique and satisfying endeavour, but a very difficult and daunting task. This 
is because Tulsidas was a prolific writer, and he had written not one, not two but a dozen 
books on the theme of Lord Ram. It would have been much easier if any one of his books 
would have been used to weave my own story around, like a novel for the modern man, 
quoting from this single book at random. Or even taking one single book and extensively 
explaining it in English. This has surely been done in this series, but it is not the objective 
at present—for this book is a “bouquet of all the great classics of Tulsidas’. 

Besides this, my objective was to present to the world the books of Tulsidas as 
they are, with the minimum of anything from my side. After all, Tulsidas and his works 
are revered as sacred texts in India, and so is the theme of Lord Ram. I repeat once again 
here that I am not writing any novel or any historical book—I am simply telling in plain 
and simple English what the nearest version of the original Tulsidas is. To achieve this 
aim, I must—and have—included direct quotations from his various books to give 
authenticity, authority and sanctity in what I say and write. This approach also gives 
confidence to me as well as the reader that whatever is said in English is as close to the 
original Tulsidas as is possible in another language which is far different in its grammar 
and lexicon than the original. Verification and authenticity becomes extremely easy and 
convenient. This approach adds authority to the book. 

Therefore, this objective and approach necessitated that I include direct verses 
from the original books of Tulsidas and then follow them up with simple rendering in the 
English language while constructing the structure of my present book. 

I am sure now that my esteemed readers have followed the basic idea around 
which this book is conceived and written, and how it is structured. 

Of course, the reader would like to know who Tulsidas was, and therefore this 
great saint’s brief life-sketch is included at the end of this book as Appendix no. 1 


Now, let me tell you more about this Book. [‘Book’—and not ‘book’—because it deals 
with holy texts that are regarded as sacred in India, and because it tells the story of the 
Supreme Being in his form as Lord Ram who lives as human amongst us long time ago. ] 

Our book tells the mystical and mysterious story of Lord Ram, a story that is 
eclectic, divine, spiritually uplifting, a provider of peace and happiness to the soul, and 
magnificent and fabulous to hear even in its earthly form. This marvelous story has been 
told and retold countless number of times ever since language evolved and the human 
race learnt to speak in intelligible form. It is mystical because it lifts the teller, the reader 
and the hearer to a spiritual plane from the plane of this humdrum world of material sense 
objects and a world full of worries and spiritual problems, and it is mysterious because so 
many variations are there and each claims itself to the authentic one, the one which tells 
the true story, that the hearer is left wondering what the truth actually is. 

The answer to the various paradoxes and mysteries associated with the Lord’s 
divine story is not far to find—it is answered expressly and explicitly by the saint 
Tulsidas himself in his epic and magnum opus called the “Ram Charit Manas’, in its Baal 
Kand, Doha no. 33. It says clearly that the Supreme Being has been revealing himself 
over and over again in different forms over different cycles of creation and destruction, 
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called the different Yugas, and each incarnation of the Lord has been sung and 
remembered by great sages, seers, saints and devotees of the Lord in different ways. All 
of them are therefore correct. So to doubt one version and treat the other as correct is like 
saying that the celestial Sun of any given day, say a Monday, is different from that of 
some other day, say a Tuesday, or any other day of the week or month or year or decade 
for that matter. 

So we see that there are many who have written the divine story of the Supreme 
Being who had incarnated himself as Lord Ram, the merciful, gracious, benevolent, 
magnanimous, kind, righteous, law-abiding, immaculate and upright king-emperor of not 
only the limited area of the kingdom of Ayodhya but also of the entire realm that 
stretched from corner to corner of the surface of the earth. Again, there is no 
astonishment in it—remember, Lord Ram was no ordinary king or emperor; he was the 
Supreme Lord of creation and the world who had taken a human form. As such, it is 
obvious and natural that his sway and authority extended to every nook and corner of the 
earth. 

In his cosmic form, the Supreme Being is invisible, almighty, all-encompassing 
and all-pervading, and in this form he is known as Lord Vishnu who rules over the entire 
universe. When the same Supreme Authority of creation becomes a human being he must 
play his role to perfection, because he is perfect in whatever he does. Therefore, as a 
human being the Lord exhibits some of the typical characteristics of a human being— 
such as taking a birth as a child, growing up while playing around like any other human 
child, taking education, getting married, and then going through the turmoil of life like 
the rest of us. But that does not alter the fact that he is the Supreme Being just like an 
actor playing to perfection the role that is assigned to him while he acts on the stage of a 
theatre company. 

So we have seen above how and why there exist myriad versions of the divine 
story of the Supreme Lord’s revelation in this world, as well as the many narrators of the 
same divine story. 

In this age of fast pace of life and lack of proper spiritual guidance, it is difficult, 
if not impossible, to attain spiritual contentedness, bliss and happiness, and the ultimate 
goal of finding oneness of the individual soul with the supreme Soul of creation, which 
the scriptures call successful culmination of Yoga (literally meaning a union). So the 
easier method is to hear, tell and read about the Supreme Lord and the mystical divine 
deeds that he did during his incarnation as Lord Ram. Story is more appealing to the 
mind and the heart than dry metaphysical philosophy of the scriptures. Another point is 
that the stories of the Supreme Lord in his human incarnation are easy to understand and 
relate to, and the examples of virtuousness and righteousness set by the Lord himself 
during his earthly sojourn are easy to emulate and site as bench marks. This serves us in 
good stead because it helps us to improve our lives, become a worthy human being, 
develop the virtues of holiness and divinity in our own selves, and overcome our inherent 
weaknesses and shortcomings. If this is accomplished then surely the individual’s soul 
has elevated its self the stature that is equivalent to the Supreme Soul because there is 
basically and fundamentally no difference between the two. 

In other words, a single method of regular listening, telling and/or reading the 
stories associated with the incarnation of the Supreme Being as Lord Ram bestows upon 
an individual the same benefit that is got by doing so many other forms of religious 
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activities, observing so many other sacraments, and undertaking so many types of 
arduous steps to obtain spiritual peace and tranquility. 

Now, for the purpose of the telling of this magnificent, great and divine story of 
the Supreme Lord who had revealed himself as Lord Ram, all the great devotional 
literary works (books) dedicated to Lord Ram written by a famous saint of India known 
as Goswami Tulsidas have been selected by me. Tulsidas was exceptional and unique in 
this field—because he was an enlightened soul especially empowered by the Holy Spirit 
of the Lord himself to spread the message of love and devotion for the Lord as a means of 
attaining spiritual purity, peace and bliss alongside the opportunity of attaining 
emancipation and salvation for the soul. Tulsidas adopted the simplified method of 
remembering the Lord through the medium of the Lord’s deeds in this world. This helped 
Tulsidas to ever remain submerged in the thoughts of Lord Ram, and to keep his mind 
focused on the Divinity and away from this deluding world and its entangling spiritual 
mess. This is what the essence of Yoga is—to remain focused on the ‘Truth’ and exclude 
all that is the ‘untruth’. 

In order to achieve this end, Tulsidas wrote prolifically on the theme of Lord Ram 
as an incarnation of Divinity, as the Supreme Being living himself in our midst in the 
form of Lord Ram’s holy story! 

One great benefit of this approach was that his entire life and time was spent in 
the form of one huge Yoga, done continuously and unbroken. He did not remain satisfied 
by writing one book, say the Ram Charit Manas, but wrote three other books to narrate 
the same story—these are the Kavitawali and the Geetawali. These two books 
supplemented and complimented the epic story which was narrated in the Ram Charit 
Manas. There were certain events in the epic life of Lord Ram that the great soul Tulsidas 
wished to add more colour and vibrancy to, so he decided to mould them in the form of 
music and song. A song that is sung melodiously is more heart warming and heart 
touching than mere narration of events no matter how beautifully they have been 
narrated. So he wrote the Kavitawali and the Geetawali—both these narrate the same 
story of Lord Ram’s life and deeds but in a pattern that is set to different ‘Raagas’ which 
are musical notes, metres and tones of classical Indian music. It is practically observed in 
our day to day life that one can easily recall some song, sing it comfortably and hum its 
musical tune more easily as compared to reciting some regular text of a classical book. 

Still not satisfied, Tulsidas wrote the short composition called the Barvai 
Ramayan which also has the seven Kands on the pattern of the other Ramayans but is 
very short and fills in certain gaps that the great poet felt he must fill in. 

Another reason for his continuously writing so many versions of the same story of 
Lord Ram in so many different ways is, as has been reiterated by me, that he used this 
method as a means of meditation on the Supreme Being in his visible form as Lord Ram, 
and repeating the Lord’s holy name as much as possible by continuously writing on this 
theme as a means of contemplation and fixing his mind on the Divinity instead of 
anything related to the physical world of material objects. This was a profound form of 
Yoga for him as it helped him to establish a communion of his soul with the Supreme 
Soul represented by Lord Ram. 

Since Tulsidas’ books are drenched in the nectar of love and devotion for Lord 
Ram whom he treats as the Supreme Being incarnate without any trace of doubt and 
scope for debate, I have involved all his writings when presenting the divine story of 
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Lord Ram to my esteemed readers in this present book. This gives the reader the great 
advantage that is available nowhere else—he comes to read all of Tulsidas’ great books 
simultaneously and at one single place while going through the epic story of Lord Ram. 

Therefore, as has been noted in the preface of this book itself and as outlined 
above, the present book is based on all the excellent books of Tulsidas that deal with the 
central theme of Lord Ram, and hence our book is a virtual ‘bouquet of all of Tulsidas’ 
great books dedicated to Lord Ram, the incarnate Supreme Being, the Supreme Lord of 
creation’. It brings to the reader under one roof the legendary story of Lord Ram as 
described in myriad ways and from different angles by the same poet Tulsidas. 
Obviously, he felt that he could do better after writing a given verse that described one or 
the other episode in the life of the Lord, and so he chose to describe the same event in a 
number of ways like the creator Brahma who was not satisfied with a particular flower of 
any given botanical family that he made and so went on modifying and renovating 
continuously to make newer varieties of flowers of the same family. 

Our book is divided into three sections. Section no. l tells the story of the 
Supreme Being in his incarnation as Lord Ram. Section no. 2 tells us about the divinity 
and the glory of the Lord in the words of Goswami Tulsidas by quoting from his different 
books. And then finally Section no. 3 presents to the reader some of the eclectic divine 
Mantras and Stotras—or hymns and prayers—dedicated to Lord Ram that are selected 
from different scriptural sources. 

Thus, the uniqueness of this book is that it will not only tell its reader the divine 
story of Lord Ram as universally narrated in the epic that is renowned the world over as 
the ‘Ramayana’ but make it an unique experience for him because it focuses on the 
writings of the great saint Tulsidas. Besides this story-telling, this book brings under its 
roof the different Hymns dedicated to Lord Ram as the personified Supreme Being 
himself. 

The present book ‘A Divine Biography of Lord Ram & Glory of Lord’s Holy 
Name’ is divided into three sections—1, 2 and 3. 

Section no. I = The outline of the story of Lord Ram as narrated in our present 
book is built around the epic Ram Charit Manas—which literally means ‘a symbolic lake 
consisting of the divine and glorious worldly deeds of Ram, the incarnate Supreme 
Being, which is conceived in the mind and the heart’. Well, the story was conceived in 
the heart and the mind of Lord Shiva, the most enlightened of all the Gods and an ascetic 
par-excellence. Shiva knows the secret of who Ram was and therefore he remains 
perpetually submerged in the thoughts of the Lord, and meditates constantly on the 
Lord’s divine form and holy name. So obviously he is the best source to reveal the story. 
Shiva told the story to his divine consort Parvati first (Ram Charit Manas, Baak Kand, 
Doha 30, Chaupai no. 3), and then later on to Kaagbhusund, the saintly crow (ditto, 
Chaupai no. 4). Kaagbhusund told this divine story to sage Yagyawalkya who narrated it 
to sage Bharadwaj (ditto, Chaupai no. 5). The same story was retold by the Guru (moral 
preceptor and teacher) of saint Tulsidas (Baal Kand, Doha no. 30 Ka). It is this story of 
the Supreme Being who became a human for the benefit of the earth, the sages and saints, 
his devotees, and the rest of the world at large that we will be narrating and reading in our 
present book. 

Other books of Tulsidas that have been selected for telling the divine and epic 
story of Lord Ram are the following—Kavitawali, Geetawali, Barvai Ramayan, 
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Dohawali and Vinai Patrika. The first two works are based on different ‘Raagas’ or notes, 
metres and tunes of classical music of India, therefore they are meant to be sung in the 
form of melodious songs. The Dohawali is a collection of two-line verses which are 
brief, succinct and to the point instead of being elaborate. The Vinai Patrika is a book of 
prayers in the form of a petition that Tulsidas wrote to his beloved Lord Ram, pleading 
the Lord to take care of him and his emancipation and salvation. 

Chapter no. 1 presents the outline of the divine story as has been narrated by 
Tulsidas himself in the Ram Charit Manas in its Uttar Kand in the form of a dialogue 
between sage Kaagbhusund, the saintly crow, and Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu who 
is the cosmic form of the Supreme Being. This conversation is included as Chapter no. 1 
of our book as ‘Kaagbhusund Ramayan’. It will help the reader to become aware of the 
framework around which the entire story is built, and therefore help him to follow the 
events as they unfold the coming pages. 

Chapter no. 2 describes the genesis of the story as narrated by Tulsidas. It outlines 
the immediate cause for the Supreme Being known as Lord Vishnu to incarnate himself 
as Lord Ram. Then it goes on to narrate the havoc caused by the demons led by their king 
Ravana of Lanka. 

Then from Chapter no. 3 to Chapter no. 9 is described the story of the life and 
times of Lord Ram and the great deeds done by him by quoting directly from the different 
books of Tulsidas. 

Chapter no. 10 is the Lav Kush Kand which describes Sita’s second exile and the 
birth of Lord Ram’s two sons. 

Chapter no. 11 describes the glorious rein of Lord Ram as the king-emperor of 
Ayodhya, and Chapter no. 12 outlines the symbolic places where Lord Ram, the Supreme 
Being, lives for the benefit of his devotees. 


Section no. 2 = For describing the greatness and the divinity of Lord Ram as an incarnate 
Supreme Being, and to highlight the glory of his holy Name, I have selected verses on 
this theme from all of Tulsidas’ books listed above. This section is sub-divided into 5 
parts. Part-1 has verses from the epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Part-2 from ‘Dohawalli’, Part- 
3 from ‘Kavitawali’, Part-4 from ‘Geetawali’, and Part-5 from ‘Vinai Patrika’. 


Section no. 3 = To make the book comprehensive and add diversity to its narration of the 
divinity, the holiness and the glory of Lord Ram and his divine Name, this section has 
selection of hymns from scriptural sources other than the books of Tulsidas. This adds 
beauty, flavour and colour to this book and makes it a real bouquet of spiritualism 
dedicated to the Supreme Being revealed as Lord Ram. To make reading and reference 
easy, this section is again sub-divided into three parts as follows— 

Part-1 has hymns from the Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad which lists 47 holy 
hymns of Lord Ram, Part-2 has 108 divine names of the Lord from the Padma Puran and 
the Anand Ramayan, and Part-3 has a wide selection of hymns called ‘Stotras and 
Ashtaks’ (a hymn consisting of eight four-line verses) that were sung by the Lord’s great 
devotees on different occasions. 


Thus, this book will present to the reader a comprehensive picture of the story of Lord 
Ram, the human incarnation of the Supreme Being, as described by Tulsidas, and at the 
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same time present to him the way this great saint had narrated the divinity and glory of 
the Lord and the importance and significance of the Lord’s holy Name. Not only this, the 
reader will come to read many other holy and eclectic Mantras and Strotas (hymns) 
selected from ancient scriptures especially dedicated to the theme of Lord Ram as being 
the Supreme Being, the Supreme Lord himself. 

The reader would by now be enthused to learn more about who the great saint 
Tulsidas was. Well, a life-sketch of Goswami Tulsidas is included at the end of this book 
as Appendix no. 1. 


The Story of Lord Ram in brief 


The divine story of the Supreme Being who incarnated on this earth as a human being in 
the form of Lord Ram is no ordinary story of some great king or emperor. It has a divine 
element in it; it has the mystical power to provide the listener and the reader with ‘Mukti’ 
or liberation and deliverance from this entangling world of delusions and its endless cycle 
of birth and death along with its interminable horrors. Listening, telling and reading this 
divine story with concentration and faith is equivalent to meditation and contemplation 
because the mind and the heart get totally involved and remain engrossed in the details of 
the fascinating story and its wonderful mysteries as they unfold in all their colour and 
splendour. 

The story of Lord Ram, the incarnate Supreme Being whose cosmic form is 
universally known as Lord Vishnu, was conceived in the heart of Lord Shiva. When his 
divine consort goddess Parvati (pronounced as Paar-vati) requested him to narrate it to 
her, Shiva revealed this story for the benefit of the rest of the world. 

But like the Lord his story is also so full of mysteries. So while we learn that it 
was revealed by Shiva to Parvati, it is also said that Shiva was quoting the story that was 
said by the crow saint Kaagbhusund for the benefit of the king of birds known as Garud, 
the mount of Lord Vishnu himself. Come to think of it—Garud is so close to Lord 
Vishnu but yet he could not know the Lord’s story and had to be told by a humble bird 
such as the crow Kaagbhusund. Therein lies a mystery—no one can be certain who was 
the first to narrate the divine story of the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram. 

On this earth, the story was first told by sage Yagyawalkya, one of the greatest of 
ancient sages who has found renown in the Upanishads as well, and he was extremely 
erudite and knowledgeable on such matters, to sage Bharadwaj who lived on the banks of 
the holy river Ganges at its confluence with other two holy rivers, the Yamuna and the 
mythical Saraswati. This place is known as Prayaag. The occasion was the congregation 
of holy men at this place during an annual event called Magha, when the sun is in the 
zodiac sign of Capricorn. It is the eleventh month according to the Hindu calendar, and 
falls roughly in the months of February and March. 

So we have three sources of this story—one is Lord Shiva, the second is 
Kaagbhusund, and the third is sage Yagyawalkya. 
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The earth was tormented interminably by the tyrannical and cruel demons. The 
demons were like the devil and the Satan; they derived pleasure when other suffered. The 
sages, saints and hermits of the period took the earth, which had transformed itself as a 
cow, along and went to the abode of the creator known as Brahma in the heaven to ask 
the latter to do something to save them all. The creator told them that it is beyond his 
means, and it is only the Supreme Being known as Vishnu who can provide a solution. 

But now the question arose where to exactly find Vishnu as he is formless and 
without any name and specific abode as he is the all-pervading Supreme Lord of creation. 
It was decided that they should all approach Lord Shiva because he is the wisest God and 
will be the proper advisor. 

When the group approached Lord Shiva and asked him the way the Supreme Lord 
can be found, Shiva replied that there is nowhere that the Lord is not present. What one 
needs are devotion, conviction, faith and love. So the sages, hermits, earth and Brahma 
together prayed to the Lord to help them and protect them. The Supreme Lord Vishnu 
revealed himself and assured them that he would come down personally on the earth as a 
human in the form of Lord Ram, and liberate earth from the burden of the cruel demons. 
The magnificent bonus of this incarnation would be that the many sages and hermits and 
ascetics who had been doing long penances and had been longing to have a first-hand 
communion with the Supreme Being would also get an opportunity to fulfill their 
cherished lifetime desire. 

The creator Brahma meanwhile asked all the Gods to reveal themselves as 
monkeys and bears to help the Lord during his sojourn on the earth to lead his earthly 
life. 

Now some very pertinent question arise—(a) why did the Supreme Being, who is 
able to do anything by his mere wish, have to become a human when he could have 
simply killed the demons, the devils and the Satan by merely wishing so, and (b) why did 
he need the help of the monkeys and bears? 

There are many answers to these questions, but here I shall give some of the 
prominent ones. First, the demon king known as Ravana had done severe Tapa (penance 
and austerity) to please the creator and become immortal. When the creator told him that 
all those who have taken birth must die some or the other day, giving his own example 
that his life span is also fixed though it is exceptionally long in the term of mortal 
creatures of the world, and so it is impossible to become immortal, Ravana asked him to 
grant immunity from death except at the hands of humans and monkeys. This is because 
he thought that if the Gods and Goddesses who were so powerful would not be able to 
kill him, what will the frightened and humble man and a monkey do to him. So this was 
the loop-hole that had to be exploited if Ravana was to be killed. 

Second is that the Lord wished to show by his own example that even humans and 
the humble monkeys can achieve stupendous objectives and do fantastic deeds if they 
have the will and the determination. 

Third, the Lord also wished to show by his example what sort of righteous and 
morally correct life one should lead, and how to deal with myriad situations that a man 
faces in his life. 

Fourth, he wished to give a message that one should not treat others with 
contempt because they are low down in the evolutionary ladder, because the Lord himself 
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loved the monkeys and the bears who had helped him in all possible ways when no 
human being came forward to do so. 

Fifth reason was that he wished to convey a message that if a soul, no matter how 
exalted and noble, has become a human being or has entered the body of a human being, 
then he is bound to have some shortcomings and drawbacks and limitations, but the trick 
is not to let them come in one’s way of being scrupulous, righteous, noble, correct, 
truthful, holy and pious. This is the reason why the Supreme Being acted like an ordinary 
man and went through all the throes of sufferings, pleasures, pains and elations like any 
one of them—but still standing tall like a colossus in the human race and remembered for 
generations after generations while the rest of the race vanished into thin air. Therefore, if 
one makes a mistake, it is better not to brood and weep over it but to take positive and 
constructive steps to rectify the mistake and undo the past by changing one’s future 
course of action. 

And finally, the sixth reason was that the Lord wished to tell the human race, 
especially those who were proud of their knowledge, wisdom and expertise in certain 
fields, that such grand virtues and qualities were not their exclusive domain or 
prerogative because there were amongst the monkeys and bears such individuals who 
were matchless in wisdom, knowledge and expertise in technical matters. For instance we 
have Hanuman whose level of knowledge of the scriptures and language, wisdom, 
spiritual enlightenment and self-realisation was unmatched in this creation. Then there 
were the two monkeys who had built the bridge across the ocean, named Nal and Neel, 
and the old bear king Jamvant who was always consulted in matters that required an old 
man’s experienced feedback. 

The story of the Lord’s earthly or worldly sojourn is ripe with and full of 
instances from which one can learn so many practical things, but that is not the subject 
here to discuss. 

So it was that the Supreme Being known as Lord Vishnu in his cosmic form 
revealed himself as a human being in the form of Lord Ram. The divine consort of 
Vishnu became Lord Ram’s wife Sita. The close associates of Vishnu became Lord 
Ram’s three brothers named Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan. 

In some early time there was a king named Manu and Satrupaa. They had done 
severe Tapa (penance and austerity) to worship the Supreme Lord. When the Lord was 
pleased by their sincerity and commitment, he revealed himself before them. Asked for 
some boon as a reward, the holy couple desired to have the Lord as their son. So this was 
the excuse Lord Vishnu found to become their son in his incarnation of Lord Ram in 
order to kill the demons and free the earth and its inhabitants from the cruelty and tyranny 
that these devils had been perpetrating. 

Manu became king Dasrath, and Satrupaa became his chief queen Kaushalya. The 
king had two other queens named Kaikeyi and Sumitra. The king had no son though he 
was very righteous and noble and a diligent follower of the laws of Dharma 
(righteousness, probity, propriety and nobility in thought and conduct) and Satya 
(truthfulness). So one day he approached his Guru (royal priest and moral preceptor) 
named sage Vashistha to find a solution to his predicament. The sage advised him to hold 
a fire sacrifice and make sage Atri as the chief priest for it because this sage was an 
expert in performing such sacrifices. 
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The fire sacrifice was successful, and the Fire God appeared from the fire pit with 
a bowl of sweet pudding. He asked the king to distribute it to his queens, and they will 
get sons as desired by him. The king was exceedingly pleased, and did as instructed. 

So on an auspicious day the Supreme Being known as Lord Vishnu manifested as 
the son of Kaushalya who came to be known as Lord Ram. Lord Vishnu’s other fractions 
became the three brothers of Ram, and they were named Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan 
by sage Vashistha. On the occasion of their birth there was not only a great celebration in 
the city of Ayodhya, the capital of Dasrath, which lasted for a month but even in the 
heavens and the rest of the places of the earth where sages and hermits came to hear this 
wonderful news. 

The children grew amid much love and joy. They were taught by the Guru 
Vashistha. They made their parents, the members of the royal household staff, the 
citizens of Ayodhya and the Gods in the heaven very happy by their childhood deeds and 
pranks. The days passed on so happily and enjoyably that no one knew when it was day 
and when it was night, or which day of the week or month it was. 

By and by, the four divine brothers reached their teens. Around this time, another 
sage named Vishwamitra was being persistently tormented by the demons who would 
defile his fire sacrifice. The sage decided to bring Lord Ram to get rid of this thorn in the 
form of demons, because he thought that after all this was the precise reason why the 
Supreme Being had taken the trouble to become a human. 

Sage Vishwamitra came to Ayodhya and requested king Dasrath to send Ram and 
Laxman with him. The king was initially reluctant because he was worried for the safety 
of his sons, but his Guru sage Vashistha explained him the reality and assured him that no 
harm would come to the boys. So Lord Ram and Laxman accompanied sage Vishwamitra 
and went to his hermitage. 

On the way the Lord performed two miraculous deeds—one was to kill the 
demoness named Tadka who attacked them, and the other was to provide liberation to 
Ahilya, the chaste wife of sage Gautam, who had been turned into a stone due to some 
curse. The Lord touched the stone and this touch of his holy feet freed Ahilya of her 
curse. 

It must be noted in this context that all the demons who were killed by the Lord 
were provided liberation and deliverance from their sinful body. This is because the 
truthful identity of any individual is not his physical body but his soul known as the 
Atma. This soul gets trapped in a body due to some reason, and when this body is shed 
the soul is liberated from its fetters. Usually the body of the demon forced these 
individual souls to go on committing more and more sins, thereby preventing its 
liberation and deliverance. But when the Lord killed these demons, their souls invariably 
found liberation and went to the heaven. 

When the demons, led by Marich (pronounced as Maareech), attacked the fire 
sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra the next morning of the Lord’s arrival there, he was hit by 
a headless arrow by the Lord and flung far away into the middle of the ocean. 

Then news came that king Janak is holding a marriage ceremony for his daughter 
named Sita, and in it the condition laid down by the king was that anyone who would lift 
and string a formidable bow of Lord Shiva that the king had in his possession for 
safekeeping would become eligible to marry his daughter. Sage Vishwamitra took the 
two brothers Ram and Laxman and went to attend this ceremony. There, when all the 
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assembled kings and princes failed to move the bow even an inch, Lord Ram not only 
lifted and stringed the bow but also broke it. This culminated in his marriage with Sita. 
The other three brothers were also married at the same venue to other sisters and cousins 
of Sita. 

The story thus far is covered in the Baal Kand of the epic Ram Charit Manas or 
the Ramayana written by saint Tulsidas. The word ‘Baal’ means a child or an adolescent 
youth, and the word ‘Kand’ means an event or an episode or a section of a bigger story. 

Then we move on to the next phase in the Lord’s earthly life, and it is narrated in 
the next Kand known as the Ayodhya Kand. It is related to the events in the life of Lord 
Ram that were centered on the developments in Ayodhya, the capital city of the kingdom. 

The king was getting old, and he was eager to anoint Ram on the throne. He 
approached his Guru sage Vashistha with his wish, and got a green signal from him. 
Preparation started in Ayodhya for the grand anointment ceremony. But the Lord had 
come down to earth not to enjoy the life of a prosperous kingdom but to eliminate the 
demons and free the earth of its burden, as also to give the numerous sages and hermits 
living in far flung parts of the realm the privilege of his divine view, known as ‘Darshan’. 
So something must be done. The Gods became upset that if the Lord gets the crown then 
he would not be able to go the forest and fight the demons like an ordinary human, and 
the very purpose of his incarnation would be nullified. So they devised a stratagem by 
which the goddess of wisdom known as Saraswati corrupted the mind of Manthara, a 
maidservant and a close confidante of Kaikeyi, one of the queens of Dasrath and the 
mother of Bharat. 

Manthara became jealous that Ram would become a king, and she instigated 
Kaikeyi saying that if this happens then she would have to live like an ordinary royal 
instead of like a queen, and Bharat would have to live like an ordinary courtier, obeying 
the orders of the king Ram. So what must be done, asked Kaikeyi. Manthara advised her 
that she had two pending vows or promises with king Dasrath, and she should invoke 
them now and redeem herself. She must ask the king to appoint Bharat on the throne as a 
fulfillment of the first promise, and send Ram to the forest for 14 years as the fulfillment 
of the second promise. 

So it happened that the righteous king was trapped. He did not wish to renegade 
on his own promises as this was absolutely sinful and regarded as unethical and 
sacrilegious for a truthful man who had spent his lifetime upholding the principles of 
Dharma. So Lord Ram was exiled to the forest for the next 14 years. Though Kaikeyi had 
asked only Lord Ram be sent to the forest, but when his wife Sita and his brother Laxman 
came to know about these developments they also decided to accompany him. 

Lord Ram left the city on foot along with Sita and Laxman. King Dasrath was 
heart-broken and he wept bitterly as never before. The city was thrown into turmoil, and 
the condition of the citizens of Ayodhya was no better—they could not bear that their 
beloved Lord should leave them and so all able bodied left the city to follow the Lord 
from behind, leaving the city desolate. The king sent his chief minister named Sumantra 
with a chariot with the intent to take him some way ahead into the forest and somehow 
make the Lord come back. Sumantra managed to persuade the Lord to board the chariot, 
but the citizens followed relentlessly. The first day’s stop was on the banks of river 
Tamsa. 
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The Lord did not wish that the citizens should be subjected to more suffering, and 
so he asked Sumantra to drive away in the darkness of the night in such a way that the 
tracks got confused and obliterated so the citizens would not be able to follow them the 
next morning when they woke up. So the Lord went ahead on his forest exile, and the 
dismayed citizens had no choice but to return home. 

From there they went on the chariot to Sringberpur and met Nishad, the chief of 
the boatman community. The next morning, Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman shed whatever 
remnants of royal paraphernalia they still had, matted their hairs, and summoned the 
boatman to cross the river Ganges. Sumantra had to turn back to Ayodhya from here. 

From there the Lord went to Prayag, the holy confluence of the three holy rivers, 
i.e. Ganges, Yamuna and Saraswati, and visited the hermitage of sage Bharadwaj. 

From the sage’s hermitage the Lord moved ahead on his onward journey to the 
forest. All the inhabitants of the little villages and hamlets that fell on the way were awe- 
struck at their sight and felt very privileged that they were having a divine Darshan 
(view) of the Lord even while staying in their native places. In this way, thousands of 
ordinary men, women and children had the benefit of viewing the Supreme Lord himself 
without having to undertake any arduous exercises and visiting any pilgrim places in 
search of the Lord. 

By and by, Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman came to the hermitage of sage Valmiki. 
The sage told the Lord the places he must choose to live in from the spiritual perspective, 
and then the physical place known as Chitrakoot situated amongst verdant forests, rivers 
and streams, and green mountains rich with waterfalls, where the Lord should go and live 
for sometime before moving ahead. So this was the place where the three—Lord Ram, 
his consort Sita, and his younger brother Laxman—put up a thatched hut and spent some 
time of the earlier period of their forest exile. 

Meanwhile, when Sumantra returned to Ayodhya and informed the king that 
Ram, Sita and Laxman did not come back but went on ahead to the forest, the old king 
died of contrition, grief and shock. The Guru, sage Vashistha, sent a messenger to Bharat 
and Shatrughan who were at the time of the unfolding of this horrifying saga in Ayodhya 
at the place of their maternal uncle. When Bharat got the news that he is being urgently 
summoned, he and his brother immediately came back to their home city. Bharat was met 
with gloom and foreboding omens around him. Everywhere he glanced, he saw a somber 
and grave mood. When he reached the palace he learnt what horrible deeds his mother 
had done—his father Dasrath was dead, and his beloved brothers Ram and Laxman had 
gone to the forest along with Sita, his sister-in-law. 

Obviously, Bharat was dumb-founded and crest fallen. He severely scolded his 
mother like she was a witch; he caught hold of Manthara by her hairs and dragged and 
kicked her, and was generally inconsolable. Sage Vashistha did his best to calm his 
down, and in due course Bharat performed the last rites of his dead father. 

But the throne was empty and this was not good for the kingdom. So the Guru, the 
ministers and the courtiers tried to persuade Bharat to accept the crown till the time Lord 
Ram came back. But Bharat flatly refused. He said that instead he would prefer to go to 
the forest and bring Ram back. Bharat—who till now was regarded as the villain and 
perceived as the chief conspirator for plotting for Ram’s forest exile as he wished to 
usurp the crown—suddenly became dear for the masses. 


29 


So the royal entourage, accompanied by citizens, army, courtiers, queen 
Kaushalya, and ministers of the kingdom, started on its journey to the place where Lord 
Ram lived in the jungle. Bharat and Shatrughan walked on foot, spurning requests to 
board the chariot. Why, Bharat argued, should he sit comfortably on a chariot when his 
Lord had walked on foot? Boils developed in the soles of both Bharat and Shatrughan, 

Sumantra showed them the path as far as Sringberpur where he had last seen Lord 
Ram, and then from there the royal party was led by Nishad who took him to the 
hermitage of sage Bharadwaj. Thereafter, the entourage moved on rapidly, asking the 
villagers and residents of the hamlets on the way about the directions that Lord Ram, 
Laxman and Sita had taken. Messengers were sent to reconnoiter, and Bharat was so 
nervous that he was uncertain if he would ever meet the Lord again. Eventually they 
reached Chitrakoot. 

The two brothers Ram and Bharat met most affectionately, and so did all of them 
with each other. The party pitched up camp in the pleasant environs of Chitrakoot. Lord 
Ram and Laxman did their last rites for their dead father, and some time was spent in rest 
and chalking out the next strategy. The Guru sage Vashistha summoned a meeting, and 
Bharat went all out to plead with the Lord to forgive him and return back to Ayodhya. 
Lord Ram convinced Bharat that he loved him more than he can even imagine and that 
there is no trace of ill-will or misunderstanding in him. But he must obey the instructions 
of his late father to stay in the forest for 14 years, and since the father is dead now it 
becomes all the more mandatory to carry out his orders, for otherwise it would be 
tantamount to disobeying one’s dead father which is an unpardonable sin. Bharat had 
even gone on record to offer to substitute places and stay in the forest in place of Lord 
Ram, but the Lord dissuaded him from it. Guru Vashistha then took Bharat aside and 
explained to him the divine mandate which the Lord had himself pronounced as Lord 
Vishnu and for which reason the Lord had come all the way down to earth. That divine 
work of the Gods for the wider well-being of creation and peace of its creature—which 
was the elimination of the demons—was far more important than suffering the absence of 
the Lord for such a small period of 14 years which meant nothing in the cosmic scale of 
time. Vashistha told Bharat that he should see the things from a broader perspective, and 
give up his stubbornness. Bharat saw the reason, and so he relented. The Lord gave 
Bharat his wooden sandals as a token of his presence in Ayodhya and its throne. 

Accepting it most reverentially, Bharat took his leave and returned to the city with 
a heavy heart. He put the Lord’s sandals on the throne, and himself decided to lead a life 
of a hermit. So he built a thatched hut on the outskirts of the capital, as a place called 
Nandigram, and began to live an austere life of a hermit. He carried his duties of the 
kingdom as a caretaker, and worshipped the sandals as a personified image of Lord Ram 
himself. 

This brings us to the close of ‘Ayodhya Kang’. 

The next phase of the story is called Aranya Kand because it deals with the part of 
Lord Ram’s life in the forest that was very dense and infested with cruel demons. The 
word ‘Aranya’ means a forest. 

After sometime, Lord Ram decided to leave Chitrakoot and head further ahead 
into the denser part of the forest. He had two objectives—first was that great sages, 
hermits and ascetics lived there and they had all done severe Tapa (penance and 
austerity). The Lord had to bless them all, and to do this he had to visit their hermitages 
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in the deep recesses of the forest. The second reason was that he would find the demons 
there, and not in the inhabited areas where the forest was less dense and not as hostile. 

So the Lord went into the next area of the forest and met a number of sages and 
killed a number of demons. Thus, he met sage Atri, and Sita paid her obeisance to the 
sage’s wife known by the name of Anasuiya. The Lord proceeded further and killed the 
demon Viraadha. Then he met sage Sharbhanga, and took the vow of killing the demons 
when he saw a heap of bones and upon enquiry was told that it was of the sages killed by 
the demons. Moving ahead, the Lord met sage Sutikshan, and then sage Agastya. 

Further ahead came the real horrifying part of the forest, called Dandakaaranya. It 
was most inhospitable and dense. The Lord met Jatau, the vulture, and befriended him. 
The Lord decided to spend sometime in a clearing of the forest, and put up a small 
thatched cottage in a place called ‘Panch-vati’. 

A demoness named Supernakha became enamoured by the Lord, and disguised as 
a beauty she approached the Lord with the proposal of marriage. The Lord got her nose 
and ears chopped off by Laxman. Enraged, the demoness complained to her brother, the 
demon Khar. He gathered an army of demons led by himself, Dushan and Tirshira, and 
attacked the Lord. After a fierce battle, all the demons were killed. 

Wonderstruck, Supernakha went to complain to the king of demons, i.e. Ravana 
who ruled the demons from his capital of Lanka which was a golden city situated in the 
middle of the ocean. Ravana was surprised, as Khar and Dushan were no ordinary 
demons and they had the strength matched only by himself. So surely their killer cannot 
be an ordinary human. But their killing was an affront for him, and he just could not take 
it lying down. But at the same time he did not have the courage to face this human enemy 
from the front because with the killing of Khar and Dushan he had become suspicious. 

So he decided to adopt a stratagem and lure them to his fortress at Lanka. He went 
to Marich (who had earlier been flung by the Lord when he had gone to defile sage 
Vishwamitra’s fire sacrifice) and forced him to become a golden deer so that Ravana 
could steal Sita in order to settle scores with Ram for deforming his sister Supernakha. 

As this decoy golden deer frolicked near the hermitage of Lord Ram in Panch- 
vati, Ravana hid and waited for his chance to pounce upon Sita. The Lord knew 
everything in advance. So he sent Laxman to the forest to fetch wood and asked Sita to 
enter the ‘fire’ to maintain her purity because now approached the crucial moment for 
which the Lord had come to the forest. When Sita saw the golden deer, she asked the 
Lord to go and fetch it for her. The all-knowing Lord willingly got up and went deep in 
the forest behind the deer. Finally when he was far enough so that Ravana could get a 
chance to carry out his mischief, the Lord killed the deer. At the last moment of his life, 
Marich called out aloud the name of Laxman first and then softly the name of the Lord, 
‘Ram’, and found his emancipation and salvation. 

As was destined, when Sita heard the name of the Laxman being called out, she 
thought that the Lord was in danger and needed help. And despite of Laxman assuring 
her that no harm can ever come to the Lord, she forced him to go in the direction from 
where the name was heard. Finding the hermitage unguarded, Ravana appeared as a 
mendicant and begged for food. Sita stepped out to oblige him, when he suddenly showed 
his true form and seized her. Putting her forcibly on the chariot, he went towards Lanka 
by the air, with a distraught, wailing and lamenting Sita held in captivity. On the way, the 
vulture Jatau tried to stop him and a fierce battle raged between the two. But ultimately 
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Ravana cut off Jatau’s wings, and the poor bird fell on the ground, repeating the Lord’s 
holy name ‘Ram’ and holding his last breath for some more time so that he can see the 
Lord and convey the message of Sita’s abduction by Ravana before he dies. 

Meanwhile, when Ram saw Laxman coming, he was alarmed, and knew that 
something was seriously amiss. When the two brothers returned to the hermitage, Sita 
was gone. At first Lord Ram pretended that he has lost all hopes and courage, and wished 
to end his life. Like an ordinary man he wailed and wept for her. This was part of the 
human drama that the Lord had to play to perfection so that the demons are not 
forewarned that the Supreme Being has come to eliminate them. Otherwise they would 
surrender themselves and the Lord would be forced to forgive them to uphold his 
reputation of being merciful and kind. But should this happen, the entire trouble of 
coming to the earth would be of no use, and though the Lord would be compelled to 
forgive the demons if they come seeking pardon they would revert to their old ways after 
sometime. The Lord’s promise to the earth and the Gods that he would rid the world of 
the torment from the demons would not be fulfilled. So it was prudent and wise to play 
safe and let them believe that he was an ordinary human prince sent to the forest due to 
fight over the share of some kingdom! 

Gradually after the initial shock, the Lord regained his composure, and the two 
brothers now set out in search of Sita. They came to the place where Jatau lay wounded. 
The Lord washed his wounds with his own hands and lock of hairs, and Jatau told him all 
that he had witnessed. Then Jatau died while being caressed by the Lord himself. The 
Lord then performed his last rites himself. 

Moving ahead, Lord Ram met and killed a demon named Kabandh. Then he came 
to the lonely hermitage of the old women named Shabari. She gave him motherly love 
and some fruits to eat, and then left her mortal body by the self-lit fire of Yoga to find 
emancipation and salvation. The Lord performed her last rites as he would have done for 
his own mother. 

Shabari had advised the Lord to proceed in the direction of a mountain known as 
Rishyamook where lived the exiled monkey king Surgiv with his companions such as 
Hanuman and Jamvant. 

So Lord Ram and Laxman proceeded in the direction of this mountain. This 
brings us to the end of ‘Aranya Kand’. 

Next is the ‘Kishkindha Kand’—so called because the area of the land fell under 
the jurisdiction of the kingdom of Kishkindha, which was the kingdom of the monkeys 
and bears, and had the city of Kishkindha as its capital. 

At the Rishyamook mountain, the Lord met his greatest devotee known as 
Hanuman. By his physical body he was a monkey like the rest of them, but we must not 
forget here that all of them were the Gods who came down on the earth to help and 
support Lord Vishnu in the form of Lord Ram when the Lord would launch his final 
assault on the demons. Hanuman was none but Lord Shiva himself. 

Here, the Lord made friends with Sugriv, the exiled brother of Vaali, the king of 
the monkey race. When the Lord learnt about the injustice done to Sugriv by Vaali, he 
interceded on Sugriv’s behalf and killed Vaali. Then Sugriv was made the king of 
Kishkindha. 

The Lord waited for the rainy season to end, and then huge groups of monkeys 
and bears were dispatched in all the directions of the earth to find out about Sita. Since 
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the Lord is all-knowing, he knew before hand that this task would be accomplished by 
Hanuman alone. So he summoned him and gave his personal finger ring as a token for 
Sita so that she is convinced of the identity of Hanuman when he met her. 

The group in which Hanuman was went in the south direction, and finally they 
reached the shore of the ocean. Faced with the formidable ocean as an obstacle, the group 
became distraught and concluded that they have come to a dead-end. It so happened that 
the elder brother of Jatau, the vulture named Sampaati, lived in a cave in a nearby 
mountain. He came out upon hearing the commotion and told the group that he can see 
across the stretch of the ocean and see Sita seated under a tree in a garden in Lanka. This 
city was mid-way in the ocean, and was approximately 100 Yojans (800 miles) from the 
shore. So obviously anyone who could make this giant leap can go there. 

After much deliberation it was decided that the only member of the group who 
has the ability to go and come back alive was Hanuman. The bear king Jamvant 
encouraged Hanuman to show his true mettle and do this great task of the Lord for which 
he has taken birth as a monkey in the first place. 

Hanuman immediately assumed a colossus form, and invoking the holy name and 
the divine blessing of the Supreme Lord Ram, he prepared to leap across the ocean. 

This brings us to the end of ‘Kishkindha Kang’. 

The next phase of the divine story of Lord Ram is known as Sundar Kand. The 
word ‘Sundar’ means beautiful. Why this Kand is called ‘Sundar’ is discussed at the end 
of its brief outline. 

Hanuman leapt across the ocean. He met the demoness named Sursaa who could 
catch the shadow of anything flying overhead, and overcame her with wit. Then he 
landed on the shore of Lanka, the capital of the demons that was ruled by their ruthless 
king Ravana, the one with ten heads. At this time, Hanuman was in a very small form, 
like that of a mosquito. At the entrance of the city he met Lankini, the demoness 
gatekeeper, and punched her, leaving her bleeding profusely. She then allowed him to go 
in, prophesying that the end of the cruel demons was now at hand. Once inside the city, 
he roamed around in search of Sita and came to the dwelling of Vibhishan, the younger 
brother of Ravana but a great devotee of Lord Vishnu. Vibhishan and Hanuman met each 
other, became friends, and the former told the latter the place where Sita was confined. It 
was a garden known as the Ashoka Vaatika or the garden of Ashoka trees. 

Hanuman entered the garden and hid himself behind thick foliage of the tree 
under which Sita sat brooding and in grief. At the opportune time Hanuman dropped the 
signet ring of Lord Ram that he had brought along. Sita picked it up, and thus the two— 
Hanuman and Sita became acquainted with each other. Hanuman reassured Sita that her 
days of grief were soon to end as the Lord would come as soon as he goes back to him 
with the news of his meeting with her. Sita was extremely happy and relieved. Then 
Hanuman took her leave and ruined the garden of its fruit bearing trees. Ravana heard of 
the destruction and was alarmed, sent his army under the command of his son Meghnaad 
to catch Hanuman and bring him to the court. Hanuman tried his best to plead with 
Ravana to avoid confrontation with the Lord and give Sita back to him, but Ravana flatly 
refused. The ill-witted demons tried to mock at the Lord by deforming his messenger, and 
so they decided to burn his tail. This was a god-sent opportunity Hanuman was waiting 
for to settle accounts with the demons, so as soon as the cloth that was wrapped round his 
tail and soaked in oil was set alight, he escaped from their captivity and went on a 
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rampage in the city, dragging and swaying the fiercely burning tail behind him. This 
resulted in a huge fire, and the golden city of Lanka was reduced to ashes. Hanuman 
jumped into the ocean to douse the flame, took his last leave from Sita and jumped across 
the ocean to this side of the shore where his other companions waited anxiously for his 
return. 

The party went jubilantly to report the success to Lord Ram, who was 
overwhelmed with joy and happiness. There was cheer and rejoicing everywhere. A huge 
army of monkeys and bears was assembled forthwith and the Lord started on for the final 
phase of his forest exile to conquer Lanka and kill the fierce demons led by Ravana, 
thereby fulfilling the promise Lord Vishnu had made to the tormented earth, to the 
worried sages and seers, and to the terrified Gods that he would rid them of their fear and 
tyranny of the demons. 

The army reached the shores of the ocean. The Lord first tried not to embarrass 
the ocean by crossing it forcefully without permission, so he tried to please the ocean 
god. But when the Lord found that he is adamant, the Lord drew his arrow to dry up the 
whole ocean. Terrified, the ocean god relented and begged forgiveness. He advised the 
Lord to build a bridge across the water, and so the great bridge was constructed. 

The huge army which seemed to stretch till the horizon crossed the ocean, some 
walking over the bridge, some jumping over the back of the marine creatures who had 
come to the surface to watch the spectacle, some simply leaping to the other side, and 
some riding on the back of their friends and companions. It was a huge tide of monkeys 
and bears sweeping on the shores of Lanka. Thus, the Lord landed on Lanka. 

This is the end of this fifth phase of the story called the ‘Sundar Kang’. 

Now, let us see briefly what is so ‘Sundar’ or beautiful in this Kand. This phase is 
‘beautiful’ because a new day has dawned beckoning of hope and redemption amid the 
previous environment of loss, gloom, grief, hopelessness and haplessness. Now onwards, 
despair and dejection are replaced by hope and rejoicing. Insurmountable and formidable 
barriers are overcome—the ocean is crossed, the obstacles in the form of the two 
demonesses are removed, the impregnable fortress of Lanka representing a den of vices, 
negativity, sins and evil is reduced to ashes, Sita and Vibhishan are both promised 
redemption, liberation and deliverance, and the ‘lost hope’ was converted into ‘attainable 
hope’, an attainable objective. Metaphorically, the creature who is firmly held captive to 
the entanglements of this deluding world but is yearning to break free from his fetters is 
assured that his redemption is at hand and the Lord is ever ready to take any trouble he 
has to take in order to liberate the creature and provide him deliverance from his torments 
should he be sincere and steadfast in his devotion, submission and love for the Lord. 

The construction of the bridge has immense symbolic meaning. It signifies the 
bridging of the gap between hopelessness and hope, between despair and rejoicing, 
between the trapped creature and his salvation and redemption. The yawning gap of the 
ocean-like world of delusions and entrapments is no barrier wide enough or formidable 
enough which the Lord cannot overcome to provide the subjects of his creation with 
freedom from their torments and horrors if only they are sincerely desirous of the Lord’s 
intervention and help. Salvation and emancipation of the creature, liberation and 
deliverance of his soul are never an unreachable destination if he is steady in his spiritual 
pursuit and has steady faith and devotion for the Lord. 
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This ocean-like world of delusions cannot become a barrier strong enough to 
separate such a creature and his Atma (soul) from the Supreme Being who is the 
Parmatma, the Supreme Atma (Soul) of this world. The strong fort of Lanka representing 
the different shortcomings that the creature has that keeps him firmly shackled to this 
world will be broken in a moment if the creature sincerely prays to the Lord to provide 
him liberation and deliverance from this bondage. 

This phase of the story is ‘beautiful’ because ‘goodness and righteousness’ are 
finally looking up and showing signs of triumph over ‘bad and evil’. The gloomy and 
depressive phase is over, and it is replaced with courage, hope and victory. 

Then we move on to the sixth phase of the story known as the Lanka Kand. It is 
the story of unmatched strength, valour, gallantry and courage, leading to victory and 
fame. The evil has finally been crushed underfoot and buried, and goodness has shone as 
bright as the sun. 

Having landed on the shore of Lanka, Lord Ram made a last ditch attempt to 
avoid bloodshed by sending Angad, the son of Vaali and the nephew of Sugriv, as his 
messenger of peace to Ravana. A verbal duel followed between Angad and Ravana, and 
Angad planted his feet on the ground, challenging Ravana to move it. Should he be able 
to do it successfully, Angad promised him, it will be deemed that Lord Ram has lost the 
war, and if not, than Ravana be damned. All the courtiers tried their might but could not 
move Angad’s feet an inch. Finally Ravana came himself, and then Angad rebuked him, 
saying ‘you wretched one. Why do you kneel before me? Had you done it before Lord 
Ram, your whole clan would have found redemption.’ 

The ferocious war finally broke out. One by one all the demons were killed. 
During the course of the war, Laxman was wounded and Hanuman had to go the 
Himalayas to fetch the herbs which were used to bring Laxman back to life. 

The last demon to die was Ravana himself, and as soon as he fell there was an 
uproarious cheer in the heavens. Vibhishan was crowned as the new king of Lanka, and 
Sita met her beloved husband Lord Ram. The dead monkeys who had fallen during the 
course of the war were all revived by the rain of Amrit (ambrosia of life) that Indra, the 
chief of the Gods rained from the sky, and the fallen demons too benefited as they all 
went to the heaven instead of to hell. 

Lord Ram finally made his departure from Lanka for his own city of Ayodhya 
aboard the air plane known as ‘Pushpak’. Besides Sita and Laxman, he was accompanied 
by his monkey and bear companions. 

This is the end of the “Lanka Kanda’ which is also known as the Uddha or the 
War Kand. 

Then we come to the seventh and the last phase of the story known as the Uttar 
Kand. The word ‘Uttar’ refers to the final phase of life, or the second half of a long story. 
Hence the name of this Kand as it marks the end of the Lord’s first phase of his worldly 
sojourn and the beginning of the second phase when he began to rule the world as its king 
and emperor after having killed all the demons and fulfilling his promise to the earth, the 
sages and seers, and the Gods. 

Hanuman was sent ahead to inform Bharat that the Lord is returning from his 
forest exile. The news spread like wild-fire in the city of Ayodhya, and the city erupted in 
joy. Bharat and the rest of them rushed outside the city, to its outskirts, where the 
Pushpak plane came down to the ground. There was a great reunion between the brothers, 
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a scene unmatched in this world. The Lord entered the city, and the withered and gloomy 
city became vibrant and lively once again. On an auspicious day and time, Lord Ram was 
crowned a king-emperor. There was celebration and festivities everywhere, on the earth 
and in the heaven. 

The Lord ruled most righteously and according to the laws of Dharma (ethics, 
righteousness, probity, propriety, morality) and Satya (truthfulness). His rule was 
exemplary and there was happiness and prosperity everywhere. 

By and by, a time came when the Lord had to wind up his worldly phase. The 
Lord had to obey the laws of Nature and he could not remain perpetually on earth. So 
some excuse had to be found. Certain developments motivated by the Supreme Lord 
himself were made to happen, due to which Sita was sent to exile to live in the care of the 
learned sage Valmiki in his hermitage. It was here that the Lord’s two sons Lav and Kush 
were born. 

Tulsidas has ended his story telling here. The saint could not bear to write more 
and describe how the Lord who was so dear to his heart and the essence of his life left 
this world and went back to his divine abode in the heaven. So Tulsidas decided to stop 
the story here. Symbolically, Tulsidas made Lord Ram live on this earth amongst us for 
all times to come. All other versions of the Ramayana, such as those written by sages 
Valmiki and Veda Vyas, have elaborately described the final phases of the Lord’s earthly 
sojourn, but our Tulsidas preferred not to think of the Lord ever leaving us alone. 

So shall it be! We too shall also end our narration here by describing the birth of 
Lav and Kush from Tulsidas’ book Geetawali to wind up the story. 

As a form of paying obeisance to the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram, 
the rest of this book is devoted to beautiful hymns and prayers dedicated to Lord Ram. It 
fills the heart of the devotee with ecstasy and makes him exhilarated when he as much as 
even utters the lovable name of the Lord as ‘Ram’. There is indeed no other word as 
endearing and sweet as this single word ‘Ram’ in the entire lexicon of scriptural 
literature. This is the reason why Lord Shiva, known as ‘Mahaa-dev’, the Great God, the 
wisest and the most enlightened of the Gods, had adopted the name ‘Ram’ as the only 
spiritual formula for finding eternal peace and bliss. [Refer Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Doha no. 25.] 
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A Divine Biography of Lord Ram 
& 
Glory of Lord’s Holy Name 


[Based Entirely on Goswami Tulsidas’ Classical Books: Ram Charit Manas, Geetawali, 
Kavitawali, Barvai Ramayan, Vinai Patrika, Dohawali & Ram Tapini Upanishad, Anand 
Ramayan, Padma Puran, Skanda Puran, and other sources for Hymns / Strotas] 


SECTION 1 
Chapter 1 


"KAAG BHUSUND RAMAYAN" 


{This Chapter narrates the divine story of Ramayan in the words of the crow-saint Kaag 
Bhusund. It appears in Tulsidas’ Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 7/64/3 To 7/68 (KA). 
Though this text appears at the end of the original text, it has been brought in the 
beginning of this book because it acts to summarise the whole story and introduce the 
reader to the synopsis of the events that would unfold as he goes on reading the chapters 
one by one.} 


Ram Charit Manas: 7/64/3 To 7/68 (KA) 


aa ATA HA ld Wala | Fal Yas Fa YS Taal | 3 
ML Tet GANAS HA | ATE an Aaa IY AMT 11 4 [7/64/3-4] 


The King of Birds called Garud (who is the mount of Lord Vishnu) had some doubts 
regarding the Divinity of Lord Sri Ram; so he had approached sage Narad, the creator 
Brahama, and Lord Shiva to remove his delusions and doubts. Finally, Lord Shiva 
directed him to go to the hermitage of the crow named Kaag Bhusund who recites Lord 
Ram's story daily. Lord Shiva assured him that, on hearing the story, all is doubts will 
vanish. 

At Kaag Bhusund hermitage, Garud requested the former to narrate the life story of 
Lord Sri Ram so that he can see the light of wisdom and get peace at heart. This history is 
eternally delightful and a cure for all spiritual torments and sufferings. [7/64/3-4] 


TY SAA BAM I My | Tat Fag aa Hels Fa ce 119 
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After explaining the cause for the Lord's decision to take a divine form (incarnation) 
as Ram, Kaag Bhusund sang the story of Lord's incarnation (descent upon the earth) and 
then recounted the infanthood, joys and events with great interest.[7/64/9] 


ae- aerate af fates fate aq ve WH oT | 
RA amaa mA gA i aaz [Doha 7/64] 


He narrated the various pranks, joys and episodes during the childhood days of Lord 
Ram; than he described the arrival of sage Vishwamitra, and thereafter, the marriage of 
Lord Ram. [7/64]. 


FSR TA STI HAT | OPT TT TI TST A HT | 

qae m AR Aa pA A ASA HTT 12 

ANa Taa hae IRT AR SaR fara NAT | 13 

aaa yy Aea aaa Rage iA aÀ MTAA | 14 

aRar PR FT AAT | ATAA DA ag AT 1S 

aR Jy far ST Wa et AW Ss WY | TAT | 16 

Ofer Tyee Teper AAMT | St UST STAAL ST 17 

Wee Te Aad Fer HET | TY Ste sth He Of AeA 18 [7/65/1-8] 


Then, Kaagbhusund narrated the plans for anointing Lord Ram as Prince-Regent and 
sudden interrupting of the ceremonies due to his father's pledges given to his step mother 
(1). 

Then he described the agony of residents of Ayodhya on learning that Ram is being 
exiled for fourteen years as well as the conversation between Lord Ram and his brother 
Laxman (2). 

This was followed by Ram's departure for the forest, the boatman's devotion and 
honour for the Lord, his crossing of river Ganga, and the halt at Prayag (3). 

Thereafter, he described the meeting between sage Valmiki and Lord Ram, and how 
the Lord stayed at Chitrakoot (4). 

The King's minister (who was sent by King Dasrath to accompany Lord Ram on a 
Chariot during his departure from Ayodhya) came back to the capital; and then, learning 
that he had returned alone without Lord Ram, King Dasrath died. Bharat came to 
Ayodhya and his love and devotion towards his brother (Lord Ram) was described in 
many ways (5). 

Bharat performed his father's last rites and, accompanied by the residents of 
Ayodhya, he went to Chitrakoot where Lord Ram resided at that time (to bring him 
back). (6). 

Lord Ram consoled him in all possible ways, and Bharat returned to Ayodhya 
bringing with him Lord Ram's sandals (wooden footware) (7). 

Kaagbhusund described the way Bharat lived at Ayodhya and then continued his 
narration with the episode involving the son of King of Gods, Jayant (son of Indra), and 
then described the meeting between Lord Ram and sage Atri. (8) [7/65/1-8] 
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ater fe former oer site fare ce ash eT 
att actos Sita Of ay sted AAG! | [Doha 7/65] 


After describing demon Viradh's slaying and sage Sarbhang's leaving his mortal body, he 
went on to narrate sage Sutikshan's love/devotion and the communion of Lord Ram with 
sage Agastya.[7/65]. 


ale Som TA maag ater Heat oft fe Ae 1 

qA oy Gaal Hea STAT | st Gert Altes aL AAT 12 

Uf afer sE T gara fats airs PSA 13 

Ufa aaa ae aeft ar fata Ba ALY SAAT SIT 14 

aa ANT arse | Site fate we at Gat af Het 15 

OPA Ae Star HX STAT | St TSH ALS HEH ATT | 16 

JA ay ia a RA hA aA hia cates ale crest 17 
eh fore A T A Afa a aA AT 118 [7/66/1-8] 


After telling about the purification of Dandak-forest, Kaagbhusund narrated the 
friendship between Lord Ram and the Vulture (Jatayu) (1). 

Thereafter, the Lord stayed at Panchvati forest and liberated all the sages of their 
agonies and torments (2). 

Then was narrated his discourse to Laxman followed by how demoness Supernakha 
was mutilated (3). 

Khar-Dusan's slaying and intimation of all this to 10-headed demon Ravana was 
described next (4) 

Ravana's talk with Marich was narrated as it happened (5). 

Then illusionary Sita was abducted (by Ravana) and a little of Lord Ram's desolation 
and lamentations was described. (6). 

Thereafter, searching for Sita, Lord Ram performed the last rites of Vulture Jatau and 
gave liberation to Kabandha by slaying him (7). 

Lord Ram then went to the lake called Pampa, wailing for Sita all the way (8). 
[7/66/1-8] 


QE- I ma Haa P Aref fret FST 
qA ga Aas a aa x T1166 Ka 
PAR Nas AR IY pa AA A TA | 
FAT TH LE Bw TA TH HHT AT! | 66 Kha [Doha 7/66, Ka, Kha] 


Then Kaagbhusund narrated Lord Ram's conversation with sage Narad, his meeting 
with Sri Hanuman, son of Wind-God, his friendship with Monkey King Sugriv and 
slaying of (Sugriv's brother) Bali. (a). 
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Lord Ram anointed Sugriv as King of Kishkindha and took up residence on mount 
Pravarsan. Then followed an account of the rainy season and autumn, and Lord Ram's 
anger at Sugriv (b).[7/66] 


sie fate aftate ate vere tet ist sac fefs are | 

Aan ware alee Ste atch | Hits seth fren Sart 1 12 

gA aa EN ARGAT A IS Tai STITT 13 

zia aA were RA a gA aR a RA Aa 14 

FF SoM Teas AR BX ats ATS gR Tate | 15 

Be aft Ga Te TTS | TAT Tt PACT TALE | 16 

Aa TAs Sea TST | Soe GTS TARP ET AT 17 

Aa aa IR Afà sng 1 arr Fae BM FAS 18 [7/67/1-8] 


Kaagbhusund then continued his narration describing how the monkey king sent his 
messengers in all directions in search of Sita.(1); how the group sent towards the south 
entered a cave and met Sampati (Vulture Jatau's brother) (2); how after hearing the news 
(about Sita's location at Lanka) the wind God's son (Hanuman) jumped over the vast 
ocean (3); how he entered Lanka and re-assured Sita (4); how he ruined (laid waste) the 
grove (garden of fruit trees where Sita was confined by Ravana), burned Lanka, 
challenged Ravana and leapt back across the ocean to where Lord Ram was (5), how he 
told Ram that Sita was all-right (6); how Lord Ram collected and assembled the army and 
encamped on the seashore (7); how Ravana's brother Vibhishan came to take refuge with 
him and how Ram was able to subjugate the ocean (8). [7/67/1-8]. 


qa- Ag aie a Sa fas Sao APR OK | 
Tas Tete Sax f Afa apan 1i Ka 
ARa aa m RAN AA IER | 
PARA AN R A EN HR 11 Kha [Doha 7/67 Ka, Kha] 


Kaagbhusund then narrated how the monkeys built a bridge across the ocean, how 
they landed at Lanka and how the heroic (Son of Bali) Angad went as an envoy (in order 
to avoid war) to the court of Ravana (Ka). 

Thereafter the battle between Demon (Ravana's army) and monkeys (Ram's army) 
was described in different ways. Kumbhkaran (Brother of Ravana) and Meghnad (his 
son) were eventually killed in battle (Kha). [Doha 7/67] 


ARER Aa ma AfA a A Wat GAL ATAT | | 
qaa aa HAR AR ra AA da TAR | 12 

Aar a Aea a ge Ae gA m N 13 
JA yor afg aie AT aa aA IA pN AAT 14 
I Af wa are frst sre araa Aa aR Ba AME 15 
crete sete TH ST TR AT TOA STAT | 16 
HA GAS FAS TST (7) [7/68/1-7] 
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Continuing with his narration, Kaagbhusund then described the death of army of 
demons and the battle between Ram & Ravana (1); how Ravana was slayed and 
lamentation of his wife Mandodari, anointment of Vibhishan as King of Lanka and the 
Liberation of Gods from fear (of Ravana) (2). 

Then he described the meeting of Sita with Ram, and how the Gods sang Lord Ram's 
glories with folded hands (3). 

Thereafter, Ram mounted the plane called "Pushpak" with other monkeys and 
proceeded towards his capital Ayodhya. (4). He then described how Ram reached 
Ayodhya and sang all other holy deeds (of Lord Ram) (5). 

After that he described Ram's coronation as King of Ayodhya and his polity (6). 

This is how Kaagbhusund narrated the whole (sacred) life-story of Lord Ram to the 
bird King Garud. (7) [7/68/1-7] 


Kaagbhusund sings the glory of Lord Ram in the following words. 


frost ofa afte area Ang | wy ware ASAT ETS 11 

mes Toe HR Bafa fret | ae wa FH fre aaah Te 112 

ASAT TA BT TT TA | Ther SA Steg TATA 113 

frst fast ata ais et ys arate | fers ay fare oF orate | 14 

Pete ante ar Aare Ws | TH Sete Ale Tate Sta 115 

AA a a Sta | At Has HIS UTS feb ATT | 16 

Wy TF Ua Sie GAT TA | St cafe afta sak AS 117 

E Af Ba ARE Aa | aH aa Hie saa SAHA 118 [7/91/1-8] 
ade mea A Ha AJA aA A A AE IRTA | 

afe ma A giia aa RA aA 11 (Ka) 

ga AR Get Ge sts Se ST a | 

qada Ad Hie FA GAT WAT 11 (Kha) [Doha 7/91 Ka, Kha.] 


"Oh Lord (Garuda) ! I have sung the glory of Lord Ram according to my intellect 
(1). I have not invented anything because I have seen all this with my own eyes (2). 
Glory of Ram's name, visible form, qualities, stories-all are endless, as is the Lord 
himself (3). Sages, saints, hermits, mystics, enlightened ones- all have sung His song 
according to their merit and reach; even Vedas, Lord Shiva, Sheshnath can't reach the end 
of it (4). All winged creatures (birds) like you fly high in the sky according to their 
capacity, but none can find the depth of it (5); even so, oh Garud, who can fathom the 
fathomless depth of Lord Ram's glory (6). Lord Ram's divine form has the beauty of 
numerous cupids; he can crush his enemies like countless goddess Durga (7); he has the 
luxuries of numerous Indras and expanse as great as countless skies (space) (8). [7/91/1- 
8] 

He has the might of myriad wind-Gods, brilliance and dazzle of myriad suns, cool 
and comfort of myriad moons and dispels fears of mundane existence (Ka). Like 
numerous death-Gods, he is irresistible, un-approachable and interminable, and 
irrepressible like myriad fires (Kha) [Doh 7/91 Ka, Kha.] 
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WY SMT Te Hie Tare | FAA aif Ga Bs Hee 11 

aia sata apie Wa Wes | ATA tReet ST LT TAT 112 

fear aie sract wast | ey aie aa aa AKT 113 

PAAT HA Af HAA | HRA BI TAH TAT | 14 

ane wife sia age | fate a AE gi AAR 115 

A Ai GA Wert hat | Sx Hie Ta Ta Get 116 

ae aie Ga GA saa | AAT ihe iA AAT 117 

OR Oe Ua Hife AN | Prater Frew Wy SATA 118 [7/92/1-8] 
oe ARM IIT AA UA HA A TA P | 

RA A aa aAa aa Wa hed sats CAAT ae A | 

fe aie fast fast afd force atte eke caret | 

WY qa me Bhd PIT VIF fl GE Ae 11 2 [Chanda7/92/1-2.] 
Ae- ag ANa TA R e fè Tras aH | 


dare M oe fre YAS Tele gras Ig 11 (Ka) 
Ma- Wa TT TAT YS PA HEAT ATA | 
ast FAA Ue AM AST Fal Ate TIF 11 (Kha) [Doha, Sortha: 7/92, Ka, Kha.] 

He is fathomless like countless subterranean worlds, dreadful as countless Yamas! 
(God of Death) (1), sanctifying like countless holy places; his single name can obliterate 
and vanquish countless sins (2). He is immovable, stable, unwavering and serious as 
numerous Himalayas and deep as numerous seas (3). Like countless Kamdhenu cows’, he 
can bestow one's wishes and boons (4), is wise like millions of Goddess Saraswatis’, 
expert in creation like millions of Brahmas* (5), sustainer like million of Vishnus’, 
terminator like million of Shivas® (6), rich like numerous Kubers’, creator of delusions 
like numerous Mayas? (7) and bearer of weight of the world like countless Sheshnaths’. 
In brief, Lord Ram is the sovereign of Gods, Universe, is infinite and incomparable in 
every respect [7/92/1-8]. 

Vedas assert that Lord Ram has no peer, is incomparable even as it is ridiculous to 
compare the sun with a glow-worm (1). All the sages sing his glory according to their 
intellect and wit, and the Lord obliges them by listening to it for he respects the 
sentiments of his devotees (2). [Chanda 7/92/1-2.] 

Lord Ram is an ocean of countless virtues, how can anyone find his depth ? I told 
you what little I know by way of hearing from other saints (Ka). The Lord is won-over by 
sincere devotion, love; he is fountain of joy, bliss and compassion. So, give up 
attachments, vanity, pride, delusions and adore Him (Kha). [Doha, Sortha—7/92/Ka, 
Kha]. 


[Note—' Yama—He is the God of death. *Kamdhenu cow—It is the all wish 
fulfilling cow of the Gods. *Saraswati—She is the goddess of knowledge, wisdom 
and speech. “Brahma—He is the first of the Trinity Gods and the creator of the 
visible creation. °Vishnu—He is the second of the Trinity Gods and the sustainer 
and protector of creation. °Shiva— He is the third of the Trinity Gods and the 
annihilator or concluder of creation. "Kuber—He is the God’s treasurer. *Maya— 
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This is the delusion creating powers of the Supreme Being. *Sheshnath—He is the 
legendary serpent said to hold the earth on its hood.] 


Kk k k kk kK ok 


Chapter 2 


{In this Chapter we shall read about the following topics in the words of Tulsidas—(1) 
The genesis of the story, (2) The reasons for the Supreme Being known as Lord Vishnu 
incarnating himself as Lord Ram, and (3) The havoc caused by the demons led by their 
king Ravana. } 


The Genesis of the story of Lord Ram as narrated by Goswami Tulsidas:-- 
Genesis 


{The divine and holy story of the Supreme Being’s incarnation in the form of Lord Ram 
which has been described by Goswami Tulsidas in his various books, especially the one 
known the world over as the Ram Charit Manas which forms the basic text around which 
our book is structured, was first conceived in his heart and mind by Lord Shiva. He had 
told it first to his divine consort Parvati when she wished to know who Ram actually was 
and the glorious deeds that he did on earth. 

In some horary past, this story was again revealed by Lord Shiva to the crow saint 
named Kaagbhusund. So he became the second one to hear it. 

The third narrator was sage Yagyawalkya who told it to sage Bharadwaj and other 
assembled sages and seers during a religious congregation at the pilgrim place known as 
Prayag situated on the confluence of three holy rivers, viz. the Ganges, the Yamuna and 
the underground Saraswati. 

Finally, our own Goswami Tulisdas was told this story by his Guru (teacher) 
named Narhari-das at a place known as Sukar-Kshetra. It is situated on the confluence of 
two rivers Saryu and Ghagra near the holy pilgrim city of Ayodhya. This is the city 
where Lord Ram had revealed himself as the son of king Dasrath to carry out the divine 
mandate of freeing the earth of its burden of cruel and sinful demons who have been 
ruthlessly tormenting the innocent and humble creatures of the earth. 

All these facts have been mentioned in the epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’ (RCM) in its 
Baal Kand, Chaupai nos. 3-5 that precedes Doha no. 30, and line nos. 1-2 of this Doha 
itself. 

The story which we hear from Tulsidas and which unfolds in the coming pages is 
the one that was told to Bharadwaj by sage Yagyawalkya. Refer: RCM, Baal Kand, Doha 
30 and its preceding Chaupai nos. 1-2, as well as Doha 31, Chaupai 1-3.} 


Ram Charit Manas:-- 
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ay are ae alta Geran | aght Hart Ht Sate FATA I 3 N 
Az fa mfe dar a ret afèr ETN ¥ 
q ma maa gA a I Ra gA nga uA maT n [1/30/3-5.] 


Haft Frat We aa Gt Hart At Genta | 

wast ae ate ares aa aif Ws Brea Ml Bo (GH ) it [Doha-30 Ka. ] 
date et We ots NT | aafet Ut Hes Alt STANT Ul g N 
wag atta Fare 1 art aa Water SE ers RN 

wa we af fare aor At ica fens feat aft H WE 3 ui [1/31/1-3.] 


Tulsidas says as follows—‘Lord Shambhu (Shiva) created (had first conceived) this 
pleasant, magnificent and beautiful story (in his heart and mind). He then graciously and 
out of kindness told it to his divine consort Uma (also known as Parvati). [3] 

The same (divine and holy) story was given (told as a blessing) by Shiva to 
Kaagbhusund (the crow saint) because the Lord found him to be an eligible receiver 
qualified enough to receive and hear it. [This is because Kaagbhusund was a great 
devotee of Lord Ram, and this story is best told, heard and read by those who are 
receptive in their mind and heart, those who relish their divine message and enjoy the 
nectar of spiritual bliss that attends it. For skeptics, it is mysterious, but for those who the 
mystical ways of the Lord it ignites faith, devotion and love for the Supreme Lord known 
as Ram.] [4] 

It was from him (Kaagbhusund) that sage Yagyawalkya received’ (heard) it. He 
then sang” it (narrated, told it) to sage Bharadwaj. [5] 

[ The word ‘received’ is chosen to indicate that it is like a great spiritual gift, a 
precious treasure, a veritable boon, that one receives as a result of some great fortune and 
good deed. This story is not any ordinary pulp fiction or a historical novel that can be 
read when one wants refreshment and then put on the shelf of the library, only to gather 
dust and cobwebs. It is timeless and eternal spiritual nectar that one needs to dip oneself 
in and imbibe its spiritual bliss and happiness just like takes a dip in the refreshing water 
of a spring to rejuvenate the tired and weary body. 

The word ‘sang’ implies that the story was not narrated, and is not meant to be 
narrated, like any other story. It needs the involvement of the heart and a total submersion 
of the self in its melody. The story of Lord Ram is so captivating and enthralling that one 
begins to literally sing it from his heart, and its influence upon the hearer is also that of 
music—it touches the listener’s heart and emotions much deeper than a mere staccato 
narration of some events. This divine story of Lord Ram is the song of the heart and the 
mind, and not merely a scholarly rendering of some historical happening from some 
hoary past. Both the teller and the listener must be involved in it just like one gets 
involved when singing a melodious song.] 

I (i.e. Tulsidas) have heard it from my own Guru (named Narhari-das) at 
Sukarkhet (Sukar-kshetra, a place known as Soron near Ayodhya). But it was in my 
childhood days, so I could not understand it fully at that time. [That is, I could not grasp 
its profound importance and spiritual import at the time I first heard it.] [Doha 30 Ka.] 
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Inspite of my incompetence, the kind Guru repeated it for me many times. So I 
was able to understand it according to my abilities and the intelligence of my mind. [1] 

I shall now tell the same story, to the best of my abilities, in the form of verses 
spoken in the local dialect (known as Avadhi, a branch of Hindi) so that I can derive 
(mental, intellectual, emotional and spiritual) solace and peace from it (i.e. from saying 
it). [2] 

I shall now narrate this (divine and holy) story in whatever best way my mind and 
intellect allows me to do, in accordance with my intellectual abilities, wisdom and critical 
powers of thinking and narration, and in the way Lord Hari (Vishnu, the Supreme Being) 
inspires me to say. [3]’ 


{The divine story of Lord Ram that is popularly known as the Ramayan has many 
variations because the Lord has revealed himself many a times over different eras due to 
different circumstances and causes. This resulted in countless numbers of ways the divine 
story has been told and retold over the ages. There were countless narrators, and therefore 
the story assumed hundreds and thousands of forms in its finer detail. Each incarnation or 
manifestation of the Lord in any given era, called the Yuga, had some uniqueness in it, 
and the sages and seers have been singing this divine story for countless numbers of ways 
down theYugas. Hence, the listener or the reader must not doubt it and its authenticity or 
authority or its truthfulness because it is so divergent and variable. This only shows that 
the story is warm, vibrant and rich with life because it is not frigid, stagnant and rigid. 

Lord Ram is eternal and infinite, and so are his virtues and glories as well as his 
divine stories and deeds. Therefore those who are wise and have a purified mind, those 
whose intellect has a broad perspective and realise the diversity of creation should not be 
astonished by it, they should not be skeptical and doubt it in any way whatsoever. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 33 as well as line nos. 6-8 of the Chaupai that 
precedes it, and lines 1-3 of the Chaupai of Doha 34. } 


Ram Chari Manas:-- 


AAT ite Wa STAM TTT Ga HME STANT Ut & 

maa gaa Gere | ail sree PATS ATT 9 UI 

HRS A AAS Se ST SI | EAST HAT Aart Tea AM If Ut [1/33/6-8.] 
ao. WA sta aria WA site art ference 

OP raa a mR fore È ferret ferent 33 Ul [Doha-33.] 
dio, Ue fat wa Gee ait att | far at ye ae Gens AT Ng I 

qA aad Aaaa eT ANT | ata Har BAS SPT AT STAT U2 

rex haf aig sta Het ars forte WTA AMAT 3 M [1/33/1-3.] 


Lord Ram (the Supreme Being) has manifested or revealed himself in countless forms 
and ways (in as many eras). As a result, the Ramayan (the divine story that recounts the 
glorious life, time and deeds of each such incarnation of the Lord) is also infinite and in 
hundreds and thousands of versions. [6] 
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The most pleasant and charming life and deeds of Hari (Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Being who had manifested as Ram) vary from one Kalpa (era in one cycle of 
creation) to another, Many sages and seers have sung them over time in countless number 
of ways. [7] 

Therefore, bearing this in mind the listener or the reader must not be skeptical 
about it (i.e. its truthfulness, authenticity and authority); he should not doubt it and 
distrust it. Instead, he should hear it with great devotion, reverence and faith. [8] 

Lord Ram is infinite, and so are his virtues and glories as well as the dimension of 
his stories. Those who have a purified mind and intellect will therefore not be astonished 
or feel incredulous on hearing it. [Doha 33.] 

In this way, removing all doubts and eliminating all skepticism, I (Tulsidas) put 
the dust of the Guru on my head (before I begin to tell this divine story). [1] 

I fold my hands and touch my palms to humbly pray to all so that no error or 
blame can come to this narration. [Here Tulsidas asks for the blessing of all, whether he 
is big or small, whether he is learned or just plain layman, and requests them all to bless 
him so that the divine story he is about to narrate from his heart is not tainted by defects, 
loopholes, controversies and doubts.] [2] 

I bow my head most reverentially before Lord Shiva and start my narration of the 
‘Gatha’ (story, detailed narration) of the holy virtues and magnificent glories of Lord 
Ram (along with enumeration of the great deeds done by the Lord in this world during his 
incarnation) that are vast and immense in their dimension and import. [3]’ 


The Reasons for the Supreme Being’s incarnation as Lord Ram:-- 
{We shall now read why the Supreme Being, known as Lord Vishnu or Hari, had to take 
a human form as Lord Ram. We shall quote the epic Ram Charit Manas for this purpose. } 


Ram Charit Manas: 


Way at ret Hee frat | PA Kea TAT ay a 1 1[ 1/1 10/4] 

Tse Tad BA TAHT | Her cite TT Tafa AAT 11 [1/1 12/7] 

FM SAT TH TAT | TAT HAT HT A AT 11 4 

cafe Sem afer SPS af ae | Hees fa A safe aT 115 [1/1 14/4-5] 

aa F aha Gara ciet | safer ws se rs ATT 115 

Fa Ta SS TCA H STA | aTShS STAR ate STATA 116 

até aritfa org ate arth 1 diel form ay ae ett 117 

aa Ta UY a fates aoe | ete HuPas Gssts HHT 118 [1/12 1/5-8] 
qe- agp mR mR ge raè Aa aia Se | 

S ARR AA SA A SA RT 11 [Doha 1/121.] 

TS TS MS WT Aa RST | HUME a fet TS TAT 

UA AA & Vd Ste | WH falter wa dwar 112 

TAA Uh Ss HES TSM | STATA Fs Gals ar 113 [1/122/1-3] 

gR aaan g A AS | gafe His ors a iS 11 [1/121/2] 
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The consort of Lord Shiva, Parvati, asked him to tell her first the reason why the 
Formless Absolute Truth (Brahm) assumed a Formed Qualified Body (Ram) [1/110/4]. 

Lord Shiva replied, ‘Dear, you have asked me to tell you the story of the Lord which 
is potent enough to purify and and make holy the three Lokas even as holy river Ganges 
can purify the earth [1/112/7]. Even as Lord Ram the Divine is endless and infinite, so are 
the manifold reasons for his incarnations and stories associated with them, as well as the 
gories and virtues of his various manifestations. Still, I shall tell you in brief as I have 
heard of them myself, according to the best of my ability and intellect [1/114/4-5; 
1/121/5]. 

‘Whenever righteousness and virtues declined, and vile and haughty demons were 
ascendant (6), whenever holy men, cows (holy, meek, harmless creatures), Gods and 
mother earth are in trouble (7), then always on such occasions the gracious Lord who is 
of a cosmic form that is all-encompassing but invisible, assumes a physical form that is 
visible out of mercy for His creation, and relieves them of their distress (8). [1/121/6-8] 

Killing the demons, he reinstates the Gods, preserves the sanctity and propriety of 
Vedas, and spreads his divine glory in the world. This, in essense, is the motive behind 
The Formless Absolute Brahm manifesting in the form of a Divine Being called Ram 
who has a visible form and physical body [Doha 1/121]. 

The reasons for the Lord’s various incarnations are many, each more wonderful and 
amusing than the other, but still I shall tell you a few births in brief, listen carefully. 
[1/122/1-3]. 

The precise reason for the Lord's birth can't be mentioned because it is beyond the 
grasp of anyone's intellect. However, I'll try.’ [1/121/2]. 


aR SR & firs ars | Ta are farsa SA Ge ATS 114 

fam ala F TAS WS | ATT BIRR ce fers THe 115 

PAH SG SEH Ca | Te fated Gals Ae ATA 116 

forse Ta SR fare | a aE Ty WH FAT 117 

Se ASR TAC OPS ANT | SA Tees BTA FARA 118 [1/122/4-7] 
QE- AC PATA STS ag AST TTA | 

HUH Vat YAS Hf fase HT FM 11 [Doha 1/122.] 

pd 3 Ae sd aT | dfs sas FSH Fa WaT II 

Ue on fre & fet or | es SRR TT STA 112 

FAN ARAA cet firg Arar | kaRe BACT PRATT 113 

Ue oer Ue fate staat | afta ofea few Gant 114 

Uh HAT Hk Shs GaN | TAR TAK FA GT SN 115 

BY Hrs GHA HINT | IST AelaeT ARS A ART 116 

qa ai agaa ane | af ser are a feats Get 117 [1/123/1-7] 
Te Sa HR IRS TW Id WY A HRT HS | 

aa afé STs AeA aa a HIT aE SN 11 [Doha 1/123.] 

ag are She Se a l PAA pa PTAA 111 

Tet TSR Tat TIS | TH fd TH WH Ve aS 112 

Uh AF RL HA Vet | SS Tat TH AÅ RTT 113 
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Of aR PN II A 1 g A A E A 114 
ARG AT SS Uh INT l peA T AR ANT aT 115 [1/124/1-5] 


Lord Hari (one of the names of Vishnu, the Lord of Gods) had two faithful gate-keepers 
called Jai and Vijay. Once, sage Sanak cursed them to become demons for three births in 
a row. So, Jaya became demon Hiranykasapu and Vijya become Hiranyaksa (in their first 
birth). The Lord assumed the form of a Boar to liberate the former, and a Man-Lion form 
for the latter [1/122/4-7]. 

They became the demon once again because of the curse, and this time one became a 
demon by the name of Ravana and the other was called Kumbhakaran. So, Sri Hari took 
birth as Lord Ram to kill their demon-body and liberate their souls that was trapped 
inside it [Doha 1/122—Chaupai lines 1/123/1-2]. 

In that birth, the Lord's parents were Kasyapa who became Dasrath, and mother Aditi 
became Kaushalya. [1/123/3-4] 

In another Kalpa [1 Kalpa = 4,32,00,00,000 years = one round of creation consisting 
of 4 Yugas viz. Sata, Treta, Dwapar, Kaali], the demon Jalandhar became invincible on 
the strength of his most virtuous, immaculately pure and fully chaste wife. Even Lord 
Shiva waged a long war, but could not defeat him. So the Lord broke the lady's vow of 
chastity by a trick, and the demon was killed. But the virtuous woman cursed the Lord 
that his wife would also be tricked to remain alone away from her husband in the custody 
of another person. To fulfil that curse, Jalandhar became Ravana, and Lord Ram had 
killed him so that he finds ultimate liberation for his soul [1/123/5 — 1/124/4]. 

On another occasion, sage Narad cursed the Lord himself that he would have to 
assume a human form and suffer the agony of separation from the lady whom he would 
love (i.e. from his wife Sita). This was the reason for the Lord’s birth as a human in one 
other Kalpa [1/124/5]. 


Tardy Fy are ae | fares FF age SET 1 

JI SAAS Yet A | es a Td FAS Ga SM 113: [1/142/1,3] 

Tae Us Gate Ta Set | AR BAT aA A HVT 111 [1/143/1] 

Uf oh ag BH TT PT | TR STAM eT He TÀ 112 

K aA RR AS | aA TA TA WY Gis 113 [1/144/2-3] 

H aI aE aT oT | ORT TAR Hara GH 1 [1/145/6] 

Of oy aati ST or 1 at ete atch Be ar 111 

UH MAM SS SATS | PTA STH HLS Sa St ANT 113 [1/149/1,3] 
Aar- aA RAA PAA TA PES AATE | 

aes Tete WAM Yr WY VA HA BTS 11 [Doha 1/149.] 

Che tifa a oer sratet | Ware HET are | 

arg ARa G He TS | TT Ta aaa Aa H arg 11 2 [1/150/1-2] 

gama TAN HR | Stses We Pra Ter 1i[1/152/1] 


This human race was born from the First Man called Manu and First Woman called 
Satrupa [Legend and Purans tell us that, wanting to create, the creator called Brahma 
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divided himself into two halves— a male and a female for the purpose of creation]. 
[1/142/1]. 

Their celebrated son was Uttaanpad who had the world famous devotee son Dhruva 
[1/142/3]. Manu forcefully gave the kingdom to his son, and went to the forest to do 
austerity and penance [1/143/1]. They had a constant desire to have a look at the Lord 
with their own eyes [1/144/2-3]. Pleased with their penance, the Lord appeared before 
them and asked for a boon [1/145/6]. 

When the holy couple heard the divine voice of the Lord, they joined the palms of 
their hands, gathered courage, and said sweetly—‘Oh Lord! We have a great desire in our 
heart. It is so profound that we hesitate to tell it to you. [1/149/1,3] Oh merciful and 
compassionate Lord! You are extremely magnanimous and charitable, and are the 
greatest amongst those who grant boons and give alms. So we gather courage to tell you 
our desire—and it is to have a son who is like you. [In other words, we want you as our 
son because there is no one like you in this creation who can qualify to be equivalent to 
you.] Lord, there is nothing hidden from you, so we told you the truth.’ [Doha, 1/149.] 

The Lord was pleased with their devotion, and the mercifufl Lord replied—‘So be it. 
Your wishes will be fulfilled. Where shall I search someone who is like me. So oh king, I 
shall become your son myself. [1/150/1-2.]. I shall assume the form of a human being out 
of my free will, and become your son, be assured of it.’ [1/152/1]. 


Aa ARa U hpa Sy | Wer Te TAS ALT 112 

US FA St SS Yo BTL | AT WATT BAS TTT 115 [1/153/2,5] 

ate OST IN Uh UT | PTT aL Ga GST GANT 11 [1/156/ 3] 

TR gR FA Tet WTS | Se AUS TST ATS FATS 11 [1/157/5] 

fora fafa sree Ua Sar ce Ta Told HIS APS || 

I4 oa Ty crs SSE | TAL SA aT aS WE 112 [1/158/1-2] 

fe fty oa aig tas Sus | wet Ta a IA HS TS 11 [1/170/8] 
QE- AT AeA Fe eed Ty TR fart SAA aS | 

une Rye Ate UT HAT Fe es 11 [Doha 1/164.] 

arate ara a afte aT | Fa Ga Faq Ta TAT 113 

ot ate Ff aa tas | he deme fe oA a IE 115 

ata Ol Gig Sig AS GAS | Tis Als Ta BTA SARE 116 [1/168/3,5-6] 

arama Afè Afe RE | fetsrt ae TT ens A BIS 112 

ARa pre m Ma Tee | ate He fore ATG et STAT 113 

SH He Fa fey sere | Te Tae BTR FST 114 

qea Sa am nRT | À stra AAS sre 115 

ania sB SR TE IR 1 è af aN aa SA OR 116 

WAS TAS TR AT | Ga fea SS TPs CAT 117 

q Aaa aA AÈ ga | Tah Te a Ba HE ST 118 [1/173/2-8] 
qe- AA Aa aANT qa AÈ he als Fora | 

wig Para Ag TI Ae Bet GAR 11 [Doha 1/173.] 

ae WS Aft Gq Sls ToT | sas Para afet SArsT || 
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ae fax ae SS YSSST | Wa ATA SIN RET 112 

FO SST BRAGA AAT | TAS GT PASH THIMT 113 

afa Si Ter aera oT | S AAA sey MY aT 114 

q Afa AR m a | farsqerra ferrars Prey 115 

TF Yt HIG TI he | AT STE A A 116 [1/176/1-6] 


A king called Satyaketu ruled in the kingdom called Kaikeya [1/153/2]. His eldest son 
was called Prataap Bhanu [1/153/5]. Once, Prataap Bhanu went to a dense forest to hunt, 
accompanied by his retinue of servants and ministers [1/156/3]. He went far away and 
lost track as well as his companions [1/157/5]. Wandering in the forest, he saw a 
hermitage of a king, disguised as a hermit, whose kingdom had been conquered by 
Prataap Bhanu on some earlier occasion. The defeated king had run away from the battle- 
field after deserting his army. [1/158/1-2]. 

Recalling the old grudge against Prataap Bhanu, the wicked hermit contrived a plot 
to wreak venegeance and exterminate his old enemy [1/170/8]. 

As is the wont of many a monarchs, Prataap Bhanu sought a boon that ‘Let my body 
be age-less, death-less and beyond-suffering; let me be invincible in battle; let me be an 
undisputed sovereign of the earth; and let me have no enemy.’ [Doha 1/164.] 

[This greed for power, fame and eternity in a mortal world was his undoing. ] 

Seizing on this human-weakness of Prataap Bhanu, the deceitful hermit assured him 
that that is possible if he gives a feast for the Brahmins and get their blessings. The 
cunning hermit also offered to cook the food with special magical powers so that the 
Brahmins would obey Prataap Bhanu [1/168/3,5,6]. 

But on the fateful day, he mixed meat with the food. On learning of the fact, the holy 
men grew furious and cursed Prataap Bhanu to become a demon along with his entire 
family and kinsmen. [Chaupai lines 1/173/2-8, Doha 1/173.] 

With the passage of time, he became the 10-headed demon Ravana; his younger 
brother Arimardan became Kumbha-karan; his honourable minister became the youngest 
brother Vibhishan who was the brave devotee of the Lord; and all other sons and kinsmen 
became other demons [1/176/1-6]. 


ae hag rife oh aren ot ae | 
fear wy safe sie fare & orate Haft ff 11 [Doha 1/183.] 
qe wif aaa aa fs saa GA Ts | 
THAT A Ag RA Bh Bes 11 [Doha 1/186.] 
ofa surg aft fre Sear | Gate caer ates A TAT 11 
sare Ufed AAS SAAT | es fer TT SANT 112 
Fen ARA aea E l e a Ff oe ae Se 11 3 
A RA PA ET | RAÄ TE RT 114 
frre È y aaae E l apa frets Tt ARS TS 115 
ARS Te TT Ga HVS | TA af ada aaas 116 
shes THe AH Tess | fate se Sa BASIS 117 [1/187/1-7] 
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The demons became outrageous and most vicious. There was no end or description of 
their evil-doings [Doha 1/183]. Realising that the Gods and the earth (representing all the 
animate and inanimate creatures that inhabitated its surface and bowls) were terror- 
stricken, and hearing their prayful entreaty for intervention, the Lord answered from the 
heaven [Doha 1/186], ‘Fear not! For your sake I shall assume the form of a human in the 
clan of king Raghu of the Solar Race (1-2). Kashayap and Aditi had done great penance, 
and I have already granted them a boon (3). They will be born as Dasrath and Kaushalaya 
(4), and I shall be born in their household as their son (5). I shall fulfil Narad's curse as 
well (6). I shall then dispel all your fears and distresses—so do become fearless, oh the 
assemblage of Gods!!’ (7). [1/187/1-7]. 


The demons led by their king Ravana and the havoc caused in this world by them:-- 
{Now we will read what havoc the demons caused on this earth which forced the 
Supreme Lord to intervene. For the purpose of this narration, we shall read the following 
verses from Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha 176, Chaupai line no. 7-8; Doha 178, 
Chaupai line nos. 5-8 to Doha 184, Chaupai line no. 2.} 


Ram Charit Manas:-- 


array Get fare stent pia iT Anra AART i 9 1 

pa ted ean Ta Ueto a ale fares Utara n ¢ Wt [1/176/7-8.] 
ao, SUS Mahe Urea Wat SAT BATT | 

data HEPAT ST TS UT Meher STAT Ul V9 Il [Doha-176.] 


The demons could assume any form they wished and were born in many clans and orders. 
They were all extremely wicked, fierce, cruel, ruthless and merciless, as well as devoid of 
any sense of order, probity, morality, ethics and a sense of guilt at wrong doing. The 
torments and havoc they wreaked on this world is beyond description. [7-8] 

Though they were born in the lineage of sage Pulastya who was very pious, holy 
and beyond reproach, these demons became a personified form of sin and horror on the 
curse of Brahmins (‘Mahisur’). [Doha 176] 


fart Arpe we faa Fert | fares Parra are sift aT & 

aig Wa ara aght Pann | ate wheat APE STINT NE N 

Ama a apa a | Staaf APA oH PTATAT It 9 1 

fae afaa Wa atta Sear o faced aa Ae Crem ¢  [1/178/5-8.] 
ao, ag fig mi aR ea fete fia stra 

Ath cle AA Glad Fs TA A MS TATA Il Lod (HY UI 

aft Oita Ae Hers wis aema Brg | 

RC WAT STAT ToT TAT TH ATS ll V9d (GF) tt [Doha 178, Ka and Kha.] 


There was a huge mountain with three peaks in the middle of the ocean, and on it was 
present a big fort made by the creator Brahma himself. [5] 
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A demon named Maya (who was a great architect) renovated and refurbished it. It 
had countless buildings made of gold and studded with gems and precious jewels. [6] 

There is legendary city known as Bhogawati in the nether world where the 
serpents have their abode, and a city known as Amravati in the heaven where Indra 
(‘Sakra’) lives. [Indra is the king of Gods.] [7] 

The city and the fort which Maya renovated were more magnificent and 
formidable than either of them. [8] 

Around it was the deep and vast moat formed by the ocean. Its walls were made 
of gold and it was studded with gems and precious jewels. It was so wonderful that its 
architectural beauty defies description. [Doha 178, Ka.] 

Whosoever becomes a brave, famous and illustrious king of the demon race as 
determined by Lord Hari (the Supreme Being) in any given cycle of creation makes this 
city and fort his capital. [Doha 178, Kha.] 


dio, Wael Frere ve ae 1a ae aS AAT TTT 2 N 

ae Te tele eH HW tam wife rasa HT R? N 

qaga Hae Gat sf ars 1 as aris We SS ATS 3 

tha fame ve afs meas | es Sila Se UTS UN YU 

fa Ga TR Car aT UTS Sat TS Was FAST HG UI 

Wat West saa sear tenths aat wet Terr ng N 

Be wast aif ve dhs 1 at ware E AR N O N 

Uh AN Hat UT Mat | TIS AMT RA ot star ¢  [1/179/1-8.] 
do. aiani hore Uf citefa aig sors | 

mk Afa Ra agaa ae aga WE UTE ll 2198 Ul [Doha 179.] 


In some earlier time, great demon warriors lived there. They had all been killed by the 
Gods in battle. [1] 

On the encouragement of Indra (‘Sakra’), millions of guards of Kuber (“Yaksha- 
pati’, the Lord of the Yakshas and the treasurer of Gods) came to live in the liberated city 
that became vacant (after the demons who had earlier occupied it were killed by the 
Gods). [2] 

Somehow Ravana (the king of the demons) got the wind of this development (that 
the fort that had been vacated by the killing of the demons who occupied it has now been 
occupied by the guards of Kuber at the behest of Indra, his arch enemy). He assembled a 
huge demon army and besieged the city and its fort. [3] 

When the Yakshas saw that the formidable demons have surrounded them, they 
fled for the fear of their lives. [4] 

The victorious Ravana entered the city and inspected it. Finding it wonderful and 
charming, all his worries to find a place to stay for himself as well as his own clan of 
demons vanished (as he decided to occupy it and make it his capital). He became very 
pleased and satisfied with it. [5] 

Deciding that it was an extremely beautiful, comfortable and a pleasant city to 
live in, and the fact that it was impenetrable for outsiders, Ravana made it his capital. [6] 
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He distributed the buildings of the city to the many demons who accompanied 
him according to their rank and eligibility. This made all the demons happy and 
contented. [7] 

He once attacked Kuber and snatched the air plane called Pushpak from him. He 
brought it to his capital as a war trophy (marking his victory over Kuber, the treasurer of 
Gods). [8] 

Bolstered and encouraged with this success, he (Ravana) once went and playfully 
lifted Mt. Kailash (the abode of Lord Shiva) as if he wished to measure the strength of his 
arms. Being successful in doing so, he felt very happy and pleased. Then he came back to 
his capital (Lanka). [Doha 179.] 


dio, ga HN ya Aa Gels a ua ae fg ASTS I g N 
Fra ert Gat ate Ss | Rafa uena AA fèrre N R U 
afaa hua E T Sle HE aS fae ST TTN 3 


HS UM Blas Ve VET Srta Sis Fas UE AAT UI ¥ 

Wi fen Ufa stare cat ais | fara APT Ga Aae AE M & 

Sar ait ae Ws aM late Ga site att ASAT I & N 

aaa As Ya A | te Ae Was Sites AT ATTN 9 

wie 7 Sig Tl VATS ls | ea Prats aera STs Ulf Ut [1/180/1-8.] 
ao, GAS Aah Hlevare yen sans | 

Uh Uh WT iA ah WH BMS rears tt Zo tl [Doha 180.] 


His (Ravana’s) pleasures and happiness, wealth and prosperity, sons and army, servants 
and attendants, victory and conquest, strength and valour, tact and skills, as well as fame 
and glory increased day by day just like a man’s greed and rapacity increase with each 
successive gain, profit, success or accomplishment. [1-2] 

He had the strong and most powerful Kumbhakaran as his brother who had no 
other warrior to match him in strength and valour in this world. [3] 

He (Kumbhakaran) used to drink wine a lot to fill himself, and then continuously 
sleep for six months. When he woke up from his slumber (after six months), there was 
all-round horror in all the three worlds; the worlds and their creatures trembled. [The 
‘three worlds’ refers to the heaven, the earth and the nether world.] [4] 

Had he eaten daily, the entire world would have been emptied of its food very 
soon. [This answers why there was horror everywhere. Kumbhkaran used to eat all food 
and livestock of the day he woke up from his sleep. The rest of the world had to starve. 
One can imagine the demon’s appetite and the consequences on the rest of the world.] [5] 

He (Kumbhakaran) was so courageous and valiant in the battlefield that it defied 
comparison and description. There were countless other warriors like him there (in 
Lanka). [6] 

Baridnath (pronounced Baaridnaath (also known as Meghanad, pronounced as 
Meghanaad) was Ravana’s eldest son. He was counted as number one in the list of great 
warriors of the world. [Meghanad got his name because he roared like the thunder. The 
name has two parts—‘Megha’ means cloud, and “Naad’ means a great roar.] [7] 
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No one dared to face in the battle-field, and there was a constant turmoil in the 
heaven out of his fear. [The Gods used to flee as soon as they heard his name or as soon 
as they heard that he is coming. They did not dare to confront him or annoy him.] [8] 

Besides them, there were other very strong demon warriors such as Kumukh (also 
known as Durmukh), Akampan, Kulisarad (also known as Vajradanta), Dhumketu and 
Aktikaaye who could conquer the whole world single handedly. [Doha 180.] 


do. pae AÈ a T I AAR Raa H ae ara 2 
gaga as Tat wa aT | fa aia araa ARAT I 3? UI 
Od VAS BT URS Art TA A an Aara A N 3 1 
A fafa aaa aRar e aaa aa na aA N YU 
u uaa on a 1 TA aT aaa TEN I y N 
a ate ae ae ons Aa naa Ry è mE N gU 
AF m Um fare as | Hes Ges UAE Ba GS 9 I 
TEAS TES BA ATM | AT oh GS HLS Te ATTN 2 N [1/181/1-8.] 
qo. Ba BA aes A eA fafiè ong | 
aa ties fe wifses weit aria srs i 222 Wt [Doha 181.] 


All the demons could assume any form they wished, and they were experts in demonic 
Maya (evil forms of deceit, conceit and maverick tricks). They knew no laws of Dharma 
(righteousness, probity, propriety, ethics and rightful conduct), and neither did they have 
a trace of mercy and compassion in them even in their dreams. [1] 

One day, while sitting in his court, Ravana glanced at his vast and extended 
family (consisting of the demon race). [2] 

Sons, grandsons, kith and kin, servants and attendants, citizens and subjects of the 
demon kingdom—all of them were countless and in great abundance. Who can count 
their clans and orders? [3] 

Watching his army (of demons, that was not only vast but invincible as well), 
Ravana, who was by nature extremely proud and haughty, said angrily in an arrogant 
voice—[4] 

‘Listen all of you demon warriors. The Gods who live in the heaven are our 
enemies. They do not come and fight from the front. They run away when they are faced 
by a strong enemy (i.e. they are cowards). [5-6] 

There is only one way by which they can be vanquished and killed. I will explain 
it to you all, listen carefully. [7] 

All of you go and create an obstacle in the following activities and forcefully stop 
them—giving of food to Brahmins, various religious ceremonies, fire sacrifices involving 
offerings that are made to the sacred fire, and oblations as well as libations that are made 
to the spirit of dead ancestors. [This is because the Gods are sustained by these activities, 
and if you manage to stop them they would die due to starvation and lack of energy.] [8] 

The Gods who would become weak and lose their strength and stamina due to 
hunger would come and submit themselves before us very easily. Then I will either kill 
them or make them completely a serf under me if I allow them to live. [Doha 181] 
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do. Tene ae ut gata i chet fra ae TAS ASTAT U8 

wat ar eft aera I ere oh cite ax SHAT U2 

Rei sifa w arta ate isf aa fre separa ref 3N 

ule fater aadt srrar chet | Sy ers Aad He SiS I YU 

eld CAT Sree Sa TSH TS Glas TT TET Ul & 

Wat Had GIs Malet leas as AS PT ler  & 

Rae & cite Pet IA Weal CaM TIT 9 Il 

Uf oft feta aft ant es aces Me Tae Uc 

Tae aa fers aT oar | Ufaste Glatt Hag A UTAT NF 

ta ae uaa aea a | SRT caret ST Ae STRAT tt Fo UI 

fort Rag TST AT APT I gS Aare Hh Mears SMT Ve 

TATE Te AM AMT SATS THA AC ATT 8 Ul 

seg atte Gael Masta aa atts Prt ares Fortier ti 83 ul [1/182/1-13.] 
qo.  Ystaet fara oe chit Taha ais T aa 

Ascites AP Was Us g AA HAN E (RN 

Sa Was Tete AT feat ATT PATE | 

Gift a Fst aga TE Hat ax AMT tt 22 (|) tt [Doha 182, Ka and Kha.] 


Then he summoned Meghanad (his son) and taught him the various tricks and methods of 
the demons. He encouraged Meghanad to show more gut and agility, instigating him 
against the Gods, and provoking animosity and hatred in him for them. [1] 

‘Oh son, listen. Those Gods who are strong and have the guts to stand 
courageously in the battle-field, and who are proud of their valour and strength—[2] 

Defeat them in battle and bring them here tied in shackles.’ The son got up 
immediately and accepted the instructions of the father. [3] 

In this way, he (Ravana) gave instructions to all of the demons, and he himself got 
up and went ahead with a mace in hand (to conquer the Gods and the world). [4] 

The earth shook and trembled as Ravana walked stridently ahead, and the 
pregnant women folk of the Gods began aborting their embryos when they heard his 
thunderous roar. [5] 

When the Gods heard that the angry Ravana is coming towards them, they got 
terrified and sought refuge in the caves of the mountain known as Sumeru. [This is the 
golden mountain in the heaven.] [6] 

When the ten-headed Ravana arrived, he found all the abodes of the Dikpaals 
(custodians of the world, i.e. the Gods) empty (because they had already fled). [7] 

He (Ravana) roared like a victorious lion, sarcastically abusing and scorning at 
the Gods and their cowardice. [8] 

Intoxicated with pride of his strength, power and valour, as well as the thirst for 
blood, he went across the world searching for a warrior who would be a match for him, 
but he found none. [9] 

Those who had the authority to rule in this world, such as the Sun God, the Moon 
God, Pawan (the Wind God), Varun (the Water God), Dhandhari (Kuber, the treasurer of 
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Gods), Agni (the Fire God), Kaal (the God of death), Yam (the God of hell), and those 
who did not have this authority, such as the Kinnars (a type of semi God), the Siddhas 
(mystics), the humans, the ordinary gods, and the serpents—he began tormenting them 
all, leaving none to live in peace. [10-11] 

In the entire creation of Brahma, the creator, wherever any embodied creature 
lived, whether as a male or as a female, all of them became subservient to him (Ravana), 
all submitted themselves before his will. [12] 

All of them obeyed him and came daily to bow before his feet (to pay their 
respects to him). [13] 

He conquered and subdued the whole world by the strength of his arm. No one 
was free. In this way, Ravana forced himself upon the world and ruled over it as its 
supreme emperor. [Doha 182 Ka.] 

By the might of his arms he conquered and married countless beautiful women of 
the Gods, Yakshas, Gandharvas, humans, Kinnars and serpents, as well as many other 
such excellent damsels. [Doha 182 Kha. ] 


do. SATA ae Hes 1a ae wy RA RRR N et 
yanté fire we sera char i fers cae afta gag À PET a? N 
cad Aien wa urethra Peat ca Ufa i 3 
piè suza stax Prearar vara eo ents aft ATT N% N 
wife fare dig ad Pret A wa iè ae UlaeT GU 
whe WE ca a4 fea wae ve ars ae ort eras ug 
Ay sent Hag ae as ea feu We a A Ol 
wife gR sre aa Tar | AOS APT AT AS TAT lf [1/1 83/1-8.] 


Whatever Indrajeet (Meghanad, the son of Ravana) was instructed to do, it appeared that 
he had already finished the assigned task even before the orders were given. [That is, he 
was just waiting for the instructions of Ravana, and as soon as he got them he 
immediately carried them out without any delay. Meghanad is called ‘Indrajeet’ because 
he had conquered Indra, the king of Gods.] [1] 

Now listen to the (horrifying) deeds of those who were issued orders prior to 
Meghanad. [2] 

All the demon hordes, called the ‘Nisichars’, were ferocious and abominable to 
look at. They were very sinful, cruel and pervert, causing immense miseries and troubles 
for the Gods. [The word ‘Nisichar’ literally means one who moves around in the night. 
The demons were given this name because they were sinful and evil, usurping things that 
rightfully belonged to others, stalked their enemies and attacked them when they were 
unarmed or unaware. This was tantamount to behaving like thieves and evil spirits that 
move out in the darkness of the night. The demons lacked ethics and morality, they were 
unrighteous and sinful—and all such negative traits are regarded as being equivalent to 
the darkness of the night.] [3] 

These fearful groups of ‘Asurs’ (non-Gods) created havoc, going around doing a 
lot of mischief and outrageous deeds ruthlessly with impunity. They assumed myriad 
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types of forms as they wished and performed numerous evil acts of deceit, conceit and 
trickery. [4] 

They did all those things which shook and weakened the foundation of (i.e. went 
against the) laws of Dharma (righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety, ethics, 
morality and proper conduct). They did all those things which went against the laws of 
conduct ordained by the Vedas (primary body of scriptures). [5] 

Wherever they found cows and Brahmins, they used to burn the whole town or 
the village to ashes. [6] 

Out of their fear and wrath, nothing that was according to the laws of Dharma 
could be done anywhere in this world. No one bothered to obey, listen to and respect the 
Gods, the Brahmins and the Guru. [7] 

There was no Bhakti (devotion) for Hari (Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being). 
There was no Yagya (religious ceremonies, especially the fire sacrifice), no Tapa 
(austerity and penance), and no Gyan (wisdom, truthful and righteous knowledge). One 
could not hear the Vedas and the Purans (ancient scriptures) even in one’s dreams. [That 
is, the scriptures vanished from the world; no one read them, taught them or heard of 
them.] [8] 


So, Wewnt farm aa ae an set Us caer | [1] 
amy fe wag % 4 Oras aft wa ares Gra [2] 
STA UP START AT GENT eH Arar AS HT! [3] 
Afs agfa areg da fnras Sit He ae GAT [4] [Chanda 1/183/1-4.] 


If Ravana ever heard of Japa (repetition of holy hymns), Yoga (meditation), Vairagya 
(renunciation), Tapa (penance and austerity), Makh or Yagya (fire sacrifices and other 
religious ceremonies), and Bhaaga (offering to the sacred fire or the spirit of dead 
ancestors) etc. being done anywhere in the world, he would immediately rush there to 
stop it and punish those who did them. Nothing and no one was spared—he would 
destroy everything and kill everyone instantly. [Chanda, line nos. 1-2.] 

Corruption, pervert tendencies, negativity, sinful deeds and thoughts, and all other 
such evil traits became so rampant in this world that one could not even hear of what is 
called Dharma. [That is, Dharma was completely obliterated and eclipsed.] [3] 

If one dared to say the Vedas and the Purans, he (Ravana) would him to grave 
torment and threw him out of the country. [4] 


Go. waa we site an rare at ae | 
fear ux arta wifa fare & urate Hatt fafa i 223 ul [Sortha 1/183.] 


The dimension and intensity of horrors, sinful acts and unrighteous deeds perpetrated by 
the demons defy narration and enumeration. Those who love cruelty and derive sadistic 
pleasure in bloodshed, say what is the limit of their sins? [Sortha 1/183.] 


[Note—The ‘Sortha’ is a sort of Doha with some minor technical difference in its 
composition. ] 
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do, WS Get IE UN BINT US Ae RA ANT I 
arte arg fra ate sar | ares SA aaf Har ul 8 ut [1/184/1.] 


There was a manifold increase in the number of those who were villains, thieves and 
gamblers, as well as the wicked, the crooked, and those who coveted the wealth and the 
wives of others. No one bothered and paid any heed to one’s mother, father and Gods. 
People forced the saints and other holy and pious ones to serve them like servants. 
[1/184/1.] 


Chapter 3 
Baal Kand 


{This chapter deals with (1) Lord Ram’s birth, (2) Day of Birth, (3) Birth Celebrations, 
(4) Naming Ceremony, (5) Childhood pranks, (6) Education (7) Arrival of Vishwamitra, 
(8) Encounter with Demons, (9) Liberation of Ahilya, (10) Arrival at Janakpur, (11) 
Invitation for Bow-Breaking Ceremony, (12) Purpose of Ceremony, (13) Bow-Breaking, 
(14) Parashuram's anger, (15) Invitation to Dasrath, Departure of Baraat (marriage party), 
(16) Arrival of Marriage Party at Janakpur, (17) Marriage, (18) Brothers’ marriage, (19) 
Departure of Baraat, (23) Arrival at Ayodhya and Celebrations. 


This Kand or Canto is called ‘Baal’ because it deals with Lord Ram’s childhood days till 
the time he became a youth and married. } 


Birth : {The Lord kept his words given to earth, the gods and the sages earlier, and 
manifested on earth as Lord Ram. Now, we shall quote Tulsidas’ different classics to read 
what happened. } 


Ram Charit Manas 


aagi TPA TH | Fe fated ae Sa ATS | 
ay ae atte art | ees wala Als ATT 1 1 
qa- aene AR Na aa ra ha 
qi stp HF Se Vt oe HA fetta | | [Chaupai lines 1/188/7, 8, Doha 188] 
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In the city of Ayodhya, there ruled a king called Dasrath who was also famed in the 
Vedas. He was expert in righteous behaviour, was full of wisdom and good qualities, 
and had a heart that was full of devotion. His senior wife was called Kaushalya. All 
the queens of Dasrath were of noble character and devoted wives. They were all also 
devoted to God. [Chaupai lines 1/188/7, 8, Doha 188] 


Uh OR gaf na A À renfet A Bat ATE | 

IN FS TAS Wed HSA | ACS CPT HAR forrea ferare | 12 

fist ga Fe wa Re qaras | afe NS gA RTAS | 13 
St Reefs aes Sea | TAHT YA ST TAT | 15 

amie ated Al stata Se | TS saftey aS AK CHS | 16 

ae gA aif eg Fa aS | Se ST SHS AT TATE 11 8 [1/189/1-8] 


Saddened that he had no son and heir, King Dasrath went to his Guru (teacher; court- 
preceptor) Vashistha and told him about his predicaments after paying due obeisance to 
him. Vashistha re-assured him and called sage Sringi to perform a fire sacrifice so that 
the king is blessed with a son and heir. When oblations were offered in the sacred fire, 
the Fire-God appeared with a pudding or porridge made from rice and sweetened milk, 
and asked the king to distribute it among his chief consorts, saying that then they would 
be blessed with children as desired by the king. 

Thus, all the queens became pregnant with the divine Holy Spirit. In due course of 
time, the Four Divine Brothers were born—‘Ram’ was born to the chief queen Kaushalya, 
‘Bharat was born to Kaikeyi, and ‘Laxman’ along with the youngest brother 
‘Shatrughan’ were born to Sumitra. (1/189/1-8) 


Day of Birth : Ram Charit Manas 


Ai Aa ag a gfi ga T AAR ea 

aafaa AA a a a aA AA AR AAT | 12 

Haa He GY Fs AS | STAT YL A HA ATS 13 

aa papa fits ahs! Gate pA ARASTA | 14 

Oh Sta RPT Te STAT | Tet THe AE Ast FTAA 15 [1/19 1/1-5] 
ae gE Aai aR aes fs re m| 

Sas TY We steer cits frat | [Doha 1/191] 


In the 2" Yug (era, Kaal) according to Hindu system, the era called Treta Yug, it was 
the 9" day of the Hindu calender month of Chaitra, the moon had entered the 2™ half of 
its brightness in the cluster of stars called 'Abhijit'. The sun was in its meridian (i.e. it was 
noon-time), and the day was neither cold nor hot. The period was most auspicious and 
holy, and the whole world felt relaxed and comfortable (because its worries and torments 
were about to be taken care of with the birth of the Supreme Lord to look after its welfare 
personally). 
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A cool, soft and fragrant breeze blew across the land, while the Gods were 
exhilarant and full of enthusiasm at this moment. The verdant forests were full of 
colourful flowers blooming in their full magnificence, the mountains were illuminated 
with the shine of glittering gems and brightly lit by their light, and the rivers appeared to 
be overflowing with nectar. 

When the creator Brahma came to know that the time of Lord's birth has arrived, he 
along with other Gods mounted their aerial vehicles and came to pay their obeisance to 
the child Lord. After they had returned to their respective abodes, the Lord—who lives 
everywhere in this world in an invisible form because he is all-pervading, ubiquitous and 
omnipresent in this creation, and who is a provider of solace and succour to the whole of 
it—manifested himself (as a child). [Chaupai lines 1/191/1-5, Doha 191] 


Birth : Geetawali—Verse no. 1/1/1-3— 


SATS] GT YH TÅ Gere | 
S-A-A-N TE E BATS || 

af Galt AYA, CM-Te-IR-ST-AART | 

GAT AST, HPT TRS ToT SATS | 12 

arate faqe-fiat SeaTac, TH Gast TST | | 
areas Ag Aa eid, Fe Ge aes a aE 13 [1/1/1-3] 


Verse no. 1/1-3—Today is a very holy, auspicious and happy day, and the time is also 
very auspicious and pleasant. Today Lord Ram, who is an embodiment of beauty, noble 
conduct and such other virtues of the highest dimension, has taken a divine birth in the 
palace of king Dasrath (1). It is the pious and holy month of Chaitra, and all the stars, the 
day of the week and the astrological signs etc. are compatible. All living beings are full of 
joy and cheer, and the Brahmins are enthusiastic (2). The Gods are blowing their 
trumpets and showering flowers from the sky to celebrate the happy occasion. Kaushalya 
and other mothers are also extremely happy. I (Tulsidas) cannot describe this happiness 
in limited words (3) [1/1-3] 
[Note—We will see in the course of our reading that Tulsidas has fluently used 
the present tense in his narrative. It gives us the impression that he was actually 
witnessing the events as they happened. But it must be remembered that the 
events occurred during Treta Yuga which was thousands of years before Tulsidas 
was even born. The point of the matter is this that the saint had reached such a 
higher state of transcendental existence that his Spirit could travel back in time 
and space to that era about which he is writing. Tulsidas was no ordinary poet; he 
was a blessed soul especially empowered by the Holy Spirit to fulfill some divine 
work. He also had had a Darshan (divine sight) of his beloved Lord Ram as well 
as of Hanuman, another great devotee of the Lord and an incarnate Lord Rudra 
(Shiva). 
When the Lord employed Tulsidas to become a scribe for him it is natural 
that the Lord must have arranged for necessary instruments for his writings so as 
to make them sanctified and bear the stamp of authenticity. So, when Tulsidas 
picked up his pen to write, he was possessed of the Holy Spirit, and the writing 


was done not by an ordinary man but by the Holy Spirit itself through the body of 
this particular man named Tulsidas. 

When he sat down to pen his writings on Lord Ram and his times, 
Tulsidas must have closed his eyes in deep meditation, and in this contemplative 
state of the consciousness he must have actually seen the events unfold before the 
eyes of his mind and sub-conscious in vivid detail. Naturally therefore, what he 
wrote was not a wild fascination and an imagination of a poetic mind but a 
faithful narration of events that happened long time ago. 

Remember, what we are dealing with in this story is not something related 
to visible matter and to the material world of things and substances, but to the 
divine transcendental world of the Holy Spirit, a world that transcends time and 
space and which is beyond our comprehension. The body is perishable like the 
world of matter and material things, but the Spirit is imperishable like the wind 
and the sky. Just as it is not possible for the gross body to go everywhere it likes, 
the grosser aspect of the mind is not able to fathom the reach of the Spirit. Again, 
just as it is very easy for the subtle wind to go wherever it wants and the subtler 
aspect of the same wind in the form of air to be present everywhere without being 
noticed, the Spirit too is present everywhere at all times. The only difference 
between an ordinary man and a realised man is that while the former believes only 
in things that his grosser mind that relates its self to the gross body allows him 
believe, the latter type of man rises above the mundane and observes everything 
from the plain of the Spirit, a plain that relates to the transcendental 
consciousness, and an existence that is not moribund and shackled to this world. 

So we must not be sceptic about something simply because we can’t 
understand it or have not experienced it or can’t even imagine of. For instance, 
could any one imagine about the internet and mobile phone say even fifty years 
back? Even today, if someone goes to some tribal area on the mountain or the 
hinterland that is still not reached by modern technology and development, and 
talk with people living there in the jargon of the internet and the mobile 
telephony, will they understand? But does their not being able to understand mean 
that the speaker is saying a lie? When the first human voice was transmitted 
across the wire, or when the first electric bulb created man-made light, or when 
the first picture was seen on a screen of the television set sitting on a desk— 
would anyone in some country where this idea had not reached would believe 
another if he told the former that this happens? 

The idea is, Tulsidas actually saw on the events unfold on the canvas of 
his mind and sub-conscious because he was a realised and an empowered soul, a 
man who lived in a state of transcendental existence of consciousness. For such 
souls, nothing is impossible, nothing is too far-fetched, nothing is impossible. ] 


Geetawali: Raag Jaitsree—Verse no. 1/4— 


mà Raga Raa ae ari | 
yat-ore-pen—He Gt ora ga alter wit) 111 
a, ore, fe, IR, Awe, Ve, GPT, TA BA SFT | 
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Wea-Ta A WT arya, oa fee fea soar | 211 
ARV YHA, GM TRAM, BWV A Ue TEA | 

val gore ware nae, at oe Yo | 311 
SAR, AMT, YA, aga Raa araa | 

Maè Att wa woen co WH IgA All 
A-A, me- A a RÀ aa fA A | 

ga-er, paR, RANA wee AA ATRI S5] 
Ug sag sie Head apoa AT art | 

‘a owt edt gfafe ete Aee—yari' |! 61! 
fet qe youre ats yg Qatari 

wa Uteet aeat at og Efe hectares 711 
Wdd—Arad, Al AA Alda, BT N aaa AAT | 

dd-cla,  Ufeea—ufeerat Ts Tes! 8 II 
m--g- Age aa gA Reri | 

eR faxfa—ee—ge A gA pwa ATRI SI 
ares, wort wt Ag Pa geri 

ary l à me wee SARSAR |110 1 | 
faya—feore—ae nu a a Aa E | 
PRA, pee, ae, oy, AA-AAA AEn we PEA 1111 
sd- clp—de—faer PR gamm RaT I 
m-on oe aT AAA RAT 1121 | 
qed ert fee—are aie fate a HR ar | 
gue wa fea eae GR wel fart 11311 
Igea sasl, SAT OMT, GR-EN sae Her | 

Gea Wao Tat SST BEAT 114 1 | 



























































Verse no. 1/4—'The Gods sing in unison the glory of the divine birth of Lord Ram in a 
voice that is not only sweet, endearing and pleasant but also auspicious and full of respect 
for the divine revelation in the form of a child. They said—'The son, who has been born 
to Kaushalya, is the root (the very essence or the cause) of auspiciousness and welfare of 
millions of Bhuvans (i.e. of the entire universe)’ (1). 

The month, quarter, date, day, stars, planets, their combinations and presence in 
the birth charts—all are very auspicious and favourable. The waters (of the oceans, rivers, 
lakes etc.), land, sky and the hearts of sages and hermits are all extremely happy and 
exhilarant, and jubilation and euphoria have filled all the 10 directions of the world” (2). 

There is a rain of flowers, and felicitation songs are being sung in the sky as well 
as in the city. No one can describe the euphoric and jubilant mood of the people as well 
as of the Gods. The city (Ayodhya) and the realm (kingdom) have the same degree of 
happiness and merriment as is being witnessed inside the palace of the king (3). 

The Gods, the serpents (subterranean creatures), the sages and hermits, ordinary 
citizens along with their kins and relatives—all have become free from sorrows and 
worries of all kinds, whereas the demons and their king the ten-headed Ravana along 
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with the whole city of Lanka have become agitated and worried due to suspicious 
forebodings and evil omens portending doom and destruction for them (4). 

The king has given charities according to the desires (or needs and wants) of the 
Gods, the (dead) ancestors, the Guru (Vashistha) and the Brahmins after duly 
worshipping them and paying his obeisance to them. He has shown great respect and 
given honour in countless number of ways to women of chastity and good repute, such as 
the different hermitresses and ordinary women of the city (5). 

The alm-seekers are fully satisfied so much so that they have themselves become 
donors. Emerging from the king’s doorway (i.e. palace gates), they invoke the blessing of 
Lord Shiva and his divine consort goddess Parvati, requesting them to become as pleased, 
benignant and gracious on Kaikeyi and Sumitra as they had been on Kaushalya (so that 
they too beget sons like hers) (6). 

On the day following the birth of Lord Ram, those two queens also became a 
mine of auspiciousness and good fortunes (because they were also blessed with sons 
named Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan). In this way, there is one auspicious and cheerful 
event followed by another as if the whole creation is kneaded with the nectar of 
happiness and rejoicing, as if the whole world is soaked in, drowned in and engulfed in 
waves after waves of happiness and rejoicing (7). 

Everyone is dancing in ecstasy and singing in abundant merriment. I (Tulsidas) 
too rejoice and submerge myself in the ocean of merriment that heaves and surges all 
around me in the form of endless festivities. The intensity of happiness and rejoicing has 
increased manifold (as Lord Ram’s birth has been followed by the birth of his other three 
beautiful brothers). All the subjects (citizens of Ayodhya) are so overwhelmed with 
happiness, ecstasy and jubilation that they give and accept gifts in abundance; they wear 
new clothes themselves and make others wear them to mark this happy occasion in their 
lives (8). 

Hearing the cacophony and clamour of musical instruments being played and 
enchanting songs being sung, the whole world is awestruck and enthralled. The glamour 
and charm of the celestial cities of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are themselves in awe at 
the beauty, charm and magnificence of Ayodhya on that auspicious occasion (9). 

All the queens of the palace (i. Kaushalya, Kaikeyi and Sumitra) are 
exceedingly exhilarated because they have been blessed with a fruitful womb (i.e. by 
being able to beget such divine and exalted sons) and having a contented married life (by 
having a favourable husband). Even the Goddesses Uma (Parvati), Rama (Laxmi) and 
Brahmani (Brahma’s consort) bless them and praise their good fortune and immense luck 
(10). 

All those who did not like or were jealous of the enhancement of the good 
fortune, the fame, the glory, the majesty and the happiness of king Dasrath as well as the 
grandeur, the pageantry and the jubilation of that time—the virtues of ‘Kirti’ (fame, 
renown), ‘Kushal’ (well-being, welfares, auspiciousness, good luck and foreboding), 
‘Vaibhav’ (power, pageantry, pomp, glories, majesty, grandeur, magnificence etc.) and 
‘Riddhi-Siddhi’ (all encompassing achievements, successes, prosperity, wealth, 
auspiciousness etc.) become wrathful, indignant and angry upon them. [Here, Kirti, 
Kushal, Vaibhav, and Riddhi-Siddhi have been personified. They became extremely 
angry at anyone who became jealous of or was opposed to king Dasrath at that auspicious 
time. In other words, anyone who became annoyed at the good fortune of king Dasrath 
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was cursed by the patron Gods of these virtues so much so that these virtues abandoned 
them, and they were made to regret for their sense of selfishness, for their uncalled for 
jealousy, for their mistrust and envy for Dasrath.] (11). 

Guru Vashistha, who was an expert in the laws or sanctions of the scriptures, 
observed all the traditions of the society and requirements of the Vedas, and performed 
the ‘Chatthi-Barahi’ ritual of the children. The learned sage gave the following beautiful, 
elegant, divine, auspicious and sweet names to the four children—viz. Ram, Laxman, 
Shatrughan and Bharat. [The ‘Chatthi-Barahi’ is the ritualistic sacraments observed on 
the 6th and 12th day of child birth.] (12). 

(It appears that at this time) The creator has extracted the sweet fragrance and the 
aroma of happiness, rejoicing, ecstasy and exhilaration from the sesame seeds by 
crushing them in an instrument (mill) representing diligent, careful and deliberate efforts, 
and has imbued (soaked) it in the flowers representing righteousness, good deeds and all 
noble virtues and their accoutrements, and then had offered this extract (essence) to 
Dasrath, while the residue and husk (left over after extracting happiness and pleasure) 
representing lustre-less and useless things to the Digpals (custodians of the world). 
[Tulsidas means that all auspiciousness and good fortunes that existed in this world, all 
the happiness and good tidings that one could imagine of belonged to Dasrath on that 
happy day of the Lord’s birth in his household.] (13). 

Everyday since that auspicious day of the Lord’s birth in this world, there is 
excitement and jubilation all round. And the auspicious news of the Lord’s birth and his 
advent on the earth that emanated from the city of Ayodhya is being narrated, retold and 
heard in every household of the realm of the kingdom of Dasrath as well as in the rest of 
the world at large. Tulsidas joins the spirit of festivities and celebrations on this happy 
occasion of birth of Lord Ram, and lets this exhilaration and euphoria enter his heart and 
soak it in its nectar. [That is, Tulsidas allows his heart to indulge in and submerge it’s self 
in the heaving ocean of exceptional happiness and jubilation that surrounds him on all 
sides when Lord Ram took birth in this world.] (14). 


[Note—'These verses are in the ‘present tense narrative’ because Tulsidas had 
transcended the barrier of time and space, and had transported himself to that 
point of time when Lord Ram was actually born. He writes what he sees, and this 
is the reason of his using the present tense in the narrative. He imagines himself to 
be present in Ayodhya like a scribe reporting the events of Lord Ram’s divine 
advent on earth. The fascinating aspect, the magic and charm of the narrative is in 
this use of the present tense and the first hand account of the happenings of that 
time that actually occurred long ago. This shows that saint Tulsidas was actually 
seeing what really happened at the time of Lord Ram’s auspicious birth on the 
canvas of his mind and the sub-conscious like one sees a movie when he picked 
up his pen to narrate the events. 

"The 10 directions are the following—north, north-east, east, south-east, 
south, south-west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir. ] 


Birth Celebrations: Ram Charit Manas 
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SAT TAH AA WX GAT | hfs A STS aS aif Tae | | 

Gara sare À AS HES A Ba is 12 [1/194/1-2] 

ae Ge Ault GAs SAT! Hie F Tas AS SST | 12 
FATT Stes We sith | wae rea sre aq Tet 13 

STR TT IS Ty SHAS | Sse BTS HAE STEATT 115 

fet AP GAS Sy ANT TT Ye Hea At Fg SENT 16 

aids eRe aT FAA! Wah A AS St A BAT 18 [1/195/2-3, 5-6,8] 


The city was decorated with flags, banners, buntings, arches and gates which defy 
description. Flowers were showered from the sky (by the Gods), and everyone was 
raptured in extreme joyfulness. That joy, grandeur, assembly and solemenity of the 
occasion could not be described even by Goddess Saraswati or Serpent King (Sheshnath). 
Ayodhya was so decked-up for this most auspicious and precious occasion that it 
appeared that night felt ashamed to come over its sky (i.e. it was brightly lit day and 
night). Thick clouds from incense-sticks and coloured powder tossed by jubilant people 
covered the sky in all the directions. The palaces and houses of the city gleamed and 
twinkled like stars, and the brilliant Kalas (the decorative gem-studded pinnacle or 
cupola) on the top of the King's palace shown like a full moon. Seeing this wonder, the 
sun forgot to move, and one full month passed (in day light-like appearance) before he 
moved ahead in the sky. [That is, the celebrations and festive atmosphere in Ayodhya 
lasted for 1 full month from the day Lord Ram was born.] (1/194/1-2) [1/195/2-3,5-6,8] 


Geetawali : Verse no. 1/ 4-8— 


Ot Tae Gases fare Ges SST fa Tere 
ae-fafed oR fer we EPA, Se St TATE 114 
West da- Hed AER Als, ae fas ast TATE | 
Tatts Aa a-l Aa Aa daar Tere 115 
aA-Aa, Je Hara Ot SRR SR oe | 
HMA- BK ACIS Te Ts FLT TASTE 116 

Test fink feu after sett Tet Faget TA | 
mrafé R a gia, Rr Ria maa gaang 117 
MIS HHPA-AA, SCT TR AA ST | 
arate (aa a GR an ANRE 118 [1/4-8] 


Verse no. 1/ 4-8—On hearing the birth of a son, King Dasrath called all the priests, elders 
and Brahmins, and performed all the rituals as prescribed by the Vedas [4]. Saints, bards 
and priests are chanting various Veda-mantra in the royal palace. Countless melodious 
songs of praises are being sung, and the citizens are donating liberally [5]. Many gates 
studded with gems, and countless flags, buntings and banners have been erected to 
decorate the city. At all the places, professional singers are singing the praises of the 
King and the Lord [6]. The women-folk are arriving in their best of attires, and blessing 
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the child for a happy and prosperous future [7]. Coloured powder is being sprinkled 
liberally on the streets. The citizen are dancing and making merry; they have lost all 
awareness (inhibitions) of their bodies [8]. 


The Naming Ceremony of Lord Ram and his three brothers: Ram Charit Manas 


TARA R aE R TT sifer Taw APs Tart I 1 

aR r qR aa ATT TRS ATA ST APA TP TET 1 

Ol FS IA TA A AT aA A aah AAT | 

Ra A NA R SNE I R AA ART STS IS | 

aè YAA F Ry AAT | ATA ASA Ie AAMT 1 [Chaupai lines 1/197/2-3,6-8] 
AE- A A A AA UPA TA NAR | 

r aN IR Tar aSa AA ER 11 [Doha 1/197] 


When the time came for assigning names to the divine children as per set tradition, 
King Dasrath called his Guru Vashistha and requested him to give auspicious names to 
the four brothers which he has thought of and decided for them (2-3). 

Hence, Vashistha gave the eldest son the name of ‘Ram’—for he is an abode of bliss 
and a provider of comfort, peace, shelter, succour and solace to the entire world (6). The 
second son was named ‘Bharat’—for he sustains and supports the world (7), and the third 
was called ‘Shatrughan’—the very remembrance of whose name would vanquish all 
enemies (8). Finally, the fourth son was named ‘Laxman’—he is an abode of all noble 
virtues and characters, is most dear to and the beloved of Lord Ram, is the mainstay and 
the foundation of the universe, and is very magnanimous and gracious (1/197). [Chaupai 
lines 1/197/2-3, 6-8, Doha 197.] 


Geetawali : Verse no. 1/6/1-4, 18, 20, 25, 27— 


FST SAT ETTR AR-T | 

ATT TR FT les Se | || 

US TTA Wah FEATS SATE | 
ferea-afra-Sach-TeaT UT FAL ATT 112 
Tey GAs TAR Tat GAS FATT | 

IA, Fea, Hel, AA-AAA, pA rst ferare 113 
TAT-THR-RE OAS MIS FETT | 

PRA Ae AT Fel TAT YETU 14 

aa AAA anai SA gR T | 
gA gy, Na R, I TA gT 118 
AR, mA, aft, ARA Pe R TAI 
SA A A PENA l M E MÀ 1120 
qa a Rak R aa fora | 
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peaa et Ahk RA- T | 125 
et Fae fete aà aa AfA aes | 
aa Be ML FA Wa Teeth | 127 [1/6/1-4, 18, 20,25,27] 


Verse no. 1/6/1-4, 18, 20, 25, 27—The celebrations are continuing at Ayodhya with the 
singing of endless melodious songs sung to the accompaniment of various musical 
instruments. The King found out the proper date (after consulting astrologers) on which 
the naming ceremony should be held (1). On receiving instructions (royal request) from 
Dasrath, sage Vashistha called his disciples, ministers (of the court) servants and friends 
(2) and asked them to make preparations for the Naming Ceremony—and it included 
collecting holy waters from different sources (such as the holy rivers, lakes, pilgrim sites 
etc.), leaves of the sacred Tulsi plants amongst others, fruits of different kinds (such as 
mangoes, coconut and other fruits), seeds of the radish plant to act as beads for Navgraha 
worship, and other such paraphernalia required for the religious ceremony (3). Lord 
Ganesh, Goddess Parvati and Lord Shiva were worshipped and milk-giving cows were 
milked, while various felicitous songs were sung in each household of the city (4). 

Sage Vashistha, who was an expert in Atharva Veda, smiled at the child and told 
Lord Shiva, "This child is your Lord" (whom you worship), and saying this he named the 
child—who was a repository of all that was good, fortunate, auspicious, holy, divine and 
blissful—as 'Ram' (18). 

Lord Shiva (on being thus informed by Vashistha) brought his hands near child Ram 
to bless him; and all the collected Gods chanted in unison 'Glory to the benevolent Lord’ 
(20). 

Sage Vashistha then named the other three brothers as ‘Bharat’, ‘Laxman’ and 
‘Shatrughan’. All these four sons (of king Dasrath) were so exalted and divine that the 
four grand fruits (rewards)! that a man gets for being righteous, honest, truthful and 
dutiful seem to derive their value and importance due to being blessed by them. (25). 

The creator Brahma (Vidhata = the God who prescribes destiny) fulfilled all the 
desires of everyone. Even now, by chanting and singing the glory of those 4 brothers, all 
desires shall be fulfilled, says Tulsidas (27). [1/6/1-4,18,20,25,27] 


[Note—'The four ‘fruits’ are the rewards that a man gets for following the laws of 
auspicious living and for being righteous, dutiful and honest. These four fruits are 
(i) Artha—meaning financial prosperity and well-being, (11) Dharma—the acclaim 
and rewards that accrue for observing the laws of propriety, probity, righteousness 
and up-righteousness), (iii) Kaam—meaning fulfillment of all desires, and (iv) 
Moksha—meaning emancipation and salvation. ] 


{Sage Vashistha was the chief priest of king Dasrath. He was a wise man and a son of the 
creator Brahma. He knew who Lord Ram actually was. So one day he made the following 


prophesy. } 


Guru Vashistha’s Prophesies: 
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Geetawali: Raag Dhanashree—Verse no. 1/16— 


a REG TA ASST | 

a of ub, gg wA, sof Ba yS 
cere gf, ga, wu, We, TA BA are areal arg | 

qA aAA A WTI —ATaTY || 21 
a aR, aft oR ava, ager eft, exe, af weeny | 

ota fara feed—srearata xfefe Goat oT BEI! 311 
ae PART Hye ate ut afore HA oS | 

doa gra uea Re wa we 4 we AAPS IIA 
UM WRI Yow A cua, WY A gA AS | 

gaam aA agp wy mÑ YPS 





























Verse no. 1/16—'Oh king, listen! Who can describe (or prophesize) about the grand 
virtues, the eclectic qualities, the various divine names and the glories or the specialties 
of this child (Ram)? His majesty, fame and greatness is no less than that of Laxmi-pati 
himself. [Laxmi-pati refers to Lord Vishnu who is the divine husband of Laxmi, the 
goddess of wealth and prosperity.] (1). 

Though all the four brothers are equal in their virtues of unmatched wisdom, 
intelligence, age, beauty, charm, character, noble qualities and other such grand virtues, 
yet Lord Ram, who gives happiness and delight to his devotees, is special amongst them 
just like the full moon is for the eyes of the bird called Chakor (Indian red-legged 
partridge) representing the creatures of the entire world. [This bird is believed to be so 
enamoured of the full moon that when this moon rises in the sky, the bird keeps its gaze 
fixed on it. The same bird pays no heed to the moon either one day before or after the 
full-moon night, though the difference between these three nights is almost negligible and 
imperceptible. In the present context of this stanza it means that just like this bird Chakor 
that devotes its attention exclusively to the moon on the full-moon night though the 
brilliance of the moon one day before and after this particular night is almost the same for 
all practical purposes, the creatures of this world look up to Lord Ram as their only 
saviour and protector though all the other three brothers too have the same qualities as 
much as Lord Ram. All the four brothers are equally charming and virtuous, but like the 
full moon Lord Ram stands out amongst them.] (2). 

Lord Ram will make the Gods, the humans, the sages, the seers and the hermits 
etc. fearless by slaying (i.e. completely eliminating) the demons (who have been 
endlessly tormenting these pious and humble souls without rhyme or reason). This deed 
of the Lord would help him to remove the burden of this world (for which he has 
incarnated himself in the first place). His magnificent fame and stupendous glory as the 
one who eliminates sins, evils, vices, perversions and other misdemeanours of the entire 
world will spread in all the directions (3). 

Those who would worship him (Lord Ram) and concentrate their mind and heart 
on his holy feet with honesty and sincerity (i.e. have complete devotion for and faith in 
the Lord) would not only be able to cross this world themselves but would also be 
empowered to do the same for their kith and kin such as all the members of the family of 
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their father and mother up and down the line—there is no doubt and wonder in it’. [That 
is, they would become so pious and holy that anyone coming in contact with them would 
become equally blessed by their grace. All their past ancestors and all the members of 
their current generation would benefit from the Lord’s grace.] (4).’ 

Hearing these words of profound importance said by the Guru (Vashistha), the 
parents (of Lord Ram and his brothers) were thrilled and excited; a sense of immense 
contentedness, joy and delight surged in their hearts and overwhelmed them. Tulsidas 
says that when the Lord (Sri Ram) saw the happy face of his mother (Kaushalya) at that 
moment, he too smiled and felt happy in his heart. (5) 


[Note—'The Lord is very merciful and loving. Though his present physical form 
was that of a child, he in reality was the Father of the whole creation. So his 
smiling has two connotations here—he smiled because of the power of Maya or 
delusions that led his worldly mother Kaushalya to believe that Ram was her child 
instead of understanding the fact that he was no one’s child but rather the 
Supreme Father of creation, and the second reason for the smile was that the Lord 
feels very happy when his devotees and subjects are happy. 

Remember: Kaushalya may appear on the face to be Ram’s worldly mother in 
the present dispensation, because this is what she had wanted as a boon from the 
Supreme Being when she had done severe Tapa (penance and austerity) on some 
earlier occasion, but from the cosmic perspective of this creation she is just 
another creature and as much a subject of the kingdom of the Supreme Lord as 
others. So the Lord smiled at her delusions and ignorance. He also marveled at the 
phenomenal power of his own ‘Maya Shakti’, the cosmic power of the Lord to 
create delusions in this world and keep all the creatures enchanted by it. 

The Lord was amused because if this Maya did not spare such an exalted soul 
as Kaushalya who was very privileged and occupied a specially high position 
amongst the Lord’s devotees because of the simple fact that the Lord had agreed 
to come down to her place as her son and allowed her to life him in her arms, 
what will come of others who are ordinary mortals and not so privileged? 

Why does the Lord create Maya in the first place? Well, it is necessary for 
him to do so to keep the wheel of creation, the wheel of birth and death, the wheel 
of deeds and their consequences, turning eternally. After all, it is ‘he’ and no one 
else who had set the wheel of creation rotating, and so he is himself responsible 
for its going on rotating endlessly. If Maya and its effects are removed, the whole 
world would cease to matter for the self-realised and enlightened creature who 
would be able to see the Truth behind this smokescreen of Maya.] 


Childhood Pranks of Lord Ram: Ram Charit Manas 


uR Aa RAA ay Ae aaa TRA ga A7 

a son Hage Sea | Has AA RA Fara 18 —_[1/200/7-8] 
Uh IR Sat sree | HH FT Tear VST 11 

Fast He SSSA TAT | YS VI HPS STAT 12 

apt GST AAT ASAT | SAY WS Se Wah IAAT | 13 
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TSR Ag Tat afer Sag | AIST HEI SS Yet Ge | 14 

Tt oat fag af waster | Sear aret Tet OPT FAT 15 

TER ss TAT ga Bis | Tes HT TA AATF lS | 16 

Sel Sel FE TAH GT! 7 [1/201/1-7] 


One day, mother Kaushalya washed the child and adorned him (with clothes and 
ornaments). Then she put him in a cradle to go to sleep. She then bathed and worshipped 
the family deity and offered the latter food as Prasad (sanctified food that is offered to a 
deity), and then went away to the kitchen. On return she found child Ram partaking of the 
food offered to the deity. Stunned and dumbfounded, she rushed back to the nursery 
where she found that the child Ram was fast asleep in the cradle where she had put him 
earlier to sleep. Hurrying back to the worship-room, she found the child still eating. She 
was full of fear and was extremely perplexed at seeing the child at two places at the same 
time. [She perhaps thought that this is a bad omen as she must be seeing a ghost or some 
evil Spirit in the guise of Ram. This obviously caused immense consternation and anxiety 
in her mind. We have just above talked about ‘Maya’ and its effects. Well, this was Maya 
playing its tricks at its best! ] [1/201/1-7] 


arora et seater ater | sift sre areas che ST | 

TA Fae AR a pea fa RS YPT 14 

FST BLT Her TT TT | AS Sa TAS Tet TAIT | 16 

PACH TI TH TS | SH SAH WY Tee WE 17 [1/203/1,4,6,7] 


Sri Hari (Lord Ram) performed many enjoyable and cheerful deeds as a child playing 
around with his usual pranks which gave immense joy and happiness to the servants of 
the royal palace; they thoroughly enjoyed the playful activities of the child Ram (1). The 
four princes roamed about doing most enchanting deeds that spread cheer and happiness 
all around (4). When his father, king Dasrath, called him for dinner, he would not come 
to him because he was enjoying the company of his friends. When his mother Kaushalya 
would go to fetch him, he would run away trying to avoide her, and in the process he 
stumbled and toddled (6-7) [1/203/1,4,6,7] 


ael- ASA pA Wet fad Sa Sa AGS TZ | 
qR aA fhaa Fe ae sitet MITE |! [Doha 1/203.] 


Even while eating his mind would be restless, and as soon as he got a chance he would 
run-away with a scream of delight, his mouth smeared with rice and curd (from the 
unfinished meal). [1/203/0] 


ay Ger ST ae sens | aa TTT Frat Werks SS 1 | 
IT TAT ST ATS HRM Arg fora Sere STARA | 14 [1/205/1,4] 
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Lord Ram would call his brothers and friends and go to the forest to hunt every day (1). 
He would eat his meals accompanied by his younger brothers and friends (i.e. he always 
shared him food with othere). He was a very obedient child as he always followed the 
instructions of his parents (4) (1/205/1,4) 


Kavitawali : Verse no. 1/4— 


aad ofa arma R a Had vfafeia Fret St 

HAE BLT TASH ATT ATG Tet AT ATS AL | 

aad fitters ae eh Uf cia ae Ste caf ae 

TAT Teh AR Gar Goret-Aa-TfaR FT fe [1/4] 


Verse no. 1/4—Sometimes child (Lord Sri) Ram becomes adamant to get the moon, 
sometimes he gets afraid at the his own shadow. At other times he claps his hands 
joyously and dances in merriment, a sight at which all the mothers feel overwhelmed 
with joy (1). Then there are times when he yearns for a particular object, not relenting 
and letting anyone rest till the time he gets it. Tulsidas prays that all the four brothers 
should reside in his heart for ever. [Tulsidas enjoys the playful childhood days of his 
beloved Lord Ram, and is so enthralled and captivated by the charms of the Lord’s child- 
like behaviour that he wishes that these scenes are permanently etched in his memory for 
ever, and that he should remain lost in their thoughts for all times to come, for as long as 
he lives.] (2).[1/4] 


The beauty of Lord Ram as a child: 
{The beauty of Lord Ram as a child has been succinctly described by Tulsidas in his 
Barvai Ramayan, verse nos. 1-7, and in Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse no. 30. Now let 


us see how charming the Lord’s physical form as a child was. } 


Barvai Ramayan: Verse nos. 1-7— 





qs aaa Hfe yHel act frac | 
goat area sate FATE TAT IN 





1-Tulsidas says that (the child Lord Sri Ram) has large (lotus-like) eyes, curved eye- 
brows, and a broad forehead. This (sight of this) charming child enthralls the heart and 
mind. 





HoH fit art aft Gs cet | 
prpues fafa aRa pa aad Huet | [21 | 





2-[The palace women folk say—] 'Oh Friend! There is a Tilak Mark of saffron on his (Sri 
Ram's) forehead, the ears have ear-rings that always shaking (as the child moves his 
head), and how enchanting and attractive do the round (well formed, healthy, rosy, 
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robust) cheeks look along with the lock of curly hairs dangling over them. [The ‘Tilak 
Mark’ is an auspicious sign made on the forehead. It is usually made from a paste of 
sandalwood. | 





ure feet UX Wed ale Har | 
Bg aqeRat hoe ae VAM | 1311 





3-The line of the Tilak Mark on the forehead (of Lord Ram as a child) looks as adorable 
as an arrow mounted on a bow represented by the curved eye-brows. [The Tilak Mark is 
made vertically from the mid point of the eyebrows just above the base of the nose, and 
goes up across the center of the forehead till the hairline. Since the eyebrows are curved, 
it resembles an arrow that is mounted on a bow. ] 

Only a full moon can be compared with his (Sri Ram's) beautiful face. 





dat da frcreta 4g yaar | 
bE WY AIA HH se Hel TSA 14 1 





4-Tulsidas says that Lord Ram pleasantly glances sideways at an angle, and he sports a 
sweet smile on his lips. How can I (dare to) compare his eyes with a lotus flower 
(because his fascinating eyes are perennially bewitching and charming whereas the lotus 
flowers shrivels in the night). 





ded Gal Ys Sard old far | 
He A has HHS A HAM | 151 | 





5-I shall never say that Lord Ram’s eyebrows are like a stern and hard bow. This is 
because when the bow faces an enemy it becomes taught (because it is stringed and 
pulled to shoot the arrow), while it becomes flaccid and limp when at ease (i.e. when it is 
un-stringed). [This is not the case at all with the curved eyebrows of Lord Ram. For one, 
they do not mean any harm to anyone, not even an enemy, because the Lord is mercy 
personified. Second, the bow is made of a hard material, but the Lord’s eyebrows are 
extremely soft, tender and supple. The curved eyebrow is regarded as more beautiful as 
compared to that which is straight. ] 


OM SU UA Teri WA WaT | 
al of ara GH We yaa | 16 || 





6-Tulsidas wonders which poet is so foolish that he would dare to compare the beautiful, 
charming and peerless image of Sri Ram with that of Kamdeo-cupid, because this would 
be a show of grave incompetence on his part as well as a sinful act which will make him 
fall in the well represented by this mundane, deluding and entrapping world. [Lord Ram 
is the Supreme Being who is incomparable and most holy and divine, while Kamdeo is 
synonymous with lust and passion. The Lord provides liberation and deliverance from the 
entanglements of this world, while Kamdeo cupid traps a person in the web of desires and 
yearnings. The beauty of the Lord has a divine, subtle and ethereal dimension, whereas 
the beauty of Kamdeo cupid is earthly and gross. So there is no comparison between the 
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two, though the Lord’s charming image is often times compared to the beauty of Kamdeo 
cupid, but that is just to give the people an idea of the Lord’s measureless beauty as the 
people do not have the ability to even imagine the dimension, the depth, the extent and 
intensity of the Lord’s charm because the Lord and every element associated with him are 
beyond their comprehension. ] 


ary aia waa yrs aXe YU | 
WA Ae Xa GA Het Bs WAL I7 11 





7-Lord Sri Ram is pure-hearted and pious (Sadhu), is most courteous, amiable, gentle and 
civilised, is wise and has noble and positive thoughts, is clean, auspicious and holy within 
and without (i.e. he has no deceit and conceit), and his nature and character are simple, 
noble and virtuous. Lord Ram is very diligent in following the path that is in accordance 
with the laws of righteousness, probity, propriety and nobility. Say, where can Kamdeo 
cupid ever imagine being a match for the Lord? Where can he ever find these immaculate 
and glorious qualities and virtues? [Refer verse no. 6.] 


Geetawali: Raag Asawari— Verse no. 1/30— 





OI A Sk Ved WS ARAL Ag | 
Uo Wet Ae AVA WA aM alt 


aRar aR gea ag Myers 111 || 
Ta RA wT eR, ma-a SA T 


Are da mRNA Hoa 

maA aÀ & A gA Ug | 121 | 

SIH SH wT oe, veh, creat gE | 
ao, Fatt, welt, A, hap, 
saci, are afi 7 og | 13 || 

SAA Wee Te Be setae AMSAT | 
ara-gad fage—fara frond 

facie ag RA ax a arg | 14 || 

ee faxfa ex eR wa JRs | 
QUA VERT IAT 

frge Fa ety gaa se ag | 15 || 
gra arygetret cer aka | 
Taker seer sat site 

TAIT Ta Gl UT store stars | 16 | | 


























Verse no. 1/30—The four brothers (Ram, Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan) are most 
beautiful (handsome) and adorable; they are exceptionally charming and very enchanting 
to behold as they play around in the royal court-yard. The mothers are overwhelmed with 
joy and filled with exhilaration when they see Shatrughan along with his brothers Bharat, 
Laxman and Ram. [Remarkable indeed! Wonderful really! Shatrughan was the youngest 
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of the four, and the youngest son is always most dear for any mother. The three elder 
brothers were also too eager to keep him happy, and so Shatrughan occupied the central 
stage when the four played together. He was the cynosure of all eyes so to say.] (1). 

All the four brothers are adorned by clothes and ornaments befitting children of 
their exalted, noble and royal stature; they look absolutely fabulous, most radiant and 
very magnificent from head to toe. The garlands that Kamdeo-cupid had made from blue 
and yellow lotus-like flowers appear to derive their glamour, charm, beauty and 
magnificence from their (children’s) bodies. [In other words, the four brothers looked so 
exceptionally beautiful that the beauty of the garland of flowers that Kamdeo held 
appeared to be only a fraction of their beauty. It looks as if the magnificence which the 
garland possessed is a mere reflection of the original magnificence effusing out of the 
bodies of these four brothers. The original always has the vibrancy, the colour, the 
energy, the eloquence and the dynamism that its reflection lacks.] (2). 

No one can describe the beauty and charm of the divine sight of the children’s 
strutting around with a staggering and uncertain gait, the sight of their dancing, 
stumbling, running forward and meeting each other, their becoming annoyed and angry 
on one occasion and happy and cheerful at another occasion, their giving out a shrill cry 
of joy, their gaze, and the enchantment of the hearing of their lispful speech and their 
childish babble (3). 

Watching the Kalpa-Tree representing Dasrath’s good and virtuous deeds grow 
rapidly in the garden representing the palace court-yard, the creator has enclosed it (to 
protect it) from all the four sides by making a hedge representing the mothers 
(Kaushalya, Sumitra, Kaikeyi). [It’s a find example of imagery. The good deeds of king 
Dasrath have been personified in the form of the four brothers who are compared to a 
Kalpa Tree. This tree is the all wish-fulfilling tree of the Gods. The mothers are very 
protective of these four children and are always on the look out that no harm should come 
to them like a hedge is erected around a young tree to protect it against damage.] (4). 

Observing the nature of Lord Ram that he can be very easily pleased, obliged, 
gratified and made happy (captivated and overcome) by having devotion, love and 
affection for him, the creator Brahma, the sustainer Vishnu and the concluder Shiva (i.e. 
all the three chief Gods who form the Trinity) are liberal in praising kind Dasrath because 
he has found a treasury of immense happiness and contentedness in the form of the Lord 
as his son. [Tulsidas means that the Gods praise the purity and sincerity of love and 
devotion of Dasrath for he has been able to please the Supreme Lord so much that the 
Lord came down personally to his palace as a son in the form of Sri Ram.] The Gods are 
so appreciative of the king’s good fortune and his quality of love and devotion which 
forced the Supreme Lord to become a human child that they do not tire of showering 
flowers on him in a continuous stream to honour him and celebrate this auspicious virtue 
of the Lord himself. As a result, the Gods are showering flowers on him constantly (to 
celebrate it) (5). 

Remembering and recalling those childhood pranks and playful activites of those 
four children who are the best in the clan of Raghu, Tulsidas feels enchanted and 
exhilarated, and experiences the ecstasy and joy of those days and moments even today in 
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Ayodhya. [Tulsidas had lived in the town of Ayodhya during his lifetime. What he means 
to say is that he remains so submerged in the pleasant thoughts of his dear Lord that he 
can imagine the same level of happiness and cheer all around even today in the city as it 
existed during the time of Lord Ram when he was a child playing around on its soil.] (6). 


Ram as a child: Kavitawali: Verse no. 1/1— 


saae are wpe ws Ya ole $ aA ot ferme I 
ardent at ara faaraacr ofer—eft zal, G a ool ferep-B 11 
geet Haier oaa- Aa gia- | 

aac ARNA amea sa aaco aeree-a APINN 


Verse no. 1/1—[One maid talks with her companion] :- 'I had gone early morning to the 
palace gate of Dasrath, the king of Ayodhya. Just then, the king came out with his son in 
his arms. I was absolutely charmed, completely fascinated and enthralled at the sight of 
that divine child who is the eliminator of all sorrows. Those people who are not 
enamoured by this divine child and not thrilled at his sight are contemptible; they are to 
be treated as being most unfortunate and cursed. The edges of the child’s eye-lids were 
smeared with ‘Anjan’ (a black, oily medicated paste usually used as a charm to ward off 
evil spirits), and his eyes were as beauteous and gorgeous as that of the ‘Khanjan’ bird’s 
chick. Oh dear! Those eyes looked as if two equally beautiful blue-tinged lotuses have 
blossomed on the face of the moon!' [Here, the face of child Ram is likened to the moon, 
and his two beautiful eyes to the two lotus flowers. ] 


Kavitawali : Verse no. 1/2— 


yr qge À ugd moa Ag a aferara fev 
aacha pAn Aa gor ses yar ay one fav 
arfdg Ul smag Su Avg 3sieifea ciaa-—aior fo | 
Aaa a at ara wee ot gaeit coat wg Aa fe 1211 


Verse no. 1/2—'That child (Lord Ram) had a ‘Ghungharoo’ in his feet (a small ornament 
worn around the ankle and having tiny bells which chime when the foot is moved), a 
bracelet around his wrist, and a beautiful necklace of gems around his neck. A yellow 
frock adorned his dark complexion of pristine beauty. The king was thrilled and 
immensely pleased in having him in his arms. The child’s face was like a lotus, and its 
divine sight amply rewarded the eyes of those who watched him without letting their gaze 
move away just like the black bee drinking nectar from the lotus flower and feeling 
extremely contented and fulfilled. (2) 


Kavitawali : Verse no. 1/3— 


aaa of wat aires cilda Gost aHgeras et 
ait wer wea aft ae ofa affs seoa af Ai 
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aaa dfeat afa afi fas wa aefaete we 
sadas aas aR aa ga- AÀ fest i3 11 


Verse no. 1/3— The complexion of his (child Ram’s) body is like a blue-tinged lotus, and 
the eyes dulled the prettiness (loveliness, beauty or charm) of lotus in their comparison. 
He appears very pretty/lovely inspite of being covered in dust (because the child has been 
playing around in the ground of the palace), and the famed beautiful image of Kamdeo 
turns pale in comparison. His tiny teeth glitter and dazzle like lightening, and he playfully 
performs many child-like pranks with a giggle and mischief on his face. Tulsidas prays 
that all those four sons of King Dasrath of Ayodhya should reside for ever in his heart 
and mind. 


Kavitawali : Verse no. 5— 


a daa) doà Gepe steretere—-uceta SAAT | 
am aa ga da ct A AA A sA | 
JRR aé aeh Aw Bur Beat AA paa 
asak ma we goi aN os ao sa aerate 511 


Verse no. 5— The combined effect of the child Ram’s row of white glistening teeth that 
resemble the Kunda-kalis (buds of a conical tiny flowers that are white in colour), the 
opening of his lips (as he smiles), and the necklace of priceless pearls that he is adorned 
with create an image similar to the dazzle of lightening in black clouds. [The child is dark 
complexioned like the dark rain-bearing clouds. The white teeth glisten inside the lips 
like lightening showing in the dark cloud, and the pearl necklace adds to or multiplies the 
shining effect.] Curly hairs are dangling on his face. 

Tulsidas says, ‘Oh Lalla! [It is an affectionate form of address for a child.] I am 
overwhelmed and offer to sacrifice my self at the pretty sight of your beautiful face that is 
adorned by the magnificent ear rings which dangle down to the cheeks, as well as at your 
enchanting child-like talk (i.e. at your child-like giggle, babble, lisping and banter). 


Kavitawali : Verse no.1/6— 


upo Ag a uad ggi mm tpo- feu! 
aRar o Aaa Saa È meo dlee are feu 
goai sa aap- aè ag wer ou olor warts feu 
az Yd We Boe eat Bate Hel oor wa dle FSU 611 


Verse no. 1/6—Attractive shoes adorn his (the child Ram’s) feet, a tiny bow and arrow is 
in his small hands, and accompanied by children (of his age), he playfully moves about 
either on the banks of the river Saryu or the market places of Ayodhya. Tulsidas says that 
if one cannot develop love and affection towards such children, then what is the utility of 
doing Japa (reciting and repetition of the Mantras), practicing Yoga (meditation and 
concentration on the Pure-Self) or being in a state of Samadhi (a trance like state of 
consciousness when one is lost in deep contemplation)? Such people (who do all these 
exercises but cannot inculcate love and devotion for the Lord) are similar to donkeys, 
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pigs and dogs. Say, of what use is their life (i.e. what fruit or benefit have they got from 
taking birth)'? (6). 


[Note—'This verse must be seen in the correct light and not misinterpreted as 
casting aspersions on or in any way demeaning to the institution or the system of 
doing Japa, Yoga or Samadhi. The main objective of these three latter exercises is 
to obtain spiritual liberation and deliverance, to find emancipation and salvation, 
to acquire tranquility and peace for the soul, to have access to the Supreme Being 
and find the Absolute Truth of existence in the form of the pure Consciousness. 
Such exercises require a lot of effort, they are time consuming, and strict laws and 
regulations must be followed rigidly to achieve success in them. A smallest 
deviation or carelessness makes the whole exercise go in vain. 

Besides this, they require a follower to concentrate his mind and attention on 
something that is too abstract for an ordinary man, something that is not easily 
verifiable or seen—because the cosmic Consciousness, the pure ‘Self’, the 
Absolute Truth, the Supreme Atma or Soul on which one is required to focus 
one’s attention are abstract entities too difficult to grasp and understand. This 
conception is beyond the understanding of an ordinary man, and so when the 
objective is not clear the path too becomes hazardous and uncertain. 

Therefore, the exercises of doing Japa, Yoga and Samadhi in order to attain 
the Supreme Being and find emancipation and salvation are limited to a few 
highly enlightened souls and to those who are well-versed in the intricacies of the 
metaphysical philosophy of the scriptures. Therefore there are too difficult for an 
ordinary man to access. On the contrary, having love and devotion for the Lord’s 
known form and his charming image which is like that of a pretty child one sees 
around him in this world makes the path leading to peace and happiness of the 
soul as well as its emancipation and salvation very easy and light on the mind and 
the senses. It is very easy to relate to something that we see and experience 
everyday in our lives around us than to attempting to focus our mind on 
something that we cannot even comprehend. 

Therefore, Tulsidas advocates the easier path of having love and devotion for 
the human form of the Supreme Lord as Ram instead of following the path that is 
arduous and time consuming and uncertain of yielding tangible results. 

When we read the Holy Bible we come across the following declaration of 
Jesus Christ in the Gospel of St. Matthew, 18/1-6—1: At the same time came the 
disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2: 
And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 3: And 
said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4: Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5: And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. 6: But 
whose shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the 
depth of the sea. 

Gospel of St. Mark, 9/36-37—36: And he took a child, and set him in the 
midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 37: 
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Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and 
whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me.] 


Ram at Play: Geetawali: Raag Thori—Verse no. 1/45— 





WHO Sh Se, ad-Ryaad Gel EH BR AAI 
ugar wa yee yao, af—ats agat afl aa 11 111 
aen—ala—gaa sy afe—ale, a pial afh—cifh wa | 
arora fifa dar, wer at wa Ret! 211 
a faa fage RAA wep ten wre wa | 

ued ware Ure curate aud for ae-HYA-aAI || 31 
Yp ot ded YH Gd, Ga WA-wale—feare—ae | 

Wh Hed AZ Se WAH), YH Hed ASA At TAI! 41 

Wy seed Tot af, gea—ah, ca gf ws Mar ea | 

Us maA urge wR OATH 4A Gee ge WII SII 
THUY untd Pork oe dé, y RNa seat ea | 

yR- agr SAN a maa- Ra fa Al 611 

eN ay ele fey maf, AA wga Rn TAA TÀI 

det ofR yra- gad As o we AT NIITI 









































Verse no. 1/45—[This verse narrates one occasion when the four brothers were playing. ] 

On the one side were Lord Ram and Laxman, and on the other side were Bharat 
and Shatrughan. They stood on a flat ground at a place on the banks of river Saryu that 
was very pleasant. Then they counted themselves and formed two groups among 
themselves (1). 

Then, fully prepared to play, the four brothers mounted well trained Polo-horses, 
tied their turbans, tucked in their curls (of hairs) in it, and started to play the game of Polo 
(2). 

The Gods are watching the game astride their vehicles from the sky (heavens), 
and are providing shade to both the players as well as the spectators. The Gods praise 
Dasrath along with his retinue (i.e. his kinsmen, relatives, ministers, subjects, servants 
etc.), and shower on them garlands made of flowers of the Kalpa-Tree. [That is, the Gods 
honour them for their exceptional good luck that they are able to watch a match being 
played by the Supreme Lord himself in his human manifestation as Lord Ram and his 
brothers.] (3). 

All the children are engrossed in enjoying themselves. They are exuding 
happiness, cheer, ecstasy, bonhomie and love in their expressions and demeanours. When 
the boys of one group move forward with the ball, those in the opposite group repulse 
them (i.e. return the ball back to them). Some claim that Lord Ram has lost (the game), 
while others assert that brother Bharat has won. [It is actually Lord Ram voluntarily 
losing the game so that his dear brother Bharat wins it. He is so magnanimous, gracious, 
benevolent and kind that he prefers to lose and make Bharat win so that the latter can 
smile and feel happy. Lord Ram derives great satisfaction and pleasure when he sees 
others happy even if it means that he has to forego his own comfort and honour by letting 
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his opponent have the upper hand and win the trophy and be successful in any endeavour. 
Happiness of Bharat and the smile on his face at wining the game gave the Lord more 
peace and contentedness than a momentary glory and applaud from the spectators if he 
had won the match himself. This remarkable character of the Lord made him very dear to 
his subjects later on in life—he would rather suffer himself than do anything that made 
others unhappy.] (4). 

The Lord (Sri Ram) allows elephants, horses, clothes and gems of various kinds 
to be given to them (the winning group) as reward. Kettledrums are being played in the 
heavens by the Gods who celebrate the victory. They sit in their vehicles in the sky and 
applaud, saying “Glory to the Lord; Hail, Hail!’ [It is very interesting to note here that 
though it is not mentioned explicitly who the Gods were lauding, applauding and hailing, 
the obvious answer is that is Lord Ram. As has been stressed in this verse above, this 
unique character of the Lord of losing himself and let others win is a grand character that 
the Gods appreciate. Usually children fight each other for victory, and the losing party 
sulks and makes a bad face. But Lord Ram is cheerful and exuberant at Bharat and his 
companions’ victory!] After being rewarded by Lord Ram, the companions, friends, 
servants and alms-seekers did not (find it necessary to) go to anybody else’s door ever 
again throughout their lives. [The Lord gave so much to them that they found no reason 
to want anything more in their lives any longer. The broad implication of this statement is 
that if one seeks something from Lord Ram, the seeker is so amply rewarded and satisfied 
that he never needs to seek anything, any more and any longer in this life.] (5). 

At various places in the city, abundant gifts in the form of countless charities and 
felicitous offerings are showering like a rain from the sky, while the Gods and mystics 
are giving away their blessings liberally. Those who affectionately sing or hear these 
divine childhood activities of Lord Ram (and his brothers) daily, deeds enacted by the 
Lord that are always fresh and new, are indeed very fortunate and privileged (6). 

Bharat feels glad when he loses the game while his head and eyes are lowered by 
hesitation and modesty on winning it. [But Lord Ram always ensures that Bharat wins the 
game instead! It is so fascinating and heart-warming to read this particular stanza. There 
appears to be a competition between the two brothers, not to show who is more skilled in 
the game but to ensure defeat for himself so that the other brother wins! Bharat is glad 
when he loses the game because he then has had a chance to oblige his loving brother 
Lord Ram to hog the limelight at least for once, and to repay Ram’s gesture of 
graciousness by making him win for once. Lord Ram allows this to happen once in a 
while because when he starts losing continuously and lets Bharat win, the Lord sees pain 
in Bharat’s face instead of pleasure. Why? Because Bharat realises that the Lord has lost 
a round of the game voluntarily just to let him win. Since the intention of Lord Ram is to 
see Bharat happy, this regret showing on Bharat’s face makes Ram win an occasional 
round so that his victory can cheer Bharat. It also helps to make it appear that the game is 
being played honestly, and it also keeps the companions of Bharat happy that that had 
won at least some of the rounds. At the end of the day the things are so managed by the 
merciful Lord that no one wins or loses in the final reckoning and the game ends in a 
draw. How marvelous and fantastic a show of brotherly love and the ideal of compassion 
and the spirit of give-and-take that this verse presents to us.] 

Tulsidas says that those who are submerged in the thoughts of such graceful 
virtues of the Lord, those who imbrued in this magnificent colour of brotherly love and 
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affection (i.e. those who have inculcated these virtues in themselves) by remembering 
such generous, magnanimous and compassionate characters of the Lord which are natural 
to him and part of natural temperament and habit, such people are indeed very privileged, 
fortunate and lucky in all respects (7). 


Lord Ram Returns Home after Play: 


Geetawali: Verse no. 1/46— 


ate Wa Gefen | 

SaR SaR, qgoi ge, wer og ER! 11/ 
dy-wen—wap ule, wa we ar 

fel aero A g a gA Pari! 211 
gaa Wawa Ug, TS YT EY ua Ree 
aed wat woes oe WH WS BW Ill 31 
YT UR TAS GRIM Het AR 

Pris aft ard-fedaR pa wR RIIAI 
Aa a AA sae wa, Ua fal aT Zan! 
geal fae wa de fered wad waka flares 511 


























Verse no. 1/46— The players, having finished their games, dismounted from their horses, 
patted them (the horses) affectionately, and bowed before Lord Ram in his honour (1). 

The Lord praised and showed his brothers, friends and servants due respect, 
expressed his affection for them, and gifted them many types of clothes as well as 
numerous horses and elephants decked up (decorated) with beautiful decorations (2). 

Thereafter, the Gods, being extremely glad, happy and pleased, and having got the 
fruits (reward, benefit) of their eyes (i.e. having had the opportunity of witnessing such a 
marvelous and fascinating game-playing scene of the Lord), went to their respective 
abodes in the heavens, all the while singing his glories en-route. Lord Ram too departed 
for his royal palace from the playing field, along with his companions (3). 

There is tumultuous rejoicing in the palace as well as in every household of the 
city. Seeing him (Lord Ram) affectionately, the mothers have literally lost awareness of 
their bodies (i.e. they have forgotten about their own self because they are hugely excited 
and happy). They perform the Aart of the Lord and his brothers with an exhilarated and 
cheerful mind. The mothers are liberally giving away alms and charities in abundance. 
[The Aarti is a form of ceremonial welcome home when lighted oil lamps are arranged on 
a plate and shown to the visitor as a mark of auspiciousness.] (4). 

In this way, there are fresh celebrations and rejoicings in Ayodhya on a daily 
basis. Tulsidas asserts that those who have greater affection for the Lord’s divine stories 
and the equally divine activities and deeds that the Lord performed in this world than the 
Lord himself are very fortunate, and they are equally privileged to those ordinary citizens 
of Ayodhya who may not have had the opportunity to come too near or close to the Lord 
himself personally but had exulted and remained drowned in the Lord’s glory and 
affections for them. [This observation must be read in the context of verse no. 45 wherein 
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it is described how the Lord preferred to lose himself to make his brother Bharat win the 
game so that his victory could make him happy. The idea is that it is very important to 
remain submerged in the ocean of the Lord’s mercy and grace which is available to all 
free of cost at all times of their lives, wherever they are in whatever situation they may 
be. The physical form of the Supreme Being as Lord Ram had to obey the established 
laws of creation—for the simple reason that these laws are established by none else but 
the Lord himself—and Lord Ram had to leave this world when the time came, but his 
divine name, his divine glory, his divine story and his divine Spirit lives eternally for us I 
our midst to let us bask in their sun-shine.] (5). 


Kavitawali : Verse no. 1/7— 


ma az RS AR fet zwgdie we sre FR Ud! 

agd we dk, aoo oa wf tla eno adie wa 
afé IRn maaa «a ak al dit shri adi 

aA amA doy ars of fer fear fest soar a vais 


Verse no. 1/7— Lord Ram, his friends and brothers roam about playfully on the banks of 
river Saryu. His hands hold a small bow and arrow, the quiver is tied around his hip, and 
a new Pitambar (a yellow coloured seamless silk cloth wrapped around the body as an 
over-garment) adorns his body. Tulsidas says that Sri Sharda (the goddess of speech, 
wisdom, intellect; also known as Saraswati) could not find anything to compare with this 
beauty and enchanting image of the Lord though she searched for it in all the fourteen 
Bhuvans (the 14 worlds that constitute this creation), nine Khands (the nine divisions or 
parts into which these worlds have been divided), the three Lokas (the 3 nearer worlds) 
and the twenty-one Brahamaands (universes). So she became frustrated (as she could not 
find anything as beauteous, as magnificent, as majestic and as fabulous as this image of 
Lord Ram in the whole of creation). 


Education: Ram Charit Manas 


FU HAR Fae Fa WaT SS TAS Tw FG ATA 13 
TRS MC UST TUS | StTT chTet fara Ga SATE | 14 
Ha TST TAT fel I | Gt SR Ty ae sige ATE 1S [1/204/3-5] 


When all the (four) brothers attained boyhood, they were given the 'Sacred Thread’ by 
their teacher (Vashistha) and their parents (3). Thereafter, they went to Vashistha's 
hermitage for education, and in a short time they mastered all knowedge. [That is, after 
their initation by the sacred thread ceremony, they went to study at the hermitage of the 
teacher Guru Vashistha. They quickly learnt all that was taught to them; they became 
experts sooner than expected.] (4). What a wonder that Sri Hari (an epithet for Lord 
Vishnu), whose breath is the reservoir of all the four Vedas, should study (like an 
ordinary child)!' (5) [1/204/3-5] 

[Note—'Lord Vishnu is regarded in the Purans as the Supreme Being. Lord Ram 

is an incarnation of Vishnu. The Vedas are the primary scriptures and a repository 
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of all available knowledge in existence. Being the Supreme Lord of creation, 
Vishnu is obviously the one who must have created even the Vedas. These 
scripturs are called his breath because originally the Vedas used to be chanted and 
transmitted orally—hence the reference to the ‘breath’ because speaking is also 
done through the same windpipe by which one breathes, and also because only a 
man who breathes can speak, and therefore recite and teach the Vedas. ‘Breath’ is 
metaphor for life. Since Ram is an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, Tulsidas expresses 
his astonishment that the Lord had to pass through the normal process of 
education and learning the Vedas though he is the one who had created these 
scriptures. See Glossary in appendix no. 2 at the end of this book.] 


{There is a sweet verse in the Barvai Ramayan that says that one day when the little 
boy Ram picked up a reed to make a bow out of it, his father king Dasrath was 


watching. He felt pleased and got a small bow made for him. } 


Barvai Ramayan, verse no. 8— 





die age fed Regt wats wy ci | 
gfed aft gm aqel qo shh aH 11811 


8-Once, the child (Lord Sri Ram, being born in the warrior race known as ‘Kshatriya’) 
picked up a reed or a long blade of grass with great hesitation to make a bow out of it and 
learn archery. [His father king Dasrath was watching.] Seeing this, the king got a small 
bow made especially for him, and gave it to him smilingly. 

[Sri Ram's hesitation indicates that he did not wish to pick up something or learn 
an art which would kill others or harm them. But he had no choice, because for one, he 
was born as a Kshatriya which is a warrior class, and second but most important reason 
was that he had to slay the demons and get the earth freed from their torments, for which 
arms were necessary. | 


{Now we move on to the next phase in the Lord’s life on earth. There was a great 
sage named Vishwamitra. His fire sacrifice was continuously defiled by the demons. 
He had heard that the Supreme Being had manifested as Lord Ram in the kingdom of 
Ayodhya with the express purpose of eliminating these ferocious and sinful demons. 
So the sage decided to bring the Lord to his hermitage and let the Lord begin his job 
for which he had taken the trouble of becoming a human being. } 


Arrival of Vishwamitra: Ram Charit Manas 


Raa A Tart sate fata qa sere at | 12 
we TT are ST APA eet | safer aera gargè S | 13 
cad Se ER arate | axle Sasa Al Ge urate 114 
TF APTA FA HLS FCAT | WY SARS ST AS ANT 16 
ud fra Sat va ae | BR feat srt ats aE 117 [1/206/2-4, 6-7] 
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The enlightened sage Vishwamitra lived at a holy spot in a forest where he did penance, 
fire sacrifices, meditation and contemplation, but he was afraid of the demons Marich and 
Subhau (2-3). As soon as these demons saw the sacrificial fire, they would rush and 
desecrate (defile) it, which caused great chagrin to Vishwamitra (4). So he decided that 
he would go and fetch Sri Hari (Lord Ram) who had already taken birth for the purpose 
of getting the earth rid of the burden of demons (6-7). [1/206/2-4, 6-7] 


Ag- g TT FA aia Te Ae STAI 
ert GSTs WY GS Bl Ses He att HEAT! | [Doha 1/207] 


Reaching the court of King Dasrath, he pleaded with him to give Lord Ram and Sri 
Laxman to him for the purpose of slaying the demons. He urged the king not to let 
wordly love and ignorance (of the true nature of Lord Ram) come in the way; he would 
earn religious fame and greatmerit, and the two princes would be blessed (for serving a 
noble cause) [1/207/0]. 


ae aa fra aie oa fe Tg | TH ea ale TAS TATE 115 
aa afer agafa aT TI H AA Fe TAT 18 
qa- MA m RAR aa agafà g aiI [Chaupai lines 1/208/5,8, Doha 208 Ka] 


King Dasrath was shocked at this demand, and he was most reluctant to part with 
Lord Ram because all his sons were very dear to him like his very own life (5). Then his 
teacher sage Vashistha pleaded with him, explaining all the pros and cons, thereby 
removing all his doubts (8). So, the king handed over Lord Ram and Sri Laxman to sage 
Vishwamitra after blessing them. [Chaupai lines 1/208/5,8, Doha 208 Ka] 

[Note—How the king’s misgivings and doubts were removed are narrated below 

in the following verses. ] 


Geetawali : Verse no. 1/47— 


Fea meN T T | 

ara FR St Gas SS, HI TA AT TA | 

mÀ qy, 7a Pat Ger, TH ae Ha Sa | 
forr—arg-ge-aq-eree-fed Se Stara MA | 2 

Ufaea starcraft sae Ga BPs Ta | 

qA yf AA AR, MAA ares sat | 3 [1/47/1-3] 


Verse no. 1/47—Sage Vishwamitra wishes to complete his fire-sacrifice, but the demons 
interfere, molest and desecrate it continuously with great impunity, as a result of which 
the sage is getting emaciated due to worry (1). He is in a dilemma. If he curses the 
demons, that will be sinful (because getting angry and cursing is not becoming of a saint 
of Vishwamitra's stature, and especially when he has taken a vow of remaining calm and 
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observing austerity and penance while engaged in the fire sacrifice). And if he tolerates 
them, there seem to be no end to the demon's torments. So he thought to himself—‘Sri 
Hari has taken a form (as an incarnation of Lord Ram) for the benefit of the Brahmins, 
the sages and hermits, the pious ones, the Gods, the holy cows and the mother earth.’ (I 
must therefore approach him to liberate me from this daily suffering at the hands of 
demons) (2). 

Thinking thus, he was delighted, and proceeded towards Ayodhya eagerly. At this 
time, there were many good omens (to indicate to him that his visit would be fruitful) (3). 
[1/47/1-3] 


Geetawali : Verse no. 1/50— 


Ia l -aa À AR 

wa Ta, m clefts, Aft Pars Bat HTH | 

sua A aia ade- Bawa fa S| 

afa ama e pE, qa YA TA TÀ 112 

Raw af, na ua, paa A aaa RAA RE | 
qaa -Nas A aAA ARA YE 113 [1/50/1-3] 


Verse no. 1/50— Pleading with King Dasrath to give Lord Ram to him (Vishwamitra), he 
says ‘Oh King, if you give Lord Ram and Sri Laxman to me, not only will you get good 
fame but these two divine brothers would also greatly benefit from it (i.e. they would also 
acquire immense fame; their great deeds would make them renowned throughout the 
world) (1). You are afraid to give them to me because you do not know their true nature, 
qualities or qualifications, so you should consult Baamdeo and your court/family 
preacher sage Vashistha (2). They (Lord Ram and Sri Laxman) would slay the demons 
and protect my fire-sacrifice, and then they would soon come back to Ayodhya.’ Tulsidas 
adds from his side, saying—‘Oh king! If you do so, the poets and bards will sing the 
glories and praises of Lord Ram and Sri Laxman for all times to come.’! (3). [50/1-3] 


[Note—'The last stanza can be read as follows also—Tulsidas says that the sage 
told the king further—Oh king! If you pay heed to my advice then the praises and 
glories of the two brothers would be sung by poets and bards for eternity.] 


Geetawali : Verse no. 1/51— 


ve ofa sola yh afrara gaa | 

pè 7 Mod HS AAN, YAp mA, AR AR ASAI! 111 

Te dks ayy mal ca fea even, oi Geass | 

ae ga we of, uy oR, ER we sel GHP Gat | 211 
geet wy oiled vec faa, ued Aled arfe 4a | 
ayaa ets ST AAT fea ast fal GAR SAI! 311 
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Verse no. 1/51—Hearing Vishwamitra’s words, the king (Dasrath) became dumbfounded 
and stunned. Overcome by love for Sri Ram, he could not say a word. His body became 
numbed and tears welled-up in his eyes (1). 

Then Guru Vashistha consoled him, reassuring him that he should not at all be 
worried by explaining the reality of the things to him. 

[That is, the sage enlightened the king that his son Ram is no ordinary prince, but 
he is the Supreme Being himself incarnate, and that his main objective of coming to the 
earth is getting rid of the demons. The king himself is a very righteous and holy man, and 
he has always fought for upholding the laws of Dharma—the laws of righteousness and 
correct behaviour. He has often in the past fought on the side of the Gods against their 
enemies. Now therefore he should not be a hindrance in the work of the Gods by being 
sentimental and too obsessive with a physical form of the Lord as his child. Rather, he 
should willingly tell Ram and Laxman to accompany sage Vishwamitra so that the noble 
objective of the Lord’s incarnation is fulfilled. He should not act childish and in a worldly 
manner. | 

As a result (of this advice and wisdom imparted to him by his teacher and advisor 
sage Vashistha), the king realised the true nature of Lord Ram as being an incarnation 
(manifestation) of the Lord God (Vishnu) who reclines on the legendry Sheshnath (the 
legendary celestial serpent) on the cosmic ocean of milk known as the Kshir Sagar. So he 
felt extremely glad and honoured in his heart (at being fortunate enough to become the 
Lord’s worldly father). Thereafter, he most willingly and cheerfully held the hands of the 
two brothers and handed them over to sage Vishwamitra by falling at his feet. 

[The gesture of falling at the sage’s feet has many connotations. It is a token of 
total submission and a sign of humility, as a gesture of showing great reverence, honour 
and respect to the sage, and also to silently tell the sage that he is giving away to him 
what was more dear to heart than his own life just to honour the sanctity of the sage’s 
words and in deference to his wishes. It also means that the king offered his beloved sons 
to the sage with a subtle request to take special care of Ram and Laxman who were 
merely boys then. Henceforth, the safety and security, the welfare and well-being of these 
two princes were in the kind hands of the sage. ] 

At this (i.e. when the king politely handed over the two brothers to the sage), a 
sense of great happiness, of immense bliss, of exhilaration and extreme ecstasy began to 
surge in the sage’s heart. 

[It is natural to happen—for now the sage would have the unparalleled privilege 
and the good fortune to be very close to the Supreme Lord, and be the first sage with 
whom the Lord spent some of his time on earth. The sage was also happy that he would 
be playing a pivotal role in the divine objective for which Lord Vishnu manifested on the 
earth as a human being—which was being instrumental in getting the work of slaying the 
demons started in right earnest by getting the first group of demons who were disturbing 
his fire sacrifice killed. This was the first step in a long chain of such events that would 
ultimately culminate in the killing of the cruel demon king Ravana of Lanka. The sage 
surely felt privileged at being able to set the ball rolling and going down in history as the 
one who took the Lord by the hand to motivate him and prod him to do what he had come 
to do on this earth.] (2). 

Tulsidas says—the Lord Sri Ram is as splendorous, magnificent, charming and 
attractive as crores (millions) of Kamdeo-cupids taken together. He is so exceptionally 
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charming and so magnetic in his personality that as soon as one sees him he is completely 
bowled-over; he is completely enthralled and captivated by the divine sight of the Lord. 
The Lord appears to resemble the Sun as it migrates north of the equator, accompanied by 
the two months of Chaitra [March-April] and Vaishaakh [May-June] in a personified 
form. [One represents sage Vishwamitra, and the other his brother Laxman.] (3). [51/1-3] 


{Though initially reluctant, Dasrath finally allowed Lord Ram and Laxman to accompany 
sage Vishwamitra to his hermitage in the forest. On the way the Lord met the demoness 
Tadka, who attacked them. The Lord killed this demoness with the least of effort. This 
was Lord Ram’s first encounter with the demon race. At the sage’s hermitage, the Lord 
protected the fire sacrifice by killing the demon army when it attacked, but he let off their 
chief Marich by hitting him with a headless arrow which flung the demon far away in the 
middle of the ocean. It was this demon who was later to become a golden deer and be 
instrumental in Sita’s abduction by the demon king Ravana. 

Then news came that a king named Janak was holding a marriage ceremony for 
his daughter Sita in which the condition for the marriage was a huge and strong bow of 
Lord Shiva that was in possession of the king. He declared that anyone who would lift it, 
string it, and pull it would be able to marry Sita. He sent an invitation to sage 
Vishwamitra. So the sage took Ram and Laxman when he went to attend the ceremony. 
On the way the Lord liberated Ahilya who was a chaste wife of sage Gautam but was 
converted into a stone due to some curse. Lord Ram touched her with his holy feet, and 
as soon as the dust of his feet touched her she was freed from her curse. } 


Vishwamitra Departs for his Ashram, the Slaying of Tadka, Protection of the Fire 
Sacrifice, and Liberation of Ahilya: 


Geetawali: Raag Sarang—Verse no. 1/52— 





AN ÄT RA aA aS MS | 

Agas ia A fa ag, YA RNs aNs milll 
fa Aa mA a ag, A An aN org | 

we ago, da ve pRa, pÀ Pean il 2l 
afead po A-Aa, pA dest AR YEr | 

Gx Taq, Wee, Fase Rf + WI! 31! 
ued, te, Yat Re aed aa wel dy—qaig ? 

ag aft oR cya at as yar Wax! 411 
dod ue, frat aR Raag, w-ar- SRRI | 

aa wa wa ya yf yA-A aq gsis] 
we dr afe edt asa, faa fay veg! 

rea org olf wri, vg oA ass! 61! 
a-pa eN, Ao Ufd-care erg | 
gaem wae gi ym geek oer Bagi! 711 
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Verse no.1/52—The two brothers (Ram and Laxman) started on their journey most 
happily with the sage (for his hermitage). They worshipped their father’s feet (i.e. they 
touched his feet as a gesture of showing great respect), cheerfully accepted his orders (to 
accompany the sage), heard his advices, and accepted his blessings (1). 

The bodies of the two brothers are as beauteous as a blue and a yellow lotus 
respectively, and they are in their teens. [Since Sri Ram is dark complexioned, he is like 
the blue lotus, and since Laxman is of a fair complexion he is likened to a yellow 
coloured flower.] A bow and an arrow adorn the hands of both the brothers, while a 
Pitambar and a quiver adorn each of their waists. [The brothers are holding a bow and an 
arrow in their hands, and the yellow silk cloth known as the Pitambar as well as the 
quiver are tied around their waists.] (2). 

There is a gem-studded garland (necklace) around their charming and elegant 
necks, a light paste of sandalwood is smeared on their bodies, and it is not possible to 
describe in words the charm and the bewitching beauty of their enthralling image, of their 
beauteous face, of their general demeanours, and of their lotus-like eyes (3). 

There are new (freshly plucked) leaves, (peacock) feathers and (colourful) flowers 
adorning their heads. [They have been tucked in the thick lock of hairs on their heads. Or 
it might also mean that freshly plucked leaves, peacock feathers and flowers are stuck in 
the crown that they are wearing.] How can I (Tulsidas) describe their enthralling charm 
and fascinating beauty? It appears to me that the best of the virtue of ‘beauty’ that exists 
anywhere in the entire Tribhuvan (the 3 worlds—subterranean, terrestrial and celestial) 
has divided itself in to two halves and manifested in the form of these two (brothers, Ram 
and Laxman). [That is, the two brothers look so exceptionally charming and fabulous that 
all the beauty that exists in this creation seems to have personified itself in their forms. ] 
(4). 

En-route to the hermitage of the sage (Vishwamitra), the two brothers frolic 
around (as is the wont of children), sometimes entering (splashing or taking a dip into) 
lakes and other water bodies, and at other times climbing on the top of boulders and 
rocks, and as they wended their way through the forest path they eagerly and excitedly 
watched the birds, the animals and the general beauty of the surrounding forest and 
countryside. The sage becomes worried and fearful (about their safety), and overwhelmed 
with affection for them he repeatedly summons them to come close to him and stop 
running away (5). 

[Like ordinary children going out for picnic, the two brothers were very excited as 
they walked on either side of the great sage through the path of the wild forest. They 
would often wander away from the sage, running into the water of a pond or a lake and 
splashing in it, spraying each other with the cool water and giggling cheerfully, and at 
other times they would canter up a hillock to see who can climb first, and then ran down 
the slope cheering and yelling in excitement. They had been left alone from the constant 
vigil kept by the royal guards of the king’s palace for the first time, and were feeling like 
un-caged birds. Fascinated by the new sights and scenes they saw every other moment 
they would gape with amazement at the countless birds and animals that they 
encountered on the way. The verdant greenery of the forest and its charm enthralled the 
children no end. Obviously, they were terribly amused, excited and amazed. But this 
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constant running away and creating mischief made the sage worried about their safety. 
It’s an extremely beautiful imagery. The sage would enjoy this scene in his heart as he 
knew that no harm can ever come to them no matter what happens. But then he is 
overcome with love for them and begins to worry for their safety like an ordinary human 
being. This verse shows us the great effect of Maya or the delusions that the Lord creates. 
Even an enlightened sage of the exalted stature of sage Vishwamitra who had known who 
Ram and Laxman were—because this was the precise reason why he had gone to fetch 
them—got trapped by the snare of Maya, forgetting for the moment the true form of the 
two brothers as being human images of the Supreme Being. But the fact of the matter is 
that it is this very down-to-earth feeling of love, affection and a sense of belonging to the 
Lord which is what that captivates the Lord and keeps him compelled to reciprocate the 
devotee’s emotions and sentiments. The tables are turned, and a time comes when the 
Lord begins to worry about his devotee more than the devotee’s longing for the Lord! It’s 
a very practical and hands-on approach to realizing the soul’s objective of attaining 
nearness to the Divine Being. It’s definitely an easy way to reach one’s goal as compared 
to the path of observing rigorous schedules and sacraments such as Japa, Yoga and 
Samadhi as mentioned in one of the verses above. | 

Sage Vishwamitra taught them archery. The Lord aimed a single arrow at the 
demoness Tadka and slayed her. Thereafter, at the hermitage, the Lord vanquished the 
demons and protected the fire-sacrifice of the sage. This marvelous and astounding deed 
of his led to the spread of his fame throughout the world (6). 

In due course of time, the Lord sent Ahilya (wife of sage Gautam, who was 
converted into a stone due to a curse’) back to her husband’s household. Tulsidas says 
that this was the moment when the sage told Lord Ram the story of river Ganges (and 
how it descended on the earth from the heavens’) (7). 


[Note—'The story of Ahilya is described in the Glossary given in appendix no. 2 
at the end of this book. ] 


Lord Ram was taught by sage Vishwamitra some of the secret knowledge that only the 
sage possessed. This is clearly said in Geetawali, verse no. 55, stanza no. 6. This verse is 
also of exceptional beauty. So let’s read it— 


Geetawali: Raag Kaanhara—Verse no. 1/55— 


Wed HT Aft ST are Ag | 

dea da ae dA PRA- wf os! 11! 
WW RA sera sah, sani YET | 

qaq Hao Ulor area wel è GAS FANS!! 211 
oft ay, ue oon, off oe & fret wag 
Wea yt WT wae ag ara fare Pays! 311 
af yg Us, TA Ble, GA BW RY vat yaa | 
SA-A- we, YA, MAA WI Hed WA ves !! 411 
wea wid fet ue ye deaf YE | 
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a-ya faced frafea, caf afer aR 11 511 
fren ag uf faenffe, flee cael gery! 

wea acl ager, ea weft ca oie steel! 61! 
ga wy yERow off Moa aa wa Ug! 

THe ea SRT T WASITI 
qari ge, ud, Wo my- RNET | 

god Ua wa good dg qa am gfe wg! 81! 
Ww weal weaea af yoo, sod fags ang 

fra -aRar gexifrt ged oA YATE !! 911 





























Verse no. 1/55—The sight of the two brothers walking alongside sage Vishwamitra looks 
magnificent and marvelous on the road. As a poet, one can compare the young bodies of 
the brothers to a young Tamaal tree (the black catechu plant; or an evergreen tree called 
Xanthocynus Epictorious) and the Champak (Magnolia) plant (1). 

The Lord’s garments and ornaments are befitting them (are in accordance or 
consonant with the beauty of their bodies). Glamour seems to effuse or spill over from 
them as if the combined beauty, charm and attractiveness of Kamdeo-cupid and the lotus 
flower have taken permanent residence in their faces and eyes respectively. [That is, their 
bodies are as charming and attractive as that of Kamdeo-cupid, and the bewitching beauty 
of their eyes is like that of the lotus flower.] (2). 

There is a bow slung on his (Sri Ram’s) shoulder, an arrow is held in his hand, 
and a quiver has been tied properly around his waist. All the glamour, magnificence, 
pomp, pageantry and beauty of all the 14 Bhuvans (realms of the universe)! appear 
negligible or most humble when compared with that of the Lord’s (3). 

As the trio walk on the forest path to the hermitage of the sage, the earth provides 
a soft path, the clouds give shade, the Gods shower flowers, and the breeze blows 
comfortably and pleasantly (so that their journey on foot is made very pleasant and 
enjoyable). The flowers and the fruits which grow either on the land or in the water are 
eagerly waiting for the Lord’s passage and welcoming him. All sorts of water bodies 
(lakes, ponds, rivers, streams etc.) are too as eager and welcoming for the Lord. [The 
meaning is clear—wherever the Lord goes he finds flowers in full bloom and ripe fruits 
in abundance. The water of lakes and rivers etc. are clear as crystal, pristine pure, 
rejuvenating and cool, expecting that the Lord would dip himself in their waters! They 
are all welcoming the Lord affectionately. The flowers bloom in all imaginable colours to 
show the Lord how happy they are. The fruits become as sweet as they could become. 
And the water feels privileged if the Lord jumps into it with merriment. And the magical 
part is that the Lord obliges them all—he plucks the flowers and kisses them; he climbs 
trees to take the fruits to eat them; he dashes off to the stream and plunges in its water. 
The normally turbid, algae infested water of ponds too became crystal clear and potable. 
If we read the earlier verse and combine it with this verse, the scene is most heart- 
touching.] (4). 

The Lord’s hesitant demeanour, his speech (the way he talks), his gait and steps as 
he walks, his sense of fear that he should not annoy the sage, and his overall behaviour of 
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respectful humility in front of the Guru (Vishwamitra)—all of them appear very noble 
and righteous. When he stops on and off to gaze at different varieties of birds and animals 
on the way, the endearing child-like innocent expression on his face, his demeanours and 
his amazement at the fascinating sight make him look very charming and pleasant to 
behold (5). 

Thereafter, inspite of knowing Lord Ram to be a treasury of all sorts of 
knowledge, wisdom, erudition, sagacity, skills and expertise, the Guru still preferred to 
impart them to him (Sri Ram) in a formal way. Meanwhile, the virtues of knowledge, 
wisdom, discretion and expertise of all kinds (known as ‘Vidya’) got honour and fame by 
being accepted by (or being considered worthy of acceptance by) Lord Sri Ram. 

Then, he (Lord Ram) playfully (i.e. without any effort) slayed the demoness 
Tadka, seeing which the sage liberally blessed him (6). 

When the Lord enquired about the story behind river Ganges' descent on the 
earth, the sage narrated that story along with the entire story of his (Raghu’s) clan. At this 
time, Vishwamitra’s wealth of happiness, bliss, joy and delight as well as love and 
affection for the Lord could not accommodate itself in his hermitage represented by his 
heart. [While narrating these stories about river Ganges and Raghu’s clan, the sage was 
ecstatic and so overjoyed that happiness overflowed from his mind and heart. The sage 
was extremely thrilled and excited as if he has found the nectar for which the most 
enlightened of sages and seers had spent the entire lives doing Tapa, Japa, Yoga and 
Samadhi.] (7). 

The Brahmacharis (celibates; here meaning students of the sage), Sanyasis (those 
who have renounced the world), Yogis (ascetics), Sadhus (saints, hermits, sages, seers— 
those who were pious and holy) and hordes of Siddhas (mystics; those who had attained 
or possessed mystical powers) who lived in the forest became bodily thrilled when they 
happened to see the Lord in their midst. They felt that their eyes have been amply 
rewarded when they saw the divine sight of the Lord amongst them (8). 

That the Lord has used the strength of his arms to vanquish and crush the evil 
ones (demons) and has protected the Yagya (fire sacrifice) was enough reason for the 
Gods to sing adulatory songs in honour of the Lord, songs that were meant to celebrate 
and honour the good tidings and auspicious events of the time. Tulsidas avers that the 
image of Sri Ram and Laxman on the Road (to Vishwamitra’s hermitage and thereafter to 
Janakpur), as well as their enchanting activities en-route eternally resides in his 
(Tulsidas’) mind and heart. [The saint says that this imagery of the Lord is permanently 
etched in his memory and heart.] (9). 


[Note—'The 14 Bhuvans are the following— There are fourteen Bhuvans or 
Lokas according to Padma Puran, and they are the following—(A) The upper 
worlds called Urdhva Lokas are seven in number:—(i) Bhu, (ii) Bhuvha, (iii) 
Swaha, (iv) Maha, (v) Janaha, (vi) Tapaha, and (vii) Satyam. (B) The seven 
nether worlds or lower worlds called Adhaha Loka:— (i) Atal, (ii) Vital, (iii) 
Sutal, (iv) Rasaatal, (v) Talaatal, (vi) Mahaatal, and (vii) Paataal. The total 
number of Lokas is, therefore, fourteen. 

The Mundak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Mundak (Canto)l, section 1, verse 
no. 1 says that these fourteen Bhuvans are protected by Brahma the creator who 
created this world. 
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The Atharva Veda’s Gopal Uttar Tapini Upanishad, verse no. 35 says that 
Brahma-Loka is like the ceremonial umbrella on the head of Lord Vishnu, while 
the seven nether worlds known as the “Patal-Lokas’ represent the Lord’s feet. ] 


Lord Ram's first encounter with demons: Ram Charit Manas 


Tet Sit APA ais Cag | APA TST SLT HLT TE 115 
wale art oe aft cer da oft af frst oe ST! 16 [1/209/5-6] 


En-route to Vishwamitra hermitage, a lady demon called Tadka attacked them. Lord Ram 
slayed her with only one arrow, and realising that she was distressed’, he bestowed her 
with the privilege of attaining his own divine feet, i.e. he gave her soul its liberation and 
deliverance.[1/209/5-6]. 


[Note—'The Lord realised that she was behaving cruely and sinfully because her 
body was that of a demon, but the soul that lived in that body was as holy as the 
soul should be. The holy soul was trapped unfortunately in body of a demoness, 
and the soul ought not be punished for the evil deeds of the body. Besides this, 
Tadka was privileged to have had the divine Darshan or sight of the Supreme 
Lord, and the Lord’s seeing cannot go in vain. It will be observed by closely 
examing the story of the Ramayana that all the demons who were killed by the 
Lord had attained salvation and emancipation of their souls. The body was killed, 
and the trapped soul was liberated from its snare. 

Remember: the Lord had come to provide solace and succour, and not to be 
vengeful and be cruel like the demons. He did what he did only to ensure that the 
soul of the demon-bodies was liberated and delivered. He had killed the demons 
because they would not listen to reasoning, but the Lord’s intention was not to kill 
them for the sake of enjoying blood-bath but to liberate their soul from the 
torments of the body of the demon in which the soul was itself trapped and 
yearning to get out. When we look at the entire story with this perspective then it 
acquires a whole new meaning and a spititually uplifting dimension for us. It is 
not simply a battle of the good over the bad but a master piece of a story that 
shows us how merciful and gracious our Lord Ram is that he had taken all the 
trouble to live in the forest for 14 long years and suffer all the agonies that he did 
as a human being just to ensure that the soul trapped in the body of the demons is 
set free from its torments and horrors! ] 


Wit hel AP aa ER I Ha a aS TS TS | I 
TH hel MT APT aM | Say Le RS at Waar 12 
afer arta rarer seta | ot Gers rar Afar | 13 
fart OR SA TH fe ART | Sa SST TT AR ORT | 14 
Wah Me GATS Gt ART Stat PATA HEH SANTIS [1/210/1-5] 
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In the morning, Lord Ram (Raghu Rai) asked Vishwamitra to go and perform the fire 
sacrifice without any fear. All the sages (1) started offering oblation to the sacred fire, 
while Lord Ram stood on guard (2). 

On hearing this, the demon Marich, along with his companions, attacked the site 
of the sacrifice (3). Lord Ram repulsed his attack and hit him hard with a headless arrow 
(the arrow that did not have the tip but only the shaft), and knocked him off (flung him) 
800 miles beyond the sea-shore (14). 

Thereafter, he killed the demon Subahu, the brother of Marich, with the fire 
weapon (a sort of missile), while Ram's younger brother exterminated the rest of the army 
of demons (5) [1/210/1-5]. 


{Now we move to the next phase of the story. As said earlier, an invitation had come to 
sage Vishwamitra from the king of Janakpur, known as Janak, that he was organizing a 
marriage ceremony for his daughter named Sita in which he had invited all the great 
kings as well as the great sages and seers of the realm. So the sage is warmly invited to 
come. The sage took the two brothers Ram and Laxman along with him. The following 
verses will now describe what happened on the road to Janakpur. } 


Liberation of Ahilya: Ram Charit Manas 


aaa Us da mT a aT T Sia Sig aÈ aT I1 | 

ya gA Aa ag Se Genet HAT APA Her fara 1 112 
ae | aR a aa Soe ee aR R | 

OT HAT WI Tels HU AE TAS 11210 [Chaupai lines 1/210/11,12, Doha 210.] 
SA- WAT TS WS Gh AST TS WE ATG ST Wet | [Chanda 1/211/1] 


Proceeding further ahead, they arrived at an un-inhabited and barren hermitage (11). 
When Lord Ram enquired about a stone-slab (rock) lying there, sage Vishwamitra told 
him the entire story behind it (12). Sage Gautam's wife (Ahilya) had been turned into a 
stone under a curse, and it was prophesized that she would resume her normal self when 
Lord Ram touched her (the stone) with his feet. (1/210). [Chaupai lines 1/210/11,12, 
Doha 210.] 

As soon as he did so, the stone turned into the lady Ahilya who had become 
liberated of her curse by the touch of the Lord’s holy feet and its dust. She looked as 
magnificent as if Tapa (the virtues of austerity and penance as well as chastity and 
immaculacy) was personified in her physical form. [Chanda 1/211/1] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 1/58— 


Wed ma-i RA- | 
ag @ oe ofa feer Ge UR AMT yaa-ofa-oett || 
aha Fst ST, gafa Ty Het Aled APT | 
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ot aferé tara Grete, feren 4 vate stat 12 
creer st afar opti eet ae APA 
qaan R ma- afer He aft Hatt 13 [1/58/1-3] 


Versee no. 1/58—As soon as the dust of Lord Ram's feet touched Ahilya, she turned 
(from a stone) into a divine lady, as if she was the daughter of the goddess of beauty in 
this universe (1). Seeing this wonder, all the consorts of various hermits in the forest 
began to speculate that all the stones on the path treaded by Lord Ram would be 
converted into ladies, and it would be difficult to find stones anymore in this world (2). 
Tulsidas says that no one is wise enough to describe the mystical fame and the divine 
glory of the Lord whose mere touch of river Ganges by his holy feet had turned this river 
into the holiest river in the world (3). [1/58/1-3] 


Arrival at Janakpur: Ram Charit Manas 


wee set Aft Fa Tera SAT farts TAK FASTA | [1/212/4] 
Rea maA T aaran AAA AT | 18 
qa- r ga gA gR e RR R R | 
aA Aea gaa fà as fè Af 1 [Chaupai lines 1/214/8, Doha 214] 
YR Haq gA HA AT E A A AE YAT I 1 [1/217/7] 


The party (Ram, Laxman, Vishwamitra and other sages who joined them) soon arrived at 
Janakpur (city of Vidheha, the father of Sita) [1/212/4]. The Lord of Mithila (King Janak) 
heard of the arrival of the great sage Vishwamitra [1/214/8] and went forward to receive 
him. He was accompanied by ministers, knights, Brahmins, family priest (Satanand) and 
his kins-men. [Doha 1/214.]. 

After exchange of pleasantries and showing of mutual respect, the king gave a 
pleasant and comfortable place for Vishwamitra to stay in his city [1/217/7]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 1/61— 


a OPA Sift Sah IT R| 

SI TS APT AAMT SHA S| 

ag dhe wt, adhe og wafed, 

TAS SRE Se SEX A SA ZI 

Sea, FHA, aad Toe wa fate, 

qA Aa mgA, gra SAA S112 [1/61/1-2] 


Verse no. 1/61—When king Janak heard of the arrival of Vishwamitra, he was full of joy. 
He called the Brahmins and all his kin, and proceeded to meet him, bubbling with 
enthusiasm (1). When he met the sage, he bowed his head at his feet and got due 
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blessings in return. Then he washed the sage’s feet as a mark of great respect, and 
welcomed him with gifts of food, clothes etc. Then the king gave him a comfortable 
place to stay in the city (2). [1/61/1-2]. 


The Barvai Ramayan describes the day of the marriage of Lord Ram and Sita in its verse 
no. 14 as follows— 





Aa A Ge sea Ver ws HA 
fara frearpe 4G FS AT Aci | 114 | | 





14-[Tulsidas describes the early morning of the marriage at Janakpur—] When the sun 
rose on the horizon in the morning, Sri Ram and Laxman did their daily morning routine. 
Seeing him, the faces of all other assembled (or invited) kings and princes paled like the 
moon is after sun-rise. [Here, Lord Ram is compared to the rising sun, and the rest of the 
kings as the moon. Just as the shine of the moon fades away when the sun rises on the 
horizon, all hopes of the kings and princes of marrying Sita by breaking the bow were 
dashed when Lord Ram appeared at the venue. ] 


{On the auspicious day fixed for the marriage ceremony, a formal invitation was sent 
once again to all those who had come and pitched their camps at Janakpur. A messenger 
was sent to where Vishwamitra was lodged, inviting the sage and the two brothers Ram 
and Laxman formally to the venue of the ceremony.] 


Invitation for Bow-Breaking Ceremony: Ram Charit Manas 


TAG TS SAh AA AR gA of Tet FaTT 119 
was fora firs STS GATS | BLS Sift few Sts ATS 1110 
ae ware ve se wy SS TR OS S| 
AAS Tt A HES TA VSS TAH Bens || [Chaupai lines 1/239/9-10, Doha 239. ] 
tia warioe aftaar org 1 oq arfe et eg TSTs 1 [1/240/1] 


When the appropriate time arrived for the Bow-Breaking ceremony, king Janak 
summoned his family Guru Satanand and sent him as an emissary to Kaushik (sage 
Vishwamitra). Satanand came to the place where Vishwamitra and the two brothers were 
lodged and conveyed the prayerful invitation of Janak to the sage. Hearing the news, the 
sage (Vishwamitra) called the two brothers near him (9-10). 

The Lord (Ram) came, showed his respect to Satanand by bowing at his feet, and 
sat down near his Guru (Vishwamitra). The sage then told him—‘Come let’s go, because 
king Janak has sent an invitation. (Doha 1/239). Let us go and see the marriage ceremony 
of Sita. Let us see whom the Lord chooses for acquiring the fame (of being able to marry 
Sita).’ (1/240/1). 
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Purpose of Bow-Breaking Ceremony: Ram Charit Manas 


qa ddA SaR AA ARa Hed afer Se 7 
He TY WS HEE TA ANT Tel Me RA g F ANTI 8 
Ge AA ad Te aR GS Te eT 
wa face at Hele SF aT Sars feraret | [1/249] 
J paa Ay Aa WE! Wea HAN feet Ta HT | || 
Ts FOR HSS HSN| Wet GAT ST Ss FT! 1 3 
ayaa wa Gad Sad AA fora aes ef FA 4 [1/250/1,3-4] 


Then king Janak summoned his heralds who came in while singing the glories of the 
great achievements of the king and his clan. They praised the king and lauded his 
successes and accomplishments. [This was a standard practice in royal courts then. It was 
a method by which all those assembled were made aware of the great deeds and 
achievements of the host king. Special bards were employed by kings to extol them and 
eulogize them in public.] (7). 

The king instructed them to go on the stage and declare his intentions and vows 
(to the assembled princes and other nobles of the august gathering). Thereupon, the 
heralds or bards proceeded on this mission with great joy (8). 

They declared to the assembly—‘Oh assembled Princes! We announce for you all 
the intention of holding this ceremony and the great vow of king Videha (Janak) 
[1/249/0]. The strength of your arms is like the full moon, while this Bow of Lord Shiva 
is like Rahu. [According to a legend, Rahu eats the moon during lunar eclipses. The 
moon enters the demon’s mouth and emerges from his neck that had been severed from 
the body long ago during the episode of the churning of the ocean.] This Bow is massive, 
heavy, strong and un-yielding (1). This is Lord Shiva's Bow, and whoever in the royal 
assembly today shall break it (3), he would be married to Sita without any hesitation and 
with great cheer. This achievement of his would be a token of his victory over the three 
worlds. [This is because it was Lord Shiva's bow, and Shiva is the ‘Maheshwar’ or the 
great God and the Lord of the whole world. It is not a joke to play fools with this bow. So 
if anyone breaks it then it would prove beyond doubt that he is also very strong and 
powerful.] (4).’ [1/250/1, 3-4] 


Geetawali : Verse no. 1/89/1-3— 


Bat Fa YW WHat ¢ HH | 

TRE Wied wap—usy defafed, wT TAI 111 

oR ook wik-ares, aa wR fare 

A aps RA didi, ofe eefR fear & ATH! 211 
We yo, A ded a, val faxfemt site| 

ay ade ae NR uaa, we es fH glll 
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Verse no. 1/89/1-3—The herelds declared on behalf of the king of Janak—‘Oh Brothers! 
Oh Princes! Please lend us your ears. King Janak's vow is stone-engraved and like ivory 
(i.e. like a marking on a stone, they cannot be erased; and like ivory tusk of an elephant 
they can't be bent backwards). It is famed in the Vedas and the world knows it (1). Lord 
Shiva's Bow called the 'Pinak' (Pinaak) is extremely strong and hard. It humbled even 
Demon Ravana who could subdue Mt. Kailash (the abode of Lord Shiva). [That is, this 
bow of Shiva could not be lifted by Ravana who was so strong that he once lifted the 
entire mountain called Kailash where Lord Shiva lives. It will give you an idea of how 
strong and hard this bow is.] (2). It is embedded like a crown on the head of the earth and 
can't be moved (waived) like the word of the creator (Brahma). But whosoever— 
whether a king or pauper—breaks this remarkable Bow shall marry Janki (Sita).’ (3). 


The Bow Breaking: Ram Charit Manas 


HE His AE AY A WAT! Hs J GH a AETAT | | 
WS TSS AST Ag | fey AR AFA AT WH GSTS | 12 [1/252/1, 2] 


Inspite of their best efforts, none of the assembled princes could break the bow. No one 
could even raise and string it, what to talk of breaking it. Come to think of it, no one 
could shift, move or raise it even as much for a distance that a piece of grain occupies. 
[That is, the bow did not move even for a fraction of a centimeter. | 


TRR Wary Fale FA eT A aA Sog Ag AET 15 

Ad ASAT WAT WS | HS A CAT SS AF STS 117 

che A WA FEA Ty GT HR TA BT A HASNT 18 [1/261/5,7-8] 
ma sA aaf mi Fa TAA TA St Ach || [1/264/8] 


On seeing King Janak's agony and lamentation for not being able to find a groom for Sita, 
sage Vishwamitra ordered Lord Ram to rise to the occasion and do the needful. So the 
Lord bowed his head mentally (to pay his obeisance) at his guardian's /Guru's feet and 
lifted the bow swiftly (5). No one realised what was happening while Lord Ram quickly 
took it into his hands, strung it, and pulled the string tight (7). At that moment, the bow 
snapped in the middle, breaking into two halves. The thunderous sound and the ear- 
splitting crash of the breaking resonated through all the directions (8) [1/261/5,7-8]. 

Thus, it was officially declared that Lord Ram had become eligible to marry Sita. 
She, accompanied by her maids singing joyful songs, came near him and placed the 
garland (symbolizing the victory and the marriage) round the neck of Lord Ram. The 
victory garland rested on the chest of the Lord majestically (1/264/8). 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 1/8— 
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aee aAa wre Stes wre 
wrest wre fafa ane father! 

vat Uds ards ge ay ay 
aRar ate A m Bee 


geet aféa aa ye -R 
ar-az Ò ga Bel-Horeie 11811 


Verse no. 1/8— Those great kings (emperors) who are entitled to have a decorated royal 
umbrella held over their heads (as a sign of their seniority and exalted stature in the 
hierarchy of kings and emperors) have come from all the corners of the earth to king 
Janak’s place, and they have pitched their respective camps with all the pomp and 
pageantry. They are very strong and powerful, full of valour and bravery, and are radiant 
and pompous; their bodies and clothes effuse glamour and charm. All of them have been 
invited to try their hand (luck) at marrying Sita (through the bow-lifting competition). 
The best of royal bards (royal singers, called the “Bandijans’) sing the fame of their 
respective lords (kings and emperors), the musicians are playing their instruments, and 
some warriors of that royal assembly enthusiastically beat (thump) their arms 
occasionally (in an outburst of excitement to indicate that they are ready for the 
challenge). 

Tulsidas says that in such times, all the residents of Janakpur repeatedly watch the 
(bewitching beauty of the) face of Lord Ram, the lion of Ayodhya, and feel happy in their 
hearts (because they hope, and are convinced, that the ultimate glory of marrying Sita 
would be of Ram's). 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 1/9— 


Rad wan aag aet arafa 

Weta Wo ASR A A BH | 
uag, yis, Bala, ag, sega, 

dete fetetret BuIA Ble Hay HII 
Tea acd cig wile Be 

Terese JAA AA MIAA AMAR | 
det carer aaea mea goete 

auf deel ary AAAAATAT |1 1l 


Verse no. 1/9— At the place where the Swayambar of Sita (a competitive system where 
any person who could fulfill the pre-set conditions could marry the princess) was to be 
organized, there were many Emperors and King of kings amongst the august assembly, 
and it is not possible to know their names. [That is, so many of them have come from all 
the corners of the earth that it is not practically possible to know who is who. ] 

The assembled Royals were a magnificent sight to behold—all of them were 
handsome and smart, they presented a sight of opulence, regal splendour and radiance, 
they were all virtuous, exhibited grandeur and pompousness, and were comparable to the 
great Gods such as Vayu (God of Wind), Indra (King of Gods), Agni (Fire-God), Sun, 
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and Kuber (God’s treasurer) so much so that the Moon (regarded as the most beautiful 
celestial body by poets) and Kamdeo (God of love, passion, beauty and cupid) stood no 
chance (of being praised and recognised in comparison to the great kings and emperors 
who have come on the occasion). [The assembled princes and kings and emperors were 
so handsome and charming to look at that neither the Moon nor the Kamdeo-cupid, who 
have traditionally been regarded as metaphors for beauty and charm, of opulence and 
grandeur, stood any chance to win against them.] 

Among them were highly acclaimed warriors such as Vanasur and Ravana, the 
king of demons, who were proud of their invincibility in the battlefield. In the same 
assembly, Tulsidas’ able Lord Ram quickly and effortlessly lifted the bow of Lord Shiva 
who wears the moon in his lock of hairs on his head. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 1/10— 


FATAeY Raeq Tes Slt 

anf Tach Ge TAT TSA eI 
SaaS Sd A-AA ya 

fra sae, Te ATTA TSA F112 
pfara-aan ahtiod ata ata 

ale a Aag Pe aR ag 2113 
qai A maè ma- wae a 

Zea aA R À R A TER È 114 


Verse no. 1/10—Lord Shiva had made this Bow out of the hardest and the strongest 
material because he had to use it to slay the demon Tripura and crush the pride of 
Kamdev (1). That Bow had vanquished and trounced the strength of all the assembled 
princes, and as a result, had added to its inherent strength (2). No prince could raise and 
string the Bow which was stronger than Vajra (the bolt of lightening used as a weapon by 
God King Indra) and harder than the shell of tortoise (3). 

Tulsidas says that the same Bow broke when it came in contact with Ram's hands 
as if it had been instructed by Lord Shiva to do so (i.e. break in Ram's hands without any 
effort; to break voluntarily so that the Lord does not have to make any effort) (4). 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 1/11— 


Baa sft aifer of act A age- | 
am afr A pa, Rea Roa RER | I 
Rooie mænd RA APJ ARA AFI 
geha aag Hg Haea RII 
Ae RRRA wepz uféa, pr wag sifé parnm iI 
Was we feat ds gfe saè aa Raag aÀ i111 
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Verse no. 1/11—At the time when Lord Ram broke the great Bow of Lord Shiva, its 
terrible thunderous and reverberating sound pierced through the Universe. Its impact 
caused the exceptionally heavy earth, along with its mountains, oceans and lakes, to 
shake and tremble; the snakes became deaf; all the animate world along with Indra and 
other Gods became extremely scared and very agitated; even those who were most 
fearless, bold and courageous began to falter and tremble; Ravana stumbled and fell on 
his face; the vehicles of Gods, the Moon and the Sun began colliding with each other in 
the sky; Shiva and Brahma became alarmed and stunned; and Lords Varaaha (the Boar), 
Kachap (the Tortoise) and Sheshnath (the legendary serpent, the Boa) wriggled and 
writhed in the ensuing tumult and agitation. 


The Barvai Ramayan describes the tense mood of the friends of Sita at the venue of the 
bow-breaking ceremony in its verse no. 15 as follows— 





Has te ay tor ofoa see | 
cafe até v dite meg 4a 1115 || 





15-[At the arena, the women folk of Janakpur talk with each other on seeing Lord Sri 
Ram and Laxman. One said to another—] 'Oh gentle and kind friend! Only one doubt 
arises in my heart (as to whether or not Sri Ram would be able to marry Sita), because the 
bow is as hard as the shell of a tortoise’. [That is, she doubted whether Ram would be 
actually able to marry Sita because the marriage depends upon the bow and its breaking. 
And the bow is no ordinary one—it is extremely heavy, strong and tuff like the shell of a 
tortoise. | 

[The companion replied—) 'He shall certainly break it swiftly, and in an instant. 
Lord Shiva shall instruct the bow to do so’. 


The Barvai Ramayan describes how the city was plunged in gloom when it appeared that 
no invited king or prince would be able to break the bow, and the instant when Lord Ram 
broke it its verse no. 16 as follows— 





qo Pere ay PRE TR Sa | 
TS AR eR wa Ge BS BA! 116 | | 





16-All the (assembled) kings became dejected and hopeless (on being unable to break the 
bow). The king (Janak) felt very sad when he saw that the city looked gloomy and its 
inhabitants were distraught; a pall of gloom and helplessness descended upon the city and 
its citizens. Then, Sri Ram, by breaking the bow, removed all their sorrows and worries. 
[The city and its inhabitants thought that now their beloved princess Sita would remain 
unmarried. But when Lord Ram broke the bow in a jiffy, an uproarious cheer went up in 
the air. There was an instantaneous mood of exhilaration, joy and happiness, and 
celebrations started immediately. ] 
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{Now it so happened that when the thunderous roar of the bow breaking reached sage 
Parashuram, he meditated and learnt that the bow of his patron god, Lord Shiva, has been 
broken by someone. This he treated as an insult of Shiva. Sage Parashuram was a 
Brahmin who was renowned for his anger and intolerance. He was particularly against 
the Kshatriya race, and had been conquering and killing the arrogant, haughty, stubborn 
and cruel Kshatriya kings of the land. His only weapon was a battle axe—called a 
‘Parashu’. This gave him the name ‘Parashuram’. So, as soon as he heard the sound of 
the bow being broken, he immediately rushed to the venue angrily to seek revenge and 
punish the person who had the temerity to break Shiva’s bow. 

Upon arrival at the venue, at first he tried to brow-beat Lord Ram to surrender, 
but Ram was no ordinary prince. He was Lord Vishnu personified. So by and by this 
dawned upon Parashuram, and the sage asked for forgiveness from the Supreme Lord of 
creation who is even worshipped and revered by Lord Shiva. After all, the Shiva and 
Vishnu are but two manifestations of the same Supreme Being, so there was no question 
of Ram insuslting Shiva. Pacified, the sage gave his own bow to Lord Ram and went 
away to do penance. 

Now, let’s read what happened. } 


The arrival of sage Parashuram, his angry rant, and his eventual relenting— 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 1/22— 


wel Heel Alors agi AA Pe AÙ anv 
arag wey faci ata aHelftead feet siiRa fee ii 
irra ate as Ree Roe zeny were 

are è yga, A gg- aif ware’ Pree 112211 


Verse no. 1/22—Hearing about the breaking of the Bow (of Lord Shiva), sage 
Parashuram raised his axe and ran to take revenge. He came, and at first saw with 
affectionate eyes the lovable sight of Lord Ram and Sri Laxman, but then turned his eyes 
red with anger. Lord Ram is, by nature, very patient, tolerant, forgiving and humble, but 
at the same time he is also very courageous, brave, valiant, fearless and invincible. [That 
is, one must not think that Lord Ram is weak and coward because he is polite and 
courteous. His endearing demeanours and friendly exterior hides a tough interior and a 
firm resolve. ] 

Though the king of the Bhrigu’s race, i.e. sage Parashuram, was a most able 
warrior, but still he was subdued by the Lord with his grace. [The Lord overcame the 
anger of the sage with his graceful manners and tact.] The sage handed Lord Ram his 
own bow and arrow, and then returned back to his hermitage. [The sage realised that he 
was no ordinary prince but the Supreme Lord himself who has gracefully accepted to 
come down on the earth to eliminate the burden of the demons from the face of the earth. 
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So he relented and apologized. As a token of his surrender before the Lord of the world, 
he gave him his own bow and arrow.] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 1/92— 


gA- Tas Te eet È 
mmea Pra, saa wis Ts, 


ORT ee gaa HE 2 1 
Gk ASR, THe, aE 
Jaa aaa aAA A A RI 
mA aAA pag a A 1 12 
ofa mna, nfa T, M, J, 
Ra-Ra AN aA a | 
alten fear far, ey sat vars, 
qersare farce farce aq AT 2113 
RAIA, RIT Ho IK IR, 
Rag hed, WA, GT at S| 
SA-A KARA BE F114 
TS A ASI, FAA, TARTS 
Ar gi gA Ra enh cht a 


WY aa ae Toh Faq Te, 
Usp A go Tat ST ST F115 


Verse no. 1/92— When the opportune and appropriate moment came, Lord Ram put the 
dust of Sage Vishwamitra's feet to his head. At the instructions of Laxman, the mother 
earth asked her bearers to beware. [Laxman is a manifestation of the legendary Sheshnath 
who is said to hold the earth on its hood. So Laxman requested his assistants who were 
holding the earth to be ready and vigilant because the as soon as Lord Ram would break 
the heavy Bow there would be thunderous roar, and this could terrify them, and the 
vibrations produced by the terrific sound could topple the earth over.] (1). 

Janki (Sita, the daughter of Janak) was exceedingly worried. She fervently prayed 
mentally to Lord Ganesh, her Guru Satanand, Goddess Parvati, Lord Shiva and holy men 
(seeking their blessings to help in this great moment of her life). She also prayed mentally 
to Lord Ram, saying silently—‘You are extolled as being an ocean of mercy and 
compassion, of being a friend of the distressed, of being brave and courageous, and of 
being graceful and kind. I am facing a dilemma in the face of the formidable Bow and the 
rigid vows of my father. What can I do?’ [Sita seemed to say that she has no choice of her 
own. She can’t break tradition, and if it was possible she would have cheerfully accepted 
the Lord as her groom. So, wouldn’t he step forward and break the Bow for her sake?] 


(2). 
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At that moment, seeing the boast of assembled princes, the vow of king Janak and 
the devotion and faith of Janki towards himself, Lord Ram circled the Bow in a clock- 
wise manner (to pay his due respect and obeisance to it because it was the Bow of Lord 
Shiva). At this graceful gesture of the Lord, it appeared that the Bow felt shy and humble, 
and shrank in size (as well as reduced in weight) (3). 

Seeing this, all the Gods became joyous and showered flowers (from the sky on 
the venue). The time was most auspicious. The wish of Sita in the form of a creeper had 
spread on the tree of Lord Ram's arms, so to say. (4). 

No one could see Lord Ram lifting, stringing and breaking that formidable Bow 
(i.e. it was done very swiftly and with the greatest of agility). The thunderous crashing 
sound of its snapping broke the meditative posture of Lord Shiva. Tulsidas says that all 
felt happy on hearing about this marvelous deed of Lord Ram. [Though the sound was 
ear-splitting, but it created joy in the hearts of all instead of making them terrified and 
scared. It was something welcome and to be rejoiced.] (5) [1/92]. 


Ram Charit Manas: 


F aan gA Ra ery HT STIS PHT HAT FAT! [1/268/2] 
JA Fe Te TSA TATA H 1 SR Toe WER Alt FH | 16 
ma mR BX Tq Ca! ag fe A HAS 17 
at ay safe afer Tas | TATA Fa PTAAS AAS 118 
AE- SA WA WS aa Fors peed AMA | 
SHR UT Stet TIA FAs AIA BATT! [Chaupai lines 1/284/6-8, Doha 284] 


ae Fa a a He! FUG TE safes TI Sq! | [1/285/7] 


Sage Parashuram belonged to the clan of a sage named Brihgu Rishi. He was known to 
be of a furious temper, and had exterminated all the Kshatriya-race kings from this earth. 
He was a great devotee of Lord Shiva. So, on hearing that the Bow of his Lord has been 
broken, he became furious and came to the site of the ceremony, seething with anger and 
bent on taking revenge [1/268/2]. 

But after lots of theatrics and throwing of tantrums, he finally heard Lord Ram utter 
some mysterious words having a secret meaning which cast doubts in his mind. So, 
realizing that Lord Ram was not an ordinary human but some Divine Being in a human 
form, he gave him his own bow to test the truth about who Lord Ram actually was, and 
asked him to string this bow (6-7). The bow miraculously went into Lord Ram's hand by 
its own accord which caused a lot of amazement and perplexity to Parashuram (8). It was 
then that Parashuram realised the true nature of Lord Ram (as being Lord Vishnu 
himself). This realisation filled the sage with immense joy. He uttered prayerful words 
with the palms of his hands joining each other as a sign of great respect and honour for 
the Lord standing in front of him (Doha 1/284). 

Thereafter, after paying due obeisance to the Lord, the sage proclaimed the Lord’s 
divine glory several times over, and then went back to the forest to do Tapa (contemplate, 
meditate, observe austerity and perform penances) (1/285/7). 
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[Note—The bow that Parashuram gave to Lord Ram was actually the one held by 
Lord Vishnu. It was called Sarang. It was a miraculous bow, and as soon as the 
sage gestured to give it to Ram the bow went to its original Lord on its own. We 
must remember that everything that it related to the Supreme Being has a special 
quality in it; all of them are empowered and possess dynamism. This bow was not 
an inanimate object like other bows, but was a lively weapon full of energy and 
dynamism. This single event proved to the sage that he is dealing not with an 
ordinary prince but the Lord of the universe. Well, the sage should have thought 
of it before—he should have realised that it cannot be an ordinary man who could 
break the Bow of Shiva, and therefore he should not have behaved the way he did. 
But then this is another instance of the maverick play of Maya—the delusions 
created by the Lord himself. It so happened that sage Parashuram had become 
very arrogant and haughty because he had been able to subdue all the great 
emperors and king on the surface of the earth. The Lord wished to bring him back 
to his senses—and therefore the Lord used this opportunity to teach him a lesson. ] 


The Barvai Ramayan describes the way Sita’s dear friends enjoy the sight of Sita feeling 
shy standing before Lord Ram after the bow was broken in verse nos. 17-18 as follows— 


oT Ye FE Aes Adel ATR | 
are Get UY aed ale srgerk | 117 1 | 





17-[After the marriage, the friends of Sita tease her when they found that she had her 
eyes cast down out of modesty and was not looking Sri Ram straight in the face—] 'Oh 
young woman who is transfixed and dazed in awe and wonder! Why are you hesitantly 
hiding your face with your veil? A moon similar to him (Sri Ram's face) adorns the sky 
and do you not look at it/ [So, why don't you look up and feel blessed at having the 
opportunity of viewing the lovely face of Lord Ram at so close a quarter? Why don’t you 
enjoy this most enchanting sight, and why are you shying away from it?]' 





TR Gg Wes oft AA Ae | 
aag A RA Ra È wre | 118 1 | 





18-[Then Sita's friends turn to Sri Ram to poke fun at him—] 'Oh Raghunandan! Do not 
be proud (of your beauty) in your heart. Your image (complexion) is dark as if it was 
only a shadow of Sita. See it for your self.’ 

[Lord Ram has a dark complexion like the rain-bearing cloud as compared to that 
of Sita which is golden and fair. The lady friends of Sita are teasing the Lord as a fun and 
a joke during their first meeting with the Lord. But come to think of it—how fortunate 
were they! They were watching the Lord of the universe at so close quarters. They were 
standing right in the front of the Lord who is believed to be inaccessible to the greatest of 
sages and hermits. Indeed, they were lucky. Herein lies the great secret of an 
incarnation—it helps ordinary people to come in close contact with the Supreme Being 
once in a while who would otherwise have been accessed by extreme of measures such as 
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hard penance, austerity, meditation, observance of strict religious vows, undergoing 
sufferance and undertaking so many other steps that are sanctioned and prescribed in the 
scriptures for this purpose. ] 


{When the Bow was broken it was finally decided that Sita would be married to Lord 
Ram. So king Janak sent a messenger to convey the good news to king Dasrath, the father 
of Lord Ram, and request him to come to Janakpur to attend the marriage ceremony. } 


Invitation to Ram's father Dasrath to come to Janakpur; Departure of the marriage party 
from Ayodhya: Ram Charit Manas 


Gd HAT Toss VE safe TI TRAPS Sew | | 
H us afe safe Harem | Taw ga afer ae rem 2 [1/287/1-2] 


King Janak sent a messenger to Ayodhya to invite king Dasrath to come with his party to 
attend the marriage of Sita with Lord Ram. 


ae af as a Tee TP A TT | 
Sd WA GR Fale St Sf HRI TT! | [Doha 1/299] 


The news was most warmly received, and king Dasrath along with his kin, ministers and 
citizens of Ayodhya began assembling outside the city for the Barat (marriage party). 
They rode on chariots. At that time, auspicious omens occured to anyone who went out to 
do any work. [1/299] 


Arrival of Marriage party at Janakpur: Ram Charit Manas 


qe- aaa A aera a fa Tene FSA 
HR TST WI TSA TOT CH Tet SETA | | [1/304] 


When the news of the arrival of the groom’s marriage party reached Janakpur, and the 
sound of beating of the kettle-drums was heard in the city, king Janak sent out an 
ambassador to receive the party. He was accompanied by elephants, chariots, footmen, 
horses—all duly decorated and equipped for the occasion [1/304]. 


{Tulsidas has described the marriage of Lord Ram and Sita in great detail and finesse in 
his two classical works—one is known as ‘Janki Mangal’, and the other is known as 
‘Ram Lala Nahachu’. Both of these books have been published separately by this author. 

Meanwhile, we shall here restrict ourselves to the other books being cited for the 
purpose of narration. } 
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Lord Ram's marriage to Sita: 


Geetawali—Verse no. 1/96— 





UA Uhl ~ ay Èl 
GA Uta WAH sg Ay, 
amg Festa ag Aras S11 111 
wie aks We wR RINNE, 
waar sal Ait oy eI 
adel WH od, faa at TET, 
cece Wat Wie UAE F121 
emt da gqil eft arya RA, 
Wea FAR A gagad è | 
qo-oRo, «we wafed, 
Aa ST WABI NT WS S11 311 
wares aa da uk afew, 
area fra fta—fea, aed a ag eI 
aed fh fear yan, 
m mA A af we B11 411 
feahia cleat, sere, flare—are, 
urret safer afe aa arty = | 
aA aa saa ont cite 
TA, we wre, Bra wrt wy e115 11 
Pro fiat geal WIA GPI-oA—ag, 
gfed onfra fan fags ee eI 
ofa de areal aug dargeeat 
sorte fea goie Aa 4g 811 611 















































Verse no. 1/96—Sita has the Jaimaal (the victory garland) in her hands—a beautiful 
garland which has been strung by Kamdeo-cupid himself disguised as a gardener who 
used beautiful flowers of exceptional charm and a lovely thread to create this magnificent 
garland for this auspicious occasion (1). 

Seeing that the king (Janak) has given his approval, his Guru Shatanand, 
Brahmins and virtuous ladies moved forward towards the place where Lord stood. They 
had all the auspicious paraphernalia suitable for the occasion with them, and had Sita in 
the lead. All of them were singing auspicious and felicitous songs. At that instant, 
musical instruments started playing enchanting music, while affection dripped from the 
eyes of all those who were anxious, eager and excited to have a Darshan (a glimpse) of 
Lord Ram alongside Sita (2). 

The Gods sounded their kettle-drums and trumpets in the heaven, and happily 
showered flowers upon the gathering. Having their wishes fulfilled (that Lord Ram 
should marry Sita), the Gods are experiencing a lot of joy, exhilaration, contentedness, 
bliss and mental peace. The inhabitants of the city, the servants and the subordinates, and 
the queen and the king (Sunaina and Janak) are all greatly delighted. All of them are 
captivated and held in thrall by the magnificence of the Lord’s presence, by the 
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immensity of his beauty and grace, by the profundity of his glory and fame which are of 
varied hues like flowers of many colours (3). 

Thereafter, on the advice of her Guru Shatanand, Sita dropped at the feet (i.e. 
touched the feet) of Sri Ram, and garlanded her beloved. She looks so splendorous, so 
magnificent and so lovely standing by the side of Lord Ram as if a row of royal swans 
have emerged one after the other from the Mansarovar lake (in the Himalayas) and have 
perched themselves in a row on a beautiful Tamaal (the black catechu) tree to decorate it. 
[Here, since the complexion of Sri Ram is dark, he is likened to a Tamal tree, while Sita 
with her fair complexion is compared to the swan. The rising of her after bending to 
touch the feet of Sri Ram, her stretching and lifting of the arms so as to raise the garland 
above the Lord’s head and then slipping it down to his neck and draping it on his 
shoulders and chest is compared here to the swans coming out of the lake, then swarming 
towards the black catechu tree, and then finally settling on it. The poetic imagination and 
similes used by Tulsidas are indeed brilliant and remarkable.] (4). 

To those who have affection and endearment for the Lord, there is no other 
greater and opportune moment to rejoice, to feel exhilarated and ecstatic, and to enjoy the 
magnificence and grandeur of such a happy occasion in life. But on the contrary, those 
who have malice, envy, jealousy and opposition towards the Lord—their condition, 
behaviour and demeanours should be considered just the opposite. Anger and jealousy 
apparently appear to have fully devoured them. [This stanza refers respectively to the 
citizens of Janakpur who are absolutely happy and charmed at this auspicious turn of 
events on the one hand, and to the defeated kings and princes who could not break the 
Bow and felt frustrated and humiliated on the other hand.] (5). 

Then, expert Brahmins gave blessings using (i.e. invoking) the hymns of the 
respective Vedas in which they were qualified. Tulsidas avers that the charming image of 
the merciful, compassionate and gracious ‘Sita-Pati’ (literally, the husband or beloved of 
Sita) as he appeared on that happy occasion remains fresh in his heart, and this 
magnificent sight of that instant keeps emerging afresh every day in his mind and heart 


(6). 


Ram Charit Manas: 


mafed apres stat He | PaRa wa AA AAT 17 
wa ata fax Sax Sat | Sto apes a safe afer HT 18 [1/325/7-8] 


After customary rejoicing and fanfare, the main ritual of marriage was performed by 
happy sages who made Ram and Sita go around the sacred fire seven times (a ritual that 
is known as ‘Bhanwari Feri’). [This rite basically means that the marriage is solemnised 
with the fire God as witness]. All other rituals were duly done, and ceremonial gifts were 
given (7). 

Thereafter, Lord Ram applied the red vermillion powder (made of red oxide of 
mercury) on the forehead of Sita - a sight so full of charm and exemplary beauty that it 
was beyond description. [This red powder is applied to the forehead and the hair line as a 


106 


mark an auspicious mark put on the head of a lady by his husband. All married women 
wear it, and it is one of the most important parts of the marriage ritual.] [1/325/7-8]. 
Thus, Sita was married to Lord Ram with full grandour and solemnity. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 1/106/1-2— 


qe um, ota ae | 
T-ARA R A, gA- Gaul aaa Aat, 111 
are-fearea-aea-faatid, ake stact afta oft a wt, ii 
staa-s3a0-07, A-A X gA, AÀ Sarg Bet, G11 2 [1/106/1-2] 


Verse no. 1/106/1-2—The friends and maids of Sita converse with each other joyously 
and happily exclaim—‘Oh dear! Lord Ram is the groom and Sita the bride! They are 
related to each other like the dark cloud (Lord Ram's dark complexion) is to the 
lightening (Sita's fair, dazzling countenance).’ [Lightening is a part of the dark rain- 
bearing cloud. A cloud that has no lightening is not as dynamic as the one in which 
streaks of lightening constantly shine. Thus, here it means that both Lord Ram and Sita 
compliment and supplement each other.] (1) 

Seeing the two (Sita and Ram) attired in full marriage regalia and decorative 
paraphernalia, the whole company was enthralled by their fabulous beauty, they were 
enraptured by this magnificent sight. Indeed, they got the full worth of their eyes and the 
fruit of life by witnessing this auspicious and glorious event (2). [1/106/1-2]. 


{Sita was no ordinary princess. She was Goddess Laxmi herself manifested in her form. 
So her marriage with Lord Ram, the incarnation of Lord Vishnu, was certain as the two 
are eternally inseparable from one another. As regards the beauty of Sita, Tulsidas has 
summed it up in the Barvai Ramayan, verse nos. 9-13. These two-line verses are brief but 
beautiful to read. So let’s read them. } 


Barvai Ramayan, verse nos. 9-13— 





PA yga AA mpa AATA SA | 
al od Uf gg PaA SAT | 19 1 





9-[Tulsidas now briefly describes the adorable image of Sita. The women folk of 
Janakpur say to each other—] 'Oh Friend! The pearls—which are used to decorate the 
plaits on the head of Sita—look like beads of emerald, but when taken in the hands, they 
resume their white radiance or glow'. [Here, the pearls are reflecting the blue-tinged 
complexion of Sri Ram's body because Sita is of a fair complexion, as is clear in the 
following verse.] 





Ia gna gn gaa a AR| 
Ra si aa PaA PaP PER |10 | 1 
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10-'Oh Friend! (Comparing Sita's complexion with gold, she says) The gold can be 
compared to the complexion of Sita in radiance and glow, but it is no match for her in 
giving solace, succour, peace, happiness and bliss to the creature. Besides this, Sita's 
body is tender while the gold is a hard metal’. 
[Note—Gold is a worldly thing, a material thing. It can give physical comfort to 
the body, but it cannot give spiritual peace and happiness. On the contrary, gold, 
which symbolizes worldly riches, only creates and then increases problems and 
worries as well as greed for more in the person who owns it, and heart-burn for 
others who become jealous of him. This robs the person of his internal peace. On 
the contrary, if Goddess Laxmi, who is the patron goddess of wealth and 
prosperity, is pleased with him it is certain that such a man would not have to 
suffer from any wants while maintaining his peace and happiness. A man hoards 
gold to meet his financial emergencies, but this gold can be a cause of problem for 
him—such as getting killed by thieves. But when goddess Laxmi personified as 
Sita is benevolent upon him, he will be well provided for without the botheration 
of worrying for his hoard of gold.] 





Ra ga ma paa AA fo Pè s | 
AR aAa ag ARN Ra ag AIS |1111 





11-How can Sita's face be compared to the lotus flower as it appears during the winter 
season, because the latter shrivels up and closes (i.e. becomes gloomy) during the night 
whereas the former is uniformly and eternally cheerful, charming and radiant (and 
literally blooming like an evergreen flower). 


aup ga T AfA AP AET | 
MA a RNa BN a ANAS | 11211 





12-A garland of Champa flowers (a tree called Michelia Champacca, having yellow, 
fragrant flowers) adorning Sita's body looks very magnificent. It jells and merges 
perfectly with the radiant beauty and the glow of her body. It is only when the flowers 
dry up and wither away that its presence on her body becomes discernible. [This is 
because the withered flowers lose their charm and beauty, and then they stand in sharp 
contrast with the eternal beauty of Sita’s skin.] 

In other words, the yellow flowers of Champa harmonize perfectly with the 
golden complexion of Sita, but when they dry up, one can make them out as a separate 
entity when they begin to contrast against the glowing and healthy skin of Sita’s body. 


fra ga ott ST ffer afer wera | 
gR ga yd Ap AINI 
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13-[Sita's friend tells her—] ‘Sita! The garland of flowers that you wear gets enhanced in 
its beauty when it adorns your body. [That is, the same garland would not seem so 
beautiful and enchanting if it was seen separately from your body. When you wear it, its 
beauty is increased manifold. ] 

The wonder is that even when I put a garland of (white) Jasmine flowers on your 
body, it acquires the hue of the Champa flowers (which are yellow in colour). [That is, 
your skin is so radiant and glowing that even the white flowers of the garland appear to 
reflect the golden hue of your body. The reason is that the fresh flowers are glistening 
with drops of water, and their petals are fresh and taught, so they reflect the colour of 
Sita’s glowing complexion. ] 


Brothers' marriage: Ram Charit Manas 
SAÈ weak ome fafa act cara Hen ware af Set [1326/1] 


All the other three brothers of Lord Ram (i.e. Laxman, Bharat, Shatrughan) were married 
according to the same process as had been followed by Lord Ram. [1/326/1] 


Be Tied arate seen Heit as Fare F116 
puha PA TIAA St TA Stet Be BAA | 7 
ae fifa sifa aaa aR at eafe TT axafe a1 1 8 
Sat g RA aa aR RAA Sa 1 9 
A ma A R aR waa Afa aA 1110 


IR ary gaat Gera gafa wa TA sre 11 
at ag Ryga RN ET Aa sm 12 [1/325/5.6-12] 


Receiving sage Vashistha's permission, King Janak sent for all the other three princesses- 
Mandavi, Sruitkirti, and Urmila (6). The eldest daughter of Janak's younger brother 
Kusketu, named Mandavi who had all the good virtues, was graceful, provided happiness 
to all and was most charming, was married to Bharat with all the rites and due love (7-8). 
Sita's younger sister Urmila who was regarded as being most beautiful amonst them all, 
was married to Laxman (9-10), while Srutkirti, the youngest of the four princesses of 
Janak's household, and who was famed for her beautiful eyes and pretty face, was 
married to Shatrughan. [Kand 1, Doha 325, Chanda lines 6-12.] 


Departure of marriage party from Janakpur for Ayodhya: Ram Charit Manas 


qa Aa ama R A Ae a TVA TATA | 13 
ms aia agh Re ag gE Blea AA TATE | 14 [1/337/3-4] 


Finally, when the time for departure of the marriage party arrived, Lord Ram, alongwith 
his brothers, asked his father-in-law's permission to proceed to Ayodhya, and repeatedly 
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paid respects to him (3). After receiving his blessings, and once again paying due respect 
to his father-in-law king Janak, Lord Ram proceeded to Ayodhya along with his brothers 
(and their brides, as well as the marriage party) [1/337/3-4] 


Arrival at Ayodhya and celeberations: Ram Charit Manas 


ae da-da R aE RR aT cis GS aT 
sae aay tte fer weet ag FAT! [Doha 1/343] 


The marriage party halted at convenient spots en-route to Ayodhya so that the subjects of 
the kingdom who lived in areas through which the party passed could participate in the 
rejoicings and derive happiness from this auspicious event (of the marriage of the four 
princes of their king Dasrath). Finally, the marriage party arrived near Ayodhya on an 
auspicious date (1/343). 


qa- A ma aÈ gra g cas oT | 
fage ay arafé yfed AeA a mg [Doha 1/347] 


At the time when Lord Ram and his brothers, along with their brides, entered Ayodhya, 
there were good omens in abundance. The Gods celebrated by showering flowers from 
the sky and beating their drums to rejoice; the celestial dames danced in joyous 
abundance and sang melodious songs of to commemorate this auspicious occasion 
[1/347]. 


ae R Af ad a GE se WIGS | 
Aled arg Ra pei aes TAT PARI! [Doha 1/348] 


This way, gladdening and pleasing the heart of all and sundry on the way, they (Ram and 
his brothers along with their brides) arrived at the entrance of the Royal Palace. The 
delighted mothers did rituals suitable for the occasion, such as making offerings and 
showing or waving ceremonial lighted lamps as a sign of good omen and welcome. 
[1/348]. 


Geetawali: Raag Kaanhara—Verse no. 1/109— 


yoo aa aR-GR Sry | 

gat AA pA pp BYR ART P11 111 

q ma yg west Waa asa ani ? 

ga- AR Hoya afer ast peae eT! 211 
aR a aaa mA, wat yA set] 

elt aad! aa vifa wea qa À è Regl 
gues au aft asfafiee wae | 

a dWerouRa eR fey wl è sea Agent! 411 
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saN- ada AAA aga èa Ya antl 
gate aed sare WRATH ABARTH! 511 


Verse no. 1/109—[Note—In this ballad, Tulsidas has summarized the achievements of 
Sri Ram till his marriage. It is noteworthy that only those aspects of his feats, which 
showed his supernatural and exemplary courage, bravery and divine powers, have been 
listed here. ] 

On arrival at the palace gates, the mother (Kaushalya) came out to welcome and 
receive Sri Ram and Sita. She embraced his arms and shoulders, and said, ‘I wonder, how 
you could break the heavy Bow of Lord Shiva with these tender, delicate and soft hands! 
(1). 

How could you slay powerful demoness Tadka and the demon named Subahu, 
and also banish Marich with these arms? God had, with the blessings of sage 
Vishwamitra, repulsed a great danger to my beloved son.’ (2). 

She then put some dust of Sri Ram’s feet to her eyes and asked, ‘Say, how could 
you liberate Ahilya with this dust? And how could you vanquish all the princes and 
marry Janki (3). 

Parashuram is an embodiment of anger and is an exterminator of kings, say how 
could he be defeated and had handed over his own bow to you, and also prayed and asked 
forgiveness from you?’ (4). 

Tulsidas says in this way, the mother showed the brothers and their brides the 
ceremonial lights of welcome and good omen, while seeing them again and again, 
brimming over with affection and love (5).” 


Geetawali: Verse no. 1/110— 


gR sect HY Are | 

oto—ae—art aR-dR oR yoo wolfe AMATI! 111 
Team gam Raa eRe ary HAAAT | 

e aAa A Ra aR aN aaa ete afa i 211 
we MaA A aao mÈ RAR T I 

aq wei dae gag, ura! olfee ast RAII 3 

was Pa TRA arte Gel A T | 

frofag aA- yA w Gafrars—qegare || 41 | 




















Verse no. 1/110—Mother Kaushalya is exceptionally delighted and euphoric. She 
liberally gives away gold, clothes, precious gems and jewels as alms and charities, and 
performs Arti (ceremonial showing of lamps as a token or symbol of welcome and 
auspiciousness) of the Lord with great affection, with a thrilled body and a mind that is 
full of happiness and cheer (1). 
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She teaches the brides to reverentially touch the feet of the other 700 mother-in- 
laws, and all of them bless them (the brides) thus—‘We bless you that your husbands live 
for a million years, and remain healthy throughout their lives.’ (2). 

Seeing the pretty and charming image of Sri Ram and Sita, the maids and ladies 
of the royal household talk with each other, saying—‘Oh Friend! Listen, it is now that we 
realise that the creator is very clever indeed!’ [Why? Because when he decided in fate 
that Lord Ram and Laxman would go with sage Vishwamitra to the forest, we all were 
extremely sad and worried about them. But come to think of it, they would not have 
married such beautiful wives if they hadn’t gone. The creator is also very clever that he 
arranged things in such a manner that all the four brothers got married together.] (3). 

Auspicious songs are being sung in the city and the sky (heavens), and musical 
instruments are too being played. One cannot describe the intensity of joy, euphoria, 
exultation and exhilaration that swept all over on that auspicious moment and the 
eventful day. Everyone blesses that all the sons of the king of Avadh (i.e. king Dasrath), 
who are the bestower of happiness and joy to Tulsidas, should have a long life (4).” 


Ram Charit Manas: 


AT- A R TA R Sa X aag ia aaa Ha Ta TI 15 
yy Aae SE S SIRI HA a RA A ARATRI 16 [1/361/5-6] 


From the day Lord Ram came to Ayodhya duly married, all the joys found their abode in 
the Kingdom (5). 

The festivities and joyous celebrations that followed his marriage were so profound 
that Goddess Saraswati (the patron goddess of speech) and Lord of Serpents (Sheshnath) 
could not find words to describe it (6). [1/361/5-6] 


Chapter 4 


Ayodhya Kand 


{This chapter deals with the following events in Lord Ram's life :- Plans to anoint Lord 
Ram as the Prince Regent of Ayodhya, mischief of his step mother Kaikeyi at the 
instigation of her maid Manthara, Lord Ram's 14 year exile into forest, his exit from 
Ayodhya along with Sita and Laxman, sojourn at Chitrakoot, death of king Dasrath, 
arrival of Bharat at Ayodhya and his refusal to accept the crown, Bharat's departure for 
Chitrakoot to bring Lord Ram back, the two brother's meeting, and Bharat's return to 
Ayodhya with Lord Ram's sandals which were put on the throne as representative of Lord 
Ram himself. 
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It is called ‘Ayodhya’ Kand because this phase of the life of Lord Ram revolves 
around the events at Ayodhya, the capital city. } 


Plans for anointing Ram as Prince Regent: Ram Charit Manas 


Ag- Ha È R AAN SA hefe Hag MRY 
FY SSA FRIST Fe A SS ALA 1 | [Doha 2/1.] 
aa fate Te yea fort ort! ates Us TES Bg ST | 
Te Ty RSS TL! Hs Ha HR HRI GANT! 12 
Fie stot Fe sis Soe! Tele iT Gea CAA MES [2/4/1-3] 


All the citizen of Ayodhya had a great desire that King Dasrath should appoint Lord Ram 
as Prince Regent during his own life-time, and they prayed to Lord Shiva (that this wish 
of theirs should fructify) [Doha 2/1]. 

So, finding an auspicious time, the king approached his family Guru Vashistha (to 
consult him and seek his blessings). Finding the Guru pleased in all respects and in a 
good mood, the king spoke to him most politely, “My Lord, let Lord Ram be vested with 
the powers of a Prince Regent, and give orders so that neceessary arrangements can be 
made. Let this happy event take place while I'm alive, so that the people could get the 
fruit of their eye sight (i.e. they could see Ram on the throne themselves and enjoy the 
happy event which they are all very are eagerly looking forward to) [2/4/1-3]. 


Geetawali: Raag Sorath—Verse no. 2/1 


FT HX THR eM AK HT 

pet po aie, ara! A at wea frre i 11 
TH af qaa Raa N, Be Cera AA ATT | 
agh Afè Rad- Fert Fete pa ATT 12 
TERM, Tet pret frat aft facia a 
aa aR aig at ae fate s-an afe cist 1 13 
ga TR ia aaraa, het erari 
qoaa anaE FA pRa ort 4 [2/1] 


Verse no. 2/1—King Dasrath approached his Guru Vashistha with folded hands, ‘Oh 
Lord! By your blessings, Lord Shiva has fulfilled all my wishes. [My four sons have been 
married.] (1). Now I have only one more desire left—and it is that Lord Ram be 
appointed Prince Regent while I am alive; I shall not be worried about life or death 
thereafter (2).’ 

Vashistha replied, ‘Oh King! You have thought of a noble work. Do it soon, don't 
delay and don’t procrastinate. If God is favourable, then enjoy this happy event of your 
life along with others (3).’ 
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Tulsidas says that when Kaikeyi heard of this good news that sent waves of 
jubilation in the masses of the city of Ayodhya, she unfortunately became uneasy instead 
of rejoicing, and as was destined in providence, thought of creating mischief (4). [2/1] 


Kaikeyi's conspiracy: Ram Charit Manas 


ae m en ate at shops SHR | 
are tert afe aR ae fro aft HA 11 | [Doha 2/12.] 


Kaikeyi had a dim-witted, scheming and cunning maid servant with a pervert mind and a 
jealous temperament. Her name was Manthara, and she was very loyal to Kaikeyi. At the 
behest of the Gods (who wanted that Lord Ram should go to the forest and rid the earth 
of demons, and for this purpose it was necessary that he should be prevented from 
ascending the throne and be crowned as the Regent now), the Goddess of speech 
(Saraswati) corrupted Manthara's wisdom and intellect. [Doha 2/12]. 


ag Aae Hafes Hoth | As ara Hae fate Te | 13 

IT Arg Ue TE fererarst | ar strats SPH ce SPH WATS [2/13/3,5] 
une frees afer Sit Tas | Te He aA a AfA Tas 16 

À Yet Sie Hee HAH | St R eg T STE | 18 [2/19/6,8] 

GS NEM YO A Ae | AME SAS VISTAS Het | 15 

JR wy wale TASTY! Ag cig Wa Taft Se! 16 [2/22/5-6] 

We Wes sad Sh ar Ss WH ae RAPS Star | | 

APTS GAC A AN ST | TAS AT FANT HP 12 

ana ds AAR sart dias aa Wy TAA | 13 [2/29/1-3] 


That evil-minded, selfish, wily and low-born woman (Manthara) pondered how mischief 
could be created overnight (before the next day fixed for anointment of Lord Ram 
(2/13/3). Making a sullen and long face, she approached her mistress Kaikeyi who asked 
her the reason for her distress (2/13/5). 

Manthara replied, ‘If Ram's anointment as Prince Regent takes place tomorrow, God 
will have sown the seed for your agonies and distress (2/19/6). Unless you and your son 
Bharat agree to work as servants (of Ram and his mother), you would not be allowed to 
stay in this house [2/19/1]. If you wish to liberate yourself from it, I suggest that you 
should invoke the two boons that the king owes you—ask for them today, and bless your 
heart. [2/22/5-6].’ 

Thus instigated by the crooked and wily Manthara and terrified at the prospect of 
having to lead a life of ignominy and serfdom (under Kaushalya and Ram), Kaikeyi lost 
her power to think rationally and discriminate between the right and the wrong. With this 
corrupted intellect and failed wisdom, Kaikeyi asked king Dasrath to redeem for her the 
two boons which were long due. She said sternly and without compunctions—‘My dear 
husband, listen to what pleases my heart. As per the first boon, appoint Bharat as the 
Prince Regent of Ayodhya and give the crown to him [2/29/1]. I request you with folded 
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hands to fulfill the second boon—and it is that you must send Ram to exile in forest for 
fourteen consequetive years dressed as a hermit.’ [2/29/2-3]. 


The Barvai Ramayan tells us in its simple two line verse no. 20 how the wicked 
Manthara, the maid servant of Kaikeyi, had instigate her. 


Ue fea AY Mei Ua ITs | 
pI qos Us wer Nel YHTS | 120 | | 





20-[The hunch-back maid Manthara instigates Kaikeyi, saying—] ‘Seven days have 
passed since all the paraphernalia required for anointing Ram as the prince regent of the 
kingdom of Ayodhya have been arranged (but you were kept in the dark). What do you 
ask me now—you are very simple-hearted (and don’t understand the gravity of the 
situation).' 

[Manthara was jealous of Ram’s anointment to the throne of Ayodhya. She 
wanted that Bharat, the son of her mistress Kaikeyi should ascend the throne. Being 
wicked, of a crooked mind and pervert at heart, she thought that if Bharat would become 
a king she would enjoy more privileges than what she enjoys now—traditions and 
righteousness be dammed. It so happened that Dasrath did not think of telling Kaikeyi 
about the event because it was a routine affair of the kingdom and strictly in accordance 
with the laws and rules of appointing the heir to the throne. He was not doing anything 
extraordinary. He did not find it necessary to tell her though he loved her very much. The 
irony of the situation is that Kaikeyi herself loved Sri Ram as much as she loved Bharat, 
her own son. This event of Kaikeyi being instrumental in Ram’s forest exile and the 
subsequent death of her husband Dasrath as well as the turmoil it created in its wake 
shows that when the time is bad even the most unexpected can happen. Besides this, one 
cannot take the people of the world for granted, and sometimes it happens that the dearest 
of people become one’s greatest of enemies. 

Well, Manthara intends to tell Kaikeyi as follows—‘Don't you realise that this 
fact of Ram’s anointment was concealed from you willingly by Dasrath? Why, did you 
ever ponder over it? It shows that the king has no faith in you; he does not trust you. You 
seem to take him for granted. If he loved you so much as you believe he does, then what 
did he not tell you about the plan of anointing Ram on the throne of Ayodhya? Did he not 
know that it is a tradition that the eldest son is crowned, and so what fear did he have 
from you so as to conceal such an important decision? Was he suspicious of you and 
feared that you will create some problem for him? Obviously, Dasrath’s other wife 
Kaushalya hatched a conspiracy to sideline you by prevailing upon the king to appoint 
her son Ram on the throne because she is jealous of you and feared that if the king had 
his way he would appoint Bharat instead of Ram. She blackmailed him somehow, and 
that is why the confused Dasrath hid this news from you. Had everything been above 
board, he should have called you queens for a joint meeting and divulged his plans and 
built a consensus on the issue. Why did he not do so? 
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So beware—if Ram ascends the throne on the appointed day, then you will have 
bad days ahead. Don’t blame me later on that I did not warn you.] 


{When Sri Ram’s mother Kaushalya heard of this, she was overwhelmed with sorrow 
and became extremely distraught. Her laments are really heart-wrenching. } 


Geetawali: Raag Gauri—Verse no. 2/2— 


OAs WA A waa | 

ay Ue gas afta, urd ef floret aes fees 111 

fay WIRT Us BRAG! Het WY UA, BP at ae Gare | 

aR afar aeaeitct wat ated, suf aRee aes B11 211 
SRR paN eRe ye vat Hector Fa ST | 

ahora —aerR—aRi—ered, Raves, BS A flares | 311 
cree arr cd | ara yet ga ge fra | 

dad aè wane oft equa, day, care, AR IR || 411 
afer tifa fetta saa gh, wy olaet frat der 4 URI 
gaem S vet arg—fea, of qx-fay—yfA—aa eR? 11 5 1 
































Verse no. 2/2—[Hearing that Sri Ram has decided to go to the forest for exile, Kaushalya 
became very sad, and she said soulfully with quiver in her voice—] ‘Oh Ram, the 
beloved of my heart! Listen, I invoke the Vedas to stand witness to the truthfulness of my 
words, how pained and anguished I am to be separated (i.e. am forced to live away) from 
your (august and holy) feet. [I speak the truth that I am extremely sorrowful and pained to 
be forced by circumstances to live a life devoid of you and the opportunity to have the 
good fortune to see your divine form daily in my life. Why, I would not be able to see 
you now, and I cannot reconcile myself to this.] (1). 

I had acquired the Supreme Lord who is the obtained as an auspicious reward of 
all Sadhans (paths, means and ways of emancipation and salvation). What an irony of fate 
that people (here referring to Kaikeyi and Dasrath) could not take care of the Lord living 
amidst them but pretend to be upholders of the laws of Dharma (the laws of 
righteousness, probity, propriety, noble conduct, truthfulness etc.). 

[This is a caustic and a sarcastic remark against Dasrath. He had agreed to 
Kaikeyi’s demand because otherwise he would be blamed as going back on his promise 
and being untruthful to his words, something that is ignoble and would give him a bad 
name. He agreed because by keeping his words he is upholding the laws of Dharma 
which ordains that if one promises something he must live up to his words 
notwithstanding the sufferings that it might entail. But in the process he forgot that he is 
sending an innocent son to the forest at the best of a cunning, wily, pervert, selfish and 
jealous woman. He forgot that his actions would cause suffering to thousands of his 
subjects and even to his other queens for no fault of theirs. Even if he might be held 
guilty of not keeping his words given to a cunning and evil-minded selfish woman who 
had exploited her closeness with him and his steadfast vows to be truthful to his words 
for her selfish goals, but the greater good that rescinding on his words would do to the 
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kingdom and his subjects who are preparing for Lord Ram’s anointment would far 
outweigh this single sin. Didn’t the king imagine the calamity that would descend on the 
kingdom and horrors of dismay and pain to which the citizens of Ayodhya would be 
subjected if he pretended to be truthful to his words? Didn’t he imagine that he has been 
instructed by his Guru to make haste to anoint Ram to the throne, and by sending Ram to 
the forest he would be disobeying his Guru, which is a far greater sin than chiding a 
selfish lady?] 

Alas! The king has lost everything under the influence of a crooked woman 
(Kaikeyi). [That is, Dasrath has lost his wisdom and intellect, he has lost his right to be 
called a loving father, he has lost his right to be equal to all the queens and his sons, he 
has lost the right to be called kind and graceful to all, he has lost the right to be called an 
upholder of Dharma, and he has lost the right to be a king who worries about the welfare 
of his subjects in a dispassionate manner.] (2). 

King Dasrath’s actions resemble a man who is so stupid as to drop a Chintamani 
(a gem said to possess power to remove worries) on seeing an artificial gem made of 
worthless glass. The king did not pay any attention to the fact that Sri Ram is so dear to 
the sages and saints that they fix their sight (attention and mind) on him just like the bird 
Chakor (the Indian red-legged partridge) fixes its eyes on the moon. He even did not 
consider that Sri Ram is so dear to Shiva that he is like the latter’s life, that Shiva cannot 
live without Ram. How unfortunate! (3). 

[Kaushalya again ridicules her husband.] Oh Son! Though the lord (Dasrath) has 
abandoned you by being under the spell of Maya (delusions and infatuation with a wily 
woman, by being ignorant of your true nature as the incarnate Divine Being, and his 
unique luck of having you as his son), but oh my dear son Raghupati (Sri Ram), oh The 
friend of the distressed, the lowly, the meek, the downtrodden and the hapless creatures, 
oh the merciful, compassionate, gracious son! At least you should be wise enough not to 
abandon (forsake) us for no fault of ours.’ (4). 

[This pitiful pleading of Kaushalya is really very moving and heart wrenching. 
This pleading of his mother put Sri Ram in a quandary—] Tulsidas says that on hearing 
these most affectionate and affable words full of humble and earnest pleadings of his 
mother, the soft-hearted, the kind and loving, the merciful and compassionate Lord Sri 
Ram could not move from there. He began to ponder—‘If I stay back to please my 
mother, who would remove the fears, the torments and the agonies being suffered by 
Gods, the Brahmins and the mother Earth (at the hands of the cruel demons)?’ 

[Ram was in a dilemma. On the one hand he would have to subject his mother and 
the rest of the subjects of the kingdom to the great agony of separation, and on the other 
hand there was the greater stake of liberating the world from the tyranny of demons.] (5). 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/3— 


f aÀ Yn TE | 

S ya! ma-a, SAAS ma! MA aP 1 
aAa a A ge, gA aa Hga | 

weg Prot moa aA, S afer ors, g IJAE I 21 
ue au yy R, Re q, gA Fa yga Neare | 
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ue qa AA AR Aa a aAA- SNA |l 3 1 
Ag Jat OA Wad AWA aA, SS WAS g RAJTE | 
gaan gea 4 Ural dt at ae ea ae ae sap |i 411 








Verse no. 2/3—[Kaushalya continues—] ‘Oh lovely Raghunayak (Sri Ram)! Son, please 
stay back. If you are so eager to keep the words of your father, then your mother should 
also be equally important, venerable and honoured by you. (How can you disobey her or 
cause pain to her heart?) (1). 

It is renowned even in the Vedas that Raghupati (Sri Ram) always provides 
comfort, happiness, succour and joy to the saints (i.e. to those who are good, virtuous, 
righteous and noble). Hence, I invoke this grand virtue of yours. You should uphold these 
rules and traditions established and declared by the Vedas (and uphold their sanctity and 
decorum), and put down your bow and arrow. [That is, don’t go to the forest.] (2). 

Remember son—as soon as the news of Raghunath’s (Sri Ram’s) departure (for 
the forest) spreads, the whole city will sink and drown in a well of sorrows and 
lamentations, and the king will also die. Oh the cruel Creator who is separating us from 
the feet of Sri Ram! Watch, this stain and ignominy is going to be cast upon you as well.’ 
(3). 

Tulsidas says that on hearing these (heart-wrenching) wailings of the mother, 
tears began to roll down from the eyes of Sri Ram—partly because of human nature 
(because the Lord had to behave like an ordinary human to play his part properly) and 
partly because he was in a fix, not knowing what to do, for he thought that if he didn’t 
fulfill the object of his manifestation in a human body—which was to do the work of the 
Gods by killing the cruel demons—then that would be most objectionable (4). 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/4— 


wa | ef ola oda oe vfeet ? 

a oe aR sip We GS aca ola ofeetl| 111 
sfe itm fered ae ak! ga wh a fag cel 
ba Ut ved yA ud, se fade Ga Gl! 211 
fre saat oa gat faer ym gi et agent 
fre saa aad gale ef ad am arfl? |i 311 
gr wa AAs ole wae, qapa AJ AI 

ot dj we ay ad, safe oer Wa sf AAA 
gam wade MER cfs float Feat 

Tete bd, qa we, feRfeR snot we Aer 51 I 
































Verse no. 2/4—[Mother Kaushalya said—] ‘Ram! How would I stay in the house 
(without you)? Whom will I repeatedly embrace affectionately (or literally, lift in my lap) 
and call him ‘Son’? (1). 
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My dear! You used to move about in the palace courtyard accompanied with so 
many of your friends—Ah! Alas! How will I live and survive when I remember (recall) 
those pleasant days of your childhood plays? (2). 

The ears through which I used to hear your pleasant and sweet words and used to 
be overwhelmed by love and affection, I am hearing the news of your exile to the forest 
with the same ears today! Say, who is indeed more unfortunate than me? (3). 

Oh Raghunandan (Sri Ram)! Without seeing your lovely face, each moment 
would appear to be an age for me. Say, if this body of mine survives after the passage of 
(fourteen) long years (of your forest exile)—I say truthfully, how can it be said that it 
(my body, i.e. ‘me’) has any sort of love and affection for you?’ [That is, my body, 
however emaciated, may survive for fourteen long years in the expectation of seeing you 
once again. But if it lives after that, say how then can it be said that I have love for you? 
In other words, the mother seems to tell Ram in an indirect manner that if he does not 
return after the exile period of fourteen years for any reason whatsoever, then let him be 
sure that she would not live even for a moment after that.] (4). 

Tulsidas says that on seeing the mother so woefully agitated, distressed, 
distraught, hapless and hopeless, Sri Hari (Sri Ram) became very anxious (because he got 
worried that she would die as soon as he leaves her). He became extremely upset 
emotionally. His throat chocked, tears rolled down his eyes, and he repeatedly asserted to 
his mother that he would come back soon (5).” 


{ When Sita and Laxman heard that their beloved Lord Sri Ram has been ordered to go to 
the forest, they made an instant decision—that they are going with the Lord.] 


Sita's decision to accompany Ram: Ram Charit Manas— 


qa- aan R a gA MA Ii pA 
Wg OY Wa He BT ae SAS fae ANS 11 [2/57] 
Te Fed Fa Sastry | hs Gat Ga AR MA 11 [2/58/3] 
4 gpk ag aa SN | Grefe sfa TT Ht HE ANT 11 [2/67/8] 
he car wate feet srt | efe wre ale URafe aT 112 


Hes HUA pA | Wet Gy Tere FA ATA 113 [2/68/2-3] 


Sita heard the bad news and became very perplexed and agitated. She went to meet (and 
take permission) of her mother-in-law (Kaushaly) and sat down at her feet with bowed 
head (2/57). She reflected, and prayed to her mother-in-law earnestly that her husband 
(Lord Ram, the lord of her being) wants to proceed to the forest, so will she have the 
good fortune to accompany him? [2/58/3]. 

When Lord Ram tried to dissuade her from doing so (by citing a number of 
reasons), she answered—‘If austerity and penance is appropriate (fit, destined) for you, 
where do I get the right to live in luxury? So, oh Lord, if you suffer hardship in the forest, 
there is no justification for my living in luxury here in the palace.’ (2/67/8). 
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Seeing her pathetic condition and her determination, Lord Ram decided in his 
heart that she will not survive (and would die of grief) if left behind. So he asked her to 
give up lamenting and get ready to accompany him to the forest because it was not the 
moment to grieve. [2/68/2-3] 


Geetawali : Verse no. 2/6— 


Sua Gar waa, HT fats ea saat | 

Ted Hie-WAd Ge AT Ted, Bs Fz Taw | 

Meh ASA STI, a e ars SANT | 
Faa-THT SAH T ARL O HCA | 12 

ot afe are URaet ates, at a1 oT Gorath ? 

qaaa my a siaa R PN R aaa tarii ? 113 [2/6] 


Verse no. 2/6—Sita said to Ram, ‘I can, and will, stay with the 'Lord of my life' in the 
forest. [Don’t attempt to tell me about the hardships of the forest in order to frighten me 
off.] Walking with you on the path, truly, I shall feel thousands times happier than at 
home (1). When you get tired, I shall massage your weary legs, I shall fan you when you 
feel the heat, and my eyes shall treat upon the beauty of your face even as the bird 
Chakor gazes constantly at the moon (and feels extremely contented and amply 
rewarded) (2). And oh Lord, if you forcefully leave me behind, I shall send my soul with 
you (I shall die), for tell me what face would I have to show this world without you? (3). 


Laxman's decision to accompany Ram: Ram Charit Manas 


PAAR Sa ASAT TE pA Aa aA 3f MT [2/70/1] 
AR Tas Uh GS Ca daig SL iaa 16 

qa Å sa ard ate safer ae fer set 17 

TA A Te TA A A pay ReRe fa Gg | 18 [2/72/6-8] 
arg feat Ag FA Se | Sag ST eS FA ATE | 1[2/73/1] 


When Laxman heard the news, he got rattled and became agitated. Lamenting greatly, he 
immediately ran to meet Lord Ram (2/70/1). He said to Sri Ram, ‘Oh my Lord! For me 
(as far as I am concerned), you are the centre of all ties; I have no relations with anyone 
other than you; nothing matters to me except you. Oh Lord, you are the one who is friend 
of the humble and the distressed, and nothing is hidden from you as you are omniscient, 
you can read the inner feelings of all. [So you must know that I am not telling lies.] 
(2/72/6). Piety, laws, rightousness, noble conduct, duties etc. should be taught to one who 
is fond of acquiring glory, fortune and noble destiny, not to him who is the most devoted 
servant of your holy feet by his mind, deed and speech. Tell me, oh the merciful ocean of 
grace, should you abandon such a person (for whom you are everything and the core of 
life)?’ [1/72/7-8]. 
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Lord Ram was very much moved at this earnest entreaty of Laxman. He said finally, 
‘Dear, go and take your leave from your mother (Sumitra), and come back to accompany 
me to the forest. [Yes, I will take you with me as I have agreed to take Sita along. I'll 
surely not disappoint you. Come dear, come along!] [2/73/1]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/1 1— 


le & AIA HATH GR | 

R IGT, A Hed HS Tha, TY URE Tats TA a 
Pusey Stacie ae] TA, WAIT St BH | 

an fa Fife aga, afte at STS a BA 112 

ag ae THe stag sith, Taft Hed Tenia ae | 

Paw ae ofa eS at at safe, wal Ga AR 113 

IME Se foray fda, TH GHG BHM ale ae 

Te aA Ra aA afafa, Seat at eT aE one HL 14 


Verse no 2/11—Sri Laxman stood motionless and speechless (in front of Lord Ram) with 
folded hands. With baited breath, he thinks, ‘Alas! At this moment the Lord is breaking 
all ties. Now, I pray and wonder, would he also break his ties with me?’ (1). 

When Lord Ram saw the condition of Laxman and realised that he has drawn the 
dagger, so to say, and is ready to take his own life, is ready to strike and kill himself (if 
the Lord refused to take him along to the forest), the Lord told him, ‘Dear brother, go and 
ask leave of your mother. This is the only way out.’ (2). 

When Laxman went to his mother and asked for her permission, she replied—‘Oh 
Son, I shall consider you as being worthy of being called as ‘my son’ only if you purify 
yourself by serving Lord Ram and Sita (3). Always remember (while at forest) that to 
stay with Lord Ram is no less a deed of righteousness and purity than all other means put 
together.’ 

Tulsidas says that getting such a whole-hearted permission from his mother, Laxman 
flew, as it were, like a bird finding freedom from the clutches of a hunter as soon as the 
bird finds that hunter’s attention is diverted or when he is careless (4). [2/11] 


Ram's exit from Ayodhya for 14 year exile: Ram Charit Manas 


Uy ed Aft oy Sag | Tet StH Safafe fae Arg 118 

ae ahs a Ay Way a aha ty TA 
fe fo TR A TY Tet HR Tales stat | [2/79/8,0] 
ue fate a4 wale Saat | IR Te ogy eats fae Ara 111 
arate THR free Fars | et aretha org TATE 112 [2/81/1-2] 
TT FAA ST IA GAT HA ferred TI WA AIT 11 
af w2 dla afed ats Me | act eas staerfe Fae ATE 112 
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aaa g Afa aaa AN AA AT Aa AÀ MN 113 [2/83/1-3] 
JR a EÈ TIS FMT | Tet APT Fa SHEA ATA | [2/84/4] 


When the final moment of departure came, Lord Ram dropped his royal regalia and 
donned himself up as a hermit. Bowing his head to his parents, he started on his journey 
for the forest [2/79/8]. Having thus prepared and equipped for the journey, Lord Ram, his 
wife Sita, and dear brother Laxman, bowed at the feet of Brahmins and their guru sage 
Vashistha, and then departed from the place for the onward journey, leaving everyone 
dumbfounded, stunned, agonized, perplexed, distressed, distraught and bewildered (2/79). 

Lord Ram reassured everyone, telling them their moral duties and advising them 
to follow the path of righteousness. He once again and finally bowed at the feet of his 
Guru (Vashistha) once again. Then he offered his prayers to Lord Ganesh, Goddess 
Parvati and Lord Shiva, received their blessings, and started for the journey to the forest 
[2/8 1/1-2]. 

Meanwhile, king Dasrath had sent behind Lord Ram his minister named Sumantra 
with his chariot to escort him. So Sumantra requested Lord Ram to mount on the chariot. 
To respect the sentiments of their father, the trio Sri Ram-Laxman-Sita boarded the 
chariot. Then they turned towards Ayodhya and finally bade it good-bye by bowing their 
heads towards the city (as a final gesture of parting and showing respect), and then they 
moved on swiftly ahead on the path towards the forest [2/83/1-2]. 

The citizens of Ayodhya were so distressed and grieved at being abandoned by 
their Lord that all started running behind the chariot because they found the agony of 
Ram's abandonment and separation from him too much a pain to bear [2/83/3, 2/84/4]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/1— 


ah SER sat THAR, fas sory sinh Tg || 

sie ash Wade BE Sat, tach Aes sat aT ans 12 
i yig, ia Aen, vat ef fren of ae Gere 13 
USAC TY Tet aS STH Ue FeTS SH ATS 114 [2/1] 


Verse no. 2/1—After putting down the royal paraphernalia, robes and jwellery that he 
was adorned with, Lord Ram appeared as magnificent as the parrot after abandoning its 
wings (i.e. after flight) (1). He abandoned Ayodhya like the rest-houses along the path, 
and its citizens like the temporary companions of the wayside inns (2). Faithful and loyal 
brother (Laxman) and the devoted wife (Sita) appear as if Dharma (righteousness and 
noble conduct) has been personified in their forms (3). Lord Ram left his father's 
kingdom dispassionately as if it was someone else’s property, and went to the forest 
cheerfully (4) [2/1] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/2— 
PoR BR cal ava-dk aie ae afe cis ot we! 
arg—frar fer citer aad aama gael were Bors 1 
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zor gaha, ag atc, fear è ag sitter ea veg! 
aaa wa Teal afer ager wey gers at AS11211 


Verse no. 2/2—For the Lord, the royal clothes and ornaments were like the feathers of 
the parrot. After removing them from his body, he looked so magnificent and glorious as 
if scum had been removed from the water. Having lovingly and respectfully addressed his 
parents and kin according to their mutual relations and status, the lotus-eyed Lord Ram 
took his beautiful wife (Sita) and faithful brother (Laxman) with him, and left his father’s 
kingdom like a stranger who had been a guest of the king for 2-3 days would have done. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/3— 


Rite uae we Ao yaaa, at, 
A a ait alfa, welt! afar cat ad ÈI 
Pè A A, pa- a Aer, aaa, 
aA AA A, AA A SHS B11 
wea-Aa-aeneé a o È HAS B1 
ara fate Ay ue PaRa-gqaa-wa, 
amt wal-es wafers A èg S113 11 


Verse no. 2/3—Mother Kaushalya became overwhelmed with emotions and said to 
Sumitra, ‘Oh friend! I had never treated Kaikeyi as a rival. I had always looked after 
her as my own sister. When Ram called me ‘mother’, I used to tell him that I was not 
his but Bharat’s mother. ‘Son’, I used to say, “I swear to you (i.e. tell you truly) that 
your mother is Kaikeyi.’ 

Lord Ram had also treated Kaikeyi as his own mother, and never as a step- 
mother. But the malignant and malevolent creator became jealous of our happy days, 
and so he mounted the knife of deceit, treachery and cunning and stabbed us with it 
(i.e. he corrupted the wisdom of Kaikeyi and forced her to send Ram to exile). 
[Kushalya laments that it is so astonishing that Kaikeyi whom Ram used to show 
more affection and love than he did to me, and she also reciprocated in equal terms, 
had suddenly become so cruel and heartless. Surely, it’s not her fault but it is the 
crookedness of the creator who used her as a pawn in his evil design. ] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/4— 


wrt wer, cet naaa uR f we, 
geet werd fate, urs aféag ÈI 
Wat Wars wettest St a onferea, 
aaa Aig wl feo A aag S11 
ois waa, fÈ smg WaN AË, 
wei-gg uvé a BY aes Èı 
as yaos, ale gog aca Teper, 
aja, uz ag fag we aag S14 
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Verse no. 2/4—Sumitra fell at the feet of Kaushalya and said, ‘Sister! What can be 
done? We have to bear what the creator wishes. Your nature is known from the day 
Lord Ram was born, but should Kaikeyi have done what she did? Was it proper for 
her? You were born in the household of a king (as a princess), married a king (as wife 
of Dasrath), got a son (Lord Ram) who was most suitable and eligible to be crowned 
as a Regent, but still you could not enjoy happiness. See, the moon is a receptacle of 
Amrit (celestial elixir of happiness and eternity), but the deer has given it a bad name, 
and on top of it, the moon is gobbled-up by the arm-less Rahu (resulting it to be 
darkened during the lunar eclipse).’ 


The Barvai Ramayan sums up the somber moment of Lord Ram going to the forest 
very succinctly in its verse no. 21 as follows— 


wordt ye fro Ra HT wa | 
RA aet afer wor at fafa ss 941 121 1 | 





21-Sri Ram had been enjoying the various comforts of the palace along with Sita. But the 
same Ram left the kingdom for the forest (most happily, without any malice, hatred, 
regret or anger as if both were the same for him). The ways of the creator are very 
mysterious and incredulous. 

[That is, no one knows what is written in one’s destiny. No one can be sure what 
awaits him in the future, and what providence has in store for him. The consequences or 
the result of deeds done by a person are bound to be suffered by him. Look at the case of 
Lord Ram himself. He was born as a royal prince; he was just a few hours away from 
being appointed to the throne. His step mother Kaikeyi loved him as much as she loved 
her own son Bharat. Even Bharat was innocent and he had the greatest of respects for 
Ram. All the citizens were happy, and even the Guru had issued instructions for his 
anointment. Then all of a sudden everything collapsed like a pack of cards. But the credit 
goes to the Lord that he did not show any kind of dismay or anger or hatred. He was as 
calm as before. The Lord was enlightenment, self-realisation and wisdom personified. He 
knew that the soul never suffers, and all these things such as the comfort of the kingdom 
and the pains and suffering of the forest are limited to the physical gross body which is 
not one’s truthful ‘self’. So it does not really matter whether one lives in a palace or in a 
forest. ] 


First day's halt at the banks of River Tamsa: Ram Charit Manas 


qa- aas gg Aee TÈ AT NT Bs TT 
wat ck frarg feos we feared NA l [2/84] 


The citizens accompanied Lord Ram (by running behind the chariot carrying the Lord), 
leaving behind their children and the old back at home. The first days's halt was at the 
bank of river Tamsa [2/84]. 
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Ram's leaving in the darkness of night: Ram Charit Manas 


fre ota Sues TAC CPT TH Te fete A He 114 
TPT APT TF TT TT Gig | HSH STATA Ala Ale 116 
safe sa S AA Aii wa afera Ga Hes SAA 117 
Glo AR ty sens Ta! a STÀ aA AÈ TAT 118 
aiel- a eae Se fe Sy aes Fae ATE | 
aR aas Te WY Fd St Glst FUE! | [Chaupai lines 2/85/4,6-8, Doha 85.] 


Lord Ram tried all means to persuade the citizens to return back home. He gave them 
various instructions on their moral duties and righteousness, but they were so deeply in 
love of him that they refused to obey (return) [4]. Since all entreaties and attempts to 
persuade them failed to yield result, the only way out of this dilemma for the Lord was to 
dodge them while they were fast asleep because of weariness, grief and distress (5). 

Lord Ram, therefore, ordered his charioteer Sumantra, after two-measures of the 
night had passed (i.e. around mid night), saying—‘Father (Sumantra was an old and 
trusted minister and friend of Dasrath, hence this address)! Ride off from this place as 
quickly as you can, and in such a way so as to confuse the tracks (so no one would know 
in which direction we proceed).’ [2/85/4.6-8]. 

Having said this, Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita boarded the chariot after bowing their 
head to Lord Shiva, and the charioteer immediately started the chariot and drove it in 
such a way that it could not be traced later on [Doha 2/85]. 


Arrival at Sring-ber-pur: Ram Charit Manas 


iar afaa afa As E TAR ves STS || 
SR a daah e he deaa g AARI [2/87/1-2] 


The next morning, Lord Ram, along with Sita, his brother (Laxman) and minister 
(Sumantra) reached Sring-ber-pur on the banks of river Ganges. They got down from the 
chariot and paid their respect to the holy river by prostrating on the ground [2/87/1-2]. 


Night's halts (IInd night): Ram Charit Manas 


qg- Ra gia a ARa He Yet Het GTS | 
HAA he aA a eT AE | 1 [Doha 2/89.] 


That night (the 2nd night) they slept at Sring-ber-pur after taking supper consisting of 
edible bulb, roots and fruits. Lord Ram slept, while Laxman kneeded and massaged his 
legs (to remove the Lord’s tiredness). [Doha 2/89]. 


125 


Matting of hairs on the head like a hermit by Lord Ram and Laxman, and return of 
Sumantra to Ayodhya: Ram Charit Manas 


Tha Ss BR TH aera YA YA ae SR TAT | 13 
Tye Bled FR Set SATE Afa GAA ASA HT BIT 14 [2/94/3-4] 


The next morning, after finishing his daily purification acts and bathing, Lord Ram asked 
for milk of the banyan tree. Then he and Laxman matted their hairs like a hermit, the 
sight of which filled the eyes of Sumantra with tears. [2/94/3-4]. 
[Note : At the time of departure from Ayodhya, Lord Ram had discarded his royal 
robes and donned the attire of a hermit, but the matting of hair was done here. ] 


Ta cra fara oe fe arg | feats afte Fafa AR TATE 118 
aiel- 14 Stes SATS Ta She Uke RNE | 
afta Faa aaas gafë Ha ufsa 1 [Chaupai lines 2/99/8, Doha 99.] 


Then, Lord Ram asked Sumantra to return, which he did most reluctantly. Bowing his 
head at the feet of Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita, he returned, dejected and crest fallen like a 
merchant who had lost his entire capital (8). As the chariot turned towards Ayodhya, even 
the horses repeatedly turned their heads to look at Lord Ram and wept (i.e. they neighed 
in dismay and did not want to turn their backs on the Lord, but were forced to do so). 
Overcome with grief at this sight, even Nishad (the chieftain of Sring-ber-pur) beat his 
head and lamented woefully [Chaupai lines 2/99/8, Doha 99]. 


Ram's crossing of river Ganges: Ram Charit Manas 


SAT TH AF VST MAR AR Bary Aa SA | [2/100/2] 
HAS WA TAY WaT TA HSA AL CS BATA 16 
de «wa wen aq or aR ary afed RaR | 
fat oe gR IR gA gf Tas A R || [Chaupai lines 2/101/6, Doha 101.] 
sak arg Te ASR ta! Sa Wy TS SA SAAT 1 [2/102/1] 


After forcefully sending Sumantra back to Ayodhya, Lord Ram arrived at the banks of 
river Ganges [2/100/2]. The boatman brought a wooden basin full of water [2/101/6], 
washed the Lord's feet, and thereby helped his ancestors and forefathers cross the ocean 
of transmigration (the passing of the soul after death into some other body; here it means 
that they were liberated from this cycle of birth, death and re-birth). Once done, he then 
took them all (Ram, Sita, Laxman and Nishad) across the river (Doha 2/101). 

Sri Ram, Sita, Laxman and Nishad stood on the sand of the bank of the river on the 
other side [2/102/1]. 

[Note : The territorial boundary of Ayodhya ended here. The real exile starts from 

this point.. 
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The Barvai Ramayan describes in verse nos. 24-25 in a few words the famous 
incident when the boatman refused to take Lord Ram across the river because he 
feared that the dust of the Lord’s holy feet would turn his wooden boat into a lady just 
like the case of the stone turning into Ahilya when the Lord had touched it while on 
his way to the hermitage of sage Vishwamitra as described in the Baal Kand. The 
Lord allowed the boatman to wash his holy feet. 





gett oft wT erg WT He aa | 
Port oR frafe vaste Ara | 124 | | 





24-[Alluding to the Kewat-boatman episode, and repeating his words—] Tulsidas says, 
‘Standing in the water of river Ganges, I say truthfully that you must not put your foot in 
my boat (because the wooden boat shall be converted into a lady, and seeing me with 
her), my wife would make me dance naked daily (i.e. she would tease me daily and make 
life hell for me)’. 
[Note—When Lord Ram wished to cross the river Ganges, the boat man named 
Kevat would not allow the Lord to board his wooden boat out of fear that the dust 
of the Lord’s holy feet might turn his wooden boat into some lady just like the 
case of a stone turning into lady Ahilya when the Lord touched it while on his 
way to the hermitage of sage Vishwamitra as described in the Baal Kand. He did 
not want to take this risk. He said that should it happen then not only will he lose 
his only means of livelihood but the lady that the boat would be converted into 
will become his second wife. His first wife would become jealous of her, thinking 
that the boatman had married her out of his own free will. She would not know 
the reality, and the result would be that his life would turn into hell. So he would 
not allow the Lord to board his humble boat unless the Lord allows him to wash 
his feet of all its dust.] 





Uae Hela Hr wae pga ANE | 
aes Ad UT alg Hg oA ae | 125 || 


25-Nishad (the boatman) holds a wooden bow! full of water in his hands, and pleads 
(with Sri Ram)—'Wash your feet in this and then board the boat, do not argue 
unnecessarily’. 


{After crossing river Ganges, Lord Ram, Sita, Laxman and Nishad moved on and arrived 
at the confluence of three holy rivers Ganges, Yamunna and Saraswati at a place called 
Prayag. It was here that sage Bharadwaj had his hermitage. } 


Arrival of Lord Ram at Prayag: Ram Charit Manas 
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AR Ra as fen RRL! Mea Wear Ba HS BIT 
ma mapa HR TUS | AAT] SRS WY SAS | 12 [2/105/1-2] 
yoa ar Afe Na Aar ofS senfate dea Sar | [2/106/6] 


The third day out of Ayodhya, Lord Ram halted under a tree; the spot was made 
reasonably comfortable for his halt by Laxman and Nishad (2/105/1). 

The next (4th) morning, Lord Ram did his daily routine and proceeded to and 
arrived at Prayag which is like a king of all holy places. [This place is situated in the city 
of Allahabad in modern India.] [2/105/2]. 

At Triveni (the confluence of the three holy rivers Ganges, Yamuna, Saraswati) 
he bathed and worshipped Lord Shiva and other deities residing there [2/10/6]. 


Arrival at sage Bharadhwaj's hermitage: Ram Charit Manas 
Ta WY AST US ST | HAA SSaet APT SL CAT! | [2/106/7]. 


Then the Lord arrived at sage Bharadhwaj's hermitage and prostrated himself before the 
sage, whereupon the latter lovingly embraced him and blessed him [2/106/7]. 


Departure from Bharadhwaj's Ashram: Ram Charit Manas 


ae | Wa aire fase Pate ra WaT ATE | 
aA afa Ra aaa Sa fa Affe fe ATS 11 [Doha 2/108] 
qa aA hès fA Ai a pA gN fs HT STMT || [2/109/1] 
aR a RA rg T | Alert Sas Act TATE || [2/109/6] 


This was the fifth night halt at sage Bharadhwaj hermitage. The next morning (the sixth 
day) Lord Ram bathed at Prayag again and then proceeded ahead along with Sita, 
Laxman and Nishad (Doha 2/108). 

Lord Ram requested the sage (Bharadwaj) to tell him the route which he shall take 
to the forest [2/109/1]. Then he bowed his head to the sage and departed joyfully 
[2/109/6]. 


Crossing river Yamuna and sending Nishad back: Ram Charit Manas 


ae SaR FE SAA Ter SÀ AA BA A111 [Doha 2/109/Kha] 
ae «aa week ors fates rak raaa A| 
T Sag Sta a Taq Tay Gs HS 11 [Doha 2/111] 
Uf feet ma crest ae SINT) SHAS Hts HAT TNT | | 
Tet Tate Hest sis Ag | UTS HE HLT FSTS || [Chaupai lines 2/112/1-2] 
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From Prayag, Lord Ram took the down-stream direction of river yamuna and bathed in 
its waters which were as dark as his own complexion [Doha 2/10/Kha]. 

At that spot, he finally took leave of his friend and companion Nishad (who had 
accompanied him from Sring-ber-pur) after reassuring and comforting him in various 
ways. [Nishad had earnestly wanted to accompany the Lord to the forest because he 
pleaded that he was well-versed in the ways of the jungle and he would be perfect guide. 
But the Lord wished not to trouble him and put him to danger—because his mission was 
not just to idly pass away the fourteen years at some comfortable place but to root out the 
ferocious demons from the earth, and this entailed a lot of danger, and the Lord did not 
wish to put the humble Nishad to that risk. The Lord reassured him that he should not 
worry for him as he is capable to take care of himself.] [Doha 2/111]. 

Then, Sri Ram, Sita and Laxman bowed their heads with folded hands and 
repeatedly paid their respects to river Yamuna and proceeded ahead on the next leg of 
their journey, all the while extolling the virtues of the daughter of the Sun-God (river 
Yamuna). [2/112/1-2]. 


En-route to the forest: Ram Charit Manas 


St OR Ta Tare AT ava | feats aT ae ae rere | | 
we Fe Ta aes afer et | fees TAA BTA ATT 13 
WS TH Fe Te TT Ala AÀ ARR PST APTS 
ae ak miè T Aaa a gra ar | 
daa AR aa fen ga g aA T R | | [Chaupai lines 2/113/1,3,8, Doha 113.] 


The cities, villages and hamlets that fell in the way of the Lord’ path were praised by the 
cities where the Gods reside (because Lord Ram had walked up to these humble earth 
cities and never set foot in the heavenly cities of the Gods) (2/113/1). Even Amrawati 
(the celestial city of Indra, the king of Gods) was no comparision to these small and big 
hamlets which were fortunate enough to touch the feet of Lord Sri Ram (2/113/3). The 
soil (earth) regarded herself most lucky on beeing able to touch Lord Ram's feet 
(2/113/8). The clouds screened the Lord from the sun, and the Gods rained (showered) 
flowers on him (so that the hard earth below his feet would be cushioned and made soft) 
as Lord Ram wended his way in the forest looking at the hills, the woods, the birds and 
the beasts (Doha 2/113). 

[Note : After his departure from Prayag, Tulsidas has not mentioned the sequence 

or number of each passing day. So, the counting of the number of days is hereby 

discontinued. | 


Geetawali: Raag Bilaawal: Verse no. 2/13— 


set a farts è A bE af 
Sel TAA feat, ax sracrafa, safe fara firs alate fag 111 
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TI We Taree Wat Ga FHS TH TA Te | 
ait gent, aia Aen, mia ma-e- AR 12 
qaaa ay Aaaa gA Aaa AR a gR | 
Ma Pa aa gg eR, A AR faar fea R113 


Verse no. 2/13—Sita became tired, so she asked Lord Ram, ‘Lord, how far is the forest 
for which you have started from Ayodhya? [I am feeling tired; how far do we have to 
travel on foot?] (1) Oh my Lord! You had snapped your relationship with all materialistic 
comforts of home and are proceeding to an unknown place on foot. You must be tired. 
Take a little rest under the shadow of this tree. Come, I shall fan you, massage your legs 
and scrub the dust from it (wash it).’ 

[The pain of this stanza is very apparent. Sita is so tired that she wants to sit 
down, and wanders how long would she be forced to travel—this is clear from her 
question ‘how far is your destination’. Then she saw the pain on Lord Ram’s face, and 
quickly corrected herself, showing courage and boldness. She instead now tells the Lord 
to sit down so that she can massage his tired legs and wash off the dust from it.] (2). 

Tulsidas says that hearing such affectionate words of Sita, tears welled-up in Lord 
Ram's eyes, and pitifully he said, “There! Where is the forest now? [We have just started 
on our journey and have passed through inhabited areas of our kingdom through villages, 
hamlets etc. The real forest is yet to come. And even now you are tired, say so how will 
you bear the torture of the journey when we enter the real forest which is harsh to the 
extreme? Didn’t I tell you to stay back, but you insisted on coming with me. So have 
courage and be bold. Soon you will be accustomed to walking long distances on foot.]’ 
(3). [2/13]". 


Geetawali: Raag Bilaawal: Verse no. 2/33— 


Hel WS FA BH, WAT At SA SH, 

SA TSA, AA Ale, TST HIST A 
arg-ftra-ary-fet saat oe fee, 

Treat see SH StH SA AT | 

farsa Act PSH FAT AT | 
eae oie az Tye St 

Sle Ta BRT ALATSHT TST AT 112 
Tah ard ed aa T-A A 

Tet Sed dy As fA A T AT 
emia Tesch, Gest ARIA, 

Tet at ae it Gas GAT A 113 


Verse no. 2/33—The residents of the villages and small hamlets lying on the way talked 
with each other when they saw Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman walking barefoot on their 
way to the forest—‘The king (Dasrath) had planned to give him (Lord Ram) the crown, 
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but suddenly ordered him to go to the forest. But at this, Lord Ram felt very happy and 
his face became radiant and glowing with joy. He started thinking to himself—‘Well, a 
great thing has happened, for this will result in keeping my parents (father Dasrath and 
step-mother Kaikeyi) as well as my brother (Bharat) happy and contented, it will satisfy 
their wishes, and at the same time it will also make me happy (because now I will get a 
chance to go and do the job for which I have come to this world in a human form, and it 
is to kill the demons and free the earth of its burden). It looks to me that the creator has 
become benign on me today (1).’ 

Then, regarding kinghood as a food which causes indigestion, he abandoned it 
willingly and forthwith while accepting departure for the forest as being equivalent to an 
appetizing food laid out for the hungry. [That is, he abandoned the kingdom of Ayodhya 
most willingly, and as willingly came to the forest, without regrets for both the events. ] 
This way, for the extremely righteous and noble Lord Ram, the crowning of Bharat was 
equivalent to his own crowning a million of times over (2).’ 

Hearing such talk from the people en-route, Lord Ram, attired like a hermit, 
wended his way through the forest. As for Tulsidas, the remembrance, the thought, the 
speaking-about and the singing of this glory of Lord Ram's divine life on earth is the 
provider of all imaginable happiness (3). [2/33]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/1 1— 


ged ae agag af ee cu aol sor o1 

gaai aR aam pi crest, ye BRa ae Agee 11 

fer qaf &, ace 3ra Bie, ueled PRA fra È? 
fost aRa siger Treat siReat site are ac cet ait! 


Verse no. 2/11—When Sita left the outskirts (outer periphery) of the city of Ayodhya, she 
braced herself (for the onward journey on foot) and took a few steps on the (rough) road. 
Immediately, due to her delicate constitution (and because she was un-accustomed to 
hardships), sweat drops emerged on her fore-head and both the lips became parched 
(dried, due to thirst). She turned towards Lord Ram and asked, ‘Oh dear! How far have 
we still to go, and where will you erect a hut?’ 

Seeing his dear wife’s distress and anxiety, her eagerness to soon find a place to 
rest, and her un-easiness at having to walk barefoot on the rough road, the lover’s (Lord 
Ram’s) eyes welled-up with tears, which rolled down his cheeks. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/12— 
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Verse no. 2/12—Sita says affectionately to Lord Ram, ‘Dear, Laxman is a boy (still a 
child). He has gone to fetch water, so wait for him for some time under some shade 
somewhere. I shall wipe your sweat, fan you and wash your feet, which have been burnt 
(scorched) by the hot sand.’ 

Realising that Sita was tired, Lord Ram sat down and plucked the thorns from her 
feet for some time. When Sita saw her beloved’s affection for her, she was overwhelmed 
with emotions, was thrilled, and tears welled-up in her eyes too. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/13— 


ae Š aagaer : 

ag weet ae, He amg a 
Red age, ass 3iRaa#, 

saaa ā poma A s Èl 
g sa agfa smg BÜ, 

as ! 35 Ñ ma MaaR şı 
sacie wiaf ee ae, 

aù AN wer AA ARP INI 


Verse no. 2/13—Lord Ram is standing, leaning against or holding some new branch of 
the tree. He has a bow slung across his shoulder and an arrow in his hand. His eye-brows 
are curved (i.e. raised), eyes are large and the cheeks are splendorously glowing. The 
dark complexioned body, with glistening sweat-drops, looks glorious like a great dark 
constellation dotted with sparkling stars. 

Tulsidas addresses himself and says, ‘Oh you dumb fellow! Give abode to such an 
image of the Lord in your heart even at the cost of sacrificing your life (i.e. you are as 
good as dead if you aren't enchanted with, captivated with and thrilled at such an 
adorable, such a beautiful and such a fascinating image of the Lord).’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/14— 


adaa, Geolaa wer è RR, 
taa- ë siot Blea sar ë ğı 
am-oe Aa mA «= arfeteft—zf, 
gane aÑ, se wef ee S11 
afa a su wea ws BA ŽI 
gern facifes È Aae faae Afr 
Zz ara ot fade oeme ğin 


Verse no. 2/14—[The villagers residing in the wayside villages talk with each other in 
hushed tones on seeing Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita]:- “Their eyes and faces are like lotus. 
Their hairs are matted on their heads, and their bodies are radiant with youthfulness. A 
beautiful woman, whose countenance resembles the dazzle and radiance of lightening, 
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looks beauteous between the dark complexioned one (Lord Ram) and the fair one 
(Laxman). These three are attired like hermits, and have a garland of flowers over their 
chests. With bow and arrow in their hands and quiver tied around their waists, they 
appear to be princes of some king, princes so handsome and beautiful and peerless that 
the likes of them have never been seen before. 

Tulsidas says that on seeing the three “Tilaks’ of the three Lokas, the men and 
women of the wayside villages were stunned and rendered immobile as if they were 
portraits or part of a painting. 

[The word ‘Tilak’ literally refers to an auspicious and ceremonial mark put on the 
forehead. It also means someone who is eminent, most prominent, foremost, most 
honourable and exalted. The three Lokas refer to the three worlds such as the 
subterranean, terrestrial, celestial worlds. Hence, the meaning of this stanza is that Lord 
Ram, Sita and Laxman are so wonderful to look at that they stand out in the whole 
creation as the most exalted ones. ] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/15— 


amet AÈ af Bas ony ures—ures, 
ame gads as, aoa sio È | 
aa ARo, aAa deaél GB ale 
På è ag, AÈ word feo S11 
ma ferred? ureretrereifeeft—ztr, 
geet fact fag ars cla wor S| 
andie Sao Ha, Glda-Sao aay, 
DU SHO SHad 3iot—sior S115 11 


Verse no. 2/15—The dark-complexioned prince walks in the front, and the fair-skinned 
one comes in the rear—both of them are dressed like a hermit and appear adorable and 
glorious; even Kamdeo himself feels inferior as compared to their beauty. They have a 
bow and arrow, and are adorned in clothes suitable for the forest. Beautiful quivers are 
tied around their waists. They are accompanied by a moon-faced woman who is like 
Goddess Laxmi, the daughter of the ocean, herself personified. 

Tulsidas says that on seeing them, one gets automatically attracted towards them, 
and his heart and mind accompanies them wherever they go, such is their magnetic 
personality. Their hearts are full of joy, their bodies are radiant with youthful energy, and 
beauty seems to sprout (effuse) from each of their body-parts. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/16— 


Geet ded, urges yew aa, 

aga ma m ape uel PI 
3rift Bee, aaa Ula Bz He, 

da pè genue cep uc BI 
aR gpa zor, ore sist sale P, 

Afa Re mwa Ragase Bi 
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oR! ay eet Bate a Bele are, 
Side facets sed wea uefa B61! 


Verse no. 2/16—They have beauteous faces, their eyes are like lotus, and their heads 
have crowns of matted hairs with beautiful flowers tucked in them. The bow is strung 
across their shoulders, hands hold beautiful arrows, and quivers and hermit-like clothes, 
which are more glamorous than ordinary clothes, are wrapped around their waists. They 
are accompanied by a gentle and tender lady. The creator Brahma had created the group 
of sparklers (i.e. stars) by the residue that was left by rubbing ‘Ubatan’ (a concoction of 
powdered gram mixed with honey and milk that is rubbed on the body to clean the skin) 
on her (Sita’s) divine body. On seeing the fair complexion of Laxman, gold loses it’s 
sheen, while seeing the dark-complexioned prince (Ram), even the dark rain-bearing 
clouds feel inferior or ashamed. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/17— 


aapa, Ssg- urfet, dat Pe, 

wÈ fama a-a fA- È | 
e Beat AEU 3o, 

aaa bate Ñ PAA dea S11 

M A mg, M A, MA zfeaufe, 

Agia facts aa-Hasd BA È I 
ana A gers uferp uel Yers, 

aA Aea weet weet S711 


Verse no. 17—Wearing clothes made of leaves (and other tree-parts such as bark), having 
bow and arrow in their hands and quiver tied around their waist, the two princes appear to 
be a treasure-house of exceptional bewitching beauty, and have complexions resembling 
dark cloud and lightening (i.e. dark and fair) respectively. [The dark prince is Lord Ram, 
and the fair prince is Laxman. ] 

Accompanying them is a beautiful lady whose body is naturally beautiful and 
glamorous, and her feet are more tender/soft than a new lotus flower. It appears that 
Laxman is a second (i.e. a parallel, a duplicate) Basant (the spring season), Sita is a Rati 
(wife of Kamdeo, the patron God of love, cupid and passion), and Lord Ram is Kamdeo 
himself. Their enchanting image (i.e. vision, view, sight) is so fabulous and attractive that 
it appears to steal one’s mind and body (i.e. one becomes so enthralled and enamoured at 
the sight that one tends to forget about one’s surroundings and awareness of his own 
body). It appears that these three (the spring season, Rati and Kamdeo) have taken the 
form of a hermit couple, and have taken to the road to give the wayside residents of the 
villages and hamlets the fruits of their eyes (i.e. to enable them to enjoy a most 
magnificent and beautiful sight which they will cherish for a life-time). 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/18— 


amr det wiam Mè Ma, 
facts, St waa! afew ÈI 
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Ay a waa, at afer, 

apa aA  wvateor wsdl 
grit aa maag Rer, 

yari aa, 3st A ara a 
a å afa ade Aea 

sam è wos aas Ins 


Verse no. 2/18—[One village woman says to another]:- ‘Oh friend! Between the dark and 
the fair complexioned princes, there is a lady. Watch her a little, the way I behold her. 
She is very delicate and tender, and most unsuitable to walk on the road. I wonder how 
she will walk (all the way to her destination). 

Well, (it appears that) the earth feels shy at the touch of her soft feet! [This is 
because the ground is hard compared to the soles of Sita’s feet, and the earth is ashamed 
at its harshness that causes so much discomfort and pain to Sita]!’ 

Tulsidas says that hearing her, all other women-folk of the village became pensive, 
full of regret, distraught and sombre; their bodies became thrilled and tears rolled down 
their eyes. [All of them started saying—] “These two princes are attractive by all counts, 
and peerlessly beautiful.’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/19— 


Biav—-one Bete Wairet, HAeilezat feta Aq fer ÈI 
area—atet, fersor cet, Riz Aè crear, aferag fear S11 
aor fat Rgt ag weet af tan wy feat 31 
qaa À uad a, nè Ù aè, agaa fear Sing 


Verse no. 2/19—‘These two dark and fair complexioned princes are naturally handsome, 
and (it appears that) they have won Kamdeo (the patron God of beauty and glamour) in as 
far as beauty is concerned. They have a bow and arrow (in their hands) and a quiver (tied 
around their waists), matted hairs adorn their heads, and they are attired like a hermit. 
They have a lady with them, whose body is (glamorous) like a moon and (it appears that) 
she has given a part (or fraction) of her beauty to Rati (consort of Kamdeo). On seeing 
them one’s heart feels hesitant (reluctant, sorry, pitiful), wondering that since they do not 
have even a proper pair of foot-wear to wear, how will they walk (on the hard ground)?’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/20— 


aA A omh senh Het, ufs—arecda ad ware feat 1 
Wag Hey spr a ore, wal fear af are fat S11 
N ae RA v, fret SA oa cig fern ÈI 
aikaaa uRa! uRat city, seed fof DB aay fear B1 12011 


Verse no. 2/20—‘I have realised (or have come to the conclusion) that the queen (who 
sent them to exile) is a great fool; her heart is harder than stone or Vajra (the weapon of 
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Indra which is considered the hardest material in existence). The king also forgot what 
was right or wrong, for he lent his ears to a woman. Oh! Their image is so enchanting and 
captivating for the mind, the mind is so much in thrall of their sight that one wonders how 
their kin and dear ones survive in their absence? Oh friends! They are worthy of being 
kept constantly within sight. We wonder why then have they been sent to exile?’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/21— 


eat Ger, 3z-aig Aaa, Raoa are, fests ate 
da uzrea-aa a gereft sa-aroral ule wei 

weet mÈ m yar fad qe wt sal aq AÈ I 

Yea waaay Rr ul, wal, alae aRa! wae wr È IA 


Verse no. 2/21—Tulsidas says that Sita is asked by the village women-folk—‘He, who 
has matted hairs on his head, whose chest and arms are broad, eyes are red-coloured (like 
the colour of the rising sun at dawn) and eyebrows are curved, who appears so innocent 
and gentle on the forest path though he holds a bow, an arrow and a quiver, and who 
glances repeatedly and affectionately towards you, the whole sight being so enchanting 
that it attracts our minds and rivets our attention on him—say, oh dear friend, how is that 
dark-complexioned youth related to you? [The obvious reference is to Lord Ram.]’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/22— 


gle yer Va ymma- an È omat o Ho | 
RNR PR Aa, @ Ber focd Bass SA, HAHS Telli! 
geet afé ster até aa saoe Maag aici | 

3qzar-asrrat ae Sed Rori aA Foyer Hotel 1122 11 


Verse no. 2/22—On hearing the sweet-as-nectar words of village women, Sita understood 
that they were very clever. Therefore, (instead of speaking and replying directly to them) 
she blushed and gestured to them with a shy look on her face, glancing towards Sri Ram 
with slanting eyes (to explain the relationship), then smiled and moved on. [By her 
gestures Sita told the women that the youth they were referring to was her dear husband. ] 
Tulsidas says that at that moment, the sight of those women watching Lord Ram to the 
contentment of their eyes (i.e. to their heart’s content) appears as magnificent as the 
blossoming of the lotus buds into full flowers in the pond of love at the sight of the rising 
sun. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/23— 


af ez wé, ag, Ras ong, cel wort! yore wes 
wee oo Wa, a alg oe, Pg Aaa sma À AgI 
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gg ue aa yet Aat oa, sngaa we 0 wed 
geri aif va cof vad, gaat aRa way feu afe S112311 


Verse no. 2/23—Those women folk gathered courage and fortitude, and said to each 
other wistfully, ‘Oh gentle friend! Come, let’s go and see the place where they would 
spend the night. Even if the world accuses us of ulterior motives (i.e. cast aspersions on 
our character), it doesn’t really matter. Our eyes will get their benefit, and the ears will 
feel happy hearing their sweet talk, for they would surely talk with each other (even if 
they don’t talk with us).’ 

Tulsidas says that their eyes shut close due to intense (devotionally pure) love, and 
they were thrilled at ‘seeing’ the image of Lord Ram in their hearts. [By closing the eyes, 
they had literally shut the image of Lord Ram in their hearts.] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/24— 


u PAA, VIAN pA Berd wife AA conv! 
a: Wea, wry viel, mees- Blea Berl! 
foes eet well! ufaerag d geet fees at aa BR a uel 
Ue Aro sng fez ae Rag aAa gae Pree 112411 


Verse no. 2/24—[Those who were fortunate to see the magnificent and enchanting sight 
of Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman pass through the village road told other women who have 
not had the chance to see the beautiful once-in-a-lifetime sight—] ‘Oh friend! Today, two 
youths had gone this way, and they were accompanied by a lady who was as beautiful as 
the moon. Their feet were very soft, tender and delicate, and their dark and fair 
complexions looked glamorous as if putting to shame crores (millions) of Kamdeos. They 
had bow and arrow in their hands; their heads had matted hairs, and their magnificent and 
glorious eyes were like red-coloured lotus. Those who even glanced at them were so 
enamoured and enthralled at the sight that they could not divert their attention from them 
(i.e. they were virtually transfixed at their magnificent sight and their eyes were literally 
riveted to them).’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 2/25— 


Fates, paana Ag, AA- aeff ares 

waa werd waa wract—onz feat, cer Roe ae 1 

geen sè qa, S sq we, stare fee ost fares! 

wre aif wet aor! af at ag aefe g am aa AÈ 12511 


Verse no. 2/25—‘Their faces and eyes were beautiful like the lotus, and the eyebrows 
were curved like the bow of Kamdeo. They had most handsome and tender bodies of dark 
and fair complexion respectively. They were youthful, their heads were adorned with 
matted hairs, a quiver was tied around their waists, and they had a bow and arrow in their 
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hands. Oh friend! From the moment they suddenly glanced at me, how can I tell you, 
those two beautiful images (of Ram and Laxman) have found their abode in my heart, 
and they have completely taken over my mind and sub-conscious so much so that I am 
held in trance and am unable to shake their enchanting and captivating image off my 
memory.’ 


{Now we shall quote the following selected verses from Geetawali which shows the 
sense of great regret of those women-folk of the villages who could not see Ram, Sita and 
Laxman as they passed by, and now yearn for the divine sight which they doubt they will 
ever be fortunate to see again in their lives. } 


Geetawali: Raag Gauri: Verse no. 2/35— 


Ae d Aa RNA T | 

ura! afè mT gT fA Halex, ay Rya Àa AIT I 1l 
TA WY, PAR sae ax, Ura eT fA gee Y | 

piè yA- gA, Rn a, AAN, gA ETN II 21 
Jan a Aa gS, aA A AAA AN | 

Faaa AÈ aA AN-N, A a, PA, wet dat gI 311 
H mÀ i, Aa Aa Arad ae, PA FNN | 

gaem area wae As À, A A AII A 




















Verse no. 2/35—‘Oh Friend! I could not have a good look at the two attractive 
pedestrians along with the moon-faced lady who have gone by this path (1). 

Their eyes were like lotus, they were pleasantly teenaged, had a crown of matted 
hairs on their heads, had hermit-like clothes and quiver tied to their waists, and had a bow 
and an arrow in their hands. They had dark and fair complexions, and were naturally 
handsome, pretty, charming and glamorous (2). 

Their faces were attractive, they had broad chests and long arms as they had put 
crores (millions) of Kamdeo-cupids to shame by the virtue of the spectecular radiance 
and glamour of their bodies. I was dazzled (by the glare of their splendour and the charm 
of their beauty) on seeing them. I could not find out who they were and from where they 
had come (3). 

My heart has gone with them! The eyes are raining tears due to their 
remembrance. I have tried to reason with my mind and intellect (to be practical, and 
forget about them) but still I am eagerly desirous of seeing them at least once again. Now, 
this desire (yearning) can only be fulfilled by Him (the Lord God) who had brought them 
(Sri Ram, Laxman, Sita) here once, so that I could see them again.’ (4). 


Geetawali: Raag Gauri: Verse no. 2/36— 
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gh 7 fhe ate SR ders | 

waa WR, Geo Yax, Ua! arg gE facifest Hrs || 111 
arora GY, wT Ue, ofe gA ETN | 

ya Meig, Wa ST AAEN, A À aA AÈ TIT | 211 
maA Ay a, Ser RR, Haa swane | 
Geter 444g ARTA oa PR- | 1 3:1 














Verse no. 2/36—‘Oh Friend! Those brave mendicant travellers did not come back on this 
path again. Those two dark and fair princes were naturally pretty and charming. Can we 
ever see them once again?* (1). 

[*This is an excellent warning by Tulsidas to us—we get only one chance in the 
long chain of birth and death to find liberation from the shackles of this mundane, 
illusionary world. If we miss it, if we forego this golden opportunity to see or witness our 
Lord Sri Ram in this life, we will repent for all our lives and times to come. Sri Ram— 
symbolizing bliss, emancipation and salvation—will not come back to us. So beware!] 

Their lotus-like hands held a bow and arrow, while hermit-like clothes and a 
quiver adorned their waists. Their arms were long and their entire body was most 
attractive. Those parents who gave them birth are worthy of praise and honour (2). 

Tulsidas says that (for him) the Lord—whose face is like a winter's full moon, has 
matted hairs on the head, has eyes as beauteous as red lotus, and who can crush the pride 
and haughtiness of millions of Kamdeo-cupids—is ever present in the path of our (i.e. 
devotees like Tulsidas’ ) hearts. 

[The idea is that if one enshrines the Lord in one’s heart, one’s mind and one’s 
sub-conscious, if one remembers the divine story and the divine glories of the Lord at all 
moments of his life, then it is sure that he will not have to regret like these village women 
who had missed the chance to have a glimpse of the Lord as he walked down the path. 
Well, we might also not be able to see the Lord ourselves in the physical sense of the 
term, but at the ethereal level of the Spirit the soul should be completely imbued in the 
colour of love for the Lord. If this happens, the Lord will always be with us at all 
moments of our lives as we walk down the path of life from its beginning when the soul 
enters the body till the time it leaves it to find its emancipation and deliverance.] (3). 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 2/37— 





aA | ore dt gait 4, ura ei eff RIS | 
meld ay 8, He, Hel AA WAAR, 
aro & Geet fe we HT US 211 111 
amea faq fet at fade | 
fea R eR da ar aca wd, 
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aay og et wel wet 11 211 
Wao Reader P YYA, 

we fant pA gays nA I 
get fs aR de yar oe, 

JA è yea ae mÀ AIII 





Verse no. 2/37—‘Oh Friend! Ask someone where will these pedestrians go, from whence 
have they come, who are they, what is the name of these dark and fair complexioned 
princes, and will they return back after completion of their mission (in the forest) by this 
path or not? (1). 

They are growing in youthfulness, their bodies seem to be drenched in the colour 
of youth, they appear very pleasant and simple to look at, and those who behold their 
charm, beauty, glamour and magnificence are selling themselves free of cost (i.e. are held 
in thrall by them). The well-built and pretty daughter accompanying them steals (i.e. 
captivates, enchants and enthralls) the mind and intellect of the people by her mere 
glance. Wherever they go, they would bestow the benefit (fruit, reward) of possessing 
eyes to the people. [The people would feel lucky and glad that they saw them with their 
eyes, a sight which they would cherish in their lives, and the best sight they had ever seen 
or hope to see with their eyes in this life again.] (2).’ 

In this way, all the pretty-faced women-folk narrate the immensely marvelous 
stories of the pedestrian trio, Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita, as they wend their way through 
the path of the countryside leading to the forest. Tulsidas asserts that those who involve 
their mind and intellect in these divine stories (of Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita on the path 
to the forest) are as lucky and privileged as those women-folk of the wayside villages and 
hamlets who had had the privilege of seeing them first hand (3).” 


{The next verse describes how the people are anxious to hear about any news of Lord 
Ram and his companions Sita and Laxman. The news however had spread across the land 
like wild-fire, with people talking about them everywhere. Some wondered, some were 
simply dumbstruck, and some prophesised. } 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 2/41— 





oad Ree ae ART AVA, 
Ura Usd, aA a gA ae FI 

aaa TY at DR, Heil ae fees, 

hel pe We, UT HS A He Hel V1 111 
we oe, franc foc ado de 

wagen oR gd, aa WA FI 
gA, ma agia stad F, 

eet À ws, oft faenc fora aA Èl 21l 
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WORE, A CHASM, 

amA Aarna, ga Arri È | 
aiarR dRa flere m Tean, 

PRA yda or, wa, set S11 31 | 
BART eR PA, 

AR fark cet oet ort we È | 
WR dia ae, sere genie SoM, 

Ra A è NA mA TA ÈI AI 























Verse no. 2/41—Ever since Sri Ram and Laxman, accompanied by Sita, had gone ahead 
through this path, there is no information about them. Whether they returned to Ayodhya, 
climbed the Vindhyachal mountains or went somewhere else—no one has said anything 
about it (i.e. no one is certain where they have gone) (1). 

Some say that they have erected a thatched hut on the banks of river Mandakini 
near Chitrakoot and have taken up dwelling there—this is probably very true. It is heard 
that Bharat is coming to try and seek rapprochement and reconciliation, but the end result 
depends on what the creator has in his mind (2). 

The king (Dasrath) proved himself true to his words (by keeping his vows and 
dying for it); now it is the turn of Sri Raghunath (Lord Ram) to keep his words for he is 
an expert in upholding the sanctioned code of conduct (Dharma) and is an ocean of 
truthfulness. Hence, he would wander in the forest for fourteen years on foot, and in the 
process would make the mountains, the lakes, the rivers and the earth purified and 
sanctified by the steps of holy foot and the auro of his divine presence (3). 

Wherever there are sages, hermits, seers, Gods, saints and mendicants who are 
finding themselves in difficulties due to any cause will now be redeemed by him (Sri 
Ram), and having done so he would go back to his capital city (Ayodhya). Besides them, 
he would also redeem and provide liberation and deliverance (from the fetters of this 
mundane world, the cycle of birth and death, and their accompanying miseries and 
tribulations) to servants who, like Tulsidas, have diligently held on to the virtues of 
simplicity and humility. [Sri Ram has a special tender feeling towards the humble, 
simple, meek, weak, lowly and downtrodden class of people. So, by possessing these 
qualities, Tulsidas is assured of getting Lord Ram's special attention, grace, compassion, 
mercy and benevolence.] (4).” 


The Barvai Ramayan, verse nos. 22-23, and 26 narrate how the people who lived in the 
villages and hamlets lying on the way react when they saw Lord Ram, Laxman and Sita 
winding their way on the road to the forest— 





OS GE A ARMA SR a HIS | 
ars me Aera ga ag FART als | [22 1 | 
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22-[Seeing Sri Ram and Laxman on the forest path—] Some say that they are the sages 
Nar and Narayan themselves. Others say that they are Lords Vishnu and Shiva 
respectively. And still others say that Kamdeo-cupid (personified as Lord Ram) and 
Basant (the spring season personified as Laxman) are wandering in the forest. 





gett ag ata faetoa oR sar | 
WA OT H BI A SSIS A | 123 | | 


23-Tulsidas says that the intellect of the wayside residents (of the forest path i.e. 
peasants, villagers, tribal people, and other travellers who happened to meet them) 
became tired of guessing about who they actually were. They could not find any other 
God etc. who can be compared to the (most enchanting and incomparably beautiful) 
image of Sri Ram and Laxman (as they wend their path to the forest). 





maa pela WA PAA TS | 
AR aAa Be wolfe fat exaTg | 126 1 





26-[The village women folk watch Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita going down the forest path 
and say—] 'Oh Gentle Friend! The lotus has thorns whereas their feet are softer than its 
petals. Not only this, the flower shrivels in the night while they are perennially blooming 
(fresh, tender and soft).' [Here, the feet of Sri Ram, Sita and Laxman are compared to a 
lotus flower. ] 


{Now, let us move on with the story. Lord Ram arrived in the hermitage of sage Valmiki 
and then moved on to reach a place called Chitrakoot where he made a temperory abode 
to live for some time. It was here that Bharat came to try and please the Lord and take 
him back to Ayodhya. } 


Arrival of Lord Ram at Valmiki's Ashram: Ram Charit Manas 


SST TA M ÀA YE AA MAA WY BATT | (2/124/5) 
HA he TH dead Sree! smears fama StVT 11 (2/125/1) 


Taking in and enjoying the various sights of beautiful woods, rivers, mountains etc. that 
fell on the way, the Lord next arrived at sage Valmiki's Ashram. He prostrated before the 
sage who blessed the Lord (2/124/5, 2/125/1). 


The Barvai Ramayan describes the Lord’s visit to Valmiki’s hermitage in verse no. 27. It 
clearly asserts that Lord Ram is Lord Vishnu personified, while Laxman is a 
manifestation of Sheshnath— 


142 





a yo OR eR gR YeX sy | 
Uh UH oY afeAT GAR GT | (27 || 


27-The sage Valmiki said, 'The beautifully attired Raghubar (Sri Ram) is a two-armed 
manifestation of Lord Vishnu, while Laxman is another legendary Shesh-nath with a 
single tongue. [Shesh-nath has a thousand hoods and as many tongues or fangs. Laxman 
is a manifestation of this legendary serpent, but in a human form he has only one tongue 
instead of the thousand tongues of Shesh-nath. Lord Vishnu rests on the coiled back of 
this serpent as it floats on the surface of the celestial ocean of milk known as the Kshir- 
sagar. It is also believed that Shesh-nath supports the earth from below on its hood.] 


Departure of Lord Ram from Valmiki's Ashram : Ram Charit Manas 


are fart sift fear ais ares | fers SIAR Bled TE STS 15 

aè A SRR TA ga MA TY A HES HIT FATAL 16 [2/126/5-6] 
He APT FAS WAPCAAH | SAT Hes GTA TaaTTH | 12 
Frage fi axe Pa! Te GER Fa if FAL! 13 [2/132/2-3] 


Lord Ram asked sage Valmiki to guide him to the place where he could go along with 
Sita and Laxman (2/126/5) and reside for some time after constructing a dwelling hut of 
grass and leaves (2/126/6). The sage replied—‘Listen oh Lord of the Solar race! I shall 
tell you a delightful and comfortable place under the present circumstances (2/132/2). 
There is a hill called Chirtakoot; you will find it very convenient for your stay (2/132/3). 
So you must go and live there.’ 


Lord Ram's sojourn at Chitrakoot: Ram Charit Manas 


qe- Rage nèm aa wet Hera ag | 
ars qe ata a fea AA aS AE! (2/132) 
TR HES CRIT AE S| ANE HE SAF ST TE! | 
ST HS CSA SS SATA | Ae farcitfes TS GO WAT 15 
TAS UA FY Sas STAT Tet Ble BX Tas WAT | 16 
Set PMT AT AT SC Th WS TA AST GOTT 17 [2/133/1, 5-7] 


After the great sage Valmiki described the infinite glory of Chitrakoot, the two brothers 
along with Sita came there and bathed in the sacred river Payaswini (Gupt Godavari) 
(2/132). Thereafter, Lord Ram asked Laxman to survey the area and find a spot where 
they can erect a dwelling (hut). At his instructions (request), Laxman surveyed the area 
and found a spot (where a small stream went like a bow and merged with the main river), 
and they decided to select that space for residence (1,5). When the Gods came to know 
that Lord Ram had selected a pleasant site, they took their main architect (Vishwakarma) 
and proceeded to Chitrakoot (6) in the form of forest tribes (Kol, Bhil), and erected a 
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beautiful hut of grass and leaves for the Lord to live as comfortably as was possible under 
the circumstances (2/133/1, 5-7). 


{The beauty of Chitrakoot has been elaborately described by Tulsidas in Geetawali from 
verse nos. 2/43 to 2/50, and briefly in Barvai Ramayan in verse nos. 43-44. Here for the 
purpose of our narration, we will quote the Barvai Ramayan’s two verses as well as some 
of the selected verses from Geetawali to enjoy the beauty of the place where our Lord 
spent some happy days of his tumultuous fourteen years of exile in the forest. } 


Barvai Ramayan— 





fase va dk a Yds ITI 


oe 3A Ra Yrs Geers | 143 || 


43-To stay under any tree along the banks of the river Payaswani (also known as river 
Mandakani) in Chitrakoot is akin to living under the Kalpa Tree (the all wish-fulfilling 
tree of the gods in the heaven). Tulsidas addresses himself and says—'Oh my mind, 
intellect and heart. You should always remember (submerge yourself in the thoughts of) 
Laxman, Sri Ram and Sita. ' 
[Note—Laxman is put in the first place, meaning that stoic, single-minded pursuit 
of devotion, service, unflinching loyalty, ability to put the Lord's work and the 
Lord on a superior pedestal than any and all the rest of the things in this world, 
including self-interest, is more praise worthy and worth emulation than the Lord 
himself. Laxman here stands for the living being who is advised by the instance of 
Laxman as how to have devotion for the Supreme Lord and how to serve him 
with immense faith. 

Sita is in the third place—or the third corner of the equilateral triangle— 
symbolizing the sort of affection, love, endearment and yearning one should have 
for the Lord. Sita represents the cosmic Maya (the power of the Supreme Lord 
create delusions). 

Sri Ram himself represents the Supreme Being. In an equilateral triangle, all 
sides and angles are equal—symbolizing no difference between the three of them, 
but at the same time by putting Sri Ram in the centre, Tulsidas implies that the 
Lord is the apex of that triangle. But that ‘apex’ rests on the two essential corners 
represented by Laxman and Sita. This triangle can be turned on any of its limbs, 
but the shape would always be the same. The name that one assigns to any such 
triangle, such as the corners A, B or C, are just for the purpose of understanding 
and analysis, but essentially there is no difference between any of them. 

In other words, the Supreme Being known as Brahm in the Upanishads and as 
Lord Vishnu in the Purans, the Jiva who is the living being born in this world, and 
Maya that creates this world on the inspiration of the Lord, are all linked to one 
another. The creation must have all of them to be complete and be known as the 
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‘creation and the living world’. Just like the triangle would cease to exist if any of 
its sides or angles are removed, this creation would cease to exist if any of the 
three elements that constitute it are removed from the scene. The author hopes 
that the spiritual and metaphysical import of this triangle sinks in the mind and 
heart of the reader. ] 


Geetawali: Raag Chanchari: Verse no. 2/43— 





fase afte fafa, ga aa, ale ales, 
aa waka waa Hoare | 

UT Ge TAI A, APATA, 

aa ait aavan faea—afett | | 11 
RAR Te Gs IG, Wedd Hews BM, 

pda SA ore PeT | 
ay fees a ma, IRA AAAI, 

Sra SN fT RT erR I 211 
ax flere UA aS Ulex Woh WAR 

oer gk UR yg | 
CHIT AI QA SR GU At HT Ale 

ae He tod & afer afer) 31 
fadad afr aol, Id fio dk dh, 

FSA apip Wma- da dfai | 
SRA Wal APN, YRA aa JANET, 

A A AA A SAPAR | 41 | 









































Verse no. 2/43—Chitrakoot is very strange, most enchanting, fabulous and marvelous. Its 
forest is very pleasant and the land is extremely holy and pure. There is a divine and holy 
river named “Payaswini’ (another name of Mandakini) flowing there, a river which is so 
holy that it is able to destroy all sins and the evil effects of unrighteousness and 
misdemeanours. It is the place where Lord Ram, who is appealing and pleasing to the 
eyes of all the creatures in this world, resides along with his younger brother (Laxman). 
Sita, who is revered and adored by the world and is like a jewel among women, stays to 
his (Lord Ram's) left. [According to Hindu custom, a wife always stays on the left hand 
side of her husband. ] (1). 

Numerous exalted hermits live there freely, without any sort of mental fear or 
bodily agitation. They not only compose melodious hymns in honour of the Lord as well 
as adulatory songs extolling and lauding the glories of the Lord but also sing them 
cheerfully in melodious and sweet voice themselves. Those hermits sing the verses of the 
Vedas with great respect and according to established norms and standards for such 
chanting or singing. They sacrifice (offer) all their wealth, honour and life on the Lord 
(Sri Ram). [That is, they offer all that they have to Lord Ram as they would do to their 
worshipped deity.] The rivers have swift currents and they make splashing and gurgling 
sound as they pour water in the form of various water-falls (2). 
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The women folk of the (surrounding) villages sacrifice themselves at the 
magnificent and most enchanting sight of Lord Ram (i.e. are enthralled and captivated by 
the sight of Lord Ram) who walks barefoot among the trees of “Pandar’ (the Balsam plant 
with yellow flowers), ‘Champak’ (the Magnolia flower plant), and ‘Chanar’ (or Kachnar, 
the tree Bambinia Variegata, the flowers of which are used as vegetables). It appears that 
all the beauty, glamour and enchantment associated with the term ‘youth’ are being cast 
in a new mould in the form of the majestic view of the Lord. The deer (i.e. animals) and 
swans (i.e. birds) are euphoric and cheerfull as they move around excitedly, while the 
male and female species of the black/bumble-bee are buzzing and humming around 
sweetly (3). 

Sitting in their own hermitages in Chitrakoot, the various hermits and sages who 
transfix their attention on the thoughts and the divine sight of Lord Ram and Sita 
represent the Chakor birds (Indian red-legged partridge) which sits in its perch and gazes 
constantly and without interruption at the enchanting sight of the full moon, accompanied 
by its beautiful and enchanting light, that rises in the clear sky during the winter season in 
Chitrakoot. [Here, the sages and the hermits who live in the dense forest of Chitrakoot 
and spend their time meditating and contemplating on Lord Ram’s divine form and name 
are like the Chakor birds. The beautiful and enchanting sight of Lord Ram is like the full 
moon, and the equally enchanting sight of Sita accompanying him and giving the Lord an 
aura of glamour and magnificence is like the rays of the moon. The forest of Chitrakoot 
where the Lord moves about is like the sky where the full moon moves from one end of 
the sky to another in the night.] 

Tulsidas also fixes his gaze on the divine sight of Lord Ram and Sita, and 
enthusiastically applauds them most cheerfully, saying, ‘Hail Raghunandan (Lord Ram) 
and Hail Janaknandini (Sita)! Glory to both of you! (4). 


Geetawali: Raag Malaar: Verse no. 2/50— 





wa fea Aane Ael AMT | 

Ried w AAs AR a FA agl 
ager gt wun, Reg Aa A Ma 
J y caw Ra wo PA YA DMI R2 
Wed BA wee yg Aa g AÀ yR | 

mg aR da Aaroa AfA gA N 3 
Ren mwa mae, AA -A A DA PA R | 
mR Re AER aft mà so è aa R TIA 
vet Ut fata Rea saa aa aA aT | 

ma meaa RRA RAA Ae sh sil) 511 
HbA fad seq aR aR aR aR wa as 
go wea ypa- ga À A AS TS IlG] 
































Verse no. 2/50—The mountains of Chitrakoot always look most fascinating, pleasant and 
appealing. With the onset of the rainy season, the mind and heart becomes very eager to 
see it (because of its magnificent, fabulous and stupendous beauty) (1). 
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Surrounding it on all the four sides are forests laden with flowers and fruits. The 
fearless and happy chirping of birds and the clamour of animals roaming around in those 
forests appears to resemble the happy and contented subjects of a noble and benevolent 
king who are enjoying all types of comforts, pleasures and prosperity in the capital city as 
well as other parts of the realm during his prosperous reign (2). 

Dark clouds rumbling softly over mountain tops having different hues and shades 
of colour (because their rocks have different constituents elements and shapes, reflecting 
light in different ways) look as magnificent as the celestial lotus (from which the creator 
Brahma emerged in the beginning of creation) which is being served by the gods, sages 
and hermits in the form of the black bees who flock around this lotus. [The mountain 
peaks are the multi-coloured petals of lotus from which the creator Brahma was created, 
the rumbling of the clouds is the buzzing and humming of the bees, the colours of the 
rocks are like the hermits and sages attired in different coloured robes who had assembled 
to show their respect to this divine lotus, and the divine ambience of the whole 
environment represent the Gods who had assembled there to offer their obeisance to this 
divine lotus.] (3). 

When the rows of cranes sitting on the peaks of these mountains and hill tops are 
seen in the background of the dark clouds in the sky as well as the clouds that embrace 
these peaks and tops themselves, this sight of exceptional beauty is described by an 
expert poet as one which resembles the scene of the legendary Boar (who is one of the 
many incarnations of Lord Vishnu) who had emerged from the ocean with the earth held 
on his snout between the pair of white teeth. [Here, the mountains are the ‘Boar’, the row 
of cranes is the ‘white teeth’, and the dark clouds are the ‘earth’.] (4). 

In the clean puddles formed in the hollows of rocks and boulders, the reflection of 
the sky and the forest is like the mysterious creation called the Universe (or world) which 
is seen in (or is contained in) every part of the body of the ‘Viraat Purush’. [The word 
‘Viraat’ means huge, large, big, colossal, all-encompassing, while the word ‘Purush’ 
means the primary and primordial Male of creation. The phrase ‘Viraat Purush’ refers to 
the invisible, all-encompassing macrocosmic form of the Supreme Lord from whom this 
whole universe is said to have been revealed, and each pore of this Lord’s macrocosmic 
body is said to harbour countless worlds.] (5). 

Tulsidas says that waterfalls full of crystal clear water cascade down to merge 
with the river Mandakini below as if all the good deeds and their attendent happiness 
pursue those who follow the path of devotion for Lord Ram (6).” 


{Meanwhile, Ayodhya wore a desolate look without Lord Ram. Tulsidas has poignantly 
narrated the woeful scene through the eyes and words of Kaushalya, Lord Ram’s mother, 
in Geetawali, verse nos. 2/51 and 2/54 as follows—} 


Geetawali: Raag Sorath: Verse no. 2/51— 
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Seer AR, sie Gl, ATS | 

ei a ge dedi yar Weel! 11! 
Po fot gan Rea wo | 
A aAa Wa art PR AÀ gag a Sil 2ll 
gai at a REN N n Al gA Arar ”? | 
geri mg meya N che 4 wes RIISI 











Verse no. 2/51— [Extremely remorseful and contrite on separation from her beloved son 
Sri Ram, mother Kaushalya expresses her sense of profound anguish and deep sorrow to 
another old woman and laments as follows—] 'Oh Mother! Today's dawn looks diffirent 
to me. [This line indicates that it is the day following the one in which Sri Ram proceeded 
to his exile.] Neither the singing of the Vedas nor the voices of royal bards and heralds 
are heard at the palace gates today, sounds that used to please the sages and seers and 
were pleasant for the ears to hear. [It was customary that royal bards and singers used to 
recite the hymns of the Vedas and other scriptures near the royal palace. But from the day 
Lord Ram had gone to the forest, a thick pall of gloom and hopelessness had descended 
upon the city. No one had the inclination or the interest to sing anything and chant the 
hymns in an atmosphere of overriding grief and mental agony. This is what Kaushalya is 
alluding to.] (1). 

Even my daughter-in-laws who are endowed with beauty, charm, virtues and 
magnificence have not come out of their husband's places, and with Sita in the lead, have 
not come to take my blessings (or pay respects to me as they used to do daily previously) 
(2). 

Today, Sri Raghubar (Sri Ram) has not smilingly asked me, ‘Oh Mother! Where 
is mother Sumitra?’ Alas! It seems my immense good fortune and profound joys and 
happiness were too much for the creator to bear. [So the creator snatched my happiness 
from me by creating a situation whereby my beloved son Ram was sent to exile in the 
forest with my equally dear daughter-in-law Sita and my dear son Laxman. He was 
jealous of my happiness and luck, and out of malice and envy he snatched my peace and 
happiness from me by sending Sri Ram, Laxman, Sita to exile.] (3). 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/54— 





ore Ua aH AAA gA I 

qa ag Apa AA pwa, Ra Ra uft ga gril iii 
gard mafia we Wax yA | 

ait gaa afd Ya wale pa aR- N 211 
mH Wd Wa wes Aa whe ager, as || 
RAIA Gad et oe as a gill 
AA dt facfa wet faRi—aree, ay ct aa ufearar| 

aed fats aR aa4 Wael Fed A CVA UTI! 411 
geahtert ae gue car ale, aed fare FART | 

gR ot a aR au fay eofia wor A 711 511 
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Verse no. 2/54—Whenever mother Kaushalya sees the vacant house, she becomes 
emotionally very upset, agitated and extremely distraught. Her sorrow, anguish and 
agonies are increasing day by day (1). 

She recalls the childish pranks and frolicking of Sri Ram when the Lord was a 
child; his childhood days and their memories are so pleasant and enchanting that they 
captivate the mind and heart of sages, seers and hermits. She is further tormented by the 
thought of Sri Ram's lotus-like, soft and delicate feet which were fit only for the floor of 
the royal palace. [Sri Ram was not accustomed to walk barefoot on hard, stony, thorny, 
rough ground. When the mother thinks of the pain and difficulties that Sri Ram will have 
to cope with while walking in the forest, her agonies, anguish and sorrows know no 
bounds.] (2). 

[Recalling Lord Ram’s childhood days, she addresses the same old lady 
companion and laments woefully—] 'Oh Mother! Who will now run away from me 
annoyed at the breakfast getting late as soon as it is day dawns, and whom will I embrace 
on seeing tears rolling down from his blue lotus-like eyes? (3). 

If I live now, I will have to cope with the sorrows and agonies day and night, 
while if I die, I will have the regret that I could not see Ram's face to my heart's content 
before he went to the forest (4). 

This is a very perplexing and wretched situation; it’s a very grave agony of 
separation. Who is there in this world who can remove my huge sorrows, agonies and 
tribulations without the extreme grace and kindness of the Lord? [That is, my sorrows 
and agonies can only be removed if the Lord himself wants. It however seems 
insurmountable for me.] (5).” 


{ Now, let’s come back to the point where the charioteer, Sumantra, was told by the Lord 
to return to Ayodhya. He came back with a heavy heart and crestfallen as if he has lost 
everything in this world. } 


Minister and Charioteer Sumantra's return to Ayodhya: Ram Charit Manas 


HOS TA TA TAY UTA | BAS GAT Brae FSH stay 11 [2/142/4] 
Ja gi Aaaa ga A | feet stort caste farsa 11 [2/144/3] 
tod UR aise GEA | TT ARS TR SA TE 113 

AS Aen a Rag Tater | Bis Aa Ta AANE TAT 114 

Tay Wag Ars SIAR | Vs aa g Ra FAR 115 [2/147/3-5] 


The story of Lord Ram's departure for the forest has been told so far. Now let's hear how 
Sumantra, the charioteer, came back to Ayodhya (to report the matter to king Dasrath) 
(2/142/4). 

He was struck with grief and full of lamentations as he wailed, ‘Cursed is this life 
without Lord Ram.’ (2/144/3). 
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At Ayodhya, he hesitated to enter the city by daylight as if he has murdered his 
own guru (teacher), a Brahmin (some holy man) and cows (2/147/3). So he spent the day 
under a tree, and got an opportunity to enter the city after twilight, in the dark (4). He left 
the chariot at the gate and stealthly entered the palace compound (5) [2/147/3-5]. 


{As soon as Dasrath heard that Lord Ram, Laxman and Sita did not come back but went 
ahead to the forest, he laments gravely and was so shocked and overcome with grief that 
shortly after the return of Sumantra he died. } 


King Dasrath's death: Ram Charit Manas 


Ty FAA Cs Sl Ce | ISA HS AIK FA Te II 

fed ae Fam] Sart | Gea Us Fat AR are 112 

TH HAA HE VA TA | He TITY TST AT 113 

am tf fee safe ere | Fad Shas APSA Se SMT 114 [2/149/1-4] 


King Dasrath embraced Sumantra tightly as if a drowning man has laid his hands on 
some float or a life-buoy (1). He seated him near himself and asked with his eyes full of 
tears (2), ‘Friend, apprise me of Ram's welfare; where are Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita? 
(3). Did you bring them back or did they proceed to the forest?’ 

Hearing these sorrowful words, tears welled-up in the eyes of the minister (Sumantra) 
(4). [2/149/1-4]. 

[Note : Sumantra's silence and tears were enough for Dasrath to realise that Ram 

has not come back. ] 


ae UA A FR A Ph A mM afew | 
qa eR En AR WS TIS RAT 11 [Doha 2/155.] 


When the king realised that the Lord hasn’t come back, he cried "Ram, Ram" repeatedly, 
and cast-off his mortal body in the agony of Lord Ram's separation and went to the abode 
of the Gods (i.e. he died) (Doha 2/155). 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/56— 


Get oa feR yia p m| 

pie pa, uA A gA Rra S Ial 
da wa A aft eed, JI Soa n ANI 
ara-ca A a pa Pg, eR ol Aa RII 2l 
JA a apa ga Aa, gaa ye MSTI 

Ta yA ud we A RA e AII 3I 
getters wy of Ag af =a arr R | 
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a wg off wal aah, oq ced Ae fama 41! 


Verse no. 2/56—When the king (Dasrath) heard that Sumantra has come back to 
Ayodhya, then eagerly desirous of finding out what news or information he has brought 
back concerning the ‘Lord of his soul’ (i.e. Sri Ram), he rushed forward anxiously to 
meet him (1). 

Then, seeing the minister (Sumantra) falling at his feet full of remorse and 
emotionally upset, the king lifted him and clasped him to his bosom; and the minister, 
too, seeing the miserable and wretched condition of the king, did not say a word about the 
message that Hari (Sri Ram) had sent (2). 

(So overwhelmed and distressed was Dasrath with sorrows, regrets, remorse and 
lamentation that—) He could not ask about the welfare of his son (Sri Ram) because he 
was full of remorse and contrition and regretted that the creator has kept him alive to hear 
of the news of his dear son's separation—it was a curse for him (3). 

Tulsidas adds that the king began to feel extremely contrite and remorseful. He 
lamented woefully—‘Regarding me as being stone-hearted and stern or loveless, it is 
proper and fit that the Lord (Ram) has forsaken me’. And then, crying and wailing in a 
most distraught manner, he wept, calling out the Lord’s name repeatedly—‘Oh Raghupati 
(Ram)’—as he fell to the ground (i.e. fainted) as if a fish has been taken out of the water 


(4).” 


Geetawali: Raag Gauri: Verse no. 2/59— 


axa WS AAA SAA | 

Weed, Fs gat 4 aid, fas’ Hues 111 
wa et ofe df aR-ge FY ot al aq oI 
arg RR aR at aft fea GAA 4st BAM! 211 
wa yaa fare—safe cf oil wel ve or 

dt fife og wast wa, ace el Mot OM! 31! 
WH WY sore ef ofa, ays fea sac | 

gaem dq af xwygufa fea fear 9a RTIA 























Verse no. 2/59—The abode of mercy, compassion, benevolence and grace, Sri Ram, has 
been separated from him—this has caused immense perplexity, mental agony, anguish, 
sorrows and distress to Dasrath so much so that he is unable to speak; he broods in 
contrition and grief, ‘Ah! When I called him (Sri Ram) and, under the influence (or a 
wicked spell) of a woman (Kaikeyi), I told him to go to the forest instead of anointing 
him as prince regent—at that time, he had obeyed my orders (literally, kept my words 
over his head as if in great reverence and honour) and had gone to the forest cheerfully, 
without a trace of regret or unhappiness or anger, as if he (Ram) was proceeding to his 
own home. If I keep myself alive during the period of separation (extending to fourteen 
years of Ram's exile), it would violate or breach the high standards needed to have love 
and affection for someone who is extremely dear. Besides this, I will have to bear the 
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ignominy and hear derogatory, defamatory remarks with my own ears (i.e. I'll have to 
bear with infamy for ever). (1-3). 

‘Alas! I am still alive inspite of Sri Ram going away from here’—thinking thus, 
his heart became distressful and utterly miserable and woeful. Tulsidas says that at that 
moment he left his mortal coil (the mortal physical body, i.e. he died) to prove (establish) 
his (deep and abiding) love and affection for Sri Raghupati (Sri Ram) for all times to 
come). [That is, by dying in the sorrow of Lord Ram’s separation, king Dasrath washed 
away the ignominy and the degradation that his act of sending the Lord to the forest had 
brought to him unwittingly. He had proved that he was driven by fate to do what he was 
forced to do, but he should not be treated as being a willing conspirator in the Lord’s 
forest exile and the suffering through which he had to undergo there. By his death king 
Dasrath proved that he did love Lord Ram sincerely and most deeply, but he had to 
accept the will of providence and fate against which he had no control or the power to 
resist or oppose it.] (4).” 


{At that time, Bharat was in his maternal uncle’s place. When Dasrath died, a messenger 
was sent to bring him back to Ayodhya. } 


Arrival of Bharat: Ram Charit Manas 


de area AR FT Ty WT | Set Sens TA Sta ATT I | 
ag ST er Ul STE | TT UPS hag Hee Sia rE || 2 
US HES WI TA TE | WL TeMs WSAS SIS MS 113 [2/157/1-3] 


Dasrath's dead body was kept in a boat (i.e. a large trough) filled with oil (to prevent 
decomposition), and then Vashistha called the royal messengers (1) and ordered them 
‘Run quickly to Bharat; but do not let anyone know the fate of King Dasrath (that he has 
died) (2). Just go and tell Bharat only this much that his Guru (i.e. sage Vashistha) has 
called him back to Ayodhya very urgently.’ (3) [2/157/1-3]. 


we Pas ay aa ais | Ue fae seg aR ASR 113 
SR AR TR Gant | tele Huila Baa FANT 114 [2/158/3-4] 


As Bharat rushed to Ayodhya, each passing moment appeared like a year to him (3). As 
he entered the city, evil omens occured to him—such as the crows who cawed in ominous 
ways at the most undesirable of places (4). [2/157/3-4]. 


Bharat's Lamentations and expression of Shock and Distress: Ram Charit Manas 


cee are fate a ITS | oh Beats Fe TY ARS 112 
Gad Ae AT farses PHT | TY TEAS HR Heh Arey 113 
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OTe Tet St Met Gt | oe are SaTepPer AT 114 
qe- aR ARS g aa Baa Ta a TÀ | 
Sq HITS Sites fore afew TS AR a \| [Chaupai lines 2/160/2-4, Doha 160.] 


On seeing her son (Bharat), Kaikeyi boasted that she had made all arrangments conducive 
to making Bharat the king, but Gods have marred and interfered with the plans a little, 
and the king has expired (2). On hearing this, Bharat was overcome with grief like an 
elephant who has become afraid at the lion's roar (3). Crying “Oh father’, he fell down, 
lamenting and grieving immensely (4). But when he finally learnt about Lord Ram's exile 
to the forest, he forgot his father. And when he realised that he was the root cause of all 
this mischief and the upheaval that has rocked his family and the kingdom, he was 
stunned, stupefied and dumbfounded [Chaupai lines 2/160/2-4, Doha 160]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/60— 


ta d ai ae gee wat 1? 

Wa Sg A’, Ho A He et gaa cal, H 11 
ferat-ae, fat SIF, A-A-A ME | 

Å | Lt 2 at ra sA, Afa SR ARTNR ? 112 

d afa ya mg A, ga RR wa aT 

e-hes HA-JA, HARA qa Ag PA PÈN ? 113 

Aè m, ged wa eae, a sete A af | 
qaen AA ae Gra 2, Ta alfa fate a 114 [2/60] 


Verse no. 2/60—Vehemently scolding and taking to task his mother, Bharat tells her, ‘Oh 
You wretched woman! How could you utter the harsh words 'Ram go to the forest’? How 
could your heart be so cruel? (1) Oh, I was so fortunate that I got birth in the Solar-race, 
had king Dasrath as a father and Ram-Laxman as brothers. And for mother, I got you 
(How shameful it is for me)! What can I say for I'm utterly ashamed of myself (2). Who 
else but you could have thought that your son would wear the crown and rule, and you 
would be honoured as Queen-mother (3)? Lord Ram shall come back, the people shall be 
happy once more, and God will forgive me—but what about you? How will you spend 
the rest of your days after such an ignoble and detestable deed? (4). [2/60]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/61— 


ad ef ea 4 gua del 

wart sx ard wre far @ fefe Fel! 111 
ge gee uta waft, oes ong fofe ay) 
fas—arefidg afta fag! art Aea a AIIN 
ad A a yR wa wad HA AI 

dt det aed, ag! yf wie—udife oer af 711 31 
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ag fae Ueto gf ya mana | 
geet ayy RR pea M Ofer 41 


Verse no. 2/61—[Bharat is seething with anger and is full of remorse; he severely 
reprimands his mother—] “The creator has made (forced) me take birth from the (womb 
of) one whose heart is opposed (or is malicious) towards Sri Ram, that is why I cannot 
blame you (because it is the creator’s fault that he made my your son). [Bharat tells 
Kaikeyi that he is absolutely and extremely ashamed to be her son. It would have been 
better if he was not born at all.] (1). 

See! The moon is called the brother of poison and liquor (or harmful intoxicants) 
though its mere sighting calms down all types of torments and heats (i.e. the mere sight of 
the moon is very soothing and comforting for the agitated nerves), though it is so very 
enchanting and beautiful, though it is a provider of comfort and solace, though it is cool 
and soothing, and though it is regarded as a receptacle of Amrit (elixir; nectar)! [It means 
that inspite of having such good and graceful characteristics; the moon still faces infamy 
and disgrace for no fault of its own. The moon is called a ‘brother of poison and liquor’ 
because all the three were born at the time of the legendary churning of the ocean by the 
Gods and demons.] It is true that relations cannot be washed (or wished) off so easily (2). 

If Sri Ram—who is the most exalted among gentlemen and noble persons—had 
not resided in the heart of all, then oh mother, considering your wicked deeds, how could 
he have had affection and endearment left for me in his heart? [Sri Ram knows that I am 
not a party to your conspiracy and nefarious designs. That is why I am sure his love and 
affection for me still remains the same inspite of your horrific misdemeanours, your 
malicious, capricious, short-sighted evil deeds.]’ (3). 

Tulsidas says that hearing these most sweet, pleasant, truthful and honest words of 
Bharat, words that were imbued in love and affection, and recognizing his deep reverence 
for Sri Ram, the Gods, the humans and the congregation of hermits and sages lauded 
Bharat by saying ‘Sadhu-Sadhuw’ (truly holy and truthful), and praised his integrity, his 
sense of probity and propriety, and his love for Lord Ram. [This is a form of exclamation 
‘Sadhu Sadhu’ means ‘saintly, truthful, honest and pure’. It means here that they 
applauded what Bharat had said, and endorsed it as being a honest and truthful 
statement. ] (4).” 


{After some time passed, a meeting was called. All the ministers and courtiers 
assembled, as well as the chief citizens of Ayodhya, and the meeting was presided over 
by sage Vashistha. They were of the unanimous view that Bharat should accept the crown 
till Lord Ram does not come back from the forest because the throne cannot be allowed 
to remain vacant. But Bharat was unmoved—he flatly refused, saying that instead of this 
he would prefer to go to the forest and try to persuade Lord Ram to come back. 

This decision of Bharat made him dear to the masses instantly. They had expected 
that he would accept the throne and thought that he was a part to the conspiracy hatched 
by his mother Kaikeyi. The refusal of Bharat to accept the crown that rightfully belonged 
to his elder brother Ram made Bharat remembered in history as a shining example of 


154 


brotherhood, renunciation, dispassion, propriety, righteousness, morality and ethical 
conduct that became a hallmark of these virtues in the realm of history. } 


Refusal of Bharat to accept the crown: Ram Charit Manas 


Ofer ais Ata Ta sre | Ufa ASIST Genet SreNTT | 12 
aS TATA GI HS | TSU TL AeA AS AE 113 
qq airs Ae Sart | fe aaa Ta Ta 114 [2/171/2-4] 
Wa Ta yor TSH | ofS fersrg FRA AR an 111 
ae aft safest arg oes | Fax oe Ter TTY RE 12 
pg Te AR YT Wie | BS TS He a Bilt Fes 116 [2/174/1-2, 6] 
AE Us TREE TAM | AS A Ta fet S11 [2/1 75/4] 
qe- ARR arrg state pef ahaa ae AR 
Tle St Shad TF Ta Ta HLS TMI 11 [Doha 2/175] 
PACH a Hee Hes | UA TA TR STAR Bree 11 [Chaupai lines 2/176/1] 


Deciding on an auspicious time, the royal teacher sage Vashistha came and summoned all 
the ministers and elite of the city for a meeting (2). They all assembled in the council 
chamber and then called for Bharat (3). He came and was seated next to Vashistha, who 
spoke to him in words full of wisdom, piety and appropriate for the occasion (4) 
[2/171/2-4]. In essence he told Bharat that his father was blessed in every way, and there 
is no use in mourning for him any longer (1). “Bearing this in mind, do not have sorrow 
and do not feel contrite, and instead obey reverentially the King's command (2). Redeem 
your father's words, and in doing so, you will be benefitted in all possible ways (6) 
[2/174/1-2,6]. 

Therefore, have no more remorse, and rule the kindom. Accept my advice as 
salutary, and as being for your best of interests (2/175/4).’ 

Even the chief minister exhorted Bharat politely with folded hands (i.e. with both the 
palms touching each other as a gesture of request) to obey the advice given by Vashistha. 
He advised Bharat that when Lord Ram comes back from exile the things may be decided 
according to the then prevalent circumstances and in an appropriate manner (Doha 
2/175). 

The regent queen mother Kaushalya gathered courage and asked Bharat to obey 
Guru Vashistha's command as being salutary and in his best of interests. [That is, she also 
requested Bharat to accept the crown.] (2/176/1). 


fed ean front daa | a et cies arg pfs 111 

À aqi a na viet | ar Soret aR feat are 112 

wre sia fey 28 Gere | ofa AR ay fay TATE 116 

aS TA È ag Xg I LE ih AR Ra R 117 [2/178/1-2,6-7] 
aia sors AR aR gar A Ra È n Ag RT 11 

Ti aia geg Ha aA | aata fetes WA TAF 112 [2/183/1-2] 
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We THs Ts He Ha aM | TA AS BAT Sy TT I [2/184/1] 
qe- aaa AA aa A SÈ a HA Ter HS | 
ae fig ged naf qe sacia E11 [Doha 2/184.] 
Ferd id che ras Ah aq Waa À Tat 11 [2/185/2] 


But Bharat refused to accept the crown of the kingdom. His reply was exemplary and 
most apt for the time. He said—‘My good and welfare lies in the service of Lord Ram, 
and I have been deprived of this privilege by perversity and selfishness of my (wicked) 
mother (1). I have pondered over the whole matter and have come to the conclusion that 
my good lies in no other way (2). Even as a handsome body is of no use without the life 
(soul) in it, all things are equivalent to naught for me without Lord Ram (6). So, all of 
you must grant me permission to go to Lord Ram—my good is exclusively in this deed 
(7). [2/178/1-2, 6-7]. I find no other remedy for this affliction, and who can see inside my 
heart accept Lord Ram (that I am telling the truth) (1). I have only one resolve, and that is 
to proceed to the place where Lord Ram lives early the next morning (2)[2/183/1-2].’ 

These words of Bharat pleased all the council members, and it appeared that they 
were drenched in the nectar of Lord Ram's devotion (that overflowed and submerged 
everyone on that occasion) (1). They all unanimously praised Bharat for his wise decision 
and decided to proceed to the forest; it appeared that Bharat provided them with a life- 
guard (a buoy) while they were drowning in the ocean of grief of being separated from 
their beloved Lord Ram [2/184/1,0]. 

Outside the council chamber, when the citizen of Ayodhya heard about Bharat's 
decision to start for Lord Ram's abode the next morning, they became jubilant and began 
to love him as they would their own life [Doha 2/185]. 


Departure of Bharat for Chitrakoot: Ram Charit Manas 


sm Ba Fae vas FTV | AKT Te Gers FST | 12 
Hes Ae VS frees SA | Tale Sa AP TAS TT 113 
oft mere BPA Shera Stet | RT TOT TA aT Fae 114 [2/187/2-4] 
ae «aft ae Ufa Saas IRR Geel ACHES | 
GPa wa fa ae Ta Act AeA STS AE 11 [Doha 2/187.] 


The citizens kept awake the whole night (in excited anticipation of departure for 
Chitrakoot the next moning). The next morning, Bharat summoned his wise ministers (2). 
He asked them to take along all necessary equipment and paraphernalia for a king's 
installation ceremony, for sage Vashistha shall crown Lord Ram king in the forest itself 
(3). He ordered them not to delay, so they expeditiously collected and equipped horses, 
chariots and elephants for the journey (4). [2/187/2-4]. Then, he left the city of Ayodhya 
in charge of faithful and loyal servants, and sending the party ahead, the two brothers 
(Bharat and Shatrughan) followed in the rear, contantly remembering the holy feet of 
Lord Ram and Sita. [Doha 2/187]. 
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Geetawali: Verse no. 2/64— 


TY tae ot Hes, Here | 

RE US -aA aA, ot of cary E R 

qa ng, ef Ta, cit Se -aa Sete 

IR AA IY AR aea Ha Ag SA SUT eV 12 
I-A, AS FA M SA, Ñ ga gae Vee 
Raae aane va fafa, afer, SA A grè 3 
A af ax ma ARa a afr eT R 

Haba Wed, Uh A T SÀ YAE ET R14 
SÈ Ra- aR ier AE ET ÈI 

& Geet sA a-a A-A faaet 3115 [2/64] 


Verse no. 2/64—Bharat said, “Tell me, what do I have left for me at Ayodhya? People 
advise me to rule the kingdom at the cost of abandoning the chance to serve Lord Ram's 
feet; they all beat the same drum (1). Thanks to my mother and thanks to me for whom 
all this mischief was created! Inspite of all this, you people want to crown me king and 
wish to burn yourselves without a fire (2). In the name of Lord Ram, please do not tell me 
anything anymore. I have tolerated immense sorrows already. I urge you, come forward. 
Let us all start for Chitrakoot. I beg you to forgive and excuse me (3).’ 

Saying this to indicate his final decision, and as soon as the day next day dawned 
the next morning, Bharat asked the way and started on the journey for Chitrakoot. All the 
people praised him, saying, ‘Bharat has gained the real benefit of taking birth (because he 
has stood the test of Dharma—the laws governing ethical conduct, righteousness, probity 
and propriety)!” (4). 

Tulsidas says Bharat's love, affection and conduct are known either to Lord Ram and Sita 
or to those who have great affection and attachment to the holy name of Lord Ram’. (5). 
[Note—'That is, the citizens of Ayodhya were very glad at this decision of Bharat 
not to accept the crown and instead go to the forest and bring Lord Ram back by 
asking for forgiveness and pleading with the Lord that he has no role to play in 
this sordid drama which was a conspiracy hatched by his mother alone without his 
remotest consent. Bharat was very wise for he knew that if he accepted the crown 
under pressure of any kind, the world and Lord Ram would think that he was a 
party to the conspiracy, and this ignominy of being one who had schemed to send 
his older brother to the forest in the greed of the kingdom would be impossible for 
him to shake off for all times to come, whereas the fact was that he was totally 
innocent. It was also sure that then Lord Ram would never return back even after 
the expiry of the fourteen year exile period thinking that if Bharat wants to have 
the kingdom then let him have it. Why? Because Bharat knew that the Lord loved 
him very much and would prefer to abdicate the throne in his favour instead of 
claiming his rights and fighting for it. When the brothers were young, Ram used 
to lose a game voluntarily so that Bharat could win—Bharat knew that. Now it 
was a test for Bharat to reciprocate the same sentiments and tell the Lord that his 
love for him was no less than the Lord’s love for him. The story of Lord Ram 
going to the forest so that Bharat could get the kingdom, and of Bharat refusing 


the crown saying that it rightly belongs to the Lord, his going to the forest to try 
his best to bring the Lord back, and in the eventuality of the Lord refusing to 
oblige him spending the fourteen years of the exile period observing severe 
austerity and doing penance like a reclusive hermit is a sterling instance of 
brotherly love and affection, of how one should behave in this world according to 
the laws of Dharma—the laws of righteousness, probity, propriety and good 
conduct. 

*This is because ordinary people would have expected Bharat to accept the 
crown, especially when his Guru, ministers, mothers and elderly citizens are 
advising him to do so, and even telling him that if he did accept the crown till 
Lord Ram comes back he would not be violating any law as this was the wish of 
his dead father. He would simply be obeying them like his elder brother Sri Ram 
who had gone to the forest precisely to obey his father’s command and his 
mother’s wish. From the practical point also this would be in perfect order— 
because when a king or an emperor is out of the capital or has gone on a long 
campaign somewhere, someone is invariably appointed to look after the routine 
affairs of the kingdom or the empire till the time the king or the emperor comes 
back. But such people who would advocate Bharat’s ascending the throne of 
Ayodhya do not realise the rules of love and devotion which were the guiding 
principles for Bharat’s exemplary conduct. On more than one occasion Bharat had 
clearly stated that for him all the laws and regulation are valid only if they are 
Ram-specific, only if they help him to serve the Lord, and if they fail to do so he 
is not bothered about their sanctity and validity whatsoever. Bharat’s character 
and the example that he has set was to become a gold-standard and a touchstone 
against which the world would measure and judge the purity of love, affection, 
submission and devotion for the Supreme Lord for all times to come. We must 
note that the story of the Ramayana is told to teach the human being how he 
should act and conduct himself in this world, how goodness, love, amity and 
brotherhood can be established in his life, and how he can get peace of mind and 
good fame instead of being materialistic and an opportunist. ] 


Bharat En-route to Chitrakoot to meet Lord Ram: Ram Charit Manas 


Tat Wee Garefe we | Aae HT sae Sarre 114 

qe gat RÈ INT | VSS AT SKA STANT. 115 

Ty arate we fee | Sa He WI TT TAS TAT 116 

fax ae aS Shera BIT ANT | Gad Pas AA HSNT 117 [2/203/4-7] 
SAR Apa Was HS | Vhst HS se Ha FS 11 1 [2/204/1] 
afé va a ote ate Brat | YAY sg RA AET 11 5 [2/216/5] 
ae fF fÈ Bret Sere aS TSS TTT | 

TA HI FAS FWA he TA A ahs SA 11 [Doha 2/216.] 
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Bharat was proceeding barefoot while the horses meant for him trotted along, their 
bridles held by their attendants who also walked along (4). The servants repeatedly 
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requested Bharat to mount the horses (5), but Bharat refused, scarcastically commenting 
that Lord Ram had gone barefoot to the forest while horses, chariots and elephants are 
meant for him! He retorted—‘I should have walked on my head because a servant's 
duties are the most difficult to observe.’ [Bharat chided his servants to stop nagging him 
to ride the horse. If Lord Ram was forced to walk barefoot, what right does he have to 
mount a horse, a chariot or an elephant? He should have walked on his head as a token or 
a sign of his punishment or repentance for being the cause of giving the Lord so much 
trouble, and instead the servants are asking him to mount a horse! It’s unthinkable for 
him.] (6/7) [2/203/4-7]. 

So he continued to walk barefoot on the hard earth, as a result of which blisters 
formed under his feet, and they (blisters) glistened like dew drops do on lotus buds. [The 
soles of the feet are compared to the lotus buds, and the blisters that oozed watery serum 
from the injured skin glistened like the dew drops.] (2/204/1). 

He had no footware in his feet or an umbrella on his head. His love, self- 
discipline, austerity and piety were exemplary, stellar, honest and truthful (i.e. he was not 
pretending, and there was no deceit in his behaviour) (5). But so much was his affection 
and devotion for Lord Ram that Nature itself provided him the comfort which Lord Ram 
lacked while on the journey—for instance, the clouds offered him shade (from the 
scorching sun), and a soft and pleasant breeze soothed (massaged, gave comfort to) his 
weary body all along the way (2/216/5,0). 


{Bharat reaches Sring-ber-pur, the place where the chief of the boatman community, i.e. 
Nishad who was also called Guha, lived. This is the first day out of Ayodhya. } 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/68— 


a Ra PTAR T, | 
m-a} MaR gA aR aaa SE 111 

ga- mai fa gA A g TA T | 

pea pN a-a- Safe UA fer 112 

ante are sy ea, aR ARA sat | 

Tet Sey TA TST She AST A TAS AT 113 

gad ‘fare ae site AR, YA areal sara | 

det wag iH A, ced, Prefs eth fea sat 11 4 [2/68] 


Verse no. 2/68—Bharat reached Sring-ber-pur (that day). He met Lord Ram's friend 
Guha, and hearing Lord Ram's news from him, tears welled-up in Bharat's eyes (1). 
Seeing the temporary bed made of grass on which Lord Ram had taken rest, and finding 
himself the cause of all his (Ram's) miseries and troubles, Bharat spent the whole 
sleepless night remembering the Lord (2). As soon as the next day dawned, taking the 
king of Nishads (boatman community) as a guide, he proceeded towards the hermitage of 
sage Bharadwaj. Bharat looked as eager and anxious as a thirsty elephant, who is 
extremely distressed by the hot summer heat, when he sees some watering hole (such as a 
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pond). [A thirsty elephant is very anxious for water, and he looks here and there for some 
water body so that he can quench his thirst, for otherwise he would die. And when he 
finally locates on such watering hole, the elephant makes a mad dash for it. The condition 
of Bharat was almost the same. He yearned to have sight of his beloved Lord Ram, and 
was looking excitedly hither and thither, hoping against odds that he would be able to get 
a hint of the Lord somewhere. So when he met Guha who could give him a first hand 
news of the Lord’s arrival at this place and offered to guide him in the direction the Lord 
had gone from there, Bharat’s hopes of meeting the Lord soared, and he got swiftness in 
his strides just like the elephant who suddenly happens to have smelled the presence of 
water nearby.] (3). 

En-route to the forest where Lord Ram lived, Bharat asked all the children of 
hermits and sages who he met on the way about the direction for Chitrakoot. Tulsidas 
says that finally when he saw the hills of Chitrakoot, Bharat felt so happy as if a snake 
has found its lost Mani. [A Mani is a mythical luminescent sac that is said to present on 
the hood of some serpents. This Mani glows in the dark like the glow-worm. It is 
believed that a Mani-bearing snake becomes blind if it looses it—hence its close affinity 
with the Mani. When the lost Mani is found, the snake becomes excessively jubilant.] (4) 
[2/68] 


Praise of Bharat by Triveni, Gods and Bharadwaj: Ram Charit Manas 


(i) aaa gA na AA | as Fg aT BAT ST 116 
Ted et Ge Ge AfA MA | TH A SAT STI. 117 
one Tent HE AS Aral | Te a wate ars firs aret 118 [2/205/6-8] 


(ii) qe- ay gers fest wey a a as HTT 
Wd Fa HS TI A eed aes Het 11 [Doha 2/205.] 


(iii) Pe aT AR a Ue | a de SA Wa VAR | 1 [2/208/8] 
AA A gE TY HY TIS | pi Bra TH Ts AP TAS 11 [2/210/6] 


(i) Bharat followed the same route taken by Lord Ram earlier. So he reached Triveni 
(Prayag, the present-day city of Allahabad) and bathed in the confluence of the three 
holy rivers. He requested the holy ‘Triveni’ to bless him so that he can have eternal 
devotion for Lord Ram. Hearing his earnest prayers, Triveni spoke in a sweet and 
pleasant voice, blessing him and praising him by saying—‘Dear Bharat! you are 
pious and innocent in every way, and your love for Lord Ram’s holy feet is infinite 
and fathomless. Don't have any remorse because there is no one as much dear to Lord 
Ram as yourself. The Lord lives you more than you can imagine. He has no ill-will 
against you.’ (2/205/6-8). 


(ii) When Bharat heard Triveni endorsing his love and devotion for the Lord, he was 
extremely pleased, thrilled and exhilarated. After praise by Triveni, even the Gods 
were extolling the virtues of Bharat when they said—‘Bharat indeed is all 
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praiseworthy; glory to him!’. Saying this, they showered flowers over him (from the 
heavens) (2/205). 


(iii) The third praise came from sage Bharadwaj when he said—‘In my opinion, you are 
the very incarnation, as it were, of Lord Ram's love.’ (2/208/8). The sage further 
said—‘Bharat, you deserve all the praises because your glory has conquered the 
whole world.’ (2/210/6) 


Arrival of Bharat at Chitrakoot, and Lord Ram-Bharat meeting: Ram Charit Manas 


Sel We Aa Ra E, | Haa gia AE, 11 [2/233/4] 

Fah FAT TCT GST A | STS Pre GTS PSR 11 1 

ae dhe FF Se TANT | Alaa Blea Ty TES FA | 12 [2/235/1-2] 
qer- wa da A Arfa ea weet safe T | 

aaa TT hel Ws fete Get fed Tq 11 [Doha 2/236] 

qa Hae Ha AS Me | HES WT GA FST Sars | 

amg chaste fares frre | wept Sq Tare TATA 1 12 

fire Teaes FEA Te Ter | Ay forever Af Fy Alar 113 

Ue a GH Nae | ER WHET FS BE 116 [2/237/1-3, 6] 

We SS WY SAA WT | Phe GAT ey ETAT | 12 

pa ete fe SE aa | Sq SPA VARY TWAT 113 [2/239/2-3] 

Hed VHA AS AS ATA | ALA ATA HLA TATA 117 

SS TF Olt OH STANT | HE Te HE fase vq ANT 11 8 [2/240/7-8] 
aiel- RATT fare Sore SI aT HTP | 

aed UA at rata afta feat wale start 11 [Doha 2/240] 


Reaching the vicinity of Chitrakoot, Bharat bathed in the holy river Mandakini along with 
all those who had accompanied him (2/233/4). Then Nishad (Guha—the chieftain of 
Sring-ber-pur) was sent to scout around. Upon hearing his pleasant words (that good 
omens indicate success), Bharat proceeded further ahead and drew near Lord Ram's 
hermitage (1). When he saw the sorrounding hills and the woods, he felt as happy as a 
hungry man at the sight of food (2) [2/235/1-2]. Bharat was overwhelmed with love at the 
sight of Lord Ram's hill (where Ram resided) even as an ascetic rejoices on the 
completion of his penance and reaping the fruit of it (Doha 2/236). 

Meanwhile, the chieftain Nishad ran up a small hillock and exclaimed to Bharat with 
raised arms, ‘My Lord! I can see huge Pakar trees (an Indian fig tree), Jambu Tree (black 
plum), Mango tree and Tamal tree (black catechu), in the midst of which is a big Banyan 
tree which is large and most charming (1-3). These trees stand close to a riverside where I 
can see Lord Ram's hut made of twigs, leaves and bamboo (6) [2/237/1-3,6]. 

Bharat approached and moved in that direction to see for himself the holy and lovely 
hermitage of his Lord Ram, which was the abode of all well-being and blessings (i.e. it 
was very auspicious and holy to look at) (2). As he entered the hermitage compound, all 
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his woes disappeared as if a mystic or an ascetic has realised the Supreme Truth (3) 
[2/239/2-3]. 

Laxman first sighted Bharat entering the hermitage, and he rushed to inform Lord 
Ram that Bharat is paying his respects (7). As soon as Lord Ram heard these words, he 
rose from his seat quickly, so overwhelmed with joy was he that his hermit-like robes 
dropped in one direction while the bow and the quiver fell in another direction (8). He 
then forcefully lifted a prostrated Bharat and embraced him most affectionately. 
Everyone who witnessed the sight of Lord Ram's meeting with Bharat lost self- 
consciousness (i.e. they were all spellbound and enthralled by this wonderful spectacle) 
[Chaupai lines 2/240/7-8, Doha 240]. 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 2/69— 


faci ae ats Fk | 

RAM, AAT GAT TST, SAA ÂR 1 11 

Ore ser, miee a, aa oer APT | 

fre frst, a fea aiid, wea gad -AR 112 

TA Stes, Ty Gore fare val, afer Faq RAR | 
TSd WS AM pa-t Ae, Hed W-aeT AK 113 
qaa a afta seat Sf e AA AR | 

fad Sarg a a pA a-f gR A 11 4 [2/69] 


Verse no. 2/69—At the hermitage, Bharat saw the two brothers Lord Ram and Laxman 
from a distance. [Now, the narration is in the present tense to indicate what Bharat sees— 
] The two brothers are characterised by broad chests and knee-long arms, and they have a 
dark and a wheatish complexion (of Lord Ram and Laxman) respectively (1). They have 
matted hairs, lotus-like eyes, and are attired as a hermit. The quiver is placed near their 
seats, Sita looks most adorable next to them, and they are playfully holding the bow and 
arrow (2). Bharat's mind was eager to rush forward towards the Lord, but his body was 
overwhelmed with excitement and it became immobile out of shock and awe, as it were, 
and tears welled-up in his eyes. His legs refused to move and they appeared to sink in 
quick-sand, and he had to pull them out courageously by force of love to move forward. 
[In brief, the sight of Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman dazed Bharat so much that his legs 
became stiff with emotions and refused to move. So overwhelmed was he at the sight of 
the Lord that he became completely immobile for some time.] (3). 

Tulsidas says that when Lord Ram saw Bharat's condition, he himself stood up 
instantly, with love overflowing and drowning him also as he ran towards Bharat, lifted 
him forcefully from the ground where he (Bharat) had been lying prostrate, and then 
embraced him most affectionately, thereby removing all the sorrows and woes as well as 
doubts and consternations that had been tormenting Bharat for so long (4). [2/69]. 
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{After sometime when Bharat and his party had rested, a meeting was called to decide 
the future course of action. Now let’s see what happened at this meeting. } 


The Conference at Chitrakoot: Ram Charit Manas 


AE- RU Ha TA AA IS STG TT | 
fam FSIS TTS TI SL AAT SAS || [2/253] 
Ha He Fas TH sya | AT Are Fe AT UH I 
abe fare aaa aa S | Hes TAPS Ais HRV Sars 112 [2/255/1-2] 
cele Rg A Her at HS | He TT Ses arte Se 117 
Hr BS TAT GR A | Ue X afa a A FIT 118 [2 / 256 / 7-8] 
waa SR ans Ga ST | wale ifs see Tea ANT 11 [2/261 /7] 
TARY TG FRX Gael HT | feat Tors if fare Ares 11 5 
Fé TARA TARA AS | Whe ThA Het As FAAS 116 
aa wa faradt afr art | ofa alg Ta Eee sere 117 
frets Tay Ost Ty STAT | HRA PHT HY SH Ay AAT 118 [2/268/5-8] 
AE- I IAA HA Upa ARI SÀ AR Tg ÈT | 
A RR R aR aR na ARR se aaa 11 [Doha 2/269.] 


The conference began at Chitrakoot. Bharat sat down along with other council members, 
the Brahmins, elite of the city, ministers, and of course the royal preacher sage Vashistha 
who presided over the meeting (2/253). He asked the councillors, ‘Lord Ram's coronation 
shall be most welcome, pleasing and delightful for all of us. That is the only way which is 
desired by all of us, and it is conducive to good luck and source of all joys for us. In what 
way this can be done and the goal actually achieved, I can’t figure out. So please ponder 
over the matter and tell me the next course of action.’ [2/255/1-2]. 

Bharat stood up and made the following submission—‘By obeying one's Guru's 
command, one would attain the fruit of gratifying all in this world (7). I am ready to stay 
in the forest for the rest of my life (if that would suffice to bring Lord Ram back to 
Ayodhya)—I don't conceive of or visualize of any other happiness which is greater than 
this (8) [2/256/7-8]. I have surveyed all possible avenues to overcome my predicament, 
and feel frustrated. There is only one way for my salvation, and it is that Lord Ram 
returns to Ayodhya and I be allowed to replace him in the forest to live out the exile 
period of fourteen years as commanded by the father or by the destiny.’ [2/261/7]. 

Then addressing Lord Ram he says, ‘My Lord, if you return back to Ayodhya, 
everyone will be a gainer (it would be in the interest of all). On the contrary, if we obey 
your orders, we shall gain in millions of ways. [Bharat seemed to say—‘*Oh Lord, instead 
of my imposing my wish upon you, it would be much better if I obey your orders—so 
you already know why I've come, now the ball's in your court. I have come to send you 
back to Ayodhya, and if you say that the father’s instructions of fourteen years of forest 
exile must be obeyed, then I am ready to do it on your behalf. After all, would you not 
agree that there is no difference between you and me? Is is not true that you love me 
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more than you love even your own self? Well then, this is my hidden wish; it is my 
sincere desire. So, say, would you not pay any heed to it; would you like to hurt the same 
Bharat whom you forced to win in a game even though you were the real winner because 
you did not want Bharat to feel sad at losing the game?’] (5). 

Obedience to you is the best gain materially and spiritually; it is the result of all good 
and noble acts and the ornament of (best of) all destinies (6). However, my lord, still I 
make a humble prayer, please listen to it and then (we shall) decide whatever is 
appropriate (7). I have brought along with me all the requisites for your coronation here 
in the forest itself. If you please (deem fit), kindly put them to good use (i.e. be crowned). 
Oblige all of us, and especially me (8). [2/268/5-8]. 

Each and every one of us assembled here will respectfully and reverentially carryout 
all the orders you please to give, with cheerful heart and without reservations. And since 
the decision will be yours and orders come from you, all the imbroglio and injustice will 
come to an end. There would be no further debate.’ [Doha 2/269. ] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/70— 


Wd AT ae or TR 

è a wpa mè wga wa aged ARII 
foRe fret fer oe vy walt geam ARI 
ga a, oo facta, de ce yg ARI! 211 
qari, wart, wes fey & gona ar 

l a am yA oe de we WA A ARISI 
gm wg YAR, a aR Ma ARI 

det m Aaa sa fea pem- Paki) 411 























Verse no. 2/70—Then Bharat stood up with folded hands and palms joining each other as 
a token of submission and humble request. Recognizing the misdeeds, misdemeanours 
and malfeasance of his mother, he was too hesitant and reluctant to stand before the Lord 
(Sri Ram) (1). 

His eyes were full of tears, the body was numbed by emotions of affection, and he 
was mentally in a dilemma and in a state of flux, wondering whether the Lord will come 
back (to Ayodhya) or will he tell him to go back considering his wicked deeds, 
misdemeanours and malfeasance. [Bharat was uncertain how the Lord would react to his 
pleadings and requests to go back to Ayodhya. He doubted whether the Lord would take 
him seriously, or he might take him to be clever and crafty in attempting to hide his real 
intentions behind the guise of showing love. The Lord might deduce that Bharat is 
attempting to appease him just to avoid infamy and revolt in the kingdom, but internally 
he wishes that the Lord remain in the forest. Perhaps this is why Bharat says that ‘we will 
all obey your orders’—because he knows that the Lord would refuse to go back. So when 
the Lord refuses to rescind his decision to stay on in the forest, Bharat would at least have 
an excuse to ascend the throne because now everyone would stand a witness to vouch for 
Bharat that he did request the Lord to come back but the Lord himself refused, so what 
can Bharat do.] (2). 
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The forest dwellers, citizens (of Ayodhya) and the great sages and hermits appear 
to be cast in wood (i.e. are immobile and in a great dilemma), and they are standing at 
random everywhere with their mind and heart soaked in love and affection, to hear what 
is being said (at the meeting) (3). 

Tulsidas says that at this opportune moment, Bharat recalled the merciful 
temperament, the kind, benevolent and gracious nature of Sri Ram, gathered courage in 
his heart, and spoke words which were humble, prayerful, full of pity, tenderness of 
feelings, beneficial and appropriate for the occasion (4).” 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/71— 


Sa at wale AAA | 

aa, pure! at fered aig ara gag A-RA SAR 11 

T Aag Ha A AA, SÀ AER UR aft TAA | 

ae frat Taste yia R, gg gae mA Ra A 11-2 

AÀ staa Aa tes, fers IA a, S 1 BAA a ST 

deg paaa AAA, IA g NA AÈ TT 113 

A s aga aÀ Ag, Seale è PAGE TAH 

qafaare va ate ght a oy sta crest ag frst AA 114 [2/71] 


Verse no. 2/71—Bharat said, ‘Oh merciful and compassionate Lord! Though you know 
what is in everybody's mind, I still make a humble submission. You are the benefactor of 
the distressed, so please listen to me (1). These citizens of Ayodhya have always been 
your faithful subjects; even as the bird called 'Papiha' has the cloud as its saviour (ie. 
this bird is constantly dependent on the rain drop for survival), you should also return to 
Ayodhya and be the saviour of its citizens (2). Consider my life like a Mani-bearing 
snake that is forced to live without it. [Mani is a sac like structure on the hood of a 
special and rare species of serpents, and it glows in the dark; it is a legend that if that sac 
is stolen, the serpent dies. That is, I simply cannot live without you.]. 

Oh Lord of Kaushal (Ayodhya)! Please remove the ignobility of the younger 
brother getting the crown while the eldest is still alive. Therefore, accept the crown of 
Ayodhya and let me go to the forest instead (3). And since I am born of a dishonourable 
mother, any blame can be put on my head. But oh Lord, you should (being merciful) 
forgive me for my commissions and omissions (sins) and keep your fame alive (that you 
are an ocean of forgiveness, compassion and mercy) (4) (2/71).” 


Ram's reply: Ram Charit Manas 


Ofed SAT GER SANT | A FA IL Was LSAT 111 
aire, fore R Sart PIS l HRA RA Te AZ 112 
Ul TS RE HUIS Al | Td THe Wes AR 113 
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Tres UH TT Fae ea I ARA gR afte A 1 14 
Ut frank ate dae a | Hg WoT Uae GUN 115 
act fanfa wate A me | Grefé staf af afs afore 116 [2/306/1-6] 


Bharat's rejoinder: Ram Charit Manas 


Wats TIS TH Ay | VATS cas ferpes se ay 113 

TT TAS FZ WA AWC Hr | Aes TS TT TAY AT RÌ |16 

HT PUTT TS BAG SS | Het he a Grae HS 117 

ot stacia Sa Hie Se | staf ore oral SAS AF 118 [2/307/3, 6-8] 


Seeing the plight of all, hearing what Bharat said, and knowing what actually was in his 
mind and heart, Ram spoke these words which were most appropriate for the occasion, 
time and circumstance—‘Dear Bharat, (this is my advice). Whether at home or in the 
forest, the goodwill of our teacher (Vashistha), obedience and blessing of our elders and 
parents are the props (supports) of all virtues even as Sheshnath (God of serpents) 
supports the earth on his hood (1-2). Therefore, you should obey their command and also 
help me to do the same, because by doing so, you would be the saviour of the honour of 
our race (3), and it is the bestower of all achievements and successes even as the triple 
rivers Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati combine the virtues of fame, salvation and 
prosperity (at their junction at Prayag) (4). Consider this, and hence, even while enduring 
a lot of hardship and agony, you should make the subjects (the people of Ayodhya ) 
happy (5). My troubles have been shared by us all, but I do realise that your's will be the 
toughest for the period of fourteen years of my exile (6).’ [In essence, Lord Ram advised 
Bharat to bear with him for 14 years as this was the right path to follow]. [2/306/1-6]. 

Hearing Lord Ram's advice, the dilemma of Bharat ended because now he had got 
direct, clear instructions from Lord Ram about what to do. He derived immense 
consolation from Lord Ram's soothing words. Now that his master (Lord) was in front of 
him, all his woes and sorrows vanished (3). 

Bharat replied, ‘I have derived the joy of having accompanied you to the forest, as 
well as being born in this world as your brother (because now you have thought me 
worthy to be your partner in sharing your grief). [Happy times will surely come, but 
where will someone get an opportunity to share your grief? A friend in need is a friend 
indeed, so surely I'm very lucky that I would be sharing your hard times with you.] (6). 

Now, my Lord, whatever is your command I will carry it out faithfully and with 
greatest of obedience and reverence (7). Please give me some token of support, relying 
upon which I can tide over this period of fourteen years of exile (8).’ [2/307/3, 6-8]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/72— 
ara ! faary Ñ, a gar oat 


ge ofa, Yee, Yo Goa fal, aga wer of pè wasnt! 111 
Pa ax wre efa a aad ot fag wT oe Hered | 
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as 4 Ra far ceed, SA aH gaa Afe ule adil! 211 
gaam oret yore fee yx, eat ate gale orf ard) 
uy—oe Pris Pere aa ay, oR è wate ate fate adh 11 311 








Verse no. 2/72—[Sri Ram replied—] ‘Brother, just think how can I return? You are 
faultless, most dear and wise. [Why are you feeling so contrite, remorseful and guilty?] 
What more can I tell to explain things to you (for, you are wise enough to think for 
yourself)? (1). 

Even if I shear my skin with my own hands and use it to make footwear (shoes) 
for my father's feet, I still would not be able to overcome his obligations (literally, repay 
his debts) as a son. Then, how can I be righteous and noble by neglecting or going against 
his words or orders? (2).’ 

Tulsidas says that the Lord (Sri Ram) continued, ‘How can I cause ignominy to a 
clan which is famed and glorious in the three Lokas (worlds)?’ Bharat lost all hopes (and 
was crestfallen) and he regarded the creator (Vidhi) fully opposed, malignant and full of 
malice (3). 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/73— 


Fa ANA Hl HS Ae | 

qaga- Aa Ar eR g-a aa ANSIA 
segi De PR ay, F ays a WI 

yR m any fae A eee RTI 21 
geal ot foRat a A, wy! at ef snag od 
RR ORY oe, aRar g aa we ef adil 31 














Verse no. 2/73—Bharat wanted to say something; he wishes to make a boat out of 
wisdom in the ocean of hesitation and reluctance (to speak or answer back to Sri Ram), 
and putting the travellers represented by words in it, he wants to take them across on the 
strength of the boatman who is likened to his intellect (1). 

He begins to say, ‘Since our childhood, the Lord (Sri Ram) has been always 
affectionate and most affable towards me, and I too never stood in front and looked you 
in your face (i.e., never looked you in your eyes because I respected you so much that I 
kept myself on your sideways and always stood with bowed head before you). But the 
creator has for once removed my courteousness, affectionate, submissive and docile 
nature today. (Hence, I have gathered enough courage and audacity to defy your honour 
and your referential presence, and speak on your face) (2). 

All right, if it is not possible for you to return home, then Oh Lord, give me the 
order so that I might accompany you while Laxman, being younger than me and still a 
child, should return home (3).” 
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The final command from Lord Ram: Ram Charit Manas 


AR Se AY IT SA | AT PRT SLT TL | 

ara Was Ae 8s Tas | Gat tae staf AR aA 118 [2/313/1,8] 
ae sé saa oft wa aq ee daar | 

ot fire tear staf aft Steere HAA || [Doha 2/313] 

WY HR HOT ae atest | Grex Ae Stas a cits 11 [2/316/4] 


When the confabulations/discussions ended, the people dispersed for the day. The 
next morning, the whole company assembled once again for a final decision (1). Bharat 
said, ‘Now, My Lord, (as per your desire) please give me permission so that I can go and 
serve Ayodhya for the period of your exile (8). Oh merciful Lord! Give (tell) me some 
means by the help of which I can pass this period of 14 years (of your exile) and live to 
see your (holy) feet once again [Chaupai lines 2/313/1,8, Doha 313]." 

Lord Ram was overwhelmed with love, compassion and affection for Bharat and 
consoled him in many ways. And, seeing that Bharat was very devoted to his holy feet, 
he finally decided to give his own wooden sandals to Bharat as a token of his own 
presence; Bharat accepted them most reverentially and placed them on his head 
[2/3 16/4]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/75— 


aA a Sita fea Vt 2 
AA-AAA- a ga aia RÀ 

qa ! aa AA au fa, pR waa Ag- | 
AANT, g Aa S fa AeA R 12 
Geiser aga mfa ay aadi Aa AR | 

FAG aA $ ma-e a MA aR AR [2/75] 


Verse no. 2/75—Lord Ram said—‘Brother, why are you so remorseful? You have 
supported (followed) the path of righteousness, established rules, virtues, good deeds and 
noble conduct (1). Oh Dear! These days of sorrow and misfortune will fly away soon; I 
will complete our father's vows and return immediately. Please have courage and 
forebearance considering the time and occasion. Please bear with me for some more time, 
then everything will be alright (2).’ 

Tulsidas says, thus consoling his brother, Lord Ram gave his wooden sandals to 
him, and Bharat accepted those sandals with due reverence on his head, considering them 
to be the guard of his soul (as a Guard to prevent his soul departing from his body (3). 
[2/75] 
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Geetawali: Verse no. 2/76— 


Rai na pa HR Te | 

daig! Aa AA p WR a ARI 111 
Gea gee wer el, aR oA gaa! ged 

se ulm, ua da, sA saa ARI! 211 
a of wear oR aa as we ne! 
gap aR, AR FR alee, Hed W-UA-HS 11 311 
geet dict staf ver fea ol gR a tet 

a ayaa erro a Roe a det 411 














Verse no. 2/76—Bharat prays with folded hands, ‘Oh the friend of the distressed and 
lowly! Let not the humbleness, simplicity and submission of this humble (servant of 
your's) ever be lost or go astray. [Bharat asks Sri Ram to bless him so that when he 
returns to Ayodhya and assumes charge of the kingdom as a regent for the period of Sri 
Ram's exile, the arrogance, pomp and pageantry, the taste and pelf of power should not 
go into his head, as it were, and make him haughty and arrogant, making him forget his 
humbleness and petty standing. These weaknesses in human character are the various 
errors, the follies and pitfalls to which Bharat is referring to when he says that ‘he should 
not go astray’.] (1). 

Oh Lord! For me, you are the only Lord that I know of, but for you there are 
many servants like me. Realising and considering these factors, and recognising my 
inherent and internal sincere affection for you, please forgive my faults, shortcomings, 
misdemeanours and sins (2).’ 

Saying this, Bharat fell at the feet of Lord Ram and Sita, embraced Laxman, and 
then began to say with an emotionally overwhelmed and thrilled body that had its eyes 
full of tears (3). 

[Bharat made this solemn vow—] ‘Oh Raghubir (Sri Ram)! If you do not come 
back on the very first day immediately following the expiry of the last day of your exile 
(i.e., the 1st day after the 14th year end), then I swear by your lotus-feet that you will not 
find this servant of your's alive! (4).” 


Departure of Bharat from Chitrakoot for Ayodhya: Ram Charit Manas 


ae ants fra wary oR WH faa K A | 
aM sare sad Ble HITE TS 11 [2/316] 
TF AA FSA SAT STOTT | aR Le SS ATT 115 
HRT GA Frat ot | She THT A HAT GENE 116 [2/317/5-6] 
SST AST WT TSA ATT | ALT YT Set HIS TAT 116 
gad Uy fea Tet GAM Set SHS Ga CT STAT IT [2/320/6-7] 


Bharat payed his obeisance and begged leave of Lord Ram, whereupon Lord Ram 
clasped Bharat to his bosom. The malevolent Gods (who had earlier conspired and sent 
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Saraswati to corrupt the wisdom of Manthra, the maid of Kaikeyi so that Lord Ram could 
go to the forest) created a situation whereby the people became weary. [The Gods created 
a situation whereby the people became tired of the hardships of forest life as well as were 
convinced that it is futile to expect any positive outcome by pleading with Ram any 
longer. They became homesick and wished to return home at the earliest. The Gods did 
this to ensure that the spectacle witnessed at the time of Lord Ram's departure from 
Ayodhya is not repeated and the people refuse to return. They feared a revolt against 
Bharat's decision to return without Ram, and so the Gods made the people dejected, 
weary and forlorn.] [2/316] 

Lord Ram's body, mind and speech overflowed with love and affection for Bharat, 
and the Lord who is an embodiment of courage himself lost it (5). Tears of love and grief 
streamed from his eyes; even the assembled Gods lost composure and wept inconsolably 
(6) [2/317/5-6] 

Equipping horses, elephants and chariots for the home-ward journey, Bharat's party 
set out for the return to Ayodhya (6). With Lord Ram, Laxman and Sita in their heart, all 
kept on moving as if in a deep trance (7) [2/320/6-7] 


Arrival of Bharat back at Ayodhya: Ram Charit Manas 


WY TA TTA Wat As Al | eT TANT et AT TA 112 

ST SAR UR AF FAS | St ATT fey FISH TAS 113 

Sa STG TA TL | UAT ST HIS TIT 114 

Be Sak ai Fare | aes fers sta BAT 115 [2/322/2-5] 


Always thinking about the glory and virtues of Lord Ram, having their thoughts riveted 
on the Lord, and his sweet memories evergreen in their hearts and minds, all the people 
were dazed as they wended their way towards Ayodhya deeply immersed in absolute 
silence. [The people were extremely sad, contrite, pensive, remorseful and sorrowful. 
They walked silently, submerged in their own thoughts. They brooded and lamented 
internally as they walked almost mechanically on the road to Ayodhya. A hidden sense of 
guilt had overcome Bharat, and more than anyone else he was the most dejected and 
emotionally affected.] (2). 

They crossed the river Yamuna and spent the night halt without food (3). They 
crossed river Ganges the next day at Sring-ber-pur (and the place was made comfortable 
for Bharat by the friends of Ram) (4). Crossing the river Sai, and bathing in the river 
Gomti, the party reached Ayodhya on the 4" day (5) [2/322/2-5]. 


Bharat's penance at Ayodhya and coronation of Ram's sandal: Ram Charit Manas 


ST TR AS Tae | BR Sead Het HI A 116 
SAG Sts Fal SAT | Tet AP aA Tetfes GUAT 117 [2/323/6-7] 
ae gA ra as atta ats wae ofr fag aT | 
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frees TY Wear FoR fem 11 [Doha 2/323.] 

afer oR at PENT | Hrs ay AA BK ANT 112 

Sense Fae afte ant | ae a Ha alas Fars 113 

SUA TAA TSA Fa AAT hee chs PER GIAT 114 [2/324/2-4] 
ae fa gra ay ota AR F gà Sofa 

IAT AIT STAY HLA UST HIST FS if 11 [Doha 2/325] 

CR WH FHS HAT THM | ALT AST TH TT TY HAM | 12 [2/326/2] 


At Ayodhya, Bharat, along with his brother Shatrughan, called on his Guru Vashistha, 
prostrated in front of him, and submitted with the palms touching each others as they 
folded their hands (6). Bharat said—‘If I have your permission, I want to live an austere 
life full of penance.’ The sage's body was thrilled (7) and he accepted Bharat's proposal. 
Having thus received the sage's permission and blessing, Bharat called astrologers to find 
out an auspicious day. Then he installed Lord Ram's sandals on the thrown of Ayodhya 
(2/323/6-7,0) 

Thereafter, he got a hut of leaves and twigs erected at a small village called 
Nandigram (a place about 16-18 Km. away from present day Ayodhya), and made it his 
residence (2). He matted his hairs in a thick tuft and took on the attire of a hermit, dug the 
earth in a shallow pit and spread Kusha (a grass) on it (3). Making it his floor, he lived a 
life of a devout hermit in dress, food, utensils, observances, austerities and thoughts, 
discarding all ornaments, comforts and pleasures of the sense organs. [Bharat abandoned 
all the trappings of royalty and kinghood, and lived like a hermit.] (4) [2/324/2-4]. 

He worshipped Lord Ram's sandals with his heart overflowing with love and 
affection; and he disposed of the royal duties taking permission from the sandals each 
time [Doha 2/325]. 

While Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita dwelt in the forest, Bharat, even while living in the 
city, did penance hard enough to mortify his body [2/326/2]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/79— 
sad fared Ste | 
areas af stata, sit Ga, Wap? SR ST 111 
SSA TMA, He SIA, FET R a tafà Fert SS | 
WY-We-Sa-aa-ae Pea Alas ag Fe aS 112 
Pierre ofS agar IRs IR TER | 
Y-AP FIAT STG TST TST HIST Fa 113 
Tet sat Sat ged ast a4, wal mal fea sft | 
a, Tz, a AÀ Fak Yor w-F aE 114 [2/79] 


Verse no. 2/79—Ever since Bharat came from Chitrakoot, he resides in a hut made of 
leaves and twigs, floor made from dug-out earth covered with Kush grass (1). He is 
wearing the skin of a deer (as is done by a hermit) instead of the royal robes, has a tuft of 
matted hair on his head, and has his mind fixed on the exile period (i.e. he is counting 
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each passing day). Seeing his devotion, love and observances even established hermits 
are ashamed at their own incompetence (2). Bharat has established (installed) Lord Ram's 
sandals on the throne of Ayodhya, and carry out all his duties towards the state and its 
subjects by seeking permission from the sandals (3). Tulsidas says his devotion to Lord 
Ram increases day by day even as his body is becoming emaciated; in this world, a 
brother like Bharat has never been, is not, and shall never ever be (4) [2/79] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 2/80— 





wet mA A A AR 
WR- A A T PAINA 

ot sa yAnRA pa MAA INT 

a sat fay map Yad Wy edi! 21 
Rema Gat Wate ed 

aad Us Uae BAY SRAM 311 

ag ay, RAA ody Ma-ne OUR 

get w- gaan AA a WAIA 











Verse no. 2/80—Bharat has proficiently and steadfastly protected the qualities or virtues 
of that are defined as devotion, dedication and submission to one’s Lord. This attitude or 
the example of Bharat is for the general welfare of all. [He showed by example what 
devotion, humility and renunciation actually mean and how they can be actually 
implemented. ] 

He is a traveller of both the paths leading to serving one’s self interest as well as 
to spiritualism, because he has obtained good fame and respect in the society as well as 
emancipation and salvation for his soul! The whole world applauds him (1). 

The severe austerities, following or pursuing which are difficult even for the mind 
of hermits and sages, were done (or sustained) by Bharat most ardently and diligently like 
the bird Chatak (the cuckoo) does, and (which deeds of his are so pure that) by merely 
remembering (or recalling) them, one can remove all the sins, misdemeanours, 
unrighteousness and improprieties that might have corrupted him (2). 

He has kept Lord Ram's sandals on a pretty throne and carries out the royal duties 
of the kingdom as per their instructions. [Wooden sandals don't speak. What it signifies is 
that Bharat always signed his orders on behalf of Sri Ram, merely as a care-taker, but not 
as a monarch. | (3). 

He constantly burns in the heat of ignominy and sorrows of ‘you are in Ayodhya 
while your brother is in the forest’. Tulsidas avers that in this way, both of them—Sri 
Ram in the forest and Bharat in Ayodhya—are unaware or not affected either by the 
inconvenience (of the forest) or the convenience (of Ayodhya), the hard and harsh life of 
the forest or the comfortable and easy life of the city of Ayodhya. [Sri Ram is in the 
forest but he is very happy there; he does not feel the drudgery and travails of a forest 
life. Bharat is in a prosperous city, but he lives like a hermit, in great austerities and like a 
recluse. Besides, he is full of guilt and overcome by sorrows and anguish. So, inspite of 
living surrounded by all the comforts becoming of a monarch, he leads a harsh life of a 
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hermit, perhaps harsher than that led by Sri Ram. For, Sri Ram has the pleasant 
surroundings of Nature—rivers, mountains, flowers, birds, animals, trees, springs and 
waterfalls etc.—to enjoy and behold, but Bharat is in the captivity which is self imposed. 
He lives like he was in a jail. That is why the Tapa—severe austerities and penances—of 
Bharat are superior to those of Sri Ram.] (4).” 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/37— 


haat Stet Frater we 

da aa mgA Ye R a a fer eT 

aM a afas aA A, sag T a TA | 
Ja-a7 Ryaaa 1-0 ANa Hah ardt 112 
qa q-a A-A-A AA Ta A TT 
qi a aA gA r -1AE A 113 [7/37] 


Verse no. 7/37—As long as Kaikeyi lived Bharat did not talk with her even by mistake 
for the rest of his life (1). But Lord Ram regarded her more respectfully than his own 
mother, and Kaushalya also did not harbour any ill-will against her. Sita, Laxman and 
(the yongest brother) Shatrughan also followed Lord Ram (in their attitude towards 
Kaikeyi) (2). Tulsidas says that for Bharat, Sri Ram's love and devotion was the essence 
and meaning of his being; he did not bother or pay any heed to the sanctions of the Vedas 
or customs of the society nor what was good or bad (except love and devotion for Lord 
Ram (3). [7/37]. 


Dohawali: Verse no. 57— 


qa Xa fer got TH a A | 
TEER Hash HEN Taare sat set AM 11 [57] 


A fish remains healthy and survives in water, but becomes emaciated and on verge of 
death without it; Tulsidas wonders when the same condition would prevail in his heart — 
when he survives on Ram's love and devotion, but perishes in its absence. [Dohawali 
verse 57.] 
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Chapter 5 


Aranya Kand 


{The word ‘Aranya’ means a forest. Hence, this chapter deals with the following events 
that occurred as Lord Ram passed through the dense forests after leaving Chitrakoot. The 
main events are the following: crow Jayant's mischief, meeting with sages Atri, 
Sarbhanga, Sutikshan, Agastya, Sabri and Narad; slaying of demons Viradh, Khar- 
Dushan-Trishara and Karbandh; abode at Panchvati forest and deformation of Ravana's 
sister Supernakha, Sita's abduction by Ravana using Marich as a decoy, and the death of 
Jatau. } 


Crow Jayant's mishchief: Ram Charit Manas 


guf a ak TTS TH | Ts Ted A aa AT 115 

Sit ae ara Sf AMT | AS Aaah HA AMT 117 

aA LR aa STAT | ies ATT Ale SAAT 118 [3/1/5,7-8] 
TGR Ba Tels Fa She | R R A TATE 111 | 

OA Hel Slt SNA AT | uaa HAR as Fart 1114 (3/2/11, 14] 


The King of Gods called Indra had a foolish and mischievious son called Jayant. He took 
the form of a crow to test the might of Lord Ram (5). He bit Sita on the foot and flew 
away. This he did because he was an utter fool and of low intellect (7). When blood 
began to ooze from the wound, Lord Ram came to know of it; and he took a shaft of reed 
(or grass) and used it as an arrow to punish the crow. [Lord Ram did not want to kill but 
only punish him for his mischief, that's why, instead of using a real-time arrow, he used a 
grass reed. The Lord knew that he was stupid, and killing him for his nuisance will be too 
hard a punishment for an ill-witted creature who does not even know what stupidity he is 
up to.] (8) [3/1/5,7-8]. 

Jayant ran from place to place in fear trying to escape from the pursuing arrow, but 
no one gave him refuge against Lord Ram's wrath. At last, bewildered and terrified, he 
went back to Lord Ram's feet asking him to show mercy (11). The merciful Lord, on 
hearing his appeal full of pity, excused him, but instead of a severe punishment, and also 
since his arrow could not go in vain, he punctured one of his eyes. [Legend has it that this 
is the reason why crows are supposed to see with only one eye.] (14) [3/2/11,14]. 


Departure from Chitrakoot: Ram Charit Manas 
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quf Rage aÀ aa | afta few afd Gat SAT 111 
wae ers a Aa Has | Stat alsa Ter Bt AE 113 [3/3/1, 3] 


While living at Chitrakoot, Lord Ram did many kind deeds which are as sweet as nectar 
for the ear (1). When the time came, he took leave of all the hermits and sages living 
there, and the two brothers departed from Chitrakoot along with Sita for their onward 
journey. (3) [3/1,3]. 


{News arrived in Ayodhya about the Lord’s departure from Chitrakoot and his onwards 
journey. Obviously, once the Lord was located at Chitrakoot, some of the spies of the 
kingdom of Ayodhya must have been ordered by senior ministers who accompanied 
Bharat to keep an eye on the Lord’s whereabouts once the main party returned. This 
selected group of men used to keep Bharat and others informed about the Lord’s news, 
though later on they lost track perhaps because the all-knowing Lord knew about them 
and he surreptiously walked away in the dead of night one day as he did not want to be 
followed by anyone. The other reason why they lost track may be was that when the Lord 
entered the dense forest infested by fierce demons and ogres, the spies were terrified to 
follow him, and they decided to give up. } 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 2/88— 


Hea He MATAR VA AGI 

Rage y-oa- NA gA aaa IIAN 
Wa, uRa, Pree, a4, yea RAR wa N| 
med Old BR yaa, MAA- Yeg| 211 
ats ardis ga—fate—fastea fasa fayre gery 
RRG-YAA-YHaR Aer seth flea asl! 31 
aay Tea RAR Aea AA, APA aa SANN | 


geet m-a, aa È AANA 


Verse no.2/88—Someone has heard from someone else that Sri Ram, Laxman and Sita 
have left Chitrakoot and gone further somewhere else—this is what is heard by way of 
news spread by word of mouth (1). 

They (i.e. those travellers who brought the news) said that they had seen the 
mountains, rivers, waterfalls, forests and hermitages of sages and hermits. [This was said 
to prove that the travellers had actually been to the place.] All these things are pleasant to 
hear as well as soothing for the troubled minds and hearts of the citizens of Ayodhya. 
[The news that the travellers brought offered a soothing balm to alleviate the sufferings of 
the people of Ayodhya who were burning in the fire of separation from their beloved 
Lord. They eagerly crowded around the messengers to hear the gratifying news.] (2). 

At this news, some other citizens observed, ‘The malignant and malicious creator 
(who is opposed to us) has earlier dashed our hopes (that Lord Ram would be anointed a 
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king), and instead has now increased our sorrows and despairs severely by sending the 
pretty children (Ram, Laxman, Sita)—who are as tender, gentle and pleasant as the 
flowers of the Shesham tree—to the mountains of Vindhyachal. [the citizen laments that 
the malicious creator is out to wreak vengeance on them and has decided to afflict more 
suffering on Lord Ram and his tender wife Sita and his young brother Laxman by not 
allowing them peace by letting them stay in the pleasant environs of Chitrakoot, but 
forcing them to move ahead and into the harsh environs of the Vindhyachal mountains. ] 
Gye 

Hearing these unpleasant words (which were full of bitterness, contrition and 
remorse) all the inhabitants of Ayodhya, men and women, became exceedingly agitated 
and uneasy. Tulsidas says that no matter how much one tried to console them and tried to 
reason with them, they were inconsolable, unconvinced and remorseful due to being 
overcome by the pain and agonies of separation from Sri Ram (4).” 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 2/89— 


yA 4 afte | are are Yer | 

aa uber Aren a wd ve smell 111 
Hae UM HUIS afer! ae Tor gR PA TEATS | 

IN Hug WA P R R aa mÈ yT nall 
af fare, Gay Gel R, A-R org | 
que wd at Ry, afed act AS MÉI 3l 
da Ra w ym sats Re | 
Gane ga Ap gefear Ef ASI! 411 




















Verse no. 2/89—[A woman of Ayodhya is excitedly telling her friend—] ‘Oh Friend! I 
have heard auspicious good news. Today, an auspicious letter (containing happy tidings) 
has come to Bharat from the king of the boatman community by the name of Nishad (1). 

Oh Friend! That letter containing news of the welfare and well-being of Lord 
Ram was sent by the prince (Bharat) immediately to his Guru (Vashishtha), and 
thereafter, the gracious Guru had it read out to each household of the city with great joy 
and with due honour. [When the good news of the Lord’s well-being arrived by means of 
a letter sent by Nishad, the Guru summoned royal heralds and asked them to go to the 
city and read it out at public places so that the citizens can learn about the Lord’s welfare 
in the forest.] (2). 

(It is written in it that—) Both the brothers (Sri Ram and Laxman), having slayed 
the (demon) Viradh, making the Gods and saintly people happy and delighted, and after 
having received the blessings, advice and (spiritual and moral) guidance from the sages 
residing in the forest, have gone further ahead to some other forest. The brothers are 
accompanied by Sita as well as by sage Sutikshan who is a disciple of sage Agastya. 
[Sutikshan has been allowed by the Lord to accompany him so that the former can show 
the Lord the path leading to the hermitage of sage Agastya.] (3). 

At the present time, they are residing at a convenient place between Vindhyachal 
and the river Rewa (Narmada) by erecting a cottage of leaves.’ Tulsidas has also sung 
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this story of Sri Ram as a mendicant traveller as he has heard it and learnt about it from 
his own Guru and the Purans (ancient histories of the Hindus). (4).” 


[Note-In all the earlier verses, right from the Lord’s birth through all the events 
that led the Lord to reach Chitrakoot and stay there, Tulsidas' description of Sri 
Ram, Laxman and Sita has been written in the first person narrative as if Tulsidas 
was personally present on all these occasions. But now he has changed the mode 
of narration to the second and the third person narrative. It indicates that mentally 
Tulsidas had accompanied Lord Ram ever since the Lord’s birth, but has returned 
to Ayodhya with Bharat when the latter came back with the Lord’s wooden 
sandals and had enthroned them on the seat of power at Ayodhya. By extension, 
this also establishes that Tulsidas' heart is where Sri Ram's lotus-like holy feet are, 
and he has such great empathy for Bharat that like the latter he prefers to stay 
mentally at Ayodhya with Bharat and worship the symbol of Lord’s holy presence 
in the form of his footwear (sandals). In umpteen number of verses of Vinai- 
Patrika, Tulsidas has emphasised this point that more than Lord Ram himself, it is 
the Lord’s holy feet and holy name which are of greater importance for him from 
the perspective of spiritualism and attainment of emancipation and salvation. 
Devotion for the Lord, submission to him, yearning for him and his divine love, 
and remaining submerged in his thoughts is easier when one is away from the 
physical presence of the Lord rather than when one is near him. Bharat is an 
epitome of Bhakti—which is total devotion and surrender for the Lord. He is 
constantly chanting Sri Ram's holy name and worshipping his sandals—both 
activities that are very dear to Tulsidas also. So, the poet has decided to return to 
Ayodhya with Bharat, and to follow his example of devotion and worship rather 
than continue with the onward journey with Sri Ram. 

The last stanza of verse no. 2/89 of Geetawali is ample proof of it because 
now Tulsidas narrates the story ‘as he has heard and learnt about it from his Guru 
and Purans etc.’ instead of ‘as he has witnessed it personally’ which was the way 
he had been narrating all the previous events till now. ] 


Lord Ram Meeting sage Atri: Ram Charit Manas 


STH STAT TT TY TAH | Yad eras waht TAH 114 
Geert ad sift StS ame | ea TY sage afer se 115 
xd Sad AP ST AME DH TAR St TT STSATT 116 [3/3/4-6] 


Proceeding from Chitrakoot, Lord Ram arrived at the great sage Atri's ashram 
(hermitage). On hearing the news of Lord Ram's arrival, Atri was thrilled (4). He rushed 
to meet Lord Ram; and seeing Atri so overwhelmed with joy, Ram too rushed forward to 
meet the sage half-way (5). Sri Ram and Laxman prostrated themselves before the sage 
(as a mark of respect), and the sage lifted them both and clasped them to his bosom, 
bathing them in tears of love and joy (6) [3/3/4-6]. 
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Meeting of Sita and Anusuiya: Ram Charit Manas 


T $ ye The Star | fret seth setter fate 111 
RARA ma ga afas | anfte as Fram|e Saws 112 [3/5/1-2] 


Sage Atri had a wife called Anusuiya. Sita, who was so immaculate, good natured and 
modest, went to meet her and touched her feet (1). The sage's wife felt overjoyed in her 
heart; she blessed Sita and seated her beside herself (2) [3/5/1-2]. 


Departure from Atri's hermitage: Ram Charit Manas 


TS A TA He HUA | STAT SS GS TA ST 1 [3/6/2] 
afl va ore ars at shar | det safe Be aR APA SAT 1 [3/7/1] 


Then the merciful Lord Sri Ram said to the sage, ‘Lord! Give me permission to go to 
some other forest.’ [3/6/2]. He then bowed his head at the sage's feet, and proceeded to 
the (next) forest [3/7/1]. 


Slaying of the demon Viradh: Ram Charit Manas 


Fret Stay foes AT SAT | SATercrNt TAS FATTAT 1 16 
qaf efx we afé wer | ea set frst aT Gera 117 [3/7/6-7] 


While on their way in the forest, the trio (Ram, Laxman, Sita) met the demon Viradh 
(pronounced as Viraadh); and Lord Ram slayed him as soon as he made his appearance 
(6). Being thus slayed, he assumed a divine form immediately. Seeing that Viradh was 
very distressed, Lord Sri Ram sent him to his own abode (in the heaven called ‘Saket’) 
(7) [3/76-7]. 


Lord Ram Meeting sage Sarbhanga: Ram Charit Manas 


Ut Se Se APT SAT | Ta aa a HT 11 [3/7/8] 

ST HI TT TT Tet HURT | HY che SE TAT a CHa 117 

ufe fate ax tha aa ae | tS gaa ofS Ga HT 118 [3/8/7-8] 
aa pR S Saf ay SRT | TH HT Scho FaeMT 11 (3/9/1] 


After that (liberation of Viradh) the Lord, accompanied by his lovely younger brother 
(Laxman) and Sita (wife), visited the hermitage of sage Sarbhanga [3/7/8]. 

The sage offered to the Lord all the fruits of whatever Yoga 
(concentration/meditation), sacrifice, chanting of Lord's holy name (Japa), penance and 
fastings (Tapa) that he had done in his life, and in exchange he took the boon of devotion 
from the Lord (7). Having thus obtained the rare gift of having exemplary level of 
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devotion, the sage arranged a funeral pile for himself, and leaving all attachments behind, 
he ascended it. (8) [3/8/7-8]. 

Then, bearing Lord Ram in his heart, he burnt his mortal body by the fire of yoga 
and went to Vaikuntha (Saket, the celestial abode of the Lord) due to Lord Ram's grace 
and mercy [3/9/1]. 


[Note : This burning of the body by ‘fire of Yoga’ is achieved by friction of the 
vital airs inside the Yogi's body. Sage Sharbhanga had burnt himself in the fire 
that he lit. That is, he had sacrificed his own self—which is the highest form of 
sacrifice. | 


Lord Ram's Vow to kill the demons: Ram Charit Manas 


afta aye ae cera | yet afrs cre Sate STAT 116 

ARR frent Benet APA GT | AP WSR AAA Set GIT 118 [3/9/6,8] 
ae = faftrax dts aes fe Yat Sarg Wa PS 

abe Ars oh Sas SIE TIS |S ats 11 [Doha 3/9.] 


Seeing a huge heap of bones somewhere in the dense forest, Lord Ram was moved by 
compassion, and he enquired the hermits and sages residing there about it (6). They told 
him that the demons had devoured the hermits and sages, and threw the bones after eating 
the flesh. Hearing this, the eyes of Lord Ram were filled with tears (8). Then Lord Ram 
raised his arms and took a solemn vow—“‘{ shall rid the earth of demons.” 

Thereafter, he went to the hermitages of all the sages that came on the way as he 
moves slowly ahead through the forest, and the Lord gave all of them lots of happiness 
and joy. [The sages and hermits were pleasantly astonished to see the Lord appearing in 
person at their hermitages, and were naturally overwhelmed with surging waves of 
ecstasy and happiness at the good fortune. They felt that all their hard penances and 
austerities have been fully rewarded when they met the Supreme Lord personally at their 
hermitages.] [Chaupai lines 3/9/6,8, Doha 9.] 


Lord Ram Meeting sage Sutikshana: Ram Charit Manas 


gA Ra a Aa ga I aa gA A TAT 11 | 
WY AMA ATT Als Wa | HLA AANA SAK TAT 113 
Prec 03 A AP Tart | pie J Se St ear Tar 1110 
aa Te fH! afer sire | fa aar AS SA AA TE 1116 [3/10/1,3, 10, 16] 
ae aa gA gai Mr aR è T mÈ aK | 
Fa aaa ay A BR yor AfA APR 111 [Doha 3/10.] 


Sage Agastya had a learned and wise disciple named Sutikshan (1). As soon as he heard 
that Lord Ram is approaching his hermitage, he rushed out eagerly to receive him, all the 
while fancying about his good luck (3). And at the instant when he saw the Lord, the sage 
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became (almost) drowned in a wave of love (and appeared to lose his self consciousness). 
Narrating this incident, Lord Shiva told Parvati (his divine consort) that the sage's 
condition was such that it can't be described in words. (10). 

Then Lord Ram went near the sage and was overjoyed at seeing his condition 
expressive of extreme happiness, devotion, love and affection (16). 

Gathering courage, the sage fell at the Lord's feet and clasped it again and again. 
Thereafter, he brought the Lord to his hermitage and worshipped him in various ways 
[Doha 3/10]. 


Lord Ram Meeting sage Agastya: Ram Charit Manas 


Tare HR Taare | ahs Tet PAST RA OAT 111 
Gad safes Geet StS ome | sh farcitfes ciras Set STE 11:9 
qA m ma RA E 1 fT afer site fre Sx ME 1110 [3/12/1,9-10] 


Fulfilling all the wishes of Sutikshan, Lord Ram, who is also known as ‘Rama-Niwas’ 
(literally the one near whom the goddess Laxmi—‘Rama’—resides), happily started for 
his onward journey to the hermitage of sage Agastya (who was born from a Kumbha, a 
pitcher, hence the name ‘Kumbhaj’). (1). As soon as sage Agastya heard of Lord Ram's 
arrival, he jumped up cheerfully with excitement and rushed out immediately to meet 
him. Seeing Lord Hari (Ram) right in front, the sage’s eyes were full of tears (due to love, 
devotion, and the fruitation of his life-long penances, austerities, sacrifices, meditation 
etc.) (9). The two brothers (Sri Ram, Laxman) fell at the sage's feet who was filled with 
immense love and joy as he raised and embraced them affectionately. (10) [3/12/1,9,10] 


Departure for Panchvati: Ram Charit Manas 


FY WH AAR oS | a Gaeta! aS 1115 

SSH TF FAA TY ALS | SH AY APTA AX BE 1116 

OTT PE Te CIA TAT | Hist Hehe APS WK STAT 1117 

Tet ma gA rag TE | qa taad ATÈ 1118 [3/13/15-18] 


When Lord Ram enquired of the sage to guide him to a place where he can spend the next 
phase of his forest exile, Agastya replied—‘Oh Lord! There is a most charming and holy 
spot in a forest where you can live, and it is called Panchvati (15). This place (Panchvati) 
is situated in a forest called Dandak, so this forest will also be sanctified (purified) by 
your holy presence, and you would also liberate it from the terrible curse inflicted on it 
by a sage (called Sukracharya) (16). You make your residence there for some time and 
bless all the hermits and sages living in the area (17).’ 
Taking leave of Agastaya, Lord Ram approached Panchvati. (18) [3/13/15-18] 


Lord Ram Meeting Vulture king Jatau, and residence at Panchvati: Ram Charit Manas 
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ae fena À fe ag ag fate ifs sere | 
THAT Fre WY WS WT TS SE 11 [Doha 3/13.] 


Outside Panchvati and inside the Dandaka forest, Lord Ram met the Vulture king named 
Jatau, and the Lord be-friended him. Thereafter, he moved inside the Panchvati area (so 
called because it was marked by five huge ‘Vat’ or “Banayan’ trees that covered a large 
area and gave it shade from the sun) on the banks of river Godavari. There the Lord took 
up residence after erecting a hut of thatched leaves [Doha 3/13]. 


{Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman spent some time at Panchavati. The pleasant place derived 
its name because there were five (‘Panch’) huge banyan trees (‘Vat’). It was from this 
place that Sita was stolen by the demon king Ravana. Let us now read what the cause was 
that ignited the ferocious war that led to the routing of the demons and around which the 
epic ‘Ramayan’ is woven. } 


Demoness Suparnakha's Deformation: Ram Charit Manas 


GUTS Teas & aft | Ge gaa eA SA RT 113 
Taal A Tg TA A | AAAA N BT PART | 14 
FA SBT FET ST Atel 1 AS AN a fg a 119 
ad Sa AT Mes HAT | Ae A hes Teele frat 1110 
alate ara fa TUE | Hl SIS HA HAA Fag 1120 
ae fea safe cred at are OM faq atte | 
ae HL WH He Hat FA AAS 11 [3/17] [Chaupai 3/17/3-4,9-10,20, Doha 17] 


Now, demon Ravana had a sister called Suparnakha (literally meaning one whose nails 
are as big as a fan). She had a foul heart, was extremely perverted, and was cruel as a 
serpent (3). She went to Panchvati once, and on seeing the handsome brothers, was bitten 
by the lust-bug and got her passion aroused (4). Assuming the form of a beautiful damsel, 
she made lewed and lascivious proposals to Lord Ram, saying—‘I have searched the 
three Lokas (the 3 worlds consisting of the heaven, earth and nether world) but could not 
find a man appropriate to my liking (9). For this reason I have remained a virgin till now, 
but after seeing you, my mind is set at rest a bit. [That is, when I saw you two, I felt that I 
have finally found someone to my liking.] (10).’ 

Lord Ram saw that Sita was terrified, and so he signalled Laxman with his eyes 
(i.e. secretly, by a gesture) (20). Getting a hint from Sri Ram, Laxman chopped-off her 
ears and nose with agility and dexterity, thereby challenging Ravana by deforming her 
(Doha 3/17). 


The Barvai Ramayan describes this incident in its verse no. 28 as follows— 
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de a ofe AIRI AR apne | 
goal quae ASIA È T | 128 | | 





28-After naming the (four) Vedas symbolized by the to-and-fro (scissor-like clipping) 
movement of the four erect fingers pointing towards the sky, he (Lord Ram) sent 
Supernakha to Laxman. 

[The Vedas were traditionally taught and received by the oral method. Therefore, 
the ‘ear’ was the medium by which the Vedas were transmitted. Since the Vedas consist 
of hymns, the teacher and the disciple usually wave their ‘fingers’ in the air to recite or 
chant them. The ‘scissor-like clipping movement’ that the Lord used to “wave the erect 
fingers in the air near his ears’ was to transmit the message to Laxman that he should 
chop-off the ears of Supernakha. That is, Sri Ram instructed Laxman to chop-off her ears 
and nose by making signs. The ‘nose’ is implied in this sign language because to recite 
and chant the Mantras or the hymns of the Vedas, one has to hold the breath for a 
prolonged time. ] 


Slaying of demons Khar, Dushan, Trishara: Ram Charit Manas 


GR aa Ufé ag fererara | fer feet ga Te Te TTT 112 
ame PARA PL TRAM | AY ATS Mostar FAR Far 114 
afte wa fqac afer sian | frets pfa Ade Tera 1113 [3/18/2,4,13] 


Sobbing and lamenting inconsolably, she went to her cousins Khar and Dushan and 
challenged them, “Shame to you and to your manhood, oh brothers! [Look how I was 
subjected to such humiliation even while you are alive, and it’s a challenge to you to get 
the account squared.]’ 

On hearing the entire story, the demon chief gathered an immense army of 
demons. Swarming multitutes of demons of various shapes and forms rushed forth like 
huge winged mountains mounted on vehicles of different kinds (4). When Lord Ram saw 
that the hostile forces have arrived, he smiled, and raising his formidable bow, he 
stringed it (ready to counter attack and neutralize the enemy) (13). [3/18/2,4.13] 


ae = UH UA ale qa R a Ta Prats 
ak sora fy aR wa Ae Hae 11 [Doha 3/20/Ka] 


One by one, the demons died, yelling and crying "Ram, Ram", (and by doing so, even 
though out of anger and as a war-cry, they all got salvation because of uttering the holy 
name of the Lord even unwittingly). Using tricks (because Lord Ram was pitted against a 
huge army of demons), Lord Ram could kill all of them very quickly. [Doha 3/20/Ka] 
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Suparnakha instigates Ravana: Ram Charit Manas 


ga afa aaa AT | STS YTS Tes HAT 115 

ett aaa sere BR ae | Se ara cH aha fara 116 

KA ors Grate fas ut | afer afe cat fax ok srt 117 [3/21/5-7] 
ana fy es Tas ws wy ae Mat a Ble BK | 

ata afe fafae face a ari teat SA 11 [Doha 3/21, Ka] 


Seeing Khar-Dushan reduced to ashes (dead), Suparnakha went to instigate Ravana to 
take revenge (5). 

Filled with anger, she admonished and scolded him scornfully—‘You have no 
regard for your treasury (exchequer), your realm (what is or is not happing in your 
kingdom), you spend you time drinking and sleeping, unaware that your enemy (referring 
to Lord Ram because he is the destroyer of Demons) is at your very doorstep.’ Saying 
thus, she began weeping and lamenting profusely. (Chaupai 3/21/6-7, Doha 21) 


Ravana’'s use of Marich to kidnap Sita: Ram Charit Manas 


Te AHeA SA Ae Tat | Ts ANT fey Te Seat 1 [3/23/7] 
aga TAS Sel ANAT | ATS ATA FAA Ud APA 11 [3/24/6] 
TILE Thea HA as ST | Hel Gtsat STAM STAT 111 

Be He HT TS Sorat | She fats |e srt Tras 112 [3/25/1-2] 
aa aA ga AT | Tate fats ae Hea 113 

SHS Ai GT FIST AAT | Ta CTPeaS CATT AAT 115 

ave faa sift Sara ST | Te TA Ve BA BAT 117 [3/26/3,5,7] 
afe aa frme Sara Taw | aa as HIST TITS 111 

diet wen SPR HT ST | SIT BAT TAT TT 113 
aera oY of HR at | srg as Hela aaa 115 

TT CO AAT TI HA | So SPT AL HI FAA 116 

TS ches WA Sst AE ANT | ere URS SH A AR 1114 [3/27/1,3,5,6,14] 


Being thus incited, Ravana mounted his chariot and drove off alone to the spot near the 
sea shore where Marich resided [3/23/7]. The selfish ten-headed demon (Ravana) bowed 
his head before Marich [3/24/6] and narrated the full story to him with pride (1). Then he 
asked him to become a decoy golden deer (i.e. assume the fake appearance of a golden 
deer) so that Sita could be kidnapped (2) [3/25/1-2]. Realising that he is caught between 
the devil and the deep sea (for if he refused, Ravana was sure to kill him; and if he helped 
in the kidnapping, Lord Ram was certain to slay him) he sought the refuge of the holy 
feet of Lord Ram (3,5). 

Thus making up his mind, he accompanied Ravana with heart full of infinite love 
and devotion for Lord Ram's feet. [Marich was sure now that when the Lord pursues him 
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he will exclusively be able to have his divine sight, and when he would be finally killed 
by the Lord his salvation is also a certainty.] [3/26/3,5,7]. 

When Ravana reached Panchvati, Marich assumed the false appearance of a (golden) 
deer (1). Sita, on seeing such an attractively equisite creature (3), asked Lord Ram to kill 
it and bring its hide for her (5). Then, knowing the circumstances and all the reason for 
the happening, Lord Ram rose joyfully so as to fulfill the work of the Gods (for which 
reason the formless absolute Supreme Being had assumed a physical form of an 
incarnation as Lord Ram, and the work was to rid the earth from the torment and agonies 
inflicted upon it by the demons) (6). 

Pursuing the deer, Lord Ram shot it with an arrow as the cunning creature fell down 
with a loud noise. [3/27/1,3,5,6,14] 


Wa Shs cae Se | sar FHS Sct a TTT 117 

oe Sle Sq Sel MATS | Aes THT GE HL AS 1112 

TF Vat fT BI SATA | We AAA Ta ATA YATAT 1113 [3/28/7,12,13] 
de mda Ta Ta chefs a Sarg | 

Fe TAIT Sgt Wa LA Stes FTE 11 [Doha 3/28.] 


When Sita was alone (because on hearing the dying-cry of Marich, Sita had sent Laxman 
to enquire and help Lord Ram), Ravana, disguised as a recluse, approached her (7) and 
made vulgar advances. Shocked at his behaviour, Sita admonished him (12), whereupon 
Ravana showed her his true form (of a 10-headed monster-demon) and Sita was instilled 
with awe and fear when he told her his real name (13). 

Angrily and forcefully, Ravana seated her on his chariot and drove back to his 
kingdom (Lanka) by the air-route in a great hurry, so afraid he was that he was scarcely 
able to drive. [Doha 3/28.] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/3— 


Je È Ta-aa ae ht | 

daad R AGA R, Pe PE PA YATT 111 

area aAA Aa AA Hele sha ater | 

q mA ST AS PT, ARE ASA He 112 

Na- gA AiR Saar Tate aaa Cire | 

TA aft, fa fia Farad aft ma-ran A 113 

Tiel Fee Fare AAAS -gR A Te | 

anata, aa, aAA, AAA À gA 3 are 114 [3/3] 


Verse no. 3/3—Sri Ram, Sita and Laxman are sitting inside the beautiful thatched hut in 
the Panchvati forest (1). At the moment when Sita saw the golden deceitful deer studded 
with priceless gems, its skin glistening with the hue of gold, she said to her husband 
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(Lord Ram), ‘If you can trap and bring this deer alive, it is worth keeping; and even if it 
is killed, its hide is very beautiful (and we can use it as a seating mat).’ (2) 

Hearing the words of his beloved, Lord Ram lifted the bow and arrow. Seeing 
Lord Ram pursuing it, the deer ran away, but constantly kept glancing back (because) he 
could recognise Lord Ram who had protected sage Vishwamitra's sacrifice (and had 
thrown Marich far to the sea-shore using a headless arrow) (3). 

The image of Lord Ram running behind a golden deer is very attractive and 
indescribably beautiful. The Lord's running, bending, taking aim, getting tired and resting 
a while, and then resuming his run to pursue the golden deer—Tulsidas says that he has 
permanently etched this enchanting scene in his heart (4) [3/3]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 3/1 


daad R pdt HAS FTA GAs TENT | 
aie fren, fra ag od, Tere’ wa st A Bie STE 111 
aha on rt ae ha aa, Foo AA ATE 


TAG GT WIT WA Ot VATA ATE 112 
Verse no. 3/1—Lord Ram is sitting near the hut in Panchvati along with Sita and 
Laxman. Tulsidas says that the three look extremely beautiful and enchanting (1). 


Seeing a golden deer (a fawn), Sita asked Lord Ram to go and fetch it for her. 
Then, Lord Ram picked up his bow and arrow and rushed towards that deer (2). 


The Barvai Ramayan describes this incident in its verse no. 29 as follows— 





edo Ra RA FE P | 
e4 Ska pë des yfe S | 129 | | 





29-Sita, who was like an image made of a golden creeper, smiled softly (sweetly) and 
showed the (decoy) golden deer to him (Lord Ram). [Sita subtly indicated that the golden 
deer has attracted her attention, and she would like to have it. The comparison of Sita to a 
golden creeper is because her complexion is fair, and radiant like gold.] 


Upon hearing Sita’s request, Lord Ram picked up his bow and arrow and rushed towards 
the golden deer. It has been described in the Barvai Ramayan, verse no. 30 as follows— 


Wel FHe HX UX TY T YA | 
facatt gata eakerg sRaay sa | 130 || 





30-The Lord had a crown of matted hairs, held a bow and an arrow in his hands as he ran 
behind Marich (disguised as a golden deer at the behest of Ravana). The Lord looked 
back repeatedly at Sita with a sideways glance as he went far away pursuing the deer. 
This most endearing and enchanting view of the Lord resides in the eyes of Sita. 
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[When Ravana abducted Sita, she wailed woefully and was exceedingly 
sorrowful. She had no hope of ever seeing her beloved Lord Ram again. The last image 
of the Lord that she viewed intently as he picked up the bow and arrow to go behind the 
golden deer was etched permanently in Sita’s memory. This was the last beautiful image 
of the Lord that Sita enshrined in her heart and mind as the demon Ravana forcefully took 
her away. The most enchanting sight she last saw of the Lord was permanently engraved 
in her field of vision—whether she kept her eyes closed or opened, she always imagined 
that she is seeing the Lord going away behind the golden deer. She was very contrite and 
regretted her request, but now it was too late. 

The Lord had looked back repeatedly at Sita because the Lord is all-knowing and 
he knew that soon Sita would be abducted and he would not see her for a very long time 
again. His heart must have cried at the suffering that she would be subjected to for quite 
some time from now before he goes and retrieves her from the clutches of the demons. 
But it had to be done—because otherwise the demons would not be eliminated. 

It is not that Sita did not know what is coming—she had been briefed by the Lord 
before hand. That is why the Lord had sent Laxman to the forest to collect firewood, and 
had requested Sita to enter the fire and leave her image behind so that the Lord could 
accomplish the task of the Gods for which he had come all the way from the heaven to 
earth, and then from Ayodhya to the forest. Besides this, she was personified goddess 
Laxmi, therefore nothing was hidden from her as nothing was hidden from Ram who was 
Lord Vishnu personified. 

That is, they both knew what was coming. But the drama had to be played with 
the greatest of skill and expertise. No one should get the hint who they actually were—for 
then obviously Ravana would not have abducted Sita, and the whole enterprise of killing 
the demons on this excuse of Sita’s abduction would have failed.] 


{Lord Ram went far away pursuing the golden deer, far enough to give Ravana the 
chance and the freedom to abduct Sita comfortably. As has been noted above, it was a 
part of the greater scheme of the Lord, and he wished to make sure that this opportunity 
was not lost. He did not wish to make Ravana doubt whether he would be able to abduct 
Sita successfully or not. So he went as far away as was reasonable. Then he shot the deer 
who was the demon Marich in disguise. The demon cried out aloud the name of Laxman 
and then the holy name of the Lord softly before he died. His utterance of Lord Ram’s 
name at the final moment of his life ensured his emanciapation and deliverance. 

Meanwhile, when Sita heard Laxman’s name being called out, she thought that 
the Lord was in trouble. So she persuaded Laxman to go forthwith to the aid of the Lord. 
This was the opportunity the wicked Ravana was waiting for. He disguised himself as a 
hermit and came to the hermitage from his hiding place to ask Sita for food. As soon as 
she came close, he caught hold of her and fled. 

The Lord was on his way back after killing the deer, and so when he saw Laxman 
coming towards him, he knew at once that things have gone wrong, that Sita is not safe. } 


Geetawali: Raag Sorath: Verse no. 3/6— 
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TER FR SE TT AAT 

eT Tart, TH eeu HS, ALAS HC FARA 1! 
Gre Td | HS Pets ard WATT Bt AS | 

Hel AH, seh ea, alt faa ef voat ates 112 
ay facie aed gent oy “ong | ret a atest 
TOM Sal He Get Sa HR a A’ 113 [3/6] 


Verse no. 3/6—Lord Ram went very far away before killing the deer. The deer cried 
aloud ‘Oh Laxman!’ and then softly uttered ‘Oh Ram!’ before dying. In this way, even 
while dying, he remembered his old enmity, and at the same time he ensured his 
salvation. 

[By calling out for Laxman, Marich made it appear that Lord Ram was in danger so 
that Laxman leaves Sita alone and rushes to help Lord Ram. This will give Ravana an 
opportunity to kidnap her. This will also help Marich settle squares with Ram who had 
shot and flung him earlier when Marich had gone to defile sage Vishwamitra fire 
sacrifice. By saying ‘Ram’ as he collapsed dying, Marich had also pronounced the Lord's 
holy name which is at once a provider of emancipation and salvation. The Lord’s holy 
name liberates and delivers the soul from the cycle of transmigration and gives it 
permanent rest. So we see how clever Marich was—he has kept his word to Ravana that 
he would help him to steal Sita, he has settled his old enmity with Ram, and to cap it all 
he had even ensured his own Mukti, i.e. his own emancipation and deliverance 
simultenously by uttering the Lord’s divine name ‘Ram’ while dying. Definitely it is very 
clever of him!] (1). 

On hearing someone call out Laxman's name, Sita said to him, ‘Laxman, someone is 
calling you in the same manner as Lord Ram would.’ Laxman attempted to assure her 
that there is nothing to worry for the deer has been certainly killed. At this, Sita became 
angry and forcefully sent Laxman away 

Seeing Laxman coming towards him, Tulsidas' Lord Sri Ram said, ‘Brother, you 
have not done good. In my view, some scoundrel has deceitfully abducted Sita.’ (3) [3/6]. 


{When Ravana fled with Sita, she wailed and lamented woefully. She was filled with 
contrition and regretted what she did—first telling Lord Ram to go and bring the golden 
deer for her, and then asking Laxman to go away from the hermitage. } 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/7— 


SAR TAA peN AA | 
Raaf af fag ‘aR ae oT aT a Ae 111 
He HS TA; VS AH A, Tat SAT ST HS | 
Aa afaa- aA, aaa | fest efit 112 
areata fre aed Hele at, wet Hf Ars wt A 
TAR Re, Te! wee, at are ae a 113 
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qafa ma-ma- qf Stents ater ees Ta 
TAYA aA s, a A Aa? Aa A T 114 [3/7] 


Verse no. 3/7—[When Ravana deceitfully kidnapped Sita disguised as a reclusive 
hermit—] Sita wailed and lamented most woefully—‘Alas! Oh my beloved Lord Ram; 
who knows how far has he gone pursuing the deer! (1). Oh dear Laxman, I said harsh 
words to you and crossed the line marked by you. So oh son, excuse me. And save me 
from this hunter (Ravana) (2).’ 

Then she said to the forest deities, ‘Please tell Lord Ram that I have been 
kidnapped by the vile Ravana. Oh Lord (Ram)! I am in the clutches of this rascal like 
cow is in the hands of a butcher (3).’ 

Tulsidas says that hearing Sita's pitiful cry and hearing Lord Ram's name, the 
vulture king Jatau rushed forward angrily to help her rescue from the clutches of the 
demon. He said, ‘Daughter! Don't be afraid! This scoundrel (Ravana) can't escape from 
me now; I've come disguised as his own death! (4). [3/7] 


{Lord Ram returned to the hermitage and found it empty. He wept for Sita like an 
ordinary man. It must be noted that he did not wish to divulge his truthful identity to any 
spy of Ravana who might be watching him. This was absolutely necessary because 
otherwise the demon king would not fight with him and he would not be able to eliminate 
the sinful demons as promised to the Gods and the earth. } 


The lamentations of Lord Ram have been summed up in the Barvai Ramayan, verse nos. 
31-33, as follows— 


bab Um won Ukr do Rrars | 
ant fia pë afna are gars | 131 || 








31-[After Sita's abduction by Ravana—] Sri Ram said, "Laxman! Where is Sita who is 
like a golden spike or arrow, is like the phases of the moon’, is like the flame of a lamp’, 
and is like a star“? Telling me this’. 


[Note—'Sita is compared to the spike or the arrow here because she has become 
the cause of all future troubles for Lord Ram. 

?She is likened to the phases of the moon to indicate that, one, she is as 
beautiful as the moon, and second, like the moon disappearing on the dark night 
temporarily only to emerge the next day, Sita too has vanished from sight 
temporarily and the Lord is sure that sooner rather than later he would be able to 
see her again. 

*She is compared to the flame because the agony of her separation would now 
burn Lord Ram. 
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“She is compared to the star because she is now as distant and inaccessible for 
the Lord as the distant star in the sky.] 





Ma RA wa Hate afa fest ar 
mer Hay Hr erat gag fear | 13211 





32-Lord Ram said—‘Comparing its beauty, magnificence, charm and glamour with that 
of Sita, and becoming hopelessly dejected and despaired at its own inferiority, the Ketak 
flower [the fragrant flower called Pandarnus Odoratissimus] tore at its heart and wore a 
garland of black bees as a token of its despair and ignominy. [This flower is surrounded 
by black bees which are attracted to it because of its sweet fragrance. The Lord alludes to 
this. Basically he says that Sita has now been surrounded by gloom and despair that are 
represented by the Ketak plant which is surrounded by black bees inspite of it being so 
beautiful to look at.] 





Aaa GR HY Ve Ba VT Brg | 
aft ag & 8A He Vara 3s | 133 || 





33-[Sri Ram tells Laxman—] 'The coolness of the moon (i.e. the moonlight that is 
soothing and provides peace to troubled souls) is spread in all the directions of the world, 
but the same moonlight acquires the heat of fire on contact with our bodies.’ [The 
moonlight is unable to provide any comfort and solace to Lord Ram and his brother 
Laxman who are extremely tormented by the abduction of Sita.] 


{As Ravana fled with Sita, he was confronted by Jatau, the old vulture king. He tried his 
best to stop Ravana and rescue Sita, but finally Ravana cut the poor Jatau’s wings with 
his sword. The bird fell down on the ground, mortally wounded. But he managed to hold 
his life tenanciously till the time the Lord arrived so that he can pass on the information 
to him that Sita was abducted by Ravana, and die in the presence of the Lord so that he 
gets liberation and deliverance forever. Eventually, Lord Ram reached the place, found 
the dying Jatau who told the news of Sita’s abduction by Ravana, and when Jatau died 
the Lord performed his last rites like he would have done for his own father! What more 
would any living being want? All those who have taken birth are bound to die, but who 
gets the rarest of rare opportunity that the Lord would perform his funeral himself. In 
this, Jatau is the most fortunate character in the story of Ramayan. The other person 
having the same privilege is Sabari whose last rites were also done by the Lord himself. } 


Jatau's Death: Ram Charit Manas 


Test OT Se a | TaHetiersH AR alsa 117 
ata FOR cis oe | fat ete oa After AE 118 
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Stet OF apes SP ara | HRES STATA HK ATT. 119 

aa Hla GT SS | Ses Uf aA HE Ta 1110 

ti ge oe fea ae | fata aes a AR AA 1111 
qae mR AN sé | oS UH TE Fes Fe 1120 

aa ante fife Rafter | prefs Wa See HUT | 12 | 

pe te te aT att | GPR wa BR stay Het 11 22 [3/29/7-11, 20-22] 
APT TAd WT WY Tear | Wawa qe anaa Sea 115 

ara afta src SAT | Te fareHer Ts WPT SAT 116 

CO TASTE FE AA | PSA Act Aa Tw Tet 118 

ST HT Heras Sar | Get TH a fas VAT 1118 [3/30/5,6,8,18] 
qa He Me Faq OR eT | Gag TA AS Fa AAT 11 

A Sa BS Mid Hla | ais Ger TaHEAT Ve cies 112 

ot afeoa fafa vas thar | farcrafe aft Eek at aE 113 

RS PT TY WSS WAT | Ae ed Sta HUTA 114 [3/31/1-4] 
ther oe af a BR BT | YT aS Ge the ST | [3/32/1] 


On hearing the pitiful cry of Sita, the vulture king Jatau recognised that it was the voice 
of Sita, wife of Lord Ram (7). He saw that the vile Ravana was taking her like a cow had 
fallen into the hands of a barbarian (or a butcher) (8). He said to Sita, ‘Daughter! don't be 
afraid! I will kill this demon.’ (9) 

Saying this, he dashed forward like a thunderbolt striking against a mountain (10). 
‘Oh you Rascal, wait! Don't you know me! How dare you go so fearlessly when I am 
around? (11). The vulture attacked Ravana with its sharp beak and tore at his body. For 
nearly half an hour, Ravana lay unconscious (20). When he came to himself, he drew his 
sword angrily and cut off Jatau's wings (21); the poor Jatau fell on the ground, invoking 
Lord Ram's glory and name (22). [3/29/7-11, 20-22]. 

Meanwhile, Sri Ram and Laxman, after killing the deer, returned to their 
hermitage at Panchavati on the banks of river Godavari, and finding it empty they 
became perturbed and full of sorrow (5, 6). Laxman consoled Lord Ram in various ways, 
and then they began their search for Sita, asking all the creepers, trees and leaves about 
her whereabouts (8). After some time they came upon the vulture king (Jatau) lying on 
the way, wounded, and concentrating his mind on Lord Ram's holy feet (by uttering the 
Lord’s holy name as he writhed in pain and gasped for life) (18). [3/30/5,6,8,18]. 

Seeing Lord Ram, Jatau recovered a bit and said, ‘Listen, dear Ram, the liberator 
from the circle of birth and death (or from the fear of transmigration) (1). I have been 
reduced to such a plight by the 10-headed demon Ravana. He has kidnapped Sita (2), and 
has gone in the south-ward direction from here. Sita was wailing like an osprey (3). I 
have survived because I wanted to see you for the last time. Now my soul wants to leave 
this body (4).’ [3/31/1-4]. 

Saying this, Jatau left his mortal body and assumed a divine form which was fully 
decked up in various clothes, ornaments, and a yellow coloured over-garment called 
‘Peet’ (1). [3/32/1]. 
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Geetawali: Verse no. 3/8— 


fired 4 ARS I AAT | 

aaf aa- ea Sd, Gs Gs SR Sa 111 
fara ferret frat, ot cite fra, 4 arats stepereT 
a AN AR, AE R, ÜR A J-A RTR 12 
MRR ERA a RA, Raa a aE earth 1 
qaan q-a mea, aa Aen agmi 113 [3/8] 


Verse no. 3/8—Jatau scolded and reproached Ravana severely and repeatedly, but the 
latter did not relent. Then Jatau swiftly attacked the horses with his beaks and claws and 
killed them, and broke the chariot into splinters (1). Then he snatched Sita from Ravana's 
clutches, who being severely wounded and seething with anger, drew his sword and cut 
the wings of the vulture, recovered Sita, and escaped (2). 

Tulsidas says that at that moment, the Gods and enlightened ones praised Jatau that as 
long as he lived, he fought the demon valiantly and did not let him proceed with Sita. 
Jatau is very lucky, and glory to him! (3). [3/8] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/13— 


Tet ter Te BL SAT 

FA- MAF HA-A BPs AAS sree Vt 111 
are, oa l amA AA aa À Ag- aa a T | 
aR a aR A Hia A, IA Tg a TÀ 112 
ag Afà wa Halt Ty Ta, TA R AR S | 

AF Mm, aaf aaa-AA, aA AAR AE 113 
qi Ig e Siaa af waa a erat cat 


IA aa ma gA ga gR pat gf dA ? 11 [3/13] 


Verse no. 3/13—Lord Ram lifted the wounded Jatau on to his lap and washed him with 
his tears full of love and affection (1). Then he said, ‘Oh Laxman, listen! When I'd met 
the vulture king in the forest, I forgot about the death of our fatherl. But the wicked Gods 
could not tolerate my peace and they destroyed even this solace which I had been left 
with (2).’ 

[It is to be noted here that Jatau is the only and exclusive character in the whole 
Ramayana who has this privilege of being put on the same or even a notch higher 
pedestal than Dasrath. It is indeed remarkable that Lord Ram cremated Jatau with his 
own hands, a benefit which was denied to Dasrath due to circumstances. In Hindu 
system, it is the eldest son who gets this privilege, and it is a curse, or most unusual, that 
a father is cremated by someone other than his own sons. However, by cremating Jatau, 
Lord Ram gave him the rarest of rare privilege which is available not even to the Gods] 
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Then Lord Ram requested Jatau to keep his body (not to die) but the courageous 
vulture did not move from his resolve, and said (3)—‘Oh Lord! I wouldn't be cheated for 
this false life (i.e. I don't want to trade the rare opportunity I've got to attain salvation 
with living a life which is false and illusionary). Well, he—whose name is unavailable 
even to the sages at the time of death—is standing before me, well say where shall I find 
you again, where shall I find such a golden chance to attain liberation and deliverance 
again. [I'm not so stupid that I'll let go of such a golden and God-sent chance for salvation 
by bargaining it with a life that is mortal.] (4).’ [3/13] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/15— 


AR ora aa | ce fer SAT 


afaa a qaqa, Aife fiat qe as 11 
Ra, sa-a S fate tars Sf cht 
CRAIGS, RAS, AT HARA HF 112 

afta aaa, Of a-a, Ta A-A A | 
AA Aen AEN n | afer, mel Gara, TAT 113 

TR aks aa a a ma, A dt, eta aes ? 

Gert oy feat sae FIs St, US AAT AT 114 [3/15] 


Verse no. 3/15—Lord Ram said, ‘Oh Father! In my view, you should live a bit longer for 
a few more days. Give me an opportunity to serve you as a son, so that you can enjoy the 
privileges of being a father (1). Gods are now pleased with you, so ask them for a divine 
form and a boon to live according to your wishes, and please everyone by praising and 
singing the Glory of Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva (2).’ 

Then, hearing such sweet-as-nectar voice and words of Lord Ram, and finding his 
body drenched in the tears overflowing from Lord Ram's eyes, Jatau looked up to him 
and said, ‘Son! I'm so exceptionally lucky and so very glad! Believe me, I speak from my 
heart (3). Even the four fruits (Artha or prosperity, wealth; Dharma or righteousness; 
Kaam or wished fulfillment; Moksha or liberation from transmigration of soul) are no 
match to my death (in your arms)!’ 

Tulsidas says that this argument and logic made Lord Ram speechless because it 
was the irrefutable truth; Lord Ram's silence was a seal of approval of Jatau's devotion 
and love for the Lord, as well as his emancipation and salvation inspite of his having a 
body that is regarded as most despicable (4). [3/15] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/16— 


RY afer, ara | Bear | 

de-est oft ogg flor, we alle seers! 111 
wae gya- He sro feats Ry afl 
erat Ue aad BIR wa ofeel| 211 
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Om wire, uke a RA, amoa fae ag | 

dea TH Od wi-we-orfe, ae fo APT TSE !! 311 
Ag e—far PR yA A A TI 

va ug AAR gett we! q mea gA ÀNIA 








Verse no. 2/16—[Sri Ram replied—] ‘Oh dear! Please hear my message. Do not tell 
father (Dasrath) anything about Sita being abducted, as this will enhance his worries (1). 

All the enemies and opponents would burn themselves soon in the fire of your 
glory, fame, righteousness and noble deeds. [This is a way of Lord Ram showing respect 
to Jatau.] At that time, Ravana himself along with all his kin and relatives would go and 
convey all this news in the assembly of Gods. [By saying these words, Sri Ram has 
ensured a place for Ravana amongst the ‘assembly of Gods’ in the heaven. Indeed, 
though being a ferocious, cruel, vile and most despised creature (demon), Ravana and his 
near and dear ones went to the heaven just by the virtue of them being slayed at the hands 
of the Lord.] (2).’ 

Hearing these words (of Sri Ram), keeping his beauteous image in his mind and 
heart, bowing his head reverentially at his holy feet, and hearing Sri Ram's fames and 
glories as well as his own being sung in the sky (by the Gods), the vulture left for his 
heavenly abode through the path of the sky. [Here, by saying ‘Jatau went to heaven’, it 
alludes to his soul that went to the heaven or the abode of the Lord.] (3). 

Raghupati (Sri Ram) performed the last rites of the vulture as if he were his (Sri 

Ram's) own father, and thereafter, the Lord sent him to his own abode. 
Tulsidas addresses himself and wonders, ‘Oh you idiot and wicked fool! Do you want to 
have comfort, happiness, joy and bliss by forsaking (or forgetting, ignoring, neglecting, 
being opposed to) such a (benign, merciful, gracious, compassionate, benevolent, 
magnanimous, munificent) Lord? (4).’ 


Dohawali: Verse nos. 222-227— 


222. uR Rama a ma Aa Ra aa AA | 
qo mi eR gp AR AA 1 | 


Tulsidas says that the old vulture king Jatau is most lucky and glorious for he was 
injured while trying to rescue Sita (from the clutches of Ravana) and, though he 
possessed an evil body, he died in the lap of Sri Ram while gazing at his beauteous face. 
What a beautiful way to die and attain emancipation of soul! 


223. Ra pu a m gA Rra Sa ate Ay I 
Tet Gere Aea gA atest Ht APs 


Tulsidas says that on hearing the news of how Jatau had died, the ascetics, 
Karmayogis (those who do their duties in a righteous manner), devotees, wise-men, 
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sages, mystics, hermits, higher and lower born—in short, all men became jealous and 
praised his death (i.e., all wished that such a death should come to them also). 


224. AU AT AR dat ae Tete a 
ol Fre Sa it heros aT APT A 


So many have died till now; so many are dying at present; and so many will die with 
time-— but till today no one has got a death comparable to that of Jatau. 


225. JČ ypa siaa Tepe TET AeA gay 
Tere Bat Ff steep Aer at AR 
Some are liberated (emancipated) after death, some while still alive. (e.g. sages, 
seers, mystics, hermits)— there are different types (variations) of salvations. Tulsidas says 
that Jatau's death and liberation of soul was greater (i.e., far better and superior) than any 
known type. 


226. war fret fast afta at facies ct Az | 
Ra ga aR Ra ma aR ee asi Hie eae 11 


Lord Sri Ram looked at the wounded and immensely suffering Jatau; that (stable- 
minded and steadfast) creature also looked back at the two brothers (Ram and Laxman) to 
his heart's content; then after telling them the news of Sita (and the direction she was 
taken by Ravana) and fervently chanting the glorious holy name of Sita—Ram, Jatau left 
his mortal coil (body) and died a glorious death. 


227. aad aa wale afed arg oR arg I 
Grad Fy TA Wy SUS TTT | 


Lord Sri Ram, who is an ocean of graciousness and mercy, performed the last rites of 
Jatau with a devotion and fervour which was ten times more than what he had for his own 
father Dasrath, and having done so, he, along with his brother Laxman, gravely mourned 
his (Jatau's) death. 


{The Lord moved ahead on his journey through the forest, and came face to face with a 
demon called Kabandh. He was a head-less trunk, with arms and legs protruding from its 
abdomen, and a hole in it for a mouth. He was much like an octopus. } 


Liberation of Kabandh: Ram Charit Manas 
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anaa dg pia Aaret | Afè wa Het GH STAT 116 
gaa AR AA a I ag a Afa fet AÀ 117 [3/33/6-7] 
HA mA pA PAS AS | TAS TT A A TR 1 1[3/34/4] 


The demon Kabandh met Lord Ram on the way and was immediately vanquished. Then 
he told Lord Ram the entire story of his curse pronounced by sage Durvasa. But on 
seeing Lord Ram's holy feet, that curse had been wiped away [3/33/6-7]. Thereafter, he 
bowed his head at the holy feet of Lord Ram (and regaining his original form of a 
Gandharva or a celestial dancer he went to heaven. [3/34/4] 


{Then Lord Ram and Laxman arrived at the hermitage of Sabari. A brief note on her is 
appended to the verse of Ram Charit Manas below. } 


Lord Ram meeting Sabari: Ram Charit Manas 


TR SS Tle TA SANT | aA $ A TY AIT 15 
watt ea 7a We Se | APT Tar SHS fs ATT 116 
AE- ba Ae Her Ge aif Faw aH ae Sas 
Xa aa I Ge ANAK Tas | 1[3/34/5-6,0] 
Tiel SHR sr As Set | Tae ferctifes sift fA aA [3/35/11] 


After liberating Kabandh, Lord Ram went to the hermitage of Sabari (who was a 
backward caste women, born in a wild Bhil tribe, but attained sainthood due to her piety 
and devotion)’ (5). Sabari saw that the blessing of her guru has borne fruit when she saw 
Lord Ram enter her hermitage (6). Sabari offered to Lord Ram most delicious edible 
bulbs, roots and fruits, which he ate with relish. [3/34/5-6,0] 

Then she reverentially stood before the Lord with folded hands and palms touching 
each other as a gesture of showing great respect, and her devotion knew no bounds as she 
gazed at the Lord’s divine face. [3/35/1] 


[Note—'Sabari, also pronounced as Shabari:--refer Glossary in appendix no. 2 
for a short life-sketch of Sabari.] 


HTT Hs ST AAT | srafs He HRICTT 1110 
Tor R oie TATE | Te stefe Gita fae 111 | 
i aa alate co TST | TAS Tee AAT 1112 
oe ale Ha Geel facies eh qe sad ye Gost a 
aR SPT raeh ee gR Te cia AE Te ate FHL | [3/36/10-12, chand-1] 


Lord Ram enquired Sabari to tell him if she knew anything about the whereabouts of Sita 
(10). She replied, ‘Oh Lord! Go to the lake called Pampa, where you'll befriend the 
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monkey king named Sugriv, who shall tell you everything. Though you know all, it’s 
such a wonder that you still prefer to ask me!" (11-12). 

After telling the whole story (about how her own salvation was predicted by sage 
Matanga at the hands of Lord Ram by having his communion), she left her mortal body 
by the fire of Yoga, and attained communion of her soul with the Supreme Soul (i.e. she 
attained the holy feet of the Lord) from where there is no return (i.e. she ended the cycle 
of re-birth and transmigration of soul). [3/36/10-12, Chand-1] 


{Geetawali describes the meeting of Lord Ram and his ardent devotee Sabari in beautiful 
words. We will read the whole text consiting of a set of eight verses. } 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/17/1— 








ut dg sd, wept a RAA- 

Ut Yeats gad yA- SUI 
gA- 8 aia, aA Ute, AY yopa | 
Trae dg, Ga AR poa, PA aea aÑ 
Hga aia mA, gA AnA AN | 

wat woud eA Yad Yee Yqe—well || 111 

















Verse no. 3/17/1—Ever since Sabari woke up today morning, her left eyelids and left 
arms (biceps) are quivering (palpitating, vibrating). These auspicious signs indicate some 
good tidings which are even difficult for the sages and hermits to imagine; her heart has 
immense bliss and joy which is rare even for them. Her eyes are full of tears and the body 
is thrilled. She erected a thatched hut of reeds and grass, filled a pot with water and 
started towards the forest path (from where she expected Sri Ram and Laxman to arrive). 
She has pleasant hopes in her heart and repeatedly recalls the auspicious prophesy of sage 
Matang (that she will have the good fortune of seeing the divine form of Lord Sri Ram). 
It appears that the Kalpa-creeper, already blooming with beautiful flowers, has collected 
all the rewards (fruits) of the good deeds there are, converted them into fruits of bliss, 
happiness and joy, and has got itself laden with them. [Here, the creeper is Sabari, the 
flowers are her virtues and noble characters, the good deeds are the long services she had 
rendered to sage Matang after being castrated by the society and condemned by it, and 
the fruit is her final reward in the form of having Darshan or divine and holy viewing of 
the Lord, followed by her emancipation and final salvation.] (1).” 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/17/2— 


vata wed ve west R any 

qma -Rae yg frat we alata || 
yg faa wea sm fefe Te sted | 
sere Waray yford Na aa gè il 
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ae aa ef yma Aaa g | 
gg aR oe ms gÀ ANg FA age]! 211 





Verse no. 3/17/2—{She contemplates—] 'Ah! Today my dearer-than-life guests Sri Ram 
and Laxman would come. Sri Ram—who is of a sweet temperament, is the sustainer and 
benefactor of the poor, lowly, humble and downtrodden—knows what is inside the mind 
of his devotees (because he is all-knowing, all-pervading, omnipresent and resides in the 
heart of his devotees). Now, I shall (go and) worship Sri Ram who is worshipped by 
Brahma, Shiva, Parvati and other Gods. Invoking Raghunath's (Sri Ram's) promise and 
famed glories of making the downtrodden, sinful, lowly and wretched ones into pure and 
holy ones, I shall now see him as my Lord (benefactor, liberator, purifier, succour and 
solace provider, sustainer and protector), and shall, as a result, reap the benefits of this 
world (i.e. I will be getting the rewards of being alive, and specially at the opportune 
moment when the Lord has manifested himself on this earth and is passing this way) as 
well as attain liberation (from the shackles of this mundane, delusion-ridden world) and 
salvation (of my soul). Besides this, the third beneficiary would by Tulsidas who would 
benefit by singing the virtues and glories of the Lord for eternity (2).’ 


[Note—The point to note here is that Sabari has kept Tulsidas in mind while 
thinking of the benefits she will get on seeing Sri Ram. Perhaps Tulsidas was 
present as a ‘spirit’ on that occasion to witness that rarest of rare occasion just as 
he was present at Janakpur garden where Sri Ram had met Sita. Lovely indeed! 
The narration of these verses is in the present tense which also indicates the poet's 
presence on the occasion in a ‘spirit’ form. Here he acts as a scribe, a 
correspondent, a first hand witness to the unfolding drama of ardent devotion, 
matchless faith and conviction, as well as of the liberation of a downtrodden, an 
outcaste and an old wretched lady who was lifted instantaneously to a pedestal 
higher than that of a mother. This will be evident as we read on—] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/17/3— 





ar SER wA a pa, PARA | 
aq afd sap sdeled AJRA |l 
aja san sq vat fro fea fa wa aid 
ax Weg wea og wea wea ald || 

Ct AM, BI MR, RAAPA va wor MAÈ | 
qs m mÀ Rae A-a fa 3I 














Verse no. 3/17/3—Then, Sabari made beautiful cups or bowls (out of green, freshly 
plucked leaves) and filled them with the most pleasant, the sweetest and the most 
appealing edible roots, stems, fruits and flowers, all of which were most succulent, tastier 
than Amrit (elixir of life) and most charming to behold. [Of course, the adjective ‘tastier 
than Amrit’ alludes to the eatables such as fruits, roots and stems, while ‘most charming 
to behold’ apply to all of them including the flowers.] 
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Even as a mother gathers, prepares and keeps the best of things for her loving 
child, she brought most attractive and lovely fruits etc. for the Lord, dipped them 
symbolically in the nectar of love and affection which was thousands of times more 
succulent and sweeter than Amrit, and kept them away safely for Sri Ram. She spiritedly 
went inside her hut one moment, came out horridly a moment later, shaded her eyes with 
her out-stretched palms acting like a shade over her thick set of eyebrows, and looked 
intently, expectantly, yearningly and most eagerly down the path from where Sri Ram 
was expected to approach her hermitage. Just at that moment, realizing the intensity of 
Sabari's love, affection, devotion, endearment and yearning, the two brothers came to her 
Ashram (3).” 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/17/4— 


SH Yad Teh, sad eh A-R | 

fafa ate we, @ ao fate, et aa ss’ 111 
aft ams È aot ? Pek par area & | 

Te TA, X AT AISA 112 
E-A-a Safe Sra -ga Fart aI | 
at Safest SH sat SS, TH A MAÈ | 13[3/17/4] 


Verse no. 3/17/4—When Sabari heard of the arrival of Sri Ram and Laxman, she went 
forward, and seeing them with her eyes she became overwhelmed with affection, 
wondering in amazement at her good fortune and the divine sight she beheld—‘Oh God! 
Is this a dream or a reality?’ (1) 

Saying this, she clasped the Lord's feet, which are the liberator of devotees of 
their sins (i.e. the Lord’s holy feet purify the heart, the mind and the body of the Lord’s 
devotees) (2). 

Realising that she is immensely blessed, most fortunate, exceptionally lucky and 
very privileged though being of a low birth, an ocean of joy emerged from Sabari’s heart. 
The Lord regarded her as if she was his own mother (3). [3/17/4] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/17/5— 


wa-ve tas ea, Yar facies | 

STAT Ot PAU ST Tess WaT 11 

qa- ipa aR A, a-m- TÀ | 

pa-pa i-ga R YR R ATÀ 112 

yy an gafa ma, A MIR R TÀ | 

PaA ag pa R af, ma-a aa aà 113 [3/17/5] 
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Verse no. 3/17/5—She laid a red-carpet of affection to welcome them (Sri Ram and 
Laxman), washed their feet by the water of her tears, and then brought them reverentially 
inside the hermitage and seated them (1). She washed Lord Ram's feet and worshipped 
him, and this helped Lord Ram to overcome the weariness of the journey. Then she 
brought edible bulbs, roots, fruits, and germinated seeds etc. in new bowls made of leaves 
and placed them in front of them (Sri Ram-Laxman). Lord Ram started eating them, all 
the while relishing them and enjoying their delicious taste—thereby showing his due 
respects to the poor old woman (2). Symbolically, Lord Ram, by eating those fruits, 
burned her four accumulated fruits of Artha (prosperity), Dharma (Righteousness), Kaam 
(wish fulfillment), and Moksha (liberation). Instead of these humdrum rewards, he gave 
her the fruit of Devotion and Eternal Bliss (3). [3/17/5] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/17/6— 





yt aft, ew gy yf afea me Nei 

‘of ofa of wer ago Ait af wy areal 
vy we Ama fa wat, A AÀ m | 

yapa wia Ne-a- MA APTS || 

dar gA Noe wet PAATE | 

yA aA g og wae ga shea aR 11 61 














Verse no. 3/17/6—The Gods are happily showering flowers and feeling very glad, while 
the sages and saints too feel extremely delighted and praise (Sabari) for her good fortune. 
They observed, ‘Look how Lord Ram and Laxman are enjoying the offerings (of fruits, 
edible roots and stems) made by her (Sabari) and relishing its taste as if they were very 
hungry. Sri Ram (as the macrocosmic Viraat Purush or the Supreme Soul) is the 
consumer of the various offerings made in a fire sacrifice. It is a great marvel that he is 
relishing the fruits, desiring more, and Sabari is also repeatedly giving him the fruits one 
by one with cherish’. This is how Sabari is being praised by the most exalted and 
fortunate persons such as the Siddhas (mystics, attained ones), sages Sankadi etc., and 
Lord Shiva. They all feel thrilled and emotional at the sight of the Lord being served by 
her. 

Ah! The sons of Kaushalya and Sumitra (Sri Ram and Laxman respectively) are 
partaking (or relishing, enjoying the taste of) raw fruits and vegetables offered to them 
(by Sabari) as the most honoured guests. [By referring to their mothers, Tulsidas means 
that Sri Ram and Laxman were born to queens, were accustomed to most delicious of 
foods, and were pampered with the choicest of delicacies. But today, in order to uphold 
the sanctity of the old Sabari's love and affection for them, they are relishing raw fruits 
and vegetable products as if they were the most delicious and choicest of eatables offered 
in the royal palace by their respective mothers. ] 

Tulsidas asserts that after hearing what he (Tulsidas) says, one must become 
certain and convinced that Sri Ram is moved only by, or is subject to control only by, or 
can be overcome only by devotion and love which are pure, with deceit, and sincere, and 
nothing else. [Indeed, even the most humble, downtrodden, out castes and lowly creatures 
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were embraced by Sri Ram relying on the basis of their having undiluted love, affection 
and devotion of the highest order for the Lord. Some of these examples are the 
following—the Kols, Kirats, Bhils (forest tribal), Nishad (the boatman), Guha (cave 
dwellers), vulture (Jatau), Sabari (the outcaste old lady), monkeys (Sugriv), bears 
(Jamvant), demons (Vibhishan) etc.] (6).” 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/17/7— 





wR dag vo, uml OR vA oe DIR 

el af af mg, wg Aq FARa ARI 

Wee FARA, ang WaRag Wa Hl] 

aaam EA Pe oR aor ye ant ATI 
ama—ferrfar—aiet 4g RA AEn AT | 
RR as, aq ws was, veafafe oer Wr 711 




















Verse no. 3/17/7—[After eating—] Raghubar (Sri Ram) drank a sip of water (i.e. he 
sipped a little quantity of water just enough to clean his mouth), and got up. Then Sabari 
folded her hands (i.e. joined her palms), bowed her head reverentially to him, and said, ‘I 
sacrifice myself upon you (literally, thank you very much indeed) for you have fulfilled 
my most earnest desire. You have fulfilled my (life long) quest and have also satisfied my 
self interest related to this mundane existence (by accepting my fruits and by being my 
honoured guest) as well as my spiritual well being (by ensuring my emancipation and 
salvation). 

I was a store-house (treasury, fount) of sins, evils, vices, malfeasance, 
unrighteousness and what not, but you have (emptied the room of all these and) filled it 
instead with happiness, bliss and auspiciousness.’ 

At that time, the austere hermits, Kirats and Kols and other such forest-dwelling 
tribes (who were present on that happy and auspicious occasion), established the Lord's 
beautiful, pleasant and magnificent image in their respective hearts, bowed their heads in 
front of him (in reverence and to pay obeisance), got his permission (to leave), obtained 
the most precious gift (literally, wealth) of devotion, affection and love for the Lord, and 
then went to their respective homes (7).” 


Geetawali: Verse no. 3/17/8— 


Ra- aa ad Ta-ra Prefs Prefs cis og | 

@ 2 yafeor ale FAs, TI STE 111 

aR AA maa ua wate, Ta-Tas St TE | 

fè ma-s A A BI A-AA FS 112 

Teststadt, -AA R-P PETAR | 

Tad, Gad, Tyas A fa Aa agaa AA FS 113 [3/17/8] 
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Verse no. 3/17/8—Sabari gave Lord Ram the entire news about Sita, and watching the 
countenance of the two brothers, circumambulating them repeatedly, her affection 
(motherly love) knew no bounds (1). She made her heart the abode of Lord Ram, and 
brimming with devotion, she went to the heavenly abode of the Lord. Lord Ram cremated 
her and performed her last rites as befitting his own mother (2). 

By singing the verses of Tulsidas, remembering the prayers and devotion of 
Sabari and singing the praises of the Lord of a benevolent and merciful nature, one can 
surely achieve the Eternal Blissful state of consciousness (existence) obtained by 
attaining the Shanti Pad (i.e. by obtaining the Holy Feet of the Lord that gives eternal 
peace and bliss to the soul of the creature) (3). [3/17/8] 


{Moving ahead, Lord Ram and Laxman arrived at the lake known as Pampa where the 
celestial sage Narad came to visit Lord Ram. } 


Ram's arrival at Lake Pampa: Ram Charit Manas 


Tet UA ST FA TS | ata ferat Tet A HE AS 1 1[3/37/1] 
aft ay Te atte GT | ToT ara ATT ANT | 1[3/39/6] 


Lord Ram left that forest (the Dandak forest) and went ahead. They (Ram and Laxman) 
were like lions amongst men, and they possessed immense strength (3/37/1). Then they 
reached lake Pampa. Its water was as placid and clean as the heart of saints (3/39/6). 


aha TH aft SRR THA | ASS HS HA YS TT 11 | 
oe GR TER HT | tS at BAST VTA 112 [3/41/1-2] 


Seeing the beautiful and enchanting lake, Lord Ram bathed in it and found immense joy 
by doing so. Then, seeing a nice shady tree, he sat down with his brother (to rest) [3/41/I- 
Zi. 


Lord Ram meeting the celestial sage Narad: Ram Charit Manas 


Ca oafe facies ome | ofl a atafe Ste straw Ste 117 

ae frat ane a SAT | TC Se WY YS ST 118 

ad Goad fA SoS | WS FST IK ST TMs 1110 

Em YS Aae Sort | cess WL A WER 1111 [3/41/7-8,10-11] 


The celestial sage Narad! was confused at the worldly behaviour and playfull 
activities/affairs of the Lord, so deciding that it was the best opportunity to meet him, he 
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came at Lake Pampa where Sri Ram and Laxman were resting (7-8). He prostrated 
himself reverentially before the Lord, who lifted and embraced him (10). Then, 
welcoming the sage, Lord Ram seated Narad near him, while Laxman washed his feet 


(12). [3/41/7-8,10-11] 


[Note—'Narad—See Glossary in appendix no. 2 at the back of the book for a 
pen sketch of Narad.] 


Narad's departure: Ram Charit Manas 


oe foe ae ante on ahs TAN ANG TT 
q a gaa aa Aeg St Vt Gt TT 11 [3/46/Chand-2] 


After thoroughly removing all his doubts and confusions, Narad bowed his head again 
and again, and went to the heavenly abode of his father Brahma. 

Tulsidas says that those people are blessed who, surrendering all hopes, are steeped 
in love and devotion for Lord Hari (Sri Ram) [3/41/7-8,10-11] 


Chapter 6 


Kishkindha Kand 


{This chapter deals with the following major events in the life story of Lord Sri Ram- 
Meeting with Hanuman, alliance with monkey king Sugriv, killing of Bali and coronation 
of Surgiv on the throne of Kishkindha, the kingdom of the monkey race, departure of 
monkeys in search of Sita, their arrival at the seashore off Sri Lanka, and advice of 
Sampati (Vulture) that they should leap across the ocean if they really wish to meet Sita 
because she is held in captivity in Lanka located in the middle of the ocean. 

This Kand is called ‘Kishkindha’ because the geographical area falls under the 
jurisdiction of the kingdom of Kishkindha. It was the kingdom of the monkeys and bears. 
Its headquarters was the city of Kishkindha. } 


Lord Ram's arrival at Kiskindha and Mt. Rishyamuk: Ram Charit Manas 


at set Te TTA | Ra da ARTT 111 


202 


qè u Ra fet Gar | strat ef stot Tet Slat 1 12 
aft Galt he Gy STAM | Fee ST Tet BI PAT 113 
af az wa ag foe | Hey sf fees Ge ge 114[4/1/1-4] 


Leaving lake Pampa (previous chapter), Lord Ram proceeded further and entered the 
forest rigion called Kishkindha. There he neared the mountain called Rishyamuk on 
which lived the exiled prince of monkeys named Sugriv along with his ministers. When 
he saw the two brothers, who were akin to bold and immensely courageous lions, he got 
frightened (because he thought his elder brother Bali, who had banished him from the 
capital due to some misunderstanding, had sent two warriors to kill him) and asked his 
main companion named Hanuman to take the form of a Brahmin student and go and find 
out the truth. If the guests were hostile, then Hanuman was to send a signal to Sugriv so 
that he could make good his escape.[4/1/1-4] 


[Note : Kiskindha, Rishyamuk mountain etc. are situated on the banks of river 
Tungbhadra in the erst-while Vijaya-Nagaram empire in the south of India. Its 
capital was at Hamphi.] 


Lord Ram's meeting with Hanuman: Ram Charit Manas 


far BT oR HT as TAS | AF AS VST SA AAS 116 

al rs Sarat TI SET | wet wT flees A ST 117 [4/1/6-7] 
HAT CH ch STE | SH fg Teas AT TA SAT | 

ae UF cera as Me | AT ATR GHAR Gere 112 

Set oo fatten aed | fay feefé ea Ge AS 113 

Wy Usa WS TS TAT | St GE Sar Ss APS TAT 115 [4/2/1-3, 5] 
ae TMA Sas SK AAT | Pst craa Set ifr STAT 11 [4/3/6] 


Hanuman assumed the form of a Brahmin and went there, bowed his head before Lord 
Ram and asked (6), “Sir, who are you two—one with a dark and the other with a fair 
complexion? You look as if you belong to the warrior class (Kshatriya); why are you 
wandering in the forest?’ (7) [4/1/6-7] 

Lord Ram introduced himself and Laxman, saying—‘“We are the sons of King 
Dasrath of Kaushal (Ayodhya) and have come to the forest to fulfill the vows of our 
father (1). Our names are Ram and Laxman, and we are brothers. We had a lady with us 
(2) who has been abducted by demons; we are roaming around searching for her (3).’ 

Recognising his Lord, Hanuman fell at Lord Ram's feet. Lord Shiva tells his 
consort Parvati that the infinite joy that Hanuman got at meeting his Lord is beyond 
words to describe (5) [4/2/1-3,5]. 

Then Lord Ram lifted him up, embraced him, and showed his immense affection 
for him by drenching him with his tears. [That is, the Lord wept when he met Hanuman 
as if he has met some long lost friend or companion of his.] [4/3/6]. 
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{Hanuman took the initiative and helped to strick a bond of friendship between Lord 
Ram and Sugriv, the exiled king of Kishkindha and the younger brother of Vaali. } 


Friendship Pact and Alliance with Sugriv: Ram Charit Manas 


Tg Seat HR Has Wes | Tt ga aa qa aF 112 

dfe aa ara Feat ast | ara safe ae strat BAST 113 

Ot Siar ax Gls Huse | Te Te AHe aife varshs 114 

TS Utes TH HE VT | stra TH TT HR CHAT 116 

Tet Fats AE TE ATA | HES StI SST LATA 117 
Ae- aa eqs Sa fas Hl Ga Ha GAS | 

mas mA ag HR St fa Sets 11 [4/4/2-4,6-7,0] 


Hanuman told Lord Ram, ‘Lord, the king of monkeys called Sugriv resides on this 
(Rishyamuk) mountain; he is your servant. Please make friendship with him and make 
him fearless because he too is distressed. He will help you in the search of Sita by 
sending monkeys in all directions.’ [4/4/2-4, 6-7] 

Thus, taking Lord Ram to Sugriv, he explained the circumstances of both sides to 
each other. Then, making a sacred fire stand as witness, a firm alliance between Lord 
Ram and Sugriv was made. [4/4/0] 


The Barvai Ramayan describes this meeting between Lord Ram and Sugriv as follows in 
its verse nos. 34-35— 


RIM AR aA RA AOA UT | 
ga Ù ys Na PRA arfa afr | 134 | | 





34-[Hanuman introduced Sri Ram to Sugriv and said—] 'These dark and fair 
complexioned brothers are named Sri Ram and Laxman respectively. The patron goddess 
of the virtue of ‘Kirti’ (repute, fame, glory, renown, honour, celebrity status, credit etc.) 
has found her importance, her greatness, her powers and her majesty because of their 
blessing.’ 

[That is, since Lord Ram is the Supreme Being himself personified, these grand 
virtues of the world derive their inherent glory from the Lord. If anyone acquires these 
virtues that come under the overall definition of ‘Kirti’ then surely it is because the Lord 
has blessed him with them. 

Hanuman praised the Lord to impress upon Sugriv that it will be in his interest to 
make friends with Lord Ram and Laxman. | 





HIT Te WA seit ayer sre | 
HES HAMS WX GA TA AMA! 1351 | 
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35-[Sugriv was convinced of Lord Ram’s greatness. So he tells the Lord—] 'Oh the one 
who is an abode of mercy, kindness and grace! How can I describe your glories and 
virtues—you are the only one who can protect someone like me who is evil, wicked and 
lacking in good virtues and characters, who is born in a low clan and race, and who is a 
destitute.’ [Sugriv is being modest and humble, because no one should be boastful before 
the Lord of the world. ] 


{After making friendship with Sugiv, Lord Ram sat down with him and both exchanged 
news and information about each other. Then Sugriv showed him some of the ornaments 
and pieces of clothes that Sita had thrown from the sky as Ravana’s chariot was passing 
over the Rishyamook mountain towards Lanka. She thought it wisely that if anyone picks 
them up and showed them to the Lord when he comes that way searching for her trail, 
these things would help to convince the Lord that she was being taken in the direction 
where the Lord was heading. Sugriv had picked them up, and now he showed them to the 
Lord for identification. } 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 4/1— 


oT TH ferent freak | 

J-A Fa, ho yor Td, Aorta AR a fra 111 
Grad se Als Aa, Ala, Ta Pate Het Peet Olena h 
ae Sra afe staan, Ta fart areca farsa 113 

aR ok aft sar an aa- Seed Prat fea 
qaam ae was Hed Het arma faye as foras 114 [4/1] 


Verse no. 4/1—[When Sita was being kidnapped by Ravana, his chariot flew over the 
mount where Sugriv and others lived. Seeing them, Sita had dropped some of her 
ornaments from the sky as a token and proof of her identity. She wisely thought that 
should Lord Ram happen to pass that way he may pick these up and know the rough 
direction in which she was proceeding. Now, presently, Sugriv showed them to him as a 
proof of the truth of what he was saying about having seen Sita being taken away by the 
air route by a demon. ] 

On seeing Sita's ornaments, Lord Ram was thrilled, his eyes became wet with 
tears and his heart overflowed with affection and joy (1). He hesitated at praising the 
glory of Sita. [She being his wife, it would sound unconventional and inappropriate to 
utter praises for her in front of other male companions], but her memory filled his heart 
with joy. Seeing his condition, Laxman, Sugriv and other monkeys also felt so emotional 
as if butter has started melting on contact with (emotional) heat (2). They became 
dejected and distressed at the thought of Sita's sufferings. At that time, the old bear-king 
called Jamvant consoled Lord Ram in different ways, using words of wisdom and 


205 


courage (3). Encouraged by him, the assembly began to ponder on ways to find and 
rescue Sita instead of wasting time in wailings and lamenting uselessly. Tulsidas says that 
a poet’s heart appears to be emotionless, merciless and harsh because he is describing 
those moments (i.e. he should not describe such a pitiful scene). 

[Here, Tulsidas is referring to himself because he is the poet who is describing 
these moments. What he actually means is that one should not regard him as being 
merciless and heartless simply because he describes such poignant moments, but one 
should understand that as a poet and a scribe it is his moral duty that he narrates 
everything as it happened in a neutral manner, regardless of whether any event or 
moment is painful or not.] (4) [4/1]. 


Ram Charit Manas: 
ae Ua saa a at | fates ara fafretsepat 112 
Ga aled sei wh a AS R À ee fa 113 
ma Gay eet F ora were oe ae fre 114 
TH Ua T TA Yat eae aha des ve ere 115 
APT WA Gea ate Set 1 de St cs Sls SH HPT 116 
we Ua Gye TST | deg Gra Aa sare eT 117 
Ws Wan ates Gane | aie fate fates raat srg 118 [4/5/2-8]. 


Eyes filled with tears, Sugriv said, ‘Lord, don't worry, Sita shall be found (2). I was once 
sitting here with my ministers, consulting them on some matter (3). I saw Sita going by 
the air-route; she was under great duress and in control (subjugation) of the demon and 
wailing loudly (4). Seeing us, she cried out 'Oh Ram' repeatedly and dropped her scarf (as 
a souvenir) (5).’ 

Lord Ram asked for it, and Sugriv gave it immediately. Recognising it as being 
that of Sita, Lord Ram put it to his heart and grieved a lot (6). Sugriv consoled him and 
asked him to have fortitude and courage (7). He assured Lord Ram that he would help 
him in all possible ways in which Sita can be found and recovered (8). [4/5/2-8] 


Killing of Bali and Sugriv's coronation as king: Ram Charit Manas 


ara afer ate 4 at ang I AR wet oe aia a Te 11 

Fa et Ararat fe aS | SAT ST WY SAL TMS 112 

aren afer sha at am 1 A aft ras ay GT CT 114 

Firs R cer fers are | ares Hie wet aftang 119 

arch afè mR ye strat | afta aife fart Ye gaT 1110 

Ry ma AR mA aA A | aft cirehe Gat ste aT 11 | 
qa- gq giia artes afer wae a | 

Ta SX MATA WE 4 SARE WA 11 [4/6/1-2,4,9-11,0] 
ae «Fe Bea aa Bla ee fed ST a I 

ANT afer WA Ta Seq Al GX TPA 11 [Doha no. 8.] 
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Now, explaining the circumstances of his exile, Sugriv told Lord Ram—‘I and Bali are 
two brothers; we had great affection for each other (1). One demon named Mayavi came 
to our town once (2); and seeing him, Bali rushed out to face him, where upon the demon 
took flight with Bali in hot pursuit behind him (4). [Then, fighting each other, they 
entered a caveran. Seeing blood ooze out of its entrance after sometime, I thought that 
Bali has been killed, and so out of fear for my life, I closed the mouth of the cave with a 
huge boulder and came back to the town of Kiskindha.] 

The ministers, seeing no one to head the kingdom, forcefully enthroned me (9). 
When Bali returned after killing the demon, he was filled with anger and hate (10). He 
thrashed me mercilessly and snatched my wife and all my belongings, and sent me to 
exile here (11).’ [4/6/1-2,4,9-11]. 

Seeing his predicament and how injustice was done to him, Lord Ram emphatised 
with him and vowed to help Sugriv by killing Bali and returning the crown of Kiskindha 
to him. He promised that Bali can't save himself now even if he went to take refuge with 
Brahma and Lord Shiva. [4/6/0] 

And finally, when the duel took place between Sugriv and Bali at the instance of 
Lord Ram, he used a single arrow aimed at the heart of Bali to kill him. [Doha no. 8.] 


WH otter FIST ITA ISAT | PT APT GS SAHA TAT 11 


TH Hel Sse TAME | S dg ga we 119 [4/11/1, 9] 
ae aera qe Stee Yo fo TAT I 
Wy ahs Ula He 37 HE FATT 11 [Doha 4/11.] 


As was his merciful nature (witnessed and verified repeatedly) Lord Ram did not allow 
Bali to die in vain—for the Lord sent him to his heavenly abode. Seeing their king dead, 
the residents became agitated (1). Then, Lord Ram advised Laxman to go and crown 
Sugriv as the king (9). Laxman, in compliance, called all the elders, Brahmins and senior 
citizens of Kishkindha, and crowned Sugriv as king and Angad (son of Bali) as Prince 
Regent. [Chaupai lines 4/11/1,9, Doha 11.] 


{Now we move on to the next development. Having put Sugriv on the throne of 
Kishkindha, the Lord waited for some time during the rainy season. Then he ordered 
Sugriv to assemble the monkeys and the bears and start the search for Sita as he had 
promised. A huge assembly of monkeys and bears was gathered, and they were formed 
into groups. All the groups were dispatched in different directions. One that was headed 
by Angad, the crown prince of the monkey kingdom, and had Hanuman and Jamvant, the 
bear king as its members, was sent in the south direction. It was this group that finally 
succeeded in finding the whereabouts of Sita.} 


Dispatch of Monkeys in search of Sita: Ram Charit Manas 
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aa TS TAT AE FA oe | fe fate shen È BPI TE 11 [4/21/8] 
ore wé od srg Us | pe ga WaR MRTE 115 

TH BY ae AR ASNT | SR FI Se TE SANT 116 
SHA HE GIS Hy | AT feaa Ae SITE AS 117 [4/22/5-7] 

AE- Fea YA Ha I ae AS UT TT 

as Gate arene site Tea SAAT || [Doha 4/22.] 

Ue Atel 31 SIAM | STAT Aa STAT | 

wad are afer sess ore | Star BPs se wa PRII [4/23/1-2] 


After enthroning Sugriv on the seat of power of Kiskindha, Lord Ram spent the rainy 
season on Mt. Parvarshan. Then he called Sugriv and requested him to make arrangments 
for the search of Sita [4/21/8]. 

Sugriv summoned all the monkeys and bears in his army, and when they had all 
assembled, he addressed them saying (5), ‘Look at me all of you! We have to do Lord 
Ram's pending work. Form groups and go in all directions (6). Search for Sita and make 
sure to return back within a month's time (7).’ 

Hearing his command, the army dispursed in all directions immediately. Then Sugriv 
summoned Angad (son of Bali), Nal (an expert engineer), and Hanuman (a favourite 
assistant and companion) [4/22/5-7,0]._ He ordered them to go southwards in search of 
Sita, and enquire about her from anyone they met on the way [4/23/1-2]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 4/2— 


a pA- AA P S| 

aang, WS STS, ara M aR Rra- À è 11 

aA aN Aaaa, aa Ufa frat me è | 

cat ot Stee are aft ae a a A 112 

af aia auita afta-q, sae a aa eT a 

ag TU eh a, tha x YR wale tar? 113 

qed afe of safe cag fafa, act aq aats Te È | 

cere fara aft ra-aferiater Aq fire aft aed Fats 114 [4/2] 


Verse no. 4/2—Lord Ram summoned Sugriv and said, ‘Brother! The rainy season has 
gone and winter has come, but you have not yet made any effort to search Sita (1) for 
whom I have borne this body (i.e. I have not died due to the sorrow of parting with my 
beloved in the hope that one day I will see her). You have not done my work yet (2).’ 
Hearing this, Sugriv became afraid and bowed his head due to shame. At that 
moment, huge companies of monkeys arrived in the town of Kiskindha, and their arrival 
led to celebrations (3). All of them were sent in the 10 directions! and ordered to report 
back within a specified time-frame. Tulsidas says that it appeared that Lord Ram wished 
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to churn the ocean in search of Sita (an allegory to the mythical churning of ocean by the 
demons and Gods in search of nectar) (4). [4/2]. 


[Note—'The 10 directions are the following = north, north-east, east, south-east, 
south, south-west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir. ] 


Arrival of search party at the sea-shore: Ram Charit Manas 


ag IAR fae arava eS | ats APs frags ae Ba ERPS 112 
qal- dha Sie Sta aR OR fered Fe Hat | 
Hf we eR ae SS ATR TT TST 11 [4/24/2,0] 
Wag Ta forex ahs are | tee tafe sis ofesaTe 115 
waa Ae Ot cate Sher | are Baer fy H AT 116 [4/25/5-6] 
BA Ghar & fe cies fear 1 ate He Ga WATT 119 
are afe ca fig ae ae | aS Ht wa af Sars 1110 [4/26/9-10] 


The monkeys looked for Sita everywhere—all the forests, caves, mountains etc. If they 
found a sage or hermit, they mobbed him asking for information and guidance (2). 
Enroute, they found a lovely garden with fully blossomed flowers. There was a nearby 
temple where a lady sat in penance [4/24/2,0]. The monkeys sought her help, and she 
asked them to close their eyes, and they will find themselves near the sea-shore. She 
assured them that they will surely trace Sita, so they should not have remorse [4/25/5-6]. 

Opening their eyes, the monkey warriors found themselves on the shores of the salty 
ocean, and they took a vow that they will not return back to Kiskindha without getting the 
where-abouts of Sita [4/25/9-0]. 


Lord Ram’s meeting with Sampati, and sighting of Sita : Ram Charit Manas 


we fate nar mele ag iA a AR hat gA ort 11 | 

aft ae So te He SA | STAT Fa ra faa 116 

NeR aa aR A ore | Her Genet fers ae FATE 1110 
qa- AR A g ige X faia ame | 

aaa Tels MA À deg Ag È 11 [4/27/1,6,10,0] 

MR Ape a aA Ti | Tes WS aA HES NRT |11 l 

ae Sah SIs Te Tee | a Af Aa a aeS 1112 [4/28/11,12] 
Qar- Ñ las ge ad aR afte R | 

FS WAS FT ALIS Heh WEA GSK |! [Doha 4/28.] 

Th ATS Ga SS SPT | RS GT TA HIST Ae SPR 11 [4/29/11] 


The monkeys and bears sat near the sea-shore and discussed among themselves their next 
course of action. Sampati, an old vulture and brother of Jatau, heard their voices in his 
cave (1) and came out to meet them. Seeing him, the monkeys stood up while the old 
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bear Jamvant became thoughtful (6). The vulture assured them that he did not mean any 
harm, and asked the reason for their assembly. They narrated the whole story and purpose 
of their coming to the sea-shore (10). 

Sampati then requested them to take him to the shore where he performed the last 
rites of his brother Jatau. Then he advised the army of monkeys, “Listen, I will help you 
verbally. Then you go, and if you follow my advice, you'll surely find Sita after searching 
her a little bit [Chaupai lines 4/27/1, 6, 10, Doha 27]. On the summit of a hill Trikut 
(literally, 3 hills) is the city of Lanka. It is here that Ravana, the fearless one, lives (11). 
There is a garden with a tree called Ashoka there, and Sita is sitting under it in a pensive 
and worrisome mode. (12). Don't doubt me; you can't see but I can, because the sight of a 
vulture is long and penetrating. I have become old, otherwise I would have helped you 
[Chaupai lines 4/28/11,12, Doha 28]. He, who is able to jump or/ leap across the ocean 
which is 800 miles wide at this point, can do Lord Ram's work.’ [4/29/1]. 


Preparation for Hanuman's giant leap across the ocean: Ram Charit Manas 


aes AoA Gq SAAT | HT AT AY Mes Tea 113 

Faa A pret Hos ST AST | Safe Stet Tat TS TT 115 

TH Ost PT da HAART | PAs TAS TATA 116 

Riema aR mn a | Aa areas AfA GANT 118 

Ra aera uaa mÅ | sas get |S STÅ 119 

Ud AE Td GS Te | Hate fa Hee fà ang 1111 [4/30/3, 5-6,8-9,11] 


Hearing Sampati's advice, the bears and monkeys started debating as to who was capable 
to make the giant leap across the ocean, search for Sita and come back safely. The 
ultimate choice fell on Hanuman because the other two chiefs, i.e. Jamvant (the bear 
king) was very old (sk was aa aeg RƏM 11 4/29/7), and Angad (son of Bali; the Prince 
Regent) could cross, but was not confident that he will make it back (eha mas aÙ Ñ wa, Rà 
aaa ae feet ant 11 4/30/1). 

Hence, Jamvant, who was the oldest and wisest among the group, addressed and 
encouraged Hanuman, saying, ‘Oh Hanuman! Oh brave warrior! Why are you keeping 
quiet? (3) What work is so difficult in this world that you can't do it? (5). You have come 
on this earth to do Lord Ram's task. So get up, and face the challenge.’ 

Thus encouraged, Hanuman expanded his body so that it became as large as a 
mountain. [This was to instill confidence among his companions that he indeed is not a 
meek and ordinary monkey like them, but is surely made of different mettle.] (6). He 
roared like a lion repeatedly, and said, ‘I can leap across the salty ocean in a playful 
gesture (i.e. this is no problem for me; it is like a sport) (8). I can kill Ravana along with 
his kin and army, uproot Mt. Trikut (on which Lanka is based) and bring it here (9).’ 

Jamvant advised Hanuman to have patience; he should just go and search for Sita, 
meet her, and come back safely (11). [4/30/3, 5-6,8-9,11] 


210 


Kavitawali: Kiskindha Kand— 


Sa aR A aAA Ha E, 
Taah AA T pf A TAT | 
aei à Qan HEA UAA NS, 
fadad dé sik, Si A PAT 1 
gee? carrer at franfe afer strat, 
HY HAH, Se-HASaT Aq] Ar | 
aie ah ate ary fafafe ar, 
Sah Safes TR Shyer SraTg A 112 


When Angad and other monkeys became distressed, dejected and hopeless because no 
one was capable to leap across the vast ocean (and therefore, would be unable to achieve 
success in finding about Sita), in that circumstance the Wind-God's son Hanuman did not 
take more than a moment to jump up a mountain. Then he began to survey the landscape 
in all directions. [His courage and bold demeanour instilled fear among the adversaries / 
enemies, and confidence in the monkeys. ] 

Tulsidas says that water sprouted from the earth's bosom, the God Varaaha (the 
Boar) wriggled, and God Sheshnath and legendary Tortoise lost their strength and 
courage. [God Varaaha had enough strength to rescue earth on his snout from the 
clutches of a demon; the serpent god Shesh holds earth on his hood; while the legendary 
Tortoise supports the huge mountain, used to churn the mythological ocean by the Gods 
and demons on his back. It simply means that the earth shook violently when Hanuman 
leapt upwards. ] 

When he made the final launch, the huge mountain flattened by the downward 
pressure of Hanuman's feet; and as soon as he was air-borne and the pressure removed, it 
rose a little bit—about the height measured by four fingers—from its flattened position. 

[This indicates a spring-like effect. In modern scientific terms, it is simple to 
visualize the event if compared to a rocket launch. The downward thrust generated by the 
leap-frog action of Hanuman's legs was sufficient to flatten the protuberance on the earth 
(the hill), and having thus become airborne because of the counter thrust upwards, 
Hanuman launched himself like a rocket. The pressure thus removed, the spring (the hill) 
tried to regain its former shape, but such was the weight launched that it could rise only 
four fingers, and not to the original height. ] 
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Chapter 7 


Sundar Kand 


{This chapter deals with the following main events in the life story of Lord Ram- 
crossing of the ocean by Hanuman, his meeting with Vibhishan and then with Sita, laying 
waste of the Ashok grove (garden) and subsequent burning of Lanka, return to Kiskindha 
with the good news, Vibhishan's joining Ram's camp, and Lord Ram's march towards the 
sea-shore with his army of monkeys and bears. 

This Kand is called ‘Sundar’, meaning beautiful, because the earlier atmosphere 
of hoplessness and despair is replaced by that of hope and success. There is courage, 
valour and strength on display. All formidable barriers are removed—such as the ocean, 
and the demons who tried to create an obstacle. The fort of the enemy was burnt to ashes, 
signaling the beginning of the ultimate victory of the good over the evil. Sita has found 
new assurance of liberation and deliverance from her seemingly endless sufferings, and 
Vibhishan, the younger brother of Ravana, was freed from being a virtual prisoner in his 
own brother’s kingdom. All that happens in this Canto is ‘beautiful and cheerful’. Things 
have started to look up in the face of formidable hurdles. } 


Crossing of the ocean by Hanuman and overcoming the hurdles en-route: Ram Charit 
Manas 


ae of ae Tats He A | TAS RA RÄ aR TA 114 
fag de Um ER Ea I Agh pà aS T HA 115 

IR IR TK SAR | aS THATS Tet A 116 

site Fi eq eg SAAT | Tews Sl m aA gT 117 

fate arate Tat He AT | Wel if Tees SAAT 118 [5/1/4-8] 


Wishing all his companions good bye, Hanuman embarked on the journey to search for 
Sita with Sri Ram enshrined in his heart (4). There was a hill near the sea-shore. He 
sprang on its top (5). Invoking Lord Ram repeatedly, he made a gigantic leap (towards 
Lanka) (6). The hill, from which Hanuman launched himself, sank underground due to 
his pressure (7). Hanuman started off like an un-erring dart /arrow of Lord Ram (8). 
[5/1/4-8]. 


WIA THAT CaS ST | TTT he Ter TPS fara 11 
Gal a ARE $ ma | uos s Hel af ara 112 
SN] UES TS As SANT | GAT TAA HS VHAHART 113 
TH are HR fa X ana | Stat He OP wae Gara 114 
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qa qa Tes Uses as | UT Hes Ale SA FATE 115 
HAE Set os ae SAT | Tas a Ais HES SAAT 116 
ism OR aS Taq WaT | PT Ty His TT PART 117 
Ge SSH We È sas | Test Targa afers Tas 118 
TS TS AAT IST TSA | TY Sar HY BI STAT 119 
Ud Ss Ge Ss He | Saft oY WT TatgT ce 1110 
aaa tafe gA m Stren | are ferar oafe fare TAT 111 | 
THe aes Se ent a I agf Ter AA AF aT 1112 [5/2/1-12] 
qe «Wan a oftes Ge aa fe Fe | 
aAa Ss Te Tt eT aes SAHA 11 [Doha 5/2.] 


The Gods wanted to ascertain whether Hanuman was strong enough to accomplish the 
formidable task at hand (1) So they sent the mother of serpents called Sursa, who 
approached Hanuman and exclaimed (2), “Today, the Gods have given me a hearty meal. 
[She meant that she would eat Hanuman.]’ Hanuman replied (3), ‘Let me finish Lord 
Ram's work of finding the whereabouts of Sita, inform him about her, then I'll readily 
make myself available to you to eat me. I tell you the truth, but let me go for the present.’ 
(4-5). 

Sursa would not let him go, so Hanuman challenged her to devour him (6). Both of 
them started expanding their bodies larger and larger, Hanuman to escape her jaws, and 
Sursa to swallow him whole (7-9). When finally Sursa's mouth expanded to 800 miles, 
Hanuman suddenly became very small, entered her mouth and came out, thus fulfilling 
her vow to swallow him (10-11). He then bowed his head to her and asked her permission 
to leave (12). She blessed him that he would do his Lord Sri Ram's work, and then she 
went her way (Doha 5/2). [Chaupai lines 5/2/1-12, Doha 2.] 


ARaR wa fig Ae tee | BR ATT TY HT Tee II 

ha sig STH Soret | et farce fares & ater 112 
TRS Se TH A FT Sere | Ue fare Gar WTR UTE 113 

Gs Se SAM He Ha | TY HIS aft quate area 114 
ae AIR Areca ST | aT oe as HAART 115 [5/3/1-5] 


There was a demon in the centre of the ocean, who could catch air-borne creatures by 
holding their shadows and ate them (1-3). It tried the trick with Hanuman who 
immediately recognised it (4). After killing it, Hanuman landed on the other side of the 
ocean (5). [5/3/1-5] 


Entry of Hanuman in Lanka: Ram Charit Manas 


ae Waar tha ae aft aa ae faa | 
ara oy BT eR Pfs Te aT TEE 11 [5/3/0] 
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Fah TA BT le À I aR as AAR aT 111 

aa cif ua AR | at he ete Fife ae 12 

are Fé Ay We ANT | AR Stee Stet PT ART 113 

Asa Ua Feral ett | eR aa at Sat 114 

oft Sake Sot at cet | SHR A r aaa aaa 115 [5/4/1-5] 

Date TR Hist TT HIT | Tes URES HAT TSM 111 

aft AY BT RS SAAT | Got AR BAAR TAT 114 

Fife Ffex wit BR Sie | es ae ae mfa AAT 115 

TAS Ta fax Are | safe fates apis srt St are 116 

wae fot Sear aft sat | fae ae a Afa A 117 

Fas Uh Ot che Year | gR fat Te fT TATA 118 [5/5/1,4-8] 
qg- Wage sifa We Ate aR STS | 

qa Teter Fe ae ahs eT HITE 11 [Doha 5/5.] 

gia ARAR A rarer ga Het SSSA HT STAT 11 [5/6/11] 


Landing on the shore (soil) of Lanka, Hanuman observed that the city is guarded from 
intruders by numerous guards. So he decided to assume a very small form, and enter the 
city during the night to avoid detection. [Doha 5/3]. 

At nightfall, he became as small as a mosquito and entered the city, invoking the 
Lord in his heart (for protection and success) (1). There was a demoness called Lankini, 
and she was endowed with a special quality that not even an insect could escape her 
watch. [She was like a modern-day radar, so to speak]. She challenged Hanuman, saying 
theives (or intruders) were her food (i.e. she eats them to survive, and so she is ever 
watchful for any intruder whom she could catch and relish like some delecteable snack) 
(2-3). 

Hanuman hit her hard with his clenched fists, and she vomited blood (4). 
Recovering herself, she folded her hands and joined her palms (as a gesture of surrender 
and showing of respect) (5) [5/4/1-5].Then, recalling the warning given to her by Brahma 
on some earlier occasion that the day she became distressed on being hit by a monkey, 
the destruction of demons would be close at hand, she blessed him and allowed him to 
enter the city to complete Lord Ram's task [5/5/1]. 

Hanuman resumed the small form (of a mosquito), and remembering Lord Ram 
he entered the gates of the city (4). He searched through each house on the street, and 
found numerous warriors everywhere (5). He proceeded to Ravana's palace, which was 
marvellous beyond description (6). He found him asleep, but there was no sign of Sita in 
the palace (7). Then he located a house different from the others; it was like Sri Hari's 
(Lord Vishnu’s) temple, and built differently (8). Lord Ram's holy name was inscribed on 
its walls, and it had the holy Tulsi tree (the Basil plant) in its compound. This sight 
thrilled Hanuman (because it indicated that there was at least one pious and god-fearing 
soul living in this city infested by cruel and sinful demons [Chaupai lines 5/5/4-8, Doha 
5]. He began to wonder how a gentleman could ever live in Lanka in peace because it is 
an abode of Demons [5/6/1]. 
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Hanuman’s Meeting Vibhishan: Ram Charit Manas 


Ta Ag aes He HAT oT | Tet SA farses ST 112 

TH Ua ate Ger Ser | eet owe HY sors Shee 113 

Ue wa ee HRes Sa | ae À sis a HRT eA 114 

fag wo a Fat GATT | Gad faites StS as STE 115 [5/6/2-5] 
qe qa gTa et aT eT PT aT | 


Ud SPT I Yet AA A BAR A ATA 11 [Doha 5/6.] 
Ue fate Hed TA TS ST | ar aaea IA 11 [5/8/2] 


While Hanuman was thus debating, Vibhishan' woke up (because it was dawn by now) 
(2). He began chanting Lord Ram's holy name, hearing which Hanuman realised that the 
speaker is indeed a gentleman and a pious soul (instead of being a cruel and sinful 
demon). This thought and the discovery of a god-loving inhabitant in a city populated by 
demons thrilled Hanuman (3). He decided to meet Vibhishan because being a pious and 
good-hearted man (because he was chanting Lord Ram's holy Ram), there could be no 
harm from his acquaintance (4). So, assuming the form of a Brahmin, Hanuman 
approached him, and Vibhishan rushed to meet him surprised to see a Brahmin in Lanka 
at that odd early hour in the morning (5). Then, introducing himself, Hanuman narrated to 
Vibhishan the whole story of Lord Ram till that day, and then disclosed his own name 
(Doha 5/6). [Chaupai lines 5/6/2-5, Doha 6]. 
Both of them were thrilled, remembering the glory and praises of the Lord. [5/8/2]. 


[Note—'Vibhishan was the youngest brother of Ravana. He was god-fearing and 
an ardent devotee of Lord Ram. He knew that Lord Vishnu has incarnated as 
Ram, and that the the Lord’s holy and divine name was the only means to obtain 
spiritual liberation and deliverance from the unfortunate circumstance of his 
having got the body of a demon by providence. He belived that though he had no 
control over the past circumstance and providence that had forced his soul to enter 
the body of a demon, but he can mend the future and ensure his deliverance and 
salvation by taking refuge in the holy feet of the Lord and remembering his 
always, day in and day out.] 


{The story so far has been succinctly summarized in Geetawali as follows—} 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 5/1— 


VAY WAHT GE UAT | 

ma Af gR, ga m wy RR INAI 
mga Acer ma aA A A “TAT | 

ote yT n mA, wed AM AT yaeta BII 
Ma Aan, yA ug A A s g mI 

JAR wa, afe nè MAA, cae qe- AI 











215 





qoa Ee w, wy Reg Aa mN a I 
geal fia facife yad ay Ra mÀ MIIAN 





Verse no. 5/1—When he got Lord Ram's permission, Hanuman bowed his head 
reverentially at the holy feet of the Lord with an exhilarated mind, and kept (tucked away 
safely) the signet ring (given to him by Lord Ram as a token of recognition for Sita) in 
his mouth (1). 

Accompanying him on the mission (to find Sita) were Jamvant (the bear king), 
Nal, Neel (the engineers of the monkey army), and Angad, the brave son of Bali. At the 
time of departure, their body parts palpitated to indicate auspicious results (or success in 
their endeavours), and a happy and comfortable journey (2). 

On the way, they came across a cave and examined (explored) it, found Sampati, 
the king of vultures (and brother of Jatau) who told them the whereabouts of Sita. 
(Realising that they have a vast ocean stretching before them which has to be crossed 
twice—once while going to Lanka, and the second time to come back from there, besides 
the impregnable fort of Lanka and the ferocious demons to be won over—) They (the 
bears and the monkeys) weighed (judged) their strengths and abilities. (At last, on 
Jamvant's encouragement—) Hanuman remembered the potent holy name of Sri Ram, 
glanced at the ocean (in both contempt as well as a challenge), jumped and crossed it (i.e. 
flew over it) like a bright streak of lightning (i.e. like a bright comet or meteor), and 
finally landed in Lanka (3). 

[Hanuman looked at the ocean with ‘contempt’ because it was creating a 
formidable hurdle in fulfilling the Lord’s task because of its stubbornness and arrogance. 
The ocean was haughty that no one can dare to cross it. Hanuman took it as a ‘challenge’, 
and wished to tell the ocean ‘look, let us see who is stronger—try to stop me if you can. I 
have great faith in the strength of the Lord’s holy name, and I’ll invoke it while flying 
across you, and I dare you to stop me if you have the guts.’ ] 

Tulsidas says that even as a pauper (or one who is in dire need of money) 
wistfully wanders everywhere searching for money, Hanuman went from house to house 
in search of Sita, and when he finally saw her (in the Ashok grove), he was extremely 
thrilled and euphoric. In this way, having achieved his goal (or, being successful in his 
endeavour of finding Sita), he considered himself to be profoundly fortunate (4).” 


Hanuman’s Meeting with Sita: Ram Charit Manas 


aft aa Her fastest Het site AfA Srg aS Ta 113 

TT STAT HET GA MT | St Tes SAH ATA 1 14 

safe facies aac gag | aes saga farar was 115 

a Gis BI TAS YP aga l aa ah Siar WS Tear | 16 

afta wale He ae Warr | Safe aif ara fafa Sa 117 [5/8/3-7] 

Te Tera FE el HS | HAE FAR Het HT AS 11 [5/9/11] 

aha wea fexerpe Stat | at oa He Hers Ba ar 1112 [5/12/12] 
da aft att geet fear Sie afar eR aa | 
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Oe stats StI ars Beth Sho HE MS 11 [Doha 5/12] 


qa AT AKT AAT | TH ATA Sifeoe aft Fax 1 | 

fend fade Fatt weal | exy forste eee stHeAt 112 

Shen Fa IK HX ATA | AL TST SAS SAAT 114 

Taras TA ae OPT | Gaal Ghat He FO AMT 115 

FATA Sie HAT Yee | Hel A We Sift feos AS 117 

qa qa Pm! afer ras | fe St va aa TAS 118 

TH Set HAT SAAT | Aer AIT HEAP SH 119 

ae gR mg À a | dies wa pe we fear 1110 [5/13/1-2, 4-5, 7-10] 
qe aft aaa wae ats soe aa fee | 

SAT A SH TAA Fe HULA Y HL ATA 11 [Doha 5/13.] 

arate Ag Fas aS | WY Stray ale TH ater 113 

crepe fea sat ere eth | afte afed srgefe AT 114 

ARa mR AR ot Stele 1 fag p man s4 defè 115 [5/16/3-5] 

Ha Aa Gat HHT TAT | aT aa Aa Tet A 11 [5/17/1] 


Then Vibhishan narrated in details how Sita lived in Lanka (3). Hanuman expressed his 
desire to meet mother Sita (4), and Vibhishan explained to him in details the location, 
route, method etc. to meet her. Hanuman took his leave (5), and once again becoming as 
small as a mosquito, he went to the Ashok grove’ (6). Reaching there, he hid himself 
amongst the leaves of a tree (under which Sita was seated), and as the night progressed, 
watched over Sita, looking for an oppurtune moment to introduce himself. [He wished to 
introduce himself under the cover of darkness.] [5/8/3-8, 5/9/1]. 

Sita was extremely distressed and emaciated. [Upon being separated from her Lord, 
she had stopped eating, and her agony had had an extremely negative effect on her 
health.] Each passing second seemed like ages to Hanuman (12). Unable to wait any 
longer, he dropped the signet ring (which Ram had given him at the time of his departure 
from Kishkindha). Sita sprang up with joy and grabbed it like it were a spark thrown by 
the tree to burn herself and rid her of her agonies (Doha 5/12). [Chaupai lines 5/12/12, 
Doha 12.] 

Astonished at seeing the ring with Lord Ram's name etched on it (1), she recognised 
it instantly, and was filled with a mixed feeling of joy and sorrow. [“‘Joy’ because she was 
seeing her beloved's ring after so many agony-filled days, and ‘sorrow’ for it rekindled 
her memory of her happy days with the Lord and the impossibility of the chances of her 
ever seeing him again in life as well as the doubts about her beloved's well-being.] (2). 
She wondered that such a ring can't be made by fraud and trickery, and it is impossible to 
defeat the invincible Lord Ram (3). 

At the moment, Hanuman spoke in a sweet manner (4) and began to narrate the story 
of Lord Ram, hearing which, Sita's sorrows vanished (4-5). She pleaded with the hidden 
voice (because Hanuman was hitherto hidden in the leaves of the tree) to come forth (7). 
Then he presented himself before her (8) and said, ‘Mother, I am Lord Ram's messenger; 
I say it on oath (1.e. I am not telling a lie) (9). I have brought this ring as a token from 
Lord Ram (for the purpose of identification and establishing my credentials).’ (10). 
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Hearing the sweet and affectionate words of the ‘Kapi’ (literally a monkey; 
obviously referring to Hanuman), Sita felt re-assured. She recognised him as a devoted, 
humble and faithful servant of the Lord. [Sita was assured and confident about Hanuman 
because of two reasons—one, he had brought the signet ring which proved that he was 
indeed a true messenger of the Lord, and second, the details of the story of Lord Ram that 
Hanuman narrated to Sita was absolutely correct, and this also showed that he was indeed 
someone well acquainted with the Lord.] (Doha 5/13) [Chaupai lines 5/13/1-5, 7-10, 
Doha 13]. 

Hanuman assured Sita that her agonies were over, and shortly he shall go and bring 
Lord Ram back there with the army of monkeys. Lord Ram will kill the demons and take 
her back to Ayodhya. This deed would be sung in all the three Lokas by sage Narad (the 
celestial sage who goes around singing the glories of the Lord to the whole world.) 
[Hanuman also mentioned, in the passing, that had he had the order from Lord Ram, he 
would have done the task of killing the demons and taking Sita back himself, but his brief 
was only to search and report back to the Lord.] [5/16/3-5]. 

Hearing such words filled with devotion, courge, strength and bravery, Sita was 
filled with satisfaction and re-assurance. [5/17/1]. 


[Note—'The royal garden of Ravana was called the ‘Ashok Grove’ because it was 
a garden of sweet fruit trees, and so beautiful that is was like a paradise on earth 
and a remover of all sorrows because of its enchanting beauty. It was also called 
the Ashok Grove because there were a lot of Ashoka trees (the Jonesia asoka or 
the Saraca Indica plant) in it.] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/2— 


oat Sa TT STE | 

uae ei Sega Wa A TE II 

ae ak gaa af, ott ste ste afer 

aag maa eA- TÀ N fer 112 

LR ARa Fian m Rad | 

aa Are a ARA-ARA A AA 113 

aah TTS Ble SA ag AeA ST | 

HA gA Se a mR, RR a AR 114 
gaa g-a aA -go Ra | 

aa gai a at fe ails He Taf? 115 [5/2] 


Verse no. 5/2—After entering Lanka, when Hanuman saw Sita, his affection knew no 
limits (1). Her body was emaciated but effused radiance, it was covered with dust (she 
hadn't bathed), and she looked like Kamdeo (cupid) devoid of his glamour and glory (2). 
She chanted Lord Ram's holy name day and night. Hearing her agony-filled words and 


218 


laments, even the cool breeze did not go near her because it feared of getting heated by 
the fire of her agonies (3). 

Seeing this pitiful condition of Sita, Hanuman began to sing praises of Lord Ram 
and dropped the signet ring. Sita heard the praises and life-history of Lord Ram, and 
noticing the ring, picked it up (4). Seeing her beloved's article, she was at once thrilled 
and full of sorrow. Tulsidas says he is unable to describe that moment (5). 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 5/6— 


al A R ae | 

mg ma aAA Saf | sits Area gt 111 
REMS ot på ARR APT 
Pia ma, de) aa- E 112 
FeR aR, q-aa A T ot fe T| 
SÄ amarg- h, ae RÈ YT 113 
aia nRa, m Ra, a aR AR | 
fret aft-srgq-aer a7, SAA | Bz ee ef 114 
Faape-aat, peer PR AA TA P | 
Ges aae aaa ca ae stare TAHT 115 
qà iaa Aaa- YÀ Ter fr | 
are eet t aA ardht a116 [5/6] 


Verse no. 5/6—Hanuman said to Sita, ‘Mother, believe me! I am a messenger of Lord Sri 
Ram; I am the son of Wind-God (1). I have heard all the mischievous things which 
Ravana said; he is in the jaws of death, so his mind has gone wild and astray (2). I can 
defeat the enemy and forcefully take you back, today itself. But I'm afraid to break my 
Lord's order (because Hanuman's brief was to go, search and report back about Sita, and 
nothing more), as well as my intervention may hamper the God's work (because Lord 
Ram was destined to destroy the demons who were tormenting the Gods, and so it would 
be very improper to interfere with what the creator has ordained) (3). So, Mother, have 
patience—the two brothers (Ram and Laxman) will construct a bridge within the next 
four days across the ocean, and accompanied by an army of bears and monkeys, he shall 
come and meet you (4).’ 

Then Hanuman reminded her about Jayant's episode at Chitrakoot' (with the twin 
purpose in mind viz.—one, to reassure Sita that anyone who hurts her will be punished 
by Lord Ram, and second, as a proof of his being Lord Ram's confidante and favourite 
because that episode was so secret that even Laxman did not know about it). Then he 
bowed his head in reverence. Thereafter, Sita blessed him (5). Hearing the words of 
Hanuman, Sita's ears, heart and body found peace and solace; now only her eyes were 
eager to quench their thirst for the sight of Lord Ram (6). [5/6] 


[Note—'The story of Jayant has been narrated in Chapter 5, Aranya Kand.] 
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The Barvai Ramayan describes how Sita expressed her pains to Hanuman in verse nos. 
36-39 as follows— 


fare aft ox wax wa fÀ | 
y sft ars oR ef ges | 136 | | 





36-[Sita says to Hanman at the Ashok grove where she was held in captivity in Lanka—] 
"Whenever the fire representing the agonies, sorrows and anguish of separation kindle or 
gets excited in my heart, these two enemy-like eyes of mine pour water-like tears and 
douse the flames (thereby preventing me from burning to death and finding liberation and 
deliverance from my miseries, torments and grief).' 

[Sita explains why she has not been able to die due the fire kindled by separation 
from her Lord and the accompanying sufferings. She continues to cry endlessly. The eyes 
are compared to the enemy because they pour water in the form of tears that stops her 
from burning herself to death. ] 





seam è sAN AN aÈ a | 
OTe GRA st ory Ae fF Y 137 || 





37-[Alluding to the soothing moonlight, she says—] 'This moonlight that spreads over the 
world during the night is not cool, comforting and soothing for me. It is rather like the 
scorching sunlight of the day. The whole world appears to be on fire for me without Sri 
Ram.' 





ag vias & & Hf are a PY | 
pRa ob yt wot sg! 13811 





38-[Addressing Hanuman, she says—] 'Hanuman! There is no hope of surviving any 
longer. (You can see it for yourself that—) The finger-ring has become a bracelet (i.e. I 
have become so emaciated and withered that my arms and wrists have become extremely 
lean and thin so much so that even the small finger-ring can easily slide up to my wrists.' 





WA YUN GX ae GT eld TAR | 
SRA Ge aks ara ort SHA | 139 1 | 


39-Sita continues—'Sri Ram's glories, invincibility, power, the strength of arms and 
matchless valour are famous and well known in all the eras of time known as the four 
Yugs. But seeing the demons and their strength and valour it appears to me that there is 
darkness all over the world. [That is, though it is true that Lord Ram is famous as an 
invincible warrior and is famed for his valour and strength of arms, but the demons are no 
less. See for yourself how the demons have, fearlessly and with impunity, kept me 
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captive, and the Lord has not been able to do anything till now. This has made me skeptic 
about the truth of the Lord’s powers, strength and valour. ]' 


The Ashok Grove: Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/1— 


arid-dsa fata yer, 
aama plete miaa Rione AI 
aAA pA Uld ued, Sea ad, 
uma amaa A-a Rere AII 
Borage at ferret yaaga A | 
Haa e AAS Rae areitep dz, 
‘geri? facie A Aane- STI 1 


Verse no. 5/1—Tulsidas says that the garden of Ravana (i.e. the Ashok grove) was more 
pleasant than that of Indra, Varun and Brahma. It appeared to be an ornament for even 
Basant (the spring season). [Tulsidas means that spring is the time when all the gardens, 
groves and forests bloom and blossom, but the garden of Ravana was so beautiful and 
enchanting that it appears that spring season drew its own ability of providing beauty and 
magnificence to Nature from the garden of Ravana known as the Ashok Grove. ] 

Old leaves fell when the ripe time came because wind was afraid to enter (intrude) 
into the garden out of Ravana’s fear, and instead, it nourished and looked after it like it 
were the playing field for Kamdeo and Rati (the God of love and his consort 
respectively). Seeing excellent ponds, lakes and the layout of the garden, even a great 
renouncer like Hanuman became enchanted and enthralled. But when he saw the pitiful 
condition of Sita under the Ashok tree, the same garden appeared to be the core of all 
sorrows in the three worlds for him. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/2— 


aei Fear, TAIT fH AE, 

ath aa ret drt Geran ARS 1 
Aaa A ga, MA ¢ frat ary, 

aA aR R gaa R 112 
‘Tae at sr-gh, dtarat aq T, 
tat meant Tog Tet Uy 13 
Rema Sad Taal Hes À 
aee-aee frat Greet SAK 114 [5/2] 


[Here, Tulsidas describes the Ashok grove] 


Verse no. 5/2—The clouds are the gardeners (i.e. they water the grove by their rains— this 
shows it was a big forest-like grove), and the guards are ferocious and huge-bodied. It 
appeared that the clouds watered the grove with nectar (1). Ravana loved the garden 
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immensely—more than even his son Meghnad and his own life (2). Tulsidas says that 
inspite of knowing everything about this garden (that it is privileged place very much 
liked by the king of demons, and to enter it and ruin it would be like entering a lion’s den 
to challenge him with bare hands), Hanuman fearlessly entered the grove on the strength 
of Lord Ram (3). Inspite of the awesome presence of Ravana and his special protection of 
this particular garden, the courageous son of the Wind-God (Hanuman) laid it to waste 
(4). [5/2] 


Destruction of the Ashok grove by Hanuman: Ram Charit Manas 


qa mg AR aaa a I aN Aa YR Het BET 117 [5/17/7] 
qe- aha gfe aa aga aft Hes SIT R | 

Told Aer Tas A At AY Het GE 11 [Doha 5/17.] 

aes ag fae dès aT | Her TEAS ae a aT 1 11 

dal Te Fe Ta | HS ARH HS HS Ya 112 

TS Uh SAT HH A | ahs stat REA S 113 

arate thet ate fren Sat | Tao Te ae ae Se 114 

Ot Tas Wau Fe ara | eR Shs miS STAT 115 

UF TR Hit GAR | MC FHA HI AAA 116 [5/18/1-6] 


Hanuman was very hungry, and seeing the ripe fruit-trees, his hunger was stoked, and he 
asked Sita's permission to eat them (5/17/1). Seeing him expert in wisdom and full of 
strength and courage, Sita agreed and consented to give him her permission [Doha 5/17]. 

Hanuman bowed his head, and entering the forest. He started eating the fruits and 
uprooting the trees (1). The numerous guards were beaten back when they resisted (2). 
They rushed to Ravana's court and complained, ‘Sir, a great monkey has entered the 
Ashok garden and have laid it to ruin (3)—he has broken the trees, eaten the fruits, and 
beaten the guards (4).’ 

Hearing this, Ravana was flabbergasted, and he sent better warriors (to protect the 
garden and control the intruder), but Hanuman roared on seeing them (5). He killed most 
of them, while the remaining who survived, escaped (6). [5/18/1-6] 


Hanuman's capture and the subsequent burning of Lanka: Ram Charit Manas 


gA aa ae cies Rarer | Vouha Fete aT |1 

ARS sit Gar TAY Tet | char ais Het He set 112 [5/19/1-2] 
e- wel ares fe ater aft Aa ais fra | 

at a ween ad afer fees sto 11 [Doha 5/19.] 

THI Het che fe ArT | TAA aK eH GAT 11 

F Sear aft qefea vas | are safe Ft Tas 112 

apie ser gA AR ome | alge oft eat aa se 115 [5/20/1-2, 5] 

JA aft aaa sed Rass | aft a BS AS HE HAT 115 
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Gad Par AR Te | Afaars Ofer fairey Se 116 

as ra af fara sear l AA AAA a RA ga 117 

HM aS HS HRA Mais at Hel AA Aer AS 118 

gaa Ae stem ea | hT AT HR asst Fax 119 [5/24/5-9] 
ae afta aaa dew vale Hes WASTE | 

dar AR qe atà yf as lg aT 11 [Doha 5/24.] 

SIGS Ot Vast THAT À A gg AF A 114 

WATR aa ga A l aA YS He AÀ AAT 115 

PJE be Se Wart | ante art ale ag N 116 

an det afé Fa a | aR HR OF tes WaT 117 

TAH Se SRS SAT | TAS THA AIST TAT 118 

frafes aes aft Hach ster | ae aeita frarae ART 119 [5/25/4-9] 
qe- gR ARa A aan Bet Fea SATA I 

ELEN AR m KA af AT ATA 11 [Doha 5/25.] 

Ag Aaa A BEATE | HRR X HR ag F |l 

TRE TR A A Aee | ATS MS ag Af HATE 112 [5/26/1-2] 


Hearing that his son (Akshaya kumar) has died at the hands of Hanuman (while 
protecting the Ashok grove on the instructions of his father, Ravana), Ravana was very 
angry. So he sent Meghnad, the brave, (1) and ordered him to capture the monkey alive 
so that it can be ascertained from whence he has come (2). [Both Akshaya Kumar and 
Meghnad [5/19/1-2]. 

Meghnad fitted his bow with an arrow called 'Brahamastra' (after its patron God 
Brahma, the creator), and shot it. In order to maintain its sanctity and glory, Hanuman 
decided to let himself be subdued and captured by this arrow [5/19/0]. But, even while 
falling, he killed many warriors (1). 

Seeing him faint, Meghnad tied him with a rope made of serpents and took him 
captive to the court of Ravana (2). Hearing that the mischievious monkey has been 
caught, the citizens of Lanka were awestruck and came to the court out of curiosity to 
have a glimpse of him (Hanuman) (5) [5/20/1-2, 5]. 

Hanuman tried in vain to convince Ravana to leave confrontation aside, return 
Sita to Lord Ram, and make peace. He even accused Ravana of being ill-witted and in the 
jaws of death. Ravana was so enraged that he ordered his demons to kill the monkey (5). 
They rushed forward to harm Hanuman, but Ravana's brother Vibhishan entered the court 
at that instant and intervened (6). He bowed his head and said, ‘Oh Lord! It is against 
rules to kill a messenger (7). Give him some other punishment.’ The assembled courtiers 
agreed (8), and Ravana laughed scornfully and ordered to dismember or mutilate the 
monkey and send him back (9) [5/24/5-9]. 

It was suggested that a monkey loves its tail immensely, so as a mockery and 
insult, it should be burnt using oil on cloth wrapped round the tail [Doha 5/24]. 

On hearing Ravana's orders, the stupid and dumb-witted demons started making 
arrangements for carrying out his orders (to burn Hanuman’s tail) (4). All the cloth and 
oil in the city were consumed even as Hanuman began elongating his tail in a playful 
manner (5). The citizens mocked him and kicked him (6), beat drums and clapped in 
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derision. The tail snaked around the city (7); and as soon as the fire was lit, Hanuman 
assumed a miniature form, (as a result of which the tail shrunk is length and width and 
easily slithered out of the cloth wrappings, leaving the cloth drenched in oil to burn 
ferociously) (8). Then Hanuman leapt atop the pinnacle of the golden palace, creating 
panic among the demonesses (9). 

At that moment, inspired by the Gods, all the 49 varieties of winds began to blow 
simultenously, fanning the flames. Hanuman roared and laughed, and the flames licked 
sky-wards in a fierce display of fireworks and lighting (Doha 5/25). [Chaupai lines 
5/25/4-9, Doha 25] 

Though colossus in size, he leapt from building to building with great swiftness and 
agility (1). The city was up in flames quickly, and the citizens were extremely terrified 
and at their wits end. Terrible flames of great ferocity burst forth, and horrible cries of 
panic and fear were heard from all the directions (of the city of Lanka) [5/26/1-2]. 


sete Tete cat Ga ANT | Hie wa ht fay AEM 11 [5/26/8] 


The whole of Lanka was burnt from end to end; and then Hanuman leapt into the ocean 
to douse the burning cloth tied to his tail [5/26/8]. 


Geetawali: Raag Kanhara: Verse no. 5/12— 


Tat! FTW | 

al Oe Fah BT Tae, fase ara-ara STs 1 

TIT, Ysa, TAS set fra farehea tent afa N 

Ol Hel USA SA-SH SY A ATS SAT NÀ 112 

qed fram, Ae TI, yas Fe Teal Gah Tet STA | 

RRE À -AA Tet A Ae SH MT 113 

aR a aa gA aR mA RaRa AA TA | 

hel pats at a Afra, TSt ais, fora ofA eT 14 

TY FAS SAA SHAT PSA GER Test, Gs Be AE | 

qereare A aA a Beat, Fas She -A NA 115 [5/12] 


Verse no. 5/12—Now, in the court of Ravana at Lanka, when Hanuman was presented in 
a captive state, the latter said, “Oh Ravana! If Lord Ram becomes angry and agressive 
during the battle, which God or Demon is there who can withstand his arrows which are 
like the jaws of death itself? (1). You have satisfied Lord Shiva and God Brahma with 
your austerities, strength and devotion. Now, in all wisdom, do not destroy your kith and 
kin who you've got as a blessing and a boon from them (Shiva and Brahma), and have 
nourished and sustained them yourself. [That is, don't do anything which puts them at 
peril. Do not be the cause of destruction of your own family and kith and kin.] (2). 

King Janak had weighed the strength of all the princes in this world against the bow 
of Lord Shiva and found them inept; even the most courageous and brave Parashuram 
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became a dud (like a scare-crow in a farmer's field) in front of Lord Ram (a reference to 
the bow breaking ceremony for Sita's marriage) (3). Even a little while ago, (a few days 
ago) don't you remember the fate of Bali (the king of Kishkindha who was killed by Lord 
Ram using a single arrow), and can't you think what is good for you (aren't you aware 
that the same fate awaits you)? Look! Do not pay heed to sycophants and ill-advised 
ministers, for you'll come to harm that way because your advisors’ wisdom have been 
eclipsed by the so-called three faults! (4). 

Oh! He, whose predecessors had been born on earth and created, dug up and 
oppressed the oceans2, if you do not recognise that Lord (Sri Ram) then your 20 eyes are 
like pot-holes in a building (i.e. are worthless because you cannot see the truth) (5).’ 
[5/12] 


[Note—'The three faults are the following—Adhibhautik which refers to the 
faults of the mind and lack of wisdom realated to worldly behaviour and action, 
Adhyaatmic which relates to one’s wisdom in the field of spiritual welfare, and 
Adhidaivic which relates to Gods and stars when they become angry, antoganistic 
and malevolent. When the three faults occur simultaneously the creature is 
brought to ruin because his mind and intellect cannot think properly, rationally, 
righteously, and for the welfare of the creature. 

The legend has it that the ocean was ‘created’ by King Priya Vrat, son of 
Manu and Satrupa. He circumambulated the earth 7 times, creating the 7 oceans 
made of milk, curd, Ghee, butter-milk, sugarcane juice, salt and wine. The oceans 
were ‘dug-up’ by King Sagar's 60,000 sons in search of the horse hidden by God 
Indra. The ocean was ‘consumed’ by sage Agastya in three gulps on the strength 
of Lord Ram's legendary holy name]. 


{Acting on the ill-thought sycophantic advice of his dumb-witted advisors who said 
things that pleased their demon king Ravana, instead of being honest and giving an 
advice that would have been for the good of the kingdom of Lanka, orders were issued to 
wrap Hanuman’s tail in cloth and set it afire. This is what Hanuman was waiting for. As 
soon as the cloth was lit with fire and oil, he became small in size, thereby easily pulling 
his tail out of the huge cylindrical tube that the cloth formed when it was wrapped around 
his thick tail earlier when he had a colossus form. Then he jumped from one place to 
another in the city, dragging the burning tube of cloth behind him. This started a big fire 
in Lanka, and the whole city was reduced to cinders. } 


The Burning of Lanka: Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/3— 


waa sR AR- aa aaa, 
MRM ams ars sia cg È ı 

aa oft wast sea diet ora HB-B, 
as saa Ue, sitet we, mE S11 

am papd B-H, ant -è Id 2a, 
urs cet, aoa eea AA gg ÈI 
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mete deat ao, -àr AA smof, 
fafeast aa DÙ aaa g EII 


Verse no. 5/3—The demons rushed along all the lanes and bye-lanes (of the city of 
Lanka), collected all available cloth, dipped them in oil and wrapped them on Hanuman’ s 
tail. Similarly, the playful Hanuman pretends to be afraid and tolerates their kicks and 
blows with relaxed muscles (i.e. he does not resist), and considers them to be cowards. 
The children, clapping and laughing in derision, are abusing him and having a merry of a 
time as they joined the elder demons; and drums, tom-toms and bugles are being sounded 
(as if a great drama is being staged in the city). 

The tail started elongating and the demons ignited it (i.e. they lit the wrapped 
cloth with fire) randomly at various points which made it appear like the great (forest or 
wild) fire of the Vindhya mountains, or like one hundred crore (millions of) suns shining 
simultaneously. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/4— 


ary ea Nafi AR Ae aa A 
ai aig ge aii EÀ, 
Waar As Sret ae reat A 112 
aE BOUT TE, He St Her A 113 
aan freq at aie Pa-A, 
qa Ama, yg sat fea crear À 114 [5/4] 


Verse no. 5/4—The mischievious children of Lanka ignited the tail of Hanuman and ran 
away jesting and laughing, and when the cloth wrapped around the tail was fully ablaze 
Hanuman shrank his body to a miniscule size. The tail slipped out of the wrappings, and 
once free of his bondage, he assumed a colossal body like that of Mt. Sumeru (1). The 
playful Hanuman then leapt on the golden pinnacle atop the palace of Ravana (2). 
Tulsidas says he looked remarkable there with his long tail, flames leaping from it against 
the sky. Seeing him, even the courageous demons shivered out of fear. Hanuman became 
ferocious like the God of death and destruction (3). He appeared to be the fountain of 
energy as if he embodied millions of fires and suns at the same time. His nails looked 
ferocious, and the face was red with anger (4) [5/4]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/5— 


areveht faeiet falepziet, salao ATAY 
cle AAA let Ze Ua ÈI 
eit aAa ae S aft gaa, 
Sree die aeat wr sant e11 
ga yeaa, Heat afate—pang, 
SÙ ad AS aA Herg-ap ant ÈI 
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aa ordgena-ongeret srpa we, 
prea Sorat, 3tq ass votRei 51! 


Verse no. 5/5—The huge tail, burning with a terrible ferocity of a fire with leaping 
flames, resembled the outstretched tongue of Death, eager to gobble up Lanka, or as if a 
thousand comets have covered the sky, or Bravery, in a personified form, has drawn the 
sword to kill. Tulsidas wonders whether it is a rainbow, a fount of lightening or a river of 
fire flowing down from Mt. Sumeru. Seeing all this, the demons and demonesses (female 
demons) say— ‘He (Hanuman) has already laid the garden (the Ashoka grove) to waste, 
and now he shall burn the city.’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/6— 


ma fada, eat, oat arth anf zt 1 

wet TGA, sda, safes, 
Fel Ge BET sat aS MATT 112 

ai A, A A, nR- À, 
DITA, AA N a, sT, TÌ 13 
an-an Hell, fra! PA a RT 114 [5/6] 


Verse no. 5/6—There was a huge tumult in the city as demons and demonesses, seing the 
huge blaze and scorching heat (generated by the flames), ran out in panic, yelling—‘Oh 
run, run for your lives! Houses are burning; everything is on fire (1). Oh you wretched! 
Where are the parents, brothers and sisters, wives and in-laws, children—where are they? 
(2) Oh fool! Run, run—hurry, make haste as there is no time left; everything is on fire! 
Set free the elephants, horses, buffaloes, oxen, goats etc. Those who are asleep, wake 
them up. Oh wake up, wake up—this is not the time to sleep!’ (3) 

Tulsidas says that the wives sternly admonished their demon husbands, saying, 
“We repeatedly told you not to play funny with this monkey, but you all didn't pay heed; 
now what do we do? (4)’. [5/6] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/7— 


mal, at, at, ae de aqeae ÈI 
fat yeaa, ma-a, wds ds, 

acta Bellz, fie as ag- È il 

ogaa yopa aa Aom mea ŽI 
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zdiel Hel elf aif get agaa ÈI 


Versee no. 5/7—Alarmed at the scorching and leaping flames, and the distressed tumult 
of the citizens, Ravana shouted, ‘Oh! Catch him, catch him!’ Hearing his orders, many 
strong warriors rushed forward, armed with tridents, spears, lances, strong batons (to 
beat), snares (to trap the monkey Hanuman) and bows and arrows (to shoot and kill him 
if necessary). Tulsidas compares the scene to a fire sacrifice (Yagya), saying that Lanka 
resembled the sacrificial pit, the property was like wood (or fuel), and the demons were 
nuts, barley, mustard and rice (materials used to offer sacrifice in the fire). Hanuman’s 
tail is a ladle, strong enemy is the ‘Havi’ (butter, rice, pudding, sweets and sacrificial 
items offered to the fire as described above), and the high-pitched war-cry of challenge 
made by Hanuman appears to be the chanting of the Vedic Mantras (scriptural hymns) 
during the rituals of the fire sacrifice. [5/7] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/8— 


Tse HY Ts Sal, A SATCTSTCTSHT, 
ast HR AR, StepeIs SSA Tay 1 
ARIAT Sas HAS SA ATT 112 
TRAM Fe, Wal AAT WaT 113 
gala cafe, ofa afaa act a ofa, 
ag! Tae Ta, Bag Ta 114 [5/8] 


Verse no. 5/8—Hanuman looked like a furnace and roared like a thunderbolt; the most 
courageous and brave among the demons were so scared that they took to their heels, and 
Ravana, being extremely distressed and very agitated, shouted at the top of his voice— 
‘Catch him, catch him!" (1). 

At his cajoling and coaxing, the army of demons rushed forward as if the dark 
rain bearing clouds wished to douse the fire (2), but those warriors were scorched and 
scalded by the leaping flames and the burning breeze sweeping towards them (3). They 
ran helter-skelter. Ravana was pushed, shoved and forcefully removed from the site by 
his ministers, who warned him, ‘Oh Lord! The fire is absolutely ferocious and out of 
control. We can't stand against it.’ (4) [5/8]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/9— 


seal Agee, ARo we Wael 
Bams pamat, Iss fen ade! 
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aa A gg, Bl al Beg sA sma I 
peA Bact WS wa aaAeae, at, 
Roa ach af Raer gered sig! 


Verse no. 5/9—Seeing the ferocious and terribly angry countenance of Hanuman, and 
hearing his chilling war-cry that resounded in every direction, Meghnad stood up. A 
worried Ravana said, “This fellow (Hanuman) has out-smarted wind in speed, millions of 
suns in splendour, Kaal (death) in ferocity, and Lord Vaaman* in his colossus size.’ 
[*Lord Vaaman had measured the entire creation in his three steps.] 

Tulsidas says that those demons that had some wisdom left in them, lamented and 
said, “The master, whose servant is so terrible and awesome, is yet to come (say—what 
will happen then?). One wonders how even Lord Shiva can ever expect to be happy if 
Lord Ram becomes angry at him? It is futile and unwise to enhance enmity with such a 
warrior as Hanuman. [In other words, it would have been wiser if our king Ravana had 
not ordered Hanuman’s tail to be burnt, for then the city would have been spared from 
being reduced to ashes. It is not wise to make Lord Ram’s messenger an enemy.]’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/10— 


uri uri ori! aa aÀ sreo we, 

oifa È mah, mA oh orerafet S1 
aaa fers, Aaaa wanea a, 

Bieta Yet, Hs, RIS AS MAÈ |I 
‘qeeir aera afifer eter, afer arer we, 

we oa feat a, A wal Sat ofa ÈI 
args faeftver gar a-a wal, 

aas ad amg va Be aise iol 


Verse no. 5/10—All the queens of Ravana ran hither-thither agitatedly, shouting, “Water, 
water!’ They can be recognised by their elephant-like majestic gait. They had forgotten to 
put on proper clothes (in a hurry), and neither could they take care of gem-studded 
ornaments (as they ran in panic, seeking water). Their mouths are parched and they 
lament woefully, ‘Can any one protect us in some way?’ 

Tulsidas says that Mandodari (the chief queen) grieves and laments by wringing 
her hands and beating her head—‘Oh goodness! I tried to reason with my husband 
Ravana so much yesterday, but no one lent me his ears. Poor Vibhishan had also warned 
repeatedly that this monkey is a great problem, and he shall ruin many households, but no 
one paid attention to either of us.’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/14— 


GRR RAR AA safes oar 3 1 
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SRT TRA, PART A HH FE, 
SHA Set A Tet ces ae AT S112 
aai A, R-n gen, MÈ 
Seat aa wrens at afte 13 
faa & aft A aaae amA [5/14] 


Verse no. 5/14—In this way, Hanuman set to fire the market places, forts, palaces, 
ramparts and gates, houses, lanes and by-lanes, every nook and corner of the city (1). 
Everyone is crying in agony, and no one bothers about another; all are running helter- 
skelter (2). Hanuman shook his tail often, and ambers and sparks of fire flew from it as if 
he wished to prepare a sweet dish called Bundiya made of small round globules of gram- 
flour soaked in treacle (molasses) symbolized by the melted-down gold of Lanka (3). 
Seeing all this, the demonesses (female demons) said that after witnessing such a 
horrific scene, the demons would not dare to fight even a dummy monkey in future (4).’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/24— 


te-ae sles fatter sett et-at A, 
HAH-AMal eh Teal AA || 
AT THAT SGA TAA Tat 
qir a eA he eta Tera | 12 
Wet Ha WAS Wat, STA 
amA à sare fad-arzat 13 
Sra FUR se ares TTT 114 [5/24] 


Verse no. 5/24—Gold melted and flowed like melted butter (ghee) on the streets in the 
market places. The city of Lanka appeared to be a huge boiling cauldron of gold (1). The 
dead demons appeared to be various sweet dishes being fried in it and arranged in heaps 
(2), and Hanuman was serving his guest (the Fire God), with the help of wind (the Wind 
God), the most delicious of sweets and snacks, as it were (3). Seeing this, the demonesses 
are cursing, “Oh look! This mad Ravana has made Lord Ram an enemy (and wrought this 
havoc on us) (4).’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/25— 


Ta Tt T arga E-N, 
Ra- Aa, aAa ga TA NI 1 
Aaa AA, Aa nA a aN N12 
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wach Hed Tas GAR 

Sake Tarte oR BT Wear At 13 
q-q eNA ih- AAST- 

UH Se SHR feat è is-14 [5/25] 


Verse no. 5/25—Ravana was like tuberculosis that was increasing by each passing day in 
the chest of Viraat-Purush (the cosmic form of the Supreme God), due to which He was 
gradually getting emaciated and was being deprived of all peace and happiness (1). The 
Gods, saints and mystics had tried all sorts of medicines and had failed to cure or relieve 
Him the slightest (2). Then, on the orders of Lord Ram, the Aurvedic Doctor (a doctor 
who uses herbs as medicines) called Hanuman, crossed the ocean and made a special 
chemical remedy (a concoction) made up of the prey (Lanka), the herbs (the demons) and 
ashes and chemicals (of burnt gold and jewels which adorned the city) in order to cure the 
disease of the Viraat-Purush (4). 


[Note—The metaphors are obvious. The Supreme Lord was feeling uneasy 
because of the tyranny that the cruel demon Ravana had unleashed on this world. 
The pain of the creatures was tormenting the Lord who could not bear it any 
longer. All methods adopted by the Gods and sages to control Ravana failed, so 
the Lord decided to call in the help of his trouble-shooter named Hanuman and 
asked him to do something. Hanuman went off to Lanka and made a final attempt 
to teach Ravana a lesson by punishing him ruthlessly so that he might relent and 
stop his reckless behaviour. By burning Lanka Hanuman sought to tell Ravana 
that he must realise the sort of pain, agony and horror he and his demons are 
causing to the rest of the helpless population in this world simply because they are 
strong and powerful and no one has the guts and the strength to oppose them. 
Now that he has got a first-hand taste of his own medicine, the Lord expected that 
Ravana would understand the pain of others, and stop his cruel actions forthwith. ] 


{After completely burning Lanka to ashes, Hanuman jumped in the ocean to douse the 
burning cloth that he had being dragging behind him, and also to refresh himself by 
taking a cool bath in the water of the ocean. Then he met Sita once again before making 
his exit from Lanka to report back to Lord Ram in Kishkindha. } 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/14— 


ciel, arg ! ory atch AÀ | 

Set carat wake, fea aa sik gue Ge aleat 11 
Tifa, Gah, sift Se HR saN safa, a Afa af | 
Waa Sse afer Ter ana Ñ, shaa gRa aaa TRÀ |12 
deR fa Rr aR 

ast Gras ware fhe TA ga HTA AÀ 113 
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zia- SX A AA aia -AAR Ht HAT | 
T ay p a RE, AR R wa are-ea À 114 [5/14] 


Verse no. 5/14—At the time of departure, Hanuman said to Sita, ‘Oh Mother! Take care 
of your self till the time I bring Lord Ram here. Tolerate this agony for another 10 days 
(1). We have to cross the ocean either by drying it, filling it, or constructing a bridge over 
it. We do not need a boat or a ship. Then our great army will destroy the enemy's army in 
half a second (literally; meaning ‘very soon’) and catch hold of Ravana alive (2). You 
shall watch the widows of the enemy shed tears, and shall derive immense joy seeing Sri 
Ram and Laxman with their army (3). Seeing what I've done to Lanka, you should be 
reassured and believe me.’ 

Tulsidas says that soon the time would come for the Gods to sing the glory of 
Lord Ram and for the end of their burning in the fire of sorrows (inflicted upon them by 
the demons) (4) [5/14] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/15— 





pè aaa Rrap ag wea say | 

yap Afaa wa aR AR aÈ BI 

med dal dey, ae wal, flaw Aa p A ga ge gA 
gÀ | 

a a area ere, wea ofr val aA RAT IN 21 
Had dra aft aera, weal 4 gaat ARRA A Tey WA UT | 
b Yarra sine dist 8s fSRy AAAI! 31 
po-pia far ws, 4M et ae Haat VS ay | 
Ue USAR GAL, Tord Waar well, asl Go Wet TWAT 41 























Verse no. 5/15—As soon as Hanuman left, Sita's heart overflowed (was overwhelmed) 
with emotions. Her body was thrilled and benumbed, while tears welled up in her eyes 
(1). 

She wanted to send a message (for Sri Ram), but considering the mental condition 
of her husband, she decided to hold back her insurmountable sorrows and profound 
torments inside her heart (i.e. she did not want to reveal them as it would only add to his 
miseries). Seeing her woeful and agitated condition, torn in a dilemma, as it were, the 
king of monkeys (Hanuman) became emotionally upset, anguished, agitated and 
extremely tormented like a pedestrian gets horrified when he has to walk on the ground 
which is heated by a scorching sun in the summer month. [The ground under the feet 
becomes so hot that it literally burns one's soles, and walking barefoot is an exercise in 
torture and horror. Blisters form and one gets immensely agitated and woeful.] (2). 

He regretted at his eternal life which he considered worse than death. [Hanuman 
had a boon of a long, eternal life, and because of it he wouldn't die even if he wanted to. 
So, he was so remorseful that he would have preferred death to being alive and be a 
witness to such a woeful spectacle without being able to do anything about it, or being 
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unable to avenge Sita's torments inflicted upon her by Ravana inspite of being capable of 
doing it. This frustration—at being tied down because of Sri Ram's constraining orders— 
added to his despair and woes. ] 

Seeing that there was no scope for employing cunning, trickery and use of force 
or strength of arms, he felt that his love (devotion, loyalty to Sri Ram) was too much (i.e. 
too difficult to sustain or uphold) for him. [He felt that had it not been for the danger of 
violating established norms of devotion, which include following the Lord's orders 
without asking questions and to do as you are told, he would have crushed the demons 
like nine pins and would have taken Sita back. ] 

Thence, Sita consoled him affectionately like a mother and blessed him saying ‘What you 
have in your mind will be done. (But, wait for the right moment).’ 

[This almost sealed the fate of the demons, for Hanuman had wished that he 
would crush the demon army single handedly and avenge Sita's agonies. This is perhaps 
the reason why the entire credit for demolishing the enemy was given to Hanuman in the 
Sundar and Lanka Kands of Kavitawali. There, even Sri Ram was spellbound and 
astonished at the valour and marvelous deeds of Hanuman in the battle ground, so much 
so that he expressed this in clear terms to Laxman. Refer: Kavitawali, Lanka Kand, verse 
no. 40.] (3). 

Thereafter, Hanuman silently bowed his head at the feet of Sita (to pay obeisance) 
and full of compassion and pity (at Sita), anger and indignation (at Ravana), shame and 
regret (at himself, that he could not avenge his anger) and fear (that Sri Ram would 
become annoyed because he had burnt the city of Lanka without his permission), he 
made his exit from there. Tulsidas admonishes himself by saying that he is so insensitive 
and emotionless that is able to describe those touching moments of Hanuman taking his 
leave from Sita. (It was a poignant moment, and Sita would be left alone to face her fate 
till the Lord comes to rescue her.) 

[Much is left here on imagination. Sita's last and only channel of communicating 
with Sri Ram was gone. The future was uncertain. The condition can be compared to a 
person marooned on a desolate island with cannibals all around. Then a ray of hope 
comes as a spy sent by the king of the realm to locate that person, and the spy also leaves 
with promise of coming back with reinforcements to rescue him. What if the 
reinfocements so promised do not materialise? There are hordes of imponderables, a sea 
of uncertainities. One can well visualise the state of that person's mind and physical 
bearing. The tortures at the hands of the enemy are bound to increase—because the spy 
was revealed and caught red handed, the city was burnt by him, the impotence and 
incompetence of the demons in the face of Sri Ram's single messenger had come to the 
fore. There was the looming danger of a calamitous war. Indeed, Sita must have been 
petrified with fear! This verse highlights Sita's anguish and her indomitable spirit.] (4).” 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/26— 
IRR, $ Am, 1R gare ay, 
as at OA, AoA He SARE BH 1 
ag | po ah, afer ast, gf da 
ddl 3 oa ore Bera BI SH 112 
el Hel at | tea ara Sat faera fer, 
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wet sacs h, A Tet Te TR F113 
gee asic da, ject fairer aa, 
fanart facie aft pea Pratt 1 14 [5/26] 


Verse no. 5/26—After burning Lanka and making it luster-less and life-less, Hanuman 
doused his burning tail by jumping into the ocean, and then stood before Sita with folded 
hands and palms touching each other as a token of great respect (1)—‘Oh Mother! Please 
be kind to give me a token (which I can take back to Lord Ram).’ 

Hearing this, Sita blessed him and detaching the jewel worn in her hairs, gave it to 
him, and said (2)—‘Son, what can I tell you! How I am passing my days, you've seen for 
yourself. Your presence was a great reassurance and source of courage for me, but you 
speak of departing (3).’ 

Tulsidas says tears welled-up in her eyes and the voice chocked. Seeing her pitiful 
condition, Hanuman consoled her in these words (4) [5/26]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/27— 


Raa s-a a AA F, ATG! e R, aR- aaf Te ARH 111 

oT Fe Ag W apah ga paa Aeg AR È 112 

aaa Aia h, Aa A R, ga Age af pea SAR 13 

Sot orate caete-oR-pa E p a-a sA see FH 1 14[5/27] 


Verse no. 5/27—‘Mother! Have patience! Bear for another 6-7 days. The end of the 
enemy is near; very little time is left (1). Alongwith his brother (Laxman) and army (of 
monkeys) Lord Ram will construct a bridge across the ocean and come here soon (2).’ 
Thus consoling Sita, bowing his head to her (and taking her leave), he jumped above Mt. 
Trikoot and shouted at the top of his voice (3), "Glory to Lord Ram who is like a lion as 
opposed to Ravana who is like an elephant." 

Saying this, Hanuman leapt across the ocean, and the turbulence caused in the air 
due to this created waves in the ocean below (4). [5/27] 


{Having taken leave from Sita, Hanuman leapt back across the ocean to arrive on this 
side where his companions had been eagerly waiting for him.} 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/28— 


ae wire fetes cat aRa 

cae Rrattg ARN oao è amg ar 
gm AAS aaee wetet as 

aft MaaR, R È maag AII 
afear son, stent ak, onf og, 

anggang warrate—atg—et | 
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oped ferite cile—aplepeta, ale piu, 
we Ada, SIA, areal aama T1128 11 


Verse no. 5/28—The bear king Jamvant said—‘“The brave son of the Wind-God had leapt 
across the ocean and treated Lanka as a ‘Sidha Peeth’ (a specially blessed place which 
can endow success in any venture, particularly related to spiritualism). He therefore had 
done mystical tantrik rituals as done in a cremation ground during the preceding night 
(i.e. he had burnt the city during the night). [In occult forms of worship of the goddess of 
death, the worshipper uses the cremation ground for his rituals. Here, the metaphor is 
employed to imply that Hanuman had burnt Lanka in a ritualistic manner, systematically 
and formally.] 

Seeing his immense courage and valour, the Goddess-like Sita became very 
pleased and blessed him with a boon. Having ruined the garden (Ashok grove), slaying 
the army of Akshay Kumar and then burning Lanka, Hanuman has returned to us. He has 
removed the sorrows of this lotus-like world and Chakravak-like monkeys by assuming 
the form of the rays of the sun (daylight) that symbolizes the astounding glory and 
majesty of Lord Ram who himself is like a sun of the Solar race'. Look, he has come 
back, he has come back!!’ [Chakravaks=ruddy goose]. [5/28] 


[Note—'Lord Ram was born in the Solar race. The lotus flower opens up during 
the day time and the ruddy goose also wakes up at dawn. In this stanza, Hanuman 
is compared to the light of the sun in as much as it is he who acted as the flag- 
bearer of Lord Ram’s fame. Had it not been for Hanuman, neither would Sita 
have been found nor would the war won by Ram. Just like the rays of the sun 
eliminating darkness from all corners of the earth, arrival of Hanuman removed 
the pall of gloom and the scepter of disaster that loomed over the monkeys on this 
side of the ocean as they waited most eagerly looking up into the sky in the south 
direction as Hanuman flew in.] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/29— 


soa eR, Paard ad ga, 
eqara uféafer av meie ada È | 
qa Gert Tel ulsepwatay, Aleit 
31g ome onfer wa spaa a ÈI 
Q mag, A A maa- pf, 
aé aft drat aca waa FI 
sig mig ag Aa ameoa Aer 
aad ad, ga a ofa aa S112911 
Verse no. 5/29—Hearing the joyful and shrill cry of Hanuman, all the assembled bears 


and monkeys (on this side of the ocean) looked skywards, and recognizing that he was 
Hanuman, they all became exuberant, exceedingly happy and euphoric as if a ship, along 
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with its crew and passengers, has just escaped being sunk. They embraced each other in 
ecstasy as if they had been re-born. 

Shouting 'Glory to the Lord of Janki (i.e. Ram)! Glory to Laxman! Glory to 
Sugriv!' all those monkeys and bears jumped gleefully and danced merrily on the sand of 
the ocean shore. Most valiant among them—Angad, Mayand, Neel, Nal—twisted and 
waved their large tails and happily made funny faces at each other. [5/29] 


Ram Charit Manas : 


qe- Y5 qa; G3 a aR ag ET FAR | 
Bt SS FAS AL TH 11 [Doha 5/26.] 
m AR A ee er | tS wearer fe AT 111 
FS SAR TT aH | UT TAT Ta TAS 112 [5/27/1-2] 


Having thus burnt Lanka to ashes, Hanuman jumped into the ocean and doused his 
burning tail, relieved his fatigue and thereafter stood with folded hands before Sita 
[5/26/0]. ‘Mother, please give me some token like Lord Ram had given me for the 
purpose of proof of my meeting you (1).’ 

Sita gave him the jewel she had worn on her head (Chuda Mani), and Hanuman 
accepted it gladly (2) [5/27/1-2]. 


ael- «= Saas a HR ae fare ees as | 
eT Hel Fe HAY Taq WA Us HS 11 [Doha 5/27.] 
Tere Fares TSH at | Ty aa gA ARR À 111 
are Niy uR mR strat | wae fah hA YTA 112 [5/28/1-2] 


Hanuman consoled her in various ways, and bowing his head at her feet, he departed 
immediately to meet Lord Ram [5/27/0]. As he leapt, he roared so wildly that the 
pregnant wives of demons miscarried (1). He crossed the ocean and reached the other 
side, and was greeted by his fellow companions who were eagerly waiting for him with a 
shill cry of joy (2) [5/28/1-2]. 


FIA RAA AR TA | Ger HEI Arr STA || [5/28/6] 
Ust Haat Hae Te SAH | TH Hot a arg frat 4 

AA BS HSS STAT | WS Tenet HIS BH BAT 115 

aft apie seh ate facts | afte ales Tanita aS 116 
Wa Hits Sea Sart Sear | foe Srey Aa Bee FAST 117 

wien fren aS at ae | aaa pÀ RAS TE 118 [5/29/4-8] 

ater wife afed Ga AS Tals HEAT TT 
Ust Hac Wa sta Har ea Te ast 11 [Doha 5/29. ] 
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WY Hl HU AAS WF A | TH SAR YHA A SA 114 [5/30/4] 
aera Fife asa Set I aR ga org Bis CAT 11 [5/31/1] 


All the monkeys and bears then proceeded towards Lord Ram, all the while exchanging 
the latest news of events [5/28/6]. Sugriv welcomed them and asked of their welfare. 
They replied, “All is good on seeing your feet. By the grace of Lord Ram, the work has 
been accomplished (4). Lord, the work has been done by Hanuman, and he has saved our 
lives (5) : Hearing this, Sugriv met Hanuman once again and they all proceeded to meet 
Lord Ram (6). When Ram, who was sitting on a slab of stone, saw them approaching, he 
guessed that they had done their assigned task from the joyous mood of the group, who 
fell at his feet in reverance (7-8). [5/29/4-8]. 

Lord Ram embraced all of them with affection and asked about their welfare. They 
replied, “All is well with us, now that we have seen your holy (lotus) feet [Doha 5/29]. By 
your grace, all the work is done with remarkable success and we are very lucky and 
fortunate [5/30/4].’ 

Then Hanuman gave Lord Ram the head-jewel (Chuda Mani) which he had brought 
as a token from Sita, which was accepted by the Lord who clasped it to his bosom as a 
sign of remembrance of Sita and affection for her [5/31/1]. 


Geetawali: Raag Basant: Verse no. 5/16— 


HR | Rat sat esa | cha eat TAT 11 
m-a fer Nf I mA wanes caret Tana 112 
fea aia ofa, snfaer og | Het sift afta rat stag 113 
ara afer, eet fa rag | ais der Tea Sea eS 114 
fore Stet et ST SPT PT | TRS aE aE SAK STAT 115 
arad angh à Sagat | as TIN AA ATT FIAT 116 
ade ids, cer frara | ofars Tate waat aT 117 
ST-V Ot TAT HT | TL IR-IN TAPS THR 118 
OR Yo Gebel HAM-A | IL STATA Aaa aT A119 
SAL THT MIS WATT | TA Ta Gos afer GBTA-aTT 1110 
arafé, pafé aft ah fete | tad se aye AT Ale 11 | 
ot Hed AIT Te We sre | Aft afed Afadt Feat Sars 1112 
ol GoM GA, Wa fs TMS | TI TA TS Tat Tefsera 1113 [5/16] 


Verse no. 5/16—Hearing the news of Hanuman's successful return from Lanka, Laxman 
said to Ram, ‘Lord! See, Hanuman has come back. He has literally played Holi’ in Lanka 
(1). Fixing an auspicious day for your work, he had assured his companions and leapt 
across the ocean (2). There he worshipped Sita's holy feet and ate his full of the sweet 
fruits in the Ashok grove (3). Then he lay waste that garden and prepared for playing a 
symbolic form of Holi, and respectfully urged the demons to wrap his tail with cloth 
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soaked in oil (4). People mocked him and beat drums before he set fire in all the four 
directions (corners) of the city (5). He offered the demons as sacrifice in the fire; seeing 
its leaping flames, even the chariots of Gods escaped from the site (6). At that moment, 
there was a lot of wonder and marvel amongst the Gods in the sky and wailing amongst 
the demons; a sinner is at last burnt in his own sins (7) Hearing his roar, the God's 
repeatedly showered flowers and praised his tail (8). In this way, spreading the good news 
everywhere, burning to ashes the city of Lanka, he jumped in the ocean to douse his tail 
and consoled Sita, thereby reinforcing your glory. Hence, glory to Hanuman who is the 
destroyer of false pride of all enemies (9-10). At present, he and his companions are 
enjoying themselves on their success by drinking honey in the Forest of Honey (Madhu 
Van) (11)? 

While Laxman was talking with Lord Ram, Hanuman came and clasped his feet, and 
Lord Ram embraced him along with the token jewel Hanuman had brought from Sita 
(12). All were very happy on Hanuman's return and started to prepare the army (for the 
assault); Tulsidas also joins them in singing the glories of Lord Ram at that auspicious 
moment (13). [5/16] 


[Note—'Holi—It is a festival of colours celebrated in the Basant season which 
falls roughly in February-March. It is related to the story of Prahalad, a child 
devotee of Lord Vishnu whose father was a demon named Hiranyakashipu. The 
child was put to great torture by his demon father so that he stops worshipping 
Lord Vishnu. The demon had attempted to get him burnt alive on a fire but 
Prahalad survived unscathed. In the night a fire is lit and rituals performed to 
commemorate that event. On the next day coloured water and powder is used to 
celebrate. It is also a festival to honour the spirit of universal brotherhood as even 
strangers are welcome to join and celebrate. The colour removes all distinction of 
caste and creed, and the entire mass of humanity looks like one big sea of colour. 
The spring season also heralds flowers and trees of myriad colours, and this is 
metaphorically depicted by playing with colours on the streets and in the homes. 

In the present case, Holi is cited with reference to the burning of Lanka 
because the city was burnt to ashes while Sita and Vibhishan’s residence 
remained unscathed just like Prahalad escaped from the fire in which his aunt was 
burnt. ] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/30— 


ad Ta ws, Waa aT 1 
Uh Ta TAR, H-THrAR, ae 

Taare, AÀ a-ga È 112 

Uh A ag aa AR pag 13 
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Pu-Teay Harry ape È 114 [5/30] 


Verse no. 5/30—On his landing on this side of the ocean, the monkeys regarded him as 
their saviour, and some embraced him, while others took the dust of his feet, or kissed his 
tail (1). Some asked the news of Sita, and narrating it, it appeared the tiredness of 
Hanuman vanished (i.e. he felt exhilarated and joyful on telling the good news to them) 
(2). Some of his companion brought bulbs, roots and fruits for him, thinking that he was 
hungry; still others adorned his arms with flowers and showered adulations on them (3). 
Some said that one on whom Lord Ram has become benign and favourable can 
accomplish all the tasks in this world (4) [5/30]. 


{The party of jubiliant monkeys and bears came to the Rishyamook Mountain where 
Lord Ram waited with Laxman and Sugriv for the news.} 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/31— 


Barerepl wets, wie, wer dem cfeprast 
wed det drei, Rr wey sera | 
pall Garrat Hier Weare, sitet 
wg tee, Uler Ufet US Hepat 11 
are ded, A yard edret a, 
‘Sore Go sista’ eae aa aes | 
we pr, PR pa se aA, go- 
arrest aa AeA A AAA | 13111 


Verse no. 5/31—Then they started to move towards Kishkindha from the shore of the 
ocean, all the while narrating and listening to the stories of Sita’s devotion, affections, 
pure character and pious nature vis-a-vis her sorrowful surroundings and torments she 
was undergoing. As a result, the distance was covered soon (without them feeling tired). 
Reaching Kishkindha, Angad summoned all the monkeys and said, “Today, all of you eat 
fruits to your heart’s content!’ 

Hearing his orders, all the monkeys forcefully entered Madhuvan (i.e. a garden of 
sweet fruit trees laden with honey). Those gardeners, who were beaten by excited 
monkeys, ran to the court (of Sugriv) and complained. Showing him (Sugriv) their 
wounds they informed him that Angad had reduced the garden to waste. At this Sugriv 
exclaimed, ‘In the name of the Lord of Tulsi (i.e. Sri Ram), it appears that the monkeys 
have completed the assigned task. Today my mind is feeling extremely happy (which is a 
good omen)!’ 


{When they reached Lord Ram, Hanuman bowed his head in respect to the Lord and 
narrated the soulful condition of Sita to him. Let us sample three verses from Geetawali 
to see the intensity and poignancy of the narration of Sita’s woes. } 
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Geetawali: Raag Jaitsree: Verse no. 5/17— 





Urs wa fase eR ! caa@gar afe facie okt eete | 

3 AAR- wearer | wa ae eA, wre afé wefa 1l 
Pomerat feet Greet AIA aR ved 7 WH BA 
ag ea ARo aka vfa—feart ets Wad YaTHa || 211 
dg wee ued ded ay Ger fare fro aaa ferrater | 

Hag gE gea Wwe 4s gfe fad vey ay oafe!| 311 
JA of ga fear eeu eh maA Gear al ve FA | 
gaem ye-ye ER wa ord AAs Wed VAI 411 























Verse no. 5/17—[Hanuman reported—] ‘Oh Sri Ram, Oh Hari (another name for Lord 
Vishnu), you are an abode or treasury of bliss! Listen to the way Sita is coping with 
extreme sorrows and insurmountable torments and anguish. She does not overtly say 
anything about her anguish and tribulations, arising out of separation from you. Instead of 
it, she consistently mutters the words ‘Oh brother of Laxman! Oh the merciful Lord who 
is compassionate and kind!’ [In the Hindu tradition, a wife is not supposed to take the 
first name of her husband. That is why Sita remembered Sri Ram, but pronounced his 
name indirectly by referring to him as ‘Lord’, while calling Laxman by his name.] (1). 

She constantly stares intently at her lotus-like feet while the tears from her 
sorrowful eyes do not stop even for a moment as if the two blue lotuses, which have 
emerged from the moon, incessantly drip drops of nectar because of the agony of 
separation from the sun. [Here, the moon is Sita's beautiful face, the blue lotus flowers 
are her eyes; the sun is Sri Ram and the drops of nectar which are dripping are the flow of 
tears from her eyes. As is evident, a lotus loves the sun, but since it is trapped inside the 
moon, it cannot face or see its beloved sun, for the sun and the moon do not rise together 
but are slotted for the day and night respectively.] (2). 

Accompanied by numerous demonesses and submerged in the anguish of your 
separation, she passes her days most remorsefully under a tree as if the intellect, trapped 
amongst the wicked sense organs is awaiting the rising of wisdom (to liberate her from 
their shackles) (3).’ 

Hearing the words (i.e. narration of Sita's miserable, wretched condition) from 
Hanuman, the Lord determined in his heart that Sita has my eternal, stable and pure 
devotion firmly entrenched (rooted, established) in her heart. Tulsidas says that thinking 
thus, Sri Hari (Ram) began lamenting and grieving, though he is beyond (unaffected by, 
or equanimous under both) happiness and distress, joys and sorrows. 

[By using the word Hari, Tulsidas wishes to emphasis that we should not be 
misled by seeing Sri Ram wailing for a woman like an ordinary man. This is part of the 
play he has to act—because the Lord has assumed a human form. Would it not look 
highly incongruous and untenable if he laughs and shows that he cares not a dime about 
Sita because he is the Lord of all creation, and as such, worldly emotions do not affect 
him? A good actor is one who plays the path to the hilt, without faltering. But once out of 
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the play, he regains his composure, becomes his former self. This will answer the 
skeptics who say that Ram was infatuated by a woman.] (4).” 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 5/18— 


gga | RaT AER | 

Fed wa ors ore, mag feg a MIIAN 
RAA T e mA WAN, HÀ AA, a gA Jor | 
Wea Veter am, a Ree fer ve, Ma Pome—Haet Pere | 211 
GRAS AA AS A A MANAN | 
getters yore Aore Ae a ga- GAR 11 31 

















Verse no. 5/18—‘Oh the most exalted Lord in king Raghu's race (‘Raghu-kul-tilak’—.e. 
Lord Ram)! When I first went and saw Sita, she looked so pathetic, tormented and 
miserable by the agony of your separation that she resembled ‘Separation and Loss’ 
personified sitting in the form of a uncared for and neglected statue to me (1). 

[Describing her state, he goes on—] Her eyes were immobile like that of a 
portrait, the limbs (hand and feet) appeared to be moulded (sculpted or cast in a fixed 
position), while the ears too appeared to be chiseled out from a stone. Hence (as a result 
of it), she did not listen (respond) even when called out. She chants your name 
incessantly; the hands pensively support her head, while the eyes are constantly 
transfixed at her own lotus-like feet (2). 

She has a great yearning to have your Darshan [divine and holy viewing]. Hence 
(in order to prevent the exit of her soul from her body), she has made her ‘concentration’ 
as her guard to keep vigil on her soul.’ [She concentrates on your name, on your glories, 
on your divine form, on your activities and the hope of meeting you once again. This acts 
as a guard against her soul from leaving her body. ] 

Tulsidas says that, further, it is also true that the demoness Trijata worships her 
with the symbolic flowers that represent Lord Ram’s glories, virtues, fame and majesty. 
[Trijata constantly reminds Sita about the Lord's name and glories. She keeps Sita’s 
hopes alive by reminding her of Lord’s great powers and strength. She is the only one 
who supports Sita in the otherwise desolate, hostile and bleak surroundings at Lanka.] 


CO) 


Geetawali: Raag Jaitsree: Verse no. 5/20— 


Ger fers 4g aha | 

fad ¢ gag, wa Goa | al ow Ù a ofe ef 711111 
aaa qa ot cal ved Rae cla GF | 

‘er gent, ora—ftont we ute fea ae aftr efe AI 211 
wie afear gata, dé wat afs—afe aot yeas AF | 
wear Fe ag ake, de a7 wy a oat fos WAI 311 
garter wy! aa Aae ga OR oed erfa afa aM 
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det ae, GR wt gy, ef ge siec-omle <1 1 411 


Verse no. 5/20—‘Oh Sri Ram, the abode of mercy and compassion! Listen carefully at 
the (physical and mental) state of Sita as a consequence of your separation. I am aware of 
it a bit, but I cannot (fully) narrate (describe) it (1). 

The tears in her eyes always remain at its corner like the wealth of a miser. [A 
miser does not part with his money; he hides them somewhere. Likewise, the tears are not 
shed by the eyes; Sita makes her best effort to conceal them.] A mighty hunter 
representing ‘silence’ has forcibly caught hold of a bird called ‘Alas’ (i.e. the sound of 
lamentation, woes, anguish and sorrows), trapped it in a cage of shame and hesitation, 
and tucked it away in his heart. [Hence, that sound of moaning—Alas, Ah etc.—remains 
muted and cannot come out or be heard openly. In other words, Sita sighs silently and has 
been overcome with hopelessness and haplessness. She is distraught and resigned to her 
ill-fate. She is counting her days and waiting for death to relieve her of her miseries.] (2). 

In the garden where she lives, all the birds and animals have abandoned their 
traditional homes (i.e. they have left the Ashok grove and fled from there because of the 
heat generated by the fire of Sita's sorrows and miseries), and the wind—which is usually 
cool, soft and fragrant—does not step in that direction if it happens to come in contact 
with her breath even once (because it fears getting heated, become uncomfortable and 
foul) (3). 

Oh Tulsidas' Lord! Trying to describe Sita's sorrows and tribulations with this 
mouth seems to make them negligible or inconsequential because words can’t capture the 
poignancy of the situation. Hence, now you should give her your Darshan (i.e. present 
yourself of in front of her) and remove the cause of all her miseries and agonies because 
you are the vanquisher of the sorrows, anguish, miseries and tribulations of the meek, 
humble, lowly, hapless and helpless ones (4).” 


The Barvai Ramayan summarises the message that Hanuman gave to Lord about Sita in 
its verse nos. 40-41 as follows— 


fra fart ge oe fae mes Ter | 
tet IM ot FART set sf | 140 | | 








40-[Upon his return to Kishkindha, Hanuman reported to Lord Ram and described the 
misery of Sita as follows—] 'How can I describe the anguish, sorrow, troubles and 
tribulations of Sita? 

Kamdeo constantly pierces her with arrows made of flowers (i.e. she is 
consistently suffering from the agonies that arise from her separation from you).' 
[Kamdeo is the patron god of love.] 





Ure dred Gard ae fers sil 
faye GR we fasaft aworye ots | 141 | 
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41-'When the moonlight of a winter's full moon spreads in all the directions, then it 
appears like the scorching light of the mid-day sun for her. Thinking that the moon is like 
the patron god of her family (i.e. she begins to treat the moon as the ‘sun’), she prays to it 
and beseeches it to somehow extricate her from her ordeals, and allow her freedom from 
her wretched and miserable condition by letting her burn herself to death).' [In this 
context, refer verse nos. 37.] 

[Lord Ram was born in the ‘solar race’. Hence, the ‘sun’ is treated as the patron 
god of his family. Sita is so dazed and confused that she begins to mix things up— 
thinking that the moon is the sun. Even the soothing moonlight is intolerable for her. It 
reminds her of the scorching light of the sun.] 


{After Hanuman had left Lanka, Sita felt lonely and dejected. A demoness named Trijata 
was deputed by Ravana to keep an eye on Sita. Trijata was a noble soul despite of her 
body being that of a demoness. She felt deeply sympathetic towards Sita and felt pity for 
her. She was Sita’s only constant companion all through her confinement in Lanka. By 
and by the two became friends, and Sita used to confide in her all her emotions and 
sentiments. So Sita told her in a very poignant mood that she is very depressed and 
wonders whether she will ever meet her beloved husband Lord Ram again in life. Trijata, 
like a true friend and companion, kept her spirit buoyed and morale boosed by always 
assuring her that she should not doubt that she would be rescued by the Lord sooner 
rather than later. The conversation between the two has been described in Geetawali, 
Sundar kand, verse no. 5/47 to 5/51. Now, let us hear them. } 


Conversation between Sita and Trijata— 


Geetawali: Raag Jaitsree: Verse no. 5/47— 





pa aA qua de aye ata? 
Uae, HA, Hus, 

wart ag sA sm ata 111 
RRA veloc, UM aS, 

amy, or ofr gaa arta 
gaem wyn A YAR, 

wy è mA è A WII 2l 











Verse no. 5/47—[Sita said to the demoness Trijata—] ‘When shall I see that enchanting 
and lovable (sweet, pleasant) image (of my beloved husband Sri Ram) with these eyes? 
When shall I see him whose eyes are akin to the lotus flower, who is most tender and a 
mine of mercy and kindness, and whose most enchanting image puts to shame the 
magnificence and glamour of numerous Kamdeo-cupids put together? (1). 

(When shall I meet—) The Lord (who) has matted hairs on the head, a bow and 
arrow in the hands, and an attractive ‘Van-mala’ (a garland made of marigold flowers) 
always hanging on his broad chest.’ 
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Tulsidas says that Sita has become immersed in the thoughts of Raghubir (literally 
the strong and brave warrior of king Raghu’s clan; Lord Ram) whose magnificence, 
glamour, majesty and spectacular beauty is so overwhelming and enrapturing that she 
appears to have lost awareness of her body (and her surroundings) (2). [5/47] 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 5/48— 





He, pag ARa STÀ |! sreo—qast | 
Uys gr- wad free a, 
dad cat oft dite Yaa! 111 
RA surf fea wre wa fee, 
We OA ae AA was 
fea aR Aa- a pèd M, 
yap ma, art are Waal! 211 
geil freer ort, Ra aA tear 
yg bel Ve qg | 
aAa PMPA 
Rg sd aed SITI 3 


























Verse no. 5/48—[Sita continued—] ‘Friend Trijata! Say, will I be ever able to have 
Darshan (a reverential viewing) of the Aaryaputra (the son born in the Aryan race; here 
referring to Lord Ram), who is an image (i.e. embodiment, personification) of beauty and 
magnificence, along with his brother (Laxman)? 

Ever since I was separated from them in the forest, the three Lokas (subterranean, 
terrestrial and heavenly worlds; literally meaning the whole world) seem to be engulfed 
in a wild forest-fire for me. [That is, I don’t find peace and comfort anywhere. Day and 
night, morning and evening, summer or winter, rainy season or dry days—I feel equally 
tormented and burn inside by the fire ignited due to the agony and misery caused by 
separation from Lord Ram. The grief and anguish are roasting me alive.] (1). 

My beloved (Ram) reveals himself in my heart as soon as I remember his image 
(form) which is most adorable and loving. I want to touch his feet by the hands of my 
mind (imagination), but when I recall his separation from me, then my (physical and 
mental) condition cannot be described—the body becomes thrilled and tears roll down 
my eyes (2).’ 

Tulsidas says that when Trijata saw that Sita was excessively agitated and 
anguished, she consoled her with these sweet and comforting words, ‘Sri Ram, who is the 
destroyer of enemies, will come soon. The ‘Sun’ of the solar race is the destroyer 
(eliminator, remover, vanquisher) of darkness representing the demons, and is favoured 
by the garden of lotuses representing the Gods. This Sun is about to rise.’ 

[Here, the ‘Sun’ is a metaphor for Sri Ram. The phrase ‘the sun of the solar-race’ 
means that Lord Ram is the brightest, the most glorious and the most renowned amongst 
all the kings of the Sun-race. The ‘demons’ stand for all the wicked, evil and unrighteous 
creatures. The Gods are compared to the lotus because of their good virtues just like the 
lotus flower which is deemed to be pure, clean and incorruptible inspite of living inside a 


244 


dirty pond. The Lord is a favourite with the Gods because he affords them his full support 
and protection, and like the celestial sun he removes the darkness represented by the evil 
and wicked demons. | (3). [5/48] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/49— 


sat À A awe BT 

gat Aoa ! foe urrarer fay arax FART ge gue we Wil 111 
fare faya fas—afer at wx, dT YE woot |wrs ae 

as ifs cif aaRic vee aaa fa ed Fe Wl 211 
RAR BE wA-aRay oftas—ore afer der aes FI 

d wy gore—ger Vide OR wes, caf 4 qt ae WII 311 
Rg-Ra ae adl fedn—sa, fk-aa ed ura ge FI 

q yfear—eew Aè site, afr wage UR mè NIIA 
gaam wa aa ura ya aa—ord AR GR we BI 

aa ure fra ues oRew fey, arg ay ats AR eT 51 





























Verse no. 5/49—{Sita replied to Trijata—] “Dear, I have not disclosed this to you until 
now. Listen Trijata, I have suffered intensely day and night without (the company of) my 
beloved (husband, Sri Ram) (1). 

The poisonous creeper representing horrible miseries of separation has grown 
robust in my heart. It has naturally burnt (sucked out and destroyed) all my joys and 
happiness. It appears that my eyes are like the bulls which are always yoked to the water- 
wheel to draw water so as to somehow douse this fire of agony caused by separation from 
the Lord. [Sita means that tears constantly flow from her eyes to soothe her weary, 
exhausted, pained and tormented nerves. Her grief is somewhat alleviated when she 
weeps just like the forest fire is somewhat calmed down when it rains.] (2). 

My body-like lake has dried up (1.e. it has become emaciated and withered), hence 
the water-bird representing my soul (life) residing in it now wants to depart (i.e. I wish to 
die). In the present time, though you have temporarily stopped them from departing by 
attempting to quench their thirst by providing them with the life-sustaining nectar in the 
form of reassurance (that the Lord would definitely come to my rescue) along with 
narrating the divine glories and the auspicious virtues of the Lord (Sri Ram), they still are 
not satisfied (quenched and contented). 

[Sita means that inspite of all the reassurances by Trijata she is finding it too 
much of a burden to live any longer without her beloved Lord Ram. She is longing 
desperately for the Lord, and mere words and assurances do not seem to help 
substantially unless there is some sort of positive signal or development to prove them. 
The odds are so heavily stacked against her that inspite of all the assurances of Trijata 
that the Lord would come soon and kill the demons and release her from captivity, Sita 
does not seem to rely or believe in them. Of course such sweet and reassuring words give 
her temporary relief, but sooner than later the feeling of wretchedness and misery returns 
with a vengeance.] (3). 
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These birds (representing my soul, my body and life) were just floating or drifting 
away in the fierce current of the river symbolized by wrath of the enemy (demons) 
relying upon the strength of wisdom and fortitude. But the son of the Wind-God 
(Hanuman), who is of a pure heart and intellect, swam across swiftly, caught hold of 
them and prevented them from getting lost by giving them a life-support (a buoy) in the 
signet ring (that the Lord had given him to be delivered to me). Thus, these birds were 
not only saved from drowning but also from getting lost for ever. 

[The birds symbolize the life and body of Sita. Wisdom had prevented her from 
dying because she knew that if she lost courage and died then whatever chance she had of 
meeting the Lord again would be lost for ever. So she drew on her reserve of courage and 
fortitude to somehow linger on with life in a tenacious manner. But life was slowly 
ebbing away from her body just like the bird which was drifting away in the vicious 
current of the rapid water of the fast-flowing river. Then Hanuman came and threw the 
life-buoy in the form of the ring of Lord Ram. Sita clinged to this ring to save her 
precious life from sinking in the ocean of agony, misery, grief and torment to which she 
was subjected. Hanuman’s arrival had helped to pull her out from the brink of certain 
death by injecting hope in her. The hope and the expectation that now she will soon meet 
her beloved Lord provided her the will and the encouragement to live on for some more 
time till the Lord comes and rescues her.] (4).’ 

[Virtually interrupting the narration, Tulsidas interjects here to observe—] ‘Oh, in 
my mind representing a forest, there are hordes of animals representing all sorts of 
sorrows, miseries and troubles to which Sita was subjected.’ 

[Going back to the earlier narration, he says that Trijata replied to Sita—] ‘Dear 
friend Sita! Shrug-off the doubts in your heart now. Both the hunters (Sri Ram and 
Laxman) have arrived (and, alluding to Tulsidas' interjection, she means that they will 
kill these wild animals represented by the demons which have been tormenting her).’ (5). 


Geetawali: Raag Bilaawal: Verse no. 5/50— 


Gl fer Ural, Pg, Ha ve ! 
or feat sear Rigg Aor! gA q awa aif Are BAS 11 11 | 
Rada GRY Was fear sot Te | 

war yo fees, fageaarc facies G11 211 
fear gga, watts yf, sade feat feat ve | 
afte SYA AeA, da Aryl vary ot S11 311 
aga ued aie oft ae, dole aife aarafe de | 
g aE uel aife uraufa fara eau arie a WAS! 411 
de Vat VAY Talwar gut Heer far sae cee | 
TX, ar, Ue, ats cay, oat que ox aufs qde i 511 
Wea, dads Bae, Ue APTA a vie Fe | 
faa wa wonfeererer, gen ores ort 11 611 
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Verse no. 5/50—{Sita said—] ‘Oh Trijata! When will that golden (auspicious, fortunate) 
day dawn when, hearing that the ocean has been tamed (bridged), you will come hurridly 
to convey this good news to me? (1). 

When will the Gods rush to see (the spectacular marvel) that Ravana, who has 
crushed the world and tormented the Gods, has got the fruit of (i.e. punishment for) his 
(evil, sinful and unrighteous) deeds, and Vibhishan has become the king of Lanka 
instead? (2). 

[I’m eagerly waiting for that fine day when—] There would be a loud chorus of 
kettle-drums (a musical instrument) being played in the sky to celebrate the victory, the 
sages and hermits shall be singing praises, the clear sky shall be covered by the vehicles 
of Gods from which flowers would be showered on the ‘Bhanukul Mani’ (literally, the 
jewel or the gem of the Solar Race, i.e. Lord Sri Ram), and at the opportune moment the 
son of the Wind-God (Hanuman) would take me there (to where my beloved Lord Sri 
Ram is) (3). 

When I would see him (Sri Ram) along with his younger brother (Laxman) 
amongst the monkeys, his divine sight and its spectacular beauty would be so magnificent 
and bewitching to behold that it would be putting to shame millions of Kamdeo-cupids by 
its charm and magnificence. Indeed my heart will swell with joy and exhilaration on 
seeing my heart's beloved with my own eyes at that time (4). 

Will the clever creator let me happily see Ayodhya once again accompanied by 
our group (of monkeys, bears etc.), along with the Lord (Sri Ram) and Laxman? The 
fierce and intolerable fire burning in my heart shall be doused when I see the Guru 
(Vashishtha), citizens, mothers-in-law (Kaushalya, Sumitra etc.), and both my brothers- 
in-laws (Bharat and Shatrughan) (5). 

On that occasion, auspicious pitchers and pots would be put up as decorations in 
each household, and celebratory (felicitous) songs would be sung. The alms-seekers 
would get what they want, while Tulsidas will sing the song of glorious victory of the 
great king, Lord Sri Ram!’ (6) [5/50] 


[Note—Once again Tulsidas prophesizes that when the happy days return to 
Ayodhya, he will be present at the time of Sri Ram's coronation to participate in 
the rejoicings and celebrations at that time. And as true scribe, he will give a first- 
hand account of the rejoicings, celebrations and festivities accompanying the 
Lord's ascension to the throne of Ayodhya] (6). 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/5 1— 


fra | cio ofa, well org Ue | 

carga ag tent ge, weet ua, facia 4 AS11111 
Sa ufo aft—arg wrens olga ef meer ee | 

erst Ret cere, flea wget SAEI 2l 
PRR GUY WA UN SR- Ud UR US Ue | 
wat oR Rar amm, OAR Old seq Wade! | 31 
Rear aR, ama AA, aaie ¢ aay We | 

oe yA af, akties Gat ER, ale Aaa AAA S A 
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dy Cad Users ve aR Get Ra aes | 
wa—arafefe dfs gale a mda Aapa 8811 51 
qa afe fea Aaga maag, -an uy gale fade | 

as A, ga- AA Gre at veh ae Se 11 61 
pga- gN- aa- aa Ulead Huet Prot Ta RÀ | 
v4 goth ae gRa 44 gafteara pa PRA Te 711 

















Verse no. 5/51—[Trijata replied to Sita—] ‘Have courage and patience! Now, having got 
information about you from the son of the Wind-God (Hanuman), Raghav (Sri Ram) will 
come soon. He is merciful and kind by nature, and hence he will delay no further (1). 

The Lord would bridge (tie, tame) the ocean playfully (without effort, easily) like 
Kaal (the God of death) does (with a creature when the time of its death arrives) after 
assembling an army of monkeys and bears. Now you would see Lanka surrounded on all 
the sides (i.e. besieged), and the demonesses would become extremely agitated and regret 
at the turn of events (2). 

The foolish moths representing the demons would fly towards and get burnt by 
the fire of Sri Ram's arrows (i.e. they will be enticed and lured towards Sri Ram's arrows, 
and die in multitudes by being shot by these arrows of the Lord), even as Ravana would 
feel extremely contrite, remorseful and repentant while going to the “Yam Lok’ (the 
abode of Yam, the God of death and hell) accompanied by his family following in the 
vanguard. [Like the moths that fly towards the fire only to get burnt to death, the demons 
would voluntarily go and get killed by the arrows shot by Lord Ram and Laxman. When 
Ravana would be finally killed, he would go to the abode of the God of Death, Yam, and 
would be regretting at his decision of creating un-necessary enmity with Lord Ram that 
eventually led to the slaying of the entire demon race except some who did not oppose 
the Lord, such as Vibhishan and his companions.] (3). 

The Lord would accept Vibhishan and anoint him as the king, and he would also 
make the Gods fearless and establish (reinstate) them in the heavens. At that auspicious 
moment, the sages and hermits would applaud, saying aloud ‘Hail, Hail!’ in chorus, the 
Gods would shower flowers from the sky as they watch the events from their aerial 
vehicles while simultaneously playing musical instruments to celebrate the occasion (4). 

All the creatures would destroy (overcome, vanquish) all their sorrows, heart- 
burns and torments by touching the holy feet of Lord Ram along with his brother. All the 
creatures who have eyes would get the reward (fruit) of their eye-sight by seeing you 
(Sita) sitting on the left-hand side of Lord Ram (5). 

You would look (glance) at the Lord with most affectionate glances and 
enchanted eyes, and the Lord would reciprocate. Watching those adorable, happy, joyous 
and magnificent moments, (a view of spectacular and of momentous importance and 
charm), all would be transfixed (and they would stare mesmerized, without blinking even 
for a moment) (6). 

Thereafter, Lord Sri Ram—accompanied by the monkey army, Laxman, the glory 
and the good fame that he has acquired, the victory of Lanka as a trophy to his credit, and 
with Sita by his side—would go back happily to his city (capital, Ayodhya). 

Tulsidas will sing the Lord’s glories, virtues and famous deeds, that are 
magnificent and stupendously fascinating, with a thrilled body and a mind that is 
exhilarated and euphoric beyond description (7). [5/51]” 
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{Coming back to the place where the Lord was in the Rishyamook Mountain, 
preparations were underway to launch an assult on Lanka. Lord Ram summoned Sugriv, 
the king of monkeys, and asked him to prepare the army and move towards Lanka. } 


Departure of Ram's army for Lanka : Ram Charit Mans: 


aa Tafa HHIPALS AAA | HST et HT ALE TATA 16 
aa Acia A aA AA | Tee ates He g AA 117 
aiga tha Gar ag SH | TT X aa FA RET 118 
Ag- PAA AT AANT E JAT FA | 
AM A AA FA MR MA TET 11 [5/34/6-8, Doha no. 34.] 
yy a ja a AE | asi g eA HT | 1 
Adi m apa pA A | aas pa pR Ra A 112 
TH HU Fe g aT l e ega Aa ARAT 113 
See TH Ta AS TIT | GT AT Fae YH AT 114 [5/35/1-4] 


Then, Lord Ram summoned the king of monkeys (Sugriv) and asked him to make 
preparation for departure for Lanka without any delay, and issue necessary orders to the 
monkeys in this regard (6-7). Seeing this fortunate spectacle, the Gods showered flowers 
and gladly returned to their respective abodes (8). 

Sugriv summoned all the commanders of the army, and the multitudes of monkeys 
presented themselves. It was a huge congregation—bears, monkeys of different colours, 
strength and age [5/34/6-8,0]. 

They all bowed their heads before Lord Sri Ram and roared (1). Lord Ram surveyed 
the army and blessed them with merciful eyes (2). Emboldened by his grace and 
presence, they vied with each other as if to challenge even the winged mountains, as it 
were (3). 

Heart full of joy, Lord Ram started for Lanka; many auspicious omens occured at 
that moment [5/35/1-4]. 


Geetawali: Raag Maru: Verse no. 5/22— 


TS TTA TAT TST | 

ofr Fy, Sara Ase, SAT GT HT CHT 11 
aft aan Zan ae safe aie fa AgaR | 
weed À aei Bead Gee Fy PAM 112 

aU fone feral THe, TAA Tart TAT | 
GUN ah, Ws Sa, TRA Sale SHAR 113 
Hehe Te Me, fame whe Ht eR- | 
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paa AR A-AA STÅ-3 AÈ TE 114 

fIR-Tee, TEA AS HU, Te pAg PA ANE | 

Tet ae fete fea af ‘ere re’ ante, “Ht aT Aqsa’ 7115 
Tas Hy Wah-aeT-aS Sh Te, seb PTAA | 

Sad Et PAT, YAA FIA-AN BHAA 116 

Te Of a a, AR wa art get Te AA | 

ay PRA, STAA-S1h Blt GAMA BIS FT SATA 117 
FEMTST-HAS-HA-ASATTT OT APT AAT AT 

IRE TK SRT, ALIA, HLH TA TAK 118 

Teh FY, FEAR aK, SST TST AK | 
fafaa, aaa, shretset ata APAPA-AR 119 
sgam Sits paaa AA AAA TE | 

ATA Ter Hares fewest frets, feat Stas 1110 
algae TRY Tag Sa Yac-Te SAE | 
Teves 7 ea fiat aft, pqs GAS 1111 [5/22] 


Verse no. 5/22—At the time of Lord Ram's departure (with his army), the ocean became 
turbulent and mountains trembled. [There was a great tumult in the world.] 

Presently, Lord Ram raised his bow (1). Brahma, Mahadeo (Lord Shiva) etc. were 
startled at its ferocious and loud thunderbolt-like sound. River Ganges slipped (in shock) 
from Lord Shiva's matted hairs, and he could not control her (i.e. there were floods) (2). 
All the guardians of the world became uneasy; all the 14 directions were filled with fear. 
Meanwhile, there was turmoil in Lanka. Ravana's ears stood on alert and wives of the 
demons miscarried (3). 

The bears and monkeys began to grind their teeth, and invoking Lord Ram and 
taking oath in his name, they jumped one on top of the other in excitement (4). They had 
trees and mountains in their raised hands. Even the God of death feared their ferocious- 
looking sharp nails, claws and teeth. Shouting ‘catch him, catch him—what is that demon 
in front of us’—they moved in all the directions (5). So much dust was raised that the 
Wind God got paralysed [was unable to move due to the weight of dust particles; i.e. the 
atmosphere was suffocating and dust got suspended in the air]; the sun, the moon and the 
fire were eclipsed, the chariots of Gods lost their way (in darkness); and since the Gods 
don't blink their eyes, they got chocked with dust so much so that Indra's (king of Gods) 
eyelids became heavy and all the Gods prayed to end it all (6). 

Many ponds and lakes were filled with kicked-up dust, and the hollow formed 
when mountains were uprooted and shifted or toppled over were filled with huge ocean- 
like water bodies. No one could here even himself due to the din and noise created by 
God's drums in the sky and the roaring of Hanuman on the ground (7). The brave Kurma 
(tortoise), Varaaha (the Boar) and Shesh Nath (the Serpent God) had somehow managed 
to hold the earth from toppling over with courage and great difficulty. Their bones 
creaked due to fatigue and weight of the army, so they had to repeatedly stretch in 
weariness to ease their tired bones and muscles (8). In this way, when the army of 
monkeys started on their mission, there was turbulence everywhere. It is not possible to 
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describe the crowd; the monkeys were jeering and cheering, and jam-packed elbow to 
elbow. There was a loud noise near the ocean-shore (9). 

At this moment, Vibhishan came to meet Lord Ram because he had recognised 
the fact that the demons had subjugated themselves to God of Death and Destruction 
(Kaal). Lord Ram, who is benevolent and merciful to refugees who have come to seek 
refuge at his holy feet, anointed him (as the king of Lanka) and accepted him (10). 

Then, they constructed a bridge across the ocean as if it was a mere play for them, 
crossed it, and landed on the other side, and set up camp near Mt. Subel. Tulsidas says 
that the scouts among the monkeys went ahead, surveyed the fort, and leaving the 
message of Lord Ram's arrival at Lanka, came back to the camp. (11).” 


{Vibhishan was the youngest brother of the demon king Ravana. When he advised 
Ravana to make peace with Lord Ram and return Sita to him, he was severely 
reprimanded and kicked by Ravana in open court. Vibhishan could not cope with this 
insult and humiliation, so he decided to quit Lanka and come to join Ram’s camp. As we 
have already read in the context of Hanuman’s entry into Lanka, Vibhishan was a great 
devotee of Lord Ram because he knew that the Lord was not an ordinary human prince 
but an incarnation of the Supreme Being who has come down on earth to get rid of the 
sinful demon race. Now, let’s read on. } 


Vibhishan’'s arrival in Ram's camp: Ram Charit Manas : 


apes fastest oft ax sit 11 [5/40/4] 
e- aa aA IR aE TES AR FIR | 
iat 2g WA g fT A SIS TR 11 [Doha no. 40.] 
Wad Gara Sat are | Get ails PH! Hey ata Bare 12 
Te hfe Hea TH WEN | SST TS Te ARS IAT 116 
AE- WY AHH WY ST Hera AAT 
À qr aa aa SÈ ae SPA GM 11 [5/41/2,6, Doha no. 41.] 
ara ae den faite saat | sasha FU Ga dae 11 
Tels BTS CaaS Tet | HMI AANA FS AA ATA 114 [5/42/14] 
uR fare aed aH frat | sas aofe fey Us oT 11 
aia At stad Sear | Stat ars Ry ae AAMT 112 
até Ufa aire fe Se | GAT Ga TAS FAME 113 [5/43/1-3] 
aa- saa A ate mag EN ae PAST | 
wa HU He Ht A SHT g AT || [Doha no. 44.] 


[Back in Lanka, Ravana summoned his council of ministers and debated the next course 
of action. ] 

Vibhishan, the brother of Ravana, tried to persuade Ravana to see the right path, 
return Sita to Lord Ram and desist from confrontation as it will only lead to ruin. He 
addressed Ravana with folded hands and said (4)—‘My dear brother, respect your 
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affection for me, I touch your feet and urge you to give Sita back to Ram; you will come 
to no harm this way. (This is my wise advise to you).’ [5/40/4,0]. 

Ravana was so enraged at this that he said, ‘Rascal! It appears your death has come near 
you (2).’ 

Scolding Vibhishan, Ravana kicked him in open court though Vibhishan had 
clasped his leg in humility and respect (6). Finally, Vibhishan decided to abandon his 
brother in Lanka because the assembly and advisors of the demon king were eclipsed by 
the shadow of death. ‘I am going to Lord Ram. Enough is enough. Don't blame me 
anymore.’ [5/41/2,6,0]. 

Saying this, Vibhishan started towards Lord Ram's camp, and with his departure, 
all the residents of Lanka became doomed [5/42/1]. 

Vibhishan was thrilled and his heart was filled with many thoughts and wishes 
[5/42/4]. Immersed deeply in thoughts (of the future of the demon race, of his own future, 
of how he would be received in Lord Ram’s camp, and of how fortunate he was that has 
got this golden chance to serve the Lord and fulfill his divine mission of eliminating the 
sinful demons), he came to this side of the ocean where Lord Ram had camped along 
with his army (1). 

Seeing Vibhishan come, the monkeys guessed that he was a special emissary 
from the enemy (2). So, keeping him under guard because they were apprehensive of his 
intentions, they came to report to Sugriv (3). [5/44/1-3] 

When the news reached Lord Ram, he said, “There is nothing to worry—whether 
he has come as a friend or as a spy. Go, bring him to me.’ Getting his permission and 
praising his glories, Hanuman and Angad, along with others, went to bring Vibhishan in 
the presence of Lord Ram [5/44]. 


{Insulted by his brother Ravana, Vibhishan decided to quit Lanka and join Lord Ram. } 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/26— 


wre Aa ua oR Hen a Ears eI 

waa ofa RAA ~ gp, 

‘mel WA aad ! Aa AR, Fst AS S11 111 
utes, Ag Warm, mga Aore, 

am au at Ry ggs È'I 
mwa maA oi, waar fers fA, 

Qy fed ay, we wA ANS BlI 2l 
ged fay wa, AP WA AV 

aA WH, cle wet Aae Ars è | 
ag- dre ag, geil oie ag 

del Wel WIS, bed ‘AA Ag’ S11 311 


























Verse no. 5/26—Vibhishan went straight to his mother, fell at her feet and told her the 
entire episode. His mother tried to comfort him, saying, “Son, what harm is done by his 
(Ravana's) kicking you? After all, he is your elder brother (1). 
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Firstly, he is your Lord (king, master of the kingdom and its sustainer). Secondly, 
he is an elder brother equivalent to a father. And thirdly, he is the best in the demon clan. 
His insulting you is no less than a favour for you. [First, this has motivated you to seek 
refuge in the holy feet of Lord Ram. And second, you must remember that he is a demon 
who pays little heed to civil manners and courteous behaviour.]’ 

Seeing that Vibhishan was full of despair, very remorseful and indignant at being 
publicly humiliated, she continued to try to placate his ruffled feelings, and said, ‘Son, 
getting angry and revengeful at this point time is very unwise and futile, while being 
reasonable and tolerant will be most advisable and would provide for the well-being of all 
of us (because a calamitous war is looming over the city) (2). 

Indeed, there is a slight better option of turning away from here (Ravana's camp) 
and taking shelter with Sri Ram, but if you act prudently enough, you can preserve the 
traditional wisdom and have full (ensure) welfare.’ 

[Clever use of words! She did not support treason; she could not send Vibhishan 
to Sri Ram knowing full well that it would be abetting revolt and speed-up the death of 
her elder son, Ravana. But, at the same time, there were three prominent factors at play in 
her mind to give a subtle, tacit approval of Vibhishan's decision to leave Ravana and join 
Sri Ram. First and foremost was that she realised that Vibhishan had his mind made up, 
would not listen, especially after being publicly rebuked and insulted. Secondly, in the 
case of a complete route of the demons and their annihilation in the war, at least one of 
her sons would survive to carry forward the demon clan. And thirdly, she realised that 
what Vibhishan had advised was indeed the truth; she must have been herself disgusted at 
Ravana's demeanours. But, here she saw an opportunity of cleaning the demon race of all 
evil mongers and unrighteous characters because as an elderly woman she must have 
recognised that ruin and disaster were near at hand.] 

Tulsidas saya that thereafter, Vibhishan bowed his head at the mother's feet, took 
her blessings, and left the place (for Sri Ram's camp). Seeing auspicious omens on the 
way, he thought—I have got what I desired (i.e. my decision is correct) (3). 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/27— 





‘ag Gl GW Hr, st Hor HB | 

yga- RA, a mE ARAL, 

autre A à Afè gI I 111 
Ws Te Ue, as TA Vors Aca, 

WTI wg Wa Wat Wal 
des AA m, RA fa sT, 

Waal Ut wile YR T BII 2 
OTe! A ga pAn- Rig ARa, 

R pa mA, aa ! es 


get get a, mÀ è mA 
ve fest mA a tai 
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Verse no. 5/27—Vibhishan thought to himself, ‘I should respect my elder brother 
(Ravana) but I have a big problem. (He has threatened my life, kicked me, publicly 
humiliated me and has held me to be a spy of his enemy; so staying any longer is full of 
dangers).’ So, he decided to first meet his brother Kuber (the God's treasurer), and then 
decide on meeting Sri Ram (1). 

So he went to Kuber and clasped his feet. Kuber rushed forward and embraced 
him. Hearing the entire episode, he stood on Mt. Sumeru and became thoughtful. There 
he met Lord Shiva, who gave him this advice, “Vibhishan! You go to seek refuge at the 
holy feet of Lord Sri Ram; you need not wait for an auspicious day or time for it (2). 

Oh dear! He, whose name is like sage Agastya for drying up the ocean of sorrows 
and pains, there is no need to imagine any obstacles in going to take refuge at his holy 
feet. Pay heed to this advice of mine; you do not need to make any preparation for it!’ 

Tulsidas says hearing this, Vibhishan's doubts were removed, and he happily 
started for meeting Sri Ram. On the way, he met many auspicious, good omens as if a 
pauper is thrilled at the prospect of looting a treasury of jewels (3).” 


Vibhishan arrives to meet Lord Ram, and is accepted by the kind-hearted Lord: 
Ram Charit Manas— 


TT TE BK A ara | PRE a ATT GATT 117 
Fes Waa TIS Set | IA Sey TH WE ART 118 [5/45/7-8] 
Ag- Fo Boy Bt sas Wy ora Ta A | 
aie ale mA gA mA Yaa A 11 [Doha 5/45.] 
HT BS HU FSA GT (GLA SS WY SCG FATT 11 
att Fe Of HY As aT | AST ferarer es Tea TATA 112 [5/46/1-2] 
Ua cha Fae WA aR | ad Ge afta fhe AR 11 
waned fe Hy TAT | APT gee Fey He ALT 118 
sa GAT TS SOT AT | A aR STATS oT Tet 119 
are ale UA frets AR ART | BAA Site AM AEs STINT 1110 [5/49/1, 8-10] 


Appearing before Lord Ram, Vibhishan introduced himself saying, ‘Lord! I am the 
brother of the 10-headed Ravana. I am born in the race of demons, a race which is the 
tormentor of Gods (7). My body has a preponderance of sins and ignorance, and I have an 
affinity for them even as an owl has affinity for darkness (8). Having heard your glories 
and praises of your famed name with my ears, I have come seeking refuge and salvation 
at your holy feet. Save me, save me, oh Lord. You are the reliever of distress and delight 
those who seek refuge in you.’ [5/45/7-8, Doha no. 5/45] 

Saying so, he prostrated himself reverentially before Lord Ram, who rose joyously, 
immediately lifting him and clasping him to his bosom with his long arms. Vibhishan's 
words of humiliy and distress pleased him much [5/46/1-2]. 

Lord Ram said, ‘Listen, the king of Lanka! You possess all virtues (of a true 
devotee). That is why you are extremely dear to me.’ [5/49/1]. 
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Then, Lord Ram asked for water of the ocean (because no other water was 
available). (8) He said to Vibhishan, ‘Friend, though you have no desire, but my meeting 
and contact never goes in vain (9).’ 

Saying this, Lord Ram anointed him as the king of Lanka then and there; the Gods 
showered flowers from the sky (10) [5/49/1,8-10]. 


agl- aa RA A Aa AR aR I 
sa A TAs Aes Ta dE (Ka) 
S i Aa maa Afa fat ca are | 
as a aa agfa Af ma 11 (Kha) [Doha 5/49-Ka and Kha] 


Thus, Lord Ram protected Vibhishan from getting burnt in the fire of Ravana's anger that 
was fanned by his (Vibhishan's) words (i.e. his advice to Ravana to return Sita and make 
peace with Ram). He bestowed Vibhishan the sovereignity of Lanka for eternity. The 
prosperity and wealth which Shiva had bestowed upon Ravana after the latter had offered 
(sacrificed) his head ten times, the same wealth was given by Lord Ram to Vibhishan 
even without his seeking it or making any efforts to get it [Doha 5/49 Ka and Kha]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 5/32— 


TTS Hat Hl TASH TTT, 
a-a aeg cic PRAT AT 
gate aes tte stooge Sh cet, 
qaq A ar T-A ey A 112 
ahia iS TA, TA, SATE seg NÀ 113 
AR sa aaa fg ore At 
HAR HERET ct Us fest ary A 114 [5/32] 


Verse no. 5/32—Lanka was called the city of Kuber (who was the God of wealth and 
treasurer for the Gods). Being made of gold, it is like Sumeru (a mythological golden 
Mountain); it is so wonderful that it symbolises the excellent creative prowess of Brahma 
in a personified form (1). There, Ravana, the 20-armed demon, became a king after 
offering his head as sacrifice to Lord Shiva (2). 

Tulsidas says that all the wealth of this world has been concentrated within its 
boundaries, as it were, and the rest of the world was filled with the residue (3). All this 
wealth was given to Vibhishan by Lord Ram as if it were charitable alms given by the 
forest-bound-mendicant Lord Ram after doing austerities for three days on the shore of 
the ocean! (4). 


[Note—'Lord Ram had camped on the ocean’s shore for three days, requesting 
the ocean to give him passage. There the Lord had also consecrated a Shiva 
Lingam, which is a symbol of Lord Shiva. It was called ‘Rameshwaram’— 
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literally meaning the Lord of Ram. The word has a dual meaning—for it also 
means ‘Shiva whose Lord (Ish) is known as Ram’. Anyway, the Lord had 
performed a religious sacrifice here before he would start on the campaign for 
conquering Lanka. When any religious event takes place, giving charity and 
making alms is a part of the ritual. So, Tulsidas uses this tradition as a metaphor 
to indicate that Lord Ram had voluntarily donated the entire kingdom of Lanka, 
which he is poised to conquer soon, to Vibhishan. 

From the point of military strategy, this was a very clever step of Lord Ram. 
By anointing Vibhishan on the throne of Lanka even before the campaign had got 
off the ground and the outcome of the war was still unknown, the Lord extended 
to Vibhishan a bait to ensure his loyalty. Now Vibhishan had all the reasons to 
support Ram, because if Ravana is killed then not only will Vibhishan be able to 
avenge his insult but also get the trophy in the form of kinghood of Lanka. This 
single act of Lord Ram also meant to convey to everyone around that they should 
not doubt victory as it is a foregone conclusion. It also subtly warned the monkeys 
that they should not eye the kingdom of Lanka after victory over it because it is 
given to Vibhhishan, and that the Lord himself had no intention of staying there 
once Sita was recovered. Lord Ram clearly indicated that he is not there to grab 
someone’s property and wealth like conquerors usually do.] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/3 1— 


amg fea fasitsach wet | 

gafy ! aahi Ag A-A À AT 111 1 | 

Raa aae- AA aga e PiN-pN cet | 

Ta Ga-ay fa ats, Sta 7 MA Wat A 11211 
fafta-aie wed Ta-fara te frag fread | 

qe ga ga vat, arg aftra-ong Abra AAT 113.11 [5/3 1] 


Verse no. 5/31—When Vibhishan reached the camp of Lord Ram, his minister or the 
assistant who had accompanied him, came to the Lord and said, ‘Oh Merciful! Ravana's 
younger brother has come to seek your refuge without any trick or deceit in his heart (1). 
He was almost drowned in the sea of distress when the story of Sugriv (as told to him by 
Hanuman) gave him hope and buoyancy. Now, having reached your feet, all his woes and 
troubles are over, and he has no wishes left. Will you please accept him? (2).’ 

Lord Sri Ram looked beauteous and welcoming, and the minister (of Vibhishan) felt 
relaxed in the Lord's presence. [The Lord’s demeanours and expressions showed that he 
was not annoyed, alarmed or suspicious, rather was friendly, welcoming, amiable and 
gracious. ] 

Tulsidas says that at that moment, the minister was so happy as if he got nectar while 
asking for butter-milk. [That is, the minister of Vibhishan had not expected such kind 
reception in an enemy’s camp, so he was pleasantly surprised when Lord Ram welcomed 
him.] (3) [5/31]. 
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Geetawali: Verse no. 5/36— 


Tf BAT TOT Free 

33 SH arda-A afta face fora 111 11 

aan fares fastest Sa, Sa wy STITT ANRE | 

Tet aif rad sea Sat Feat FST TTA 112.11 

are wate frag aR Aae fae ARA | 

Fst SA-PAT HHA STATS AÀ MRA 1131 1 

qa ! pa-p- gTa AfA ga wa gR | 

-Aa X aa aÀ, Aaa pa ga RÈ 11411 

À a m a aa gA- Ha ARG | 

qai A A fa aia R, Hea Hea Fas 11511 [5/36] 


Verse no. 5/36—Seeing Lord Sri Ram, Vibhishan bowed his head most reverentially, 
remembering his nature of giving refuge to the distressed and being merciful to the sinful. 
Lord Ram's heart overflowed with joy, and he rose to welcome him affectionately. At the 
moment, on the one hand Vibhishan had lost consciousness of his surroundings, so 
thrilled and overwhelmed with joy he was, and on the other hand Lord Ram, 
remembering his earlier meeting at Chitrakoot with brother Bharat, embraced Vibhishan 
with wide open arms, and clasped him most affectionately (2). Then, introducing him to 
all his companions, Lord Ram seated him near himself, and accepting him as one of his 
own men, reassured him and asked about his welfare (3). 

Vibhishan replied, ‘Oh Lord! Those who chant your name are highly regarded by 
Brahma (the creator) and provided by all welfare, happiness and peace by him, so what to 
talk of me! [That is, those who merely take your holy name are blessed by good fortune 
by the creator, but here I am sitting directly in front of you, hence these benefits are 
guaranteed to me in abundance. The creator would shower me with his blessings. I am 
indeed so fortunate that you have seated me beside you.] (4). 

Even eminent sages and gods find it difficult to have a vision of the Lord in their 
dreams despite all austerities and penances they do. That same Lord has embraced me! 
Say, how lucky I am indeed! I do not boast, nor am trying to please you (it is a fact, that 
is)! (5).’ [5/36] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 5/39— 


ae Fite fastest ast a | 

fa pag aa aeg, Te HA-A A 11 1 
Ja a-g, HR, A m AAT | 
fea & ak, ak Hee fats, ma att SA 11211 
HeN-Helh-HAG-HL TAL SM TS WT Tes TT 
ais ve ore feasted At a- q7 afer GaAs 1131 | 
ST-TIR, Sa AM, Ad-TesH, Wa Tt 
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ga nA gn- AT, BT ea Sas Sat 114 11 
ta-frarst tH TT feu, WT ARS TAR AR TT | 

w- FeMea-Glt, Thel- GaAs 115 1 

a Tet US A stars mÀ a-a ORR a 

WT Sas, Aa Gat HR, HAA Gs Test HAT 116 11 [5/39] 


Verse no. 5/39—Vibhishan had achieved everything in all respects. The merciful Lord 
Sri Ram made him fearless from the God of Death as well as from the torments of this 
world (1). He found friends such as Laxman and Hanuman, Guru such as Lord Shiva, and 
master such as Lord Ram. He had something different in his heart (fear of Ravana and 
worry for his own safety), but with Lord Ram's mercy an opposite prevailed (i.e. he 
became fearless and the happiest being) (2). Ravana, who as a demon had become the 
treasury of sins, most disgraceful in his race, and a storehouse of wickedness upon 
becoming the king of Lanka, the same post/designation (of being a demon king of Lanka) 
turned Vibhishan into the jewel of his race, and a slayer (eliminator) of all that was un- 
righteous and un-holy (3). 

The Gods showered flowers, beat trumpets and sang the glory of Lord Ram whose 
arms are like walls to protect the distressed, who is most magnanimous and kind, who is 
an eternal sustainer of the universe, and who makes righteous vows and keep them 
diligently (4). 

The helper of poor (Lord Ram) had made the pauper Vibhishan into a King (of 
Lanka). This crushed the false pride of the so-called millionaires and super-rich people 
(who boast of being charitable by giving only a miniscule portion of their fortunes as 
charity or alms while hiding the bulk of their wealth and treasures). Bowing before Lord 
Ram and submitting one’s self to the Lord is like a rich mine of all types of priceless 
jewels. [That is, if one surrenders one’s self before the Lord, all the goodness that exist in 
this world, all the auspicious virtues and qualities, all the good fortunes and luck, all sorts 
of peace and happiness—everything becomes easily accessible by him.] (5). 

Tulsidas says that if one goes to seek refuge at the feet of Lord Ram even now, all 
these benefits can be had by him. He says this with Lord Shiva as a witness, raising his 
hands and making a solemn oath that what he says is the truth and he is very definite of it 
(6). [5/39] 


{Now the problem was to cross the ocean with such a huge army. So it was decided that a 
bridge be built across it. } 


Construction of the Bridge across the ocean: Ram Charit Manas: 


ater fra a rat Sere Ste Tre chs fees A | 
Stet TH TAHT cat Ta fers Sts aM 1 [5/57] 
ASA qa WRA A I A ore fas Ho 1 1 
HS His ai aa gaT | Ag AA ASA $ HA MAT 115 
gas yy ARa PIT | Sct saf S iR SATT 1 16 
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FAX SUT AT TT AHA | ST Sig Tere Sa AT 117 
Hr AR A Als Ws AAT | fa BT SaaS AST AMT 118 [5/58/1,5-8] 
are fey HS Te TY AL | AS aT Ga Sta AL 11 1 [5/59/1] 
qal- Gad feria Taq Sift He HAC FAH | 
Sie fate sat HiT Hes at Ht Hes STE 11 [Doha 5/59.] 
arg abet Aer Bee st Te | ciftanrs FAR safes TTS 111 
fos ch Oe fee PIR ae | aRetes Sere waa Tree 12 
À gA & oR oy oye | aes ae SA EE 113 
ule fates ara waif terest | sifé ae Gord cite fs MESA 114 [5/60/1-4] 


Lord Ram tried to persuade the Ocean God to peacefully allow him and his army to cross 
over to the other side. Three days passed, but the Ocean God was haughty and adamant. 
So, finally, Lord Ram showed his anger by saying, “There can be no friendship without 
inspiring fear (in the heart of the enemy) [5/57]. Laxman, go bring my bow and arrow. I 
shall dry up this ocean with an arrow that has the fire on its tip. [It was a missile mounted 
by some kind of warhead that would create fire which would dry up the ocean. Probably 
it was a thermo-nuclear weapon like the nuclear warhead mounted on modern-day 
missiles. ] (1). 

Saying this, Lord Ram put his arrow on the bow, and Laxman approved of it (5). 
As soon as Ram fitted the terrible arrow to his bow, ready to strike, a blazing fire broke 
out in the ocean's centre (i.e. it started boiling) so much so that fishes, 
alligators/crocodiles, sea-serpents etc. became extremely distressed. When the Ocean 
God saw the creatures residing in the ocean being burnt and scalded by the heat generated 
(7), he took the form of a Brahmin, and shedding all his pride and ego, he approached 
Lord Ram with a gold plate filled with jewels and gems of the ocean (8). [5/58/1,5-8] 

Fearing for his life, the Ocean God fell at the feet of Lord Ram, clasped it and 
pleaded for forgiveness—‘Oh Lord! Please excuse all my sins and follies.’ [5/59/1]. 

Hearing his earnest plea, the merciful Lord smiled and said, ‘Dear, tell me the 
way in which the army of monkeys can crossover to the other side.’ [Doha 5/59]. 

The Ocean God replied, “Lord! There are two brothers in your army, and their names 
are Nal and Neel. A sage has blessed them with a boon that boulders, rocks, hills etc. 
shall float on the water of the ocean if they touch them. (1-2). Besides this, I shall also 
extend my help as much as I can (3). 

In this way, you can build a bridge across the salty ocean, and this deed of yours 
shall be sung in the three Lokas (heaven, earth and subterranean worlds) for all times to 
come (4).” [5/60/1-4]. 
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Chapter 8 


Lanka Kand 


{This chapter deals with the following main events in the life-story of Lord Ram— 
installation of Lord Shiva at Ramesh-swaram, crossing the ocean and encampment in 
Lanka, sending Angad as emissary as a last ditch attempt to avoid war, slayings of 
Meghnad and Kumbhakaran, the final battle and slaying of Ravana, installation of 
Vibhishan as king of Lanka, and return of Lord Ram and his companions to Ayodhya by 
the air-route. } 


Completion of the bridge: Ram Charit Manas 


amaid AA As E | aA AAR Ha PN GATS 115 

TA aaa YAR Ha aA 1 g A WAS Hes AÑ 116 

afer fore aA A aAA | Peper Gag fart Hes Ae 117 

TH AT GST R RE | HTH UH Ae HHT HE 118 

arag uhe fame TEM | se fey fits h FAT 119 

gA apie rey et HR Ter | TA TAS WaT HART 1110 [6/1/5-10] 
ate af sat PAR wren cies fe Sarg | 

anf fè qa Aaf café ¢ Fg TATE || [Doha 6/1.] 

da aaa aA aA d | gw a set let F ST 1 

afta ag sift Fax TIT | [6/2/1-2] 

ae Sg aft ges Tarar | cha Hofats Aa AAT 11 [6/4/11] 


On the advice given by the Ocean-God, it was finally decided to entrust the 2 brothers 
Nal and Neel with the job of constructing the bridge to enable the army to cross over to 
Lanka. 

So, Jamvant (the bear king) summoned them and told the whole story (5), and 
advised them to invoke Lord Ram in their heart and make an effort (to construct the 
bridge). He assured them that it won't be difficult for them (6). Then he called all the 
troops and instructed them, ‘All of you, listen to my prayer (request, submission, 
instructions) (7). Bearing Lord Sri Ram's (holy) feet in your heart, make a sport of the job 
at hand (do it playfully) (8). Oh you formidable monkeys and bears! Rush and uproot and 
bring here heaps of trees and mountains or big boulders that are as large as hills (9).’ 
Hearing the order, all the monkeys and bears made an uproarous cheer, “Glory to Lord 
Ram, and ran in all directions (10). [6/1/5-10]. 

They uprooted huge trees and mountains, brought them to Nal and Neel, who 
meticulously started to construct the bridge [Doha 6/1]. 
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The huge mountains were brought by them and received by Nal-Neel as if there were 
balls for playing (1). Slowly, a beautiful and strong bridge was built (2) [6/2/1-2]. Lord 
Ram was most pleased to see it [6/4/1]. 


{Though Tulsidas has not given us details of how exactly the bridge was built, we have 
other sources which definitively narrate its construction. One is the Adhyatma Ramayan 
of sage Veda Vyas, and the other is the Devi Puran which contains a section dealing with 
the story of Ramayan. 

Now, let us read both to see how the bridge got underway. } 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Uddha Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 86-87, and Canto 4, verse nos. 5-8 
describe its construction as follows— 


Uddha / Lanka Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 86-87: 


Td Tg Mises warad: | TOUTS Tt: GSR ICE | 
adsis: waama A Fe: | 
aay Ag maaa gAn AeA A I 


Nal (pronounced as ‘Nala’) was ordered by Sri Ram, Sugriv and Laxman to tie the bridge 
with the help of other monkeys (86). Then Nal most cheerfully built a bridge with the 
help of commanders and chieftains of the various monkey hordes who were as colossus 
as mountains themselves. This bridge was built using huge mountains and trees. The 
bridge was very strong and sturdy, and it extended for 100 Yojans (800 miles from the 
shore of India to Sri Lanka) (87). 


[Note—The logs of wood from trees were used because they would 
keep the slabs of stones afloat on the water, and the planks were tied 
together using creepers found on mountains and trees. The existence of 
this bridge has been established by satellite images taken by the Indian 
satellite IRS-1A which in 1962 had taken photographs of the remnants 
of a stone bridge. It appeared to streak from Dhanushkoti in India to 
Talai Manner in Sri Lanka. This was corroborated by U.S. astronauts 
aboard gemini XI satellite launched on 14/9/1966.] 


Canto 4, verse nos. 5-8: 


gA AE AA aN RAA aa a AA g ANA: 1 11 
qi aa aa AANA: ag an e ARARA gT S 1 
A AAA aT: a aR A TE AAT: IS I 
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It is heard that on the first day the bridge was tied for a distance of 14 Yojans, on the 
second day for 20 Yojans (5), on the third day 21 Yojans, on the fourth day 22 Yojans (6) 
and on the fifth day for the remaining 23 Yojans. Thus, the bridge was completely tied 
(and made walk-able) over the ocean by Nal who was the best amongst the monkeys in 
the field of his expertise (7). 


[Note—We see that the bridge was completed in a 5 days as follows— 
14+204+214+22+23 = 100 Yojans.] 


But according to the Devi Puran it was done in a single day, between sunrise and sunset. 
Its construction is described in Canto 40, verse nos. 5-7 as follows: 


Th TOR Ik eit | Td: GaSe ea ST ERT GI 
TTS Seat Ad AAG AS: | ses Geiaret F saver aa 16 1 


amsaat ad am aa: | aa ghee AAFF IN 


Lord Sri Ram created such a situation that the fierce and uncompromising ocean had to 
relent and submit itself to his wishes (i.e. he buckled against the might of Sri Ram and 
refrained from creating any hindrance in his endeavour to cross the ocean). The ocean 
rather became cooperative, and willingly accepted to be tied (bridged). Thereafter, on the 
instructions of Sugriv, huge mountains were uprooted and dumped into the ocean (5) by 
Nal, the son of Maye. Thus was created (constructed) the bridge. Oh the lion amongst 
sages (i.e. Narad)! The construction was started on the full moon day of the month of 
Shrawan (roughly late July-early August) (6), and that great and expert monkey 
completed it in (a record period of) two Prahars (i.e. approximately 6 hours; 1 Prahar = 3 
hours) between sunrise and sunset. Oh the most exalted amongst sages (Narad)! This feat 
was most impossible for anyone to accomplish, and even imagine about (7). 


Installation / Consecration of Sri Rameshwar: Ram Charit Manas 


WH oe es TT | fea afd org até ST 113 
RES Set GY AMAT | AR Sas A HEAT 114 

Ot atte oe Sa Tare | Afro Taet aie St STE 115 

fer eft faftrac aR ost | fa war firs Fife 4 EST 116 [6/2/3-6] 


Before embarking on his mission across the bridge, Lord Ram wished to worship Lord 
Shiva. So he addressed the gathering and said, “This is an excellent and most delightful 
spot; its glory is immeasurable and cannot be described in words (3). I have a great desire 
to install Lord Shiva here (4).’ 

Hearing this, the monkeys ran in all directions and brought hither all the available 
sages to the sacred site (5). Then, with all rituals fit for such an occasion and following 
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the prescribed method, Lord Ram installed Lord Shiva, who is very dear to him, there (6). 
[6/2/3-6] 


Crossing of the ocean and landing in Sri Lanka : Ram Charit Manas 


Teh Ga He Ae A TS | Weis Ache He TARTS | 12 

Faas fen aie TUE | Fata Hare fey TEATS 113 

TM HEH WY STG Te | Ht Ble GH HiT cer fargens 119 [6/4/2-3,9] 
aa Agia g hk safe aft aa da sere | 

an rni an afg afg me fÈ 11 [Doha 6/4.] 

aa AiE AAE A E I AA aA paa TE 11 

Aa aa SR AT l Ble a oS PA T T 112 

Riy m ag ST BST | [6/5/1-3] 

Sal gaa da WAT | Sa Ha Beet arf AT 11 (6/1 1/1] 


The huge army marched towards Lanka—it was a sight which was unparalleled and can't 
be described. All the troops were roaring and thundering tumultuously as they went along 
(2). Then, Lord Ram stepped on the bridge himself and surveyed the sorroundings, 
smilingly (3). 

Getting his green signal (command) the monkeys proceeded forth. It was a vast 
multitude of them (9) so much so that the bridge became overcrowded. So some of the 
monkeys left it and jumped across the ocean ahead of others, as if flying through the air. 
Then there were some monkeys who lost patient to follow others in a row on the face of 
the bridge, so they crossed over the ocean by jumping aside the bridge and rushing 
forward by mounting, leaping and jumping across the backs of sea-monsters who had 
surfaced to witness the spectacle. 

[These marine creatures had come to the surface to witness this spectular event. One 
more reason of their coming to the surface is that the bridge had caused a barrier to the 
flow of water and an obstacle in the path of marine creatures who were accustomed to 
moving unhindered in the ocean. So they surfaced to find out the reason. The bridge was 
chock-a-block with Lord Ram’s army, and the surface of the ocean was crowded by the 
marine creatures that got stuck in their movement on either side of the bridge. It was a 
scene reminiscient of a huge traffic jam witnessed in a crowded city when its streets are 
jam-packed with military and civilian vehicles when some great war is looming over the 
country.] [Chaupai lines 6/4/2-3,9, doha 4]. 

Lord Ram and Laxman smiled at this amusing spectacle (1). By and by, the army 
finally landed on the shores of Lanka (2). Then, Lord Ram pitched his camp there (3) 
[6/5/1-3] at a place on Mt. Subel [6/11/1]. 


[Note—For description of the crossing as described in Geetawali, refer verse 5/22 
of Chapter 7.] 
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Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/6— 


WS Wet 8 TANSA-T, SR TR, “TA TA’ Te | 

TT fat da-N Va Aea, me Sat Te TAR TS 111 
PR a at R ag, Pi A TE Hla ae 
AGT ay Ter afer $ A uaa- 1-A Me 112 [6/6] 


Verse no. 6/6—When the stone (boulders) floated like boats, the monkeys crossed over 
them and landed on the shores of Lanka and chanted the glories of Lord Ram 
thunderously—i.e. they declared that the Lord has arrived finally. Tulsidas says that they 
appear glorious with trees and mountains in their hands even as the ocean appears during 
the rising tide (1). Full of anger, they obey each command of Lord Ram. Playfully they 
have jumped on the fort of Lanka as if they will repair the bones (i.e. crush them) of 
Ravana by destroying the four-wings of his army in a fleeting moment (very quickly once 
the Lord gave them the go-ahead signal) (2). [6/6]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/7— 


Aga aaa Aaaa aA- AÀ 
HI FE TTR, Ie fot HOT | 
are arate, eat PATS SCAT 12 
Sle MER aR, AIFS AT 113 
Teel aa aA, T wat PX, 
Hl He eH Hitech ST 114 [6/7] 


Verse no. 6/7—Multitudes of large and ferocious monkeys and bears ran thither as if the 
God of Death (Kaal) himself ran angrily (1). Some lifted boulders, some held mountains, 
others uprooted trees, large and thick, and together they beat the ocean and heaped these 
things over it. [As is the habit of monkeys, they started creating havoc all around. Also, 
another reason was to collect the trees, boulders, rocks, small hills etc. and make them 
handy at the time of battle]. Seeing all this, the Gods were thrilled (2). 

The elephants trembled, (the bearers of earth) the Kurma (the legendary Tortoise) 
and Varaaha (Boar) wriggled, the mountains shook, and Lord Shesh Nath (the legendary 
Serpent) was crushed under the huge weight of the pile of trees and boulders that was 
collected and piled there (3). 

Tulsidas says on oath that the monkeys walked smartly and arrogantly. Who is 
there (he wonders) to stop this angry army of monkeys? (4) [6/7]. 


The Barvai Ramayan describes the huge army of Lord Ram in verse no. 42 as follows— 
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ARa arfest facrafe ufea sta | 
weer GRA HT He WA Wd | 14211 


42-The huge army of bears and monkeys in myriad formations and consisting of all types 
of members (i.e. consisting of different categories of bears and monkeys—young and old, 
novices and experts, sober and excited, some joining for the fun of it while others are 
professionals, some are serious while some are just making merry, some have joined 
under compulsion while others have joined voluntarily, some as mercenaries and others 
out of loyalty, devotion and duty) look marvelous along with ‘Anant’ (Laxman). Who 
can compare the army of the Lord (Sri Ram) even with an ocean? 

[The army was so huge and countless that it appeared as if it were an ocean of 
soldiers. But since Lord Ram was its head and it was called a ‘Ram's army’, even this 
comparison or allusion is not proper. After all, the ocean has its boundaries and limits—it 
ends where the land begins, but Sri Ram's glorious and magnificent army was as 
fathomless and measureless as the Lord's glory itself. 

The head of the army was ‘Anant’. This refers to the legendary Shesh-nath, the 
serpent on whose back Lord Vishnu reclines on the ocean of milk in the celestial world, 
and who supports the world from below upon its hood. This Shesh-nath had manifested 
himself as Laxman. ] 


{Lord Ram did not wish to shed blood unnecessarily if it could be avoided. He decided to 
give Ravana a chance to make peace by sending Angad, the crown prince of the 
monkeys, as his emissary to explore the possibility of avoiding a ruinous war. } 


Sending Angad as emissary to the court of Ravana: Ram Charit Manas 


Sel Wa TTT TS | TST Aa Ha Usa Sree 11 

HSS ST HT HRS SHS | MATT He Va He aE 12 

Fa Hes frst Aft STANT | Sct TRA ATT |14 

atm Fa Fa AA AT | She Wa he HAA 115 
aera SP Tear TI STAT | CHT SS AA AA SHUT 116 

Fed FS Pele Hi HES | WH AGL A HAs Bes 117 

ay San arg fea ate | Ry wa te Tat AS 118 [6/17/1-2,4-8] 
af Tea KR Ty | sie Tes Tate FAS AS 11 [6/18/1] 


The next morning, Lord Ram called his council of ministers and asked them what should 
be the next step (1), and what course of action should be adopted (this was deemed to be 
the first war council]). 

Jamvant, the eldest among Ram's ministers and reknown for his wisdom! (2) 
[6/17/1-2], said—‘Lord, I advice you according to my intelligence and wisdom. It is 
better to first try and give peace a chance by sending Angad as an ambassador to 
Ravana's court (4).’ 
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All agreed that it was a wise suggestion. So, Angad was summoned, and Lord 
Ram told him (5), ‘Oh Son of Bali! You are full of intelligence, valour and virtues. Go to 
Lanka as my ambassador (6). I know you are clever, hence I won't give you detailed 
instructions (7). My brief is that we should act in a way which is beneficial for him 
(Ravana); go and talk with the enemy on these lines (brief) (8).’ [6/17/4-8]. 

Bowing his head to all, Angad started on the mission [6/18/1]. 


[Note—'(a) Before departure for Lanka, Hanuman had also asked for his advice, 
and (b) he also advised Ram on construction of the bridge. ] 


qa AAR Ua Ysa | HAR Wale STAT 11 

Gad fafa ster cedar | sate sifer pet E AT 112 

STAG Ws St Te TE | Hftparts afer ct ST 113 

aire dha cara AN | ated ort Boor SF 114 

SS TUS HY HE SAT | Tas Se AT HIT FTA 118 [6/19/1-4, 8] 
Te | SAT AT TST A We Gara let Ag I 

TA ware GAR Fa Ss Tut fae ATS 11 [Doha 6/19.] 

Pe aha HaT Y GR | À ST TAH | 

TA SAER AR A AE | aa Ra PRA Bras M 112 

HT YH HS gag Te NT | aa arara SAR IY AT 116 

aaa eg gA ho ge l Ra HRA H Aa aÀ 117 

Ta TAHT HR set | Wie fae Ace Fae AA AFT 118 [6/20/1-2, 6-8] 
e- Waa waa safe ate are AHS 

aN FT Yaa BY BAT HUM aS 11 [Doha 6/20.] 


As soon as Angad reached the gates, he sent a demon to inform Ravana (1), who smiled 
and ordered that the monkey should be brought in his presence (2). Many messengers 
rushed and brought Angad to the court (3). Angad found Ravana to be a huge creature— 
as if he was a mountain of collyrium (Kajjal Giri) personified (4). The assembly rose 
(either as a mark of respect or fear or curiosity) when they saw the monkey (Hanuman). 
This enraged Ravana. 

[Obviously he took umbrage of it. He did not expect that his own courtiers would 
stand up to show respect to an enemy’s invading soldier or a messenger who sneaked in 
like a thief and caused havoc to his beautiful garden. How dare they do it? The courtiers 
stood up perhaps out of fear that if they do not show due respect to Hanuman that he 
would thrash them in the court itself, for they had already heard of his stounding strength, 
mighty prowess and valiant deeds. Another reason of their standing was that they were 
very curious to have a glance at this queer creature who was a sort of a novelty for them. ] 
(8) 

Invoking Lord Ram's might in his heart, Angad bowed his head and sat down 
fearlessly as a lion would amongst a herd of mad elephants [Doha 6/19.] 
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Ravana asked him who he was, and Angad replied that he was the messenger from 
Lord Ram (1), and that since his father (Bali) had been known to the former, he had come 
with the former's interest in mind (2). 

‘I am speaking for your own benefit, so heed me’, Angad said. ‘All your offences 
will be forgiven by Lord Ram (6). Put a straw between your teeth and an axe at your neck 
and accompanied by your wives and kin (7), with Sita in the lead, come with me to Lord 
Ram without any fear (8). Tell Lord Ram with humility and surrender, 'Oh Lord, save 
me.' The moment he hears your pitiful cry, the Lord shall surely rid you of all fears [Doha 
6/20].’ 


{Of course it was not expected of Ravana to make such an abject surrender. So a verbal 
duel and a heated exchange of angry words followed. Angad got very agitated. } 


He Sit ITA Gel A | YA AA aaa AA TANT 
aga À aadi aa I a Aa R aai 112 
FR-AR Se Hes HAM | fe IR SY aÈ YATT 113 
HA We TAS TSA TY He | TSS HSN Te TS A 114 
aR a pR ga iss aT | at TAS Shale aaINT 115 [6/30/1-5] 


Angad said, ‘Look, you fool. Don't wrangle any more. Listen to my advice and get done 
with your pride (1). You 10-headed creature; I have not come to you to plead or 
negotiate. Lord Ram had sent me with other considerations in mind (2). He had 
repeatedly said that a lion gets no credit by killing a jacKaal (3). Bearing my Lord's 
instructions in mind I have suffered your pungent speech till now (4) Otherwise, I would 
have battered and smashed your face and forcefully taken away the captive Sita with me 
(5).’ [6/30/1-5] 


fare het AR TS TS SASS AST STH | 

aR farn Raa AN gg agg aR eH 11 [Doha 6/31 Kha] 
we afé airs 7a È ar I aada AA vas after 111 

Hehe Hts at | gg ois aaia aR a 113 

Sted aft GAAS GS | Tet A A ET NÀ 114 

fired SR Sor TAHA | YAW ASH! sift Fat 115 [6/32/1, 3-5] 
TA AS Stett StS aT | ffs Ta Ta SPAT 118 
fiRefé carat ee aret | Paes GA GAR fe Are 119 [6/33/8-9] 
À qa aaa ARA A | ag AR a AE TA | 

aR Ra AN as ga ANT | carafe was Ae NÀ 112 

TAR hel SAM Ta AH | TAS HEA TS Sig AART | 13 
FOR He Gl TTT | Say ahs TTA BART 114 

SAPS TA WaT HH HT | TAT ATS TA HAV Tq ATT 118 
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Sit A oer eae Be ere | feats wy Star F art 119 

Ue Ye Fa He TAHT | Ve Als als TONS HLT 1110 [6/34/1-4,8-10] 
qe = ARa Qa WH Ge Sd ATS | 

wefé et 4 aft ata oft tafe fax ATS 11 [Doha 6/34 Ka.] 

aft act ea wae fet SR | Sat SAT HHT SH GTA 11 

Ted OT HS TAHA | FA Ta TS FAR SIT 112 

Tee 4 UA Ue Go Se | Gad fea Fa silt GHATS 113 

Tas cored ft Ga TS | Hee fers fast aha ates 114 

fered ads fox ae | ae als Geet aS 115 [6/35/1-5] 
qer- Ry ae ents aft afar aa Tar 

Teh OAR AAA Set We WA Fe Het || [Doha 6/35 Ka] 


This indeed was the last straw for Ravana, so he retorted, ‘Oh you fool of a monkey! The 
demons devour (gobble up) day and night many such men as he whose might you never 
relent from extolling. Realise it, you idiot, and stop being capricious, boastful and 
perverse [6/31/0B].’ 

When Ravana insulted and used such invectives and degrading words against Lord 
Ram, Angad became extremely angry (1) and retaliated, yelling furiously and beating his 
arms to the ground (3), as a result of which the earth shook and scared councillors 
slithered stealthly away from the site and ran helter-skelter, as if pursued by Ghosts (or 
hobgoblins of fear) (4); even Ravana almost toppled-over from his throne, but managed 
to recover, but his crown fell to the ground (5) [6/32/1,3-5]. 

Angad shouted back, ‘It is strange that when you utter the words that Lord Ram is an 
ordinary mortal, your tongue does not drop-off from your mouth, Oh you proud and 
haughty demon! But there is no doubt that it would be so in the battle field [6/33/8-9]. I 
am capable of smashing your head to smitherens, but I do not have that command from 
Lord Ram (1). Otherwise, I feel so enraged by your behaviour and utterances that I would 
have bashed all your 10 heads and dropped Lanka into the ocean (by uprooting it and 
dumping it) (2) Lanka is teeming like insects inside the fruit of the Udumbra tree (Gular 
tree) (3), and being a monkey, I would have relished to eat it but Lord Ram has not 
ordered me to do so (4).’ 

With extreme indignation, Angad firmly planted his legs on the ground in the centre 
of the assembly and said (8), ‘You fool and wicked wretch! I challenge you! If you can 
stir / move my legs than I lose and Sri Ram shall forgo Sita and return forthwith (9).’ 

Ravana, the 10 headed, exclaimed, ‘Ah! Listen all you (demon) warriors and 
champions! 'Seize the monkey by the leg and dash him to the ground (10).’ [6/34/1-4, 8- 
10] 

Numerous warriors who were equal to Ravana's son Meghnad in strength, rose from 
their seats and gleefully rushed against Angad with all their might; they tried all tricks 
they knew-singularly and collectively, but couln't move the leg a fraction of an inch; they 
sat down humbled, ashamed and heads drooping in humiliation [Doha 6/34 Ka]. 

When Ravana saw that all had lost in the face of the monkey's strength, he rose 
himself (1). When he caught hold of Angad's legs, the latter admonished him, saying, 
“You wretched fool! What will you gain by holding my feet (2); why don't you clasp 
Lord Ram's feet!" 
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Ravana felt the most humiliated in his lifetime, and he returned hesitantly to his seat, 
dejected and distraught (3) as if a merchant had lost all his wealth. He looked pale and 
gloomy like mid-day-moon (4-5) [6/35/1-5]. 

Having thus vanquished Ravana's might, ego and pride, Angad returned to Lord 
Ram, thrilled and eyes wet with emotions [Doha 6/35 Ka]. 


Geetawali: Raag Kanhara: Verse no. 6/2— 


qah Fel Hat aA | 

amé fea-aar, fetfa-an, sora forget Sorat Ta TAT | 
ecar-Afta, adehty site ae SA T | 

oral ga gia aha gR ya HA Hea St Ba 112 1 

sa g-a NA, Aa AAAA ER T | 

aR aeia a reds Ty, È AER gR RT 113 

wid aa fed as, HAA Ha, saat Us AA A TA | 

TRI -3AA A iT OARS FS TAT 114 

sree sare fet oH fet healt, Tey st es A ATA 
Gases Bs sas ste sth, Waco AAS Fe ATA 115 [6/2] 


Verse no. 6/2—Addressing Ravana, Angad said—‘Oh Ravana! You are born in a good 
race and clan (because Ravana was born in the Brahmin race in the clan of sage 
Pulastya). Besides this, you have received a boon from Lord Brahma by worshipping 
him, and you have also acquired great fame in this world by worshipping Lord Shiva, and 
also through the various victories achieved by the means of your arm's strength (1). 

I am the messenger of the one who has slayed the demon such as Khar, Dushan, 
Trishara and Kabandha etc., and enemies such as Bali etc. I have come to tell you his 
message (2). Either due to ignorance, or misled due to false pride of your fame and your 
crown (kinghood of Lanka), you have kidnapped Sita. Now you should heed my advice 
and return her to Lord Ram, and setting aside all deceit and mischief, chant the holy name 
of Sri Hari (Lord Ram) who is all merciful (3). By doing this you will benefit, your clan 
will have welfare and be alright, and your kingdom would become invincible and stable. 
Otherwise, oh you fool, you demons will burn yourselves in the fire of Lord Ram's valour 
and glory (4).’ 

Though Angad gave sane and wise council to Ravana, but he did not like it. Tulsidas 
says that he grew furious as if butter (ghee) had been added to a raging fire (5). [6/2] 


Geetawali: Raag Kanhara: Verse no. 6/3— 


J N ea pg a T | 

X pA gea de wy Han | A aA Sea S 1 
wre gupa Rya, Ya JAR i PR a 

Pot yore aft age vel el, pgp wil SAN So II 211 
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BR AR, ARR, AMT, Gt, fax Ga Hed AY AT AAT | 
ARR VRR aen agody, are) ore wai! aie Baars | 311 
el Hal, ax were fafa, oR ours at fey sear | 

oT ake yor dra ae PR, Val oF AÀ À 711 411 
gr amines oft—gor fae ga—arafé RR ART | 
gare cae Grease wt a oie Gert Sasa || 5 || 

















Verse no. 6/3—[Ravana replied—] ‘Oh wicked and stubborn monkey. You have not at 
all realised my influence and powers. Oh lowly and sinful animal! This is why you have 
come to admonish me as if I were your slave (or servant, subservient to you) (1). 

Don't you know? My brother is Kumbhakarn who is a renowned destroyer of 
enemies, and the son had captured and brought the king of Gods (Indra) himself bound in 
shackles. What much can I say about my matchless strength of arms which had lifted Mt. 
Kailash (the abode of Lord Shiva) like it were a ball (2). 

Gods, humans, demons, serpents [subterranean creatures] and Kinnars [a special 
type of demi-gods or celestial singers and dancers]—all of them follow my wishes. Oh 
you rascal! The human body is staple and delicious food for the demons. And you are 
trying to make me hear his (Sri Ram's) glories and fames (3). 

Even if he has taken the help of monkeys, made efforts and has crossed the ocean, 
so what? But who has been born in this world who could cross the ocean represented by 
(the valour and strength of) my 20 arms? (4).’ 

Hearing these arrogant, haughty and irreverent words of Ravana, Angad, who was 
the lion amongst monkeys, bowed his head to (i.e. marveled at) the delusiory powers of 
the Supreme Being. 

[Angad sighed and felt amused at the delusions that the Lord creates. The power 
of the Lord makes a creature hallucinate and have a false notion of his own grandeur and 
majesty as well as invincibility and strength inspite of clear evidence to the contrary. 
Ravana was supposed to be intelligent enough to realise the consequences of fighting a 
war of which the result was a foregone conclusion. He should have been alarmed 
especially after having experienced what havoc Hanuman had earlier caused to Lanka by 
burning it to ashes. He had also known how the other demons who had tried to act smart 
with Lord Ram earlier had met their death. But even in the face of such obvious signs of 
impending devastation, he remains deluded about his own strength and invincibility. 
Instead of being prudent and making peace with Ram, he adopted a stubborn and a 
confrontational attitude. ] 

Tulsidas says that Angad tried millions of ways (i.e. all possible methods were 
employed by him) to make Ravana see reason (and return Sita, make peace with Sri Ram 
and avoid a calamitous war), but under the influence of death (Kaal) as he was, Ravana 
did not pay any attention (5). [6/3] 


Geetawali: Raag Kanhara: Verse no. 6/4— 


a aa ! F ae seq ger | 
VA ma We | Tat Fleas, Sas are fas ara i 1 
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sire feed safe aie a-a aa A, PA aa ART | 

fry WAS GIS SCH UH OK, GATT YA TAT 112 11 

mag Aa pu- Ga, TA SR E RIE | 

aR Te Teh AR, Ta se ITÀ 11311 

A A aa ARA a, Her eet, SA ST TT | 

aa -aa afa- ARN A A TER 114 1 

afa ma Aia A Ga, A A A Ferg aT | 

qaam afe site aa R ma aA A-I- 115 11 [6/4] 


Verse no. 6/4—Angad said again, ‘You rascal, listen! I tried to make you see reason but 
out of delusion you have become so haughty and arrogant that you willfully wish to eat 
poison (1). Don't you remember the world famous warrior Bali, or have you forgotten 
him? Look, Lord Ram killed him by a single arrow, and showed affection towards Sugriv 
who had sought his (Lord Ram's) refuge (2). You would also follow suit—you have dug 
your own grave by making Lord Ram an enemy! Now, during the battle, when you'll be 
thrashed and pounded by monkeys and bears, then you'll repent (3). I am capable of 
knocking off your teeth; but I have not got this command from Lord Ram, and I am so 
sorry I couldn't do it (knock your teeth off)! Now soon you'll lie down in the battlefield 
on being perforated by Lord Ram's arrows (4). Your kingdom would be given to 
Vibhishan who has devoted his mind at Lord Ram's feet.’ 

Tulsidas says, after saying such harsh words of warning and reproach, Angad 
departed from there, roaring loudly (5). [6/4] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/9— 


‘rat | A l A AE aT AR |? eT 
Oe TE R ARI È JT | 
Ure g mea ge | 12 
ME PATI RR HIA FR, 
Fe pA AA MA TA TA 13 
eà ga aah A HR, 
aa SÀ gea, go ate aa 114 [6/9] 


Verse no. 6/9—When the citizens of Lanka saw Angad enter the city, they thought that 
the same monkey who had burnt the city earlier (i.e. Hanuman) has come again (1). Some 
rushed for their weapons; others ran helter-skelter shouting, ‘Oh! It’s very bad! What will 
happen now, who can tell? (2).’ 

The demons were very upset. When Angad roared, invoking the name of Lord 
Ram, the demons closed their ears as if thunderbolt had struck (3). Remembering the 
fearful deeds of Hanuman, they became scared and hid themselves even as a bird hides 
when an eagle swoops down on it (4) [6/9] 
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Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/10— 


gama mwa aga & afeag 
afè a saad, qa pead PN-N | 
apa sag at wet eta @Rasia, 
Ra prè aofa, wea at A ahs 
Ag aP l, Ge saat Ash 
gag ama! ma-ma sare pÀ 
sea cit aise A ot aN- 1011 [6/10] 


Verse no. 6/10—On the strength of the Lord of Tulsidas (Lord Ram), Angad, the son of 
Bali, does not pay any attention to Ravana’s stature or fame, but says sternly, “It appears 
that the wealth given to you by Lord Shiva as a boon is on the verge of ruin today—why 
are you angry, then? I talk of your welfare. 

Oh Ravana! Listen, when the monkeys accompanying our Lord Ram would 
mount on the palaces of the fort and strong pinnacles of the ramparts and angrily push 
them, these would crumble and collapse like a heap of rubble; and if they lay their hands 
on Lanka, it would be laid bare like a palm (i.e. ruined and made desolate).’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/1 1— 


‘euq, farig, wo, ARRI, wag ae 
aa fae aad, Agg È PAA | 
ve at RARS aa a Me aiee ai, 
ate @ faféa aq aea afer 
‘dar wed fed mad a Ag HP, 
AA war c, pg è q wafer 
aR-weR-Bast gora mA aR, 
asl par ach, Res! AA anA mA ra [6/11] 


Verse no. 6/1 1—‘Look, he (Lord Ram) has slayed the demons Dushan, Viradh, Khar, 
Trishira and Kabandh; he has punctured very large palm trees by a single arrow—all 
these are of recent occurrence. Even you are aware of the death of the great warrior 
Bali—even that matchless warrior was capitulated by his single arrow. I talk of your 
good, but you do not fear (i.e. pay attention to good advice); how does it affects me—you 
will reap the fruits of your misdemeanour and misdeeds. Even Parashuram, who is like a 
lion for the elephant-like kings and who has an invincible and strong axe, surrendered 
before him—oh you wicked wretch! What ground do you stand in front of him? Who 
counts you even as a ‘Pasang’ (a counter-weight used in measuring scales)?’ 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/12— 
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AA el TAR, Tas fete a STE a | 

ofa ach, ae, qq AA arda M A-I AAR 111 

Wa ga s AR A, aq À Aa a R ga NÌ | 

Tas Ua F a aF gae fare, stale, Pare ate 112 [6/12] 


Verse no. 6/12—In the Ravana's court, Angad said, ‘Oh you 10-headed monster! I tell 
you truly—don't resist Lord Ram even by mistake. Great warriors like Bali, Khar Dhusan 
etc. who ran on the wall, fell down (1). You would also have the same fate; otherwise, if 
you want peace and happiness, then take Sita with yourself and go meet Lord Ram. Oh! 
Crores of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva cannot protect you against Lord Ram's anger (2).’ 
[6/12] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/13— 
ad zworfrearateal Hel, Waters Bawa oa ef at 
acetate è tate seit saci, MS caret a ome aonad AA I 
aa aon, aa uh et, a set, ua-sneg-aor a oof af 
wat be cal sere «ct ca, afer ama at af 111311 [6/13] 


Verse no. 6/13—Angad continued, ‘You are a king of demons and I am a servant 
(subject; assistant; subordinate; in the service of) of Sugriv who is himself a humble 
servant of Lord Ram. Even a dog is valiant in his own lane (i.e. in his area). Don’t you 
feel ashamed at beating your own drum (i.e. bragging) in front of me? If I had not been 
afraid of breaking my Lord’s orders, (which was just to make you see reason and avoid 
the calamitous war), I would have crushed (i.e. broken and dismembered your body of) 
all your 10 heads and 20 arms. Regard me as the son of Bali only when I crush your army 
in the battle-field like a lion crushes an elephant.’ [6/13] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/14— 


BACT HM et srg KY SHR, ot TAA TT | 
menpe È jepen aedi Ae geh à A | 
aaa sd st a Sit, wa AR a Aa N 
aR A aag N, go Tae HS HF te TT 112 [6/14] 


Verse no. 6/14—‘For the sake of Lord Ram's work, I am capable of uprooting this Mt. 
Trikoot (on which was established the city of Lanka) and dumping it into the ocean. Not 
only Lanka, I can smash to smithereens the entire Universe with my two arms (1); if I had 
not feared the curse of breaking Lord Ram's orders (not to harm you), I would have 
squeezed your councilors and soak them in their blood. If I am the true son of Bali, I'll 
break the teeth of all your 10 heads in the battle.’ [6/14] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/15— 


273 


aA aa deat Jf us Bat, Wa cis Bafa, Are T 

TAs FATES SR Teh, eT PRA TT | 

Tet Ty Aes Te A, Tt Aa Ae GT faa TT | 

qa aa g ea E, ST À aaf è a-n 12 [6/15] 


Verse no. 6/15—Furious, Angad firmly and resolutely put down his feet in the center of 
the assembly. This created a furore in all the directions in Lanka, and all the demons 
became suspicious. Warriors like Meghnad got up with a start and challenge, tried their 
best to move Angad’s feet and push him, but returned to their seats after being unable to 
move the leg even a fraction of a measure. The entire demon army charged, but the leg 
did not budge from its position even a fraction (1). It became heavier than Mt. Sumeru as 
if it was grafted to the earth by Lord Brahma at the time of creation! Tulsidas says that all 
the warriors began to praise Angad as the only brave in this world (2). [6/15] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/16— 


TH os tas, freak wa aq 
am 42 afafe, 4 ag Saad a1! 
eee AK re BS FT THT SI 
Felsen afer aaa aAA AA, 
qe sata fig, te wa 23 
Hs ales tS seo Wal Hacc, 
Sa Gs BH, F Hat HeH 2114 [6/16] 


Verse no. 6/16—Remembering Lord Ram's strength, Angad had planted his legs on the 
ground. Warriors tried to lift it collectively, but could not move it an inch (1). Even earth 
lost courage, mountains subsided, and most courageous Sesh Nath could not bear its 
(leg's) burden (2). By the pressure exerted by the great warrior Angad, son of Bali, the 
earth shook, the ocean had tides, and Mt. Meru cracked (3). The legendary tortoise could 
bear the burden of his legs thanks to the wart on his back (formed at the time of churning 
of the ocean by Gods and Demons) which bore the brunt of its pressure; otherwise, even 
his heart sank (4). [6/16] 


[Note—The episode of Angad's ambassadorial assignment has been dealt with in 
some details to show that (1) Lord Ram tried his best to avoid war and solve the 
issue peacefully; (2) that, like Hanuman in Sundar Kand, Angad had tried his best 
to convince Ravana to shun confrontationist attitude, but he wouldn't listen; (3) 
that the deeds of the two chief monkeys in Lord Ram's camp had broken the 
morale of Lanka's army prior to the actual start of war and thereby aiding in its 
defeat and total rout; and (4) disguised as messenger, they could spy and 
reconnoiter the opposite camp's alertness, lay-out, strength, army-armour etc., and 
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sow a seed of dissension and anger in the citizens against their king, almost to the 
point of revolt.] 


Ram Charit Manas: 


TIAN AAS FART | Tae AetH SAGE AT 1 14 
ae fief efe aai A | ust et Ue Hey SHI 115 [6/42/4-5] 


The city burst into howls and wails of angry and distressed inhabitants who abused 
Ravana collectively. Eager women and children cried. They all accused Ravana of 
inviting death and destruction while being a soverign (i.e. a king should do things which 
give peace and prosperity to his subjects, but the actions of Ravana only invited death and 
destruction). [6/42/4-5] 


{Meanwhile, Mandodari, the chief queen of Ravana, made a last ditch attempt to 
dissuade her husband from entering a devastating war for no worthwhile reason. But she 
failed. Her entreties have been beautifully narrated in Kavitawali, verse nos. 6/17—6/29. 
It ought to be noted that Mandodari had tried twice to persuade Ravana to desist from 
war. First it was before the commencement of the war, and again in the middle of it. Here 
we shall quote from Kavitawali, while later on from Geetawali.} 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/17— 


wea ë HAEA RA atta | 
ASAI o1-A AIT SGI LotePerer 
urges og AB Ra aii 
aa «geet waza Peach, 
weet A aA amA Offa 
2 @a! aa da ofe ma Ma owfe, 
sag R afa A Ay AMan 


Verse no. 6/17—Mounting the top of the ‘Mountain of Gold’, Mandodari beheld the 
army of monkeys and became terribly afraid and upset. She said to her husband Ravana, 
‘Parashuram was very proud of his invincibility and strength, and he had even subdued 
Shahastrabahu (a demon with one thousand arms) in the battle-field just like a lion 
subdues an elephant. But even he (Parashuram) was himself subdued when he faced the 
Lord of Kaushal (Ram) of whom Tulsidas is a humble servant. 

Look, the same Lord as arrived on the battlefield with immense strength and 
powerful force. Look, he had conquered the brave and strong Bali playfully (i.e. without 
effort). Oh dear husband! I advise that you should even now put a straw between your 
teeth and take Sita and surrender her to Sri Ram, pleading ‘I have come to take refuge 
before you’.” [6/17] 
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Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/18— 


! adag Raag, BN aSo, 
A Raag gg aa dear 
Bea car wa uféa we-queife, 
US aama, A as a acai 
H ot wel, oa ! Ys Ag odaat 
Raga è aA wa ate citar 
sas saat ðS areas 


Verse no. 6/18—‘Oh you evil one! Have you still not recognised him who has punished 
Marich (by using a head-less arrow, he threw Marich beyond the ocean), killed demoness 
Tadka, gave pleasure to everyone by breaking the bow of Lord Shiva (at Janakpur) and 
then killed Khar-Dushan along with his 14 thousand strong army of demons? 

Oh Lord! Listen to my advice. What fruit (benefit) did Bali get by opposing the 
Lord (God)? All your 10 heads and 20 arms were deemed to have been destroyed the 
moment you had decided to oppose and creat enmity with the Lord of Shiva (Sri Ram).’ 
[6/18] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/19— 


afa afer, afe cterotet ma feet, 


go 
sng aoei goea AÈ 
wa far alfer aa gR aè 
sa apa ofr wha ws, sa! ya, 
aig agaa Afè eS 19 11 


Verse no. 6/19—“‘It happened just yesterday (i.e. recently) that he (Lord Ram) had slayed 
Bali and constructed a float (a floating bridge) of stones on the surface of the ocean. 

Oh Lord! Still you do not recognise that he is not an ordinary human but a divine 
Lord (Bhagwan; literally meaning Lord). With him are numerous death-like ferocious 
bears and monkeys, carrying huge trees and large mountains (as armaments), and who 
had symbolically pierced your 10 heads when his single arrow had toppled your crowns’. 

Be warned. The same Lord of Tulsidas, Lord Sri Ram, has arrived. Oh Lord, 
listen. Do not destroy this gift (the kinghood of Lanka) which you have received from 
Lord Shiva. Still your clan’s welfare can be safe-guraded by sending back Sita to Sri 
Ram.’ [6/19] 


[Note—'This falling of the crowns refer to an incident before the start of the war. 
Lord Ram observed that the gem-studded golden crown of Ravana glittered and 
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dazzled as he sat on a high pedestal in the fort of Lanka. So the Lord shot an 
arrow which toppled all the crowns and came back to enter his quiver. This had 
made Ravana convulse and squirm in frustration, anger, humiliation and dismay.] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/20— 


Bap oft A A aa, aide 
GEIGE Sq Alet ore | 
afeie aa fear, wet gyfer sited, 
a amg oat ma achi 
ae caeue fear carat aeii 
wea Aad, weafe waa! AT, 
afr ct ef AB ahi] 


Verse no. 6/20—‘Who can count the number of monkeys in his army? Consider them 
equivalent to millions of brave Hanumans. When Sri Ram would mount his arrow on the 
bow angrily, you would forget about the 10 directions, (over which you have lordship) 
and your 10 heads would tremble in fear. Even Bali had boasted like you—but he was 
killed by him (Ram), completely ruined and crushed in the crushing machine (literally, 
jaws) of death.’ 

Mandodari continues, ‘Oh Ravana! Listen to my advice. Go and give Sita back to 
Sri Ram soon.’ [6/20] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/21— 


Baa ot sry az a A | 
Rr gq vq AM was zai, 
wat Sù ada, ag TTT II 
ag dat waa dea aeeifect, 
aed bd, Ba Ad Fert 
ae far afer, afé ciel zat Vy aren 
amà MA Rea eT 12711 


Verse no. 6/21—‘A single monkey (Hanuman) who came as a messenger of your enemy 
(Lord Ram) had ruined your Ashok garden, burnt your whole city, killed your son and 
went away unscathed. And his second messenger (Angad) made an angry vow in your 
court, humiliated you all and crushed your combined pride.’ 

Tulsidas says that Mandodari fearfully but earnestly pleaded with Ravana, ‘Oh 
you foolish Lord! Listen to my council. Before the most valorous, valiant and brave Lord 
Ram becomes angry in the battle-field (i.e. before it is too late), you must go and meet 
him (to strike a compromise deal and avoid the calamitous war).’ [6/21] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/22— 
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aag sont, s AR, R gR at, 

aS me, A Rae ag PA | 
gÈ Rara ongeneaecitat ù 

api wer urs, Bl wars goea i 
wa ! yg Ag @a-3sig fv sia afa, 

erat ater der array ager dherepy | 
AA fag afer ciel arg a ae wa, 

Be are pret a acre aereferept 22 11 


Verse no. 6/22—‘You have already seen the strength, courage and valour of a single 
monkey (Hanuman)—he single handedly ruined your garden, killed Akshay Kumar and 
crushed his army and burnt the city. Even while you were present, the second monkey 
(Angad) had angrily and defiantly planted his foot firmly in the assembly of demons and 
no one could shake it—it was all the glorious effect of Sri Ram. Oh Lord! Listen to my 
advice—the destruction of the demon clan will be harmful to all (this shows that there 
were many inhabitants in Lanka, in the army, palace service, mistresses, concubines that 
were not demons by birth). Hence, you should now stop depending (relying) upon the 
strength of your 10-arms, and before Sri Ram mounts his bow angrily and resolutely, and 
his arrows pierce your 10 heads, you should soon go and meet him (to surrender and 
make peace).’ [6/22] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/23— 


dp wg ip- spl epN afè | 
aA amaa A e amg afar wii, 
IÀ s aR, aA as fè ii 
Ag gmg pA ma mamng arte, 
same ma! am ad RaRR we wifeor 
W Ra, a À Na! mga fè 12311 


Verse no. 6/23—‘You have already seen his messenger, the matchless warrior Pawansut 
(sun of wind-God; Hanuman) who had demolished the invincible fort such as Lanka by a 
mere push, as it were. [This refers to the burning of Lanka]. Son of the brave Bali 
(Angad) had returned safely after he had angrily cast his foot firmly on the ground (which 
you couldn’t shake) and thereby crush your haughtiness and ego. Now the same Sri Ram 
(whose messengers did what they did as described above) has tamed and crossed the 
ocean along with his monkeys and landed on the soil of Lanka. 

So, oh Lord, if you contemplate on running away now, you'll have to bite dust 
literally. Therefore, abandon pride before it's too late and prepare to meet him, and give 
Sita back. Otherwise, oh dear, you will be ruined.’ [6/23] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/24— 
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af us af, wa aes GB SP ois | 
wea a caret, fre! ser aA sE are, 
afa aaa og s-PeA ATSIN | 12411 


Verse no. 6/24—‘See! That son of Kesari (Hanuman) crossed the vast ocean in no time 
and punished you and went back scot-free. He had laid to waste your Ashok garden, 
killed Akshay Kumar and other guards, and had beaten to pulp many of your great 
warriors; and even today, Angad had angrily planted his foot on the ground in your 
presence and left you all hollow (i.e. left all your boastful claims of strength and valour 
sound hollow). 

Oh dear! You don’t have any shame! You still do not learn (or wake-up). Today 
Angad has thoroughly inspected all nooks and corners of the fort as if it was a prostitute's 
den, and you couldn’t stop him!’ [6/24] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/27— 


wal ag mga, Raag am-an, 

atas moma Aa! m A-A A dI 
faféa facege ma! gga, 

aaa were aA Sef ans of ws 
area, fate, wz, gNet, PaT, afer, 

ae wake a wt west wit! 

Rear ciel ars pA zest wt sos 2711 


Verse no. 6/27—‘Your maternal uncle (Marich) advised you; Vibhishan repeatedly asked 
you, and oh dear, even I had begged you again and again, falling at your feet, that you 
should not oppose God. Oh Lord! What was the fate of Parashuram at Janakpur is evident 
to all. [Hence you should not hesitate thinking that it would be inappropriate to surrender 
now after first creating enmity]. He (Parashuram) was clever enough to adapt himself to 
changed circumstances (and wise enough to surrender before Sri Ram). Jayant (the 
crow), Viradh, Khar, Dushan, Bali, Kabandh—none succeeded by opposing Lord Ram. 

Oh Lord! The results of your evil thoughts are there before your twenty eyes to 
see that the monkey (Hanuman) playfully burnt Lanka as if it was a destitute whore’s 
hut.’ [6/27] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/28— 
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wat ut amg P ag è Bg, Aaa poa a aifere cid 
sma aA pA, Ma! aR, afea cig a aes, adi! 
aa! g gga, AA mA oe afer maè AS I 
ars Raog ons Aee, ua sis N yA aen PiS |8 il 


Verse no. 6/28—‘It is always beneficial to make-up (i.e., to befriend) with Sri Ram. Do 
not unnecessarily make difficult what is so simple a task. Oh dear! I tell you what I think 
is proper. Understand and realise it properly that this is the opportunity to withdraw, and 
not a proper place and circumstance to fight (i.e., make war). Oh Lord! You have already 
heard the story of Brighunath (Parashuram). The strong Bali ruined himself due to his 
ego. Your brother Vibhishan has also joined him (Sri Ram). Oh Lord! I hear that he has 
crossed the ocean and pitched his camp near the sea-shore.’ [6/28] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/29— 


mfa pA- A poa paga EN È | 
apa dp Hel se gla aA-aA peN S11 
Aaaa an-A aA aag ast gest ÈI 
aa! aA agaa AA vaa- fev’ sadt È III 


Verse no. 6/29—‘Oh Lord! The son of Wind-God (Hanuman) can protect the army of 
monkeys and bears even against Yam and the terrible Kaal (God of death and hell, and 
Death itself), he is very mischievous (i.e., active, restless) in destroying the impregnable 
fort of Lanka. He is like a huge falcon for destroying the partridge-like army of demons. 

Oh Lord! It is wise to meet and make friendship with Sri Ram now, for the demon 
army’s morale has been broken and it’s shuddering in its heart.’ [6/29] 


{When all attempts to avoid the bloodshed failed, the war actually began. Now, let us 
read to see what happened in that war. } 


The Lord Sri Ram -- Ravana War: Ram Charit Manas 


fyb Gara Sa Ue | TH ahaa aa PH! See 11 
car ates aM ZaAT | Hf fate cafttst peg ferart 112 
aa aire frase factor | GPR eas fora Her TA 113 
ah fran foes Ha Seat | IR tt HAT eH TATA 114 
SAT SATA HLS | AT Genet Sift aa chs 115 

wy wa ale Ba Vee | YA PA iaaa HR ae 116 
aia wa ae fae arate | fe PIR fears AR Ue af 117 
mif at A PA | Star TSH AARET 118 
SAT RA gT AA AR 1 A aa KÀ A TT 119 
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Feels oh ae fafa ae | gaf fram aerate Ft 1110 [6/39/1-10] 
qa- safe wa wa afer wa ote aia 
tite eae His Arey Fel Te Ais 11 [Doha 6/39. ] 


The D-day arrived. [It was the day next to the day Angad went as an ambassador, and the 
3rd or 4th day from the day Lord Ram landed on the soil of Lanka with his army]. Lord 
Ram summoned all his councillors after hearing from Angad all the news about the 
enemy (1). 

The Lord said, “Lanka has four gates. So decide how we should launch the attack 
(2)? 

The senior most ministers, i.e. Sugriv, Jamvant and Vibhishan, discussed and 
decided upon a definite plan for the assault (3). They divided the army into four brigades, 
and each was put under an efficient and expert commander.The army was then paraded 
(4), the glory and might of Lord Ram was explained to them (as a morale booster) and 
ordered to advance. The monkeys roared forward like lions (5-6). They were thrilled, 
bowed their heads at the feet of Lord Ram, and with uprooted mountain-peaks (huge 
boulders) in their hands, charged forward (7). 

Shouting and thundering Lord Ram's glory, they assumed a threatening 
proposition (8) and even though they knew Lanka to be an empregnable fort, still inspired 
by the strength of Lord Ram, they moved on un-daunted (9) and surrounded the fort from 
all sides like dark clouds spreading over the horizon from all sides. Their shouts 
resembled beating of drums and kettle-drums/ trumpets (10) [6/ 39/1-10]. 

The monkeys and bears roared like numerous lions ready to pounce on the prey, 
as it were [Doha 6/39]. 


cat Tas Brose A | GAT TATA SA Ste | 

CEE TAGS HR fears | frefS Para Sa Tes 112 

SU BS He HHL | BATA He Pas AL 113 

AE PÈ ASST He Dre | Te IS sre fate Aer 114 

que Fae URE fas ore | at a are ae Ae GT 115 

SAT aai Ste SAAT | RIA fefer|a GAT Ya SAAT 116 

act SPR seg APA | ate a Nia ae GTA 117 

TPR AR WY HAST | Aer HUTA TAs PIRPST 118 

Ri seda Prone rere | erate We wT Ae ster 119 

ara a ga eR 4 gar | fafa are Ase St 1110 [6/40/1-10] 
QU- TTJA M AI R MNT eT A | 

ale antes aie me A A TeX 11 [Doha 6/40.] 


The lanuch of assault by Lord Ram's army brought on an uproar in Lanka. Ravana heard 
of the turmoil and said haughtily (1), “Look at the fool-hardiness of these monkeys.’ 

Saying this, he summoned the demon army (2), ‘Driven by fate, the monkeys are 
coming to die, oh my hungry warriors (3).’ 
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The idiot (Ravana) laughed haughtily, “God has given us meal even at our homes 
without the least effort (4). Oh you champions! Go in every direction, catch hold of these 
monkeys and fill your appetite (5).’ 

Lord Shiva tells his consort Uma (Parvati) that Ravana's false pride was as great as 
that of the sandpiper, which goes to sleep with its legs in the air and thinks that, should 
the sky fall on it while asleep, it would hold it aloft with its legs (6). The demons charged 
forward, armed with slings, javelins, iron, clubs, maces, axes, spikes, lancets, swords, 
rocks etc. in their raised hands (8). As foolish carnivorous birds swoop down on a heap of 
rubies on seeing them from the sky as they have no idea that they would break their beaks 
by dashing against them, so did the man-eating demons rushed forward, mad in their 
foolishness. (9-10) [6/40/1-10]. 

Armed thus, with weapens of all sorts, the vast cloud (multitudes) of defiant and 
valiant demons climbed up the battlements and ramparts of the fort of Lanka [Doha 
6/40]. 


pepe Ag e miè | GA Sila Hrefe sift ase 116 
za Was Sa UH aes | safe safe aa aA aS 117 [6/41/6-7] 


Gnashing their teeth and biting their lips, numerous warriors on both sides roared, jeered 
and bullied each other, invoking the name of their respective Lords (Ram or Ravana) (6). 
With shouts of Victory, the fighting actually (finally) commenced (7). [6/41/6-7] 


The Demon-Monkey War: Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/30— 


Vet Yat Wd, Areva ade aaga, 

oad ot Sia aa Ago AATE | 
ac agèn ag, aufs gà aa, 

am RST o Rear | | 
geet faciies aft—-anrag fepcrpa 

aapa Ra Gal conet ad gara | 
UASA PRI ge feel sqara, 

aA Aaa Biel aa aroa 1 130 1 1 


Verse no. 6/30—Then Ravana angrily summoned very famous and able warriors who 
were experts in the art of warfare. All the four arms of the demon army (infantry, armour, 
cavalry, elephants) started for the battle-front as the war-drums suddenly sounded the 
battle-cry, chillingly and loudly. The demon army of Ravana looked most magnificent 
and awe-inspiring at that moment. 

Tulsidas says that seeing them, the monkeys and bears laughed derisively and 
merrily as if beggars greedily look at platters full of delicious food. On a signal from 
Lord Ram, Hanuman became excited as if a hunter had opened the cage of the falcon 
(and given it freedom to hunt its prey). [6/30] 
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Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/3 1— 


TS & GAGA WSS Ta, 

Ferre are Ae Sa ee 

fore Ga-aret aR ARPT 112 
Tet wHfes-arhes AR AN Ts Hs, 

aaa ae fra Frat ve FH 13 
ded qe gigi gata an, 

TAR TAR ER AR Ta 114 


Verse no. 6/31—The courageous Ravana's great warriors advanced armed with shields 
and supported by war-elephants (1). Here, large monkeys, who were as huge as Mt. 
Sumeru and Mt. Mandar, uprooted mountains and Shal Trees from near the sea shore (2). 

Tulsidas says that then both the groups, full of anger, faced each other, and 
roaring loudly clashed with each other furiously. The commanders encouraged the 
warriors under their respective commands (3). The bodies, whose heads were cut 
(headless trunks) begin to totter and swoon but refused to fall, so excited was their blood; 
and Lord Ram's champion warriors began to hit hard at the enemy in the battle (4). [6/31] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/32— 


dhe Got Ser FoI als ae Ble Sa sat | 

ant Tar fare FAR, hae aT AE TA a R 

qoe afa $ re elt sat ae, Wess GT R RA | 
JA R e gà rea, Vif et eqars eter | 12 [6/32] 


Verse no. 6/32—Those who were very proud of their bravery and courage, whose bodies 
never relaxed (i.e. were ever eager to fight and engage themselves in robust activity)— 
such warriors mounted horses as swift as deer. Fully prepared to go into battle, the 
cavalry brigade charged (1). 

Tulsidas says even as a lion leaps at an elephant at the sight of it, so did Hanuman 
leapt forward and playfully began to knock the cavalry down, and they swooned, fell to 
the ground and wailed. This way the adamant Hanuman started slaying the demons by 
repeatedly challenging them. [6/32] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/33— 


R Aga ats yas, ga dt waa at ÈI 
aÀ gon aN, ast ase, aeft Rore aa arifer arr S11 
‘geri fers em gÈ mh, me AQ ape gA ÈI 
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a -ARa cieRAaT Raa ela cat aie alfa eel 2113311 


Verse no. 6/33—Famous and valiant warriors mounted decorated horses, were armed 
with sharp spears, and rode to the battle in close formation. They had big muscular arms 
and well-built bodies, and they appeared attractive, brave and victorious by all means. 
Tulsidas says that lakhs of artful and witty warriors, who shook the earth when they ran 
and the mountains swayed when pushed by them, were defeated and destroyed by 
Laxman in the battle-field as if a great donor eliminates poverty by immense charity. 


[6/33] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/34— 


nf sae sex areg aa, St At SAA ae TAT | 


qed? sa as was BH, ae Fe S TATA || 
fared frac St Gt aR, 7 et afa Fe TAT | 
TAR Feat Sad-soeT ae AR TCHS Tas 112 [6/34] 


Verse no. 6/34—The monkeys and bears charged forward, armed with mountains in their 
hands. The two armies looked like two huge banks of thick black clouds appearing on the 
horizon simultaneously. 

Tulsidas says that at the same time, the multitudes of demons who could instill 
fear in the hearts of Gods, also charged and yelled (1). Numerous famed warriors of 
Ravana, who had stood staunchly in the battle-field, clashed with each other because they 
were literally itching for a fight with anyone who came their way. They were stubborn 
and resolute, and refused to move or yield their ground. The warriors of Ram and Ravana 
crowded and swirled around each other as furious and no-holds-barred battle ensued (2). 


[6/34] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/35— 


GLA SATS FART, AT A FASTER | 

ga À We-Te-AATe et, GK GS HS TNH 111 

qe ak heg AÈ qe, GAT GT, WAS US | 
7-H at Yards faded, Heat AS we as 1 12[6/35] 


Verse no. 6/35—Ravana's warriors are using arrows, spikes and mountains for the attack, 
and on this side (Ram's side) they are being repulsed with uprooted Tal and Tamaal Trees 
(both having stout and long stems), and large boulders which are sharp and pointed (1). 

Tulsidas says all the warriors roared like a lion and clashed. The brave plunged in 
the sea of swords while the cowards stealthily slithered away. The monkeys are piercing 
the arrows of the demons with their teeth and claws, while the severed heads of the brave 
lie on the ground and insult each other (2). [6/35] 
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Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/36— 


Tan- Aè pA Ma TR | 

gè e A nA eh, mM, R A E R 11 

Joi sa sis Ta 2a, rda A M, A RR | 

Ae a mea A Aeda, À aag PAA aR TÈ 112 [6/36] 


Verse no. 6/36—Hanuman destroys the demon army like a lion amongst mad and wild 
elephants. [A single lion can create havoc in a group of wild elephants. Hanuman is 
compared to this lion.] He leaps and dashes numerous warriors to the ground and raises 
the cry of Lord Ram's name (1). 

Tulsidas says Ravana raises war cries from the opposite side, hearing which the 
monkeys become unconscious out of fear- who can have courage to withstand that 
ferocious challenge of Ravana? The champion-of-all Hanuman, seeing the monkeys 
unconscious and losing ground against the enemy, rushed and crashed in the enemy so 
furiously that even the God of death trembled out of fear (2). [6/36] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/37— 


€ wean Ae Rea, wee elma Ha a wv! 

a wate otek gs azole US Ho UPI! 

JA mA, SpA Hean $, aS act agaa aE | 

aR ð a, AA AA ond, US AAMA, A AAA 31113711 


Verse no. 6/37—Those huge, war-hardened and brave demon warriors whom even death 
could not eat (i.e. kill) out of fear of their ferocity (death was afraid to go near them), 
were caught by the son of Kesari (Hanuman) in his trap, who challenged them 
contemptibly, and then coiling them in his tail, he flung them skywards. The demons’ 
bodies shriveled (shrank) in fear and they kept on flying upwards (as if caught in a 
tornado and sucked upwards or moved upwards in a spiral of air), and they never returned 
to earth (it is said that the comets and other cosmic debris originated from this incident). 


[6/37] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/38— 


À aiy mR SAR He o gA AATE | 

Qay, Rora, ama, a os Tes OPA Sg AT 1! 

aR ast fees ach, sts TT PTA STE TART | 

Ot STA Sat Afocnt FA A ART A mA À 112 [6/38] 
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Verse no. 6/38—Ravana, who could uproot the abode of Lord Shiva, Mt. Kailash, with 
his 20 arms and play with it unhindered and without qualms; even the Gods, demons and 
guardians of all the directions of the Universe (Dikpals) were afraid of whose strength 
and courage (1); who was very brave and immensely courageous and whose fame is still 
being sung in the world, the same Ravana fell to the ground on being punched by the 
clenched fists of Hanuman as if a huge mountain crashes on being hit by thunderbolt (2). 
[6/38] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/39— 


goa got, verd ae, wis Her aos act SI 
ara uri, ARI A, A RANA ore set S11 
a Rea a waai eS sd eqara ea ÈI 
ag A ag aaa iga gaa maA e gA È 11l 


Verse no. 6/39—Those demon warriors, whose arms are more invincible than an 
impregnable fortress and are larger than mountains, those who are ace among countless 
warriors and whose valour and energy are very famous and matchless, and those who are 
considered as ‘lightening’ among the society of warriors—all those famous veterans, 
war-hardened, valorous, valiant and brave demon warriors were slayed by a stubborn 
Hanuman. Some of them who did not die, but were seriously wounded and roamed in the 
battle-field, were shown to Laxman by Lord Ram and identified by their individual 
names. [This shows that Lord Ram was well acquainted with the individual commanders, 
senior warriors and braves of the demon army.] [6/39] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/40— 


aa A ae AR, Aa Fa sR, 
TPT St ta fray THA Ht | 
cert wit seh gea 12 
FR-IK FAG-AUA He TH, 
Tee are ffs wes Bs TH 13 
ais GA cad, cafe yeaa Fe, 
wal Sat, oraa | oft Sq at 114 [6/40] 


Verse no. 6/40—Hanuman dashed elephants against elephants, killed horses by swinging 
other horses against them, crashed chariots against chariots and broke them into splinters 
(1). The demon army staggered and swooned when it was punched, bitten, kicked and 
thrashed by Hanuman (2). 

Lord Ram again and again (repeatedly) praised the astounding valour and the 
magnificent feats of Hanuman, and said, ‘Look, Laxman! Just have a look at the expertise 
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in war of dear Hanuman. How marvelous his tail looks, by which he entraps the demons 
and dashes them against the ground.’ 

Tulsidas also praises the affection of his Lord towards his devoted servants 
(Hanuman) (3-4). [6/40] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/41— 


wath cat Ua, ae A a Us, 
mA Waa, Uh TA See II 
Tak Ta A, WA Sa UH, 
dito sk, wa aif aR ara é 112 
‘qe? cad, Uy, Tag, fray, fate, 
amu, aerate, fear ferera 21 13 
FS-FS AAS AN ATA FS, 
maaa, Fas Fras ars È 114 [6/41] 


Verse no. 6/41—He (Hanuman) squeezed someone stealthily, drowned some in the 
ocean, buried others in the earth, flung some in the air (1), dashed someone by the hands, 
tore the legs from the trunk of still others, lacerated and tore-apart the flesh here and 
ground some one with his legs there (2). 

Tulsidas says that, watching him in action, Lord Ram, Ravana, Gods, Brahma, 
Vishnu, Shiva and Chandi began to praise him and his skills in their hearts (3). Hanuman 
killed the great commanders and the famed warriors of the demon army (4). [6/41] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/42— 


me agaa, samg AA AR Pı 
oret—det ved coe BR-BR Pı 
we, ‘Geet ! uRa wast at eR PI 
gez-se: UR, pepe Ss, 
eeR-eek es Nra A R Bi 211 


Verse no. 6/42—Then, those demons whose arm’s strength were very potent and violent 
and others who were very brave, strong and ferocious, rushed forward and surrounded 
Hanuman on all sides. But Hanuman, who was a fountain of immense valour and 
bravery, roared like a lion and dashed those demon warriors to the ground everywhere by 
swinging his stern tail repeatedly. He broke and crushed the bones of the demons by his 
kicks and blows. They ran away pleading and crying in plight, and invoking the name of 
Lord Ram, they beseeched Hanuman to spare them and protect them. Lying scattered 
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here and there, they moaned in agony and tried to raise themselves; Lord Shiva and 
mystics laughed heartily on seeing their condition. [6/42] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/43— 


aa ae SRat gad AERA BW, 

a gia sa Aad ci me-a | 
Ag agaa aama ae aga, 

wife cigera—-Aaer dent Aa ee- i l 
wud siepue, AAA INPA PA, 

Gaspra Ssg Vall Urs 3ie-ztl 
a aona gong A nA e, 

ae adea aiaa mesi 


Verse no. 6/43—He, hearing whose peerless bravery even brave warriors feel afraid (to 
face him) and Lanka appears like red hot ambers from the fire which he had ignited—the 
same brave and strong Hanuman moved about, as if trying to measure the strength of the 
demons’ army. At that moment, Ravana’s son ‘Akampan’ (literally meaning one who 
never shakes) began to tremble and shake (out of fear), the body of ‘Atikaya’ (literally 
one who has an extra large body) shriveled and shrunk, and even Kumbhakaran came and 
exclaimed in surprise, and felt dejected. Like a lion rushes towards a herd of elephants, 
Lord Ram’s brave and courageous son of Pawan (Hanuman) roared and rushed at them 
immediately on sighting them. [6/43] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/44— 


HA-HE-FBE, TAHs-aWlSa-aWsat— 
-Rea ë ag aaea 
TE eee) Gaia PHG, 
ag Agra, Afa Maa | l 
aaa #fS—dtesgctscta ARR HPA, 
Repa AA ae RR-ARR giad iI 
zaa- aa a aH- Sad, 


gaa 9 Ssqarst stp ae i144 


Verse no. 6/44—Hearing the terrible war-cry of Hanuman—who is like the strike of 
Bajra (thunderbolt) for crushing the pinnacle of the mountain representing the strength of 
Ravana, who is the most exalted among the furious and wild demon warriors—the 
Digpals (custodians of the directions) clasped the earth in their teeth and shrieked; the 
legendary tortoise and serpent wriggled, squirmed and shriveled out of fear; Lord Shiva 
became doubtful; the earth and Mt. Sumeru became uneasy and shook; all the seven seas 
heaved, bounced, buffeted and splashed; Brahma became agitated, worried and nervous 
and started peering in all the directions (to ascertain the fate of his creation); and the 
pregnant demonesses aborted in all the house-holds of Lanka. [6/44] 
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Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/45— 


wrest sis dle ada, fare, 
asp? afpa R gr gı 
aap àa delat ae HMA- 
faa Ra we aga adil 
aa-gqeeieae fase aed ë IGA, 
ae Rea aw AR aids 
ale age uUldiel HIS cad fea 
car sgag- ae Se 1145 11 


Verse no. 6/45—On whose war-cry do Brahma and Shiva become alarmed and stunned, 
while the sun has to spur the horses of his chariot once again (because they had stopped 
in their track out of fear)? 

Who is he whose blinding splendour and dazzling shine forced warriors like 
Bhimsen to close their eyes with their hands? [This refers to the Mahabharat war when 
Hanuman sat atop the war chariot of Arjun, and it is believed that it was Hanuman who 
led Arjun to his victory in the war. Bhimsen was a very strong warrior of the opposite 
camp. Here it means that Bhimsen was dazed when he saw Hanuman sitting on the 
chariot, and he lost all hopes of ever defeating Arjun who was protected by Hanuman. 
The splendour and shine are metaphors for Hanuman’s great fame and majestic glory as 
an invincible warrior that made his enemies wince and close their eyes out of his fear.] 

Wise people sing the valour and glory of Tulsidas’ Lord (Hanuman) and say that 
he has established his majestic fame and stupendous glory over his well-known enemies 
who were famed for their strength and valour. Can anyone say that there is anyone who 
can be compared to Hanuman in bravery and strength in the heaven, on the earth and in 
the subterranean worlds? [6/45] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/46— 


ogah- AARET 
ERa gnag S PRA gT iI 
Ree qepa dic,dea ote, uclp Afè, 
ferafé ome Wate, ag Bal eÀ i 


ait agma afer eq RE 1 M46 11 


Verse no. 6/46—Hanuman pounced on demons like a lion jumps upon a herd of wild 
elephants from the top of a mountain. All the warriors became hopeless and lost their 
courage and strength on being smitten by Hanuman’s slaps and were dashed to ground by 
their legs. Tulsidas says that the earth shivered (shook) when the warriors fell on it, and 
jackals snatched at and ran away dragging falling warriors like robbers loot bulging 
purses in a market place. Lord Ram's brave and courageous warrior Hanuman repeatedly 
challenged the army of demons and crushed/beat them to pulp with great agility and 
ferocity. [6/46] 
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Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/47— 


wag Reu- suis use aed! 

aag Mee aAa A, oona PNA | | 
Gade debe dele 3ihk-32-Riz qood | 

Aee peg Aga dre ae fee sec! 
ca ated uel ate, ‘orafa wa, ce!’ Sead 
goea yacaq SeA Ga wa Hlgw Hed 114711 


Verse no. 6/47—Somewhere he (Hanuman) uproots trees and mountains, and showers 
them on the enemies’ army; elsewhere, he crushes horses against horses and kills 
elephants by dragging them on the ground and then dashing them on it. The thud of his 
slaps and kicks on the chest and heads of the enemy resound and reverberate in the battle- 
field. That brave warrior (Hanuman) thunders like a cloud while slaying the formidable 
army of demons. He shouts ‘Jai Ram, Jai Ram!’ while dashing the demon warriors to the 
ground by wrapping his tail around their legs. In this way, the Lord of Tulsidas, son of 
wind God (Hanuman) performs wondrous and marvelous war-deeds in the battle-field. 
[6/47] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/48— 


ain-ain afer oft Ba gaa 
A Te CGA CGA SIGUA I 
mits, vont, sat qads ds, 
Gis-Gfs SR ¢ fear TPA 112 
Had HAT ch Hara da-N PA, 
aqaa aaa è a Tay 13 
aa Ta Se STH AAAS 114 [6/48] 


Verse no. 6/48—Multitudes of Ravana's warriors were wounded by Laxman's attack, and 
they appeared red like a blossoming Kapas flower (the flower is red, so the demons 
resembled it because of blood oozing and smearing their bodies, making it appear red) 
(1); some of the warriors were killed, dashed to the ground, their arms torn away from the 
trunk, punctured and lacerated and thrown away (2). Groups of Kabandhs' jumped and 
skipped about shouting "Bung-Bung" in the battle-field, as if showing the rapidity of 
Lord Ram's arrows (3). 

Tulsidas says that Shiva, Brahma, the eight Lokpals (8 guardians of the world) 
and other Gods rode their chariots and watched the proceeding of the battle field from the 
sky (4) [6/48]. 
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[Note—'The Kabandh is a special category of hobgoblin who has only trunk but 
no head or legs. Legend has it that Indra had punched the head and legs of a 
demon called Danu with his thunderbolt inside its trunk, as a result its body was 
reduced to only a trunk with a large mouth and protruding long arms.] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/49— 


ata ul cab wae det ofet—aet 
areag foes 3S seal gra ÈI 
sifeaaied ue B-P MF, 
ad wae wife uza S11 
gaca e-a a-a cet, 
e see, Q PR sa ğı 
pok-Bpe PS PR-DR ùe wa 
wipe aae Aeg wed S114911 


Verse no. 6/49—Streams of blood flowed from the lacerated flesh of the warriors every 
where in the battle-field as if red water oozes from the crevices in the mountains. A huge 
river of blood started flowing; the elephants formed the embankments of that river, and 
dead horses falling in the stream of blood resembled the trees on the banks of a river 
which are uprooted and tumble in it. The dead bodies of the warriors are like the different 
aquatic creatures of that river of blood. That scene greatly excites and thrills brave 
warriors, but cowards and impotent people become scared, turn pale and swivel in horror. 
Jackals howl and tear apart the entrails to eat, while crows, vultures etc. cheer in mirth 
like happy children enjoying themselves at play. [6/49] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/50— 


arentst ast aiel, arifaferast Sedt are, 

Asn pisa A P AR Pı 
ANA ggo gs-gs a amfi- 

dA- A A ama- AR P 
sa A ma-a oe ma ags- 

Va uP Asma gal AR-AR FI 
gat Amam- ma AU aNg, 

DR- éua S seer AR B1 15011 


Verse no. 6/50—With bags made of emptied or hollowed out stomach hung around their 
shoulders, intestines used as a sling to tie them, and hollowed (scooped) out skulls used 
as pots (to collect blood), numerous groups of Joginis (spirits who roam battle-fields and 
drink blood) appear to have taken a ritualistic bath in the river of war, and are currently 
sitting on the banks of the river-of-blood to rest a while like so many hermitresses. They 
are kneading fresh flesh with blood and eating it like ‘Sattu’ (baked gram flour which is 
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kneaded into dough with water and eaten as a meal with salt, spices, chillies etc.), while 
some spirits and ghosts dilute it with blood and drink it in a semi-fluid form. 

Tulsidas says that the Lord of ghosts, phantoms and spirits called ‘Bhutnath’, 
accompanied by ghosts and phantoms, is laughing merrily hand-in-hand with his 
companions. [Such a horrific and blood-curdling scene of the battle-field is indeed 
remarkable in portrayal.] [6/50] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/51— 


TA WR À aA R eS TE, SSTAR Het | 

wed ok a ot, afta ot a aon A eT 11 
ASE SeA R R I AÈ wer fe BET | 

Ot aaa fararert Ofer weit ax tawect 112 [6/51] 


Verse no. 6/51—The arrows shot from Lord Ram's bow do not stop anywhere; they 
penetrate the bones of Ravana and escape from the other side of his body. Still, the brave 
and courageous Ravana pays no heed to the pain (caused by this severe injury). Seeing 
blood sprouting from his body, the blood-drinking and thirsty Joginis gathered around 
him with overturned skulls as bowls to collect the blood (1). 

Tulsidas says that his Lord Sri Ram, smeared with drops of blood (of the enemy) 
looked marvelous in the battle-field. He resembled the huge mountain known as Markat 
on which beautiful deep red creeping insects have spread (2). [6/51] 


Ram Charit Manas : 


a vente fs Als aT | Rad tt ay aS FAT | 1 

Ge TAR Te ag fafa are | ale ater TA Ter TA 113 

Uh Us Ta fre Tate | Ups we fe f mÈ 114 

anfé aef exfé verte | dra ait dreare aa ante 115 

sa frente Yor santé | we ye stats vets Fe SKE 116 

ARR ve aR mR a | aR aR She TE AKL 117 

AR aciga Fs fares | chase faye art A HS 118 
SA- HS Haid GAA HY TA Sad Gilera Tae | 

ad AAR ech Fe acid Fa Fat Tet 111 

mR mefe SR aa aR ae A | 

Rai nhe g Sa Te mi A Ger Star 112 

aR ma Rte x aani Ter sara Aer | 

year s AAA ag aR En ha Gat 113 

as aE Pe TEE AA A TTA AR R À | 

SA UA SÀ gA À PAA M PANA À M TA AMT 114 [6/81/1,3-8 Cha 1-4] 
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Brahma and other Gods, sages and mystics boarded their aerial vehicles/chariots and 
watched the progress of the battle from the heavens (1). 

The champions on both sides were maddened by a passion to fight, but the monkeys 
led the field emboldened by the might of Lord Ram (3). With war cries and shouts of 
defiance, they clashed in single combat—warrior to warrior—each crushing his opponent 
and dashing him to the ground (4). They hit, hacked to pieces, clutched them and threw 
them to the ground; they tore their adversery's head from the trunk (body) and used the 
severed heads as missiles to pelt each other like stones (5). The belly was ripped / torn 
apart, arms were twisted and plucked from the body and seizing the opponent by the foot, 
he was dashed to the ground (6). The demon warriors were seized by the bears and 
burried alive in the ground, and covered with sand (7). The brave monkeys resembled the 
God of death himself and fought furiously with their enemies (8). [6/81/1,3-8]. 

With their body covered with blood, the monkeys looked like God of Death; 
crushing the demon warriors, they roared like thunder clouds (1). They slapped, scolded, 
bit ferociously and trampled their enemies; the monkeys and bears let out Shrill cry of 
war which sent chilling shivers in the opposite camps, and tried all possible strategy to 
exterminate the opponents (2). They tore open the cheeks and bellies of the demons and, 
extracting the entrails (intestines etc.) hung them around their necks as if Lord Narshing 
(half lion-half man incarnation of God to protect his devotee Prahalad from the torture of 
his father) had assumed numerous forms and performing the death-dance in the battle- 
field (3). The savage and chilling war cries (‘cut, bite, seize, knock-down, kill’) of both 
the sides filled both the heaven and earth. Tulsidas praises the glory of Lord Ram who is 
capable of converting a harmless blade of grass into a thunderbolt (4) [6/81/Cha 1-4]. 


Ue cha fare Stet | SAAT Be Sas AT 11 

Aa aA HAA RÀ MET | Meas ch ST A FEET 12 

Fe HU Ca Has | Te ae fefe aati caps 113 

TST TOT PIG HSN | Asif AAS TeeH INT 114 

PA ER AJA I BIW | AAS SRY SU YET 115 

Sos YR AE TAIT | TAT Ie A Ff STINT 116 

ae fee ude ele Were | aaa SA RÈ INT 117 

waa aft a aR ore | aa À ARER TATE 118 

arta aa AR Raadi | a SPH sre Te HTS A 119 

wale Gar a Pree art 1 aire aR arat Ta 1110 [6/87/1-10] 
Se PR İR Me GN sell WH aT 

aS Het Set WY ta aw at Felt Tara | 

Tea TH TE TOT AR Afaa aea ATÀ | 

RR Glens aR Be aa AT aA HAS HF 112 [Chanda 6/871-2] 
qe owe oq dh ae oo ag ge I 

are afta Sule ae YASS H AA THA 11 [Doha 6/87.] 


Meanwhile, seeing his army dying and the rank and file demoralised by the battering they 
received at the hands of the monkeys and bears, reinforcement battalions of the demons 
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arrived—they were so numerous that they seemed almost packed tight elbow to elbow 
(1). 

The moment the monkeys saw the arrival of new warriors, they advanced to meet 
them like huge banks of clouds that gather in the sky at the time of dooms day (universal 
destruction) (2) numerous swords and claymores (a long bladed, two-edged sword) 
flashed and gleamed in the sunlight, like lighting shinning in every direction (3). The 
shrill cries of the war elephants and horses, and the rattling of chariots resembled the 
terrible thundering of doomsday clouds (4). The monkeys's tails stretched and swayed in 
the sky like arrays of magnificent rainbows appearing against the dark clouds in the sky 
(5). The kicked-up dust rose in thick columns like torrent of rain in the air and arrows 
shot forth like endless shower of glistening rain-drops (6). The mountain thrown on each 
other crashed to the ground like repeated lightening strikes, making a reverberating thud 
(7). Lord Ram's arrow rained on the enemy group and wounded them (8); the demon 
warriors shrieked and cried as arrows pierced them, and they swooned, tottered and 
swung in circles here, there and everywhere before falling to the ground (9). With blood 
oozing from their bodies, the demons appeared like huge mountains from which rivers, 
streams, rivulets cascade down here and trickle down there, and the river of blood (thus 
flowing) instilled fear among the cowards (10) [6/87/1-10]. 

A most hideous and unholy river of blood flowed through the battle field; the two 
armies were its banks, the chariots were the intervening sand-dunes, and their wheels 
were the whirlpools, as it were; it was indeed a frightful scene (1). 

The dead infantry, war elephants, horses, donkeys and other mounts of the dead or 
fallen soldiers that floated on this river of blood looked like various aquatic animals; the 
arrows, lances, iron-clubs, spears, spikes swept along like so many water-serpents; the 
fallen bows which swept across the current of blood looked like waves, while the floating 
shields, with the convex side up, represented so many tortoises (2) [6/87/Chhand 1-2] 

Warriors lay dead on its banks like fallen trees, and the bone marrow squeezed out of 
crushed bones represented the scum of the water; cowards shuddered while the brave 
delighted at this sight [Doha 6/87]. 


TSR ye fara sare | oe Her afer PATA 111 

arm hep ct oT Sere | UH a i UH at aT 112 

Um welé tas dag | das TER ahs FTE 113 

Hed Te TA Te He | Te TS AAS StISTAT 114 

Gale Whe sia ae Ie | ay ae Gera Fart aT 115 

ag He Tele Ts GT TT | Tq TAR Were GR ave 116 

Sir aR aR Go sate | qa Aara a4 a Ha 117 

Fe HUA BCAA TSHTAS | TST AAT fates wah} 118 

Sigh A pege Hele | wile santé sree eef 119 

ARa te He faq Sieafé | draw ale sa sa sieafe 1110 [6/88,1-10] 
oe siecle Wt wa wa As ts was fer fag Tae | 

wuts aT sofa Goats We Fes Sarat 111 
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aren Frere frat Fale TH Tet afta AT | 
Gory sit YAS Grate Wa ae frnetes FT 112 [Chanda 6/88/1-2] 


Spirits, ghosts, hobgoblins, frightful genii (those ghosts who have large shabby mass of 
hair) and phantoms of all shapes and sizes took a plunge in this river (of blood). (1) 
Crows and kites seized, tore and flew away with arms / legs and snatched them from each 
other or ate themselves (2); while others admonished them, saying ‘why do you fight like 
beggars admist such plenty!’ (3). 

Wounded and mutilated warriors fell on the banks, groaned and wailed in agony, half 
submerged-half out of the water (blood) (4). The vultures stood on the banks with rapt 
attention, ready to strike and tear apart the entrails (intestines etc.) of dead and floating 
bodies like a fisherman watching the bait line with hopeful attention (5). Many dead 
warriors floated down with birds perched on them as if the latter were enjoying the sport 
of boating on the river (6). Yoginies (female blood drinking attendants of Durga, the 
Goddess of War) collected blood in hollowed out and upturned skulls using them as 
bowls, while female spirits danced in the air (7). Chamundas (female war attendents of 
Goddess Durga) sang joyous songs and beat skulls of dead warriors like so many pairs of 
cymbols (8). Herds of JacKaals ground their teeth, tore at the dead bodies, feasted upon 
them, snarled and yelled (9). Numerous head-less trunks trotted along the battle field, 
while the dismembered heads lying on the ground, shouted "Victory-Victory!" (10) 
[6/88/1-10]. 

With heads shouting victory, the trunks darting hither-thither, birds of prey entangled 
among themselves, vying for the skulls and flesh, the battle continued—with champion 
warriors overthrowing their opponents. 

Emboldened by Lord Ram's glory and might, the monkeys crushed the demon army 
progressively, while, struck by Lord Ram's arrows, the enemy lay in eternal sleep 
[Chanda 6/88/1-2]. 


[Note : Tulsidas has painted such a vivid, lucid and lively pen-picture of the 
terrible, horrifying, hideous, disghustable and frightfully gory scene of the battle 
field that one is awestruck with the horrors of war. Perhaps the poet wants to 
subtly warn us of the consequences of yielding to the base qualities of lust and 
greed, for had it not been for the lust of Ravana for another person's wife and 
Sita's greed to have the golden-skinned deer that forced Lord Ram to leave her 
alone in the forest, such a havoc, death and destruction on all sides would not 
have happened at all. Also, had Ravana listened to the sane council of his wife, 
ministers, brother, Ram's messengers etc. the war could have been avoided, but so 
blind did he become in his pride of invincibility that he failed to use his wisdom 
and discrimination to judge what is wrong or what is right. The poet also drives 
home the point that wars are best avoided-because they only destroy and cause 
agony and havoc all around. ] 


oaS WAS TS VAT | SH SX Safes STS ATT 111 
Beats Fst La PRT Tovar | eee alee Arafat St SAAT 112 
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ost Ya A Ra S | RA aF ATR TT 113 
Aaa go AAR aÅ | R SR HA HA TARTA 114 
areg aR SAH | a À ag g AAR 115 [6/89/1-5] 


When the Gods saw that the Lord was on foot, they were exceedingly ashamed and 
distressed at heart (1). So, Indra, the king of Gods, dispatched his own chariot forthwith 
which was brought at the service of Lord Ram by Matali, the charioteer (2). 

It was a glowing, splendorous, heavenly chariot on which Lord Ram rode to the 
battle front to face the enemy (3). It was driven by 4 charming, high spirited horses which 
flew as fast as thought (i.e.reached their destination immediately when ordered to do so) 
and were immune to death and decay (4). Seeing their Lord mounted on a heavenly 
chariot, the monkeys charged forward with renewed vigour. 


{Now we shall read how Kumbhakaran, the brother of Ravana, was killed. } 


Death of Kumbhkaran: Ram Charit Manas : 


Qe- YA ER TA Ta GIA ATT | 
ia gR aA aa AS Aled PeT 11 [Doha 6/62.] 
aa a ale d after ater | aa Af s Se PET 11 
Bae Te SAAT ART | AS TH SS PEA 112 
are ay of ais Glee | vate Hie aT ares ae 114 [6/63/1-2,4] 


When Ravana approached his brother Kumbhkaran to join battle, the latter lamented and 
said, ‘Oh you fool! How can you expect good and welfare by abducting Sita, who is the 
mother of all (Universe)? [Doha 6/22]. 

Oh brother! You have not acted wisely, what is the use of waking me up now 
from sleep; had you done it earlier, I would have prevented things from deteriorating and 
slipping out of control (1) Nevertheless, its still not too late; if you want your good, have 
devotion for Lord Ram (2). Why didn't you tell me earlier of your mischief and misdeeds 
(4) ?’ [6/63/1-4] 


HRS a SR fae UAT | St SST SAT | 
HAS SAS TI OT | Te St ahs Sa AF HT 112 [6/64/1-2] 


Then, finding that Ravana would not listen to him, because death had corrupted his 
discrimination faculty, thinking and wisdom, he prepared for battle. He feasted on 
buffaloes and wine, and roared like thunder and crash of lightening (1). Having got drunk 
and losing all inhibitions and full of passion for war, he left the fort alone (without the 
support of troops), so over-confident he was of his might, valour and courage (2). 
[6/64/1-2] 
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alte aie aft a a ae | aq StS PR yet AE 112 
alters the TR a ai o ARE AN Freva ale Tat 113 

We at seats Gt Aer | FAR wate are HT Stet 114 

Fa Fe rare eat | face ofafe aq we fate stat 115 

We gre Ha È aR | Gera aes Gale ale ee 116 
praer oft ore fred 1 aft erg writer ae 117 

adi m Aa Hea | Ry atti art fate sng 118 [6/67/2-8] 


ae aa gia Ria aga dure Sa | 
¥ tad we sa cate ae Ufa 11 [Doha 6/67] 


Maddened with the passions of war and furious with rage he (Kumbhkaran) seized 
numerous monkeys and pushed them down his mouth as if swarms of locusts were 
entering a mountain cave (so large was his mouth and so tiny the monkeys appeared in its 
comparision (2); seizing still others, he crashed them against his body or wringed and 
squeezed them between his palms and dropped them in the dust (3). The ones who had 
entered his stomach, swarmed out from the caveronous nose, mouth and ears of his body 
and escaped (4) Intoxicated with the frenzy of battle, he appeared to challenge the entire 
universe, ready to devour it (5). The monkey warriors, for once, ran away hither-thither 
and no amount of exhortations from their commanders made them return for battle, so 
scared they were of this demon. They could not see or hear anything (6). The demon 
army charged foward having learnt that Kumbhkaran had dispersed the monkeys' army 
(7). 

Lord Ram saw this reversal on the field with retreat and scattering of his forces and 
regrouping and advance of the enemy (8) [6/61/1-8]. 

He summoned his commanders and said, ‘Listen Sugriv, Vibhishan and Laxman. 
Take care of the army, while I test the strength of this wretch (I shall engage him in a 
duel).’ [Doha 6/67.] 


AE- SA a I A aE Me Are AAA | 
qA case rT Ag WTS FI ARPT 11 [Doha 6/68.] 
Hae Fa che frat | eft Ba Are Pare aT 11 
oT fe He Tera AT | fepat PTAA are TAT 112 
AA AR A IÅ | Eng E nhe Fe AT 113 
anad aha Ga ay aR | Rs are TT TA BR SR 114 [6/69/1-4] 


In a fleeting moment, Lord Ram's arrows cut down the demon army; the arrows returned 
to Ram's quiver [Doha 6/68]. 

[Note : In Modern day parlance, we can call it re-usable multibarrel missile or rocket 
launcher. ] 

When Kumbhkaran realised that his army had been wiped out in an instant (1), he 
roared furiously like a lion and flew into a violent rage (2). He tore up mountains and 
pelted them at Lord Ram and his army (3), but before these could do any harm, Lord 
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Ram shattered them into small harmless pieces with his arrows. [This is an example of 
the modern-day technology of intercepting missiles.] (4). [6/69/1-4] 


We Sa frst Ores arei 1 aA aA e aAA 116 

GA aqa Ga Sa | we GR a TÀ 117 

CPT BK TAT RA AT | HAC STAT Steihel MT 118 

dire we afé Ser Soret | Taper fers FST His HT 119 

ear TH are FAR et | Uy Sts oT arfe ATS Te 1110 

Sle YT Gs VET HAT | Tevet Ha AIR SHAT 111 | 

om facta gR AA | rea aed Ae Fea 1112 [6/70/6-12] 
fafa fax PRR Te RS | Taft Herre YP ARH 112 
miZ WT TS VATS Tar | ret art Asta Se SAAT 113 

TT WY HIT cist Te citer | et ra arg Pa eT 114 

Ut RR RS TAA BAT | ferenet Tas Fay HPT APT aT 115 

RPT TAS MK Ma HAST | TAY chile His FE GST 116 

uh ate fate ay X yer | eS ate Hie arg Parag 117 

WY TTY Faq SAAT | AL APT Gale ttre AAT 118 [6/71/2-8] 


In the final assault the most powerful Lord Ram advanced forward, keeping his army in 
the rear (6). He fired a volley of 100 arrows at a time, but they all disappeared in the 
demon's body (7). Struck with arrows, the demon lurched forward burning with rage; 
mountains and earth shook as he ran (8). He took a rock to hurl, but Lord Ram cut off 
that arm (9); he then rushed forward with a rock in his left hand which was also cut off 
(10); Devoid of his arms, he looked like a huge bird (or Mt. Mandara) without its wings 
(11). He looked furiously at Lord Ram, as if he will devour the entire creation (12). 
[6/70/6-12] 

Lord Ram filled the demon's mouth with his arrows, but still he did not fall to the 
ground (2). Instead, he rushed forward with arrows protruding from his mouth like a 
living quiver of Death it self, as it were (3). 

At last, Lord Ram shot an arrow which cut off his head from the trunk, which flew 
and fell in front of Ravana, who seeing it, felt crest fallen like a snake who has lost its 
Mani [a luminiscent sac on the hood of a snake which glows in darkness] (4-5). 

As the trunk sank tottering, swirling and still jumping on the ground, the earth 
creaked and subsided under its weight, so Lord Ram cut it into two pieces with an arrow 
(6) which fell to the ground like huge mountains dropping on the earth from the 
heavens, crushing beneath them monkeys bears and demons alike (7). 

His soul came out in the form of an effusion of a brilliant ball or shaft of heavenly 
light and entered the person of Lord Sri Ram, a spectacle that astonished even the 
assembled Gods, sages and others (8). [6/71/2-8]. 


{When Kumbhakaran died, Meghnad entered the arena and fought a fierce battle with 
Laxman. During the course of the battle he shot an invincible arrow which caused 
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Laxman to faint. Lord Ram lamented and asked Hanuman to fetch the herb from the 
northern mountains by administering which Laxman was finally revived. } 


Fainting of Laxman, Hanuman brings the herb, and Laxman’s revival— 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/52— 


are Agereat warts fare art are, 

samuel stuet Youre a clot atl 
Uae cette, citer ANA NA, 

as aie Rifa corfeerarer—dterast 1 1 
spl a Ale Se apr a geet 

Pè Ñ Raa wg a aaa at | 
ret ate ders, Aarts wzWane-Bre 

mèg a ag- aag AS a I 15211 


Verse no. 6/52—Many brave warriors, who were proud of their bravery, clashed with 
Meghnad, and they did not refrain from showing their valour, strength and prowess. 
Seeing Laxman injured, Lord Ram started weeping and wailing in distress, and the heart 
of him (Ram), who is the abode of the world, lost all hopes. The Lord of Tulsidas does 
not worry about the loss of his own brother, or Sita, but is terribly upset that he could not 
make any suitable arrangement for Vibhishan. He is more worried about Vibhishan 
because he is very sensitive to his responsibilities towards the latter (since he has taken 
the Lord’s refuge). There is no master or Lord compared to Lord Ram—I (Tulsidas) say 
it earnestly and bow before this unique character, natural disposition and quality of Sri 
Ram (to look after the welfare of his dependants). [6/52] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/53— 


amaa ay mag A Ry 

sneearsht «afr offer feet BI 
afer wer aan ae 

of ule Raog ag fe B11 
arr eet, zat ag uge 

UY an waa wr fea ÈI 
ate—danie Bare apuret 

wel waits a AS fen 28165311 


Verse no. 6/53—Inspite of hardships of living in a forest and having an enemy as 
formidable as Ravana, the beauty of the countenance of Sri Ram’s face has surpassed 
(won over) that of the Moon. He slayed most powerful Bali and protected Sugriv (from 
Bali’s torment), and made Vibhishan the king of Lanka. On the other hand, his wife was 
stolen (kidnapped) and brother has fallen in the battle-field—still Sri Ram is worried 
about him who has sought refuge at his feet (about Vibhishan). Indeed, where would one 
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find such a benevolent, magnanimous and merciful Lord as Sri Ram to give protection to 
those who have sought the protection of his arms? [6/53] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/54— 


d BË sunt HATZ a 3irei | 
Ale Wades Uzedacst GES] 
te oat, A at gf ain 


Verse no. 6/54—[When the physician named Sushen prescribed the herb called Sanjivani 
found in the Himalayan Mountains, Hanuman went north to fetch it from Dronachal 
Mountain, but unable to recognise the herb he uprooted the entire mountain]. 

Without wasting any time, he (Hanuman) immediately uprooted the huge 
mountain and started back towards Lanka. He left to shame even wind, Garud (the mount 
of Lord Vishnu) and mind in speed and swiftness. 

Tulsidas says that he tried in vain to find anything to compare with his speed and 
swiftness of movement as he darted across the sky, so he has abandoned the attempt (to 
describe it). Hanuman leapt so fast and darted like a streak of lightening across the sky 
that he left a trail behind him in it (i.e. he moved so fast that the mountain appeared to 
stretch from point-to-point across the sky). [6/54] 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/55— 


aden saat, ult omelet Prad 
ued, at afer ar, urn wa BA BI 
Bea Beart S vets ag oilers, 
Baas Fe ane as are afer Hii 
ad Bat, sag caret afer HI 
ga Steerer Red ga A, 
AaRig gada aA me AA P i1551 


Verse no. 6/55—Hearing that Hanuman had gone to fetch the life-restoring herb, Ravana 
sent a demon called Kalnemi to intervene and stop him. He assumed the form of a hermit 
and (in an attempt to cheat and trap Hanuman) got killed himself. Hanuman easily lifted a 
very large mountain, many miles long, killed and destroyed numerous demons and the 
greatest of warriors. 

‘Look, Hanuman has brought back the mountain and the news of welfare of 
Bharat.’ Saying this, the merciful Lord Ram was lavish in his praise of Hanuman’s 
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valour, fame, courage and swiftness as if the Lord was highly indebted and obliged to 
him. 

The Lord of Tulsidas, i.e. Lord Ram, blessed and obliged Hanuman in all possible 
ways. [6/55]” 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 6/5— 


WA-AVT BY A oS S| 

ae AR wolte—aaq wa Shr Raa ay IA 
med Uno facie ayy ma Wha yay FI 
Wap -wS WAI Wed ae HAY S11 211 
fra oRfa-erd ca! ga wail war ug Ë| 

4 ge fay ag wka cle aay sacle ay 811 311 
a ural art geicl se Aa uM ay sl 

are afr feiss A uy oe amg A ŽIA 
OA was aga, YR Ba Gas WW eI 

gett amg varga—fefer amy feR fed ag 811 511 























Verse no. 6/5—[When Laxman fainted at being shot by an arrow of Meghnad, Hanuman 
brought the wounded Laxman to where Lord Ram was.] Lord Ram lifted Laxman and 
clasped him to his bosom. His lotus-like eyes were filled with tears and his entire body 
was extremely weary with lamentation, contrition, sorrow and anguish (1). 

Seeing the face of his brother, he was overwhelmed with sorrows and anguish and 
said these woeful words soaked in deep regret and full of affection, “It appears that all the 
qualities (characteristics) of a _ servant, friend, devotee/worshipper and 
brotherhood/fraternity are about to set (i.e., eclipsed, vanished, removed for good) (2). 

Oh Dear! You have won over all the noble characters and virtues by your 
renowned glory and good, virtuous deeds. By keeping this body (i.e., by being alive) 
without you (by my side), I have only earned a bad name and a lot of infamy (3). 

Ah, alas! You are indeed so vigilant and resolute about upholding my vows that 
you had laid down your life for it. That is why, though the ‘Shakti’ [an arrow with 
specially tipped potent head which cannot go in vain] was aimed at Vibhishan, you had 
borne it like a shield.” [Meghnad had aimed his arrow to shoot down Vibhishan but 
Laxman interceded and accepted the arrow himself] (4). 

Hearing these mournful words of lamentation being spoken by Sri Ram, the bears, 
monkeys and Gods became withered (i.e. dejected, depressed, anguished, forlorn, gloomy 
and sad). Tulsidas says that just at this moment, the son of the Wind-God (Hanuman) 
appeared (with the life saving Sanjivani herb) as if he was the creator (Brahma) himself, 
and infused new life in him (Sri Ram). [Brahma is the creator; so by alluding to him 
Tulsidas says that a new lease of life was granted to Laxman by Hanuman by bringing the 
herb. So, Hanuman has been likened to the creator Brahma here.] (5). [6/5] 


Geetawali: Raag Sorath: Verse no. 6/6— 
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AÀ at A HES sig | 

aie Aa wel fae arg deat oea-e FSI 111 
P, Agg wra ya RER A AA Ferg | 

aT aT a gyae A af well 7 UM Gel! 211 
wed # a wt werd afer pf VS | 

WAR wie yFaryret afe aI 4 TEI! 31! 
ad—aed, fea-ee, Wear, yor afedt ‘arg | 

get F wa aif ama ga ofa agi 411 




















Verse no. 6/6—[Lord Ram's lamentation—] ‘Alas! I couldn't do anything! Today, 
Laxman who was matchless as a brother, upheld the rules and sanctity of brotherhood, 
and most unfortunately, he has gone now (died) (1). 

He, who had resolutely forsaken the city, father, mother and all types of comfort 
and happiness to share the troubles and tribulations of my forest exile—I could not 
abandon my sorrows and send my soul with him to the abode of Gods (i.e. died with him) 
(2). 

It appears that Vajra (the strong and hard weapon of Indra) has obtained its 
hardness (toughness, sternness) from my hardened (stiff, emotionless) heart; this is why 
perhaps it did not crack by recalling (remembering) the affection and love of Laxman that 
he had for me (3). 

Alas! I was the cause for my father's (Dasrath's) death, the wife (Sita) was 
abducted, the vulture king (Jatau) lost his life and now I had to lose this right arm 
(Laxman). Thus, I have tarnished my clan in all of my actions (in all possible ways) (4).’ 
[6/6] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 6/7— 


ART WI FOURA ATP] | 

faufa dcr y-a fay we ae ort 111 
UO gta! wee aor wea gen feera 

we ma mpe ef asa aVA-a HleaTII 211 
AR ort oe are, ef gh sree | 
we Gel AAA A A ara R BAIS 
geet gA yy- mg- A APA fA ER | 
amia sgia AA aa AR MA wari 411 




















Verse no. 6/7—[Lord Ram continues with his grieving—] ‘All my vigour has become 
tired now (i.e. I have lost courage, resolution and the spirit to do anything now). Without 
my brother who had shared my woes and troubles, and who was the strength of my arms, 
whom (or who else) should I rely upon now? (1). 
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Listen, Sugriv! The creator has indeed turned his face away from me (i.e., has 
become opposed and malicious towards me), this is why when the fear of war is 
imminent, Laxman-like brother has also forsaken me (2). 

The monkeys would go back to the mountains and forests, while I would follow 
my brother Laxman (die), but my only worry is what, then, will be the fate of Vibhishan? 
3B)? 

Tulisdas says that hearing such mournful lamentations full of contrition of the 
Lord, all the monkeys and bears became extremely anguished, agitated and weary. At this 
mournful, woeful moment, (the bear king) Jamvant summoned Hanuman and encouraged 
him (to come to rescue and save the day, as it were) (4). [6/7] 


Geetawali: Raag Maaru: Verse no. 6/8— 


ot ef aa spares Yrd | 

dt daafe far decal, onfi ger fee adh) 111 
bh ude ail arelaf sad-aos afe odd 

afe yr, OR ag ae qd we @¢ al! 211 
fagy-d¢ aaa ar oR, dl wag Ped | 
vert Aa Aa yod, wafe wy gerdt|| 311 
ger au, gam faerfe ag facia a mdi 

aot As mg g- ufé gee aa arti 411 




















Verse no. 6/8—[Hanuman consoled Lord Ram and encouraged him to have strength. He 
assured the Lord by saying—] ‘If I get your permission, I will wring the moon as if it 
were a piece of cloth and sqeeze the Amrit (nectar of life) out of it, bring it to you (in 
order to revive Laxman)—and then only I will bow my head before you! (1). 

Or, should I kill the legendary serpents in the nether world who are protecting the 
pitcher of Amrit and bring it to the surface. If that did not serve the purpose, should I 
crack the universe, throw the Sun out of it and bring Rahu, the enemy of the Sun, and seat 
him in the vacant place (caused by throwing the Sun out) and close the cavity (so that the 
Sun cannot rise over the world again, and Laxman can remain in suspended animation) 
(2). 

Not only this, I shall prove my loyalty to my Lord (Sri Ram) only when I will 
bring Ashwini Kumar, the physician of the Gods, forcefully. Or, shall I trounce ‘death’ 
like a humble rat and make the creatures fearless from it (i.e., then, when ‘death’ is 
smashed to a pulp, no one will have the fear of dying and, therefore, Laxman will never 
die) (3). 

Lord! It is because (or on the strength) of your grace and your might that I shall 
not delay in all of these works. Hence, oh Lord of Tulsidas, order me to do whatever you 
think fit, which would please you and will make me endeared to you (4).’ [6/8] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 6/9— 
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yA ssad—sea vy | 
wea, Arya) wa cae, val wa aR eR 11 
dea J, K oR de ae gual 
aA wena Bad st, viel vow WwW All 211 
fo day, fe fet ae, e aa gI 
vert ote, YAR rare geal wota cll 311 
area afa aft factedt atraa for of 
edt fea sme oe dé om, a OR oar A 
foal Sore GER papd, aT 7 os Taal 
vt ay Teresa woe ga | 511 
ait ver Ger wy, far dew soar 
peig dy deat, AR wal wea Fe—-ARI! 61! 
gRa Ae H—pea, call oy CaN carafe oe 

deel owe An A AGANIT 
ut ued sane ured yA yA wa yoI 
RA ga, fey aft wea fage gorg Pel! 81! 
gated gA m Aan wy aqg faq WAI 
at del We dei, ay eH esq! 91! 









































Verse no. 6/9—Hearing the words of Hanuman, Raghubir (Lord Ram) felt reassured and 
patiently said, ‘It is true, Oh son of the Wind-God! You can indeed do all these things (1). 
Now, there is the immediate need of a physician (a doctor, a Vaidya).’ 

Keeping the Lord's orders on his head (i.e. he carried out the orders immediately 
on priority basis), the strong monkey (Hanuman) brought a Vaidya who was asleep by 
scooping up the entire house in the fraction of a moment so small that one could not bat 
an eye-lid (2). 

The Vaidya named Sushen said politely, “If the Sanjivani herb can be brought 
during the night itself (before sunrise), then the prince can be revived.’ 

As soon as he heard this, the Lord of monkeys (Hanuman) got up, remembered 
(invoked) Sri Ram (in his heart and mind) and started off to bring the herb. [Hanuman did 
not felt it necessary to take Sri Ram's permission before the journey, so confident he was 
of it.] (3). 

On the way he slayed Kalnemi and soon saw Mt. Dronachal and recognised it by 
his sharp intellect. There he saw numerous herbs scattered here and there, but he could 
not specify (specifically recognise) the herb needed to revive Laxman (4). 

Then he lifted the entire mountain like it were a ball (playfully, without any 
effort). No one can describe his speed and swiftness of that time. It appeared that the 
discus-bearing Lord Vishnu is rushing (dashing) forward to save the elephant king Gajraj 
(from the jaws of death) (5). 

In this swift way, he brought the mountain and bowed before the Lord. And the 
Vaidya (Sushen) administered the proper herb (drug) to Laxman (so that he was instantly 
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revived). Thereafter, the ocean of mercy and compassion, Lord Ram, embraced his 
brother, and the entire burden caused by this unpleasant episode was removed (6). 

The community (army) of bears and monkeys were also so jubilant as if they have 
crossed the ocean of war (i.e., have acquired victory in the war. Thence, Hanuman placed 
the mountain at a proper place (7). 

At that time, the most wise Sri Ram, accompanied by the whole army, repeatedly 
praised his servant (follower, devotee Hanuman) while the Gods also showered flowers, 
became joyous in their hearts, played their trumpets/kettle-drums and praised him (8). 

Tulsidas says that when the demons heard this news (of Laxman's revival), they 
appeared to become lifeless (discouraged, despaired, hopeless and panicky). At the crack 
of dawn, when Hanuman roared, there was a tumult and panic in Lanka (9). [6/9] 


Geetawali: Raag Kedara: Verse no. 6/10— 





alge et aft ae fort ÈI 

age TH age He wea, ake a da faa ÈIN 
cea ured uf fafa, fay we ue gal fear sl 
wat ofe wa, vas wear fr, ge afe dor flat F411 211 
ois ara aR aip A faa, a-a fear 8] 

SE AY AV AAs YM, BET ser Gre fora S11 31 I 
aay sdf, aide Ua, wa 7 He far s | 
gaRrare fraxal spre, at baa ora feat F11 41 | 


























Verse no. 6/10—[Tulsidas now describes the incident that occurred while Hanuman was 
returning to Lanka with the mountain and the herb—] Hanuman playfully scooped up 
(lifted) the mountain and, bowing his head to Raghunath (Sri Ram) he started on the way 
back through the sky; no one had the speed and swiftness that Hanuman had at that time 
(1). 

Seeing him passing over (Ayodhya) and thinking that he was some demon, Bharat 
shot a headless arrow (i.e. only shaft) at his heart. Then he (Hanuman) cried aloud ‘Ram’ 
and fell down as if the city had sucked his strength. The Wind-God kept the huge 
mountain aloft (to protect Ayodhya from being crushed under its expanse and weight) 
(2). 

Then Bharat having heard Hanuman exclaim ‘Ram’ went near him, lifted him in 
his arms and gave him the boon (blessing) of life (i.e. removed the arrow stuck in his 
body, did first aid and revived him back to consciousness). Hearing that Laxman was 
wounded caused consternation to him a little bit, but seeing that Hanuman was alive was 
a greater source of joy. [Because, getting wounded is not a great source of worry for a 
brave warrior, it is part of the game, as it were. Getting proper medicine in time was far 
more important. This is the reason that finding Hanuman alive and active was a greater 
source of joy—for, now, the medicine would reach Laxman, who was lying wounded in 
Lanka, on time.] (3). 
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The Lord has ordered him (Bharat) to stay at Ayodhya while there is a looming 
danger of war on his (Lord's) head—this caused a huge consternation and dilemma for 
Bharat, but he could not tell or do anything. Tulsidas compares Bharat's dilemma and 
perplexity to the question that if the sky is torn, how do we sew it? (There is no plausible 
solution to it) (4). [6/10] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 6/1 1— 





md-ayAYet facife aft afa m ÈI 
WA-AVT VA Ui aa airy, Heil Hie WH, 
oat we Hye sar ell 11 

vt vote, ufeafad uqugy sal ÈI 

mal A wa vile aa ge A 

wea GW Bt wa aa V1) 211 

waar of wee a, df ag m È 
gn wa aà fay, af wedi, gA 

eR fea aa Fe sual 11 3ll 

dri va oe pa ae, yar cal | 
aft ad! af ara! wea wat, 

art AM Val AA AGRMT Wal S11 411 

Ue weft weit, Fea, fe, seal, saa Èl 
gaem ë vye yan Rig 

aR ot off m m 8? 11511 























Verse no. 6/11—Seeing Bharat and Shatrughan (who were look-alikes of Sri Ram and 
Laxman respectively) Hanuman was very confused and perplexed. He wondered—has 
Lord Ram and Laxman won victory in the war and returned to Ayodhya, or is this an 
illusion (am I hallucinating)? Or is this some sort of ploy, mischief or deception (created 
by the enemy)? (1). 

Then, having recognised them (and realising the truth), he was thrilled with 
affections and bowed his head (reverentially) at their lotus-feet. The way those two 
brothers (endearingly, affectionately, enthusiastically, emotionally and eagerly) embraced 
him (Hanuman) cannot be described in words (2). 

Then he (Hanuman) gave them (i.e. updated them with) the whole news (about 
Lord Ram, Laxman and Sita), and said urgently, ‘I am getting late’. 

Hearing all this, Bharat was overcome with grief and anguish, and said, 'You 
climb on (ride, mount) my arrow with the mountain; I shall send you immediately to 
where Lord Ram is.’ Hearing these words, a sense of pride emerged in the heart of 
Hanuman covertly (3). 

[Hanuman was proud because he vainly thought that he is so heavy, and added to 
this is the weight of the mountain—how can the arrow lift them both, he wondered. So, 
he mounted it, but when he saw that it was a fact—because Bharat raised his bow to 
shoot the arrow with Hanuman astride on it but looking like a mere fly on its shaft—his 
vanity disappeared and he got down from it.] 
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He began to sing the glories and good fame (virtues, valour, strength etc.) of 
Bharat for the latter's qualities and characters had won him over (or overwhelmed him). 
His mind was submerged in love, affection and endearment, and saying “Bharat is great; 
Hail him’, he was so benumbed with emotions (and astonishment) that he fell silent (4). 

Tulsidas (compares the fame and glory of Bharat with an ocean and) says, “This 
ocean was dug up (by the sons of king Sagar), was churned (by the Gods and demons), 
was leapt across and measured (by Hanuman), was bridged or tamed (by the monkey 
architects Nal and Neel) and was drunk (by sage Agastya). But no poet (bard) has ever 
been able to cross the ocean of Bharat's immense glories and grand auspicious virtues 
which are famous and known world-wide (i.e. they have not been able to describe them 
fully as they are immense and countless) (5). [6/11]” 


{After recovery of Laxman, the Lord’s army got a boost, and a fierce duel was faught 
between Meghnad and Laxman in which Meghnad died. } 


Death of Meghnad: Ram Charit Manas 


A Aga aren PPT AT) ST HE WATT SAT 14 

SAAT OCA HLT AL ART | TST I Ta AS RT 115 

AA neaga ste ae | Shr Fret Se eres Pre 116 

Oy oe BIS Go WAST | A Bla Ha Sea FT GST 117 

sfe aah arefa Serre | safe sift afe as J STST 118 

fire ae fey ARS TART | a aT ER N ART 119 

aad ea HE TI He | AOA wre fafa Here 1110 

SS sat Wel TA TAT | Te AAS Ger SATA 1 | 

fafa oy oR ANE TUS | HICH We Hae SV GME 1112 

afta stare fey Sed ST | WH Ha Ta Vas AA 1113 

fens FA are Fa aerar | Ue AR F aga Gera 1114 

JAR ana an | a erst les SR aT 1115 

SIS A MA R AMT | RA ARK HIS FI IMT 1116 [6/76/4-16] 
QE- UTA he Uy he A FR SSA NA | 

FF TF Ta TAA pe SHT SAA 11 [Doha 6/76.] 


Meghnad, in the final assault, rushed forward with trident in hand, and seeing the furious 
demon, the monkeys ran towards the spot where Laxman stood (4).With the wildest fury, 
the demon roared and yelled repeatedly (5). Hanuman and Angad charged at him, but 
with the vicious strike of the trident, he fell them (6). He then flung his vicious trident at 
Laxman, but the latter intercepted it with his arrows and split it into two (7). [This again 
is an example of interceptive missiles technology]. 

Meanwhile, Angad and Hanuman recovered and struck him furiously, but to no avail 
(8). When they lost hope of ever killing the demon and started retreating, the latter gave a 
shrill and chilling yell (9). When Laxman saw all this, he let out a volley of deadly 
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arrows (10) but the wretched demon vanished from sight, and assuming illusionary 
forms, he appeared and disappeared successively to deceive Laxman (11). The monkeys' 
army, who could not do the vanishing trick, were most distraught and bewildered at an 
enemy who was here now and vanished the next moment only to appear somewhere else 
(12). The beleagured and frustrated monkeys looked at Laxman to do something. Laxman 
made a firm and final resolve to exterminate this menace and dispose of the demon once 
and for all (13-14). 

So, invoking Lord Ram's glory in his mind, he aimed an arrow at the breast of the 
demon who abandoned all falsehood and deceit at the moment of death (15-16). [6/76/1- 
16] 

Meghnad gave up his life calling the names of Sri Laxman and Lord Ram. And since 
his last words were. “Where is Ram’ before his spirit left the mortal body, both Angad 
and Hanuman praised him and the mother whose son he was (because, even Bali had 
made this observation of eternal-truth). 


SH ST AP Stat HUST | Sit TH HLS Sta ATT | 
TY AY Tet Ga HA | et Bats GAA sift || [Kishkinddha 4/10/3-4] 


Sages do penance and austerity for numerous births, but at the moment of death, 
Ram doesn't come; His name is the strength on which Lord Shiva gives liberation to the 
soul to those who die in Kashi. Such is the glory of Lord's name (Ram) that 
nothwithstanding the deeds done in life by the dying person, if he remembers or chants 
the name even once while dying, his soul is sure to get liberation from the cycle of rebirth 
[Doha 6/76]. 


{As we have noted earlier, Mandodari once again tried her best to persuade Ravana to 
stop the ruinous war, but he scuttled all her efforts to make peace. } 


Mandodari's entreaty to Ravana to make peace: 


Geetawali: Raag Maru: Verse no. 6/1 


AW aise fas afte AY | 

fra qa sat sta R, he, SR R- 1 1 
AR ga-ga MR, ma ufa STÀ Tg | 
aide a Anta ate fire wae AS-I 1 12 
Fama TT Te ING Bled AAT Hate FTA, 
OTE SHS STA Sift ST, gA RR-A 113 
peah AAA- A fry TA THAT FEAT | 
weeaua-ffta-ade ofd frat get ae-ary 114 
wale I Tet AA StS, St Te-Sats TY 1 
aE, el ha pact set ale fost TH-sTATY 115 
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ces a ae A-A ga Y S-F- | 

aR Riy me mar p A ga AY 116 

PUY, WaT HASH, TI Mat A-A | 

aig fereca atx ANA, mA | wafer fare Sy 117 
Aft Gere È Tash AS He Hein VS Aè | 

SAR THR SAR et HE, F SSA ST SHS 118 

ae, fre aft pact arax faa aed orm HR fe | 
qaaa ag a-ya gA sas HAT HS 119 [6/1] 


Verse no. 6/1—Mandodari beseeched Ravana earnestly, “My dear! Iit is yet not too late. 
Listen to my advice and bid farewell to anger. Dear, you tell me yourself, who has 
benefitted by rebelling and going against Lord Ram? (1). He, who had killed Tadka and 
Subahu even in his pre-adolescence, protected sage Vishwamitra's fire-sacrifice 
manifesting his glory and fame, and showed the might of his arrow by throwing Marich 
800 miles away by a headless shaft (2). Then, he vanquished the pride of all the 
assembled knights, princes and kings by breaking the strong, study Lord Shiva's bow, 
and married Sita as a symbol of conquering the world, besides pacifying the haughty and 
angry Parasuram (3). He, who first punished Jayant (who had pricked Sita with his beak 
and injured her to test the might of the Lord) and then on his seeking refuge at his feet, 
forgave him; who, by slaying Viradh, Khar-Dusan, Trishara and Kabandh playfully and 
without much effort, brought about peace and happiness for the Gods and sages / hermits 
(4). Then, he killed Bali who was an ocean of strength. Say, my dear husband! Who can 
ever imagine his well-being by offending one such as Ram? (5). Even you, who prides 
himself to be the conqueror of the world, could not cross the line marked by Laxman at 
the time of abducting Sita; whose one single messenger leapt across the ocean and burnt 
the whole city of Lanka from end to end (6). He, whose praises are sung by Sheshnath 
and Sruti with the words 'merciful and like a fire for the forest of rascals, scoundrels and 
wretches’, Oh Lord! Think in your heart that he is the same famed warrior and champion 
king of Kaushal (Ayodhya) called Lord Ram (7). 

Why are you willingly, adamantly and foolishly proving yourself a sinful scar in the 
moon-like fame of the race of sage Pulsastya? I have searched the world for all options, 
but have come to the conclusion that your welfare lies in no other way than this (as 
suggested by me) (8). Hence, I finally plead before you to immediately proceed to meet 
Lord Ram, accompanied with Sita and putting me in the front guard of your entourage— 
this is the only way out for you and your welfare. The Lord shall make you fearless as 
soon as he hears the word 'I have come to seek refuge' from your mouth (9).’ [6/1] 


{When all the rest of the chief demons were killed, Ravana finally plunged head-on in the 
battle-field personally. At the climax of the war he was slayed by Lord Ram himself. 
Ravana thus obtained liberation and deliverance for his soul, finding emancipation and 
salvation. } 
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Death of Ravana: Ram Charit Manas 


Fel SHAS Tag ST | frst aT Ba Steet AMT 117 

We mi ser aa | fa fa ae Hale aA 118 

afé va afe ag Afa agaa I Ae È a a gA aT 119 

JA amaa AA HT | HAC SV FAS TT 1110 

we Te WA flea Sat | MU HeHers FE ANT 1111 [6/100/7-11] 
Ae- Afa ner ahe Wat Wad Hire fa | 

ainia ats fafa ag pa ma ARR 11 [Doha 6/100.] 
Se (1) FH He fe WHS | E Te Sig WAS II 

AA eo FAT | aL RL SY ATT 1 

SHAT TS PLATT | Wes SA AAS HUTT I 

aR ma AAA TA | arate Hels TE AT 112 

FS AS Stes AL | TS TR BP aS SAK A 

Fe as aaf GM | Ta HPA AT 113 

we sifé Hehe TPT | ae ee ale anf 1 

au frre aA Ae | OFT aT ae aT 114 

we 7é afoot BR Ste | as seh cae 11 

afer ute Gad | AL Het AR stata 115 [6/101/Chanda. i] 
Bes (2) 75 Cha VG fas SX Fad GI Ta Ta HT I 

wae Uae a aft Fars Ag Fret Se 111 [6/101/Chanda. ii] 
qe = he PRR ST AR ag MA A Ve iT 

aq AST Bt fs AP area Mf Hers 1! [Doha 6/101] 
qed agf He wears | fafa whe cy city sree 11 [6/102/1-Kha] 


On the final day of the battle, Ravana woke up from his fainting fit in his palace around 
midnight and scolded his charioteer to have brought him home from the battle-field 
because it was a most shameful act on his part because he was a brave warrior and the kin 
of the demon race(7-8). 

The charioteer held his feet and soothed his anger with lots of pleadings, explaining 
the compulsions and the prudence of his decision—for it would have been suicidial to 
stay in the battle ground in an unconscious state. 

As soon as the day dawned the next morning, Ravana mounted his chariot and 
charged towards the battle-field (9), which caused a tumultous stir in the monkey’s camp 
(10). Gnashing their teeth, the monkeys grasped trees and mountains from wherever they 
could find them, and rushed forward to engage the enemy [6/100/7-11]. 

Finding out-numbered by the ferocious and most powerful monkeys, Ravana decided 
to exhibit his magical and powers to create illusions by becoming invisible (the same 
trick tried earlier by Meghnad, but—with more effect, cunning and strategm) [Doha 
6/100]. 

As a result, terrible creatures appeared on the battle-field—hobgoblins, ghosts, 
ghouls, phantoms with bows and arrows in their hands (1). Yoginies (goddess Durga's 
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companions in battle) with a sword in one hand and upturned skulls from which they 
drank large draughts of blood in the other hand, danced and sang in merriment (2). 

They cried with a blood-curdling yell, ‘Catch and kill’, which echoed all around. 
Then they rushed to eat the monkeys who panicked and scattered out of fear in all 
directions (3), but wherever they went, they were confronted with razing fires. The 
monkeys were bewildered and in a quandary. Not knowing either what was happening or 
what to do, they were full of consternation and confusion. Then, to blind them, sand 
poured like rain, obstructing sight (4). Having thus stunned and confounded the monkeys, 
Ravana roared derisively, the sound of which caused Laxman and others to faint (5) 
[6/101/Chha. i /1-5]. 

Lord Ram, seeing the horrible spectacle and bewilderment of the Gods, was amused, 
and with a single arrow, he dispersed (cut through, eliminated, removed) the delusion 
created by Ravana [6/101/Chhand 11/1]. 

Lord Ram chopped off Ravana's head and limbs repeatedly, but still the demon could 
not be killed [6/101/Kha]. As soon as the head were severed a fresh crop appeared in 
their place even as each gain or profit increases the appetite for more [6/102/1]. 


qe- GR MA Fae ft ors HR Ua | 
TATTH WAG Tet AMS Hie GAA 11 [Doha 6/102] 
UH US APH GE ATT | STOR TT TT PAR HA TAT 111 
a RR og Tat ART | PR TS SA SS AS APT 112 
aT TAS OK Mes HAST | TH AL Slt HY Ha Fs GST 113 
TSS AT IR Ta I | et Ty wel Tart 114 
Sei fiA Nra aken | gia ey aA ferret yee 115 
RA Rs A de agi | aA g ahe TATE 116 
Fatah art qa Shar | af a aA Se SAAT 117 
pied wa fret HE ore | cha Ges Cavil TsTE 118 
TY TS GA TY SAT | eee ahs Sy AGU 119 
FF TF oft WH THATS | TA CESK Hae EST 1110 
aaf Gat ca OP Far | Ta Harr Ta HAP AeHaT 1111 [6/103/1-11] 


Drawing the bow string right upto his ears, Lord Ram let out a volley of 31 arrows 
simultaneously which flew like serpents of death [Doha 6/102]. 

One arrow sucked Ravana's life-sustaining element in his navel, ten severed his 
heads, and the remainning twenty tore-off his arms at one go (1). The arrows carried off 
all his arms and heads, while the trunk danced in the battle-field (2). As the trunk made 
its final plunge towards Lord Ram, the earth shook violently as if there was a quake, so 
the Lord split it into two with an arrow (3). [The same thing happened with 
Kumbhkaran's trunk earlier. ] 

Ravana's last words, like his brother Kumbhakaran, were—‘Where is Ram’ (4). 

The earth, mountains, oceans and the elephants guarding the four quarters shook and 
swayed as the monster fell (5). The two halves of the trunk fell on the ground, crushing 
bears and monkeys underneath (6). 
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The severed heads and arms fell before Ravana's wife Mandodari, and the arrows 
returned to the quiver of Lord Ram (7). [Compare the death of Ravana with that of 
Kumbhakaran’'s. | 

The Gods sounded the kettle-drums and trumpets in victory (8). 

The soul of Ravana left his body in an effulsive shaft of brilliant heavenly light and 
entered the person of the Lord through his mouth. [Similar was the supreme fate of 
Kumbhakaran.] Lord Shiva and God Brahma were thrilled and rejoiced at this particular 
sight! (9). 

The whole universe resounded with crise of 'Victory, Victory! Glory to Lord Ram, 
the mightiest of the Mighty’ (10). The Gods, sages and others showered flower on the 
Lord from the heavens (11). [6/103/1-11]. 


[Note—'It is very important to understand the significance of this single event of 
a brilliant light emerging from Ravana and entering the body of the Lord. 

Though the physical body of Ravana was that of a cruel demon, but his soul 
was an enlightened and realised one. He had not brought Sita to satisfy his lust but 
as a means of finding his final liberation and deliverance from the trap of the 
demon body in which his holy soul had found its self. He knew that with the body 
of a demon it is not possible for him to do righteous and noble deeds, and the 
result would be accumulation of more sins and punishments. Instead of going 
against the flow of the swift current it is always better to adopt the easier path of 
flowing along the current atop the tide and eyeing an opportunity to slowly swim 
towards the land and save oneself from drowning. Ravana had known all along 
that the Supreme Lord known as Vishnu has come to get rid of him, and seeing 
this as a golden opportunity to seek his salvation and emancipation he did not 
think twice in creating enmity with the Lord. This is why he did not listen to 
anyone who advised him to return Sita because that would have shot down his 
main goal. 

This is also the reason why he had kept Sita in a beautiful and comfortable 
garden instead of some lock-up or prison where he had kept others whom he 
captured. He had sent Trijata, the old demoness who was motherly in her 
demeanours, to protect Sita in the guise of guarding her. 

Just think—even after Lanka was burnt to ashes he did not put Sita to any 
more harressment or subjected her to harsher treatment or sent her to some dark 
and dingy room to live in solitary confinement where she would not have fresh air 
and sunlight. If he did have any malefide intentions then wouldn’t he have done 
it? He would have vented all his anger and vengeance upon her after being 
insulted by Hanuman and Angad, and rebuked by Vibhishan. A ferocious meat- 
eating demon who eats whole sages and saints alive as fodder, why would he 
leave Sita alone, especially when the outcome of the war was evident—that he 
would lose. 

There is another very interesting aspect of the whole thing though it is not 
specifically mentioned anywhere by Tulsidas. Vibhishan had left Lanka and his 
brother Ravana by taking side of Ravana’s enemy, Ram. This is high treason and 
punishable in the harshest of terms. Now, Vibhishan’s wife Salmaa lived in Lanka 
and she was never targeted by Ravana to suffer in the slightest. Couldn’t or 
wouldn’t he have done it with the wife of a traitor in the ordinary course? But 
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Ravana must have felt happy internally that at least his brother could be saved so 
as to carry forward the demon race which would have been completely wiped off 
the face of the earth after this epic war. He thanked Vibhishan in his heart, and 
ensured that his wife is not punished or is put to any discomfort. 

According to the eclectic spiritual philosophy of the Upanishads, the final 
resting place of the Atma, the soul of the individual living being, is when it 
merges with the cosmic and the Supreme Atma known as the Parmatma. This 
happens only when the individual is fully enlightened and self-realised. The Atma 
is an entity that is as splendorous and brilliant as the sun in the sky; it is the 
opposite of darkness. That is why when one realises the true nature of the Atma 
he is said to be ‘elightened’ or ‘lighted up’. In the present case the emergence of 
the light from the body of Ravana and its entering in the body of Lord Ram, a 
personified form of the Parmatma, is a visible depiction or practical 
demonstration of the philosophy of the Upanishads outlined above. ] 


The war ends: Ram Charit Manas: 


Uh TA ales SI Hel ast aly TESTE | 

GOA ST TA BHT St aE GAT TT | [6/103/Chhand/1] 
ae. praf wR afte wy ara Ree aR FE | 

Wel BA Ta KI TA FE IA Fhe 11 [Doha 6/103.] 

oar ed Cat Ga at | Tas fests aa Ge at 114 

sey car AIA ga PET I TA IA Stasis strery Ste 115 

afer de ae fates aaarat | seh faites wey ofe Stat 116 

ggf ny ai AT | ag ea RER Ge Grea 117 

Afe a ay aag aA | Afaa a aa RA i 118 [6/105/4-8] 
qa- AAR arf wa 3g Raia ae | 

Fas TE A TA TA Aa A R 11 [Doha 6/105.] 


The Gods were full of joy, and they showered flowers and beat their kettle-drums, while 
Lord Ram looked magnificent in the battle-field [6/103/Chhand/1]. 

The merciful Lord dispelled the fear of Gods by his gracious glance, while the army 
of monkeys and bears cheered in joy, ‘Glory to Lord Ram, the abode of Bliss.’ [Doha 
6/103]. 

Seeing all the women of the household grieving and lamenting, Vibhishan 
approached them with a heavy and sorrowful heart, and mourned the death of his brother 
(4). Then, Lord Ram ordered his younger brother Laxman to console Vibhishan (5), who 
returned to the camp of Lord Ram (6). The compassionate Lord looked upon him most 
lovingly, and said—‘Foresake all sorrows and grievings now, and perform the last rites 
(funeral) of the dead (7).’ 

Following the instructions, Vibhishan performed the funeral according to religious 
and scriptural sanctions, and which were appropriate with respect to the occasion, time 
and place (8) [6/105/5-8]. 
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Mandodari and others also offered oblation for the peace of the departed souls and 
returned to their palaces, all the while recounting the excellence and glory of Lord Ram 
[Doha 6/105]. 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/56— 


arg fear area, aif smag Batter A, 
ast aif cetera A, MaA gg AI 
ater aerenfet afer, MN PARTA, 
Ratsa Afa, Ba aor- AN 
W aR SR Brozr-fate erm feu, 
ama amaa Ae ama ate AI 
vet arpa aog D ae ad Ñ, 


aad A gaa mèg wag A115611 [6/56] 


Verse no. 6/56—“Lord Ram’s face never showed anger, remorse, annoyance or dejection 
and any other negative signs even though his father exiled him, or a warrior as brave as 
Ravana became his enemy and kidnapped Sita. He protected Sugriv by killing his enemy 
and arch rival, the powerful Bali, had mercy on Vibhishan, crossed the ocean by 
constructing a bridge across it, fought such a furious war that even Brahma and Shiva 
shuddered and had lost all hopes of victory in their hearts, and his brother Laxman was 
wounded in the battle, got so much smeared with blood and dust that his countenance 
resembled those of red-faced monkeys. 

Even in the face of such adversities and misfortunes, he could redeem the three 
Lokas (by vanquishing the fear of the Gods)—Tulsidas says that his Lord is such that he 
gives refuge to all and obliges them fully.” 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/56— 


PARA TA TTA, aÀ hE HRR | 

yada Aa- qA- 70-0 M AR- 111 

ag Pa THAT, Wad, Stag À maa AÌ | 
ma-a- Tt “To PR TÌ! ger À aA Y 112 [6/57] 


Verse no. 6/57—Lord Ram killed Kumbhkaran and Ravana by breaking the latter's neck 
in the war. In this way the hail (enemy) melted by the heat of the sun (the glory of Lord 
Ram) (1). 

The Gods sing and beat their trumpets and drums because their dependence on 
Ravana ended and their wishes were fulfilled. Even the monkeys and bears are dancing 
with joy, cheering, ‘Oh what a wonder! How great! Fantastic!’ (2).” 


Kavitawali: Verse no. 6/58— 
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are wat wide wag Bet ala, 
saaa da- eA aug È | 
yas aA Ë èg aug S11 
am sn maa gamae RR, 
awa Aog fee, Ag meg ÈI 
smag A, Aea Pree ciepurer AA, 
gami hem B D VA mag S115811 [6/58] 


Verse no. 6/58—Lord Ram crushed Ravana along with his kin and other demons in the 
war. Exhilarated and ecstatic at the victory, the Gods and sages showered flowers upon 
the Lord (from the sky/heaven). Watching the scene, the terrestrial serpents, humans, 
‘Kinnars’ (dancers and singers) as well as Lords Brahma, Shiva and Vishnu became 
thrilled, and their hearts overflowed with joy, delight, love and affection. 

The merciful (Lord Ram) has Sita on his left, the very vision of which results in 
(provides) freedom from sorrows and enhances happiness. All the Lokpals (guardians) 
took leave and went to their respective posts (Lokas). 

Tulsidas says that the Lord Ram made everyone happy and contented, and 
declared that now onwards they should all be fearless.” [6/58] 


{As promised earlier, Lord Ram honoured his words by anointning Vibhishan as the new 
king of Lanka. } 


Vibhishan's crowning as king of Lanka: Ram Charit Manas 


ang fastest off fee arat | putes get stot aera | 

Ge He sie Fer ten | TAT Hela aE 112 

wa fater sre fastest aren | ake fers Hes TATA 113 

frat aa È TR A areas | sary afte ais args Tatas 114 
TA Set Hs OP WY Tea | He STS fret Ht TAT 115 
aa Niena dod | farce UR area stare 116 [6/106/1-6] 


After performing the funeral rites, Vibhishan came back and bowed his head to Lord 
Ram, who then called Laxman (1), and ordered, ‘You, along with Sugriv, Angad, Nal, 
Nil, Jamvant, Hanuman and others (2), go with Vibhishan and crown him the king of 
Lanka (3). In deference to my father's wishes, I would not enter a city/town, but am 
sending you (Laxman) as my representative for the purpose (4).’ 

The monkeys started for the job forthwith, and made all arrangements for the 
coronation of Vibhishan (5). They respectfully put Vibhishan on the throne (of Lanka) 
and put a Tilak mark on his forehead as a symbol of his anointment and investing him 
with the overeignty of Lanka. [The Tilak mark is made in the centre of the forehead just 
above the middle point of the two eyebrows.] (6). [6/106/1-6]. 
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{Once Vibhishan was crowned, the Lord asked Hunuman to go and inform Sita of the 
good news, and bring back her news. Then he ordered his companions led by the newly 
appointed king of Lanka, Vibhishan, to bring Sita to him. } 


Meeting of Sita and Lord Ram : Ram Charit Manas 


gA oy afer feras gA | ir Sg PRS TAAT | 1 

HER AER garag 1 a paa ot Te afer aS 112 

Ta STAT TR HS Se | YA ARA AAR aM 113 

ae ar fers I AA I Sag Sars oft aes 114 

aftfe A rar PA Aar | cats set Stat TST 115 

Peg TA AI PAAA l GAA ATA HHT GA TAT 116 

qa Afa paa aE 1 g AAR Sitcat AET 117 
afaa Us fastest oat | aft Hf Taq SLT SL BAT 118 [6/107/1-8] 
TF MIS TAT BRE TS TAT | at IA ST Yq ANAT 111 

ao STA TH Uf STE | TAHT HA VAS 112 

afr deg apes | aifer fore Serre fastest 113 
Teg È d eras | Bat TAHA Ale ct sae 114 

Café gaa me oe Sat | Pats et fafa feria 115 

AN aaa arer Ra | firs ae fare Asstt ALATA | 16 

ag IPR yor Ufee | fats Vee ast OPA aT 117 

aR ate ad edt | af TH Geers GAT 118 

ae WS Hel FA AMS | aR maT vars StS 111 | 

cag aft sett at are | frets Her TAs AAS 112 [6/108/1-8,11-12] 


Lord Sri Ram then summoned Hanuman and asked him to go to Lanka and give the 
happy tidings to Sita, and return with the news of her welfare (1-2). 

When Hanuman reached the city, the demons and demonesses came hastily, 
worshipped him and escorted him to where Sita was (3-4). Hanuman bowed his head 
from a distance as soon as he saw her, and she immediately recognised him to be Lord 
Ram's messenger (5). ‘Say, Son! How is my Lord’, she asked, and Hanuman replied, 
‘The Lord, along with his younger brother, monkeys and the army are fine (6). Lord Ram 
is fine by all means, mother, and he has got victory over the 10-headed demon in the war 
(7). Vibhishan has got everlasting crown of Lanka.’ 

Hearing Hanuman's pleasing words, immense joy and happiness spread over her 
heart (8). [6/107/1-8]. 

She said, ‘Son, make suitable arrangements so that I can meet my beloved Lord.’ (1). 

Then Hanuman returned to Ram and told him Sita's welfare (2), hearing which he 
called Vibhishan and Prince Angad and said (3)—‘Go along with Hanuman, and 
respectfully bring Sita back to me here (4).’ 

Immediately, all of them went to Sita while she was being served by the demonesses! 


(5). 
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Vibhishan immediately advised them to bathe Sita (6), adorn her with ornaments and 
jewellery and brought a palanquin (a sort of wooden carriage lifted by men in the fore 
and rear) duly decorated (7). Sita mounted it cheerfully, remembering her Lord (8). 

When Lord Ram saw them bringing Sita in such pomp and pageantry, he smiled and 
advised them, ‘Friends, listen to me. Bring Sita on foot (11). And monkeys, look upon 
her as you would look and treat your mother.’ (12). [6/108/1-8,11-12] 


[Note—'These are the very ladies who had been tormenting her during the period 
of her captivity under Ravana, and had jeered, clapped, mocked, made merry and 
behaved most derisively in anticipatory fun as if a new clown-show was in town 
to entertain them, or a feast is being held, or a monkey-trainer has come for a 
road-show when Ravana had ordered that Hanuman's tail be wrapped in cloth and 
set on fire. 

But with the change of guard, as is the wont of citizens everywhere in this 
world, they immediately changed sides and cheered the new leader. They so 
quickly adapted themselves to changed circumstances like a chamealon changes 
colour that they changed loyalties with a drop of a hat or the blinking of an eyelid. 
They have no qualms or scrupules, or shall we say, they are wise, cunning and 
prudent to the extreme to know where their interests and well-being lay under the 
changed fortunes. That is why, it is said, that a king who rules with compassion, 
mercy and understanding rules the heart of his subjects, and he is always lamented 
or remembered for generations even after he leaves the throne or dies. This 
situation is evident in the case of Lord Ram—when he left Ayodhya, the citizens 
ran behind his chariot because they could not tolerate his separation. A tyrant, a 
dictator or a despot is respected out of fear and reprisal, and as soon as he's 
removed, the citizens react in the same manner as those of Lanka.] 


The Victorious Lord Ram: Geetawali: Raag Kanhara: Verse no. 6/16— 


Wad TH pA- YR | 

fey a sift stat ar Afa, Ha aa- Aeg- | 
ware Be he m-i, A-AA a a AER | 

s4 aAa-AR, RR, sa med- AA- NER |12 
ma i Aaa ae fers, exh Geel Res AS TK | 
para faya-Te-ayS AS, Tes Tare ferarel fered ae 113 
qha- AAS p pR, fae aa g-a, AA- 
qaa az E1 aa Ra- aA ge Aaaf 114 [6/16] 


Verse no. 6/16—Having conquered his enemy, victorious Lord Ram is present in the 
battlefield with his brother Laxman. He appears appealing and magnificent like thousands 
of Kamdeos (cupids) at once, and is moving his hands on his bows and arrows (1). Sweat 
drops interspersed with blood drops are glistening on his dark complexioned body as if 
luminescent herbs look magnificent among hordes of glow-worms on the summit of Mt. 
Markat Mani (2). Wounded warriors are sitting around him. All those monkeys and bears 
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are extremely happy. Lord Ram looks as magnificent as a large and young Tamaal Tree 
amongst blossoming Kinskuk Trees (3). At that moment, that lotus-eyed Lord glanced at 
the Gods, hermits, legendary serpents and men and made them fearless. 

Tulsidas prays that this vision of peerless beauty which vanquishes all mighty 
troubles, should ever reside in his heart (4). [6/16]. 


{ After the war was won, Sita freed from the clutches of the demons and reunited with the 
Lord, and Vibhishan installed on the throne of Lanka, Lord Ram boarded the air-vehicle 
called Pushpuk along with his chief companions and embarked on the journey home. This 
particular vehicle was owned by Kuber, the treasurer of the Gods, and was earlier 
snatched by Ravana from him and brought to Lanka for his personal use. It was not an 
ordinary plane—for it could expand in size to accomadate as many passengers as wanted 
to board it, say even an entire army, and it had no pilot to drive it because it was self- 
propelled and self-steered. It went by the verbal orders of the chief passenger, and it 
could have had a navigation system based on a computer which could be operated by 
voice, and into which oral commands were fed about the coordinates of the destination. 
The rest was automatic. } 


Departure of the victorious Lord Ram for Ayodhya: Ram Charit Manas 


qe- ma a gia AR AAS aea Sa TT 1 Ka 
ATS TT Te HS TI A AHS 
eat aft at Say He TT rere ais 11 Kha 
he safe ais st feed a Tras TK | 
Gira syst Site 34 Of Of Yet BAT 11 Ga [Doha 6/116/Ka, Kha and Ga.] 
ag aea saa erat | aft va Te FTAA ATT 113 
ot yore oe ort ear | She R Horsey va TET 114 
ak Rama ya Sar fasted | TA SIS ANE Fe YEA 115 
THO org faites gael | aes far fs stax Tat 116 
ag Sig HA ATag alg cet 17 [6/117/3-7] 
te pi fa oR sine aa qa | 
Ofer faster stax St ry HAY Teta 11 [Doha 6/118Kha.] 
ara sft Ra g | e aa AA gE | 
Ta Fe fam ata fee arat | S RNR AA TA 112 
aed A Hae Be | TA TSR Hes WF Hie 113 
Riema aR sea TAE | A TAT Wy SS TTT 114 
SRR AAA aA aft Sg | Het BAA Fk BI A 116 
qa Gas afer fresr sat | AER ae aR fet ae 117 
We Bie Fax AE WAT | Ha Tas PAT AH SATA 118 [6/119/1-4,6-8] 
qA 3g saag atte orate | Pater ary va MT TaTaPT 119 [6/120/9] 
ae Aa ARa aaa pE Ae pA ATT | 
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ae Fa A Fett Of ofa exfha TA 11 [Doha 6/120Ka.] 
WY sacle Hel Gare | a FY! BI HATTA TT 11 

Rae Pact SIR FATS | TAI À ge aA mg 112 
TA Va aA AAS 13 [6/121/1-3] 


Lord Ram told Vibhishan, “Listen brother! When I recollect Bharat's condition, every 
passing moment seems like an age to me, because clad like a hermit and with wasted 
body, he constantly chants my name. Therefore, I request you, my friend, to take 
necessary steps so that I can see and meet him very soon [6/116/0, A,B]. If I go after the 
expiry of 14 year term, chances are that I will not find him alive.’ Saying these words and 
remembering Bharat's affection and devotion for him, Lord Ram's body was thrilled and 
his heart overwhelmed with surging emotions of love and affection for his younger 
brother Bharat. [6/116/0-C] 

Vibhishan went to his palace and loaded the aerial-vehicle called 'Puspak' with costly 
gifts comprising ornaments, gems, clothes etc (3). He placed it before Lord Ram, whence 
Lord Ram laughed (4) and said, ‘Mount it and go to the sky; then drop all these from the 
air!’ (5). So Vibhishan rode to the sky and showered all the valuables to the ground, and 
they were all picked up by the monkeys according to their likings and fancy (6-7). 
[6/117/3-7]. 

Thereafter, Lord Ram boarded the air-craft (Puspak), and seeing that his companions 
Sugriv, Nil, Jamvant, Angad, Nal, Hanuman, Vibhishan and other warrior commanders 
were extremely eager to come along with him to Ayodhya, he allowed them to 
accompany him on board the craft on his way back to Ayodhya [6/118/0-Kha; 6/119/1]. 
Then, bowing his head to elders, the air vehicle started on its journey towards the north 
(2). As soon as the craft was air-borne, there were cheers and commotion—all the 
companions started shouting ‘glory to Lord Ram’ (3). Lord Ram and Sita sat on a high 
and charming throne on the craft, while others crowded around him (4). [6/119/2-4]. 

The magnificent air-craft moved fast; the Gods showered flowers and were excited 
and thrilled at this sight (6); a soothing soft and fragrant breeze blew; the water of the 
oceans, rivers and lakes appeared crystal clear; the sky was clear; and potent good omens 
appeared everywhere (7-8). [6/119/6-8]. 

The air-craft finally reached the periphery of Ayodhya, and the city was sighted from 
the air. Lord Ram described Ayodhya as being very holy and un-corrupt, as being a place 
which is as holy as a pilgirim site, and therefore it helps one to overcome all his grief and 
torments caused by the three horrors of existence, called the Traitaps . The city was a 
divine one where no diseases existed in any form, and it could rid one from the cycle of 
birth and death. 

[*The three Traitaps are the three torments called Adhidaivik, Adhibhautik and 
Adhyatmik. They refer to opposed stars and gods, problems created by life on the earth, 
and spiritual problems.] [6/120/9]. 

Lord Ram and Sita bowed their heads to such an auspicious and holy city of 
Ayodhya as described herein above. The Lord’s eyes were full of tears, and his body was 
thrilled again and again at the sight of this divine city [Doha 6/120 Ka]. 

Then, Lord Ram instructed Hanuman to go to Ayodhya disguised as a celibate 
Brahmin (called a Brahmachari) (1), tell Bharat about the good and happy tidings, and 
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return with the news of his welfare (2). Hanuman started off immediately for the (final) 
mission (3) [6/121/1-3]. 


Chapter 9 


Uttar Kand 


{This chapter deals with the following main events in Lord Ram's life on this earth—his 
return to Ayodhya from 14-year exile, meeting Bharat, celebrations, and coronation as 
King of the kingdom of Ayodhya. 


The word ‘Uttar’ means the last part or the concluding part. Since the Ramayan 


narrated by Goswami Tulsidas ends with this Kand, it has been named ‘Uttar Kand’.} 


Arrival at Ayodhya: Ram Charit Manas 


Agl- 


TI UR Aa aaf r AA a RAT | 

we dé Aaf aR R pa aa m AA 111 

WA aifé GR THe FA Waa Wa a | 

WY AMSAT STS ST PTR TET TS HT 112 
arena ag Fa AA arg Sta SIE | 

HAS WY MBIA Yor HA Ted Sta BIS 113 

We Fat St afer Hh INS TK | 

Sit GT At BT Safe APT HEA fA 11 [Doha 7/0/1-4] 

aR fort sete ge Gly | fAferete Ta GA Bs se 117 

ated state cele Si OTT | aA Has TT AS SAAT 118 [7/1/7-8] 
TH fas MK AS HAI ATT AA IT | 

fay Bo Ot Tat Yo Sg WAS Vy Ula Ka 

ad afta HAA Fel AHS PA TM | 

TH UF Taal Sd Aad AIA SetsIT 11 Kha [Doha 7/1 Ka, Kha.] 
SOT STAM Sf ASS | Toh Td ASA ST AS | 1 

A Te FST Alt GS AM | Tes ATT YT TF a 112 

wig fard Stag fea uel | tee PRR A A Ui 113 

Tepe frees YS FIM | SIs Peer ea APA ara 114 

Ry Sift Gos Ae ad | Stat Sled StS WY SAAT 115 
Gad saa fret Ga Sar | Tea Sify crs Fra 116 
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cal GS Td Het t ST | His we rs TT ATT 117 
Tred Oa A at SAT | APA ay PTAA 118 
daag Ott He PAL | AT AeA Fes SiS ATax 119 
Naa a a gad aa | FAA Baa Set Ferfeoa TAT 1110 
pi qa aA aA ga A | fret srry Hie a AA 111 1 


IR IR Fst PIM | THe SS HS Ys WaT 1112 
uR Hla ARa S ara | HH fora Ras Hes Ae 1113 [7/2/1-13] 


Only one day was left for Ram's exile of fourteen years to end, which made the people of 
Ayodhya extremely anxious and nervous. They had become weak and frail in body due to 
the sorrow of separation from their Lord Sri Ram over the past fourteen years (1). 

Meanwhile, auspicious omens occured everywhere, the heart of everyone felt 
cheerful sponteneously, and the city appeard brightened as if from a hidden, invisible 
internal glow (2). The heart of Kaushalya (Ram’s mother) and other mothers were so 
inwardly happy as if someone was just about to break the happy news that Ram has 
returned (3). Bharat's right eylids and arms throbbed continously signifying some good 
happening, which made him hopeful and ponder over the cause for such good omens (4) 
[7/0/1-4]. He thought—‘I have a firm conviction in my heart that I shall meet Lord Ram 
because that is the only conclusion deduced from the positive omens (7). If I survive after 
the exile period, then surely no one would be as despicable and loathsome in this world 
as me (8).’” [7/1/7-8]. 

Bharat was almost being drowned in the grief of Ram's separation when Hanuman 
appeared in the form of a Brahmin (as if a boat has arrived to save the drowning Bharat). 
Hanuman found Bharat sitting on a mat of Kusha grass, body wasted, hairs matted, tears 
rolling down his eyes, and constantly chanting Lord Ram's name [Doha 7/1/Ka, Kha]. 

Hanuman was thrilled at the sight, tears also rolled down his eyes (1), and feeling 
immensely joyful at heart, he spoke words which seemed nectar for the ears (2). 

‘Lord Ram, for whom you are thinking always and constantly chanting his name in 
his remembrance, has come back safely along with Sita and Laxman, having conqured 
his enemy and praised by the Gods (3-5).’ 

Hearing these words, all the sorrows of Bharat vanished, as if a thirsty man has 
drunk nectar (6). “Who are you dear, and from where have you come’, he asked (7). 

‘I am Hanuman, the son of Marut (the Wind-God), and a faithful servant of Lord Sri 
Ram,’ Hanuman replied, whereupon Bharat jumped up and respectfully met him with 
tears rolling down, body thrilled, and the heart overbrimming with affection and love of 
the highest and the purest kind (8-10). 

Bharat said, ‘Dear, all my sorrows have disappeared on meeting you. I feel like 
having embraced my beloved Lord Ram by embracing you (11). How are you, say. What 
reward can I give you for such a message (that Lord Ram has come back) because there 
is nothing to match it in this world (12-13).’ [7/2/1-13]. 


Geetawali: Raag Asawari: Verse no. 6/17— 


arate sy FA Sint fer eS 2 | 
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aR e, AAS afta fate, ger ef afer peta art a ZF 
aef fren a fea arate, es wa art cra wae | 


a ta, Ag Te stale, fas WH A A eae | 
qaan -A-a-a pa-m Ht ea & 113 [6/17] 


Verse no. 6/17—When the days of exile were almost over, mother Kaushalya became 
very anxious about Lord Ram's return. She broods and became pensive. She thinks 
thus—‘Why, does the period end today, or are some more days left?’ 

Then going to the terrace of her palace and looking southwards, she says on 
sighting few pedestrians approaching the city, ‘Find out from where those people are 
coming ?’ (1). 

Then realising that the last day of the exile period is yet to come, her heart fills 
with gloom and despair, her body is thrilled, tears roll down her eyes, and she speaks 
poignantly to herself, ‘It appears that the Vidhata (God Brahma, the creator) shall count 
those fourteen years according to his own calculations (because, Brahma’s days are 
equivalent to hundreds of thousands of earth days), and it’s a very long time to wait for 
me any longer (2). Oh, Ram is in forest and his mother enjoys the comforts of home— 
now this shameless life has to bear this ignominy for the rest of my life! Well, where else 
can there be a hard and emotionless statue like me?’ (3). [6/17]. 


Geetawali: Raag Sorath: Verse no. 6/19— 


AS m aa ATT | 

aa te MR ae Hae R, Hes, BT! HR T 11 
gu-m AA aT, GTA ata weet 

wa fra-afed farenfes aaa aR a-oa AAN 112 


state mia iA Ssa Rra aA R Ap | 
mag Aag, a wR ya M-A ga A 113 
e aan ats ma Aed MAR À T | 


WY TA gaa ge aA Aa aa a TÀ 114 [6/19] 


Verse no. 6/19—[Mother Kaushalya sights a crow and talks with it. It is believed that 
when one eagerly awaits some news and a crow comes to call and crows, there is surely 
some good news coming in. It is an auspicious omen. ] 

The mother looks for good omens. She says, ‘Oh crow! Tell me the truth, when 
shall my children come back home safely? (1). 

When I embrace my beloved Ram-Sita and Laxman and see them till my eyes are 
satisfied (i.e. see them to my heart’s content), I shall feed you milk and rice, and get your 
beak decorated (plated) with gold.’ (2). 
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Then as the final days of exile draw nearer, she summons a soothsayer 
(astrologer), and falling at his feet, overwhelmed with emotion, she asks him to 
prophesize when Lord Ram is going to come back (3). 

Just at that time a messenger arrived from Bharat's place with the news of Lord 
Ram's arrival. Tulsidas says that as soon as she heard about Ram's arrival from his mouth, 
her condition was like a fish, on the verge of dying, being restored to water (4). [6/19]. 


Ram Charit Manas : 


BT A HAAR BT | API Gs IS FAT 111 

Uf Aft FE At SATS | SAT AR HAT TTS | 12 

Yad Gat Ta Ss ae | He TY Hat Wd GAME 113 

SATA WTS WE | AC STG AR Sars Ga ATT 114 

aTaeTEe Wy sad STAT | Tg Tee AT Gat 119 

ag yeaa AAA a | TE aes sift fer ART 1110 [7/3/1-4,9-10] 
ae- afta aR URSA StS TER FS TAT I 

Tel Wt Aa TF Saft GALS Hach | Ka 

agaa agi eRe miè Paf Ta A | 

afte FER a fa È gTa TA 1 1Kha [Doha 7/3 Ka, Kha.] 
Qe- araa afta ci wa Say ATA | 

MK frame TY NS SRS APH ATA 11 Ka 

SAR Hes TY pR Te HA fe TE | 

Oa TH Tes Tt RG fare sift Te |! Kha [Doha 7/4 Ka, Kha.] 

SIE ST ST TS APT | HS Ta SASH FAT | 

ama ae gA | ee wy Ae at ae TAH 112 

OS RTL AT TURE | SATS Sled Ste Yosh TAS 113 

He pact seit Aaa | SA Hae Tete eat 114 

wae fess Fifer Aas AAT | TH ELE TPT 115 

Te a Of WY Te deat | TH frets Ge AP Ta BAT 116 

TR AY ae SST Sar | HT HR Hurley SC AMT 117 [7/5/1-7] 
ae gay ais aged Nè ead CTE 

afna aaa fret da WH BH aS AE | [Doha 7/5.] 

aS aoa Of He | Gas fers Ha GE He 111 

Slat er st FHS ATT | SST WAT WA EI Tar 112 

ay AAE A gar | afra ferart ferofa wat ara 113 

TATA Be cir Frere | cigs shies HoT GATE 114 

afta eu ore dfe prem | Sarsimt fret Bale Hare 115 

ggf r Aa l few ener Ae ATR ferarast 1.16 

ue fare wate Get a Tar | st set Sho TA IAT 117 

Seas Ag aa Me | PRRs Tew Ty GT TATE 118 [7/6/1-6, 7-8] 
qe ses qq gat wa ae ta oe | 
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wale fre bas eat Tet THAT 11 Ka 

cera ae Has fife SS STAT TE 

das ai YA gA AA AA FX SY AE 11 Kha [Doha 7/6 Ka, Kha.] 
args wala fret see l mae AT ay sift Fa 11 

afé arate aft Hacc | Se aA JER ARAT 112 [7/7/1-2] 


Bharat came to the city of Ayodhya (from Nandigram, where he had passed the 14 years 
of exile period as a hermit; a place appx. 16-18 Km from Ayodhya) and told sage 
Vashistha the happy news (1). Then the auspicious news was sent to the palace that Lord 
Ram has returned safely (2). All the mothers ran out to enquire, and were informed by 
him about Lord Ram's welfare (3). The news spread like wildfire in the city, and the 
inhabitants ran out, all thrilled and excited to the extreme (4). 

Ayodhya appeared to be a mine of beauty when this good news arrived (9). A 
delightful breeze blew softly; it was cool and fragrant. The waters of river Saryu became 
crystal clear (10). [7/3/1-4, 9-10]. 

Accompanied by his guru (Vashistha), kinsmen, younger brother (Shatrughan), 
Brahmins etc., Bharat proceeded to meet Lord Ram, his heart full of affection (A). The 
womenfolk had climbed up the attics and terrace of their homes to watch the air-craft 
(Puspak) arrive from the sky (B). [Doha 7/3 Ka, Kha]. 

When Lord Ram observed from the sky the city pouring out to meet him, he ordered 
the craft to land on the ground, and so it touched down near the city, on its outskirts (Ka). 
Disembarking, Lord Ram ordered the Puspak plane to go back to its original owner, God 
Kuber. Even the plane felt heavy at heart on being forced to separate from the Lord 
(Kha). [Doha 7/4 Ka, Kha]. 

Bharat arrived along with all the people, all of whom had become thin and emaciated 
in the agony of Lord Ram's separation for the fourteen long years of exile (1). When Lord 
Ram saw the sages Vamdev, Vashistha etc., he alongwith Laxman ran towards them in 
thrill, fell down and clasped their feet in reverence (2-3). When asked about his welfare, 
Lord Ram replied, ‘Sages, we are happy, thanks to your blessings.’ (4). 

Then he met all the sages and holy men who had eagerly assembled there to 
welcome their Lord (5). 

Bharat clasped the feet of the Lord, who is worshipped by Lord Shiva, Gods, sages 
and holy men (6). He fell to the ground like a stick, and would not rise up. So Lord Ram 
forcefully lifted him and clasped him most affectionately and most warmly to his bosom 
(7). [7/S/1-7]. 

Thereafter, Lord Ram embraced Shatrughan, and Laxman affectionately met Bharat 
[Doha 7/5] and his younger brother Shatrughan. In this way, all the four brothers 
removed the terrible agony of separation and misunderstanding from each other (1). 
Bharat and Shatrughan then bowed their heads at the feet of Sita (2). The citizens were 
thrilled at the sight of their Lord, and all their woes arising out of Lord Ram's long 
separation, vanished (3). Seeing all people eager to embrace him independently, the Lord 
performed a miracle— he assumed numerous forms all at once, and met all the citizens 
simultaneously individually. He spread his merciful glance in all directions and removed 
the sorrows of all men and women (4-6). 
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Then, the Lord proceeded to meet his mother Kaushalya, who ran as a cow does on 
seeing her calf (7-8). [7/6/1-6,7-8]. Sumitra met her son (Laxman) knowing him to be a 
true devotee of the Lord's feet, while Kaikeyi was very hesitant and ashamed to meet 
Lord Ram (Ka). Laxman met all the mothers, but met Kaikeyi several time because the 
anguish and bitterness of feeling was difficult to erase (Kha). [Doha 7/6 Ka, Kha]. 

Sita met all her mothers-in-law, and they blessed her husband (Ram) with an eternal 
life. [7/7/1-2] 


qA waft Ga PT See | AP a Arg UPA NETE, 115 

IR TAS paa SAR | SS Hl HUT SST TAR 116 

TUS TEI GAS A AR | I R R FÈ AÈ 117 

aH fect CPT SHH Ss SR | ARTS À AR afan AR 118 [7/8/5-8] 


Then, Lord Ram summoned all his friends (who had accompanied him from Lanka) and 
advised them to pay their respects to sage Vashistha (5). He told them that it was due to 
the blessing of Vashistha, who was the guru of his race, that killed the demon (6). Then, 
addressing Vashistha, he said, "Sage, these are my friends who had been a buoy to take 
me across the ‘Ocean of Battle’. They have staked their lives for me; I love them more 
than Bharat." (7-8) [7/8/5-6,7-8] 


Coronation of Lord Ram: Ram Charit Manas 


T aE Ra AR 1 r YÅ YRT MER 1 14 

qa fa lg gÀ aaaea | s Aof TEA 115 

AP afte Fa Yer | ad Taher fas sift AT 116 

wet Tat Fe fT Stroy | ST ARTA A NAAT | 17 

ara Afar fares af Bist | eRT p Aa P 118 [7/10/4-8] 

Ta sift SER Tay | ears GAA Se A AMS 11 (7/1 1/1] 
qe- Yq ara aie staan wen fa PA a | 

af AA AE Ha R SEA Gah |! [Doha 7/11 Ga.] 

my facies aa Fa str | Gee eee fares APT I 

A ae aa St RA A TE 1 aS TH fears fae ATE 112 

TAHT Tad WS | Ufa wars APT aya 113 

Aa HA IS SSS SAR | TT ER AP Ta Safa Ga 114 

wae fees afer HPT alee | OPT Get fees SrreTg SST 115 

Rima n yaa ae | afte Gees Gael Tore 118 [7/12/1-5,8] 


Guru Vashistha immediately summoned all the elders of the city and said, “Today is the 
most auspicious day and time (4). Give your joint and unanimous permission so that Lord 
Ram can be put on the throne immdediately (5).’ 
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All the Brahmins (the wise ones, the city elders) were immensely pleased at these 
words (6) and replied, ‘Ram's coronation will bring delight to the whole world (7). So, oh 
sage, do not delay for even a moment, and put a Tilak mark on Lord Ram's forehead as a 
token of his sovereignity (8).’ [7/10/4-8]." 

For that occasion, the city of Ayodhya was most tastefully decorated, and Gods 
showered flowers on it [7/11/1]. 

The sage crow Kagbhusund told the bird king Garuda that for that occasion, Brahma 
(the creator) and Shiva (the concluder of creation) as well as all other saints and sages 
boarded their air-carriers and arrived to watch the ceremony [Doha 7/11 Ga]. 

Sage Vashistha's heart overflowed with joy and affection, and he asked for a 
heavenly throne (1) which was as bright and glowing as a sun, on which Lord Ram took 
his seat after paying respects to the elders (2). The whole community of sages, saints and 
holy men were overwhelmed with joy on seeing Lord Ram and Sita as the King and 
Queen of Ayodhya (3). The elders began to chant Vedic hymns, and the Gods showered 
flowers from the heaven (4). First the ceremonial Tilak Mark (as a token of Lord Ram 
being made sovereign of not only Ayodhya but of the whole world, as well as the hearts 
of all the devotees) was put on his forehead by sage Vashistha, followed by blessings 
from all the assembled elders (5). 

The Gods blew their trumpets on seeing the Lord of Tribhuvan (the 3 worlds-heaven, 
earth and subterranean) crowned and seated on the Throne (8). [7/12/1-5, 8]. 


[Note—According the Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Can'to No. 130, Verse 
No. 92-93, Laxman refused to become a Prince Regent; so Bharat was crowned 
Prince Regent against his wishes. ] 


Celebrations in Ayodhya: Geetawali: Raag Dhanasri: Verse no. 6/21— 


gaa mAg FT | 

HAAS Ht PIet AHer GN HIS SH FI ACT Vs T 11 
a aaa, ARR, a-a Gara BT TAT | 

Bit Hale, Tester other afer, Horsey Gita Tara 1 12 
Tend areas fastest, WIA AH VA TTA | 

Raa- Aa, afg à, IRER R Aa erat 113 
Uh-Us Tt SAI OP TR CNT ae TS BS TAT I 
waft SH Fed ASA, Too ery TA Ta 114 
‘srafe sag, at Heat eR, SAT aaa Aae R TÀ | 
Sa aga- GA WY TRAST FAR ATA 115 

SH Site Sirt TH ofS fae fafer, ach v4 sift Are TET | 
FA ATG, WT ATS, PÄ Het TA Saft STATA 116 
di Ra ya aia ga eah A a TST | 
HERA A-A AR gR A T 117 [6/21] 
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Verse no. 6/21—Hearing the various events and stories related to the period of Lord 
Ram's sojourn in the forest, the citizens of Ayodhya said, ‘Why, it is heard that Lord Ram 
had constructed a bridge across the ocean! Some messenger had brought the news of 
Lord Ram's safety and welfare to Bharat (1). It is said that Lord Ram had slayed the 
demons Viradh, Khar, Dushan and Trishira; deformed / mutilated Supernakha, killed 
Kabandh and subjugating the proud Bali, made Sugriv the king of Kiskindha (2). Then 
accepting Vibhishan, who had come to seek his refuge and protection, he had destroyed 
Ravana along with his kinsmen, thereby liberated the Gods of Ravana's fear and proved 
his fame as ‘the liberated and protector’ (3).’ 

This news spread like wildfire and the citizens ran happily, exhilarated and joyous 
like a peacock is when it hears the rumbling of rain-bearing dark clouds, or a drowning 
man finding the sea-shore (4). 

‘Today is the last day of exile’, they said, and almost as on cue, the plane 
appeared over the sky near the city. Disembarking from it, Lord Ram and Laxman bowed 
their heads to their guru Vashistha and other Brahmins (5). 

Lord Ram met all according to their standing and status and filled their heart with 
joy'. Then he met Bharat, Shatrughan and mothers. Tulsidas finds no words to describe 
the flood of emotions, love, affections and unfathomable joy that flowed at that moment 
(6). 

The community of saints, sages and holy men immediately made arrangement for 
Lord Ram's coronation. Tulsidas also sings the song of Lord Ram's glories and praises 
him according to his ability (7). [6/21]. 


[Note—'Here, ‘standing and status’ not only means the heiarchial position of a 
particular person in society, but also the level of his love and devotion for the 
Lord as well as the depth of sorrow on separation from Lord Ram. However, the 
point to note is that the Lord met everyone, and he did not discriminate between 
them based on their caste or clan.] 


Geetawali: Raag Jaitsree: Verse no. 6/22— 


Tl Sif TA US ST | 

aS Fac GA Hae SA, AAT AMS-TATT 11 
ata iR, sR, mR RY, Aaa ga FATT | 
afA-àq, Afeta-a1y, Fach Ha AA TA, | 12 
a cia, RRA aa, aaa- ATT | 

gar AA aft, HoT RAAT Pree RIT |13 
fafa Way, mg, SA, RA, M HUPA HA NE | 
aA-EE THA Th GS TA À IRTE, 114 
aifer ara ofa, aie ales, Afra AIST AST | 
TERRI- RA g gA AA ISTE 115 

a a fe qo-stes-cienata A AE RRT | 
q, AA aA a R fat, TAT 116 
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ad AM SAA Sl Sha, Sah ST OPT 

m Aa- GS, Are-aRaT-aAE ASME 117 

yg- (fA sifed-SATeA-SS-SeH-TA AT | 

fend frates fed-cnl-Hlpals Ch UST FA BIT 118 
TRS PISS GTA, Ta Ws TS AT | 

è aia gA agfa, M Wate FETT 119 
AA-AAA FATT WS CHT CTT | 

ena -feaed, aT -a-U, FS A-AA- 1110 
armed Afe, fred aria, als fate ara T AÀ | 

aca, Sa Geet ds fare fea lea WATS TA 1111 [6/22] 


Verse no. 6/22—King Ram has returned to Ayodhya after being victorious in the war, 
accompanied by his brother, army and Sita. That is why there are celebrations in 
Ayodhya (1). He (Lord Ram) has laid to waste and burnt to the ground the enemies' city 
(Lanka), thereby re-habilitating the Gods; all the distress and agonies of earth, cows 
(deemed to be holy), Brahmins (the wise ones) and Sadhus (Pure hearted ones) have been 
dispelled (2). He has given the kingdom of Lanka to Vibhishan, installing him as a 
permanent king of that place, and after reviving the dead monkeys (in the battle-field) by 
the rain of life-giving divine nectar (Amrit), he has come and given new-life, as it were, 
by glancing mercifully at the men and women of Ayodhya (3). Guru (Vashistha) brothers 
(Bharat, Shatrughan), mothers (Kaushalya, Sumitra and Kaikeyi), servants and kinsman 
met Lord Ram and all their wishes were fulfilled—they forgot the sufferings of fourteen 
years separation on seeing their Lord once again (4). 

Sage Vashistha summoned pure-minded Sumantra and other ministers, and ordered 
them to find out an auspicious day and time, and collect all holy and pure materials 
required for the coronation ceremony. At the time of Lord Ram's coronation, Gods 
showered flowers and sounded trumpets and other musical instruments (5). All the 
invited and assembled kings, knights, land-lords and lok-patis (a title similar to a king) 
offered various gifts on the occasion, and bowed their heads. Lord Ram gave them full 
due respect, and accepted their offerings (6). 

Then he donated liberally and respectfully to alms-seekers according to their wishes 
and desires, satisfying them to the full. This dried up their pond of distress, as it were, 
(i.e.all their wants and poverty were removed) and the river and ocean of happiness 
became deep (i.e. they became deeply contented) (7). 

The owl of sins and darkness, malevolence and un-holiness, disappeared. The 
Chakva-Chakvi (a pair of birds symbolising pure quality of love) and the Lotus 
(symbolising pureness and detachment) became free of distress. The fame of Lord Ram 
spread throughout the world (8). 

In the reign of Lord Ram, the entire world remained holy and incorrupt. All the 
living beings enjoyed all possible types of happiness and comfort. And the Brahmins 
used to give their blessings for the prosperity of the citizens (9). 

Lord Ram divided the society according to the sanctions of the Vedas into various 
‘Ashrams'’ (segments of life), and made the people follow this sanctified way of life. All 
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the people were righteous and noble in their conduct as if they were all born from Lord 
Ram himself (10). 

The earth became like the mythical Kamdhenu cow (i.e. the earth provided all the 
necessities of life and there was an abundance of everything), and the trees were like the 
mythical Kalpa Tree (the all wishful-filling tree of the Gods). The creator was benevolent 
towards all. 

Tulsidas says this was (with respect to stanza nos. 7-10) true not only then, but even 
today—all those who devote themselves selflessly to Lord Ram, get the same happiness 
as that prevailed in the time of Lord Ram himself (11). [6/22]. 


[Note—'There are four Ashrams in Hindu society. The life of a Hindu man is 
divided into four segments or sections of roughly twenty-five years each. These 
are called the ‘Ashrams’. They are the following—(a) Brahmacharya—this is the 


i phase of life in which a person studies the scriptures under the tutelage of a 
wise teacher. This phase of life is marked by austerities, keeping of vows, 
observing celibacy, abstinence and continence as well as leading a regimental life 
style of a boarding school. (b) Grihasta—when a person has studied and prepared 
himself to face the world, he comes back to his house and enters the 2" phase 
called Grihasta Ashram which is a householder’s life. He marries, raises a family, 
produces wealth and helps to carry forward the cycle of creation. This is the most 
important and enjoyable phase as well as the most tough one because on the one 
hand there are the comforts and pleasure of the world to be enjoyed, and on the 
other hand there are the various tribulations and miseries of a family life 
alongside the dealings with this deceptive world with all its accompanying 


horrifying problems. (c) Vanprastha—this is the = phase when a man hands over 
the responsibilities of the world to his heirs and renounces his attachments to the 
house as well as the world, and heads for the forest, leaving the home for his next 
generation. It is now that he goes on pilgrimage and prepares for the final stage of 


his life, and (d) Sanyas—this is the 4° and last stage of life when there is 
complete cutting-off of all the ties with the world, spending time in contemplation 
and mediation, living a life of total renunciation, and begging for food for survival 
while single mindedly endeavouring for emancipation and salvation. This phase 
of Sanyas also has many stages depending upon the spiritual elevation and 
accomplishments of the aspirant, viz. Kutichak, Bahudak, Hansa, Paramhans, 
Turiyatit and Avadhut.] 


Geetawali: Raag Todi: Verse no. 6/23— 





any aay ama-sa, RG wt AA wa al 
uf gfe fram gorda Ra ea a MIIAN 
UREN ale do, Aed—aM, ATa—Herst Va Urs | 
cuter, dra, Raama, RAAI AA aoa TAII 
wm-Aa yA A Ae g a sn fel 
Gada anise fiers fart enra awy ÀIS 
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He, gA, gA, gAn- ya RI 
Re yga y-a m, we a AT BIA 
wet yg ome ae, Ge wer cp ol 

wy OAH UME YT getter? TÈIS] 











Verse no. 6/23—The great King Lord Sri Ram has won victory over the enemy and has 
come back. This is why there is rejoicing, merriment, festivities and celebrations in 
Ayodhya. The Gods have colourfully decorated their beautiful aerial vehicles, and 
playing their musical instruments cheerfully, they are rushing forward, happily, 
cheerfully and full of exhilaration, to see him (Sri Ram) (1). 

In every household of the city, attractive ritualistic designs shaped like squares 
and rectangles have been painted on the ground with a paste made out of sandal-wood, 
and these have been decorated with gems to enhance their beauty. Everyone has put up 
auspicious and colourful flags, banners, buntings, arches and other celebratory 
paraphernalia, while various types of musical instruments are being played here and 
there, everywhere. in the city (2). 

Hearing about the coronation of Sri Ram, kings and knights from far-off and 
nearby continents and islands have come, carrying with them gifts for the Lord. Seeing 
him (Sri Ram) on throne alongside Sita, they pay their respects to him in a most 
delightful and cheerful manner. All of them are exhilarated in their hearts as seeing the 
Lord on the throne (of Ayodhya) (3). 

All the abodes of the city, and by extension, all the corners of the realm and the 
world, are reverberating with auspicious and delightful songs, chanting of the Vedic 
hymns, and the applause and blessings of sages, hermits and seers. The Gods and Siddhas 
(mystics, those who possess special powers) shower flowers and praise the Lord. The 
Lord, on the other hand, has removed all the sorrows and miseries of everyone. [Lord 
Ram ensured that everyone was happy and contented. No sorrow or grief of any kind was 
allowed to survive in Ayodhya once the Lord ascended the throne.] (4). 

The earth has become like a Kamdhenu cow (i.e. it gives all the desired yields in 
the form of crops, fruits, flowers, rainfall, minerals, gems, wealth and prosperity) in the 
reign of Sri Ram, and happiness and prosperity has spread over all the Lokas (worlds). 
Tulsidas says that he has been singing the glories, the virtues, the great fame and the 
gread deeds of the Lord of Sita (i.e. Sri Ram) in all the births he has taken (5). [6/23]” 


Tulsidas’ “Ram Agya Prashnaawali’, verse no. 6/6/1— 
Fe Of WH fA A AIT GLAS Het | 
WE TA UST aT, WA GAT Tet I [TATA WA 6/3/11 | 


“The Gods are singing the glories of Lord Ram, are playing various musical instruments 
and showering flowers of the celestial Kalpa Tree (eternal tree). This is a very auspecious 
occasion because Lord Ram has become the King of Ayodhya.” 
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Chapter 10 
Lava-Kush Kand: 


Sita’s Exile and birth of Lord Ram’s two sons Lava and Kush. 


{The story of Sita's exile and the birth of her two sons Lav and Kush have not been 
included by Tulsidas in his epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’, but he has dealt with it in 
‘Geetawali’, Uttar Kand, verse nos. 7/25 to 7/36. So for our narration we shall quote the 
relevant verses from Geetawali to complete our story of Lord Ram. The verses are hereby 
quoted in verbatim. } 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/25— 





ahead! Oat aly ford ERTS | 

Weed gee vats ep è Be Bill 
at gf fag-srget, urs fey gt S| 

Ra fay uml a sie sae VTS]! 21! 
ufed = stere—sa, fay M-a YAS | 

as fea ofe wife, fra gfe, af faa aril 311 
fue adores facet ye AAEN | 

we aR gaa fh wf ors 711 411 
agda- aea & wa Baht, Be Pes 

JF Ps a mA fly STH ses AIS! 511 
m amaa Ma, Aaa AANS | 

wa yma RAA agf goù msile [7/25] 


























Verse no. 7/25—Once, Lord Ram became contemplative and wondered, “Why, out of the 
total of 12500 yrs. of my life span in this world (on earth), only a few years are left (1). 
After that it is providence that I must live the remaining part of my father's life, but to do 
that I will have to leave Sita as no other innocent and righteous way out of this quandary 
is available. 

[King Dasrath had died even before his full time of life on this earth was 
completed. Hence, Lord Ram had to complete the gap by living his father's left-over time 
himself—because as the eldest son he had the full moral responsibilities to fulfill all 
religious obligations of his late father if he had been alive. But to live with Sita during 
this period, which he would be living on behalf of his late father Dasrath, would be 
highly unethical and unrighteous. There being no way out, the only solution was to leave 
her or abandon her.] (2). 
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Now, the dilemma was either to live a harsh life and face the facts, or to uphold 
the duty and love towards his beloved wife. In such a situation, he began brooding, 
became pensive, lost in deep thoughts and contemplative. Faced with such uncertainties, 
the Lord was perplexed, not knowing what to do. 

[The reason for his dilemma is that Sita had not committed any mistake, and so it 
will be very wrong to abandon her as punishment for no crime of hers. But then to live 
with her when he would be playing the role of his late father would be equally sinful 
because that would be tantamount to living with one’s daughter-in-law. It’s unthinkable. 
So, Lord Ram was undecided.] (3). 

But, even in such uncertainties, Lord Ram's face glowed because it is not possible 
to have either happiness and joy or dejection and gloom in the heart of Ram who was an 
expert in the grand virtues of fortitude, equanimity, tranquility and self-control (4). No 
one except Sita could realise the dilemma faced by the Lord—not even his brothers, 
servants, ministers and friends (5). Because both Lord Ram and Sita know and 
understand each other's sentiments and thoughts very closely. 

Tulsidas also sings the glory of this most pure devotion of Sri Ram and Sita 
towards each other (6). [7/25] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/26— 


wa fra è mA dle à ma mi| 

Ap- wed A aè EIAN 
Aam, A m, Aè sm w Nafi 

PAR yaar fea fossa wafer agafi 2l 

Rr a YS gs qe soa ae arte 
Tei oe gAR Aa wmi 
mae RAT A yA a 

niae ge ped HHT 11 411 [7/26] 











Verse no. 7/26—At last, after considerable thought, Lord Ram decided to abandon Sita 
and snap all relationships with her (permanently). Lord Ram spent each moment of his 
life loving and showing affection to Sita in accordance with the sanctions of Vedas and 
customs of the world (1). 

‘Sita is most dear to me; even Parvati (consort of Shiva) and Laxmi (consort of 
Vishnu) are jealous of her faithfulness and integrity. At the moment she is pregnant, and 
is like a jewel amongst women.’ Thinking this, Lord Ram became exceptionally hesitant 
and reluctant to abandon her (2). 

‘Sita's happiness lies in my happiness,” thinking this, Lord Ram becomes virtually 
drowned in a sea of worries and grief at the prospect of having to leave her inspite of 
knowing fully well that she is faultless and immaculate (3). Even accomplished poets find 
themselves inapt to describe the love of Lord Ram and Sita. It is only as a result of Lord 
Ram's blessing that Tulsidas is able to sing their glories (4). [7/26] 
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Geetawali: Verse no. 7/27— 


aA RAR e SAA ER | 

q-ga YA Ae- ae RA qg T 11 

fn faar afena ofa af aefa fra SEA | 
da-aaraata are yfset 4 STS 112 

MA peny m-a HAA ET | 

aR a i A A aa eN 113 

aM Gee as Bier His cig ASE | 

aaa FATe STH stgae WATS’ 114 

qA TT, Gers Ha UT WA-TT | 

aA gai mA Aap- staf stars 115 [7/27] 


Verse no. 7/27—The most wise and clever Lord Ram discussed with his royal spies the 
secret news they have brought about the kingdom. Hearing from them the opinion of the 
subjects of the kingdom, Lord Ram went to his palace and asked Sita—(i) ‘My beloved! 
What is your desire?’ Then Sita replied hesitantly, ‘I want to go to the forest and worship 
(1.e. serve) the sages, their wives and children!’ (2). 

[In the context of what has been already said in the preceding verses, it clearly 
indicates that Sita had been briefed by the Lord of what he would be forced to do. And 
since the Lord’s happiness and carrying out his wishes was the primary concern and duty 
of Sita as a devoted and loyal wife, she took the initiative of telling him that she wishes to 
go to the forest to serve the sages and hermits living there so that her husband is excused 
from the embarrassment of forcefully sending his wife—who is not an ordinary wife but 
a Queen of an Empire—into the forest for exile. That would have been a very sticky 
situation. So she decided to free the Lord of this single guilt, and volunteered to go to the 
forest herself. ] 

Then, realising what was ordained by providence, the most merciful Lord Ram 
called Laxman at the crack of dawn (3) and said, ‘Brother, get a chariot ready 
immediately, and take Sita on it and drop her at the hermitage of Valmiki (i.e. take Sita to 
the hermitage of sage Valmiki, and put her in his care before you return).’ (4). 

Then, although Laxman said ‘Oh Lord, its okay (I'll follow your orders),’ he 
clasped his head with his hands as if lamenting with sorrow and feeling extremely guilty 
of the outcome of what he was ordered to do. Fully carrying out the duties as an obedient 
follower of the Lord (without questioning the probity of the master's orders), Laxman 
proceeded from there (to bring the chariot and take Sita away to the forest) (5). [7/27]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/28— 


ang oo À aid fara arate anf | 
as fax te Os Safa SAR Ges 111 
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orevattes fercitfes Sarat IA TRA TAA | 
maaa ag F, afa aaa atest 112 

aA Ra aqad Aa ea Afa aA | 

m HA-A, RAR E Pah AAA 113 
daig arg ln fa aA peA | 

arefe aes Sere qaaa Ayaa- 114 [7/28] 


Verse no. 7/28—Then Laxman brought Sita to the hermitage of sage Valmiki, bowed his 
head before the sage and stood still with folded hands (1). Seeing Laxman full of regret, 
contrite and uneasy, Valmiki did not ask him any questions (realising that something was 
seriously amiss) (2). 

The sage could guess, by virtue of his sixth sense of perception and wisdom, what 
might have happened, and he therefore welcomed Sita with immense respect and 
affection (as if his own daughter has arrived in his care). 

But wondering how Lord Ram, who was an embodiment of all righteousness and 
virtues, could take such an extreme step to abandon his most faithful and highly virtuous 
wife, the sage became slightly gloomy, dejected and distressed (3). 

Tulsidas says that Sita, who was the queen of the three worlds, became full of 
sorrows, and she said to Laxman, who was her brother-in-law and most merciful and 
friend of distressed, as follows:- (4) [7/28]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/29— 


dA aa, aå Aie ferra aafet gente | 
sie A Aa A aa A-AA a Raan 11 
are He Het wea JNA Agee | 

aR AR Afà sie sR MA Pls RIAR 112 
aaa paa ! PeR SRA a ANR | 
qa wa maa Sat ea NR 113 

gaa Ha-a Aaa ape A-N | 
arahia a uh gai A ae ÅR 114 [7/29] 


Verse no. 7/29— [Sita said—] ‘Pray Laxman! Pray to the Gods for my well-being till I 
become adapted to and learn the way of living in a hermitage in another 4-5 days (1). 
Being a hermitress, what message can I give which is suitable for a king (Lord Ram)! I 
believe that (like someone had cast aspersion on my character and forced Lord Ram to 
abandon me') someone else would also come and say some good things about me to the 
Lord (so that the scar made on my character would be washed away some day, I hope) 
(2). 

‘Oh merciful Laxman! Do not forget me suddenly, but like other ladies who stay in 
the various hermitages in your realm, do look after me (take care of me like any other 
hermitress, though without showing any special privilege).” (3). 
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Tulsidas says that all those present on the occasion started weeping on hearing these 
pitiful words of Sita (4). [7/29] 


[Note—'One washer-man had some dispute with his wife and wished to throw her 
out of the house. In the course of heated argument with her he rebuked her by 
saying—‘I am not Ram who would consent to accept you as my wife once it is 
established that you had been in the house of another man.’ When the spy 
reported this to Lord Ram, he thought that the proper thing would be to abandon 
Sita in order to uphold the laws of righteousness, propriety and probity which he 
expects his subjects to follow. Of course it was inappropriate to keep a woman as 
a wife if she had loose character. This was only an excuse that the Lord was 
waiting for, because the decision to leave Sita and the reason behind it is already 
discussed above. 

*Ram was an Emperor and King. It was a standard practice for the king to 
provide for the necessities of life to all the hermits and sages living within the 
boundary of the kingdom. What Sita means that she should not be shown any 
special favour because she happens to an erst-while queen of Ayodhya. She 
should be treated at par with other hermitresses of the kingdom. ] 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/30— 





UA Bg A VIS PY Hel T WHE! 

oft fora far a cet aie wey Borg! 111 

wed feu A pas af we Wa avg 

ay aR We ol 4 ae UA ag]! 21 I 

sae Mae- sae YANS | 

ame oe aa, A Nees Sill 
-AA Aga pè 4 yes Fa TNF | 

m A Raa gù saa wè frei 411 [7/30] 

















Verse no. 7/30—Hearing the anguished and mournful words of Sita, Laxman became 
highly and emotionally tormented and agitated; he could not say anything. He realised in 
his heart that the malicious creator has punished him viciously with great wrath (1). 

He thought to himself, ‘Alas! Even ‘disaffection’ would feel shy and ashamed at 
seeing my stern and emotionless heart, for my life has not departed from my body inspite 
of such a woeful sight.’ (2). 

(He was on the horns of a great dilemma). On the one hand, he was tied to Sita's 
(son-like) affections for him, and on the other hand there were the orders of Sri Ram. [He 
could not decide what to do. It was a Herculean task to leave Sita alone in a forest 
because she loved Laxman like her own son, while Sri Ram had clearly instructed him to 
go and leave her there, and then come back to Ayodhya.] In the end, he silently touched 
Sita's feet, got her blessings and advice, and exited from there with a heavy heart (to 
come back to Ayodhya) (3). 
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(He lamented—) ‘I had said most acrimonious and harsh words in abundance for 
my father who was full of love and affections for me. It is that sin which has rewarded 
me with this insurmountable sorrow and anguish, and it can be overcome (or alleviated, 
mitigated) only by tolerating it (with forbearance, fortitude and courage) (4).’ [7/30]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/3 1— 





w AA m ae oR oR ml 

od wy ww aR a ADA mA fT 

am fay a4, mwa fay A, A p qual 

gE ANA wea sga wa TI! 211 

eg S Rae ad, sg wal WEM 

aq se A afedl fea ea eet al! 31! 

wat dy wae oe aft fe of oer 

afe ə yas PA aA say Bal! 411 

Area GeR-Eras your et far as] 

ae gam om wen auf wgerai| 51! [7/31] 


























Verse no. 7/31—Once again, he repeatedly fell at her (Sita's) feet, and then left the place 
silently. He was submerged in remorse and so full of contrition and lamentation that he 
looked like a mere effigy (i.e. lifeless) wrapped in clothes while sitting on the chariot (on 
the way back to Ayodhya) (1). 

[He was full of remorse, contrition and lamented thoughtfully to himself—] 
‘Alas! I lived without food in the forest (during 14 year exile), and nothing (no harm) 
happened to me in the battle-field even though I had no armour to protect my body. Even 
when I was struck by the ‘Shakti’ (a especially powerful arrow shot at him by Meghnad), 
I survived—Hanuman had brought the medicine to revive me. But now I regret it. [That 
is, it would have been better if I had died then because I would not have had to face this 
most unpleasant and ignominious task of abandoning Sita in the forest that I am being 
forced to do now. Why did I survive?] (2). 

I was the cause for Sita's abduction (or rather, it was my negligence or anger at 
Sita's provocative words that I left her alone so that Ravana could abduct her). And today, 
I have become instrumental in sending her to exile. Oh creator! Even my favourable time 
was forced to convert itself into your vicious wrath. [This is why, though I've always 
stuck to righteousness and had staunchly followed every word of Lord Sri Ram, I've been 
made a scapegoat and most ignominious at being instrumental in all the horrific torments 
that Sita has had to undergo in her life. First she was abducted by Ravana because I left 
her alone in the hermitage when Lord Ram had gone behind the golden deer, and now it 
is me who has to leave her alone in the forest. Oh God, what sin did I commit that you 
had chosen me to be instrument that causes all the problems of Sita? Why are you making 
me an escape-goat for the purpose of fulfilling your own plan?] (3). 
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Alas! The most glorious Jatau (the vulture) had left his mortal coil (i.e. had died) 
in the battle-field trying to free Sita (from the clutches of Ravana), and here I am, putting 
her to exile in the forest voluntarily, and as is my wont (i.e. as I've always been doing), I 
am returning to Ayodhya empty-handed (4). 

It appears that the stern and malicious creator has created me to do all the 
detestable, ignoble, repulsive, reprehensible and infamous deeds (and that is why he has 
made me so stern-hearted so that I can do it). Perhaps also, Sri Ram knows this secret 
(and hence he chose me to carry out such orders. Why, couldn't he have sent Bharat or 
Shatrughan to do this dirty and most ignoble job; why did he select me?) (5).’ [7/31]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/32— 


JA la AR ang d sree fara STP 
pad pe-e, PIA AA, PENA 111 
WRN g-a, IY A, q gia | 

Wee a aa, aS aa AA A A 112 

fa gA pa Ra A-A RA | 
araia aR frat eae FA ATT 113 

vals orate yR ae faen a-a | 

yaa- sare feat fea, afar, atafed-erhst 114 
TG -aTa-feT aa His HAT AT PT | 

mef fA ga Ay Wee TEMP 115 [7/32] 


Verse no. 7/32—Sage Valmiki welcomed Sita with the warmth of a father and reassured 
her, saying, “Daughter! Think that you have arrived at your father's place, and stop 
lamenting and worrying at all for any kind of thing. You will soon get happiness (1). 
Both your father and father-in-law are the most exalted among kings, the Supreme Lord 
himself is your husband, and you yourself are a mine of all virtues—seeing you in 
distress, one marvels at the deceptively uncertain and stern nature of Vidhata (the 
creator).’ (2). 

Then, Valmiki called Sita and advised her as he would have done to his own 
daughter, ‘Oh Sita! Serve the holy river Ganges which gives salvation to even lazy 
people (because it is believed that by taking a dip in the holy water, a person absolves 
himself of all sins which would have otherwise needed lots of penances, fire-sacrifices, 
rituals, etc.). In the morning, after taking your bath, worship the Vat-Tree (Banyan Tree). 
Oh Goddess! You'll be blessed with sons by doing so. You shall find greater 
encouragement with the passage of time, and all your malign stars would abet gradually.’ 
(4). 

Tulsidas says after that Valmiki consoled her and kept her mind diverted from her 
sorrows by narrating many thoughtful, inspiring and interesting stories. This resulted in 
alleviating Sita's distress a great deal (5). [7/32] 
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Geetawali: Verse no. 7/33— 





wad GAT Yel OPER ARIF STs | 

TA, we, at flat dad, Soa ATAATA 

PRe Ye UA eld, wed aft AAPS | 

hey, wo ser we YM Avs! 211 

Wad AS, | ARTA | 

gR y-a Rewa Awm ae EII 

wa A agga Ra, aN woh aA gE 

Ma yA aan meN aA À ANIA 

Ae AA RAe Raoa Aa faa aris! 

wm RA Na gee a4, gorl pè PA mg11 511 [7/33] 





























Verse no. 7/33—Ever since Sita has made her dwelling at sage Valmiki's hermitage, the 
sky, water and earth—all have become clear and bestow (provide) all types of 
auspiciousness, well-being and welfare (1). 

Dried trees have become green and are laden (blossoming, blooming) with large 
quantities of sweet and succulent flowers and fruits, while different varieties of edible 
roots, stems and sprouts put to shame even Amrit (the sweet elixir of life) by their taste 
(2). 

Fragrant breeze, swans/goose, black/bumble-bees, peacocks and cuckoos in their 
multitudes, as well as happy deer (animals) and birds of all varities have all abandoned 
their inherent mutual animosities, and instead they roam about the place playfully and in 
a friendly manner (3). 

The sun is favourable during the day time (i.e. it is never too hot), while the moon 
looks pleasing and appealing to the women during the night. When Sita hears all this 
from her companions (i.e. the other ladies residing in the hermitage as well as the 
surrounding villages and hamlets, and other forest-dwelling tribal women), she becomes 
delighted and praise them (4). 

The forest is so exuberant with joyous, delightful and happy tidings that are full of 
auspiciousness that it seems to steal (enchant, captivate, enthrall, enrapture) the mind. But 
is the forest joyful and a provider of peace and comfort for Sita without Sri Ram? This is 
a question that cannot be answered by Tulsidas (i.e. it is doubtful). [How can Tulsidas say 
that Sita is happy and enjoying her days in the forest without Sri Ram, though the 
pleasant surroundings have made her stay as comfortable as they could possibly can. 
Internally she is being burnt by the fire and agony of separation. But at the same time, she 
is happy that she obeyed the Lord and helps him to carry out the divine mandate of the 
creator like a faithful and loyal wife should be doing even if she had stayed in the palace 
with him.] (5). [7/33]. 


Birth & Naming of Lav & Kush: Geetawali: Verse no. 7/34— 
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qa fea, qa ae, Atal Fad, oA YEE | 

Wd a Sal 8, Way Sci aE 111 

BT RIT GAT HK TSS FANT ISTE | 

FA, HA, SAA TS ASAT BS 112 
Afè Aar aè agea Ve fatter E | 

aif Prat Aar aÀ A A ga T 113 
ma-i- AR, gi A | 

piè a-da- aa-fed Fad eg 114 
fare Fafte-coraere ata forge ater | 

aed Sa, Report Het Aa SATs STATS 115 
Ges AA, Ye Gata, fra-que wae TEE | 
Wel Wa-ateanl Tear a ferad StS 116 [7/34] 


Verse no. 7/34—Sri Janki (Sita) gave birth to two sons on an auspicious day, auspicious 
time, and auspicious celestial configuration of stars and planets (Nakshatra and Lagna). 
The wives of hermits began to sing carols at that moment (1). The Gods, being extremely 
joyous, played their musical instruments and showered flowers, and happiness spread 
over the entire world, forest and hermitages (2). 

By chance, Shatrughan came to that hermitage that night for a halt (during his 
regular journey through the different areas of the kingdom). Having seen the happy event, 
he took leave of the sage Valmiki and left (3). The wives and daughters of the hermits 
served Sita with more dedication and attention than her own mother, aunt, mother-in-law 
and sisters would have done (4). 

Sage Valmiki called all the Brahmins (hermits and sages), and honoured them all 
according to the present situation (like Sita’s own father and father-in-law would have 
done). All said that the blessings of the sage Valmiki have taken a personified form (in 
the form of two beautiful sons of Lord Ram) (5). 

Tulsidas says that although Sita gets all affection and love from the (fatherly) sage 
Valmiki and two adorable sons (Lav-Kush), she is unable to remove the thorn of Lord 
Ram's separation from her heart (6). [7/34]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/35— 


HAR FR oat ales arecant Ste | 

oA-TeH Ufeas aT, aay ae A 1 

ATH GSAT Ie TEM HAT 

A Be RTT HLT FAST AST SAA 112 

are crete, Hele HRE Tat Ga ST SAA | 
W4-faa-Ga, W-stwe, Shad, stare Weifa 113 

Pree orer-ferate erat Sra ara AR | 

fra-afta fira-fera-Fadtt ferac fra fea-sifer 114 [7/35] 


339 


Verse no. 7/35—Sage Valmiki performed the children's Chatti ceremony (rites on the 6th 
day of birth) and Barahi ceremony (rites on the 12th day of birth)*. He adorned the 
assembled hermits and sages with suitable hermit-like clothes (robes), and satisfied them 
affectionately (1). 

[*In Chatti, some sweet dish, generally a milk-rice pudding is made and 
distributed among all the near and dear ones as a mark of celebration; in Barahi, almost a 
similar ritual is repeated, with some extra snacks thrown-in for good measure; also some 
religious books/scriptures are recited to invoke the Gods to bless the child]. 

Sage Valmiki did all the various rites as sanctioned by the Vedas for a child from 
time to time after calling the community (of sages, hermits, saints) and making due 
preparations for it (2). 

While playing with the children, he used to say, “They will indeed rule over the 
whole world.’ These two children are, first, the sons of Lord Ram, and second, are 
bestowed with the sage's blessings. Therefore it was right and expected of them that they 
would become as famous as their exalted father Lord Ram, and everyone believed so (3). 

Tulsidas says, ‘Sita's days were passed watching pranks and playful gestures and 
activities of the children, but internally the mind as a painter continued to paint the story 
of Lord Ram on the stone of love and affection in the heart of Sita (4).’ [7/35]. 


Geetawali: Verse no. 7/36— 


Ter Hea & fret Alt-A SIS ATE | 

ay ca-e -AA stent Gees 111 

aa gA gA- act, a ot oT | 

Ga Gerd J1- aea AA 112 
FO-Yq-FAA-ASA, T-A ASE | 

FAA, HUA, Y-A AT FAS 113 

oat faa fra-fare geet, gA -10 TE | 

std qa Shard Grad feet Sal apars 114 [7/36] 


Verse no. 7/36—Sita's two sons move about the forest playing happily. Their names are 
Lav and Kush. They are as handsome, magnificent and lovely as Sri Ram and Sita (1). 
When sage Valmiki gave them toys suitable for hermitage boys, they playfully hide them; 
they join many boys and play the games played by princes (2). They create King-like 
ornaments, clothes, vehicles and other royal paraphernalia, besides arms such as shield, 
body-armour, sword, arrows, bows and quiver (3). 

Tulsidas says, “Sita is extremely contrite, sorrowful and distraught at the separation 
from her husband (Lord Ram), but at the same time her agonies are somewhat alleviated 
and overcome when she sees the two lovely sons (of Lord Ram) staying with her. She 
derives some semblance of comfort, peace and solace from this fact much like a sprinkle 
of water helps the froth heaving and spilling over from boiling milk to subside. [When 
her heart is about to boil over with sorrow and pain of separation, the sight of the two 
children gives her peace, emotional support, solace and courage.] (4). [7/36]” 
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In Valmiki Ramayan, 7/66/1-8, details of the Birth and Naming of Ram's two sons 
appear as follows:- 


ara Ul Ser: Torrrent Safer. 1 aT Tes Shee Hea SHA LL 1 TASES ART 
HAERA: 1 aredtes: rear: Saran was IAL L211 TT TTA ST GAT SSAA || Tc Tatt 
Feds: He ToT 113.11 aot aaa ror Fels: SIT | TPIS Say Feta 
141 (STF Tr SST SaRt ST HAT 11 ted arena tert ener, 115 11 Peas 
aa da g a Ra: areas: saat oat wat Gof 116 11 Feta: YaST a: B Beach: 
|| Parsee Tad HM SCT AT ALT i are Tera rst BAAS: 11 PLATS Aa 
serrata FF AMA: 11811 [Valmiki Ramayan, 7/66/1-8.] 


“Sita gave birth to two sons during the night when Shatrughan stayed in the 
hermitage in a thatched hut (1). The disciples of the sage came at mid night and informed 
Valmiki of the birth of the 2 sons (2), ‘Oh Lord, Lord Ram's wife has given birth to 2 
sons, please bless them and protect them (3).’ 

Hearing their words, Valmiki started for the place where the children were born (4), 
saw the 2 moon like beautiful sons and protected them against evil spirits by casting a 
charm (5). 

Then he took a fistful of Kush grass (a reed) and divided the tuft into two halves 
from the middle (6). The son, who was sprinkled by sanctified water (baptized) first, 
using the upper half of the Kush grass, was called Kush (7). The other son, who was 
blessed (baptized) by the lower, root bearing part of Kush grass was called Lav (Lav = 
root) (8). [Valmiki Ramayan, 7/66/1-8] 


[Note—'Traditionally, Lav is regarded as the elder son while Kush as the younger 
son—for the simple reason that Lav’s name comes first. But careful analysis of 
Valmiki's Ramayan as narrated above shows that Kush was baptised first and Lav 
after him. Valmiki could not have committed such a glaring error of baptising the 
younger son first instead of the elder. Though Lav was born (emerged into this 
world from his mother's womb) prior to Kush, the actual conception was in the 
reverse order. And sage Valmiki who was an expert, wise and enlightened person 
could understand the intricate biological phenomenon involved and decided to 
baptise Kush first, making him the biologically elder brother. But traditionally 
and customarily, Lav was regarded as the elder brother. 

*From the moment the thought that now he has to live his father's role till the 
time he disclosed this to Sita that it is in-appropriate that she stay with him any 
longer, Lord Ram spent each moment showing love and affections to Sita as per 
the sanctions of Vedas and customs of the society (Geetawali 7/26/1) because 'Sri 
Ram and Sita understood each other well and their most pure love is being sung 
by Tulsidas within sanctioned limits of 'Maryada' (decorum, sanctioned code of 
propriety, etiquette)’ [7/25/6]. 

Thereafter, Lord Ram was hesitant to abandon her because she was pregnant 
[7/26/2]. This, coupled with the fact that Valmiki reassured Sita on her arrival at 
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his hermitage 'you should worship Vat Tree, bathe in Ganges etc., so that soon 
you'll be blessed by two sons." [7/32/3-4]—from this narration it appears that in 
all probabilities, Sita's two sons were conceived during the period when the 
thought occurred in Lord Ram's mind that he ought to leave Sita and when he 
actually told her his intention.”’] 


The night that erst no name had worn, to it a happy name is given; for in that stable lay 
new-born the peaceful Prince of Earth and Heaven, in the solemn midnight centuries 
ago. [A Christmas Hymn] 


Chapter 11 


The Reign of Lord Ram as King of Ayodhya 


{Tulsidas has described the reign of Lord Ram as one of being exemplary peace and 
happiness. There was prosperity and plentifulness everwhere, and the citizens were 
righteous and law-abiding. Now we shall quote from his classical narration to read how it 
was. } 


Ram Charit Manas: 


TH UST FS Fein | Ses Ae AT Te AAT 17 

FAS TAT Hl TA HIE | TH Hay fasAAT Vs 118 [7/20/7-8] 
qe- Ta fret fst ae Pe ae Ve TT | 

aaf War wate Gate ae 7a GH TT 11 [Doha 7/20.] 

ten fae afte at | wa ae ale Gree =r 1 

ae a Hele TE Me | eats caer Pra aft ATT 1 12 

TRS OT TH SPT ATT | OR TST AIS ST ATT 113 

UA Wife TI AL Be ANT | Bee TA Ta safe 114 

ergy ate Hats UT | a Ya Ha ferest BAT 115 

afé ahs ais Gat a Sat | ale Bis gA a BA SIT 116 

ae fray SAT Tat | aR Ste AR Ge a TAT 117 

aa TAA Sd Fs IMT | Aes Hers aS HIS FAT 118 [7/21/1-8] 
Te UA ST TT Ge Wa TT Te | 
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ale SH PAA WA Hd FE wee ae 11 [Doha 7/21.] 


Lord Ram's installation on the throne brought end to all woes, and it spread of joy in all 
the three worlds (Trilok) (7). 

Lord Ram's glory overcame all disharmony and enmity everywhere (8) [7/20/7-8]. 

The people followed the path of Vedas, enjoyed happiness, did their assigned duties 
according to their status in society; they knew no fear, disease, grief or sorrow [Doha 
7/20]. 

No one suffered affliction of any kind (Daihik—bodily, Daivik—coming from 
supernatural elements, and Bhautik—coming from other animals or creatures or from 
natural causes) in the kingdom of Lord Ram (1). All loved each other; there was an all- 
encompassing goodwill, and people followed the precepts of the Vedas (2). Dharma 
(righteouness, probity and propriety) with its four pillars of Truth, Purity, Compassion 
and Charity ruled everywhere; no one even dreamt of sin or vices (3). Men and women 
worshipped Ram faithfuly, and were fit for the final salvation of their souls (4). There 
was no pre-mature death or suffering of any kind; all were healthy and cheerful; their 
character, deeds, actions, behaviour and thoughts were all righteous and auspicious (5). 
There was no dearth of anything, nor was there a hint of poverty; there were no destitutes, 
miserable, wretched, or stupid people (6). All were virtuous, pious, learned, clever, 
meritorious and accomplished, and there was no deceit, corruption and lies anywhere (8). 
[7/21/1-8]. 

Whether animate or in-animate, no one suffered due to time, past deeds, 
temperament or character or qualities (or the lack of it) [Doha 7/21]. 


ay Set GER Ae | Ua TT Teas BATT 11 | 

Aas Sch TH ht A, | AS MYA HEH TST As ATT 112 

Ot feat GAs HY kt | es Aa Sa TAT 113 

ais fen wire fare ort | fe we aR freed it Att 114 

US GM A Het FES cher | Hele Her APIs see 115 

TH UST AX GS Sted | a I Aes HATS AUT 116 

WF SAK GI R SAA | AA TA AAR RÅ 117 

UAAR Sa Ut GT AML | À A aa A A RAA 118 [7/22/1-8] 
ae ds rs HR He SS Ach FoI GATT | 

shag Fafe Fiat ste Weds H UT 11 [Doha 7/22.] 


Lord Ram's domain spread across the entire world girdled by the seven oceans, (i.e. the 
entire globe) (1). No wonder this, because the macrocosmic form of the Lord has entire 
Universes as hairs in his cosmic body (2). 

Considering the greatness and infinite vastness of the macrocosmic Lord's body (in 
which form he is known as the ‘Hiranyagarbha’), it is actually disparaging and insulting 
for the Supreme Lord when one talks about Him in the worldly form of one having a 
physical body with its limitations and grossness (3). Those who have realised the true 
nature of the Lord (as above), find fondness and taste for the life story as narrated here 
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(4). One can enjoy the exploits of Lord Ram's physical and visible form only when he 
considers them to be playfull acts of Hiranyagarbha, the Supreme Being, as described 
above—this is the true wisdom of sages and realised men. [Those who are enlightened 
and wise realise that it is easier to concentrate the mind on the physical form of the Lord 
that is visible and understandable rather than contemplating upon his cosmic form that is 
invisible and too abstract for comprehension.] (5). 

Even the Serpent-God (Sheshnath) and the Goddess of learning (Saraswati) can't 
fully describe the goodness of Lord Ram's reign (6). All people were generous and 
benevolent like their Lord. They respected the learned and elderly Brahmins (7). 

There was universal monogamy, and the wives were devoted and loyal to their 
husbands in words, deeds and thoughts (8). [7/22/1-8] 

"‘Danda' (stick, staff, cane) was seen in the hands of ascetic and recluses only (i.e. it 
was never used to punish anyone). 'Bheda' (dissension, variety, difference of opinion) 
was used only in dance parties and intellectual debates (i.e. rift, deceit, cunning, 
dissension was never used by people against each other). And the word 'Conquer' was 
used only with refernce to mind, thought and the sense organs (and not against other 
kingdoms or lands). [Doha 7/22]. 


Hele wee Fal Te HA | Tele Uh GT TS Ga | 
GT WT Fest ae ANE | Tahes RER Mi TST 112 
pote GT HT aT Far | STA aes aa Hels SAAT 113 
Ghat Safa vas oe Fat | sia safer ot afer waar 114 
ae fares AMT ey aaa | Aaa sy Ta Ma 115 
Ue GIs Gal TS AH | Fat As HAST sh HEA 116 
wret Pits fatete Att GMT | TST YO ST STAT 117 
aRar aaa Fete K INT | Stel AAA Fale FHT 118 
APR fast ACSTal Teel | SHS LH aefa R cree 119 
mA Fhe Tact TSM | sas Waa ea feat fsa 1110 [7/23/1-10] 
aie fay ate pra eit oo Sia TT 
art ate fe Set WHAS & Tt |! [Doha 7/23.] 


Trees were ever-green and bore fruits throughout the year in the forest (orchards). The 
lion and the elephant lived in harmony together as friends (though they are naturally 
inimical to each other) (1). 

All the birds and the beasts of all description had forgotten inherent animosities, and 
had developed goodwill and friendliness towards each other, and for one and all (2). They 
moved in the forest fearlessly and cheerfully, making merry and enjoying peace and 
tranquility (3). 

The air was soft, cool and fragrant; bees moved laden with honey (4). Creepers and 
trees oozed honey when asked for it; cows yielded abundant milk (5). The earth was 
covered with high-yield crops; even in Treta Yug, it appeared to be Sata Yug (6). The 
mountains looked like mines of jewels (7), every river had crystal clear, life-sustaining 
water which was cool, pleasant, tasteful (8). The oceans kept within their bounds and 
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threw the sea—jewels (shells etc.) on the shore for men's use (9). Ponds were covered with 
lotus flowers (10). [7/23/1-10]. 

The moon covered the earth with its soothing light, while the sun shone as much as 
was required (i.e. there was no scorching heat even during the summer season). The 
clouds gave abundant rain (i.e. was no drought) [Doha 7/23]. 


Spiers TTA WY AS | SA Ste fears HE SS 11 
AfA wa ma i eR | Tare StS AT BAL 112 [7/24/1-2] 


Lord Ram performed many horse sacrifices and gave gifts to seekers (1). He was a 
defender of Vedic precepts, and a champion upholder of the laws of Dharma 
(righteousness, propriety, probity, ethics and morality). He was above the Satvic, the 
Rajsic, the Tamsic modes of mental states (2). [7/24/1-2]. 


Dohawali: Verse nos. 182-186— 


182. THUS Ted Fad 8s fat TER | 
WTA TT A AIT SS YAH TERA AM | 1 


During the reign of Sri Ram (at Ayodhya), all the citizens (men and women) were 
following their assigned righteous paths and looked glorious; there was no attachment, 
anger, faults and sorrows anywhere; the four fruits of Dharma, Artha, Kaam, Moksha 
were readily available. [182] 


183. UA IA HAI YE R A HRA YTA | 
ae Bere BRA aR aaa A AA | 1 


During the reign of Sri Ram, there was contentment and all-round happiness of all 
kind; all facilities were available both in the forest as well as in the household. The trees 
were like the celestial Kalpa tree, and the earth resembled the Kamdhenu cow (of the 
Gods) — both of them provided desired things and comfort. [183] 


184. A af fran aa Aar A YA | 
qei gae ARA Ha gA TA $ TAT | 1 
Tulsidas says that during the reign of Sri Ram, farming, labour, education, business, 


service, artistry and smithies, and all other types of vocation were like the Kalpa Tree- 
which provides beautiful fruits as desired. [184] 


185. de aAa m Fe Ge AH TT MT | 
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stag Fate frst ate Was UST I 


‘Danda' (a stick, staff, cane) was seen in the hands of ascetics and recluses only (i.e. 
it was never used to punish or injure anyone); 'Bheda’' (dissension, variety, differences of 
opinion) was used only in dance parties and intellectual debates (i.e. rift, deceit, cunning, 
dissension was never used by people against each other); and ‘conquer’ word was used 
only with reference to mind and thought (i.e. not against other kingdom or lands). Such 
was the reign of Sri Ram. [185] 


186. Ht Gra a Wa ae RRS en a a | 
erat watt Sift Ht Aft a TST I 


Tulsidas says that during the reign of Sri Ram, the custom of love and lovable behaviour 
had reached its zenith. As a result, no one bothered (paid any heed) if anyone became 
angry, nor was there any vengeance or retribution. Everyone did each others' work with 
affection and willingness and there was no sense of obligation. [186] 


Geetawali: Raag Sorath: Verse no. 7/1— 


Fad ISH TS TF IT SAC | 

Ufed diag 4S, HI Ge Yet wa Ve re | 
Aè P-R- pA, PIE- GIA- GATA | 

Te afta, ae cred, S4-aha-garer 112 

HATS Ae, He Te, SIT A AeA | 
RAR fe AS Gat, A APT FAT 113 
A-A-A, AT TTT TT ATCT | 
wH-fra-aah-Aet, WY, GS, caret 114 
q-a- Aa AE- -ATT | 

JAR A ga ag fa ga aa Aaa 115 [7/1] 


Verse no. 7/1—Lord Ram became a King on his return from the forest. In his reign, all 
the 14 Bhuvans (i.e. the whole creation) became happy, and all the people lived happily 
everywhere, at all times and in every possible way (1). All types of sins, distress, bad 
behaviour, evil character, deceit, corruption, un-righteous path, vices and viles were 
destroyed and eliminated, while poverty, extreme depravations, immorality, bad times 
etc. vanished from the scene (2). 

Earth became like it was a Kamdenu cow (a wish fulfilling cow of the Gods), trees 
became akin to the Kalpataru (the all wish fulfilling tree of the Gods), and ordinary 
stones became as beautiful and magnificent as if they were priceless gems. All the men 
and women were lucky and blessed with good fortune; they possessed good characters 
and noble virtues. They did deeds that were righteous and virtuous and beyond reproach 
(3). They all followed their respective Varnashram (duties according to their castes or 


346 


status in society); were as pure as swan in their words, thoughts and deeds; were devoted 
and faithful followers of Lord Ram and Sita; loved all and sundry; pure in character and 
deeds; healthy and courteous (4). 

Even the Gods, the Siddhas (persons of special powers and achievement) and the 
Dikpals (the guardians of the world) praised the kingdom and polity of Lord Ram. 
Tulsidas says that by remembering those qualities, the heart is overjoyed even today (5). 
[7/1]. 


Geetawali: Raag Sorath: Verse no. 7/24— 


qA IA Ut Wo WA TRAN | 

aa, Yo, ww fet wet AAAA 
a-a-a-a eat og dfs Wala 

gq eft maae fear Argfesr! 211 

Rd wa sasaa wT frou ve Ad 

Wea aed Wel, Ri wet seme AMI 311 

Ts Ui Vad ae ge ATI 

ag fo oR dg AoA AIAI [7/24] 























Verse no. 7/24—In this way, the King Lord Sri Ram, who is an expert in righteousness, 
propriety and probity, looks after his kingdom. [‘In this way’ means that in a way that 
makes his subjects happy, contented and well looked after so much so that even the Gods 
feel envious of them. ] 

That most righteous, noble and courteous gentleman (Sri Ram) is always alert 
(vigilant towards his responsibilities), and he actively follows the established and 
sanctioned laws and regulations (1.e. the tenets as established by the Vedas) (1). 

The expert Lord Ram presided over the judgement given to the dog, the bird and 
the ascetic, while he slayed the low-caste to provide a new life to the son of a Brahmin 
(2). 

Like Bharat, the whole world has selfless affection and devotion for the Lord 
which gets renewed (enhanced) daily. Even as a fish wants fathomless water (and desires 
nothing else but water), so do everyone want Lord Ram (and nothing else) (3). 

Having described the reign and the kinghood of Lord Sri Ram (i.e. its glories, 
happy times, virtues etc.), the lowly and humble Tulsidas also asks for only one thing— 
that the Lord (Sri Ram) should accept him (as one of his own), and grant him (Tulsidas) 
the boon of having eternal devotion and affection of the purest kind for the Lord’s feet 
that are divine and holy (4). [7/24].” 


[Note—'These stories are narrated in ‘Anand Ramayan’ purported to have been 
written by sage Valmiki. 

(a) The story of the dog and the ascetic—This is narrated in Anand 
Ramayan’s Rajya Kand, Purvaardha (first half), verse nos. 1 to 49. Briefly it is as 
follows— Once, a dog wailed in front of Lord Ram’s palace. It was chased away 
by the guards for three consecutive days, but when the Lord heard the wailing on 
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the fourth day he sent Laxman to bring the dog to the royal court, and asked it the 
reason for its agony. The dog replied that an ascetic had broken its legs by hitting 
with a stone. Lord Ram summoned the ascetic and asked him why he had hit the 
poor creature. The ascetic replied that one afternoon he had collected some food 
by begging but this dog touched it, thereby polluting it. He was hungry, and so he 
became angry. So he threw a stone to chase away the dog, but unfortunately the 
stone hit the leg and it broke. 

The Lord told the ascetic that it was his fault to get angry at this poor creature 
who did not have the wisdom to know that it was not supposed to touch the 
ascetic’s food. Perhaps the dog was hungry too. But still it was not so big a crime 
that would incur such a severe punishment. So the culprit was the ascetic, and 
therefore he must bear the punishment. The Lord asked the dog what punishment 
it wished the ascetic be given. At this the dog requested that the ascetic be made 
an Abbot of a Shiva temple. Immediately, the ascetic was appointed as an Abbot 
and sent to head a Shiva temple with all the necessary pomp and circumstance. 

It was a most un-usual punishment, so the people who had assembled to watch 
the proceeding asked the Lord to explain. Lord Ram advised them to ask the dog 
himself. The clever dog replied that in its previous life he was an Abbot himself, 
and has become a dog in this life due to the sins an abbot commits. Therefore it is 
sure that this ascetic would become a dog in his next life, and suffer the horrors of 
such a life as I am subjected to. The dog meanwhile died and its soul attained 
liberation and deliverance by the grace of Lord Ram because during its last 
moments the dog had a divine Darshan (sight, view) of the Lord. The ascetic of 
course thought that that he was extremely lucky, and submerged headlong in 
enjoying the sensual pleasures of life. In the next birth he did become a dog and 
was subjected to immense horrors. 

The story of the bird revolves around a dispute between an owl and a vulture. 
It is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Rajya Kand, Purvaardha, verse nos. 123 to 141. 
Briefly this story is as follows—One day Lord Ram saw an owl and a vulture 
quarreling fiercely. The bone of contention was the nest on a mango tree. The owl 
said that the nest belonged to it because it had built it, and the vulture has illegally 
occupied it and is not vacating. The vulture claimed that the nest belonged to him 
because it was he who had built it, and the owl had illegally occupied it before he 
re-occupied the nest. 

The Lord asked them if they had any witness to prove who had actually built 
the nest. Both replied in the negative. So the Lord asked the owl—‘Tell me, when 
did you built the nest?’ The owl replied—‘Lord, I built it when this earth was 
created.’ 

The Lord asked the vulture the same question, and it replied—‘Lord, I built 
the nest on the mango tree when the earth was still submerged in water prior to its 
rising to the water’s surface.’ 

The Lord gave the following judgment—‘When the earth was still under 
water, where was the question of a mango tree, and upon what did it stand? The 
mango tree can’t stand on water. Obviously it is the vulture who is telling the lie.’ 
So the Lord punished the vulture by getting it hanged, and the nest was restored to 
the owl. 
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*The third story of a Brahmin’s son being revived from death also appears in 
Anand Ramayan, Rajya Kand, Purvaardha, verse nos. 50 to 120. Briefly it is as 
follows—Once, a Brahmin’s five year old son died. Both the parents came to the 
palace gates of Lord Ram, grieving and wailing. When the Lord asked them the 
reason they replied that some sort of wrong activities are going on in his kingdom, 
and since a king is responsible for everything that happens in his kingdom, the 
Lord cannot absolve himself from the negative consequences of such acts. When 
the king is marred by the taint of sin, the subjects suffer by way of pre-mature 
death, diseases, natural calamities etc. Now therefore, since the son has died due 
to the king’s share of sins, if the Lord does not do anything to revive the dead son, 
the parents threatened to die also, and then the Lord Ram would be squarely 
responsible for the horrendous consequences. 

The Lord assured the Brahmin that he would ensure that the dead son is 
revived, but till that time his dead body was put in a tub of oil to prevent 
decomposition. He even assured the Brahmin parents that if he is unable to revive 
the dead son then he will offer his own two sons, Lav and Kush to them as 
compensation. 

Lord Ram consulted his Guru Vashistha, and on his advice he mounted on the 
Pushpak plane to survey his kingdom and find out where any wrong is being 
done. During the inspection he was confronted with six more dead persons who 
had died before ripe age. One was a husband whose wife was wailing 
inconsolably, the second was the dead body of a Kshatriya living in a village 
called Madhupur, the third was that of a prostitute living in Prayag (Triveni; 
Allahabad), the fourth was that of an oil merchant from Hastinapur, the fifth was 
that of a daughter-in-law of an ironsmith of Haridwar, and the sixth was that of a 
daughter of a woman tanner or cobbler. All the corpses were kept in oil at 
Ayodhya till the Lord returned. 

Meanwhile, the Lord saw at a place that a Shudra (a low caste man) was 
performing severe penances by hanging upside down from a tree over a fire on the 
ground and inhaling smoke. This man wished to attain liberation and deliverance, 
and so he was doing severe form of Tapa. The Lord intervened and said that a 
Shudra is not supposed to do Tapa because his duty is to serve the society and if 
he does it diligently then it is equivalent to doing severe Tapa for him. He had 
violated the sanctified way of code of conduct proclaimed by the Vedas, and since 
it was a violation of the edict of the scripture it was indeed a sin and a wrongful 
conduct. It was this wrongful act of his that violated the sanctions of the Vedas 
which indirectly created a situation when unwarranted deaths and grieving 
overcame the kingdom of Ayodhya. 

The Shudra asked the Lord to give him an easy means to attain liberation and 
deliverance of his soul if he is not supposed to do Tapa. Seeing that the soul of the 
Shudra had all the right to attain its emancipation and salvation though it was not 
supposed to do Tapa, the Lord provided him a simple key—‘My holy name 
‘RAM? is the easiest way for obtaining spiritual liberation and deliverance. So 
repeat it, and you shall get your desired destination. But since your act that 
violates the sanction of the Vedas has brought misfortune to my kingdom and 
others are suffering due to it, I must punish you by killing you. Concentrate your 
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mind upon my divine Name ‘RAM’, and though you have to die now you will 
definitely find emancipation and salvation for yourself. When you die at my 
hands, you will go straight to my abode in the heaven, the divine abode of Lord 
Vishnu which is called Vaikunth.’ Thus, the Shudra found the heavenly abode of 
the Supreme Lord very easily. 

As soon as this Shudra was punished by the Lord by way of killing him, all 
the dead persons—including the Brahmin’s son—were revived because the sin of 
violating the sanctions of the scriptures had been eliminated. ] 


It ought to be noted here that saint Tulsidas has concluded his narration of the divine 
story of Lord Ram’s worldy activities and deeds at this point. He does not go any further 
than the point of birth of Lav and Kush, the two sons of Lord Ram. The reason is that for 
this great saint, Lord Ram was the essence and soul of ‘life’ in this world. As long as 
there is life on this earth, Lord Ram is here. Just like the case of a body not surviving 
without a soul and a heart, for Tulsidas everything is lost and life loses its meaning 
without his beloved ‘Ram’. He was not writing history—that sage Valmiki had already 
done in his own version of Lord Ram’s story well known as the Ramayana. He was not 
writing metaphysical philosophy—that sage Veda Vyas had already done in the 
Adhyatma Ramayan. 

He was in fact singing the song of his devoted heart, the song that came directly 
from the deep recesses of this blessed soul, and he just could not imagine that the object 
of his adoration, his devotion, his worship and his dedication, Lord Ram, would leave 
him alone in this world. For him, his Lord Ram is an eternal Being, a Divine Lord who is 
eternal and omnipresent. Tulsidas was worshipping his holy Deity, his divine Lord who 
was the beloved of his soul, the essence of his being and soul of his life by singing the 
Lord’s glory in the best way he could. 

When we examine the philosophy of the Upanishads closely and understand their 
essence, we find that the Supreme Being is an eternal Divinity that does not die or end. 
There is no corner of this creation where the Supreme Being, the cosmic Consciousness, 
is not present. So how is it possible that Lord Ram, who is but a manifestation of the 
Supreme Being, who is the supreme Atma—the Parmatma—personified, could be present 
in this world now and leave it at some future date? 

No one would wish that his beloved should leave him alone in this world by 
leaving this world himself (or dying), and so true to his vow of being totally committed to 
Lord Ram and having nothing to do with anything or anyone other than Ram, Tulsidas 
made the Lord eternal, truly immortal and everlasting by putting him on the throne of 
Ayodhya, and letting him be there for eternity by closing the narrative at this point! 

Since we are hearing the story of Lord Ram from the mouth and in the language 
of Tulsidas by way of his immortal writings, we shall pay our gratitude to him and 
express our solidarity with him by rejoicing ourselves in the kingdom of Lord Ram 
symbolized by our daily lives, and pay obeisance to the Lord as he sits divinely on the 
throne symbolized by our hearts. 

Like Tulsidas, our lives would be one big celebration and one huge festival if we 
surrender ourselves to Lord Ram and begin to love the Lord and have devotion for him. 
The greatest song that even a lay person can sing is the sweet name ‘RAM’ of the Lord, 
and the greatest music is the ecstasy that would come with the chanting of this holy 
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Name. The exhilaration of the heart and the mind that accompanies this state of being is 
like being drowned and getting soaked in an ocean of Amrit, the nectar of eternal 
contentedness, peace, happiness and bliss. 

If this is achieved, the reading of this divine story is fruitful. 


Chapter 12 


The Abode of Lord Ram 


{In this Chapter we shall see where Lord Ram symbolically resides. } 


Ram Charit Manas: 2/128/4—2/132/1 


Sage Valmiki told Lord Ram, on his request, the various places where the Lord should 
reside. Looking at all the places described as being the abode of Ram, we come to the 
conclusion that they represent epitomes of devotion, spiritualism, righteousness, ethics 
and probity. No doubt then that those who seek the Lord at these places are led down the 
good path towards righteous and noble living. These indicative places are our guide to 
leading a noble and virtuous life, because when we seek God at these places, we tend to 
constantly remind ourselves that God does not live in an impure, unholy, vicious, 
corrupted and deceitful environ. It is a sort of ‘elimination process’ whereby we exclude 
all the places which are dark, un-righteous, devoid of good and probity because God — 
who is pure and splendorous like the sun which lightens the world — cannot dwell in 
spiritual darkness, deceit and ignorance. 


fares È gaT BYR TAT | HM Tree BAT GR AAT 114 

nÈ MRAR | fers & fea Te Hs Te BE 115 

Cas ate fos HR US | Tels TTA Te SPAT 116 
Praxfé afta fay a art 1 wo fig ster ate Geant 117 

AE h Fea Ved Gaara | THE ay fla Ges WAH 118 [2/128/4-8] 


Sage Valmiki advised Lord Ram as follows :- 

“Your abode shall be the heart of those whose ears are like oceans which never get 
filled even though numerous streams representing various versions of your divine stories 
keep pouring into them (4-5). 
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Your abode shall be the heart of those who constantly wish to see you (always 
concentrate and have their mind fixed on your thought) just like the Chakor bird which 
gazes at the rain-bearing cloud and its beauty, while scorning at other sources of water 
such as the ocean, the river and the lakes (6-8).’ [2/128/4-8] 


Al- SE JER MAA Ana EAA SeT Y | 
HAEA WA WA FAs UA ae A TY 11 [Doha 2/128.] 


‘You should make your abode in the heart of those whose swan-like tongue picks up your 
virtues which are like pearls in the pristine pure lake known as Mansarovar which 
symbolizes your fame.’ [Doha 2/128]. 


WY Ware Bhs GAT Ga | Ae SY eres fla AAT 11 

Pele frafed ator axel | TY Was Ve YT aT 1 12 

te aafé a Te fas cet 1 site ARa aR aaa RAR 113 

ot frat pete TA Ue Gor | Ta ae eee ae ST 114 

Tet UF aka afer sre | Ts Tag fees SH Fa ATT 115 
Fag fad safe Gent | yote Gee afed Ran 116 

aaa STH até fate ara | fay Sais @fé 3g SAT 117 

qe q afaa RR fore ott | Genet ret Gates TAA 118 [2/129/1-8] 


‘Oh Lord Ram! Live in the thoughts and mind of those whose nose inhales the sacred 
fragrance of flowers etc. that are offered to their Lord (i.e. yourself) during worship (1); 
who eat only after offering the food to you first, and accept their clothes and ornaments 
after first offering them to you, and as a token of your divine grace upon them (2); who 
bow their heads in reverence and submission before their elders, teachers and Gods (3); 
who worship Ram's holy feet daily, and who rely on no one else except Ram (4); and 
who regard the holy feet of Ram as the embodiment and culmination of all pilgrimages 
(5). 

Lord Ram! Live in the heart of those who chant the most holy, the most sacred and 
the best of all the Mantras in the form of your holy Name, i.e. RAM, and who worship 
you along with their kin (6); who do penances, offer oblations to the sacred fire in various 
ways, offer food to the enlightened ones (wise ones—here called Brahamins), and make 
various charities (7); and those who give their Guru (moral preceptor; wise spiritual 
teacher) more regard than even to you (i.e. who have greater respect for their elders 
because it is they who have shown them the divine path leading to Lord Ram) (8).’ 
[2/129/1-8] 


Aal- ag, of AMS Uh Hel TA aA Ut SS | 
fire & Fa afeex gag fara ties GIS 11 [Doha 2/129.] 
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‘And, after having followed all the laws of righteous and noble conduct as prescribed by 
the scriptures, those who ask for only one fruit or reward for all their auspicious 
endeavours, the fruit of having devotion in your holy feet—Oh Lord Ram, you should 
reside in their heart.’ [Doha 2/129.] 


STF SHS AS A AT ATS | NT TT AT aT AET | 1 

fare $ Hae ea ale Ara | fas ea THE TAT 112 

wa & fra wa & fecart | ge qe ata wee Me 113 

ete aes fre aaa frat | aT Grad Bs Tee 1 14 

Pelé ofs aft Gar art | wa aa firs ha ATE 115 

Saat OF safe TA | ry ore fare ci fers At 116 

ot Bale Te Hah SAH | sac Vif ox aa AAN 117 

Rre mw ge mR | fs H AT YA Hes GRR 118 [2/130/1-8] 


‘Oh Lord Ram! Stay in the heart of those who have no lust, anger, arrogance, hypocrisy, 
pride, greed, fraud or deceit, excitement of any kind, attractions or aversions—i.e. those 
who are of a pious and aupicipous nature, whose character is immaculate and holy, who 
remain calm, peaceful, unruffled and equitable under all circumstances, favourable or 
unfavourable, and who are untouched by worldy corruptions of any kind whatsoever (1- 
2). 

Again, oh Lord Ram, dwell in the heart of those who are friendly and amiable 
towards all, who are the beloved benefactor for others, who have exemplary virtue of 
equanimity so much so that they remain unruffleled and unmoved in opposing situations 
of sorrows and joys, who treat abuse and applause equally (3), who scrupulously speak 
the truth and always use polite words, who have surrendered themselves before you either 
while they are asleep or when they are awake (4), and who have you as their only support 
and succour in this world (5). 

Further, Lord Ram, those who treat all women as their own mother, other peoples' 
wealth as worse than poison (6), who are glad at prosperity and happiness of others and 
feel sorrow at their distress, pain and agony (7), and who love you more than their own 
lives—the mind of such people is an auspecious place for you to stay in (8).’ [2/130/1-8]. 


ae = taf wa Ag mg R Rre È Ha ge T | 
Ha HRR Aa $ aag Ma afa AS M |1 [Doha 2/130.] 


‘Oh Lord Ram! Stay in the 'mind-like-temple' of those for whom you are their only 
Lord, friend, father, mother, teacher—i.e. for whom you are the only relation that matters 
in this world, for whom you are the dearest of kin, the most gracious benefactor, the 
wisest of guide, and the only sustainer and protector.’ [Doha 2/130.] 


aa aN aa H TA Tet | far Aa foa Hae Beet 11 
ate fags fare ag OMT eta | ER TS fers He A AAT 112 
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TA TER Aas fast are | Se Ba Gift Tre TAT 113 

wa ae fre arate Set | ae St ae MRT A 114 

wife mA oq ey aed | fra ofan Wer Gea 115 

WS ast Tete WE Si Te | aS H Tae WS TATE 16 

WY] RG ATA GAT | Te Tes Sw MR Gs TAT 117 

PA TET HT TST AT | aS Af ch SX ST 118 [2/131/1-8] 


‘Oh Lord Ram! You have a good abode in the mind of those who discard other's faults 
and pick up their goodness and virtues, who suffer for the cause of the wise ones and all 
humble creatures (here represented by the cows) (1), and who are well-versed in the laws 
of propriety, ethics and righteousness (2). 

Again, stay in the heart of those who attribute all good done by them as being done 
due to your grace, and hold themselves responsible for all the faults (i.e. who do not feel 
proud of good deeds, and instead remain humble), who have you as their only support 
and succour (3), and who love those who are your devotees (4). 

Further, oh Lord Ram, dwell in the heart of those who abandon all wordly 
attachments (religion, caste, wealth, fame, family and kin, residence and comfort etc.) 
and insteads attach themselves to your holy feet (by constantly remembering you instead 
of anything related to the mundane world) (5-6). 

Oh Lord Ram! Make a dewelling in the heart of those for whom heaven and hell, as 
well as freedom from the cycle of birth and death are the same in as much as they behold 
you (your divine presence) here, there and everywhere else. [It does not matter to them 
whether they live in heaven or in hell, whether they die or live—because you are 
everywhere to afford them your love and protection.]. Oh Lord Ram! Live in the heart of 
those who are your devoted, loyal and faithful servants by their action, deed, thought and 
speech (8).’ [2/131/1-8] 


Qel- SIR 1 ARA FIÈ HS TS VA Test AA | 
aag PRR ag FA St Use frst AE 11 [Doha 2/131.] 


‘Oh Lord Ram! Reside permanently in the mind of those who have no desire whatsoever, 
and instead have a natural and an inherent devotion and faith in you which forms an 
integral part of their entire being. Oh Ram! Such a holy and uncorrupt mind is deemed to 
be your own natural dwelling! [Doha 2/131.]’ 


we fatty Aira ToT SST | TTT AA TH AA ATT 11 [2/132/1] 


In this way, sage Valmiki showed Lord Ram many of the places where he can stay, and 
the Lord felt immensely satisfied with it [2/132/1]. 
To cap it all, here is the final verdict from Lord Shiva himself:- 


re eee fe SAS Mat | wy as TS Ber aS Act 
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ah teh FAT GAT DA We Mile F SAT 11 [1/185/3,5] 


‘The Lord manifests himself at all places where he is remembered with due devotion and 
love. 

Hari (Lord Ram) is all pervading. He manifests himself only by the power of love 
and devotion.’ [1/185/3,5] 


[Note : All the above serves as our practical guide to find Lord Ram, the cause 
and essence of all the creation, who is both Formless as well as Formed. The main 
thrust is on having the virtues of righteousness, probity, propriety, devotion, faith, 
love and purity of the highest order, and implementing them in one’s thought, 
deed, action, speech and heart. It’s quite obvious and logical that God, the 
Supreme Being, who is splendorous and dazzling like the celestial Sun cannot 
stay in darkness, ignorance and filth. 

Where there is light there cannot be darkness. In the heart where the Lord 
lives there cannot be any sort of dark taints and scars pertaining to this world. 
Such a heart has to be holy, pure, immaculate, divine and pious. Remember, the 
heart is where the ‘soul’, the Atma, lives, and the Atma is an image of the 
Supreme Atma of creation known as the ‘Parmatma’.] 
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SECTION 2 


The Glory of Lord Ram and His Divine Name 


{This section will be exclusively dedicated to highlighting the glory of Lord Ram and his 
divine Name. We shall select a wide swathe of verses from the writings of Tulsidas to 
present an exposition on this theme. For this purpose, verses from Ram Charit Manas, 
Dohawali, Kavitawali, Geetawali and Vinai Patrika are selected. To add more colour to 
this bouquet we shall select a verse from the Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, and from Ram 
Uttar Tapini Upanishad as well. } 


Section-2/Part-1 


Ram Charit Manas 


Baal Kand: 1/19/1-8 


aos TH m ae A g g RR A L 
fara eR ama a aS aa I aM ATI 211 


Tera vig WIT g p Feld èg SIRI 311 


AEA OG SIT TAS | FA OPS AT aT 4 
m ARPA m Fag) was BS BL Berar FAT S11 
aed a ae ah fe art) a og a a wart 611 
gA eg at ex a ar fea ae fea a A aT 71 
aM 94S AM fees Aer Gere He eS AAT TI BAI 


I pay my respects to Lord Ram's Name which has the seed letters of the three gods 
viz. (1) 'Ra' for the Fire-God, (2) 'A' for the Sun God and (3) 'Ma' for the Moon God. [1] 

It repersents Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the sustainer) and Shiva (the destroyer), 
and is the essence of the Vedas. It is without qualifications, peerless, and an eternal 
source or fount of all auspicious virtues. [2] 

Lord Shiva repeats (chants) this great Mantra (a group of words used as a spiritual 
formula), and utters them in the right ears of a dying man at Kashi (Varanasi) to give him 
emancipation and salvation. [3] 

Lord Ganesh knows its glory, and it is for this reason (that he chants Ram's Name) 
that he is worshipped first in all religious ceremonies. [4] 

The ancient poet (Valmiki) knows the great effect of this holy Name because he 
attained purity by chanting this Name in the reverse order. [5] 
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On hearing from Lord Shiva that Ram's Name is equivalent to thousands of Names 
of other Gods and Godesses, Bhavani (Lord Shiva's consort) (decided to) chant this Holy 
Name along with Lord Shiva. [6] 

Lord Shiva was so happy at her decision (of chanting Ram's Name) that he made her 
the jewel among womenfolk as well as an in-divisible part of his own self. [7] 

Lord Shiva knows the great effect and the potency of the Name by the virtue 
(strength) of which the poison he drank became nectar for him. [8] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/19 


A0- ae Rg waist a sere RA Yara | 
TH AA a AA BT MV Aes ATA 


Tulsidas says that devotion to Lord Ram's Holy Name is like the rainy season and 
devotees are like paddy crop; the two syllables of the name ‘Ra’ and 'Ma' stand for the 
two months of Shravan and Bhadav which are very auspicious for the growth of paddy. 


Baal Kand: 1/20/1-8 


ANE AMT AMET aha TH facta ot fore aa Li 
Get Gat Gas as He | chee aS Tels ae ti 211 


Het FAA YT Oo ah Ws TEA TH ha geet Si 311 
THT THT Mier fer | sa sta wa BET Sart 411 


we ARPA ate gaa HT oes PTA ay ATA 511 
We Os set HHA fay oT fet eg fara fay GA 611 
eae as aH Et Ya Si HAS AY A Me IGM St TI 
oT AT AY Sot gH A vile Talia eft ec Au 811 


Both the letters of Ram's Name are sweet and beautiful as if they were the two eyes 
of the alphabets and the very life of devotees. [1] 

Easy to remember and delightlul for all, they give profit here and sustain in after-life. 
[2] 

They are good and delightful to speak, hear and remember; and are as dear to 
Tulsidas as Ram and Laxman themselves. [3] 

The two letters pronounced seperately lose their effect and significance just as 
Brahma (Supreme Reality) and Jiva (the soul) appear to be different entities but are 
essentially the same. [4] 

Like divine brothers Nara and Narayan, they sustain the universe/ world and 
particularly redeem the devotees. [5] 

They are like earrings that act as decorations for the maiden named Bhakti (a 
personified form of the virtue of devotion, dedication and submission to the Lord without 
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any conceit and pretensions). And are beneficial for the world like the untainted celestial 
bodies such as the sun and the moon. [6] 

They taste like nectar and have its qualities (i.e. these two letters of the Lord’s holy 
Name are liberating for the soul and a provider of immense joy to it). They support the 
earth like the divine Tortoise did (on its back at the time of the churning of the ocean by 
the Gods and the Demons), and the Serpent God (Sheshnath) does even today (by holding 
the earth on its hood). [7] 

For the devotees’ mind which is comparable to a lotus, they are like bees, whereas 
the tongue is like a plough (Haldhar) for the field (symbolized by the creature’s life). 
[Just like the field is made usable by the plough, repeating the Lord’s holy Name makes a 
man’s life worthwhile.] [8] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/20 


A0- wg BF Uh ARCH Ae TH Te Fs 
Geet wet A oe feed 4s 1 


Tulsidas says that the two letters of Lord Ram's Name (Ra and Ma) crown all the 
other alphabets of Hindi language—the former as an ‘umbrella’ and the latter as a 
‘crown-jewel’ (the 2 half-syllables Ref [° ] and Anuswar (the dot put on a letter in Hindi 
to give it the sound equivalent to the English letter M as in mum). 


Baal Kand: 1/21/1-8 


aga Ra m ae mÅ AA RAR oy aT LA 
m eT se ga A | aaa oe gars are 211 
Hl FS Ble HET ATI! YA IA AZ aaaele AG 11 311 
ease So A aaa | ST ae ATA PST 11 41 
ey free qe fay aM aed a Tt We Wear 1 S11 
grita aH ws fay ta | oat ea ate feat 11 61! 
aM SU et aa Hert | Aya Gas a Kiet aA 711 
aF A fra A Gare | SAT Vata age sat 11 81 


The Name and the Named (the person), though apparently appearing to be 
synonymous with each other because they refer to the same entity, are actually different 
from one another but very closely allied to each other just like a Master is to his servant, 
the Name being the Master and the Named as the servent (because when the name of a 
person is called out, he comes immediately like the case of a servent attending to his 
master’s command immediately). [1] 
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Name and Form are the two attributes of God—both are beyond words, without a 
beginning or and end, and could be understood with proper wisdom and enlightenment 
only. [2] 

It is wrong to call one or the other as being either big or small (superior or inferior). 
Only pious souls (Sadhus) will understand this secret after hearing and understanding 
their characteristics. [3] 

Forms are visible manifestations of the entity known by a particular name, and hence 
dependent on the name, for without the name one cannot know (visualise or think of) the 
form. [When we say a particular name, say that of our son, his picture immediately comes 
to our mind. Therefore, the image of the son is directly dependent upon his name.] [4] 

A person connot be identified and known without knowing his name though he may 
be in front of the eyes. [5] 

But if the name is remembered even without seeing the form in a physical plane, the 
latter flashes (appears) in the mind without special effort and even when one is not too 
fond of the person to whom the name belongs. [6] 

The mystery of the story of Name and Form connot be told. Though it is delightful 
and fascinating to understand their relationship, it is difficult to explain it. [That is, the 
relationship between the name and the form of the entity having that name is a complex 
one and it cannot be outlined by words; it has to be understood by the intelligent mind 
alone.] [7] 

The name is an intermediary between the all-pervading, invisible, cosmic, 
unqualified and attributeless Supreme Being and his qualified divine form which is 
visible and has attributes. The ‘name’ is like a clever interpretor revealing the truth of 
both. [8] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/21 


q0- WA AA Aad gs sie ted ae 
geet stat gee ST are RAR |1 


Tulsidas says that if you want light both inside and outside of yourself (i.e. 
knowledge of your own ‘truthful self known as the Atma on the one hand, and of the 
universal Truth known as the cosmic Self or the Parmatha), then you should keep the 
lamp of Ram's Name on the doorway/threshhold of your mouth (i.e. your lips). [That is, 
you should constantly chant the holy Name of the Lord with your tongue because it will 
enlighten your inner-self by cleansing it of all its spiritual impurities, thereby enabling 
you to experience the truth of the Atma within yourself and to acquire sufficient light of 
wisdom that would enable you to realise the Supreme Truth of existence in the form of 
the Parmatma. | 


Baal Kand: 1/22/1-8 


wa cite af ore srt o aA A a AÀ Li 
Frage aqvae a aaa saa A TST 211 
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aM wee TS Te TH aT oe a aA aw 11 3 11 
aa aT oof wa ae ae fe araeR Te 1 411 
wate AY od aNd at | cle Have ae Gant 1151 
TA We OT at TERT! BEd ARS aA vert 11 61! 
WET He AH AIT a oye AA ert 1 71 
We TT Fe Bar A os ater frais af om SoH 11 811 


Yogis (ascetics; mystics) who are full of dispassion and possess the eclectic virtue of 
exemplary detachment and renunciation, enjoy happiness and profound bliss because 
they chant Ram's Name with their tongue. [1] 

They are engrossed in contemplation and meditation on the supreme Brahm, and 
experience the bliss of Brahm-realisation. This Brahm cannot be described in words, is 
incomparable, nameless and formless. Therefore, the bliss of Brahm-realisation also 
cannot be described in words, and it is incomparable to anything else. [2] 

Those who want to know (discover) the Supreme Truth are able to do so by chanting 
Lord's divine Name by their tongue. [3] 

Seekers (of Supreme Truth) who are absorbed in contemplation, achieve superhuman 
mystical powers simply by repeating Lord's Name consistently with concentration, 
devotion and faith. [4] 

Greatly distressed devotees who chant Ram's holy Name are relieved of their distress 
and torments, and instead they become happy and contented. [5] 

There are four kind of Ram's devotees, and all of them are fortunate, virtuous, sinless 
and blessed. [The four types of devotees are the following—(1) Aarta or afflicted, (2) 
Jigyasu or a seeker of truth, (3) Artharthi or seeker of worldly riches and comforts, and 
(4) Gyani or one who has become realised and has obtained enlightenment.] [6] 

All the four are clever for they rely on Lord Ram's Name. But out of these four, a 
Gyani (the realised and enlightened one) is very dear to the Lord. [7] 

The glory and greatness of Ram's holy and divine Name is well known and well 
established in all the four Yuga (eras of time, such as the Satyug, Tretayug, Dwaparyug 
and Kaliyug), as well as in the four Vedas (Rig, Sam, Atharva, Yajur Veda). In Kaliyug 
especially, there is no other means of salvation. [8] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/22 


aO- Gat HAT SA F TA Wid Ta a 
art aoe fray a fered few aa AMI 


Those who have tasted the juice of Ram's devotion without hankering for any sort of 
desires are deemed to have made their mind into a fish which floats in the pond of nectar 
made of the lovable Name of the Lord. [That is, their mind thinks of nothing else except 
enjoying the nectar that drips by repeating the Lord’s holy Name. The ecstasy and thrill 
that comes with such repetition completely overwhelms them so much so that their 
condition becomes one like that of a fish which would die as soon as it is removed from 
water. | 
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Baal Kand: 1/23/1-8 


Oy WT ss Fa Fe l pA arms ore at LA 
A Ad as age as fee ae oT ot ge Pet gal 211 
ie Gor Gi oe TT at HES Tether sft SP AT st 3 1 
Ue Tet Saat TR Tah MAT a RAG 11 4 11 
STF a FT ETA aa di ees AY aS ga TA SS 
aT UH Ta ATs | at TIT AM Ta 11 61 
Ae TY ea aed afer) Gea sa oT a Fart 11 7 1 
ay et A tL ats Ted A Ale OT FH 81 


The Supreme Being has two aspects—one is attributeless (unqualified), and the other 
is one with attributes (qualified). The former is ‘Nirguna’, and the latter is known aas 
‘Sagun’. Both these forms are beyond words to describe; they are unreachable by the 
mind as they are fathomless, without a beginning and an end, and peerless. [1] 

In my (Tulsidas’) view, Ram's Name is greater and more powerful than both (i.e. it 
transcends both the Sagun and the Nirgun forms of the Lord). In the current era of 
Kaliyug it has established its authority and potential powers (as the most effective 
instrument that can provide a creature his liberation, deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation). [2] 

Elders should not take this assertion of mine as being a boastful sermon. What I'm 
saying is my Own conviction that comes out of my own personal experience; I have firm 
faith in what I say and my mind is convinced of its truth and authenticity. [3] 

The two aspects of God are akin to the two aspects of fire—one aspect of fire which 
is invisible and latent in wood (which is the Nirguna aspect), and the other which is 
visible (the Saguna aspect). This is the real wisdom of which the wise men talk about. [4] 

But the dilemma is that both are inaccessible to the (ordinary) seeker, whereas with 
this wisdom one can easily attain the Lord. Hence, I have called the Name of the Lord 
greater than the two aspects of God himself. [The formless aspect of the Lord is too 
abstract to be understood by an ordinary person and so the Lord goes out of his reach. 
The formed aspect of the Lord is limited to a specific era of time or place, and it is not 
possible for all to be physically present where the physical form of the Lord lives. But if 
one develops the wisdom that the Name of the Lord can be taken anywhere at any time 
and under any circumstance, and that the Name represents both the Nirgun Lord as well 
as the Sagun Lord, then the Lord becomes most easily accessible to him day and night.] 
[5] 

Brahm, the Supreme Being who is eternal, attributeless and unqualified, is all- 
pervading, universal and without a parallel. He is the supreme Truth, the pure 
Consciousness, and the center from where ‘bliss’ originates. [6] 

Even though such a pure God lives in everyone's heart as his Atma, the people of this 
world are still nonetheless miserable, wretched and unhappy (because they do not realise 
that the Lord who is a fount of bliss resides in their own heart and not outside 
somewhere). [7] 
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If Ram's divine Name is evaluated properly like a jeweller evalutes a gem, it would 
dawn upon the seeker that it is like a priceless piece of jewel which can act as a pennaca 
for all his worldly miseries and torments. [Just like a priceless piece of gem can make a 
man instantly wealthy and help him overcome all his financial difficulties, the name of 
the Lord can help him overcome all his worldly and spiritual problems and give him 
everlasting peace and happiness. But it can only happen when he realises its importance 
and value.] [8] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/23 


A0- Ro df we Att as A gas STII 
Hes TH aS TH X or fear agar 


Thus, in this way, the Lord's Name is far superior to the Supreme Nirguna God 
himself. Now, 1 shall tell you how Name is greater than the Divine incarnation of God as 
Ram (who is the Saguna God or a visible manifestation of the invisible Supreme Being). 
[That is, a comparison would be now made between the Sagun and the Nirgun aspects of 
the Supreme Being known as Brahm as well as the Parmatma. ] 


Baal Kand: 1/24/1-8 


TA Wd fed AT TT att ae Ge fee ay Gert 1 
ay OO AGG Aaa | Te Mile Fe AMT STAT 2 11 
TH SH age faa at 1 a ate Ga BA Gare! 3.11 
RA Ra w gaga sll aed GA Ye aire frst 411 
aed aT Se are sae! cag AA AA te fa ara SI 
AIS TH AY AT AL! Ha AF Ao AA FATT! 611 

dsp TY TY HS GT | AT A aaa A fe aT 7 II 
ARE Aa A gia ag aea pA pS ATI 8 II 


The Supreme Brahm (who is formless) assumed the form of Ram for the sake and 
benefit of his devotees, and he had to suffer a lot in order to make the pious ones happy. 
[1] 

On the other hand, even though unaware (unwittingly), devotees become the abode 
of happiness by chanting Ram's Name with love, devotion and dedication. [That is, 
though the Lord had to suffer hardship himself when he took a visible form as Lord Ram, 
the Lord’s divine Name is so powerful that all those who say it are freed from all sorts of 
sufferings and miseries.] [2] 

Lord Ram redeemed a single woman (a reference to Ahilya, the wife of sage Gautam 
who had turned into a stone due to a curse), but his holy divine Name corrected (liberated 
and delivered) millions of wicked souls (from their wickedness). [3] 
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To protect sage Viswamitra's Yagya (fire sacrifice), Lord Ram destroyed the 
demonic woman named Tadaka along with her son's army. [4] 

While Ram's Name destroys the devotee's vain hopes along with his faults and 
sorrows, like the (light of the) Sun destroys the darkness of night. [5] 

Lord Ram broke the bow of Lord Shiva, but his Name breaks the dread of rebirth of 
his devotees. [6] 

Lord Ram transformed only one inhospitable forest called Dandaka into one that was 
full of charm and beauty, whereas his divine Name has purified the minds of numerous 
devotees and made them glorious and praiseworth. [7] 

The son born in the Raghu Dynasty (Lord Ram) crushed only a handful of demons, 
but his powerful Name crushes all the sorrows, pains, miseries and torments during the 
era of Kali (which is rich in negativity and its accompanying pains and miseries). [8] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/24 


A0- aÅ N Gaara gA AFE TT | 
aM sat ad Ga se RART A TMI 


Lord Raghu-Nath (the Lord of king Raghu's dynasty; Lord Ram) gave immortality to 
only a few faithful servants such as Sabari (the low caste woman) and Giddha (a vulture 
called Jatau), whereas his holy Name has delivered (liberated and provided salvation and 
emancaption to) numerous wretches—a fact that is well known and lauded even by the 
Vedas which also sing its divine glory. 


Baal Kand: 1/25/1-8 


TH Gre ft chal Ta AS AM BY FGI 11! 
aM Wis aH Aa! cle se ae fate feats 211 

TA Ag HT Hey FMT Ag eg HY rE A ATI 311 
ay at Hahey Gael | Hee fears BT AA Ale 41 
TH Wage TA Cay ART! ae Aled oe Wy aT SI 
UH WY Aad WIT! Wat IA Ae AM I STI! 611 
aah GAA AY ait | fey AH Maer Ale Aq STH 711 
feet até TM FS ae | A Were Gra ae AT 11 81 


As is well known to all, Lord Ram gave refuse to and restored the kingdom of only 
two—one was Sugriva (the monkey king), and the other was Vibhishan (the brother of 
Ravana). [1] 

On the other hand, the Lord’s divine and holy Name has given succour and solace to 
numerous humble and poor souls (creatures). This Glory is established in the world as 
well as in the Vedas. [2] 
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Lord Ram collected an army of bears and monkeys, and took a lot of trouble to 
construct a bridge across the ocean (to crossover to Sri Lanka to fight and bring back Sita 
from the clutches of demon Ravana). [3] 

But mere pronouncing Lord's Name is enough to dry-up the ocean represented by all 
the entanglements of this mundane delusory world. So oh wise men, think this over in 
your mind and ponder over it. [4] 

Lord Ram killed Ravana and his entire clan (except Vivhishan), and then returned to 
his capital Ayodhya along with Sita. [5] 

He (then) became king of Ayodhya with Sita as the queen, while Gods and sages 
sung his praises and virtues in best of terms. [6] 

As compared to this, his servants (devotees) are able to conquer an army of faults 
and delusions (known as Maya) without exertion simply by remembering the Name of 
the Lord with love and devotion. [7] 

These devotees of the Lord roam around cheerfully and fearlessly, absorbed in the 
thoughts of the Lord and deeply immersed in the ocean of his devotion. By this they 
derive immense joy and happiness. They are not worried about anything even in their 
dreams, thanks to the glory and the grace of Lord Ram's holy Name. [8] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/25 


aO- sa UA Ñ Tg S n a N AN | 
Waa ma AR m Ra ma RA N 


The Name of Lord Ram is greater and superior than Brahm (the Absolute and 
Supreme Being) himself, and it bestows blessings even on those (i.e. the gods as well as 
the sages and saints) who themselves are capable of granting boons! 

Wise as he was, Lord Shiva selected these two syllables (Ra and Ma that form the 
divine name of the Lord as ‘RAM?’) out of the one hundred million verses comprising the 
story of Lord Ram. [That is, out of so many choices and options available to Shiva, he 
selected these two letters as the easiest means to attain one’s spiritual goal as well as to 
obtain whatever one desires in this world. When these two letters were joined by him, 
they formed the word ‘Ram’. So this became the Mantra which Shiva repeats constantly 
and consistently, and consequentially he has found eternal bliss and tranquility. Not only 
this, he became renowned as the wisest amongst the pantheon of Gods. ] 


Baal Kand: 1/26/1-8 


m E ay aera | a ATT ATT TAT 1 
J mR Aa yA SPT AH Were aga APT 211 
ARS AMS AA FATT Aa eRe ee he ag 3 
Ay ma FY re Tere Tt A A gee 11 4 II 
qd Ca TUS Se As | WS oat TTA oe 1 SII 


GAR Tage West A aA se at Te TAI OI 
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ag sity Wy Warm | ae yaad et A Taw 1 7 1 
el Het TT ATT ASE Uy aes A A TE 11 811 


By the grace of Ram's Name, Lord Shiva has become immortal, though he wears 
inauspicious paraphernalia (such as a garland of serpents, a wreath of skulls etc). He has 
become a treasury of blessings and auspiciousness. [1] 

Those who have attained true bliss such as the sages Suka, Sankadi etc., and other 
such sages and yogis (mystics) who enjoy the supreme happiness which comes with the 
blissful state of self and Brahm realisation—have attained it due to the grace of Ram's 
holy and divine Name. [That is, all of them unimously declare that they have attained the 
state of eternal blissfulness by relying upon the name of Lord Ram.] [2] 

Sage Narad knows the glory, the power and the importance of the holy Name. That is 
why while the world loves Sri Hari (Vishnu), and Lord Shiva (Har) is dear to Hari 
(Vishnu), sage Narad is loved by both Har and Hari. [Sage Narad constantly repeats the 
holy Name of the Lord, and wherever he goes he announces his arrival by saying aloud 
‘Hari Hari’. The word immediately gives him recognition and invites great respect. He is 
welcomed everywhere, even by the demons who are otherwise antoganist towards Lord 
Vishnu one of whose names is Hari. This is because the demons realise that Narad is 
shielded by a very powerful shield of the Lord’s holy Name, and he is invoking the 
Supreme Being who is the supreme Lord of creation, and therefore of the demons also. 
Narad has been blessed with the boon of having access to all parts of creation precisely 
on the strength of the Lord’s Name because he goes everywhere chanting the Name. It 
opens the door for him in all directions of the creation as if it were a magical charm.] [3] 

By the grace of Ram's Name, Prahalad became the jewel (i.e. the best) among the 
devotees of the Lord. [4] 

Dhurva chanted Sri Hari's name because he was insulted and ill-treated by his 
stepmother, but the effect was such that he was given a permanent and immovable place 
among the stars in the sky (the so called Northern-Star in the Northern hemisphere of the 
night sky; it remains fixed while other stars appear to move). [5] 

By remembering the pure Name, the son of the Wind God (i.e. Hanuman) has kept 
Lord Ram under his loving sway. [The Lord is exceptionally obliged to Hanuman and on 
several occasions he had expressed this too. Hanuman was more close to Lord Ram than 
any other single character in the Ramayana. Whenever the Lord needed help, he looked at 
Hanuman. Hanuman had always repeated the holy Name of Lord Ram silently, and this 
gave him immense strength and peace. By the way of the Name, Hanuman was able to 
have the Lord stay with him always. The best proof of the Lord recognizing this divine 
quality or character in Hanuman was when the Lord directed him to stay in this world at 
the time of the Lord’s own departure for his heavenly abode at the end of his tenure on 
this earth, and keep the light of the Lord’s glory alight by way of repeating his divine 
Name and ensuring protection for those who said the Lord’s Name. In other words. The 
Lord had appointed Hanuman as the heir to his legacy, and passed on the baton of 
Dharma (virtues of righteousness, probity, propriety, nobility and auspiciousness) and 
Satya (truth) to him to act as their custodian on the strength of Lord’s holy Name.] [6] 

The vile and fallen Ajaamil', the celebrated elephant known as the Gaja’, and Ganika 
the prostitute/harlot’—they were all liberated by the power of Lord Ram's Name. [7] 
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Say, how far can I describe the glory of Lord Ram's Name (because I have no words 
for it). Even Lord Ram himself is unable to sing the glories of his own Name. [8] 
[Note—'Ajaamil, Gaja and *Ganika—The stories related to them have been 
narrated in a Glossary in appendix no. 2 at the end of this book.] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/26 


aO- Ay UH at aerate ale Gea Pag | 
ot grea wat art ¢ geet geeiera 1 


In Kaliyug, Ram's holy Name is like a Kalpataru (the all wish-fulfilling Tree of the 
Gods) and a gracious benefactor in every way, by remembering and chanting of which 
Tulsidas has changed from being a ‘Bhaang’ (a hallucination producing herb having the 
technical name of Tetrahydro-Cannabinolis) into Tulsi (the Basil or Ocimum plant which 
is a herb used to sanctify food offered to dieties in Hindu temples, and also as a medicine 
for its antibiotic properties). [That is, even a useless and despised man becames a much 
sought-after and useful one by the good influences and good effects of Ram's holy and 
divine Name. In effect this means that the correctional properties of the Name removes 
all the negative virtues present in a creature, and transforms him into a worthy one.] 


Baal Kand: 1/27/1-8 


ae aT a are fre cer) ae ary oY a RAA 1 
J At AT Mel aA gpa Pa TH AAI! 211 

ay Ty oT Feats st are TR YW 3 
let Haat Al Ae AAT OG waa A ATI 41 
TM PAGS Het HUT | BART GA Aha AT TAT S11 
TH A ale AAA eT! fet Tees ct fg Ara 611 
qÈ pR pa a A Rg w am iA UHI 7 II 
PAA PA Pe A a galt A SAAT 11 811 


In all the four eras (Sata, Treta, Dwapar and Kali), the three phases of time (past, 
present, future), and the three lokas (heaven, earth, subterrenean)—countless souls have 
got liberation and deliverance from sorrows and miseries by chanting the Name of Lord 
Ram. [1] 

The Vedas, Purans and saints have given this unanimous advice—that to have love 
in Lord's Form and Lord's Name is the result of all virtuous acts. [2] 

As a means of finding liberation and deliverance or emancipation and salvation, 
there was a provision of doing contemplation and meditation during the first era called 
the Sata Yug. During the second era known as Treta Yug, sacrifices were prescribed. In 
the third era known as the Dwapar Yug, the Gods were propitiated through worship. [3] 
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But in the fourth (current) era called Kali Yug, there is only evil and corruption, 
moral degradation and spiritual impurities all around so much so that the mind of men are 
rolling in this filthy water like a fish in an ocean of sin. [4] 

In such a terrible age, the Name of the Lord is like a Kalpa Taru (an all wish- 
fulfilling tree), the very remembrance of which can abolish all illusions in this world— 
i.e. the Name of the Lord can liberate a creature from the net of worldly delusions. [5] 

In Kali Yug, Lord Ram's Name can give all desired objects. It is beneficial for the 
creature in the afterworld after his death, while when he is alive in this world it acts as his 
caring parent. [6] 

In Kali Yug, neither there is a chance to do good deeds, nor is there devotion and 
wisdom. In this depressing scenario, the only resort or avenue (for the creature if he 
wishes to attain emancipation and salvation) is Ram's holy Name. [7] 

‘Kali’ is like the demon Kalnemi who was like a treasury of falsehood, lies, conceit 
deceit and other vices, wheras the Lord's ‘Name’ is like an able and wise Hanuman (who 
slayed the demon, thereby giving him liberation from bodily bondage in which his soul 
was trapped). [Kalnemi was sent by Ravana to prevent Hanuman from going ahead to 
bring the herb that would revive Laxman in the battle-field after he fell unconscious upon 
being hit by Meghnad’s arrow. Kalnemi assumed the form of a hermit to trap Hanuman, 
but the latter discovered the demon’s trick and killed him, thereby liberating his soul 
from the body of a demon. Similarly, the Lord’s powerful Name helps the creature to 
attain liberation and deliverance from the evil world surrounding him on all sides.] [8] 


Baal Kand: Doha 1/27 


aO- W M REA PIPAN PANPA | 
aas a em RAA RAE aR Gare | 


Ram's Name is like a Man-Lion (an incarnation of Lord Vishnu as Narsingh) and 
Kali is like the demon Hiranya-Kasipu. Even as the Man-Lion crushed (killed) the demon 
who was tormenting the devotee Prahalad (to abandon his devotion to the Lord), the 
Name of the Lord can destroy all evil forces tormenting the devotees during the era 
known as Kali. 


Baal Kand: 1/28/1-2 


A BA AAS STATS ATH TG Aer fafa ea 1 
JAR A ma TA A TT HWS aS METAS aT 2 11 


The holy Name of Lord Ram chanted with either good or bad intentions, in an angry 
mood or even while yawning, will do good in all the ten directions of the world. [The ten 
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directions are the following—north, north-east, east, south-east, south, south-west, west, 
north-west, zenith and nadir.] [1] 

After remembering such a powerful Name that is both divine and holy, Tulsidas 
proceeded to narrate the story of the worldly deeds of Lord Ram. [2] 


[Note—It is to the noted that Tulsidas has used all his persuasive skills, all 
possible arguments, words and language to convince us the importance of 
remembering, loving, chanting, having unwavering faith, devotion and loyalty in 
the Holy Name of Lord Ram. He has even admonished and warned us of the 
consequences of not heeding his advice. 

Further, the word ‘Ram’ has been used as being synonymous with and 
simultenously to mean both the Nirguna aspect as well as the Sagun aspect of 
Lord Ram’s divine form. The ‘Nirgun’ refers to that aspect which has no 
attributes, that is invisible, unmanifest, unqualified, cosmic and all-pervading 
supreme form of Brahm who is the Absolute Truth in creation, while the ‘Sagun’ 
refers to that aspect of the same Supreme Being that is visible, has attributes and 
form. 

For those of a higher intellect and wisdom, the former aspect of Nirgun is 
more appealing, whereas for the ordinary devotees, the Sagun form is more 
useful. And for those who are neither, he has this advice—to just repeat the 
Lord’s holy and divine Name even without conviction. Because the medicine 
once taken will surely show its effects nothwithstanding how it was taken— 
whether it was taken willingly or administered unawares. Besides this, there is 
nothing to lose and everything to gain for the devotee desperate to find liberation 
and deliverance. 

waft Tafa at at Fer = Glory to you ! Glory to you ! Oh My Lord, you are the 
abode/store house of mercy.] 


Section-2/Part-2 


Dohawali 


{Tulsidas’ Dohawali has a chain of verses extolling the divinity of Lord Ram and 
expounding the glory of his holy and divine Name. We shall now read what it says by 
selecting an assortment of verses. } 


Loo Teas fafa Stat cha aA NA | 
SAM THA HAMA GATS Te aT 11 
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Meditating on Lord Ram, who has Sri Janki (Sita, his consort) on his left and Laxman 
(his brother) on his right, is all beneficial by everyway. Oh Tulsi! For you, it is like the 
Kalpa Tree (the celestial tree of Gods) which can fulfill all your wishes. 


2. AM aa GA Oy ied Terie | 
RT Ql I GAT AT GATT TI 


Tulsidas says that Lord Ram appears beauteous along with Sri Sita and Sri Laxman; The 
Gods are showering flowers from the heavens, brimming over with happiness. This 
vision of the Lord (i.e. meditating upon such a posture or portrait of the Lord) is the 
abode of all good omens and auspiciousness. 


3. Gast ge fared ax Hit CSA FATT | 
Tied Teeter Hy Geet SATs ee | 


Lord Ram is seated, along with Sita and Laxman, under the huge Banyan tree in 
Panchvati hermitage (during his exile). Tulsidas says this vision can provide all 
auspiciousness and welfare. 


[Note : This verse shows that Tulsidas favours the posture and view of Ram as a 
hermit or an ascetic as opposed to his being seated on the throne of Ayodhya as a 
King. Probably because, as a hermit leading an austere and contemplative, hard 
life, Sri Ram seems a far better redeemer of the soul as compared to a King who 
lives in comfort and surrounded by the regalia of a sovereign, away from the 
suffering, trials and tribulations of an ordinary human being]. 


4. Rag wa fea aad wy fia cea TAT 
TH ae TT SHS Tore sata Sa | 


Lord Ram, along with Sita and Laxman, always reside in Chitrakoot. Tulsidas says he 
(Sri Ram) fulfils the wishes of all those who (constantly) chant his name (i.e. the holy 
Mantra 'Ram'). 


5. WA HEN et GS TY WA ST I 
wae Gare ats Wat aA gA | 1 


Chant Lord Ram's holy name for 6 months, surviving either by drinking milk or eating 
fruits. Tulsidas says by doing so all 'Siddhis' (achievements, fruits of labour, attainments 
in life) and auspiciousness would be available themselves (i.e. without effort or striving 
for them separately). 
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6. wa afadia ae oie aati ere | 
Gert ia sree St Tee SASAKI 


Tulsidas says that if you wish to light both the inside and outside of you (i.e. have 
enlightenment, knowledge of both mundane world as well as the spiritual), the best way 
is to keep the lamp of Ram's name on the doorway of your mouth (i.e. keep on constantly 
chanting the holy name of 'Ram’). [An ordinary lamp can be put out either by lack of oil 
or a gust of wind, thereby causing darkness. But Sri Ram's holy name is such that the 
illumination would be permanent]. 


7. feat Fels sashes Gt CT TF SA | 
We We WTS aad Tart Aa AATE | | 


Tulsidas says remembering the formless Absolute Truth in the heart, keeping the vision 
of the formed variant of that Truth in the form of Lord Ram (as narrated in verses 1-3) in 
front of the eyes, and chanting the beauteous name (Ram) by the tongue- these are like 
gems preserved in a golden box. According to Tulsidas, the Lord's holy name is far 
superior to either or both Saguna as well as Nirguna God. [In this verse, Ram's holy name 
is compared to a gem, and Saguna and Nirguna aspects of God are like the bottom and 
top of the box]. 


8. ar of ae ae Pa a a aR | 
geet ae wrest aH Usted AR 


One does not have devotional interest in Saguna (formed) God, nor does one understand 
the true essence of Nirguna (formless) Absolute called God. Tulsidas says in such a 
condition one should partake of the herb called Sri Ram's holy name (i.e. the holy mantra 
of Sri Ram) as a remedy for all ills [Tulsidas means that since the other two means of 
salvation of soul i.e. total devotion to the incarnation of God in the form of Sri Ram's 
Bhakti and realisation of the true nature of Lord Ram, which is the formless, the all- 
pervading and the all-encompassing Absolute Truth, are not within easy reach of us, the 
easiest and surest route to achieve the same goal without much effort is to chant Lord 
Ram's holy Name—‘RAM’-which is accessible even to the illiterate as well as the 
enlightened ones. It’s an infallible, sure cure, for all spiritual and worldly ailments 
afflicting the creature. ] 


9. UP BUH AHA Wea TAM WS | 
Gers TER AHH AA Fes SIS | 


Tulsidas says that the two letters of Lord Ram's name (Ra and Ma) crown all the words 


and alphabets of the Hindi language—the former as an umbrella [the sign (° ) put on the 
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top of a letter and pronounced as 'ref—e.g. the equivalent to the English word rum or 


wrung], and the other as a crown jewel [the dot-sign ( ) put on the top of a letter and 


pronounced as 'anuswar' which has an equivalent English pronunciation in the word rung 


l. 


10. AH UA aT sim Ss VT Te | 
ath TE Hey aA Ale StH WS SATA II 


Lord Ram's holy name is like a 'numeral' and all other means of salvation are like 'zero' 
[0]. This zero has no value if it is not preceded by any of the numerals — and when it 
does, its value increases ten fold. [All means of salvation become more effective if they 
are accompanied by chanting Sri Ram's name; it’s like adding a pinch of salt to food 
because no matter how nutritious the food is, it would not be palatable without salt]. 
Without Ram's name, all efforts are fruitless. 


Il. AQUA a Hera fet Hears Pare | 
À gia A tT X ga gaang 11 


In Kaliyug, Lord Ram's holy name is like a Kalpataru (the all wish fulfilling celestial 
tree) and benefactor of all in every way, by remembering and chanting of which Tulsidas 
has changed (i.e. transformed) from Bhang (a hallucination producing herb called Tetra 
hydro — cannabis sativa) into Tulsi (the leaf of the Basil plant that is used to sanctify food 
offered to deities, and is also as a medicine for its antibiotic properties). [That is, a 
humble and despised man becomes a much sought-after and useful person by the good 
influences and effects of Sri Ram's holy Name]. 


12. Waa oft site a A Ha Gaara | 
Tere set St saree Tat sary at serfeT | 


Tulsidas says that by chanting Lord Ram's holy name, people have become purified, most 
happy and contented. But those who are lazy in chanting the name are bound for 
destruction sooner or later. 


13. ama maan at wet ea a ST 
qo aa ieta aE R AA at ats 1 


Tulsidas says the name of Lord Ram is such a magnanimous benefactor and benevolent 
giver that it gives the kingdom of the world to those who chant it (i.e. it gives salvation to 
the soul of those who repeat the holy Name of the Lord), thinking them to be loyal 
servants of the Lord. But this mind is such a miserable wretch and a un-believer that it 
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does not abandon its habit of searching grains in a rubbish heap (i.e. it seeks pleasure in 
base elements and sense objects of this world.) 


4. are fate of a4 ae ofS a4 ast WaT I 
Tere St Het St Fay TA AA SOT I 


Tulsidas says that the fruit in the form of salvation of soul which one obtains by staying 
and dying in Kashi (Varanasi) or by leaving the mortal body forcefully (i.e. by doing 
severe penances and austerities) in Prayag (the modern-day city of Allahabad; also 
known as Triveni—because three holy rivers, the Ganges, Yamuna and Saraswati, meet 
each other here), the same fruit can be obtained very easily by having love and affection 
for Lord Ram's holy Name (i.e. one can reach the Supreme Lord himself by the means of 
his holy Name). 


15. Hat ae moa at ag ae BH | 
TERI TARA FATT UA ATA TF II 


Having sweets but by the bowlful; having the rights of a king but abstain from pride and 
pleasures of deluding sense organs; and having the benefits of this selfish world as well 
as the welfare of the soul—Tulsidas says it is very difficult to have such opposite benefits 
at the same time. But they are possible, thanks to the beneficial effects and power of Lord 
Ram's holy Name. 


16. WHA Sf Ete AIS AT pT | 
HH FER UM ced Yar frets | 1 


By remembering Lord Ram's holy Name, even lowly people (i.e. those of low birth such 
as Ganika and Ajamil) became eligible for good fame in this world. Worthless trees 
lining the route to heaven (i.e. trees near the bank of Ganges) become famous in the three 
worlds (Tribhuvan). [This route to heaven has only symbolic value]. 


17. RY Ye AUS STA WR TSS | 
TH ae afte Prete Get Hist Bets I 


Tulsidas says that those who neither have happiness in this mundane world even in their 
dreams nor have entry on the path of salvation and attainment of final bliss can eliminate 
their torments and sufferings by remembering Lord Ram's holy Name. 


18. ARAN Ga he Hels THI HE PST A | 
ch ao arate gA safer ch geet Sy TA I 
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You call every one 'mine’, but tell me who are you, and what is your real name? Tulsidas 
says that either you should realise your 'true self ' (stop differentiating between myself 
and yourself), and having thus becoming truly ‘realised and enlightened’, be quiet and 
turn inwards towards the Lord that resides within you, or simply chant Lord Ram's holy 
Name (as the easier way out of this debate and dilemma). 


19. afta cafe an afta a4 ean & at 
geet steraté ar crate TH a a Pe 1 


[Addressing a mystic who chanted 'Alakha', meaning an entity that is not visible and 
referring to the Supreme Being who has no form and attributes, Tulsidas admonishes 
him, saying :-] 

‘Oh you Mystic! First you must understand the true nature and form of your own 
‘self, and it is only then that you become eligible to talk about invisible and formless 
‘Parmatma’, the Supreme Being, to whom you refer by using the term ‘Alakha. After 
that, recognise the ‘Maya’ (delusions) that separates your ‘true self? and Brahm. Oh you 
wretched! How can you understand or comprehend the Supreme Being who is invisible 
and unknown without first understanding these three entities—the truth about your own 
‘self’, the truth about Brahm, and the effects of Maya. Hence, chant Lord Ram's holy 
Name instead of shouting 'Alakha’, literally meaning ‘the one who cannot be seen’. 


[Note—Tulsidas admonishes the mystic and says that he goes about shouting 
‘Alakha’ as if he has known the truth of the Supreme Being known as the 
Parmatma, the supreme Atma or the cosmic Soul of creation. To know the 
Parmatma is not that easy as it seems. The mystic does not even know what his 
true ‘self? is, and therefore he has no right to preach about the supreme Self of this 
creation. 

From the metaphysical point of view, the truthful ‘self’ of a living being— 
called the Jiva—is his Atma which is pure consciousness. This individual Atma is 
a microcosmic form of the supreme Atma which is the Cosmic Consciousness 
known as the Parmatma. Both the ‘Atma’ and the ‘Parmatma’ are the same; the 
only difference is in the plane of existence. Whereas the Jiva has a gross body and 
a gross existence, the Parmatma is subtle and formless. But the ‘consciousness’ 
that is called the Atma or the soul is the same in both the cases. The Maya is that 
delusion which separates the Atma from the Parmatma; the Jiva begins to treat 
himself as separate from the Parmatma under the influence of the Maya.] 


20. WHAM Stacia fay WARS Tt SAE 
RIT TARE Fe WS ASt ASA AH | 


Those who expect their salvation without taking the refuge of Lord Ram's holy Name are 
trying to ascend to the sky by holding falling rain drops. [That is, as it is impossible to 
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rise to the sky astride falling rain drops, so it is equally impossible to attain salvation 
without chanting Lord Ram's holy Name. ] 


21. ett ale ate ga Pa Ra gA Ra SR fA | 
HT TA GR TST TS fra SIA | 


Tulsidas addresses his mind and attention with earnest sincerity, 'Oh Mind! Listen to 
what I say as being most beneficial for your welfare. Remembering Lord Ram is the 
greatest profit (benefit) that you can ever have, and forgetting him is the biggest loss for 
you. 


22. fart aan ort at Ger stadt sy | 
AR Ua at aH Sy Gert ofS SAAT 1 


Tulsidas advises, 'You should abandon all bad company and thought from your mind, and 
instead should identify yourself with Lord Ram (i.e. surrender yourself to Ram) and chant 
his divine Name. By doing so, all the accumulated bad effects of the deeds done by you 
in so many previous births can be rectified immediately and instantly.’ 


23. ARAA gA at a a rg I 
Gert att è a aR nea RA | 1 


Tulsidas says that one should chant Lord Ram's holy Name with faith, love, devotion and 
according to the prescribed method, because by doing so one will have all-round welfare 
and all types of good fortunes in the present, in the middle of the future, and even in the 
distant future. 


24.  duf ta teat aA R aa gE | 
deh R Ra aa Ag taf aea FAS I 


Tulsidas says that the sweet taste of Lord Ram's holy Name (i.e. the sense of euphoria 
and exhilaration that comes by saying it) and the tongue (which says the Name) are like 
husband and wife, the teeth are like relatives, the mouth is a beautiful home, Lord Shiva's 
beloved two syllables 'Ra' and 'Ma' are like two adorable children, and natural affection 
towards them (Ra + Ma) is the wealth of a person. [That is, a wise man who seeks 
liberation and deliverance from this world inspite of having to live in it to fulfill his 
obligations can easily do so by taking refuge in the name of the Lord, and repeating this 
holy Name which would help him break free from all worldly fetters even without his 
knowing of them. ] 


374 


25. eT Re gA wats gers afer Yara | 
THA A PT GTS AS ATE 


Tulsidas says that Lord Ram's devotion is like the rainy season, best servants (i.e. loving 
devotees of the Lord) are the grains, and the two syllables 'Ra' and 'Ma' of Lord Ram's 
holy Name are the two Hindu months of Saawan and Bhaadon. [Even as the grains sown 
during the rainy season consisting of these two months yield rich harvest, the devotee too 
gets immense pleasure and benefits richly in spiritual terms by devotionally chanting 
Ram's holy Name. ] 


26. WHAM AR had pArA PARA | 
we SH aeaa RA AR a gA | | 


Lord Ram's holy Name is like a Man-Lion (an incarnation of God, called Narsingh) and 
Kali is the demon named Hiranya-Kasipu. Even as the Man-Lion crushed (killed) the 
demon who was tormenting the devotee Prahalad (to abandon his devotion for the Lord), 
the Name of the Lord can destroy all evil forces tormenting the devotees. 


27. UA AA pA pE UH A RÀT | 
ERA YTA gA S eTa pa YA 1h 


In the era of Kali (i.e. the present age), Lord Ram's holy Name can bestow desired fruits 
(benefits) to the devotee, devotion for the Lord is like the all wish fulfilling Kamdhenu 
cow (the celestial cow of Gods), and the dust from the feet of the Guru (wise, moral 
teacher) is the root of all welfare and fortunes (i.e. good luck and auspiciousness) for him 
(devotee). 


28. WH aM afer Hades Gal AT He | 
Ufa atte fas As OT TT RAMS || 


Lord Ram's holy Name is like a Kalpa Tree (the celestial tree of Gods and provider of all 
fruits) in the era of Kali and the root of all good fortunes. Remembrance of Lord Ram's 
Name provides all fortunes as if they are already present on one's palm (i.e. easily 
available), and one gets bliss at every step of the way. 


29. a0 qÀ aa distr ad Paes STATS | 
TH A Ue AAA SAA GAE | | 


Tulsidas knows the secret that Lord Ram's holy Name is the embodiment of all Dharma 
(religions, probity, propriety, auspiciousness and righteousness) like the whole earth 
which is full of seeds and the sky is full of stars. [As the earth contains numerous seeds or 
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the sky is dotted with stars, so is Lord Ram's name inherently embedded and infused with 
Dharma. In other words, all the benefits of having good virtues and righteous qualities 
that one expects to acquire in this world can be had by simply having this one single 
Name of the Lord. All of them come automatically to a person who repeats the holy 
Name of Lord Ram.] 


30. Fae ara asa ST a a AA | 
ara aan frags ge fred few Fa AP I 


Those who have tasted the juice of Lord Ram's devotion without hankering for any type 
of desires are like a fish which floats in the pond of nectar and derives immense pleasure 
and bliss from it. 


31. FATA AA aS Maas KAA | 
wa afta aa aife née fers ee feet a 11 


The name of Lord Ram is greater and superior to Brahm (the Absolute and Supreme 
Being) and bestows blessings even on those (Gods) who themselves are capable of giving 
boons to others. Wise as he was, Lord Shiva selected these two syllables (Ra and Ma) 
which constitute the Lord’s name ‘Ram’ out of 100 crore (millions of ) verses comprising 
the story of Lord Ram in its myriad variations. 


32. aÅ fia gA ania die ers | 
aa Sar afta wer Fe farfet Tt MT | 


Raghunath (the Lord of king Raghu's dynasty; Lord Ram) gave immortality to only a few 
faithful servants (i.e. devotees) such as Sabari (a low caste woman) and Gidha (a vulture 
called Jatau), whereas his holy Name has delivered (liberated) numerous wretches — a 
fact known well by the Vedas and its glory sung by them. 


33. WHAM RAG Sie ett TT | 
Ot Gert gfe Ta Vs Tea Be I 


Tulsidas says those who are devoted to Lord Ram's holy Name, and have affection for it, 
a firm belief in it and have no other support except its strength, such persons become a 
treasury of all good virtues and auspiciousness as soon as they remember the holy Name 
of the Lord. 


34. ie facies cost aft ofa area aT re | 
cet TH ST aT ea ated Tere AP 
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Vibhishan obtained the crown of Lanka, Sugriv got the kinghood (of Kishkindha), 
Hanuman received fame as a loyal devotee and follower, and the vulture Jatau achieved 
death which is unattainable even by the Gods. But, Tulsidas says, he only wants love and 
affection in the Name of the Lord, though he is so wretched and not as fortunate as them 
(because he knows that the Name of the Lord will deliver to him all the benefits that 
those named in this verse got by the personal intervention of Lord Ram. 


35. JA SAAT STE BRAG AT Wh HEM | 
THATH fad Hed EX Mad Ie AT | 


Lord Ram's holy Name eliminates all misfortunes and sins, and is exceptionally 
beneficial in every way. This is why Lord Shiva constantly keeps on repeating Ram's 
holy name, and it is also praised by the Vedas and the Purans. 


36. dere Site actif St ca ae To TT 
fend aig fate arfeat g amA ArT 1 


Tulsidas says that by performing a Yagya (a religious ritual usually associated with some 
fire sacrifice) in the form of repeating Ram's holy Name, even Vidhata (the creator) 
becomes benign and favourable, thereby making the most unfortunate man into a lucky 
person. 


37. Saga a9 ae sha aft srt a sa aa 
Teeth aS ats ae TH aH A TH | 1 


There are millions of (countless) creatures—both animate as well as inanimate in this 
world. Some have their abode underground, some on land, and some in the air. Tulsidas 
says that for him, Lord Ram's holy Name is the only destination. [A creature finds a 
destination or is born in the new life into a world according to deeds by him in his 
previous life. Therefore, some are born as birds who are sky borne, some as animals and 
humans who live on the surface of the earth, and others who live underground in holes, 
such as snakes, and under water such as the marine creatures and those who live in water 
of lakes and ponds. But Tulsidas says that he is not bothered, for the only destination for 
him is Lord Ram; wherever he is born he will be living in the bliss of his Lord, so it does 
not matter. Another interpretation is that Tulsidas is certain of his destiny—he will surely 
find emancipation and salvation by attaining the Supreme Being known as Ram because 
he has been chanting the Lord’s divine Name throughout his life. ] 


38. E NA waa wa a faa | 
Ghat Gs Are Hae AT Teasers | | 
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Tulsidas asks for only one boon—that he should only have reliance on Lord Ram's Name, 
that Lord Ram should be his only strength, and that he should believe only in Lord Ram's 
holy Name, the mere remembrance of which provides auspiciousness, well-beings and 
good fortunes. 


39. wea R m TA m am AAR | 
yaa ga a paa g RA gria 11 


Tulsidas says that those who love Lord Ram's holy Name, have Lord Ram as their only 
destination, and believe in none other than the Lord’s holy Name—for such people the 
mere remembrance of Lord Ram's holy Name gives auspiciousness, well-being and good 
fortunes in both the worlds (this mundane world as well as the world to which they go 
after death). 


40. Wt Sifts aaa fort St a Sate AA | 
gait da a a F Rè Aa aT I 


Tulsidas says the tongue of those who do not chant Sri Hari's (Ram's) Name is like a 
serpent which only pours venom of worldly talks, and their mouth is like the serpent's pit 
(hole). Those who have no love for Lord Ram, the creator appears to be opposed to them 
(i.e. they are most unlucky, for then they can never get peace, happiness and bliss 
anywhere). 


4|. fea wed beg TAT RS Ae FI 
sate Bate Yong vel Tort fae TA | | 


Tulsidas says those hearts that do not melt (become mellowed) on remembering Lord 
Ram should burst (crack, die, disintegrate), those eyes that do not shed tears of love 
should be blinded, and that body which does not become thrilled should be burnt—for 
what is the use of keeping such a despicable body and its various parts, and it is better got 
rid of. 


42. wae gA a Aa da Wea Te eT | 
Teeth rete a Germ TF tT Sia STs | 1 


At the time of remembering Lord Ram, facing enemy during a rightful combat, giving 
alms and donation, and at the time of bowing at the feet of the Guru (enlightened moral 
teacher) — those who are not thrilled on such occasions live a worthless life. 
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43. Fea at fers FAM St a sae Sf GAT | 
a TTA A Te Ste at aR Me GA I 


The heart, which does not become mellowed and full of devotion on hearing Sri Hari's 
(Sri Ram's) glories, is hard (i.e. stiff, unemotional) like a Vajra (thunderbolt; literally 
‘hard as a stone’); and a tongue, which does not sing the glories of Lord Ram, is croaking 
like that of a frog's. 


44. ea a afer wae det ah waa a | 
o ASAT SA Se WA RE TS SANT I 


Tulsidas pleads, 'Oh Sri Ram! It is better for me to become blind than to have eyes which 
do not shed tears of devotion and love on hearing your name.’ 


45. Wasa ak go gaa ga wae | 
fa afaa À aR R R yA AÀ 11 


'Oh Sri Ram! Those eyes which do not well-up with devotional and affectionate tears on 
hearing your name should be stuffed with fistful of dust (i.e. they are worthless and have 
no right to see). ' 


46. ama gA f A fe a gas | 
areata Saree aie car Nig amna | 


‘Even an ordinary child is provided with joys and happiness by you (Lord Ram) and you 
take good care of him. Tell me then why won’t the same Lord (Ram) who is the son of 
Dasrath and an ocean of mercy and compassion not take care of me?’ 


47. ma Sit HAT Has Ht STITT APT 
HOT SE SIT GIS WA A STM I 


Other masters become angry and annoyed immediately on hearing the mistakes or wrong- 
doings of their servants (without finding out the actual facts), but Lord Ram is so 
magnanimous and gracious that he does not pay any heed to such errors even when he 
has seen them himself (i.e. Lord Ram does not bother about the faults and shortcomings 
of his devotees; he overlooks them). 


57. wean faq eat oH ot A | 
TI Hae ALE Tears Sat et ATT 
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A fish gets nourishment in water, becomes emaciated without it, and dies if totally 
deprived of it. Similarly, Tulsidas wonders when shall he develop such profound degree 
of love and affection for Raghubar (Sri Ram) that he would become emaciated without 
the Lord, and feel nourished (well-off, happy and contented) by having love and affection 
for the Lord. 


58. UH aad wa ae wa ae a Te | 
geet Het ST STE A RA ferent ae 


Tulsidas says that one who loves only Lord Ram, whose aim or goal in life is (the 
attainment of) Lord Ram, and who has devotion and affection only for the feet of Lord 
Ram—well, the creator has bestowed such a person with the real fruit of taking birth in 
this world. [That is, such a person is indeed most lucky and enjoys the fruit of life by way 
of happiness, joys, bliss, contentedness, pleasures and comforts of all kinds, as well as 
fame and a secured future in the form of liberation and deliverance. ] 


59. aq amà à afaa AR Aa thane | 
M È m A aA gaf aa A TA 11 


Those who have greater love for Lord Ram than for any of the material things belonging 
to or related to them-if Tulsidas is beaten or even touched by the footwear of such people 
he would consider himself fortunate. [Tulsidas means to say that such people are indeed 
very fortunate and holy. ] 


60. vara wang ved St UH aE | 
Gest Si Het aA Ht Het SAR Aa WE I 


Tulsidas says that having a selfless form of deep love and affection for Lord Ram, 
without expecting any worldly gains from it, or any hope of fulfilling one’s objective in 
this world, or even expecting the salvation of the soul, is a greater (i.e. more important, 
richer and better) fruit than the acquisition of the four legendary rewards of doing 
auspicious deeds that come in the form of Artha (wealth), Dharma (righteousness), Kaam 
(desires fulfilled) and Moksha (emancipation and salvation of the soul). 


61. Fa EA Ara we fest WH aE 
Gert + fra we at aera Tare fe TE 1 


Tulsidas says that only those who have renounced attachment to desires and are 
engrossed in enjoying the nectar of love for Lord Ram are the ones who are the beloved 
of the Lord. It does not matter then whether they stay in the forest (as hermits or ascetics) 
or live as a householder. 
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62. FA AM Say GS CR A A | 
det St aa Ga GH ara aa fe Te 1 


One who is contented and happy with whatever he gets, and in whom (i.e. in whose 
heart) love for Lord Ram's holy feet is full to the brim, he whose heart and mind have 
become like a horse whose hind legs are tied'-Tulsidas says that for such people, there is 
no difference between living in a forest or as a householder. 


[Note—'When the hind legs of a horse are tied it cannot go anywhere inspite of 
moving its front legs constantly. Similarly, when one has tied oneself at the holy 
feet of Sri Ram, then his mind and heart don't wonder from place to place. ] 


63. gests tu at afer gest ae | 
As geri iad ig vat afst Ae 1 


Tulsidas says that if one does not have natural love and devotion for Sri Ram, then it is 
useless to tonsure the head (i.e. leave the household and pretend to be a monk or ascetic). 


80. FATT StH Tea GTA TH Ri ae | 
ajg SA SAMHSA Fay TS TT ATS 


Lord Ram, who is beyond comprehension even by the Vedas, can be easily made 
accessible by pure devotion and earnest search (by the spiritual seeker) like water and 
food are very easily available to all in this world. [Water and food has also to be sought 
by the needy—they won't come automatically to the thirsty and the hungry till the latter 
make basic effort to get them though they are available aplenty in this world. So is the 
case with the Lord—he is easily accessible and ready to walk the extra mile only if the 
devotee of the seeker makes some basic effort. And the simplest effort that he is expected 
to make is having devotion and love for Lord Ram. ] 


81. Pape stad of sat fet RA aT | 
dats ala Y aaa at at St geet TA I 


Tulsidas says that a pedestrian coming to you from the opposite direction would pass by 
your left or right depending on the right-of-way you give to him. Similarly, Lord Ram 
would respond to you depending on the quality of your devotion, faith, earnesty and 
sincerity. 


95. wafe se me wa a aa ie odie | 
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qereh reas wa at ae es Sie 1 


Be afraid of Lord Ram. Have affection, love and reverence only for Lord Ram. Have 
steady faith and firmness of belief in Lord Ram. Tulsidas says that by becoming totally 
dependent upon Lord Ram and relying upon the Lord in an honest, truthful and sincere 
manner one can ensure victory in the face of apparent defeat. [That is, when one who has 
totally surrendered one’s self to the Lord, the Lord takes up the responsibility of his care 
and well-being. ] 


06. geet wa pare at ofe Gas FA ays | 
aa att daar a ta ate | 1 


Tulsidas advises that one should make an honest and full confession to Lord Ram about 
one's virtues (goodness) and faults (shortcomings). By doing this, one's miseries and 
problems will diminish, and contentedness will be fortified, become stronger and robust. 


97. Of ar wa ai ares Gi ea | 
CSS AA A TH St Tere Fra fet aA l1 


Remembrance of Lord Ram, being fortunate enough to serve Lord Ram, and recognising 
Lord Ram's essential nature and form (as being a personified form of the majestic, 
almighty, all-encompassing and all-pervading Supreme Being known as Brahm, the 
cosmic Consciousness, and the only Truth of creation)— Tulsidas says that those who are 
not eager to have such a fruit in life are surely destined for doom and loss of every benefit 
of taking birth in this world. [That is, if one spends his life in pursuing worldly gains and 
pecuniary benefits but does not devote his time in remembering the Lord or serving him, 
or striving to acquire knowledge of the truth of the Supreme Being—then surely such 
people are fools who barter superior rewards for useless things. Such people are bad 
traders and cannot profit by taking birth as a human being like a business-man who fails 
in life because he is poor at making profitable bargains and deals. ] 


98. aA SAA Gist faq SI Ht SA | 
gea ae gA Sale fet tq R g T | | 


When we start a quest to know someone then only can we know the facts and details 
about him. Tulsidas says keeping this in mind, try to bring the bow-and-arrow bearing Sri 
Ram in your heart (i.e. meditate on his form), and gradually you'll realise his true nature 
and divine form as being Brahm, the Supreme Being, personified. 


99. AS FARN E T a AA | 
qas Aaa Aeg À a ga AA |1 
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Tulsidas says that experts (in Vedas) condemn me as one who wears a worthless wooden 
rosary around my neck, wise men say I am a dud or an idiot, and I don't know how to 
meditate. I have stopped bothering myself about all the three—for I have taken refuge as a 
humble wretch at the doorstep of Sri Ram (i.e. at his feet). 

[By taking refuge in the holy feet of Lord Ram, Tulsidas says that he is rest 
assured of protection from the Lord, and his liberation and deliverance are ensured, 
though the people of the world call him a stupid man who is ignorant of the scriptures 
and who does not know how to do Yoga. Therefore, from their view-point, the fate of 
Tulsidas is doomed, but he says that he believes to the contrary—for he has taken shelter 
in the holy feet of Lord Ram, and therefore his emancipation and salvation is taken care 
of.] 


100. Wes Ha Ha È T MAG ATA AE | 
Tereht Ta Harel A Tet Sts Fi es 1 


Tulsidas says that in this world all people cause hindrances and obstacles; there is no one 
who sincerely extends a helping hand. Whatever well-being that is at all possible can be 
expected only from Lord Ram. [That is, in this selfish world, a man’s true friend is Lord 
Ram and no one else. ] 


102. fare fret Gea ST Se TAH AeA ats Ae | 
esd TS WA oh TC Bhat art 


True happiness is in keeping a distance (i.e. to remain detached) from the mundane 
world, and miseries are in doing the opposite. The same thing applies to life and death. 
One must live life devoid of all worldly attachments, and consider it to be a gift or 
largesse from the supreme Lord Sri Ram. Otherwise it would be better to die. 

[In short, it is better to die than to live a life of worldly indulgences and remaining 
entangled in various attachments. This is because the longer a man remains indulgent and 
attached to this world, the greater and more robust would be the entanglement and its 
attendent burden of deeds and their consequences that would dog him after death. If he 
dies early, then lesser would be such a burden to carry forward to the next life after death. 
The longer the entanglement in this world the stronger and more profound would be the 
miseries and agonies that this world creates for the creature. In his attempt at finding 
peace, happiness and comfort which constantly evade him in this world, he gets sucked 
deeper and deeper in the whirlpool or cesspool represented by more desires and 
unrequited yearnings. | 


103. Sat Fea aA Aa ores Sit fers SF 
get sre sora ae frat TH Te SF | | 
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Promises and preaching without relevant and complimentary actions to support them are 
as useless as acquiring unattainable and unobtainable rare objects without being capable 
of protecting those already possessed. Tulsidas says that similarly, all ways and means 
are in vain without having faith and devotion in the holy feet of Lord Ram. 


104. APT Be STMT SPT Tet fares SF 
Tal Terie sere TH WF fest AA 


All the people are totally absorbed in the acquisition of difficult, rare-to-find objects, but 
it is in vain without first being able to protect that which is already possessed. According 
to Tulsidas, all ways and means are similarly useless without having faith and devotion 
for Lord Ram. 


105. wa frend wat 3 wad R ate | 
SÙ ae aie è aar A A gets 1 


Tulsidas says, 'Oh Sri Ram! Your benevolent nature is beneficial for all. If this is true, 
then Tulsidas shall always have his welfare assured.' 


106. Geet TH St saat Giet GT GIs | 
ST HIS FAL AT A PEA ERE 


Tulsidas says that those who have been accepted by Lord Ram (i.e. acknowledged by 
Ram as being his devotee) are deemed to be good whether they are so or not. When the 
lamp has accepted the soot as its cap, there is nothing that others can say or do about it. 

[When an oil lamp with a burning wick is covered partially on top by a shade, 
soot collects on the inside of this cover. It appears to cap the lamp. Though black, oily 
and useless otherwise, it is nevertheless used by mothers as a charm against evil spirits by 
putting it as a dot on the forehead of infants and children. So it becomes valuable. 
Tulsidas says that likewise, once he has been accepted as a humble follower or devotee 
by the Lord, then howsoever useless he might be, he is rendered valuable and respected 
by all in this world.] 


107. qg ARA pre aA AÈ eR HTN | 
TÅ ZR e TER aÀ HE Fa AK II 


A peacock has a multi coloured body (i.e. the plume) and ugly looking legs, its voice is 
like a coward (because it screams), its food consists of serpents, and its mind is stern and 
emotionless. Inspite of all the shortcomings it possesses, Sri Krishna has used its plume 
to adorn his head (as a decorative head-gear). Since Sri Krishna favoured it, everyone 
calls the bird "Mor-Mor" (literally meaning 'my-my', or everyone wants to own it). 
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[Tulsidas means that once the Lord accepts even the lowliest and the most 
condemned of creatures, the latter begins to get honour and fame in the world. So it is 
always wise and prudent to be in the favourable looks of the Lord if one wants to acquire 
respect and acclaim in this world. Or the Lord is so magnanimous, merciful, kind and 
gracious that he accepts those who are condemned by the world, and the Lord lifts them 
to a high pedestal of respect and fame.] 


108. mesa pel aise at ae Sie aa | 
ot geet set feat wa ee Fars | | 


Tulsidas reminiscences about his earlier days of poverty and depravation, and says that 
he, who had no reputation or dignity, who could not get even a single coin as alm, and 
was avoided or shunned by everyone, has now become respected and is much in demand, 
thanks to the grace, mercy and benediction of Lord Ram who is the sustainer of the 
hapless. 


109. R RA za gA ofa GS eT 
St ere qa Wa fers TST TH FETT I 


Tulsidas says that earlier in life, when he was not acquainted with (i.e. unknown to) Lord 
Ram, he had to search every household for each morsel of food. Now that Lord Ram has 
become his helper (i.e. friend, sustainer, patron, benefactor and protector), even kings 
worship his feet (i.e. he has become worthy and respected). 


110. gaf m gA Ñ Naa ata aca | 
A aA gia & cet feat SA | | 


Tulsidas says that the benevolent view of Lord Ram can turn a weak and helpless into a 
strong and resourceful person. In the animosity between Sugriv and Bali (which 
ultimately resulted in Lord Ram killing Bali and making Sugriv the king of Kiskindha), 
Hanuman had no role to play (but he got the credit for Sugriv's coronation, and Sugriv 
became a great warrior by defeating Bali). 


LLL. gesi ame à afa oF a RA SA | 
RA ma a À AAS e gga 1 


Tulsidas advises that a devotee of Lord Ram should be regarded in higher esteem than the 
Lord himself. The Emperor Sri Ram said himself that he would be unable to repay the 
debts he owed to Hanuman. 
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112. frat gaa ea aft oy Hare feet oats | 
Sit as sre WT aa IANA 11 


Hanuman did nothing exceptional except his duty as a faithful, loyal, obedient and good 
servant (of Lord Ram). But this knowledge made Lord Shiva submit himself before 
Hanuman so much so that the Lord stood before him with folded hands. [Lord Shiva can 
give boons even to Gods aam eM, but he felt humble in front of Hanuman]. 


113. Wet ed HA WY TA RS TT 
fou aR Wes WA Whe AR SET | 


The Lord of the Universe, Lord Ram, manifested himself in a human body for the benefit 
of his devotees, and performed ordinary tasks like a normal person. 


114. tare fier aide Sts Frat Fa TA OK I 
As aaa R R GARG aK 


He, who is beyond knowledge, speech and perception by the senses, who is un-born, who 
is free from delusions, who is beyond the reach of the mind, and who is without any 
specific attributes (i.e. who cannot be defined)—he is the same Lord known as 
‘Sacchidanand’ who performs activities like an ordinary human being. [The word 
‘Sacchidanand’ a personified form of the cosmic Consciousness. ] 


115. RAS sre aft Ay hes aera | 
Sf aR aig saats Hurtig TTT | | 


The most merciful Lord who is like an ocean of benediction, who is called Bhagwan 
(Supreme Lord; God), who slayed the demons Hiranya-Kasipu and Hirnayaaksha in 
addition to the strong and powerful demons named Madhu and Kaitav—he is the Lord 
who has manifested himself in the physical form of Lord Ram. 


116. Ge aheaerana de aH hy | 
UR BUT A seed Sold APR ST | 


Lord Ram, who is the root of supreme and eternal bliss, who is most pure (devoid of 
faults created by all sorts of delusions associated with this creation), and who is the flag- 
bearer of the fame of Solar race—it is the same Lord who performs deeds like a normal 
human being. The singing and hearing of these divine acts of the Lord become a bridge to 
help the creature (the Lord’s devotee) to cross the ocean represented by this mundane 
world. 
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126. aR aa ga dg ae feed ae da 
fag of as F Ta ARS ae ar ate I 


Butter may be produced by churning water or oil may be extracted from sand, but it is an 
infallible rule that it is impossible to cross the ocean of worldly existence without having 
faith in, devotion for and submission to Lord Ram. 


127. af aren he ats WP faq Se ts a TTS I 
afsaaT TA Fae A ats sre frat a ae 11 


The illusion of something being good and something being bad in this world is a delusion 
created by Maya of Lord Hari (Vishnu). It can only be eliminated by invoking the Lord’s 
mercy and grace, which in turn is possible only when one has devotion and faith in the 
Lord. A wise man should understand this and abandon all sorts of desires and wants, and 
instead develop devotion and faith in Lord Ram. 


128. SÀ Aa FÈ SS PE she eS MT I 
are ma arar Ashe Ser Ft TT | 


Those who worship Lord Ram—who has the mystical power to make something that is 
animate into something inanimate and vice-versa—are fortunate, privileged and blessed. 


129. Rai aaa d Niy ae oT | 
q afa St UA afst Aste SIE WY TA | 


By the glory and effect of Raghubir, the brave king of Raghu’s dynasty (i.e. Lord Ram), 
even stones and boulders floated on the water of the ocean (during construction of the 
bridge to cross over to Lanka). Therefore, surely one is un-wise and an idiot if he 
abandons such a Lord and worship others. 

[If dead rocks can float on the water of the ocean by the grace of Lord Ram, then 
getting across the ocean represented by this mundane world, and getting liberation and 
deliverance for the soul from its fetters, is also possible if one relies faithfully and 
exclusively on the powers of the divine name of the Lord, and has devotion for him. ] 


130. Wa PAS Ta GT Re erg HR AS 
aes + Fa AR TH es BY SY BSS 1 1 


‘Oh mind! Why don't you worship Lord Ram whose bow resembles Kaal (the time 
factor), and the arrows are like the various divisions (fractions) of time such as Parmanu 
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(time taken by light to pass through an atom), a twinkling (fraction of a second), a 
moment, a year, an age (an era) or a cycle (of birth and death).’ 


131. qa aft Hac a sha we GUE Fa AAM | 
SS TT Ts TA hE SHA aS ATT | 


Unless this soul abandons desires, which are the cause of all unhappiness, and worship 
Lord Ram instead, till that time it can neither expect any welfare nor have any peace of 
mind even in its dream. 


132. faq acer a often die faq Ate 4 ATT I 
ae TÈ Ag WATE Sts ATS ST II 


Without Satsang (communion with saints) it is not possible to hear divine stories of the 
Lord; without hearing such stories, worldly attachments don't leave; and without 
destroying attachments, one can't have abiding love (i.e. devotion) in the holy feet of 
Lord Ram. 


133. Ra Rae mR aR R A aR aT | 
Ta HM fer GE Sia F ae AAA | | 


Without having abiding faith and devotion towards the Lord, one can't worship him; 
without devotion and worship, Lord Ram cannot be pleased, and without Lord Ram's 
blessings and benevolence, one can't have peace even in one's dream. 


134. ara ferent afaette afst pah HA HAT | 
FS TA WAN HEATH YR TSE || 


‘Oh One with a stable mind! Thinking thus (i.e. considering what has been said in 
foregoing verses) and abandoning all deceit, doubts and debates, you should worship 
Lord Ram who is a mine of mercy and compassion, who has a most beauteous and divine 
form, and who is a bestower of supreme bliss’. 


135. Wa ae TM Ye Pa HEAT AAA | 
ats AAT He A ASST Fel Ata TAA | 1 


The Lord, who is a treasury of happiness and abode of compassion and mercy, can be 
controlled (i.e. influenced) only by emotions of love and devotion. Therefore, one should 
abandon all sorts of worldly attachments, ego, pride and vanity, and instead worship Lord 
Ram always. 
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136. ele farcmft Sa sa yer ferent ara 
safe Sal ht Ts Be TAR FT I 


Saints who are wise and have an uncorrupt mind give the following advice, after having 
consulted the Vedas and the Purans—that a person can get rid of the sorrows of the world 
only when Lord Ram becomes benevolent and favourable upon him. 


137. faqaR és fe tara vam fe ete fort far | 
ma da pa ga fS aR gR R fers 


Is it ever possible to attain spiritual wisdom without (the help and guidance of) a Guru (a 
wise teacher), and similarly is it ever possible to have such wisdom without inculcating 
the eclectic virtue of renunciation? [That is, it is not possible that either can happen. ] 

The Vedas and the Purans assert that likewise it is not possible to have true peace, 
comfort and happiness without having devotion and faith in Lord Hari. 


138. wares & sr faq Sit ye ve Prat | 
Tata sift at at 7g fer Ue fears 1 


A person who expects salvation without worshipping Sri Ramchandra is like an animal 
without a horn or tail (i.e. deformed, in breach of the law of nature, and anomalous). 

[Even as an animal would look odd and deformed if it does not have the 
characteristic features of an ordinary animal, such as having a tail or a horn, a person who 
has no devotion for Lord Ram and expects his salvation is an odd person because his 
thoughts and expections are unconventional and impossible to achieve. ] 


1390, SRS at Sols Ges GE Yea Arg fog AE | 
TATE Slt St THIS AE A WEA TEE I 


Those assets such as wealth, home, happiness, friends, parents, brothers etc. should perish 
which do not aid and help a person to willingly turn towards Lord Ram's holy feet. 


140. as aye wale fafa wa aie Paes | 
afters at RA ga AAR a og 1 


Understand and learn the essence (i.e. the fundamental true nature and divine form) of 
Lord Ram from true saints and wise teachers. It is only then that one can expect to have 
stable and unwavering faith and devotion towards him because one who learns how to 
swim during childhood never forgets it in life. 
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[When a student understands the basic concept that governs some formula and 
grasps the fundamental principles of any given concept of science and mathemetics, he 
will be able to solve any problem by applying this basic formula and concept with due 
logic and intelligence. But if the fundamental concept is not clear to him and he has just 
learnt by rote merely to pass the school examination, then even a slight variation from 
what he has learnt by heart from the text book without understanding its concept would 
leave him tongue-tied, perplexed and flummoxed. Similarly, when one fully understands 
the true divine nature and form of Lord Ram as being the incarnate form of the Supreme 
Being, the reason why this Supreme Being had to take the form of a human being, and 
the essential teachings of the scriptures about the universality of the Consciousness called 
the Atma and such other related principles, then surely he would not be bewildered by the 
worldly activities of Lord Ram. He would then find it extremely easy to avoid confusions 
and distractions, and be able to have steady faith, devotion and love for the Lord instead. ] 


150. Garde ate oa PR eR Aa T | 
geet d a qa FÙ gaa eT IANT | | 


Tulsidas advises that one should abandon attachments with kins and other worldly 
relations, and instead try to keep Lord Ram under his sway or influence by inculcating 
the eclectic virtues of love, devotion, worship and good conduct. By doing so, every 
circumstance would become favourable for him. 

[This is because all worldly relationships are based on self-interest. Two persons 
keep contact with one another only as long as this helps both of them satisfy their 
personal agenda and fulfill their needs and desires. Otherwise they would either break 
this relationship or develop coolness. Worldly bonds are tentative and selfish. Even if 
they last a lifetime, they will snap with death. But this does not apply to the Lord. He is 
merciful, kind, benevolent, munificent and graceful to the extreme. He knows only to 
give and never to take. He cares for his devotees not only in this life but also ensures for 
his well-being in the life after death by providing his soul with liberation and deliverance. 
So if a person only has love for the Lord and calls out to him sincerely, the Lord is all out 
to help him in all possible way that is beyond his expectations and imaginations. Again, 
since all creatures are mortal and would die one day, a person is bound to suffer the 
agony of parting or separation with such death, but this does not apply to the Lord as he 
is eternal and omnipresent. Then again, all human beings have their limitations of 
strength, power and abilities, so the help they can extend to their kith and kin is also 
limited. But Lord Ram is unlike them because he had limitless and infinte powers, 
strength and abilities as he is the Supreme Being personified. So why not bargain for the 
best?]. 


151. qR aga HAN Sr TH TTR AÀ CTE | 
qR RE aR A aA R aa ATE | 


A man wants the four legendary rewards or fruits known as Kaam (fulfilment of desires), 
Artha (wealth), Dharma (righteousness and its attendent fame and honour) and Moksha 


390 


(salvation of soul)—but all these are difficult to attain and not easily accessible. In their 
pursuit a man spends his whole life, but he gets four grains of gram. 

[That is, inspite of making all efforts, one may be successful in getting one or the 
other rewards, and even all the four, but only a fraction of what he had wanted and 
expected to obtain. The ‘four grains of gram’ is a figure of speech to mean only a 
miniscule fraction of what is desired or aspired for.] 

Therefore it is wise to discard yearnings for such inconsequential gains, and instead 
of wasting time and energy by looking intently for small pieces of scattered grains 
(worldly rewards) one should rather focus one’s sight using all his four eyes—two 
external eyes of the body and two internal eyes represented by the Mana or mind and 
Buddhi or intellect—upon the supreme Giver, Lord Ram, who can bestow all the fruits 
and rewards one seeks even without his asking for them. 


152. Gear ga gaa get we adie | 
Tere set apa Afa TIS TA WALA || 


Those who have a simple, straightforward, uncorrupt and unprentious heart, mind, speech 
and action (i.e. those who do not have any deceit and conceit), for them all means by 
which love and devotion for Lord Ram can be ignited become extremely simple and 
easily available. 

[That is, the best way to develop devotion and love for the Lord is to have a 
simple and humble heart and mind that is free from deceit and all sorts of worldy 
corruptions. ] 


187. Fax Pha qe wa YA Ae AN | 
deat 4 ae Faahes cits sy wes FATT 


When Lord Ram watches his face in a mirror, he sees the bow-like curvature of his eyes- 
brows, and wonders if servants (followers, devotees) like Tulsidas, who are rascals and 
scoundrels, would be scared on seeing them, thinking that Lord Ram is angry at them — 
i.e. the Lord does not want any part or posture of his body to frighten his devotees by 
depicting anger or grimace of any manner. 

[In other words, the Lord is so careful in his demeanours and behaviour, his deeds 
and actions that they should never offend his devotees in the least. The Lord’s form 
should be attracting and not repelling. The devotee must feel free to say anything he likes 
to the Lord without fear. | 
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Section-2/Part-3 


Barvai Ramayan 


{The Barvai Ramyan is a short composition of Goswami Tulsidas, consisting of only 69 
two line verses. Out of them, verse nos. 45 to 69 describe the glory of Lord Ram’s divine 
Name. In these verses, Tulsidas urges his mind, intellect and heart to remain submerged 
in the thoughts of the divine Lord Ram and his holy Name as a means of finding all- 
round spiritual welfare as well as peace and happines. We will now read all of them 
here. } 


Tare TARY fed va Bag | 
ae wa ve geil GA eTA | 145 | 


45-Tulsidas says—'Oh My mind, intellect and heart! For serving worldly self-interests 
known as ‘Swaarath’, as well as attaining emancipation and salvation of soul known as 
‘Parmaarath’, there is only one way—and that is to enhance love and devotion in the holy 
feet of Sita and Ram.' 





Hit arte flctHs els Gadd | 
WA A Oy Gert tif Waa | 146 1 | 


46-Tulsidas says—'Oh My mind, intellect and heart! Be careful and vigilant that the 
terrible Kaal (death) is visible (imminent, can happen any time). So, repeat and chant Sri 
Ram's holy name constantly with love, faith and devotion.’ 





wae ea feared aA We | 
ger wa ara we oR Wes | 147 1 | 





47-Tulsidas says—'Oh My mind, intellect and heart! One should have affection, abiding 
love, conviction towards and devotion for Sri Ram's holy name which is the destroyer 
(eliminator) of all types of sorrows, miseries, grief and gloom, and it is an abode 
(treasury) of all auspiciousness, welfare and well-being.’ 


ofa afé war feet 4 opt Sale | 
WA AA OY Gert frat ATÀ | 148 | | 


48-Tulsidas says—'Oh My mind, intellect and heart! During Kaliyug, it is not possible to 
have Gyan (wisdom, erudition and knowledge of the essential universal truths) or 
Vairagya (detachment, renunciation from the material world), and neither is it possible to 
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do Yoga (meditative practices and contemplation) nor attain Samadhi (a trance-like state 
of consciousness where one loses awareness of the external world and is submerged in 
eternal bliss). Therefore, (the only easily available way is to) chant and remember Lord 
Ram's holy name constantly’. 





WA A gg areae fea feg T | 
YA OS VA geil Regs A S| 149 1 | 





49-Tulsidas says—'Oh My mind, intellect and heart! Regard the two letters (RA and MA) 
of Lord Ram's holy name as representing Lord Sri Ram and Laxman (his brother) 
respectively, and do not allow any other advice to find place in your heart (or mislead 


you)’. 


Ae ag We tala WA ee AT 
gett oife 4 alerg are fae a4 | 150 | | 





50-Tulsidas says—'Oh My mind, intellect and heart! Lord Ram's holy name is akin to a 
father, a mother, a Guru and a Lord for you. Those who do not like this (advice) have the 
creator opposed, or malignant, or malicious towards them (i.e. such people can never 
hope of deliverance from this cycle of birth and death)’. 





WA A GY Geri els fete | 
Ab Uh Head Neh Wells | [51 | | 





51-Tulsidas says—'Oh My mind, intellect and heart! Recite Lord Ram's holy name and 
be free from all sorrows and worries. This will result in all types of welfare in this world 
as well as the ‘other world’ for you.' [Here he means that one will get emancipation and 
liberation of soul from the shackles of the cycle of birth and death if one constantly 
remembers the Lord and repeats his holy name. ] 


a dra 4a aa A SIN | 
Ua oT stl A g gea | 152 | | 





52-Tulsidas says—'Oh My mind, intellect and heart! Recite the name of Lord Ram which 
is superior in (providing spiritual) rewards as compared to the cumulative benefits of 
Tapa (austerities, penances), Tirath (pilgrimage), Makh (various Yagyas or fire sacrifices 
and other religious rituals), Daan (making charity), Nem (following established rules and 
procedures), and Upwaas (fasting)’. 
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afeal WA AA } UA Ae | 
ed UVa Ue ORT GR Gass | [53 | | 





53-Lord Shiva knows the potential powers, the astounding glories, the great fame and the 
grand eclectic virtues of Lord Ram's holy name, for he gives this (advice of repeating 
and relying on the name of Lord Sri Ram) to a dying person at Kashi (Varanasi). [It is 
believed that when a man dies in Varanasi, also known as Kashi, the terrestrial abode of 
Lord Shiva and a famed pilgrim city of India, Lord Shiva utters the holy name of Lord Sri 
Ram, i.e. the word ‘RAM’, in his ears. This immediately unshackles the dying man’s soul 
from the fetters of his sins and provides the man with liberation and deliverance. This is 
called ‘Mukti’.] 





Ma MR PA gN AA WATS | 
Sael a pia A A RA YTS | 154 |1 





54-Tulsidas says that the ancient poet Valmiki had known the potential effects of Lord 
Ram's divine name because by chanting it in the reverse order (as Mara instead of Ram) 
he had transformed himself from a cruel Kol (a tribal hunter) into an exalted sage. 


[Valmiki is the sage who had first written the divine story of Lord Ram that came 
to known as the famous epic ‘Ramayan’. He was also the sage in whose 
hermitage Sita, the divine consort of Lord Ram, had spent her last days in exile 
where the Lord’s two sons Lav and Kush were born. He was a cruel hunter, but 
one day he was advised by sages Sankaadi that no one would share the burden of 
sins and their horrifying consequences that he is accumulating for himself. Asked 
for a way out, the sages told him to do meditation using Lord Ram’s holy name. 
Valmiki replied that he is so sinful that he cannot do that, so the sages told him to 
repeat the holy name in the reverse order. By oberying their advice, Valmiki 
attained enlightenment. ] 





Hota fort GAS A Wary | 
HIGH UR Pas HR fs G1 1551 | 





55-Sage Agastya had realised the glory and potent of Lord Ram's holy name in his heart, 
for he had invoked it, and on its strength, had dried up the ocean playfully (without the 
least effort). 


[Once, when Indra had killed the demon Vrittaasur, other demons named 
‘Kaaleya’ managed to escape and they hid themselves under the water of the 
ocean. From there they began terrorizing the sages and seers. They stayed under 
water during daytime and came out at night to torment and devour these sages, 
and generally cause nuisance and havoc all around. These demons had not spared 
even such renowned sages of the time as Vashistha, Chyavan and Bharadwaj, 
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because the demons attacked their hermitages and killed the sages and seers who 
lived there. It was then that the Gods, led by their king Indra, requested sage 
Agastya to somehow expose the demons. At this, the sage had scooped up the 
water of the ocean in a cup made by joining the two palms of his hands and had 
drunk the water of the ocean in one gulp so as to expose the demons. The Gods 
were then able to destroy them. Some of the demons however managed to escape 
and hid themselves in the nether world. This is how the demon race survived then. 
However, when the ocean was completely dried up it created another problem for 
the world because countless marine creatures begin to suffer and die. Besides this, 
the ocean was the largest natural reservoir of water on earth. So the Gods 
requested sage Agastya to refill it. The sage replied that the water has been 
digested in his stomach, but he can oblige the Gods by reproducing the ocean in 
the form of urine. That is the reason, according to this legendary story of the 
Purans, why the ocean is salty and sour—because it is the urine of sage Agastya. 

This fact, that the ocean is sour and salty because it is the urine of sage 
Agastya, is explicitly narrated in the Anand Ramayan (purpoted to have been 
written by sage Valmiki), in its Vilaas Kand (Chapter), ninth Sarga (Canto), verse 
nos. 18-24 where Sita explains to Lopaamudraa, the wife of sage Agastya, why 
Sri Ram had constructed the bridge in order to cross the ocean to reach Lanka. 
She explained that the Lord did not ask the sage to dry up the ocean once again by 
drinking its water because it would be unthinkable to ask the sage to drink his 
own urine. Even if the sage had actually drunk the water, the Lord would be 
heaped with the ignominy of being so selfish that he made a Brahmin drink his 
own urine so that his purpose is served. The Lord did not swim across the ocean 
because it would be insulting and extremely demeaning for the Lord to swim in 
urine, and it would also be improper for him to step across a Brahmin’s urine 
because it is to be regarded as holy as the urine of a cow.] 





geet axa wa Yor wa aR | 
d PA yora Hed YR! i561 | 





56-Tulsidas says that the four fruits (Artha, Dharma, Kaam, Moksha) are easily available 
by merely remembering Sri Ram's holy name. This fact is asserted loudly (proclaimed) 
by the Vedas as well as endorsed by Lord Shiva. 


[Note—The four fruits of good deeds are the following—‘Artha’ or material 
prosperity and wealth; ‘Dharma’ or acquisition of the virtues of righteousness, 
probity and propriety; ‘Kaam’ or fulfillment of desires; and ‘Moksha’ or spiritual 
emancipation and deliverance. ] 


WA ATA We dol ve Pang | 
ue a atte 4 ule aa ofa og | 157 || 
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57-Tulsidas says that one should have abiding endearment, love, affection and devotion 
for Lord Ram's holy name. What to talk of being greater than this reward, no other 
benefit or reward can become even equal to it in this world. 





ara gka ge aka aren 4 | 
Wha Pata aaah Teil WTA | 158 | | 


58-Tulsidas says that Lord Ram's holy name can, on the one hand, burn (destroy or 
eliminate) all faults, sins, sorrows, miseries, wants and poverties that torment the person, 
and on the other hand it can bestow all auspiciousness, goodness, good fortunes, welfare 
and well-being that exist in this world. 





mle fact ae fact we v4 ae | 


WA UT AY Gel Gereirare | 159 | | 


59-[Talking about himself and his past, Tulsidas says—] "What did I count and what was 
my standing in the society? My condition was like the forest grass (uncared for, trampled 
upon, and worthless). But by chanting (reciting or constantly remembering) Lord Sri 
Ram's divine name, I have become as pure, revered and exalted as the Tulsi (Basil) plant’. 


[Note—The Tulsi plant is much respected in India as it is a sacred plant because it 
is dear to Lord Vishnu. In this verse, Tulsidas is playing with the word ‘Tulsi’ in 
his name. Earlier in life, the saint had to suffer a lot, having to beg for even basic 
meals. But when he started relying on the Lord’s holy name ‘Ram’ he became 
very famous even during his lifetime.] 





arya FATA QR Ged ORR A | 
goi 4 AM oy YR Are | 160 | | 





60-Tulsidas says that the Aagam (Tantra Shastra), Nigam (Vedas) and Purans (ancient 
mythological histories of India) have drawn a line (i.e. underlined, highlighted, and have 
positively proclaimed and asserted) that remembering Lord Ram's holy name is the best 
path of all to be followed in this world. 


OARS AH WA HY Vag Y 
Gert vaR org axa vale srry | 161 || 


61-Tulsidas advises that one should constantly remember Lord Sri Ram's holy name, and 
serve holy, pious and righteous people. In this way one can easily get to the other side of 
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the ‘Bhavsagar’ (the mundane, deluding and entrapping world consisting of the cycle of 
birth and death which is as vast and un-crossable as the ocean). 





are eR mA pae W| 
goni yoan aR pa YAT F | 162 || 





62-Tulsidas says that the name of Lord Ram is like a (all wish fulfilling) Kamdhenu cow, 
while his form is akin to the Kalpa Tree. Merely by constantly remembering Lord Ram's 
holy name, all the four fruits (Artha, Dharma, Kaam and Moksha) are easily accessible. 


[Note—The ‘Kamdhenu cow’ is the cow of Gods. It is believed that by serving it 
one can be blessed with all the things he desires. The ‘Kalpa Tree’ is similarly a 
wish fulfilling tree of the Gods. The ‘four fruits’ have been described in verse no. 
56.] 





gael med Yad Us VASA Ha | 
SS APT SRT WA GA STA | 163 | | 


63-Tulsidas says that everyone talks about worshipping Lord Ram and having love, 
devotion, faith and dedication for the Lord, but rarely does anyone implement it (or 
understand it). Love and devotion for Sri Ram germinates (or arises) in one's heart only 
when one is very fortunate and lucky. 


[It is only when all the accumulated good deeds done by a man begin to show 
their results that he is inspired to worship the Lord and have devotion for him. If it 
does happen then that man is extremely lucky and fortunate. ] 





Vyp yp Rega wa 4 aq 
geri we WA a TH TT |164 |l 


64-People teach others to recite Lord Ram's holy name but they do not do it themselves. 
Tulsidas says that their sins and past evil deeds create hindrance or obstacles for them 
(i.e. prevent them from chanting this holy mantra). 





Ad Hed UI Ud Ge Oars WAI 
goi aa aÈ oaa wafer GRATA | 165 | | 





65-Tulsidas says that when a person is about to die, all advise him to say Lord Ram's 
holy name, but the irony is that they don't do it themselves while they are still alive. 
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Gert Wa AH UY ares BIS | 
wa fe afer pret GI AA A ATS | 166 | | 





66-Tulsidas advises that one should discard indolence, lethargy and laxity, and instead be 
vigilant in repeating Lord Ram's holy name constantly. By being opposed to Lord Ram, 
who has not been made to wander aimlessly (like a vagrant or a vagabond) in this world? 


[A person who does not have faith and love for Lord Ram is like a child without a 
parent, or a man without an identity or a nationality. He is like a ship without a 
captain or an anchor. ] 


Geni Ws A aa fa A A 
wÙ yga WA OX Ty SA | 167 | | 





67-Tulsidas says that there is no other better friend for a person than Lord Sri Ram's holy 
name which can ferry the soul to the abode of the Lord at the time of the person’s death 
(and liberate him from the cycle of birth and death). 


WA A AM Tet ATA WE | 
GAA GAA WASH Teil es 1 168 | | 





68-[Praying to Lord Sri Ram, Tulsidas says—] 'Oh Raghunandan (Lord Sri Ram)! Give 
this Tulsidas the assurance that he will get your personal support and protection, and the 
support and protection of your holy and divine name ‘Ram’, along with having an 
abiding love and devotion in both (the Lord himself as well as his holy name) in all the 
future births that he (Tulsidas) might have to take.' 


[Note—The word ‘Raghunandan’ literally means the son of king Raghu’s 
dynasty. This title is applied to Lord Ram because he was born in this dynasty 
which ruled the ancient kingdom of Ayodhya.] 





OMA UF Ue oe dy Jake agl 
de de wa fates Aer Wg | 169 | | 





69-'In whichever form you (i.e. the Supreme Creator, Lord Ram) make this Tulsidas take 
birth again in this world, I beseech you most earnestly oh Lord that you should uphold 
your promise of having love, endearment and affection for me for all times to come, and 
therefore make sure that I have your benevolence and love in the new life the way it is in 
this life. 
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Section-2/Part-4 


Kavitawali 


{In this part we shall see what Tulsidas says in Kavitawali while describing the glories 
and divine nature of Lord Ram and His Holy Name. For this purpose we shall select 
verses from Uttar Kand. These verses are verse nos. 1-125.} 


Kavitawali: Uttar Kand— 


aA- AS RaR yng, gen, see Ye goer aor! 
Uta aoa aeee cues, cie Aag ao RRT II 
WA Was yà ga gad seh sa-B IANA | l 
Pe qg Pya ga, q3 oaa AAT 11111 


l-After slaying a brave warrior like Bali, Lord Ram gave Sugriv the kinghood (of 
Kishkindha). The Gods were extremely happy at this and played musical instruments (to 
celebrate). The son of Dasrath (Lord Ram) killed the demon Ravana in a short time, and 
Vibhashan adorned the throne of Lanka (in his place). 

Tulsidas says that on hearing the natural temperament, inclinations and benevolent 
character of Lord Ram, lazy and indolent people like me feel reassured and brag (that 
they have nothing to worry about any more). Even those who were extremely coward, 
cruel and unworthy were blessed by Lord Ram and benefited by the Lord’s mercy, grace, 
munificence and benevolence. 


aq ud fae, Hyaa gorda wae ferq 3nd) 
ama a aà Aa gA fea ehfe d Rr adil 
Vas arr aol aAA ad cit wajat apfa—apifee ond | 
waa aa at afe aaf aa aa ge wuts adiiis 


2-Brahma (the creator) used to come personally daily to recite the Vedas in the court of 
Ravana; Lord Shiva came to accept offerings and prayers daily out of his fear; and all the 
demons and the Gods bowed their heads to him from a distance with great humility and 
meekness and as if they were wretched and fit for mercy because they were all terrified of 
him and did not want to incur his wrath. When Ravana opposed Lord Ram, even luck 
abandoned and ran away from the same Ravana whose majesty, strength and powers 
were so famous and astounding that poets and bards never tired of singing his glories and 
laurels. Happiness, prosperity and welfare become opposed to (i.e. go against or abandon) 
a person who turns away from Lord Ram. 


ae fase Hel, Aft mg weal feu Yeciey Sone! 
aR wa pli, Aa ad, aag poa: AY a aril 
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Banp-sre a ost wat, gat ae wa ! yas feet 
AA a ag eet cae, oie fasitver org a ARTIBII 


3-Ravana, who behaved in manners proscribed and prohibited by the Vedas (i.e. an 
unrighteous behaviour), who had made the earth, sages and saints sorrowful, who had 
overrun and demolished the abode of Gods, and what more can be said, he even stole 
their women—still, inspite of all his sins, the merciful Lord Ram did not become angry at 
him. [That is, inspite of such horrors that Ravana created, the Lord made all efforts to 
avoid the war and give him a chance to amend himself. It was only when Ravana would 
not listen to any entreaties that he was finally eliminated. And even so the Lord ensured 
that his soul got emancipation and salvation instead of sending it to hell. This is proved 
by the fact that when Ravana died a bright effulgence of light emerged from his body 
and entered the body of Lord Ram—a visible sign of the individual Atma of Ravana 
entering and becoming one with the Supreme Atma represented by Lord Ram. This is the 
best destination and rest any soul can ever wish to have. It is a destiny for which great 
sages and saints yearn for but rarely ever achieve. ] 

Tulsidas says, 'Oh Sri Ram! I have come to understand your natural habit, 
temperament and inclinations. You had abandoned your nature of forgiveness for the 
sake of Vibhishan, because till the moment Ravana had kicked Vibhishan, you had not 
crushed his ego and pride (or decided to punish him by killing him).' 


arp was fearon aie wig fat, oy orea sear 
ata feraraz ARar dy Raag ate yier Haris 
ara AË sams ea goe- wel cor ale arta 
sma smi Haa aa, oada a gA IM 


4-The whole world knows how you had saved Sugriv from being drowned in the ocean of 
sorrows and made him the king of the monkeys. You had made Vibhishan, the wretched 
demon and brother of your enemy, as famous and renowned as Indra (the king of Gods). 
Merely on the excuse of chanting your name, you had accepted (a worthless wretch like) 
Tulsidas, an evil one like whom is not to be found elsewhere in the world. 

Tulsidas observes that Sri Ram is the only one to eliminate the sorrows of the 
distressed; there is no one like him in having mercy, grace, benediction and munificence 
towards the poor, the humble, the helpless, the hapless, and the wretched ones. 


ata Yetta A pA aga, ee S g a aA aÀ I 

asa uta Rag a, sog Road w agag Ñ il 

anada Aaa ga maaa aA A go | 

qe gN, gya, seh, aaa ARAR, oY St aS yoI 
5-He (Lord Ram) had made friends of even monkeys and bears, and protected them more 
diligently than one would his infant son. Vibhishan, who being immortal has been 
unethically enjoying his elder brother’s wife (Mandodari) even till now, but he became a 
bench-mark of saintliness (because he had taken refuge in the holy feet of the Lord). 

Tulsidas says that there is no one more merciful and protector of those who 

surrender (or seek refuge) than (or compared to) the Lord of the Kaushal-clan (Lord 
Ram). Anyone who adores and worships him can get all welfare and good luck inspite of 
his being cruel, low-caste, un-worthy and sinful. 
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Aa RAA zit ac, afé mapa mass aA ÈI 
aA ty act, geoiorfeas AA AA PA ÈI 
ara ferarazast welt a yell, a A, a Ra A èI 
AA AA mamaa saN, se wWarref aA È IGNI 


6-Hearing that aspersions were cast on the character of the most pure and exalted Sita, he 
(Lord Ram) had even abandoned her who was so pure that she had burnt (destroyed, 
eliminated, overcome) the vicious nature of fire to burn everything put into it. [This refers 
to the incident when Sita had entered a burning fire at the end of the war at Lanka to 
prove her innocence. She emerged unscathed. This established on the one hand that she 
was immaculate, and at the same time it freed the fire from being eternally accused of 
being fierce, cruel and scorching because till that date anything that entered the fire was 
reduced to ashes. ] 

Not only this, the Lord had even abandoned his most obedient and rightful brother 
Laxman (to protect his vows and uphold the law of duty and propriety), and summoned 
the citizens and lectured them on Dharma (rule of conduct and righteousness). [This 
refers to the Lord abandoning Laxman in the final days of his worldly sojourn when sage 
Durvasa came visiting and was prevented by Laxman from meeting the Lord. The sage 
forced him to enter the private chamber of the Lord inspite of the vow of the Lord that he 
would kill anyone if he disturbed him while he was meeting Kaal, the god of death, who 
had come earlier than Durvasa and was in the middle of a meeting with Lord Ram when 
Laxman came in without permission. To uphold his vow, the Lord was obliged to 
abandon Laxman as abandoning someone who is most dear is equivalent to killing him. ] 

But inspite of being so strict in obeying the laws of proper conduct, the same Lord 
had overlooked the apparent misdeeds of monkeys (e.g. Sugriv) and demons (e.g. 
Vibhishan) that they enjoyed the wives of their own slain elder brothers (Bali and Ravana 
respectively). In this way, Lord Ram has naturally tolerated, with a sense of forbearance 
and forgiveness, all the mischief, the misdemeanours and the misdeeds of those who have 
taken his protection and refuge (because he is so magnanimous, benevolent, merciful, 
obliging, kind and forgiving). [That is, the Lord could inflict punishment upon his own 
self by suffering from separation from his beloved brother Laxman who had served the 
Lord more than anyone else, not overlooking one single mistake Laxman had made, Le. 
entering without permission, but the same Lord had pardoned or overlooked greater 
mistakes and unrighteous deeds of his devotees such as Sugriv and Vibhishan. ] 


are sona HÙ sad, 30A Bz area aféet OI 

afaa, aa, oda, sonha aA mapya RÈ a a! 
AË me ag gng R, AÈ ara Aeg A S a LI 
gamů ! ag Aaea > ! aga saè èa SLI 1l 


7-You (Lord Ram) do not mind and pay attention to even great misdeeds or mistakes 
done by your servants (i.e. followers, devotees, subordinates etc.). The sins of Ganika 
(the prostitute), Gaj (the elephant), the Vulture (Jatau) and Ajaamil were innumerable, 
but they obtained that heavenly abode, which is too difficult to attain even by hermits and 
sages, by uttering your single name. 
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Tulsidas addresses himself and says, 'Oh Tulsi! Worship and constantly remember 
the Lord who is the most merciful and a gracious benefactor of the distressed, the 
destitute, the helpless and the hapless.’ 


ug AA pÀ year, YÈ RPEN GA AETI 

Pe WDA sere, BIT aapa Aig N a aeti 

za mR @ weit S uiga ue cea, wife ao cet! 
geet ! aol aba-faetraernl, clesl Ug wa a Bee Hell isi! 


8- The Lord proved Prahalad correct when he manifested himself from the pillar (of the 
palace of his father, the demon Hiranaykashipu) in the form of Lord Narshingh (the Man- 
Lion incarnation of Lord Vishnu)'. He showed his mercy instantly when the alligator had 
caught the foot of the elephant Gaja to pull him into the water to kill him. He protected 
Draupadi from being disrobed in front of thousands of kings (and preserved her dignity)’, 
and made Gods witnesses to the event. 

Tulsidas addresses himself saying, 'Oh Tulsidas, you must worship Lord Ram who 
can bail you out of your misfortunes and sorrows. Say, where has the Lord not honoured 
the promises and vows made by his devotees; where has the Lord not upheld the 
truthfulness of the words uttered by his devotees; where has the Lord not protected the 
self-respect and the dignity of his followers?’ 


[Note—'The story of Prahalad is narrated in the Glossary in appendix no. 2 
at the end of this book. 

*Draupadi—The insult of Draupadi in full court was one of the main reasons 
why the devastating clan war of Mahabharat was faught between the Pandavas 
and the Kurus in the battle-field of Kurushetra. The Pandavas were five brothers, 
and the Kurus were a hundred. The Kurus had cheated the Pandavas in a game of 
dice, and after having lost everything as a wager, the unfortunate Pandavas betted 
their wife Draupadi, and they lost her too. Once in the open court, the Kuru king 
Duryodhan asked his brother Dusshaashan to disrobe her. When her Sari (a body 
wrapping garment worn by women in India) was being pulled out so that she 
could be made naked, Draupadi appealed to Lord Krishna to protect her. The Lord 
assumed the form of cloth. The sinful king pulled and pulled, and a huge mound 
of cloth gathered, but the Sari never seemed to end. In this way the dignity and 
self-respect of Draupadi was preserved by the Lord. ] 


aan serfs aa ag Aa R ug, Ag RA Aa I 
usoa fesmteferdRa, dRa-dRe, AA SPRATA |I 

oi paaa daea AA, A are Beal 3a ya ll 
‘gery afer sma mA H, aoa HA PRÈ Sa Ii 


9-When Arjun’s wife Draupadi was being disrobed in the full court of Kaurav king 
Duryodhan, he (Lord Krishnna) gave her clothes (Sari) and removed the agony of her 
mind. He who eliminated the sorrows of Prahalad and protected Gaja (the elephant) is 
also a selfless friend and called a true benefactor of the distressed as he always 
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remembers his duties, words, responsibilities etc. towards them who have reposed their 
faith and trust in him. 

Tulsidas says that if one relies solely on such a Lord, it is certain that the Lord will 
protect him fully. 


Riven sen, fear uo dag Mg ya, yaa ad iI 
fersretreg feat aaSt-worst, ef aren, at arqga È Aad 
amia- RAs aa Raa arg ferent, ao oft zat 
aoaaa aag, T god! agama sae mg AA 01 


10-Lord Ram had provided liberation to sage Gautam’s wife (Ahilya) and made Kewat 
(the boatman) pure by accepting him as a friend—thereby establishing his good name. He 
gave Sabari (the backward, tribal woman) and the vulture Jatau his abode (in heaven), 
and established Sugriv on the throne (of Kishkindha) which is well known to all. He 
made Vibhishan, who was scared of Ravana, as a king (of Lanka) as a result of which he 
became renowned in the world. 

Tulsidas says to himself— 'Oh Tulsidas! Worship Lord Ram who is a treasury of 
mercy and compassion, and a benevolent Lord who is a true well-wisher of the destitute, 
the distressed, the helpless and the hapless. 


alr, ferraey faferenferaas wa wrt act uct Are | 
afea—eareaeat—aej—pent afer, ea Seles Sista 
vet sre Pè geet werapat 3 

sma, Aa, steerer gmg a a a 


11-Lord Ram had instantly removed the worries of Kausik (sage Vishwamitra), the 
sage’s wife (Ahilya), and king of Mithila (Janak). Hearing the story (and fate) of the 
brothers of Bali and Ravana (Sugriv and Vibhishan respectively), even enemies shower 
praises on the character and (benevolent, merciful, forgiving) natural temperament of our 
Lord Sri Ram. Tulsidas sings numerous such glories and famous tales of Lord Ram. He 
brings under the shadow of his out-stretched palms (like a protective umbrella) all those 
who are restless, distressed, wretched and destitute. 


A aè Area Mefa, soe MRBS Aafen | 

aa, waa, AA ae qu ay, gaa Ag mI 
gmi B Aaa Aa AM! wad ager wt ASd ae 
wA ga Bae goa, Bl A-A gél amea gm i12 11 


12-'Once Lord Ram accepts someone, the latter is accepted by all others (i.e. all follow 
him like obedient followers). The acceptance by the Lord is an all-time affair—i.e. once 
the Lord accepts someone, he never abandons him. He is not like other Gods who are 
selfish in the sense that when their interest is fulfilled they would not demur or think 
twice before abandoning the person. In the whole world—in the heavens, on the earth and 
in the subterranean world—there are numerous cruel kings and wicked lords, but even if 
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they are available free of cost they are not worthy to be accepted as lords by anyone. 
Tulsidas says that it is futile and worthless to serve them. 

Who can make the ‘humblest-than-dust’ servant greater than the huge mountain 
known as Mt. Sumeru except you oh Lord who is the courteous and graceful son of 
Dasrath (i.e. Lord Ram)? As a kind, compassionate, able and worthy Lord, you have no 
parallel; there is no one like you in the entire creation.’ 


agaa, ag, wf, Dae, Rer s-o 
uwa ma ! aa AAA a ATAA I 
sma sma Aa AAA MA SME, 
WA saag, A JAB ASERTA | | 
ag gaei, Ù Fa ator Gd, erent arg, 
far siiper A aè onara | 
ag aA carer qada! 
amà a A-A gA smaa ATA 1311 


13-'Oh Lord! All those whom you accepted—such as the demons, bears, monkeys, 
boatman, birds (Jatau)—immediately became worthy from being worthless. Distressed, 
destitute, wretched, poor, evil-ones—all who sought your refuge were accepted by you. 
This is the benevolent nature and merciful character of the Lord (Sri Ram) that he accepts 
even the most unworthy and distressed, and immediately transforms them into someone 
who is exceptionally worthy and fortunate. 

Tulsidas says—‘Although my name is ‘Tulsi’ (a holy plant), but I am worse 
(more sinful) than ‘Bhaang’ (a hallucination producing herb called cannabis sativa). Once 
you accepted me as one of your own servants (followers or devotees), I was started being 
called by the name that has ‘Das’ as a suffix. [I am being called ‘Tulsi+das = Tulsidas, 
literally meaning a servant or follower of a religious cult, system or Guru whose exalted 
name is Tulsi. ‘Tulsi’ is also very favourite of Lord Vishnu like the goddess Laxmi. 
Hence, I was blessed by Tulsi so much so that I became deemed to be her obedient 
servant, which in itself is a great fortune. ] 

You are so great that you have accepted a deceitful and cunning fellow like me! 
Oh Sri Ram! There is no able or kind master, or a merciful Lord like you; you are the 
only Lord who protects the dignity of those who have taken refuge with him. [In other 
words, other lords and masters tend to look down upon those humble and unfortunate 
people who have been forced to seek refuge with them due to their misfortunes, and these 
lords and masters tend to exploit their weakness and compulsions to serve their own 
vested interest, but you are so magnanimous and graceful that you give full respect and 
honour to such people and protect their dignity.]' 


agach mA aA, prem ypg pit 

IA fee wert! ef a He HA | 
aid—-ad-uraes! Aaaa Beat SË, 

fear siiper arr va as MAPT |I 
Wa, aarp! wae ay ara fav, 

gee-a apt ped oly AAR | 
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anual aaa A ama AERA 
yas, Basa Ag ARA JAMAA I 11411 


14-‘Oh Lord! You had killed the very strong and valiant Bali and made the coward 
Sugriv, who was a stupid and worthless fellow, your friend. You had accepted the demon 
(Vibhishan) who had committed a grave sin of betraying his own elder brother 
(Ravana)—inspite of it being against the laws of Dharma (probity and righteous 
conduct)—when he came to seek your protection and refuge. Oh king Dasrath’s able and 
worthy son, Sri Ram! Considering your natural tendency and benevolent temperament to 
protect the dignity of those servants/subordinates who have sought your refuge, the mind 
and heart of your servant (i.e. Tulsidas) feels extremely exuberant, happy, ecstatic, 
exhilarant and delightful that he has chosen you as his Lord.’ 
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15-Lord Ram is an ocean of beauty, good and noble character, sea of virtues, friend of the 
distressed, treasury of mercy, the best and most exalted amongst the wise, fearless in 
expressing himself, and peerless in the strength of his arms. He performed the last rites of 
a vulture (Jatau), praised the fruits offered to him by Sabari, vanquished the curse of 
Ahilya (who was turned into a stone), and showed affection towards Bhils (tribals or 
forest inhabitants). 

Tulsidas says that one feels greatly encouraged and reassured on hearing the 
nature and temperament of Lord Ram. Who would not sacrifice (surrender) himself and 
feel sold-out at the hands of the Lord with such a great, noble and benevolent character! 
Those who have no attachment with and affection for such a Lord are indeed very 
unlucky, and (it appears that) luck has run away from (i.e. forsaken or abandoned) such a 
man who is swayed by selfish interests and greed. 


RRRA, AERA GB AERO, 


gna ah, A enaena gA I G 1 


405 


16-Who is a better Lord and Master in this world than Lord Ram who is the best amongst 
the brave and an Emperor of kings, by taking (i.e. remembering or invoking) whose name 
even the barren moor becomes a habitable and fertile land, and by remembering whom 
even an owl (i.e. an idiot) becomes a swan (a wise-one)? He (Lord Ram) gave salvation 
to Kewat, a stone (Ahilya), demons, monkeys and bears, and even accepted the wicked 
idiot like Tulsidas. Who is more trustworthy, a better protector of refuge-seekers (or 
subordinates, servants, followers), kin of those in sorrow, benefactor of the meek and 
weak, and a treasury (fount) of mercy, compassion and grace than Lord Sri Ram? 


aa Ree cites ciluret ed Ba, 
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17-The various Lokpals (custodians of the world, e.g. Indra) were there to look after the 
needs of, and eliminate the sorrows (troubles) of, the Lokas (worlds), but till now none of 
them had bothered about feeding and the general well-being of bears and monkeys. 

Poor Vibhishan, who was as weak and fragile as a sand-house (like the ones made 
on the beach by children, it collapses almost immediately), was made strong and 
invincible like a mountain similar to Vajra (a weapon of Indra which is the strongest 
thing in existence as well as is invincible) by a mere wish of Lord Ram. 

Corrupt and wicked people become free from sins immediately on taking the 
shelter of his (Ram’s) holy Name. Indeed, who will not be satisfied (pleased and 
contented) by getting a bundle or pot of wealth (treasure) without having to make any 
effort for it? [Saying of the Lord’s name requires least of efforts; it is easy on the tongue 
and needs no special effort and time such as is required for doing Yoga and pursuing 
other means of attaining salvation and emancipation. But its benefits are immense. This is 
equivalent to getting a huge trove of treasure as reward without making the minimal of 
efforts to acquire it.] 

Tulsidas lovingly complains to his Lord and says, 'Oh the ocean of virtuous 
qualities! You are not paying due attention towards me! Indeed, say, who can mend what 
has already gone wrong better than you? [That is, who can give salvation to this wretched 
Tulsidas, who has already wasted his life in vain, except you?]' 


Ina ferarst ‘uray è ape terest 
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18-"You had purified the chief of sinners (Ajaamil) when he called out the name of his 
son (Narain; this word happens to be one of the thousand names of Lord Vishnu), and 
removed the sorrows of Gaja (the elephant) as soon as he cried out ‘save me Lord!’ You 
had even merged the soul of that old Bhil woman (Sabari), who was the daughter of 
cunning (crafty, deceitful) parents, luckless, of low birth and ignorant and foolish, into 
your Supreme-Self. 

Now, I pray, you give salvation to Tulsidas also. At last, don’t forget me (or 
overlook me). I have great faith in your caring and merciful character. Oh God (Sri 
Ram)! You are the abode of mercy; you always help the poor. Oh Lord! (It appears 
that—) It is my bad luck that when my turn comes for liberation (from worldly 
bondages), you have become negligent (or you are showing lack of interest or enthusiasm 
in protecting me). [It is not that Tulsidas is accusing the Lord with any malefic intention 
of giving him a bad name, but he is doing it in a lovable manner to draw his attention 
towards himself just like a child chides its mother of neglecting it inspite of knowing that 
the mother is extremely caring and loving, and no one loves the child more than the 
mother. The child feels that it needs to draw the mother’s attention towards itself, though 
the mother is already caring for the child. The mother too does not take this chiding 
seriously, and instead love and affection begins to heave inside her bosom.] ' 
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19-'Oh Lord! You had shown your kindness to the stone lying in your way (Ahilya), and 
had graciously accepted Kiraat, the Bhil-woman (Sabari), Sugriv and even the demon 
Vibhishan by their mere bowing their heads before you. Oh the best amongst the virtuous 
ones! It was Hanuman who had actually done true service to you, as a result of which you 
were indebted and obliged to him. Wicked liars like Tulsidas become truthful on 
invoking your holy Name even as the mud on the way becomes invaluable on contact 
with musk. If I ask you something in this context, please do not mind. Oh Sri Ram! I beg 
to know from you, say, on whom have you shown kindness based on the quality of his 
service? [Tulsidas means that the Lord is so magnanimous and gracious that he loves his 
poor and wretched devotee and follower out of simple affection for him, and not because 
he has served the Lord in any way better than the other. So, why is the Lord not paying 
heed to Tulsidas though he has not been able to serve the Lord according to his 
expectations? Tulsidas says ‘Oh Lord. No one has served you so well as to please you 
sufficiently enough that you shower your kindness on him. Then why don't you show this 
same kindness on me also?]' 
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20-'Kausik (sage Vishwamitra) was satisfied by your merely accompanying him; Ahilya, 
who was turned into stone, was librated by your mere touch; and Janak’s aim was fulfiled 
by the breaking of the bow which broke when you merely touched it. 

The Kols, animals (monkeys and bears), Sabari, vulture (Jatau) and demons 
(Vibhishan) had some minor (small or trifle) desires (or expectations), but they were 
rewarded bountifully by you (i.e. they got more than what they had expected). Oh Lord 
who is an expert in millions (countless) of artful tacts, and who is a merciful protector of 
those who beg or request before you! I fondly beg before you! This humble-as-a-straw 
Tulsidas has very little to say (he is not demanding or expecting much). Oh king 
Dasrath’s able and most exalted son, Sri Ram! Even the writings of a Brahma-like 
astrologer (the predictions of whom can’t generally go wrong) can be waived or erased 
by as much as a wishful glance from you! [So, please be look at me with your merciful 
glance and have compassion for me. It is my firm belief that if you would as simply as 
look at me even in the passing, my fortunes would be made.]' 
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21-'I have already heard about the sin (of adultery) of the stone (Ahilya), your meeting 
with Nishad (boat-man) and vulture (Jatau), and that you had gone to Sabari on your own 
(without invitation). You had, in front of Bharat in the midst of the royal assembly, 
affectionately, respectfully and obligingly praised your servants (subordinates) such as 
the king of monkeys (Sugriv) and Vibhishan as being equal to the holy river Ganges in 
purity. I have carefully decided and have come to the conclusion that you are the only 
Lord who is an able sustainer of the indolent, luckless, sinners, distressed and destitute. 

Tulsidas says further, 'Oh Ram, the friend of the wretched! You are the eliminator 
of sins, sorrows and poverty. There is no one as merciful as you in this world.’ 
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22-He (Lord Ram) made Bali’s brother (Sugriv) his friend, and the former’s (Bali’s) son 
(Angad) as his messenger; he made the brother of an arch enemy like Ravana one of his 
senior ministers (a reference to Vibhishan); he performed the last rites (funeral) of Jatau 
(a vulture) and Sabari (a low-born woman); and upon seeing the burnt-out city of Lanka 
he felt guilty Gnstead of rejoicing at ruining an enemy’s city, because he regretted that 
now he would have to give a burnt-out city while making Vibhishan its king). 

Tulsidas wonders ‘who would not succeed in the service of such a kind and 
obliging Lord?’ There are numerous Lokas (worlds) and each has its own Lord. Who will 
dare or want to call any of these Lords inferior to the other? But Tulsidas says that as far 
as he is concerned, there is no other Lord more gracious, kind, merciful, munificent and 
benevolent than Lord Ram who can be served by those overcome by misfortunes and 
miseries, who is worthy of more praise and honour, and who can be remembered with 
more reverence and love. 
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23-The kings of the earth (terrestrial world), the kings of serpents (subterranean world), 
the Gods of heaven (celestial world), and the Lokpals (custodians of all the directions of 
the world)—all of them show kindness due to some vested interest (i.e. they are selfish). I 
have measured (found out) their hearts (intentions). No one respects cowards and the 
downtrodden; everyone prefers (is pleased with) expert helpers/subordinates. 

Tulsidas says what he feels is the truth; he does not take sides with any one. Say, 
which master or lord has made bears and monkeys servants of his personal palace or 
residence (i.e. kept them in his personal service and close to him) like Lord Ram has 
done? It is only at the door of Lord Ram that wretched, weak, meek, unworthy, cowards 
and indolent like me (Tulsidas) are summoned and given due respect, are shown kindness 
and mercy. 


Nn 
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24-The kings of this world give rewards according to the service rendered to them much 
like a well which gives water to the thirsty only if they have a rope to pull water out of it 
with the help of a bucket. Otherwise, they go thirsty inspite of there being a lot of water 
in the well. [It means that like water cannot be drawn from a well without a rope, one 
cannot expect anything from a king without possessing some quality that is of some 
benefit for the king]. 

Tulsidas says that by all accounts considered by a cool head (i.e. after proper 
calculations and deliberations), he has come to the conclusion that there are many Gods 
who give wealth and boons for some vested self interest or expectations from their 
worshippers. But Sri Ram is a selfless Lord because he even regarded a vulture (Jatau) as 
his Guru (father) and treated bears and monkeys as his friends. The Lord’s glorious 
stories and famed deeds are pure and purifying for the soul to sing. 

Whereas all other kings accept a servant after properly testing him like one does 
while purchasing gold or other valuable items by properly testing their purity, 
ascertaining their value, weight etc., the son of Dasrath (Sri Ram) is the only refuge for 
the worthless wretches. [Those who have no succour and solace anywhere in this world, 
those who are rejected by the world as being worthless, they find refuge with Lord Ram. 
He accepts all those rejected by other kings and the world without asking them any 
question as to their worthiness. He accepts them with open arms and without reservations 
of any kind.] 
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25-It is the natural tendency or an established tradition with the Lord (Sri Ram) that once 
he accepts someone, he reduces his sins, sorrows and wants to a minimal fraction 
possible. His name is like a Kalpa Tree (the evergreen tree of the gods that is able to give 
any desired fruit) that provides all the four celebrated fruits (rewards) of Artha (wealth), 
Dharma (righteousness), Kaam (fulfilled desires) and Moksha (salvation) to the devotee 
just for the asking. 

Tulsidas says who would (i.e. is foolish enough to) plant Acacia and Castor plants 
(instead of such a wonderful Kalpa Tree)? Who would beg before worldly kings? Who 
would take the trouble to go on long voyages to earn money? If anyone giver of alms is 
pleased, he would give a penny at the most, excepting Sri Ram of course, for he is an 
ocean of mercy and kindness, and the Lord of the Lokpals. [That is, Lord Ram is like an 
Emperor as compared to other charitable kings and alms-givers.] In front of who else 
should one stretch one’s hand to seek anything? 
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26-Laxmi (goddess of wealth), whose mere benign glance can make a man a King of men 
and the Gods receive comfortable and pleasant abodes, abandons her naturally transient 
and restless character and tries to enchant Lord Ram in the form of Lord Vishnu by using 
numerous methods. Tulsidas asks himself—'Don’t you feel ashamed at yourself at asking 
for morsels of leftover food that is thrown to a dog (i.e. asking for worthless things, or 
small favours and comforts) while calling yourself a servant (or devotee) of such a great 
Lord as Sri Ram? Being servants of Sri Ram, those who seek anything from anyone 
else—let their tongues be burnt! [That is, it is a matter of great shame, ignominy and self- 
insult that one should request anything from anyone else, such as Gods, Goddesses and 
others, when one has Lord Ram as his benevolent and most magnanimous all-round 
protector and sustainer. ]' 


ws Ua fact ofé ce wh, peel omg Ñ eera 
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27-Indeed, marvel at the art of that Lord of the land (here implying the universe) who had 
moulded this (live) body out of the five inanimate substances (air, water, earth, fire, sky). 
If he can look after (i.e. sustain) all the animate as well as the inanimate creation, say, 
why would he not look after his devotees (who is completely dependent upon him)? 
Tulsidas addresses himself, saying, 'Oh Tulsidas, say who is comparable to Lord Ram 
whose household maid is Laxmi (the goddess of wealth and prosperity) herself? Anyone 
who relies on such an able Lord should not bother about having to please others.’ 


oor A3 AS a, MA3 ol feet onfasr omaan 21 
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28-One should not beg for anything from anyone in this world. If it is necessary to ask, 
then one should ask from Lord Ram silently (i.e. prayerfully, quietly, mentally, without 
making a show of it), because as soon as one seeks from him, the seeker’s wants and 
shortages—his poverty and desires which are burning (tormenting) the world endlessly— 
are burnt (i.e. eliminated) instantly themselves. [This world is constantly suffering from 
desires of one or the other kind. Sri Ram is capable of exhausting this fuel of ‘desire’, 
thereby giving immense relief to this turbulent and tormented world. ] 

Consider the condition of Vibhishan and remember that of Hanuman. Tulsidas 
says to himself, 'Oh Tulsidas! Worship Sri Ram, who is like a ‘Davanal’ (the dooms-day 
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fire; the wild forest fire) to burn the sins in the shape of poverty, and is like a sword to cut 
down millions of (countless) troubles.' 


gg wre feu, ferq ag fav aoma gaoa 21 
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29-[Tulsidas gives this wise advice—] 'Oh Tulsidas! Hear the virtuous stories of Sri Ram 
with full ears (i.e. with full attention and devotion). Always remember (think of) Sri 
Ram’s beauteous countenance (form) that holds a bow and arrow, for he is the abode of 
all bliss. Chant Sri Ram’s holy Name respectfully with your tongue day and night. 
Always keep the company of virtuous, noble and saintly persons, and forsake or abandon 
any kind of contact or dealings with persons who are deceitful. Avoid the path that is 
unrighteous and improper, and abhor bad company. ' 


Ja, aR, 30S, WA, Ras Roag Her gana Xi 
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30-'You should consider as a great and evil company your son, wife, household, friends, 
family—you should leave attachments towards them and be indifferent towards them. 
Why don’t you stay in the assembly (company) of saints instead? What is the purpose of 
having this body, have you ever wondered? Just think over it.’ 

Tulsidas says to himself, 'Oh you idiot! Don’t spoil the work and lose the golden 
opportunity. Don’t wander aimlessly like a greedy dog, and instead worship Lord Ram.' 
[Tulsidas has compared the body of a man entangled in the world to that of a dog who 
goes from one household to another one seeking morsels of food, and getting insulted and 
shooed away. The stupid dog nibbles at a dry piece of bone and thinks that it has got the 
treasure of its life. Well, a man has got a human body, and it is a golden opportunity 
given to him to seek final liberation and freedom from the chain of endless birth and 
death. And he must not let go of this once-in-a-life time chance. Worldly relationships are 
always entangling and based on selfishness. A person is loved or wanted only till the time 
he meets the demands of those around them or serves their self-interest. Otherwise, the 
world begins to treat him as dust. So Tulsidas advises that it is better to be in the 
company of wise saints because this would help the person develop renunciation with the 
world of artificiality and instead develop attachment with the world of reality and truth— 
i.e. the world related to the Atma and the Parmatma, the world of self-realisation and 
spiritual truth that leads to one’s emancipation and salvation. ] 
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31-'In the night of youthfulness you have become enamoured of the pleasures of the 
senses (in the form of another person’s woman). You do not get renunciation (or are not 
inspired) even after looking at the gate keepers of Yam (the God of Death and Hell) in 
the form of sorrows, diseases, separations and various losses that you witness happening 
all around you in this horrifying world. You have forgotten all the horrors of your 
previous life and those suffered by you in the past in this life itself due to attachments and 
delusions that surround you. Now it is dawn, so wake up and run away from all this great 
fear created by ignorance. The death and its attendent agonies in the shape of a sun have 
risen in the east represented by your old age. Oh you dud! You still don’t wake up!’ 


waa Aè Aa, sàs an ya ofr ost, a ds ah 
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32-'From whichever womb you had emerged (took birth as whatever type of creature), 
you did so many types of deeds (made so many efforts) for obtaining happiness. You had 
many favourites (in the beginning) such as parents, kin etc., but later on they were cause 
of heart-burn.' 

Tulsidas talks about himself saying, 'At least, and at last, become a servant of Sri 
Ram even now and assume the temperament and demeanours of a Chatak (if you want 
real peace and happiness). [This bird does not seek water from any one except the rain- 
bearing cloud. Likewise, Tulsidas advises that one should also not seek anything from 
anyone else except Sri Ram]. You have assumed the form of a great and noble bird 
known as the Swan, and do the despicable deeds of like that of a crane/stork and a 
crow—you should stop this falsehood forthwith. [Tulsidas says that you pretend to be 
wise and learned like the bird swan that is considered a wise bird because it has the 
uncanny ability to pick up pearls amongst an assortment of gems, and drinks pure milk 
and leaves behind the water content that adulterates it. But your deeds are quite the 
opposite—for you are cunning, deceitful and clever like a crow and a stork. This is not 
good for you, because you are not only cheating the world but also cheating your own 
self. ]' 


afl adalat, acl Gat Gey, BATS Bits aot afe Bi 
wor afer GB ves azo A, ASA, MA wat ale Gi 
S a aag mea Wis, “dere gs aag S aè Bi 
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33-"You have taken birth in the holy land of Bharat (India), in an exalted clan (Arya race), 
and have found a good society and body.’ Tulsidas says that in such a fortunate 
circumstance, a person who abandons anger and harsh words, tolerates rain, winter 
(cold), wind (storms) and heat (summer), and always worships Lord Ram with concerted 
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and focused devotion like the Chatak bird (as described in verse no. 32)—such a person 
is to be considered wise and clever. Otherwise, all others (except Sri Ram’s sincere 
devotees) are using a golden plough harnessed to a Kamdhenu cow, but sowing seeds of 
poison. [He means that these people are spoiling the opportunity offered to them, and 
inspite of having a golden plough and the all wish-fulfilling cow at their disposal, they 
are sowing worthless seeds by pursuing this world of delusions and the pleasures of the 
sense organs, instead of devoting their time in thinking of their salvation and 
emancipation by adopting the easy path of having devotion for Lord Ram and invoking 
his merciful Name. How foolish of them if they don’t do it!] 


oT Bead yaa yea, yore yeftorerafer zd 
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34-Tulsidas says, 'I raise my hands and declare solemnly that those persons who abandon 
all deceit and falsehood and surrender themselves to Lord Ram by all means, are the 
‘Sadhus’—those persons who are holy, pious, simple and pure at heart, those who are 
virtuous, noble, worthy and most exalted. Even the Gods and the pilgrim cities come to 
them when they wish to see or visit them, and these entities themselves become pure and 
holy when they are touched by such exalted Sadhus. Indeed, such persons become a 
treasury of all goodness and virtues, and they get universal affection and respect from all.' 
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35-Tulsidas says, 'A person who abandons attractions or attachments towards his body 
and household, and surrenders himself, unconditionally and without reservations, to Lord 
Ram as soon as possible—such an exalted person is like my mother, father, brother, wife, 
son, benefactor, kin, a true friend, a faithful and obedient servant/subordinate, guru 
(teacher), Lord (God), master et al—in fact every relation that exists is embodied in him. 
What more can I say, he becomes dearer to me than my own life.’ 
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36-'Sri Ram is my mother, father, teacher, friend, companion, son and Lord, and the 
dearest. I swear in the name of Sri Ram that I rely only upon him. I have coloured myself 
in his paint (i.e. I have lost any other identity except as an ardent devotee of Sri Ram). 
And I don’t find interest in anyone else except my Lord Sri Ram.' 
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Tulsidas further says, 'He who is dear to Lord Ram while alive and becomes one 
with Sri Ram after death, who has only one reliance of Lord Ram in his life—he is the 
one who actually ‘lives’ in this world fruitfully, while all others are really dead, though 
they have a body which moves and speaks." 
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37-The peerless and most beauteous image (vision) of Lord Ram and Sita is like a 
fathomless body of water for the fish in the form of the eyes. To have ears that hear the 
stories of Lord Ram, the mouth that chants the name of Lord Ram, the heart in which 
Lord Ram resides, the mind and the intellect that is engrossed in the thoughts of Lord 
Ram, to have Lord Ram as the only reliance in this world, to have affection and devotion 
only for Lord Ram, and to regard Lord Ram as the only source of strength and support— 
Tulsidas says that he does not know about others, but for him (i.e. according to his 
wisdom) this is the only fruit (benefit) of taking birth (living) in this world as a living 
being. 


aned aA RAA aA! yqa Ra ge g A 
az aM RRR ae S, gÙ Hea amaa urn a Bi 
geet wz oR wt feed, of gar ok dere gA 
of te wag a waz ul, ait ee aes DB ore Fert 113811 


38-'Oh Lord Sri Ram, the son of Dasrath and the best amongst donors I have heard of 
your fame and noble character being sung by the Purans. Amongst all the humans, the 
serpents (i.e. creatures of the subterranean world), the Gods and the demons—who has 
not got his desires fulfilled by seeking what they desire from you? If the Lord, who is 
kind towards the distressed and the poor, is kind enough to hear what I say, then this 
Tulsidas prays with folded hands that it is useless to have a body and live with it without 
having affection and devotion for you.' [Amongst all the living beings in this creation, 
only those creatures who have devotion for Sri Ram are fruitfully living and putting their 
life and their bodies to good use; the rest of them are as good as dead.] 


SOF BY, Ua wed FT sig AET ÈI 
ao! dpe Afp, pgd da, Pia Bel Bil 

ua gerne fear sam AET È| 

wes Get at cent al ola werd ore wet 2113911 


39-Tulsidas addresses himself and says—'Oh you wicked fellow! Those saints who have 
realised the true nature of this world (literally, measured the world) repeatedly assert that 
it is deluding, false and illusionary, but you suffer for it (in trying to enjoy it or please it 
or acquire it), and you express lamentations or regrets (at not being successful at it) by 
baring your teeth. You seem to be very proud of your wisdom’, but according to Tulsidas, 
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‘you are a great fool. If you could not realise (the true nature of) Lord Ram, then you have 
not actually realised anything.’ 


fetes Gd wz, Ur, wat ae, Usa Ta a a we HS Ù I 
‘gear of weet àg ad A aA ug ve, favre a gI 
weet wma ae Ad ca ara, as fa ais, os fea a 
aR as A otag, oreraterer! fort cor geet faa S401! 


40-Tulsidas says that those who do not have affection for Lord Ram are really as good as 
animals—they only lack a tail and two horns. Even dogs, donkeys and pigs are better 
than them, because being animals, they at least keep quiet (i.e. don’t boast that they are 
wise and fortunate). Why did their mothers not die while they were in their wombs, why 
did not she become barren, or why did she not abort? Oh Sri Janki Nath (Sri Ram). Those 
who live a life devoid of you are worth burning to ashes. [Tulsidas means that a life 
devoid of affection and devotion towards Sri Ram is futile, useless and not worth living. ] 


oet-aifst-aer, ater R ater, afer, ya ate as wa a 
at, gg mA aS HÀ, aog ale gè Ba V1 
aa Aes mer è gmh, seat a pa AÀ fea XI 
aR ms A staa omama! AÀ So ged Rag IMAI 


41-One has all the comforts and wealth of this world—such as many elephants and 
horses, many good warriors at service, wife and sons who are obedient, abundance of 
land and wealth, a comfortable household and a healthy body—all are favourable and 
according to one’s liking, and one enjoys comforts greater than the abode of Gods. But 
Tulsidas says that all this is futile, useless and without meaning and substance; nothing 
belongs to us. All this is a two-day dream (i.e. temporary, transient). Oh Sri Ram, the 
Lord of Janki (Sita)! Those who live in this world devoid of your grace and having 
devotion for you, let their life be burnt to ashes (i.e. it is useless to live such a life, so let 
it perish). 


Beet Bl wWel-wAatol, wales faster, gafra- ey A I 
qang- mag- S, A-A, yg- stage ar! 
BR o, ara m, amà P M ad, ate Ag A I 
aa ora, gaf Pè gae, Ù a aoaaa ag A I 4211 


42-A person may possess royal paraphernalia and regal grandeur comparable to Indra, 
fame and renown comparable to Brahma, wealth and prosperity comparable to Kuber, 
may be swift like the wind, splendorous and dazzling like the fire, scepter-wielder like 
the Yam (God of Death and Hell), be soothing, cool and producer of love and 
affectionate feelings like the moon, be an illuminator of the world like the sun, be an 
ornament of the world (i.e. most worthy); be very fortitudinous and tolerant by 
meditating and practicing Yoga that enables one to exercise exemplary control over the 
power of wind (breath)—inspite of all the above eclectic qualities that one possesses, 
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Tulsidas says truthfully that if one does not become a servant (devotee, follower) of Lord 
Ram, then all these achievements are futile and worthless. 


ag- wu, Varo fecty—-A, M-A alot, oery—-VW Arey | 
eRdg-S ula, a fafa, aga—-S aAA A-AA 1 
Bea af, area apa, faroflaar cera À aiferepret | 
va av al war ‘gael’, of U ufsractaa way a oe 14311 


43—lIf a man did not realise (recognise) who Sri Ram, the lotus-eyed Lord, is, then what 
is the use of his possessing other exceptional qualities and characters, such as for 
example his being as attractive and charming in appearance as Kamdeo (the most 
charming and attractive god in physical beauty), his being as radiant and dazzling in 
personality as the sun itself, his being as soothing and comforting as the moon, his being 
as respected and honoured as Lord Ganesh (the elephant-headed god who is the most 
revered god and worshipped before other gods during any religious ceremony), his being 
equivalent to king Harischandra in upholding the virtues of truthfulness, his being as 
exalted as the creator Brahma, his being able to enjoy a kingly life like that of Indra (the 
king of gods who enjoys the best of kingly life in this creation), his being as wise and 
learned as the parrot sage known as Sukdeo (who had recited the Sri Bhagwat Maha 
Puran), his being an expert orator like goddess Saraswati herself, and his having a life 
longer than sage Lomash (who is said to have an eternal life). 

[In other words, all the eclectic qualities that exist in this world would be of no 
value and would not make a man worthy of respect and honour if he does not have the 
wisdom to know the reality of Lord Ram as a personified form of the Supreme Being. ] 


Gad alt step Ado viol-or, Ae 3ig 

So ao Sai ean es ae a ae a 

adaz dage saoe, me: ao we a Bald | 

va av ad ower, gael, ot U craters Sor a amd i441 


44—/Tulsidas asserts that all the glories and worldly pomp are futile if one does not have 
devotion and love for Lord Ram so much so that he loses his independent indentity and 
becomes one with the Lord.] 

A person (such as an Emperor) may have numerous healthy and robust elephants tied 
with chains and swaying to and fro at the gates of his residence (palace), he may have a 
large number of horses who are as swift or even faster than the wind and the speed of 
mind available in the stable, there may be present a moon-faced (beautiful) wife in the 
household to look at, and outside his gates there may be a crowd of renowned kings of 
stature, who are so numerous that they could not be accommodated inside the court (and 
so spilled over outside), waiting for their turn to meet this person (Emperor)—but 
Tulsidas says that inspite of such great and exceptionally good fortunes, pomp, 
pageantry, circumstance and fame, if one does not paint oneself in the colour of Sri Ram 
(i.e. if one does not totally identifies oneself with the Supreme Lord and extinguishes his 
independent existence and identity by total surrender to the Lord), then what is the good 


417 


and the use of this show, pretension and drama of grandeur and majesty (as described 
above). 


Wat Bea varerpet fafers wepr sit vet faRa ov 
Ud Woe, Yetta foe, feror deat aa Ag al! 
aufa-Rifeg we ‘qeaei weet aera fead faq an 
cates ote feat cor VAS cia a cia Hes i45 11 


45—One may possess the lease-deed written by the creator Brahma himself of fifty 
kingdoms as magnificent as those of Indra’s, he may have sons who are very worthy, he 
may have a faithful wife who puts to shame the pride of Rati (the consort of Kamdeo) by 
her beauty, who has all the Ridhis and Sidhis (prosperity, wealth, achievements, 
acquisitions, possessions etc.) available in great abundance and in accordance to one’s 
likings—but Tulsidas says that if one does not understand or recognise or know who 
Lord Sri Ram is, then he is not fit to be called a living being inspite of all the worldly 
glamour, grandeur and magnificent possessions he may have. 


gaoa Aaa ot Wheat Hl, Ueda Bs were | 

faces BAIS ASA SW ae, HG al a art, we VU aR 
‘qe’ gq get car as eRa, feat ay ake wo oar 
afer sma A ag zguifcrept, cerecerept afer car—aheer 1146 11 


46—Those who are hungry and emaciated, and therefore roam hungrily for bread, and 
those whose entire wealth consists of a rope to tie a bundle of grass and a weeder—if 
they find a huge mountain of gold as large as Mt. Sumeru, they wouldn’t be satisfied 
although that would be sufficient to fill their house (i.e. they can have all possible 
worldly possessions, but their greed for more won’t abate). 

Tulsidas says that he has observed (experienced and witnessed) greater poverty and 
wants in life when he had lost all hopes of redemption. But, when he became a devout 
devotee of Lord Ram, all his needs were taken care of by Lord Ram who is like a river of 
mercy and kindness. [Here, Tulsidas emphasizes the need for satisfaction or 
contentedness in whatever one has, because greed, avarice, wistfulness and yearnings 
have no end. Then again he emphasizes the need to have devotion for the Lord because 
then it would be the responsibility of the Lord to look after the well-being of his devotee 
and take care of his basic needs. Tulsidas affirms this fact out of his personal experience 
because earlier he had to seek the help of the world to sustain himself and meet his 
primary needs also, but once he took the refuge of Lord Ram all his worries melted 
away.] 


wr ake eka Rav, Rad yfer pt, af of ae 
sau afe at, fe ua at, afte afé a, ak of Re 
ga ag ma BË sud aà aè pog ad she! 

Brat we ete a Strat, of 0 oma- AA BRÈ |1711 
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47—When God has emptied anything, who can fill it, and vice-versa. If anyone is 
established by Lord Sri Ram, who can uproot him, and if anyone is uprooted by the Lord, 
then who has the power to establish him? 

Recognising this fact, Tulsidas will never be afraid of Kaal (time, death, destiny) 
even in his dreams because if Lord Ram shows kindness and mercy towards him, then 
whatever others may think or do shall make no difference or in anyway cause any harm 
to him. [That is, Tulsidas believes that if Lord Ram is munificent and benevolent towards 
him then he is not at all bothered about the world, and nothing would affect him in the 
least. ] 


Set wat Halas, Uap Acordes HG re ale 

alaa AS ach, s gà B, a weil qa ARI 

ag Rog adi vectefé pra PERD aa A TI 

pres aa P ge A À aR aA, A AMR ar 214811 


48—(Referring to Prahalad, the child devotee of Lord Vishnu, Tulsidas says—) 
Ferocious and venomous snakes, terrible poisons, a blazing fire, and even the tusks of 
wild elephants got broken, but none of them could harm Prahalad. ‘Troubles’? became 
alarmed themselves and ran away from him. Even those obedient servants who were 
afraid of disobeying the king (Prahalad’s demon father) declined to carry out their duties 
(and obey him). Inspite of all the torments inflicted upon him, Prahalad did not worry and 
neither did he suffer from any pains and sorrows because he was dependent on and 
relying upon the strength of Lord Narsingh (the Man-Lion incarnation of Lord Vishnu 
who had intervened to protect Prahalad and kill his demon father who had been 
tormenting the child endlessly to force him to give up having love and devotion for Lord 
Vishnu). 

Similarly, why should Tulsidas be afraid of anyone? If Lord Sri Ram protects him, 
who can kill or harm him? 


eur forest pg pro adi, a apg Hey fori Ae AR! 
we facet uzafé a, of faq de—faora Ht fea ASI 
gmd AÈ gN MY, e 
wer aai ust afé st, fede em Am Ag ANI M9 


49—Only those people who are like animals (i.e. they have no wisdom and a sense of 
dignity and self-respect) bother about, or try to appease others in the hope of help and 
support from them, though it actually does not matter if the latter are favourable towards 
them or opposed to them. 

[It means that many people, though they are not animals, forget their true goal or 
purpose in life, and spend their time pursuing worldly objects, pleasures or simply worry 
about food and comfort of the sense organs. They would stoop to any level to fulfil these 
objectives. They try to please other people because they think that they could derive some 
benefit by such relationship. ] 

Tulsidas says that a person who relies on such a magnanimous and kind-hearted Lord 
such as Sri Ram—the Lord who is easy to please with even a small or a minor form of 
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service and a little bit of devotion (i.e. not much effort is required to please Sri Ram)— 
has nothing to worry about in this world. Such a man snaps relations with those who try 
to please the world, and himself moves about in this world without any care. [He does not 
bother to please anyone else in this world because he has already pleased the Lord of the 
world known as Sri Ram. |] 


wea, ae, ar, gk, aag, ene, casi az) 
wpe wife cel ‘qa, ya, ard, fro, fea, dy a az 
aRiè way pura del, eqaia—Ba Baw S Gfe Hr 

ale, Palade, Wael Wels Ug Berta ALI15011 


50—A person may face unpredictable circumstances at unpredictable places that cause 
him a lot of misery and pain. Adversities may confront him anywhere in life—it may be 
in a forest, on the mountain, in water (as when taking a bath in a river when his legs slips 
and he is drowned), during a storm, in the form of mistakenly eating or drinking a potent 
poison, in the form of various diseases, in the form of a ravaging fire that burns down 
everything that he possesses, in the form of being surrounded by enemies, and in 
numerous other ways in which troubles and misfortunes may grasp a man in his life. 

He may find himself all alone to face these adversities, misfortunes, miseries and 
troubles with none of his worldly relations such as his parents, his brothers, his friends, 
his sons or his other relatives and kin being present there to help him—Tulsidas reassures 
such a man who finds himself trapped alone and overcome by terror that even in such 
dire straits and adverse circumstances, the merciful Lord Ram, who has a powerful helper 
such as Hanuman, is there to protect you, and he will protect you. 

Tulsidas asserts that a man must have firm faith in the Lord and be convinced that 
‘Sri Ram is my only protector and helper in the three worlds consisting of the land 
(earth), air (sky) and the subterranean. [And therefore, I have nothing to worry about and 
fear from. ]’ 


Bed amoo A A aè ate aie eer 

ag a ag, a a-a, ga- Rea aa- eN |] | 
arafa A, yera sma Pa ya, ag 3N SN | 

Ba Bure ae gon mnre ieg dfe—peer 15111 


51—When the messengers of Yam (God of Death and Hell) shall tie a knot around my 
neck and take (drag) me away on his orders, there will be no father, mother, lord, friend, 
son or brother to share my troubles, torments and fate. I’ll be alone to face and bear that 
horrible torture and suffering. Who would listen to my wails and cries of distress at that 
time? I would be surrounded by wrathful, admonishing and scowling messengers of 
death. Tulsidas says that at that moment there will be only one—the merciful son of 
Dasrath, Lord Sri Ram—to break my shackles, and provide me liberation from my 
sufferings. 
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asl aao, M ad, ae A crete da eda! 

aè m ai, mm a yn, a Ag aa, a cle waders 
gmt aè mg- a am, aÈ AS PA saia ede | 
aet faq sra ag pua Aea yo è se AAN | 15211 


52—(Describing the horrors of the Vaitarni River, literally the river which drowns, that 
flows in hell, Tulsidas says)—'In the Vaitarni River there are numerous tormenting and 
ferocious messengers of death represented by sharp-toothed aquatic creatures (such as 
crocodiles etc.). It is a deep river with very swift currents which sweeps a man away. 
There are neither ships and boats, nor boatmen to help one cross it. No one is there to 
help the lonely traveler; there are no parents, friends and other kin to give any kind of 
support. 

Tulsidas says that in such a predicament and precarious situation, one has only Lord 
Ram to rely upon and seek help from. “The Lord who shows mercy and kindness without 
cause (i.e. without expecting anything in return), and who can extend his long arms to 
pick you up from drowning, will be there to save you from the horrors of the Vaitarni 
River.’ 


wel fea zat, a zor ue, afer, wa, dy, a ay, a Aa! 
ore-BRI-AaS Ger srw Bad sq ofS sel 

geet ! afé aa pure far got area è area gra aati 
cel Wa wee, gie wry, cel AV Beg wet NEN | 15311 


53—(Describing the lonely soul in this world, Tulsidas says—) "Where there is no Lord 
to help (and provide solace and succour), and neither is there a friend, wife, son, brother, 
parents etc. to lend support—in such a lonely world, who is there to help a creature 
except Sri Ram, the merciful and gracious Lord who sincerely excuses all the sins of his 
servants (devotees), whether these sins are done by their bodies, their minds or their 
speech, and who also destroys all the horrors and sorrows of his devotees? 

In this world so full of horrible troubles and worries, there is only Sri Ram to protect 
me.' [Tulsidas avers that Lord Ram is the only true friend and companion in this 
otherwise lonely world.] 


agate! azarae ea Ba yfer agaa È | 

Me ay, gar ya Me, I D oa, Aea oil 
afe—ders ot oona, mel al peA pè al za wie! 
sia fed are steered wey wera wel feet oS 1154 11 


54—(Asserting that all in this world are selfish except Lord Ram, Tulsidas says—) "The 
Gods give boons to ascetics and hermits, but when they rise in divinity and spiritualism, 
the same Gods become jealous and opposed to them. They are easily pleased and equally 
easily antagonized. They make friendship while sitting, and break it on standing (i.e. their 
friendship is temporary and short-lived). 

Whom should I go telling these things, and how much should I say! [That is, what is 
the use of repeating this thing often. ] 
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The Gaja (the elephant) had tested all thoroughly. He had concluded that Lord Ram 
is the only true friend of the distressed, Lord of the destitute, and a real and true helper in 
the days of trouble.’ [When the elephant was being pulled in the water by the alligator, he 
had appealed to all his companions as well as the Gods to save him. But to no avail. 
When it was certain that he would drown, he finally turned his attention to Lord Vishnu 
and offered his worship to him by offering the Lord one last lotus. The merciful Lord 
wasted no time in saving him and killing his tormentor, the alligator. ] 


ST, cio, Tao, AslAes-Vlelat, ale, GT, GH Hife Hr! 
afa-Rre, RVA, wey, Aey-A Dad est AP FXII 
fomo- Yet F, aAa Godot vit! 

Aaa ug aft sè gef, were feet get ale 23115511 


55—Whether one practices numerous ways to remove one's troubles and sorrows—such 
as doing Japa (constant reciting of the Lord’s holy name), Yoga (meditation), Vairagya 
(renunciation), Yagya (large fire-sacrifices), Daan (making charity), Daya (acts of 
kindness), Dam (control of the sense organs), etc.; or he may die after having served 
sages, mystics, Indra, Ganesh, Shiva and other such Gods continuously in many births; or 
he studies and learns the essence of the Vedas and other holy scriptures such as the 
Purans; or he burns himself in the fire of sacrifices, penances and austerities for many 
ages and many generations—but Tulsidas asserts with a determined mind that no one can 
eliminate sorrows and troubles except Lord Ram. [That is, it is only when a person 
develops devotion and love for the Lord and asks him for liberation and deliverance from 
his troubles that he actually gets it. All other means of seeking peace and happiness of the 
soul are futile. ] 


ulate, alRe-dtar Acia at merst-pzar È | 

ce we, fated a ferent aag ad sà az aes 
wal feos al det, agl a, pèd a zat SI 
Daal Vat ae wad a aol faq areaeG sears 115611 


56—The people used to say (about Tulsidas) that he is very sinful, wretched and 
unfortunate due to his extreme poverty, and he wears dirty and tattered clothes (such as a 
towel around his waist and another around the shoulder). The creator did not write 
anything worth-while in his destiny, and he could not support himself even in his dreams. 
But today the same unfortunate Tulsidas has become a humble servant of Sri Ram. It is 
good and proper to understand this (because otherwise he would sound boastful). He has 
now been transformed from a low, wretched and sinful state of existence to such an 
exalted one without worshipping the ‘shepherd of the monkeys’ (Sri Ram). 


[Note- Tulsidas talks about himself, but as a third person, so that he does not 
appear to be boasting. Lord Ram is called the “shepherd of the monkeys’ because 
like a shepherd who guides his flock of sheep and takes care of them, the Lord too 
directed the army of monkeys and took great care of them and their welfare. If the 
term ‘monkey’ is to be used as a metaphor for the humble, the lowly and the 


422 


meek, this phrase would mean that the Lord takes up the moral responsibility of 
taking care of them.] 


arg—-at ao og a Afg a Ae pg aa HoE | 
ofa, fertezattotel, cabled, axcbe—-cebet A aa l 
a Sons eet Ga GT ay a ae 
wma mana Bay BY weg, wh a arsiis7ii 


57—The parents had abandoned him (Tulsidas) after birth, and even Brahma (the creator) 
had not destined any good for him. When that wretched Tulsidas, who was worthy of 
contempt and insults, who was a coward and so hungry that he greedily looked at the 
morsels of food thrown to stray dogs, heard of the merciful and benevolent nature of Lord 
Ram, he narrated all his agonies and sorrowful states to him (Sri Ram) with an open 
heart. Then the Lord left no stone unturned to improve his worldly and spiritual well- 
being, and took proper care of him. 


urd a, Ua et, aq ufo a étact elactars | 
eq fat apd, afer ons, wat at wet poas | | 
wie faciit we geet, aad uy Afa sag | 
aag El, aè IR A aè aR te wele—sore 1158 11 


58—Tulsidas says— 'Oh Sri Ram! You have destroyed my sins, eliminated all the 
troubles, made my body worthy of respect, and made my mind peaceful and calm. Oh 
Lord, I thank you so much that you have converted (transformed) me from a stork 
(scheming, deceitful, cunning and contemptible person) into a swan (someone who is 
wise, enlightened and praise-worthy). How much can I describe your kindness and 
mercy?’ 

Now Tulsidas says that according to present circumstances, he has complete reliance 
and faith upon Sri Ram. Hence, 'Wherever I am born, let me be devoted and faithful to 
you as long as I keep that body.’ [This last sentence shows that, probably, Tulsidas is very 
old and talking about his impending death.] 


cat wé, 35 ate wef, Se ee ea 
weer wa! asl aya, oa AR arey 

p as ar wel, e a a a 
aa BE Ba mo pd, SÙ a eng aA ag-ampeh |159 11 


59—'People say, and even I say, that whether I am good or bad, I still am always a 
humble servant of Sri Ram. Oh Ram! This may belittle (undermine) your exalted stature 
(that a wretch like me is found near you), but the fame I got at being a servant of a great 
Lord like you gives immense peace and happiness to my heart. 

I swear by you (or I sacrifice myself on you) that now either you bear with this loss 
of face (or humiliation of being called a Lord of this wretched fellow like me), or else 
make me worthy to serve you (i.e. purify me). Consider this in your heart, and thinking 
that it is good for me, please do it in a way that I can always remember your divine 
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vision, your divine form that holds a bow and arrow (i.e. I may remember nothing else 
except you).' 


amg & sga afl D maad, Ma AA! e-o | 
Bs cit aay S gmh, A we ag maea TEN | l 
as è Ag, ot ag ws, a Ge aag AÀ aA agre I 

alt dt aa mA saan, Aeg amg ie aee |60 1l 


60—'I know myself well. Oh Sri Ram! I have been created, sustained and developed by 
you. This Tulsidas repeats your name like a parrot, but the world says that he has been 
taught (tutored) by you. This is what I regret. [People think that I have attained 
enlightenment because I chant your name, fully understanding its meaning and essence. 
On the contrary, I repeat it like an ignorant parrot, which is a bird. If asked, I wouldn't be 
able to explain its significance. People would then think that my Guru Sri Ram is not 
competent enough. This is what I regret. ] 

But the Vedas say that a person who has been made to rise by Lord Ram can 
never fall. I was worthy of nothing but mounting a donkey (a derogatory term indicating 
that he had always been most hated and despised by the people), but it is only your (Lord 
Ram’s) name that has made me mount an elephant (like a king—i.e. you have given me 
so much fame, which probably I don't deserve!).' 


amet arent Gaal yell ues urs BI 
al al Ge ag ae ara seang È P, 
Ug aÑ, wat! wars oe ISH 11 
anuga faarerest UY are ate, Herter! 
AÌ sn IR È a e Ras ÈI 
uÈ ua! e-a a ARE, 
ay afew a arr! fawant Sy aS P |1611 


61—You have made me, who was humble and inconsequential like a particle of dust, into 
someone who is greater than a mountain by caring for me, and having received your 
favour, I have become the senior most among the ‘Panchas’ (literally, the 5-noble ones). 
As far as I am concerned, I am as sinful as I had been earlier. But oh Lord! Think of your 
reputation of being graceful, kind and merciful, and do not look at me with anger. Oh the 
kind-and-merciful-one! One should not kill a serpent’s young one after rearing it, nor 
should one cut a poison-tree after planting and watering it. [Tulsidas means that though 
he is very sinful and useless, but since Sri Ram had looked after him since birth, he 
should not abandon him now.] 


ae a Ywea-ong, MA a Roag oa, 
ea — dear — wants - maA - UNa | 
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a-a gat et, uraét at clerari 
calle -—HIA-HlS-aA-HIY_-Aleay_ cleat P 

pag A ARa amg ARA Aea | 
ve at arte wat! wart weraa at, 

Ia mg Aaa! AA Aaa | 16211 


62—'I do not know how to recite the Vedas and the Purans, nor am aware of their 
wisdom and science (metaphysics), and I am not an expert in doing Dhyan 
(concentration), Dharna (belief, conviction and faith), Samadhi (deep meditation) and 
Sadhna (other means of spiritual pursuit). There is no Vairagya (renunciation), Yoga 
(meditative exercises) and doing Yagya (fire sacrifices and other rituals) in the destiny of 
Tulsidas. I am lean in doing charity and having mercy, but robust in committing sins. 

Who else is a treasury of such negative traits as Lobha (greed, rapacity, avarice), 
Moha (attachments, delusions), Kaam (passions, desires and lust) and Krodh (anger) like 
me? 

It appears that Kaliyug (the present era which is considered to be most corrupt, 
sinful and full of negativity) has learnt all his dark and demeaning qualities from me. 
Yes, I have only one hope (of salvation), and that is, ‘I call myself yours (Lord Ram’s).’ 
You (Sri Ram) are a friend of the wretched, the downtrodden and the distressed. You are 
full of kindness, and I am extremely humble (so, live up to your reputation, and protect 
and save me!).' 


Wat weal, Ba oat wet! warts, 

Id è al urd wa! wast A afer ati 

Aen A a ar, a ated, a arfereti 
ures udlfa a arn ale smag, 

gæ sree A ad À uf onferet 
a-a A-a gea- ag ad 

e ga pa, QA oF oa snfea 16311 


63—'Oh Ram! I am called yours and I sing your praises and glories, and oh Lord, it is 
because of you that I get two rotis (breads) to eat. The world knows and I am also proud 
of the fact that I recognise no one else except you—hadn’t till date, and shall never in 
future. 

I have no belief in the ‘Panchas’ (the 5-noble men; or a jury of 5 eminent 
persons), and neither do I rely on myself. [Tulsidas means that he is so stupid that he 
would not believe what other noble men say, and he is also uncertain of himself. He 
would not do anything advised by learned men that would lead to his welfare, both 
worldly and spiritual, and he is also uncertain that whatever he does is actually good for 
him. Inspite of that he is certain of only one thing—and it is that he knows no other 
means of succour and solace except submitting before Lord Ram, and having love and 
devotion for him. This is enough for Tulsidas.] 

I speak pleasant, appeasing, flattering and sweet things (words) as if they were 
moulded properly, smoothened and given shape on a lathe machine. When I am able to 
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bring such refinement and smoothness to my heart, instead of just in my external speech, 
then I shall consider that you have truly accepted me.' [Tulsidas lays emphasis here on 
purity of heart that must accompany external good behaviour. ] 


aaa, RAPS, midds wai, Ag 
faorafaar, afore: fara È | 
Wael Hels, Tay ARA-ARA, mg Ba 
Bota a ors, wiser suze S11 
ae, Geist citer ateit—ateit we, aresr 
RR a @d, Uae AS @ ferarg 21 
Aeta ARa AAs cet-aef, 
Vas Was Tete HI AAA È I 164 1l 


64—Tulsidas says that he has a corrupted speech, his deeds are bad (evil), and his mind is 
devoid of wisdom and is a treasury of all the vices. He calls himself as one who belongs 
(is devoted) to Sri Ram, but sells (employs) the Lord’s holy Name to feed himself. He has 
never done any selfish service, nor kept good company of saints. 

[That is, Tulsidas says that he is so selfish and despicable that he uses the holy 
Name of the Lord for such mundane things as seeking food to fill his stomach. People 
give him alms and show respect to him because he says the Lord’s holy Name, but he 
says it only for such worldly gains and not for his spiritual welfare. ] 

It’s a great wonder that even such a sinful and wretched person as Tulsidas is 
called ‘good’ by the people. There is no other reason for it except one. It is a well known 
social fact and observed everywhere that a dog that is loved by its master gets respect at 
all the places. 

[That is, just like a dog who is loved by a great man such as a king or a noble man 
is also shown love by other people if only to please the master from whom they expect 
any favour, the humble and lowly Tulsidas is shown so much respect by the world just 
because he is a devotee of Lord Ram, and not because he had any worthwhile qualities 
inherent in him. 

The idea in this verse is simple. Tulsidas says that he has no good qualities in him 
that is of any worth, but the simple fact that he has submitted himself to Lord Ram and 
calls himself the Lord’s humble servant or follower is enough to have elevated him to an 
exalted stature befitting that of a saint. This is glory of the Lord and his holy Name that 
even such lowly and useless creatures as Tulsidas acquire such great fame and acclaim 
simply by relying upon the name of the Lord, simply by calling themselves the servant of 
the Lord. Ever since the Lord has accepted him as his own servant or devotee, he has 
become so saintly, revered and an exalted one that he is respected everywhere. This verse 
shows Tulsidas' humility. ] 


ZR! Biol aA aag nana, 
ART corset GA aA Gerona È | 
p a art, wl a wear pegla ach, 
fers a RRA amg AN aa ÈI 
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sat 
gee A a À gen A Pt pA, 
AA a Aig afer, urefterst waret 8116511 


65—Tulsidas says, 'I do not possess anything to serve my interests or anything that would 
help in my salvation. There is no other cheat and deceitful person like me in this world. I 
have neither done, nor do, or shall do any good deed, even Brahma the creator had not, 
by oversight, destined any good for me. I swear by you, and I say truthfully oh Lord Ram 
that I have only your name as my only hope. If I speak a lie to you then I am a greatest 
liar in the three Lokas (heaven, earth, subterranean) and the three periods of time (past, 
present, future).' 

Tulsidas says that his betterment and welfare can only be done by Lord Ram 
himself, so he requests the Lord not to delay further because his condition is akin to a 
water-filled bag made of hide. [Even as water-filled bag made of hide decays soon, so is 
the fate of Tulsidas. He has become old, and not much time is left. So he urges his Lord 
to hurry-up and waste no time in ensuring Tulsidas’ emancipation and salvation. ] 


Woes + Arey, aT ferry, oiler oor fore 

ore até wis a aR Borer 
aara Hea seg AA sg citer, 

ame ae dk, Ù aè a ww oeil 
aa meas Ts apr pura, ure 

amg- any, Sl maA meN | 
‘gee? at @ wa ! was agen, a at 

aqh-Ba ape aA wl, A Ter 16611 


66—' do not possess material comforts that would satisfy the sense organs of my body, 
nor do I have the eclectic virtue of renunciation or detachment (that would make me feel 
contented with whatever I have). I do not do Yoga (meditation) and neither do I have the 
benefit of performing Vedic rituals. This body of mine does not want to abandon (abstain 
from) bad deeds. Indulgences have created only losses and wants for me till now. The 
body wants to acquire and wear good clothes, but does not even get torn and tattered 
rags! 

Oh merciful Lord! You had shown mercy even on this scoundrel. A cheap, mean 
and greedy man like me has laid his hands on your Holy Name which is like Paaras (a 
stone which converts iron into gold on touch). [Just like a greedy man would grab such a 
Paaras stone as the panacea for all his misfortunes, Tulsidas has grabbed and clung to 
your holy Name as the only solution to all his problems. ] 

Oh Lord Ram! All this is due to you (i.e. whatever peace, happiness, respect and 
comfort I have is due to your mercy and the benevolence of your holy Name). Otherwise, 
like a washer-man’s donkey, I was neither here nor there. [I could not possibly have 
imagined that I will get whatever good I have if it would not have been for you.]' 


Sa ag, SA ofa, soy AA eoe A, 
Ap- a, AR ANS È| 
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SAR shore UAH Her ach, 

deat wise cry char car S11 
diesel a sed, a welt, a aferot—aiea, 

vied a ae oe feat paS ÈI 
goaia aot weft wads ara, a g 

Je Aaa aI a Asa A aS Èile 


67—His (Tulsidas’) desires are high and inclinations are also great, but he has a very 
poor luck. He is not fit for society (does not know proper social behaviour and how to 
please the people). He very mischievous and a big-mouthed blarney (chatter-box)! 

For him (Tulsidas), even serving and providing for himself is difficult—what to 
talk of helping others. His hunger has made the world (life and existence) very 
burdensome for him. He has no steady occupation and a livelihood to help him feed 
himself—for he does not serve anyone permanently (on a salary basis; he is 
unemployed), he is neither a miner (digs for gold or other precious materials), nor does 
he possess a field (i.e. he is not a farmer), nor is he a merchant, nor a beggar, nor knows 
any other kind of business or vocation. 

Tulsidas’ only bet is on Sri Ram’s holy Name. Otherwise he is so poor and 
wretched that he has not a single hair on his head to offer to his dead ancestors. [That is, 
he is abjectly poor, except possessing the gem in the form of Lord Ram’s holy Name! 
Therefore he has no worry whatsoever. ] 


ZTUd-Sd, 3TH! SONS, T 

crept wie BU Aaaa erma- | 
Uldeb-Yera ia Beetle A, 

plea, pue, center sraererept i | 
qerf-a ater att aféet cenferena, 

gad Rrra wa Rra, Brey Breer | 
AAA Aa- a cireaferepr, 

aS R PE Ppya-AN smere] |168 |1 


68—This wretched (Tulsidas) is so shameless and ungrateful that his evil shadow is 
sufficient to instil fear even among the animals who are cruel and merciless. 

He (Tulsidas) is like a hundred hooded serpent (Sesh Nath) as far as bearing the 
burden of sins like this serpent who bears the burden of earth on its hood. He is like a 
forest of deceit and an ocean of errors and faults. 

‘Lord Ram has become benign and merciful on the mean, unwise and vain 
Tulsidas’—on hearing this, all the wise-ones, the saintly and holy-ones, and the spiritual 
seekers begin to praise Tulsidas (for his astounding good luck). Lord Ram’s holy and 
divine Name has converted a man who is worthless, wretched, coward and deceitful, and 
a most unworthy son of his parents, into a person who is as worthy and valuable as a 
beautiful gem worth millions. 


wa so ala, Ba sired facta Aa 
aaa Aca, Aa wa mà S 
gfe—aer—étet, atra—atorfer—feréter, eter 
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ga, omada, Qa ator & ferazfer ati 
goi oda a or-cere weer, 

me a oë use wt der afer at 
Aa aaam udifa waaradt, 

Uae wae vets ure AfA | 16911 


69—'T lack the eightfold path of Yoga', all the aids and necessary things for comfortable 
survival in this world and liberation of the soul, am dark in mind and speech, and am very 
downtrodden and lowly by birth, ancestry and deeds. I lack intellect, strength, good 
emotions, devotion, talents, knowledge, luck and fame. Only Lord Sri Ram’s holy Name 
can give salvation to this wretched Tulsidas. By chanting the Lord’s Name I have 
managed to even deceive Sri Ram (into believing that I’m a great devotee and a wise-one, 
whereas I am good-for-nothing). 

I have love, devotion and faith only in Lord Ram’s holy Name, and I sleep 
blissfully without any worries only due to the grace of Lord Ram’s Name." [In this verse, 
Tulsidas praises the glory of Sri Ram's holy Name.] 


[Note—'The eight fold path of Yoga involves observance of certain principles 
These are briefly the following—(1) Yam or self restraint of the senses; (2) Niyam 
or observance of certain sacrosanct rules; (3) Aasan or postures for meditation; (4) 
Pranyam or breath control exercises for purification of the body and mind; (5) 
Pratyahar or withdrawal of the mind and its control; (6) Dhaarna or having a 
firm conviction, faith and belief on the sanctity and truthfulness of the chosen 
path; (7) Dhyan or contemplation and concentration of the faculties of the mind 
and intellect, such as visualizing the presence of the supreme Brahm in the point 
of the forehead between the two eyebrows; and (8) Samadhi or a perpetual trance- 
like state in which the aspirant loses all awareness of the external world and even 
himself, and remains perpetually in meditation. ] 


add deel aa cle, we, Haat 

aaa aag wel “et gg weer’ i! 
aad a@ sare, ap gt è ust, Ù 

ugg ad waa Vary UAAR | 
sma aag nA ator dl ag, a AÀ 

gA gA ao wre AA | 1701 


70—'In my (Tulsidas’) view, ever since I was born, I have been held captive by such 
negative traits as greed, anger and lust. [That is, these have over-powered me.] 

Therefore, my mind serves them and loves them deeply. As such, I only pretend 
when I say that I am a servant of Sri Ram. [This is because my mind serves others—my 
mind is engrossed in feeding its desires for more and more of the things of this world, and 
when it is not satisfied it becomes angry.] 

Oh Lord! Even you have not accepted me because I am unworthy, but I got false 
fame in the world (that I am your servant—because I constantly repeat your holy Name). 
But the magic is that the Lord’s name is more powerful than the Lord himself. So, if you 
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do me good because of your merciful nature, so much the better, otherwise my deceitful 
and cunning nature would come out in the open. [Tulsidas says that if the Lord does not 
willingly accept him and provide him salvation, then he would keep repeating the Lord’s 
holy and divine Name and force the Lord to care of him just because he takes the Lord’s 
Name inspite of his being totally unworthy of receiving any grace and mercy from the 
Lord! Here, Tulsidas pleads with Sri Ram to protect his honour because the glory of Sri 
Ram's name is at stake. | 


oor a RR, GU, oe, aU, Sy, Wa, 
dra a aa one, defater fete 21 

geef-at ura a@ arent è, a aè ma, 
ae wa, aes sa DBA vay ole 

aS AV a sd, wae! gat, urd wet, 
Wa seals qe, woot a INÈ | 
aA Wale are AN ate afaeii7tii 


71—!1 do not know that eight fold path of Yoga, nor the grand virtues of renunciation, 
chanting of Mantras, Vedic rituals, penance, detachment, fasting and other religious 
observances, pilgrimage or the laws of Dharma (righteousness). I also do not know the 
laws of the Vedas. No one was, and shall be, as degenerate and lowly as Tulsidas is. That 
is why people wonder how my sins will be ever forgiven (i.e. how I shall be ever 
redeemed). 

Oh Lord Raghubir (another name of Lord Ram since he was born in the race of 
king of Raghu)! Listen, I tell you the truth, that still ’'m not afraid. If you forgive me, the 
wicked will be unhappy with you (because you would have foiled their design and 
intention of keeping me in their fold), but gentlemen and saintly people would be pleased 
(because they expect such a magnanimous and benevolent gesture from you). If you 
weigh me against some great man of noble deeds, the scale will tilt in my favour because 
I have your holy Name with me!’ [Tulsidas says here that all the noble deeds are no 
match for Lord Ram’s name, its great glory and marvelous effects. ] 


citar, Worf, qonfas tert ar 
we ap aa, ARa ma geil Br 
aea- -epe foe a AAAF, 
Wa peg ag eoma Yell N I 
AAAA Was, US, AAT, wary, 
ga- ao AAA Agr- | 
sfd sao, 3go a zee, 


ae! val ast sifaRo Ra- A 117211 


72—'Due to hunger, I begged from all types of people—belonging to all castes, creed, 
sects and clans; this fact is known to all in this world. I have committed a lot of sins by 
my thought, speech and deeds. And though I called myself Sri Ram’s servant, I remained 
deceitful and cunning. 
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Now, look at the glory and the great effect of Lord Ram’s holy Name that a 
wretched and rascal like Tulsidas is regarded by the world as a great and holy man (like 
Valmiki). Oh Idiot! You are really a fool! After seeing such a miracle, you still do not 
have an abiding, true and sincere love and devotion in Lord Ram’s holy feet. 


Bre wet Foret, amad wore, yer 

ae Rag g Sac- | 
mà ama-Aaoa erR-ar da, 

aaa À aR pa aR À aap 
gmi A ma aael Aag È, 

gad rer ag fate, serpy 
aaa! zat were feet amaA, 

oY wea farted ors gad aAa 1 17311 


73—I was born in a poor Brahmin household, and there were celebrations. But my 
parents were unhappy (because of their poverty, they regarded me as a burden—another 
mouth to feed). Then, since I was born in poverty, since childhood I had to wander from 
house to house greedily, writhing with hunger (for morsels of food). I regarded four 
grains of gram that I got by begging equivalent to the four celebrated fruits of wealth, 
dharma, fulfilled desire, and salvation. 

Now Tulsidas has become a servant (devotee) of Lord Ram—on hearing this, 
even an astrologer like Brahma (the creator) is worried and full of envy. [Brahma is 
astonished that fate had destined me to ever remain wretched and lowly, then how come I 
have become so holy, exalted and famous? Surely, it is only due to the influence of Lord 
Ram’s name. | 

I don’t know whether your name (Lord Ram’s holy name) is clever and cunning, 
or a mad maverick, for it can make one who is even humbler-than-grass (i.e. as useless as 
a weed) into one who is heavier-than-a-mountain (i.e. transform the lowest of the lowly 
into higher than the lofty and the most exalted).' 


AA ya pA, meh, APA, 

IAA À at AA wpa aog ÈI 
orig ma zya Hey ae, 

Bidet steep Aag a faa as È| 
ardea aaa G, A WAATAS vee, 

wa, Waa ula grat aag ÈI 
Wat BWrersra woreiifeast sratfer, 

aay wa! wae a araast gerd B117411 


74— It is said by the Vedas and the Purans as well as seen in this world that having love 
for Lord’s Name is beneficial in every way. When one dies in Kashi (Varanasi), Lord 
Mahadev (Shiva) also gives salvation (by uttering this holy Name in the ears of the dying 
man). He (Lord Shiva) has not paid any attention to any other means (of salvation). 
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Those who were eager to have even butter-milk to feed their stomach (for even 
this humblest of food was not available to them) are now reluctant to eat scented cream of 
milk. [That is, those who were earlier so unfortunate that they couldn’t find anything to 
eat or drink, are now so well and over fed that they reject the choichest of food, thanks to 
the glory of Sri Ram’s holy and divine Name. ] 

In the kingdom of Sri Ram, political science is practiced in its best form! That is 
why oh Lord it appears that your Name has minted coins out of worthless hide (i.e. even 
worthless people have become valuable due to Sri Ram’s holy Name). [The Lord’s holy 
Name has given importance to worthless people so as to increase manifold the number of 
faithful followers of Sri Ram just like politicians pamper the vast number of ordinary and 
the middle class people in order to garner their support and votes. ]' 


Bawa wy wee wd, we 
GRd, Wars aA afd MaA | 
IÀ mA AÀ gn ara, 
ala Ra aA g AA mA | l 
amoa Brae, 3teferora fereroy, atray 
Cora sie dereite-a ferepratept | 
ad ents BRÈ MaR feast alfa, 
ams sdg AeA aa AAAA | 17511 


75—'Lord Ram’s holy Name is a Mantra (a spiritual formula) that is beautiful and the 
best amongst all the Mantras. It has such a stupendous magical effect that worries and 
troubles themselves get worried and troubled, and fever itself gets tormented by heat 
when one invokes this eclectic and powerful Mantra. [That is, the Lord’s holy Name can 
chase away all worries and troubles, and it can eliminate all causes of torments that afflict 
a devotee of the Lord.] 

The Name of the Lord is so powerful and effective that it can make a drowned 
(sunk, submerged, capsized) boat cross over to the other side (of the river), undo things 
that have already been finished, and make even a malevolent and unfavourable Brahma 
(the creator) into one who is most favourable, benign and benevolent. Seeing a person 
who invokes Lord Ram’s holy Name, misfortunes run away (i.e. they leave Sri Ram’s 
devotee alone), renunciation begins to show fondness for such a man (i.e. such a person 
begins to inculcate the grand virtue of dispassion and renunciation, called Vairagya), and 
luck begins to shine upon Tulsidas who is luckless and indolent. An army of thieves 
becomes a protector (instead of robbing), and even death is averted by chanting Lord 
Ram’s holy Name.’ 


ser! 3a US Cer Rl cag 

Wepre Aap spi shel Hora | 

are! ert! @za ust propo | l 
gmt Reas @ Pretrepufercite oe 

alae yan, ma ARa È cord | 
As WAY ol Ae sua wea, 

am aféat ant pA è oma sor 17611 
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76—A young piglet pushed a sinful, blind, idiotic and an old wretched Muslim on the 
way. He fell down and started crying ‘Oh! This Haraam (an abusive expletive) has killed 
me’, and so crying, he died. Tulsidas says that the Muslim was rid of all sorrows, and he 
went straight to the holy abode of Lord Ram—this is well known in this world. [The 
word ‘Haraam’ has 2 parts : Hat+Ram. So Tulsidas says that though he was abusing the 
piglet, the very pronouncement of Sri Ram’s name ‘Ram’, even if un-intentionally and as 
part of an abuse, was enough to liberate the Muslim man and give him deliverance. ] 

The same Lord Ram’s holy Name, if chanted with love and devotion, can 
naturally do wonders. Say, who can describe its great glories? 


ama a a-a feel, a ats oiler, 
oie a fate, eno, dre a dari 
asa aR a BAW BW We at, 
ag seit a, fq sad a creepy 
appl a SS, Ucippr a Ag, a- 
Sat oT Bere, se apr aA aA | 
WAA B aad ot as as ater any, 
vans was wes gers wep si77 11 


77—1 had never chanted or repeated the Lord’s holy Mantras (i.e. I have never done 
Japa), nor have I undergone the hardships of Tapasya (i.e. I have not done penances and 
observed austerities), and I have no desire for doing Yoga (meditation practices), Yagya 
(rituals of fire sacrifice), Vairagya (the virtue of renunciation), Tyag (to leave all 
attachments), and Tirath (going on pilgrimage). 

I do not have reliance (faith) in my brother (i.e. I do not expect that my brother 
would ever come to my aid when needed), nor do I have any enmity towards my enemy 
(i.e. though I have no animosity towards my enemy, he still won’t come to help me). I 
have no support of my own strength, nor do I have helpful parents. But inspite of such 
loneliness and lack of support from any quarter, I have no fear either of this world nor 
any worry of the one after death. I have no strength that is usually derived by doing 
service to the Gods (for I have never served anyone except Sri Ram). I also have nothing 
to be proud of as far as wealth and property is concerned. 

Tulsidas says that his natural habit, tendency and temperament are such that 
whatever happens (or is achieved) on the strength of, or by the virtue of Lord Ram’s holy 
Name appears good for him, and is gladly acceptable by him. 


Sy a, weary a, pe ag Tt 

RY, Bz, mR Bru as ores 
ge AA NÀ ara aaa, 

WSé-36, Gold—-drid, Bw, Bud 11 
ga è mà at wad swat a, 

Wess ote fort Ae Gq sar | 
mapaa Ae! wat deg we, 

as a Bate wel, Bee fered 117811 
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78—I will not chant the name of Shiva, Ganesh, Sun, Kuber, Indra, Devas, Gauri or 
Brahma etc. (i.e. I shall not worship any one other Lord except my beloved Lord Sri 
Ram). 

In this world, oh Lord, I have only your (Sri Ram's) name as my succour and 
support while awake, asleep, wandering, sitting or dreaming etc. It is the only means by 
which I can get liberation and deliverance. 

Though Tulsidas is (considered) mad, but I swear oh Lord that he is yours. 
[Tulsidas affirms his loyalty towards Lord Ram.] Keeping this in mind you (Sri Ram) 
should accept him. 

Oh my dear Janki Raman (Sita’s Lord, Sri Ram)! [By using the word 
‘Jankiraman’, Tulsidas wants to say that Sri Ram is as dear to him as he is to Janki or 
Sita, the Lord’s divine consort.] If you turn away from me, I shall have no place to live; 
all the people except you are strangers for me.' 

[The reader should not be confused by the use of 'T' and 'Tulsidas' simultaneously. 
The speaker is Tulsidas himself. Sometimes he speaks in the first person narrative, and 
sometimes in the third person. Similarly, it would be often seen that he addresses himself 
with the pronoun ‘he' as if he was addressing or referring to a second or a third person. 
This is his typical style of writing. In all these cases, Tulsidas is addressing only himself, 
but in such a manner that makes it appear that he is an independent observer. ] 


Citéz Geleaa Gael Ve aifa aren, 
afew Rgadg wert Anè | 
Cas pma papa am! ar 
are yad a Aaa aa AT II 
Aed HAa-dda-pea, AÈ 
ad As-Ag Era sà rafet ı 
pp adret Ra! ao ra, 
sar awe aver AÙ afaviizgii 


79—This current era of Kaliyug has become famous for the foolishness of buying a 
donkey by selling a Kamdhenu cow (which is an all wish-fulfilling priceless cow from 
whom all desired objects can be obtained). [It means that people have become so stupid 
out of ignorance that they do not mind exchanging a most valuable thing for something 
that is worthless. | 

Oh merciful Lord! Even in such an era (Kaliyug), it is the glory and greatness of 
your holy Name that the body does not burn in the 3-fires (known as the Traitap). [These 
three torments are called ‘Daivik’ or that caused due to malignant gods and stars, 
‘Daihik’ or those created by old age and diseases, and “Bhautik’ or those caused by 
worldly and existential problems. ] 

Tulsidas says, 'I am your devotee by thought, speech, deeds and actions (i.e. in all 
possible and imaginable ways). Due to this, I expect you to reciprocate, i.e. be loyal 
towards your ardent devotee, and be biased in favour of me. Oh benefactor of the 
poverty-stricken, the King of kings, and the great King of Raghu’s Dynasty (i.e. Sri 
Ram)! We pray that you live long (so that we live under your benevolent protection for- 
ever).' 
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eae TST, «= UU} RARA, 
were wet! wat el, clea cleat SI 
ara Varo ara! aire cit fadt oft, 
aires! oars! zarell Baer Bora S11 
pha cafe Ra RaRa ge, ea! 
wens ade ar BU gama ÈI 
gaat, afer, ae-aeeét zee ath, 
crea gufa aea aae B 118011 


80—'I am alert, clever and wise where my self interest is involved, and un-interested, 
evasive and indifferent where others are concerned. Oh Sri Ram! Still I am called ‘yours’ 
and the world knows me as such. Oh Father! Your name has sustained me till now, and 
oh Lord, for the future also, you are all-knowing and fully capable of sustaining me. Oh 
Lord! Seeing the cunningness and deceit of Kaliyug increase day by day, and finding the 
sentry (guard) a thief, my heart has shaken (I am very afraid that there is no way for 
salvation for me, and I'll be robbed of it). [Kaliyug is very cunning, and it throws such 
illusions of charm and happiness that a creature remains trapped in its quagmire. Tulsidas 
says that whatever good virtues he possesses are under threat of getting lost under the 
onslaught of the evil effects of Kaliyug.] ' 

Tulsidas prays that though the Lord is always alert and he needn’t remind the 
Lord over and over again, but still he can’t have patience and reminds him (the Lord) to 
please take special care of Tulsidas constantly (so that he gets liberation and deliverance). 


RaRa g eRa aie, guia, gy, 
Rd gg Ys-yed APE È | 

ant ta wad ua ura wads, 

ammat heed, aAA sla ule Si 
sma alt vay stacig sia Ba cet, 

aaf Mamma wa zee fara È I 
goaia mer mU PIA zat! 

amS aAA Meam eea È 18111 


81—Seeing the multifold growth of poverty, bad times, sorrows, sins and bad 
governance, the (virtues of) happiness and good and noble deeds are feeling shy and 
hesitant. [That is, during the evil times of Kaliyug, good virtues become eclipsed under 
the dark shadow of evil and perversions.] 

Times have become so bad that rascals get their wishes fulfilled by sheer muscle- 
power, but good people suffer. Just as a child has its mother as the only hope and succour 
so does Tulsidas have only Sri Ram as the only liberator from all the troubles that 
confront him. The Lord is his only all-able benefactor. Oh merciful Lord Ram! Praise the 
courage and faith of Tulsidas who has become free form all worries relying solely on the 
strength of your holy Name. [Tulsidas tells the Lord to pay special attention on him 
because he is totally dependent upon the Lord’s holy Name in all spheres of life, and if 
any wrong happens to Tulsidas the Lord would not be able to wash off this ignominy and 
scar for all times to come. ] 
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Ale-Ae Are, wen Bafa-parkeatt, 
RER Ae- atiwet 3ardg 21 
ad Ul wed, Ae 3nd A wed, we 
age asa miS, WMA ed Sil 
geri siférep srerars @ 3ronfeterd, 
aati wert afer wucferbg 21 
Gael 3tealep tH, Up ta Sdast, Ù 
ve-fraga fea waaay Ag 8118211 


82—'He (Tulsidas) has become arrogant due to the pride (intoxicating effects) of various 
possessions, is indulgent in a wife (woman) represented by ignorance, and is careless 
enough to neglect the sanctity and teachings of the Vedas and good society (of saints). He 
does what he wants (without thinking), says what comes to his mouth, and because of 
arrogance, does not pay heed to anyone. 

Tulsidas says that he is more evil than Ajaamil, and to add to all his predicaments, 
‘Kali’ (the personified form of Kaliyug)—who is a treasury of deceit and fraud—is his 
helper and assistant. 

There are many paths to ruin but only one path for salvation, and it is the path of 
chanting the holy and divine Name of Lord Sri Ram. But Tulsidas uses it to satisfy the 
needs of the stomach (i.e. his hunger) by employing it to beg for food and other 
necessities of life. [He means that just like Ajaamil had called the Lord’s name while he 
was actually calling his son ‘Narain’ at the time of death when the messengers of Yam, 
the god of death and hell, began to torture him, Tulsidas also chants Sri Ram’s name just 
so that he can get something to eat and fulfill the needs of his mortal body. But the Lord 
is so merciful that though his Name is pronounced for other reasons, he still keeps the 
sanctity of the holy Name and provides salvation to the caller. ] 


za faers ‘Aer’ cud feorst gÀ opferpifepera, ait 
arate a orerast, orfereprast, atonferereast afer A aga I 
TAU Is BAA aog A u igaya | 

ares! ately stor& ‘dere’ oifé wife—uciifa @ sieaz gest i891! 


89—By reciting Lord Ram’s name in the reverse, the great poet Valmiki turned from a 
savage to a sage’. Gaja (the Elephant) and Ganika (the harlot/prostitute) got 
liberation/protection on the strength of Sri Ram’s holy Name, and so was also the case 
with Ajaamil. Helpless Draupadi’s dignity and self-respect was maintained in 
Duryodhan’s court only on the strength of Lord’s name. [This refers to an episode form 
the epic Mahabharat. ] 

Tulsidas says that those who love and devote themselves to the two syllables ‘Ra’ 
and ‘Ma’ of His Lord’s holy name, can have welfare, solace and succour here and now. 
(See also verse 88). 


[Note—This verse primarily shows how Tulsidas sees his beloved Sri Ram 
everywhere, in all forms and in every incarnation, and regards all the various 
names of God as meaning the same word ‘Ram’. Here, Draupadi had prayed to 
Lord Sri Krishna, but for Tulsidas there is no difference between Krishna and Sri 
Ram. Similarly, in stanza no 2, both the Elephant and Ajaamil had called 
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‘Narayan’—one of the many names of Lord Vishnu. But Tulsidas sees his Ram 
there also. This also goes to prove the ‘oneness’ of the various forms by which the 
Supreme Being is known and perceived. The Absolute Truth transcends all 
barriers which are essentially man-made, and these artificial barriers and 
constraints have nothing to do with the Divinity. 

'Sage Valmiki is well known for his classical work known as the Ramayana, 
which is his magnum opus. He is also credited with penning Advhut Ramayan in 
which Sita had assumed the form of Maha Kali to kill the Ravana with a thousand 
heads. His brief life is narrated in the Glossary given in appendix no. 2 of this 
book at the end.] 


ara, stonfeteat-A WT ARel, ARA ARA-ARA I 

aA R Weete-faure, frat—ara—arefa Bers ATI! 
am AA- feréter Pree apictepret zict, a epi 
Rè ag at org fev gare gael ag Smm gai NOI 


90—The holy name of Lord Sri Ram can salvage the evil ones like Ajaamil, and liberate 
those like Gaja (the elephant) and the prostitute (Ganika). It was the ‘Name’ that 
destroyed the sorrows of Prahalad, and dried up (i.e. extinguished, eliminated) the ocean 
of fear and torments that his father (Hiranyakashipu) subjected him to. Those who do not 
have faith and love for the holy Name of Sri Ram are sure to be gobbled up by the 
terrible Kaliyug. 

Tulsidas says that those in whose heart the strength of the two letters ‘Ra’ and ‘Ma’ 
arises, Lord Ram would surely and steadfastly protect them. 


ag a wre, far set, wud adl yecry cet ÈI 
WAS aad es a als, a urs fev, zien at wat ÈI 
fea a oe, oRat a oy, vfedl a wey, ARs vel S11 9111 


91—Tulsidas says— "Wherever a creature takes birth in this world, he keeps burning in 
the three Traitaps (Adhibhautik, Adhyatmik and Adidaivic). No one is to blame for it, for 
all this is the result of one’s own deeds, and this is the reason why one doesn’t find any 
happiness even in one’s dreams. If anything good is ever expected, it would be only due 
to the good (positive) effects of Lord Ram’s divine and holy Name, but the irony is that I 
don’t take that Name with conviction in my heart. I chant it (mechanically, superficially) 
only from my tongue. [That is, though one chants the Lord’s name by his tongue, his 
heart lacks faith and conviction. Obviously, this is like a half-hearted devotion, and the 
result would also be half of what is expected.] 

Besides this, I have done nothing good till date, and shall not hope to do anything 
good in the future. I don’t have anything more to say (as a justification for my assertions 
and observations). Now the only thing left to do is to die (out of shame).' 


[Note—In this verse Tulsidas is admonishing others indirectly by addressing 
himself. He means to say that people suffer in this world inspite of apparently 
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being doing the right things, being religious, repeating holy Mantras etc., but they 
are doing none of them sincerely and with honesty. They pretend to do things 
rightly but only till the time doing them rightly does not hurt them; they pretend 
to be religious because it makes them respected in society; they repeat the 
Mantras only to get some worldly gains and immunity from malignant stars or 
neutralize their negative effects. Then, even this repeating of the holy Name of the 
Lord is done mechanically—they are just doing it because they must do it, or 
because they have heard that by chanting this holy Name all their problems will 
be taken care of, and so on and so forth. 

But this has no desired effect because they have no conviction, selfless 
devotion and love for the Lord; they have not submitted themselves completely to 
the Lord, but are repeating the Lord’s name only to serve their interests. How 
then can they expect the full rewards that the Lord’s holy and divine Name 
brings? ] 


oe! a aS, a sma mS, Besta HB a Bag Ac 
aazel, Gaara ait ois wl ans Ud AASP asi 
ged aa aà gena at, ave at afer et arnt aes 2 
ae aie agarsu UV gerefi-gs wme-—stonfact—-waS 11 92 11 


92—' do not have any certainty of life. I do not have any village which I can call my 
own (I have no permanent abode or address), nor any arrangements to go to heaven. I 
have chanted Lord Ram’s name, so how can I go to hell either? Which messenger of Yam 
can approach me in this state? [Since I have been chanting the holy Name of Ram, the 
messengers of Yam cannot catch hold of me]. 

I swear by you (Sri Ram)—by all counts, I am yours, and you are my only strength, 
succour and refuge. Hence, please accommodate Tulsidas in the same camp as you had 
done the hunter Vyadh and Ajaamil, and bring me under the protection of your arms by 
declaring me as one of your own.' 


ar fA Ag sonho, oaei pad A vat usd! 
arga aga pèr, saaa sonaa À A aag 
poar Po pol fed, aa-yWed vil ea gong 
aA AA, Aas À, goeg wi è, afas amg 9311 


93—'What Yoga did Ajaamil do, and when did the whore (Ganika, Pingla) soak her mind 
in your (Sri Ram’s) love and devotion? Say, tell me how saintly was the hunter (Vyadh) 
who was always seen committing heinous crimes. The virtues of graciousness, 
benevolence and magnanimity that are characteristics of Lord Sri Ram are naturally 
meant to be all-encompassing and all-accepting in as much as everyone can enjoy them, 
and no special qualities are required to benefit from them. If anyone tries to cheat you 
(Sri Ram) by chanting your name deceitfully (without devotion or sincerity), oh Sri Ram, 
why do you become angry at him (because, at least, he is chanting the purifying name, 
and secondly, how can he remain deceitful once he has pronounced your holy name)? 
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Please have mercy on him. The same rule (as described above) applies to Tulsidas as 
well, and he sacrifices himself upon you expecting your mercy.’ [Very clever, indeed! ] 


O Ae-aAr-fapre ae, a star-free aa a A 
è siftarg as Aa, ag ANÈ gar deat uret i 


at we aa amg wel, gael qeed, qeea 3 A 
craHicidea! cited St, gA È g, g À, ag aS 411 


94—'Those evil men who are full of taints and negative traits such as having pride, 
arrogance and haughtiness, as well as lust and yearnings—they don’t have anything to do 
with positive qualities and the virtues of righteousness, probity, propriety and rightful 
conduct. This Tulsidas is no different, but he (Tulsidas) has this pride (which is worthy) 
that, excepting you (Sri Ram), he shall not beg from any other wretched one (either men 
or any God).' 

Tulsidas says, 'If I say anything which is wrong, untruthful and cooked-up, then I 
can’t conceal anything from you (Lord Ram) since you reside in my heart and I in yours. 
Therefore, I can’t hide anything from you. Oh Janki Jeevan (i.e. the dear Lord of Sita for 
whom Sri Ram is her life and soul)! You know it very well that I am yours and dwell in 
you (your heart)—there is no doubt about it.' 


[Note—This statement of Tulsidas refers to the eclectic philosophy of the 
Upanishads which stress on the one-ness of the individual soul known as the 
Atma with the supreme Soul of creation known as the Parmatma. It also 
emphasizes that Tulsidas knows that Sri Ram is the Supreme Atma, the 
Parmatma, living in his own heart as the Atma. He also knows that the Lord loves 
him very much because the former resides in the heart of Tulsidas. Only someone 
who is extremely dear to a person finds a place in his heart. Tulsidas' self- 
confidence and conviction that Sri Ram loves him and resides in his heart is very 
inspiring. ] 


aletd-ed, SA-A, Aerafe—aroa, Rreg—Vrare#l 1 | 
soaa, aia edi adi, qe À Bast Ba Beta aot 
va as gait! as waite feu faq ag a ATN | 
WA wStaeraret! av a oelaearet ota Aare! 9511 


95—'Demons, Gods, Sheshnath and other kings of serpents and men, great sages, those 
who perform penances and austerities, and mystics—every one in this world is a beggar 
or a seeker. There is no greater donor than you (Lord Sri Ram); you give success to all 
(fulfill their desires). 

Oh Lord of Tulsidas! Though you are so great and exalted, you satisfied your 
hunger by eating already-tested plums offered to you by Sabari. [That is, you did not 
think that the plums are defiled because they had been bitten and tasted by Sabari earlier. 
You are so simple and down-to-earth; you have no airs about you; you do not have a 
trace of arrogance and hypocrisy in your behaviour. You gave precedence to the love the 
old lady have for you than being fussy about the plums not being fresh. ] 
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Oh Sri Ram, the sustainer of the wretched, the poor and the distressed! You have 
earned the title of the ‘Protector of the Poor’ by protecting them (so, live up to your 
reputation and protect me). 


Bad, feparet—aget, afters, farzarst, aire, 
adie, Duet ac, ake, aR, deat! 
Zed JEA- ë ZEA BRAT II 

SA-A WA, MASERA PR, 

ù A aA udd, add aei—aest| 

qg ges Up wa aN A d, 

arr asah ast è srr eat 9611 


96—Labourers, farmers, traders and businessman, beggars, court singers and royal bards, 
servants, agile and expert (circus) artists, thieves, messengers, and a magician—all of 
them study for their stomach—i.e. they acquire education and respective skill to earn a 
living or feed themselves. They try all sorts of tricks, climb a mountain and roam in dense 
forests for prey—i.e. they can go to any extent to feed their stomachs or earn a livelihood. 
Everyone does good or bad deeds, adopt and follow righteous or un-righteous path to 
feed their stomachs—so much so that they even sell their own sons and daughters for it. 

Tulsidas says that the fire stoked by hunger (of stomach) is greater (more 
irresistible and ferocious) than the fire of dooms-day; it can only be doused by the rain of 
dark clouds represented by the form (image) of Sri Ram. [Worldly needs have no end. 
Desire can never be satisfied. Devotion for Lord Ram and its attendant contentedness are 
the only remedy from the endless cycle of wants and desires. ] 


Ad a aaa, farzarstest a afiea, afer, 

afeat ao, A aA aT 
oiae aAa Ao aana ANa dey, 

aè UP Upa Hi pet og, Pr pÀ?’ 
A ypa På, clea faeiiesra, 

Bios aa U, wa! was wu wt 
aike-caretat «oaars = ë gA, deaig! 

gRa-ceqa @Ra gael sar wet 9711 


97—(Tulsidas says) :- 'Oh Sri Ram! I swear by you—in the present time, the farmers 
can’t have proper harvest, beggars don’t get alms, traders don’t succeed in business (their 
business runs in loss), and those seeking service (a job) can't get it. In this way, being 
deprived of any means of livelihood, they become agitated, distressed and sorrowful, and 
tell each other ‘what shall we do, where shall we go—there seems to be no solution’. The 
Vedas and the Purans say, and it is also generally observed in this world, that you (Sri 
Ram) are the one who has helped all in times of troubles and needs. Oh friend of the 
distressed! The poverty in the form of Ravana has oppressed the world, and seeing the 
fire of sins all around, Tulsidas laments (and in all humility and sincerity asks you to help 
the people oppressed and tormented by misfortunes and evil times).' 
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ga-er- A-A-A- 
rd GZ, WN a Hat wet 

Wapa Byg, wetoT ator Vor at BH, 

ae-ge feet g Raa aadi l 
aà goea md a ws, À wea 

qaad BR, wie yae uap ST! 
writ po Ag, QJ AA p, MÈ wa! 

B pana pA wore wor i 9811 


98—All are burning (and destroying themselves in envy, jealousy and haughtiness) in the 
fire of the pride of their superior clan (birth), their deeds, their fame/renown, their healthy 
and handsome body, their charm and beauty, their virtues and qualities, and their 
youthfulness—but there is no ‘tap’ available to douse this raging fire. [Tap refers 
metaphorically to a hydrant or any other source of water that can douse the fire 
represented by the negative traits listed above. In other words, this symbolic fire keep on 
burning inside all the creatures and burns them from within. ] 

This internal fire represented by the above negative qualities is like a disease that 
burns the creature form within. For this disease, the worldly deeds that one is forced to do 
as necessary part of life and the various pleasures of the sense organs that one enjoys are 
like food that is not supposed to be eaten by a sick person suffering from such a horrible 
disease. [When one is suffering from fever represented by the ‘fire’ and is sick with such 
negative signs of a serious ‘disease’ as mentioned in this verse, he must take complete 
rest and eat regulated and bland diet as prescribed by the doctor. If a man continues to 
work when suffering from fever, and eats things he is not supposed to eat, then surely he 
will suffer greatly. ] 

Remaining engrossed in the affairs of the mundane world just in order to feed the 
stomach or please one’s worldly master, and being indulgent in different and myriad 
types of pleasures of the sense organs as well as remaining hooked to the sense objects of 
this mundane and deluding world would only increase this disease, and no way reduce it. 

Even those who have acquired the knowledge of the Vedas (i.e. are supposed to 
be enlightened and wise) lament and wail. [It means that not only the ordinary people are 
burning in the fire of ego, haughtiness etc. which is stoked by worldly duties and fanned 
by indulgences in the sense organs and materials of the world, but even those people who 
pride themselves in the knowledge of the Vedas are not spared—they have become wild 
with hypocrisy and arrogance too]. 

No one knows what Tulsidas’ Lord Sri Ram can do—he can convert a mountain 
into a heap of rubble, and vice-versa, in a moment. Considering all this, who can be 
blamed and on whom should one become angry. This era of Kaliyug created turbulence 
(moral dilemma and social upheaval) in the entire world. So, Oh Sri Ram! Protect us! 
[Basically Tulsidas appeals to Lord Ram to help the people by lending them support to 
overcome the over-powering evil effects of the present era of Kaliyug which is 
dominated by negativity and delusions. Nothing worthwhile is achievable without the 
grace of Lord Ram.] 
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agea aag M gA, 
saaa As Beas wfer ÈI 
IÅ ea ola ekdea NR opt, 
aruel deat das ser afer S11 
srg aema, Sud sfe-ezaq wr, 
amg è saod, aRar sèg 21 
BAA pAs Aa ANA IPU Hea, 
aapa uigs ue Rag ÈI 9911 


99— People have been so entangled or ensnared by Kaliyug (i.e. their wisdom and 
common sense has declined so much) that they plant useless trees of ‘Acacia’ and 
‘Baher’ (belleric-myrobalam), and to protect them, make a surrounding hedges 
(enclosures) using cut-down branches of the (most valuable tree known as the) ‘Kalpa 
Tree’ (which is the all wish-filling celestial tree of Gods). 

People have become so evil and low (base, mean) that they even abuse (speak-ill) 
of Harischandra (the legendary king renowned for his truthfulness and adherence to duty) 
and Dadhichi (who sacrificed his bones for Indra to mould his invincible Vajara out of it 
to kill a demon). They eat all the grams in their hands and then lick their palms (to see if 
any residue is left over—i.e. they have become extremely greedy and impoverished). 
They themselves are great sinners but laugh at and deride Lord Vishnu and Shiva. They 
are luckless themselves, but out of jealously and envy they admonish and scorn at those 
who are extremely lucky. 

The effect of Kaliyug has made the minds of all very dark and ignorant so much 
so that they try to fill the vast ocean by the bones of dead mosquitoes! [What a ridiculous 
and incongruous state of affair, wonders Tulsidas. How stupid the people of the current 
generation have become. He means that the people have become so stupid that they have 
abandoned having devotion and love for Lord Ram, and instead spend their lifetimes 
pursuing the deluding world and its equally false charms and pleasures. ] 


Bree pect pierre afaa! gE, 

afè maA fev, wat ot md am AI 
at A Aa ga, Rao- wae a, 

Ha da alent, Beat cay onfsar il 
wa, He als È Raga siika aie, 

Ud aa seg PAA sg sÈ wr! 
mèg yoa, foes ak P ues PN, 

BAe ara, A geng aen èA 11100 11 


100—(Addressing Kaliyug, the present era dominated by evil, vices, pretensions, deceit 
and negativism, with immense sarcasm, Tulsidas calls it a ‘Lord’—meaning great and 
powerful—and then says—) 'Oh Lord, the great and terrible Kaliyug! Listen. Who can be 
saved if you want to destroy him? I am a very poor and a wretched being, and I have not 
caused you any harm or offence. Both of us—you and me—belong to the same ‘One’ 
(God) who is the Lord of this entire world (creation). You have put lust, desire and anger 
to pursue me like a hound—say, who are you to scowl at me and have so much 
aggression towards me? My Lord Sri Ram is very wise (i.e. he knows everything), he had 
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done justice to even a dog. I am a servant of such a munificent and benevolent Lord 

whose name is ‘Ram’, and that is why my own name is ‘Rambola’’. [That is, Iam closely 

identified by Lord Ram and inseparably belong to him so much so that I am called by a 

name with the Lord’s name ‘Ram’ attached as a prefix.] Why will then Lord Ram not 

take my side (and protect me from your evil intentions, and do justice to me as well)?’ 
[Note—'Rambola was the name given to Tulsidas by the people when he went around 
begging for food when his parents died when he was very young. He used to call out 
‘Ram-Ram’ during his rounds, and so the people gave him this nickname. ] 


ai wal, wferpret weet! A afar faert wer 21 
aA, AeA, MaA, Ale Alfeet snfer vig zer S11 
a corer aR 3g, Ù ARA ta Hea AET ÈI 

creesterea feet ‘geri? cor qreat weRet a eer S101! 


101—'Oh terrible and mischievous Kaliyug! Say truthfully, what harm have I caused you 
that you are giving me so much trouble? Was I the only one left for you to cast your net 
of lust, desire, anger, greed and allurements of attachments with the sole purpose of 
ensnaring me who is so humble and helpless? You are the Lord of the present world 
(present times) and are very able (resourceful). But oh Lord! It is my very bad habit that I 
too do not beg in front of anyone else except my Lord Sri Ram if I have to ask for getting 
protection. [So don't expect me to be servile before you; don’t expect that your 
threatening overtures are going to cow me down and make me surrender before you. I 
will never surrender before anyone but Lord Ram. He is there to afford me protection, so 
I don’t really care for you, remember! ]' 


airehtcg Urea wel, 35 aH È WAP aa fed at 
Arp! a cet, a A wa, afer! afer a wast ane fadet 
aa È AS p, Ram gè eA, Ù À a fA | 
Tara sit sfsreen szonf, af cat dt fear fev afdat 10211 


102—'I drink water from the holy river Ganges and take Ram’s holy Name daily. Oh 
Kaliyug! I have nothing to do with you and will not look towards you even by mistake 
(i.e. don’t imagine that I will even un-wittingly plead before you). If you willingly 
torment me and commit excesses, you shall repent for it. I won’t be scared of you. Like 
Garuda (the mount of Vishnu) could not digest a Brahmin whom he had swallowed and 
had to vomit him out, I too would not get digested in your stomach (and you too would 
have to let me out). [It means that you cannot harm me in any way. So let me be alone!]' 


WsiRIAH Aes Ulet GB wletd-cneia Wear | 

grr yer ule waa, ar aR GS, dg aa SII 
Java -Jata, sare ash, paaga Pea ARA | 
eferpreat fears stars eet, aÈ JA peg AAR |1103 11 


103—The (foolish) people push aside the young ones of a swan and nourish those of 
owls; they collect and burn the best of cereals and (collect and) store seeds for planting in 
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the moor (barren field). [They destroy useful things and hoard worthless ones]. They are 
very proud of their knowledge and qualities; they cut the priceless KalpaTree to make an 
ordinary wooden pestle or pounder. Kaliyug has stolen (eliminated, eclipsed, decimated) 
proper thoughts and behaviour; this is why the ignorant have become blind—i.e. they 
can’t see what is good or bad for them. 


tet wet, Ulster Her tha, Ger a aay Ag Ra 
maA RARAP pA pA watt aay fers 
ae-faare Rog agg BS eel g Ù sma A | 
diRgal, sgp, adel, ea-sieal Ulg BH Ù B | 110411 


104— People do not understand the essential meaning (essence) of the Vedas, what duties 
they prescribe, and what the fruit of studying them is. They have abandoned the Kalpa 
Tree-like Sri Ram’s holy Name which is the only way in Kaliyug that can serve one’s 
self-interest as well as provide him with emancipation and salvation. They unnecessarily 
indulge in debates due to false pride of being highly knowledgeable (intelligent, 
educated), and enhance mutual animosity, envy and jealousy. 

After studying the four Vedas, the six Shastras, the nine branches of Sanskrit 
grammar, and the eighteen Purans', they have put the knowledge to naught like a man 
sawing a worthless piece of wood. [When a saw cuts through wood, it produces wood- 
dust. Similarly, these people cut through the tomes of knowledge contained in the 
voluminous scriptures only to produce worthless knowledge which is equivalent to dust, 
instead of using it for some constructive purpose]. 


[Note—'(i) The 4 Vedas are—Rig, Yajur, Sam and Atharva. (ii) The 6 Shastras 
are—Siksa, Vyakarna, Chandas, Nirukta, Jyotisa, Kalpa (these are also called 
Vedangas). (111) The 9 Grammars are enunciated by and named after the following 
sages—Indra, Chandra, Kashkritasna, Shaktayan, Apishali, Panini, Amar, 
Jaynenra and Saraswati. (iv) The 18 Purans are—Brahama, Padma, Vishnu, Vayu, 
Bhagvata, Naradiya, Markandey, Agni, Bhavishya, Brahavaivarta, Linga, Varaha, 
Skanda, Vamana, Kurma, Matsya, Garuda and Brahamanand]. 


SIT, Qe, Ya aaa Aro alfea, one a ret 
@ afer a yfer angfé anger sy mera Rre ANA II 
gH aad afer may, ou, oie, faz a ofa A | 
wt wf Ag AR gm, ga maae eter fereprey 11105 11 


105—Vedas, Shastras and Purans narrate myriads of ways for salvation, and the sages 
and hermits call themselves Gods and Siddhas (the attained ones) as well as wise and 
enlightened. 

All righteousness has been swallowed by Kaliyug, and all the Japs (chanting of 
the holy Mantras), Yog (meditation) and Vairagya (renunciation, detachments) have run 
away for the fear of their lives (i.e. they have vanished). Tulsidas says that there is no use 
mourning for them. ‘I (Tulsidas) have sold myself in the hands of Sri Ram.’ [Tulsidas 
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says that he has surrendered himself before Lord Ram, and therefore he is protected by 
the Lord himself. So, he has nothing to fear from. ] 


qd wel, sada wel, wag PÀ, Aae Hal Bs! 

pret adr de a Sted, wract ofa faore a Als 1! 
gqeeikraa gory È wan, ora Sad a we pg AI 
ar @& at, mea ANg, AA Ua a Saat a1 110611 


106—'Whether anyone calls me a miscreant or a rascal, or an exalted and wise one, or 
even a Rajput (and upper class warrior, usually a king) or a weaver (a low caste man)—I 
don’t need to marry my daughter to anyone’s son nor do I intend to establish any 
relations with anyone. [So, why and how come I am expected to appease anyone and 
bother about what they say about me?] 

Tulsidas is a famous slave (a devout follower, devotee) of Lord Sri Ram, so let 
anyone say whatever he thinks fit. I have to beg to feed myself, and sleep in a shrine. I do 
not have to take nor give anything from anyone.’ [Hence, I don't bother about the people 
of the world, and what they say.] 


ae onfea-uife a adt pea onfer—uifa, 
AY Hrs Heel at el Hah Heats | 
mg mag gma GB sre wa, 
ast & aay dees vs aaa 
aifa a sed suze afé at cir, 
ee ee oe a 
mg $ smg, HS ae P wa, 
wr wed ae uel, ear a Sr 


107—'T have no caste and neither do I wish to find out about the caste of others. No one 
is of any use to me and neither do I wish to be of any use to others. My entire destiny 
(Lok-Parlok) and existence is in the hands of Lord Ram. Tulsidas has the only reliance 
and succour in the name of Sri Ram. The people are utterly foolish—they do not 
understand that the ‘Gotra’ (race, caste) of the servant is the same as that of his master. I 
do not bother whether I am called a saint or not, or whether I am called good or bad. 
Whatever and howsoever I am, I belong to Sri Ram. Am I lying at the doorstep of 
anybody? Why are the people so much bothered about who I am, what my caste is, 
whether I am good or bad? Why don’t they mind their own business? [Tulsidas laments 
that the people are more concerned about which class of the society a person belongs to, 
or what is his calling, or his status in the society, or how learned he is, etc. What does it 
matter, Tulsidas wonders. If a man does not have devotion and love for Lord Sri Ram 
than his taking birth in a high caste, or being extremely successful in life by acquiring 
fame and money, or being very learned in the scriptures so much so that he might know 
them forwards and backwards—all these and such other achievements are null and void 
Tulsidas says that though he has none of the worldly achievements a man usually yearns 
for, he still considers himself extremely successful and fulfilled because he has sincere 
and abiding devotion and love for Lord Ram. For him nothing else matters. ]' 
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wp we WAH Bory wR wa s! 
mg aA AER, WAA MA AERA, 

act g-a A zoa eae S11 
ded aA waa aA pead pgd Hey, 


wast wed, se 3iaz a T ÈI 


gaia a Na sa gead > 
aa aA- at af ga B1110811 


108—'Some say that this fellow Tulsidas commits cheating, fraud and trickery etc., some 
say he is very disloyal and treacherous, while some others say that he is a truthful servant 
of Sri Ram. Saints know that I am a great saint, while miscreants recognise me as the 
greatest of rascals. There is a flood of numerous types of comments about me and my 
character—some true, others false. I do not want anything from any body, nor speak 
anything about anyone. I tolerate all with fortitude and forbearance, and have no ill-will 
or agitation in my mind against anyone. Tulsidas’ welfare or harm is in the hands of his 
Lord Sri Ram. My wisdom is like grass in the field of devotion for Sri Ram (i.e. the 
ultimate sustenance of my wisdom and intellect is in having sincere devotion for Lord 
Ram even as the ground or field is the sustainer of the grass). 


Bal Gis, ad-an ema eis, 

Ss Sl A ola, Ale, HS, HA! 
Gol Vel Vole, Bdp—-AWaAst, Blot, 

A yga ware as At aA 11 
aÑ get feer Ba Ba aa fea, 

SaN MA moa emfA, IA, MAÈ | 
aN Aot ao A, Reo, Aù aoa, 

ard yga dealt aAA UP wa 1110911 


109—Yogis, Jangams (who have tied their male organs with a shackle), Sanyasis (those 
who have renounced the world; hermits) and those saints who move in groups—keep 
awake (alert) because on the one hand they meditate on the Lord God, and on the other 
hand they are very afraid of (the attacks of) lust, desires, anger, attachments, greed etc. 

The Kings keep awake due to a variety of reasons—such as to attend to their royal 
duties regarding different works of the kingdom, their royal engagements, enjoyment of 
pleasures, calls for paying attention by the court-councilors, and to look after their vast 
property and realm. They also keep awake and alert because they are so worried about 
hearing of any news of big and powerful enemies who could attack them any time if they 
let their guard down. 

Intelligent Pundits keep awake for studying; greedy persons for their land, wealth 
and homes; indulgent persons for the pleasures of the material world and sense-organs; 
and diseased persons and those who have been separated from their loved ones keep 
awake due to the agony of disease and separation. 
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But Tulsidas sleeps peacefully on the strength of Lord Ram because the Lord 
would protect him from any misfortunes. Tulsidas has reliance on Sri Ram, and so he has 
nothing to worry about, and is at complete peace with himself. 


wy Ard, fd, dy, Yor, yo, you, uzafed 
weg, Ua, Were, a+e-cand, Yetta faa 
A-a wa aifa afer wate ean fyi 
RAR, WRA, JAA, YAH wat aA Wet worl 
we daPtergy, 3a, oa-pag UP Wad Ale A 1111011 


110—'Lord Sri Ram is our parent, friend, kin, Guru (teacher, preceptor), revered and the 
greatest benefactor. The Lord is our Lord, a true friend and helper. Truly, all the relations 
of affection that exist are represented solely by Sri Ram. Our country, wealth, property, 
race/caste/clan, duties, homestead and destiny/fate are also Sri Ram. Our caste-clan and 
fame is Sri Ram. And all the fruits of good deeds done by us, as well as our salvation, 
welfare, good fame etc. are easily available to us by the courtesy of Sri Ram.' 

Tulsidas says that either now or whenever in future, if any welfare is ever 
expected, then it can be expected only from Lord Ram, and from no one else. 


[Note—It is to be observed here that in this as well as all the proceeding and 
preceding verses, the common strand is Tulsidas’ unadulterated, supreme and 
determined allegiance, faith and devotion for Sri Ram. For him, everything else is 
of no significance and consequence]. 


Here, diet ofS, wa! Aap- AATE | 
Heriot, Set os, wa! Your Ba ces! 

Aerio, Tet ois, wa! Ba Be-Araat | 

Aer, wet oes, wa! zoeltafaeraa! 

JIA oS, UA! SSasda, WAATA, UWaceea | 

afer ons, wet! ofa-ara—fapa gae ARIS AA I 111111 


111—Oh the Great Lord known as Sri Ram! You give happiness and peace to your 
devotees and those who serve you—I offer myself at your feet (to you)! [That is, I pray 
before you with the greatest of reverence. ] 

Oh the Great Lord Sri Ram! Oh the beauteous and all-able Sri Ram. I pray before 
you. 

Oh the Great Lord Sri Ram! You can provide freedom form all troubles. I submit 
myself before you. 

Oh the Great Lord Sri Ram who has lotus eyes! I revere and adore you. 

You are the abode of mercy, protector of those who seek your refuge, and the 
remover (eliminator) of sins. 

Oh Ram, keep Tulsidas under your protection because he is very agitated due to 
the fear of Kaliyug. I beg before you. 
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[Note :- ‘afe ur is a word having different connotations according to context. 
Hence different words have been used to express the hidden intent of the lines]. 


wa aga-aga AA-AAA! 
gaa- a, Aana, PSAP! 
qustea-da-#we 9 wléat waj—plés—fasser! 
wa gorenera feetepeaemse | 
SA Sapani, AAA, ASAA I 


we deter yeapert, oa oer oe oneifepeatet 11112 11 


112—Glory to you (Sri Ram)! You had destroyed the demons Tadka and Subhau, and 
had broken (crushed) the arrogance of Marich; you are an expert in protecting the fire 
sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra, you had liberated Ahilya who had been converted into a 
stone by a curse; you are a mine of mercy and kindness, and had broken the pride of 
Parashuram that he had conquered all the Kshatriya kings, along with the bow of Lord 
Shiva (at Janakpur). 

Glory to you! You had crushed the pride and arrogance of Parashuram who 
carries an axe, and who is like an ornament (gem-like) in the Sun-race. Glory to you Sri 
Ram. 

You gave happiness and joy to the city of Janakpur (i.e. to its inhabitants by 
marrying Sita). You are an ocean of extreme bliss, and an abode of splendour, 
magnificence and glory! Hail you, Sri Ram! Glory to you! 

Tulsidas sings the glories and praises of Sri Ram, who is the crown jewel among 
Gods, and the most beloved of Sita. Glory to you! Glory to you!! Glory to you!!! 


BIT GId-WAAhe, Bled, BWoesleteteture! 
ora ferte—aer—fagu, fegereferoreat—aret—atoret ! 
oa faRrasifamu-pea 9zyseferywer ! 
gae aga-aga aa AIRRA |I 
BA dspaa-uaa-pa, JARA- AAA ! 
ciated, soaa, SAA SA oe ce AAAA! 1111311 


113—Hail and Glory to you (Sri Ram)! You had won Jayant (the son of Indra who had 
turned himself into a crow to test the ability of Sri Ram). You are endless (eternal, 
infinite), and a provider of bliss to all the saints. 

Glory to you who had expertly killed the demon Viradh. Glory to you who are an 
eliminator of the fear of the Gods and the sages. 

Hail and Glory to you! You had deformed the demoness Supernakha (by 
chopping off the nose and ears of), and you are the (ornamental) jewel of king Raghu’s 
dynasty. You had destroyed the demons Khar and Dushan along with (their army of) 
fourteen thousand warriors. 

Glory to you, who purified the Dandak forest and destroyed the doubts and 
confusions of Tulsidas. The renowned illuminator of the world—glory to you Sri Ram, 
the beloved of Sita! Hail, Hail, Hail! 
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aa amgomea, ha-a -aA 
ore pinga Aam aS aa Rana! 
ada mA aA, sua goa, Hafa! 
pù paa ae ale pep aa, gaa ! 
oe Rra-fsa-ger eq ga-ga ake! 
eater Raoa gaa, Ge Ge we oafeeaet! 11114 11 


114- Hail and Glory to you (Sri Ram)! You had killed Marich in the form of an illusive 
decoy golden deer, and you had liberated Jatau (the vulture) and Sabari (the low caste 
tribal woman). 

Glory to you who killed Kabandh (the demon with a head-less trunk), and who 
pierced the tall coconut trees (by a single arrow). You had destroyed (killed) the strong 
Bali (the monkey), gave Sugriv the crown of Kiskindha, and are the benefactor of saints. 

Glory to you! You are the merciful who protected and sustained the army of 
ferocious monkeys and brave bears. You had constructed a bridge after conquering the 
ocean so as to alleviate the sorrows of Sita, originating from her separation from you (Sri 
Ram). 

Hail and Glory to you! Oh Sri Ram, the beloved of Sita. You had removed the 
fear of Ravana from the heart of Vibhishan. Glory to you! Glory to you!! Glory to you!!! 


Papps Pars, Sle ja JAN az 
A eagra gara A Aga i 
dread SRA cea zs afe 


apaa a-a, Acka cafes ofS 
Paa APA PA, pads, Wat yeaa wa Yet aka 


we gefsara, wiaeatfer, al fe ets gar we BRaii1511 


115—If Mt. Sumeru becomes a large vessel (a platter, a large dish or a crucible), the 
beautiful gem called Chintamani becomes the seed which is then watered by the purest 
milk of the Kamdhenu cow, and from it the king of all holy cities (i.e. Prayag, Allahabad) 
emerges like a bud (or germinates into a new plant) which is protected by God Kuber (the 
patron God of wealth) himself, and this sapling becomes a tree which has branches and 
leaves made of gems called Markat-Mani, its flowers are Goddess Laxmi personified 
herself, and its fruits are liberations from all types of bondages—even if such a rare and 
magnificent Kalpa Tree naturally rains (showers, bestows, gives, grants) all types of 
welfare and happiness, Tulsidas wonders that still (inspite of it), oh Sri Ram who is like a 
gem of Raghu’s clan (‘Raghu-bansa-mani’), can that Kalpa Tree ever compare itself to 
the glories and mystical powers that reside in your divine hands and rain or shower from 
them? (No they can’t!). 

[Tulsidas means that even the best of gifts and the best of giver of such gifts 
cannot match the graciousness, the benevolence, the magnanimity and the kind- 
heartedness of Lord Sri Ram. The Kalpa Tree is famed as the one which can give 
anything asked from it, but Tulsidas says that it is no comparison to Lord Ram’s power to 
grant boons and give largesse. The fruits of this mythical Tree are no comparison with the 
amount and quality of gifts the Lord gives.] 
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ore Bl Bag wael urs zat wie a ais 

crear A ad pama Aoa- a SÈ 

am gag Ag aa, maA aeda Aag aA | 

aa A ufsa ufé yee ot aA a go 
Ba ore ara—fog-afea Ra, fear A oa A ufa a fea 
aa ort arg ga we, oi a wane ae INA 1111611 


116—That able and brave warrior is useless who does not enter into combat even when 
the circumstances are favourable. A hermit or an ascetic who, having renounced the 
world, does not abandon greed and desire for indulgences in pleasures of the sense 
organs, is also useless (as a hermit or ascetic). A rich man who does not make charity and 
gives alms, and a poor who does not stick to the righteous and correct path are also 
worthless. A Pundit who does not follow the righteous path and does not do sanctioned 
deeds even after studying the Purans is equally worthless and in vain. A son who does not 
respect his parents, and a wife who is not loyal and devoted towards her husband are 
similarly of no value. 

Tulsidas says that, likewise, if one does not have love, affection, devotion, 
reverence and faith in the holy feet of Lord Sri Ram, then all else are useless, fruitless, 
futile and in vain for him. 


A a wre farce, Sra ae de afé ateet ? 
wl a AA ge we allel arta wf deer? 
ala gA aè mo pòr sA ar-az ? 
maaga aè sia aù sfturs ala az? 
yam- Aesan HI G Ae PaA oa a? 
we defserg A si, A a Aag AAAA I 1117 11 


117—Who has not been burnt and tormented by anger? Who has not been conquered and 
overcome by lust, passions and desires? Whom has greed not ensnared and subject to 
torments? Whose heart has not been pierced by irresistible and enticing lustful glances of 
a woman? Which man has not become blind (inspite of having a pair of eyes) on having 
riches (i.e. who has not become haughty, arrogant, selfish, greedy, miserly etc. when he 
acquires wealth and prosperity)? In the three worlds—the heaven, the terrestrial and the 
subterranean—is there anyone who has not been won-over (conquered, overpowered, 
ensnared and bogged down) by attachments? 

Tulsidas says that only those who are protected by the lotus-eyed Sri Ram can ever 
hope to escape from the above vices and snares. 


Ne-Pa wert Boa a aR-faciepfer—aed ata 
wpu-pae gaa- ge- aae Het sa a sA il 
AH Bad aed aa @ PA- oÀ ag aad a ara 
Ae è mg wd gat, U ad zd AapATA I 111811 
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118—Those who have escaped the arrows in the form of lascivious glances shot from the 
curved eyebrows of a beautiful woman, those whose mind had not been hard-baked like a 
mud pitcher in the oven of arrogance and pride by the fire of anger, and those who do not 
dance like a monkey to the tune of a monkey-charmer in the shape of greed and desires— 
Tulsidas says that only they are the true devotees and servants of Lord Sri Ram. 
Notwithstanding this, however, all saints are generally good and worthy. 


ay yas ula aaa pè gas 
ag A a mA mA- mA 
alec aa wie mfa fasa ?, 
ga pèsa IA aade aAa | l 
aaa aaa AA-AAA 
Wor - S - gRr - pe - georg M 
gerh-S ara Aà aÈ UAG 1111911 


119—Those people who are dressed like a saint (i.e. their external appearance resembles 
a holy person) and speak words that are deceptively sweet and pure like nectar, but 
desire, greed and attachment towards land, wealth and homestead have not left their 
hearts, those who adopt myriad of ways to take care of their bodies but say (falsely 
though) that they depend only on Sri Ram’s name, those who make a show of their 
devotion and worship of God but hide their evil desires and inclinations within, and those 
whose mind has become an abode of greed, attachments, passions, lust and desires— 
Tulsidas wonders and expresses incredulity that even such people, who are full of 
attachments, anger, jealousy, deceit/fraud/falsehood and treachery, want to have devotion 
for Sri Ram. [That is, it is impossible for such people having these evils in their hearts to 
have love and devotion for Sri Ram. It means that these evils have to be removed from 
the heart before Sri Ram can be attained]. 


Pfad asa aa, piad eaefa—erer, 
piad aA za, pead gN ÈI 
piad mo pra, PAd I-AA, 
aap È Pè, ‘ae ALT AS gN 
gat ad gafa aA a mA s$, 
ga uz uefa è, ga ue ues! 
awd Wad -AaAsde a Ast AN, 
wd wel a wee wl wig aifer 81112011 


120—Fraudulent and cunning people boast—' shall get a youthful body tomorrow (Le. 
very soon), I shall receive land and wealth very soon, tomorrow I shall be victorious in 
battle, all my jobs will be done tomorrow, and I will be surrounded by a royal company 
and acquire regal surroundings and its attendant pomp and show tomorrow itself.’ 

Inspite of being minuscule and non-entity like a mosquito, they boast that the 
huge Mt. Sumeru shall tremble due to their weight. Tulsidas observes that because of this 
bad habit of boasting, many a homes have been ruined in the past, are being ruined now, 
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and shall be ruined in the future as well. This is because no one realises the futility of 
such loud-mouthed and boastful talk as Kaal (death) is also standing with wide-open 
mouth to devour all such people tomorrow. [People boast of so many things not realising 
the futility of it all. They don’t realise the basic thing that life is but a bubble—it can 
burst any time. What to talk of tomorrow, it can burst the very next moment. So one 
should not boast in vain about tomorrow, and instead live life fruitfully in the present. ] 


Cleat a sito feet afer aret creepy, 
aA Re, ud uot ug afi 


facies ala sree, wea urs arg atin2iis 


121—'Past, present and future—there has been no wretched person like Tulsidas in the 
three periods of time and in all the three Lokas (the 3 worlds). All the saints criticize him, 
but inspite of hearing everything, I do not mind. Even Sri Ram does not seem to consider 
him (Tulsidas) worthy; this is why he hesitates in his mind in accepting me (as his own). 
Why should I complain at this because actually I am a great sinner, deceitful, mean and 
lowly. I had identified myself with Lord Sri Ram for my own self interest (good) because 
the Lord has asserted that he gives salvation to all who seek his refuge.’ But (inspite of 
the Lord’s assertions) Tulsidas is very agitated seeing the wealth of sins that he has 
accumulated, as well as the wickedness and cunningness of Kaliyug, and he worries 
about the prospects of his emancipation and salvation. 


gH mb Ad cao èg AN- 
are efeaepl sraare fer mea 
Aa sit uchifa—cferarer afer way are 
a-e Ra ug wali! 
am-an siz È wars ÈI, 
A mg yet sig viz 3 l 
mA AA snot ot ets ald ater, afer, 
goa Aed uz ores & A N2211 


122—The Lord God, who is like a bridge of Dharma (righteousness, probity, propriety 
and purity), had manifested himself in a human form for the welfare of the world as well 
as to remove the burden of unrighteousness and sins from the shoulder of the earth. It is 
the habit and natural inclination of the Lord to follow laws, regulations, affectionate 
relationships and righteous behaviour and conduct (to set and example for others). It is 
Lord Sri Ram’s vow and a firm determination that he will keep the sanctity of the Vedas 
and other scriptures, as well as the established norms of behaviour and conduct in the 
world. 
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Hearing that the Lord even felt indebted to Sugriv and Vibhishan, this poor 
servant (Tulsidas) burns in jealousy (wondering why the Lord has not shown similar 
kindness and mercy on him). 

[Lord Ram felt obliged to Sugriv for helping him find and recover Sita by putting 
the entire army of monkeys at the Lord’s disposal, and in return the Lord made him the 
king of Kishkindha. Similarly, the Lord felt obliged to Vibhishan for seeking the Lord’s 
shelter and helping him in the war with Ravana, who happened to be Vibhishan’s own 
brother, so much so that the Lord made him the king of Lanka after the war was won. So 
Tulsidas says that the Lord must show the same degree of benevolence and grace upon 
him also because he too has surrendered himself before the Lord and goes about singing 
and praising the Lord’s glory on this earth. 

Actually and frankly speaking, this is indeed true. It is irrefutably due to Tulsidas 
that Lord Ram’s name became so popular and so much loved and revered in every 
household of India. Tulsidas wrote in the local dialect so that the Lord’s divine story 
could be accessed even by a layman, and he injected the nectar of devotion and love for 
the Lord in his writings that were missing earlier in all the other classical renderings of 
the story in the Vedas and the Purans and even in other versions of the Ramayana by 
other authors. ] 

Hence, 'I beg before you, you should keep in mind your reputation and character, 
and do for me whatever you can do or deem fit to do. This Tulsidas is your humble 
servant for all generations, from many previous births—so you must have special favour 
for him.’ 


ara Herter ferate eflept arst 3z 
aad Aem, A a Aofa aera ef 
Bre wet! ae ufé AS sie qay-pie 
afé afer ip cat aae wt aera ati 
geri ferctifes pfp) apetetar 
Bucs Was Bysa Bara st 
cep ve aar, Raoa APA 
sm a Ag, mm-a gea ET 11123 11 


123—'Those who chant the Lord’s holy Name sincerely from their heart are respected 
and loved by the people, but the irony is that I (Tulsidas) am not liked by them. [It is a 
historical fact that the Brahmins and Pundits of Tulsidas’ time were extremely jealous of 
him and hounded him out of envy. They left no stone unturned to defame him and 
ridicule him. Tulsidas’ writings were stolen and even thrown in the river. Inspite of such 
sensor by evil-minded and pervert people, Tulsidas persevered with his firm conviction 
and faith in the strength of the Lord, and his purest form of love and devotion for the 
Lord. The result was that while Tulsidas became immortal, his tormentors were lost in the 
sand of time. ] 

So oh Ram! At this moment of testing times, look at me with kindness. I am eager 
for your kind and merciful glance like an utterly poor man looks greedily at sweet food, 
and am eager for your grace, empathy and sympathy.’ Tulsidas says further, 'Having 
considered both the ferocity and cruelty of Kaliyug’s nature vis-a-vis the nature of the 
merciful and kind Lord (Sri Ram), I hesitate. In this age, the whole world appears to be 
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the same—all (good or bad men) are criticizing me, and though you are the Lord of 
Triloki (the three worlds), you still have to be mindful of public opinion. But I am not 
worried about myself; Iam more worried about you and your reputation. 

[Tulsidas means that though Sri Ram is ever so kind, merciful and benevolent, he 
is reluctant to extend this benefit to Tulsidas because the public opinion is against the 
latter, and the Lord has to keep the public in good humour because he is the King of the 
world and must take into consideration the opinion of his subjects. But, in doing so, the 
reputation of the Lord as being kind, merciful and benevolent is also suffering at the same 
time. Tulsidas is so clever—he indirectly and sarcastically admonishes his Lord for being 
late in taking care of Tulsidas; he provokes him and challenges him to take care of his 
servant Tulsidas inspite of the world criticizing him and plotting for his downfall! ] 


AA ma ataga aera cert aan, 
ar-az clergy eiefel—etet | 
aac Reo- aA, Ao Gilder 
g aA aoa stag MA -SAA | 
AA ga-aRe cea sifa faa aq 
goai è Ses faate-pte-praayt | 
Ba get sue, RROA APA JA, 
AA ag AA a aog A AAP | 112411 


124—Till the time Tulsidas becomes an open and declared servant (devotee) of Lord Sri 
Ram, he shall remain eager for bits and morsels of food; he shall be greedy, pervert and 
talkative; he shall repeatedly covet and be tempted by land, wealth and home etc.; he 
shall have the sorrows of separation and be suffering from various diseases; he shall be 
forced to undergo all types of torments and agonies; every moment would appear like a 
burden for him (i.e. his life would remain a burden for him); his body would burn (suffer) 
due to all sorts of agonies and poverty; and he shall remain a slave of passions, lust and 
desire, as well as of numerous attachments and anger. 

Tulsidas says that till the time he does not become a devout devotee and servant 
of Lord Sri Ram, all the troubles and agonies that exist in this world would fall in his 
(Tulsidas’) share, while all the happiness and comforts would belong to others. 

[In essence Tulsidas says that all his misfortunes shall vanish as soon as he 
becomes a ‘real’ devotee of Sri Ram. Now, this again shows how humble he is. It is well 
known that he was the most ardent and loyal devotee of Sri Ram. So there is no question 
of his devotion being of a secondary quality or of falling in the second category. 
Secondly, he is also advising us indirectly by citing himself that we must abandon or 
leave all other means of seeking happiness and peace in this world, and instead 
concentrate on the only and the easiest way to achieve it—and that is to have complete 
and total devotion towards Lord Sri Ram.] 


AA aa, Aa, Aa, yea sue a, 
aei-as ge ag amg PAAA | 
AA sA ua Aa tel were 
am qe agad IN a-a I 
aac emac gag ga aRar, 
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aed Ag, sifeatl set Wear | 
wae a Ho odè crease zea, 
maa Wot Bl at Bey ASAT 11125 11 


125—Till the time a living being does not worship the holy and the divine Name of Sri 
Ram—who is the Emperor of kings and the Lord of Shiva—by way of remembering and 
chanting the Name with his tongue, he remains wretched, suffers from all sorts of wants, 
remains in darkness (i.e. remains ignorant), and distressed. He does not find happiness 
even in his dreams. Such a person is susceptible to agonies and torments. 

Further, it is only till then that he has to wander everywhere barefoot, with out- 
stretched hands and an empty stomach (hungry and begging for morsels of food), and in 
the process suffer from grave insults, humiliation and reproach. He also remains afraid of 
abject poverty, and undergoes extreme troubles and sufferings—like sleeping on earth or 
on grass with straw as bed, and wear torn and tattered rugs.” 


Section-2/Part-5 
Geetawali 


{In this part, we shall read some selected verses of Geetawali and see how Tulsidas has 
cited the example of Vibhishan, the younger brother of the demon king Ravana of Lanka, 
to plead his own case with Lord Ram, and the Lord’s solemn declaration. } 


Sundar Kand, verse no. 40— 





mel, ea a fatsaat aq ? 

TH ols wa GA Waal, VT wa aR aeal wali 11! 
Weta WA Uy UT, Ya saints wl 

af wayne ee wet fear, ot caret afear ad 21] 211 
qa- Aaa fey UF A se se st 

He Vac, oes Br at ay wee WAI-AA I! 311 
ed! oceldt aed wa @R, ae mgs PAPI 

A gn aar wat oad wa wre 8411 411 

















5/40—Say, why should Vibhishan not be rewarded (or be treated as being most fortunate 
and lucky)? For, after forsaking all trickery, deception, prentension, cheating and 
stratagem, he had come to seek refuge with and shelter of Lord Sri Ram who gives all the 
four types of celebrated fruits to all the four types of devotees’ (1). 
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Doing ‘Pranam’ (i.e. paying obeisance by bowing the head) to Lord Sri Ram is 
the root of all auspiciousness and well-beings, and is potent enough to uproot all 
inauspiciousness and evil forebodings in this world—the same Raghunath (Sri Ram) had 
placed his benevolent and merciful hands on the head of Vibhishan. Say, how can one 
describe his (Vibhishan's) fame and good luck? (2). 

The power and might of the Lord’s holy Name has purified even those sinners and 
vile ones who were never tired of doing evil, sinning and committing misdemeanours and 
unrighteousness of all kinds. Some had chanted his name in the correct order, and others 
in the reverse order (i.e. some as RAM and some as MARA), and by doing so, even those 
whose characters and deeds were like crows became as exalted as royal swans (3). 

[Talking about himself, Tulsidas says—] 'He, who was of a weak body (i.e. 
under-nourished, emaciated) and had to eat husk (i.e. eat worthless, left-over food), who 
yearned for bits and morsels of food, and had to content with ordinary food and felt 
happy even to get it (in short, who was extremely impoverished)—now is so privileged 
that he is able to directly ask or seek like a Papiha (a sparrow hawk) from the beautiful 
dark cloud representing Sri Ram. 

[Tulsidas has decided not to seek from anybody other than his Lord Ram who is 
compared here to the dark rain-bearing clouds. The cloud is symbolic of magnanimity, 
generosity and charity as well as is used as a metaphor for life and its abundant pleasures 
and joys. The cloud showers rain which sustains life on this earth so much so that when it 
rains and the dark cloud is cited in the sky, the farmer rejoices and the animals begin to 
sing in the garden and the forests. The Papiha asks for rain to satisfy its own thirst, but 
the gracious and kind cloud gives rain not only to him, but at his behest or on his excuse, 
to the whole world. Similarly, Tulsidas asks from Lord Sri Ram for his own benefit, but 
the magnanimous Lord showers his grace and munificence on the whole creation. 
Tulsidas rejoices at the Lord's grace and benevolence.] (4). 


[Note—'The 4 types of fruits are—Artha=wealth, prosperity; 
Dharma=righteousness, probity, propriety, virtues; Kaam=fulfilled desires; and 
Moksha=emancipation, salvation and deliverance from the shackles of this 
mundane, delusionary world. 

The 4 types of devotees are as follows— (a) Aarta = one who worships the 
Lord to get rid of their sorrows, miseries, agonies, troubles and tribulations; (b) 
Arthaarthi = those who worship the Lord for material gain, wealth, prosperity etc.; 
(c) Jigyasu = those who worship the Lord in order to seek Him, or find out about 
His true nature, the Supreme Truth, the essence of existence etc.; and (d) Gyani= 
those who have realised Him, and worship Him selflessly. They are also aware of 
the true nature of the soul.] 


Sundar Kand, verse no. 42— 


Te WA GRA Gal Feil | 

THe, A-A, g-e, AAAA | 111 
ayaa, Peoples, ol + oe ore Oeil 

a faet Ae, ot oa oft wa OMIT Fell! 211 
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qayna eGR te fea N pa | 
yala ma A aAA aR mÀ aAa- weil! 31 
yya w mepe wea fatal well 

Teoh) yea ma aAA Aa ASA ÙIN 











5/42—Everyone stands to gain and have welfare by seeking refuge in the holy feet of 
Lord Sri Ram—whether he is rich or impoverished, whether he is of high or low birth, of 
whatever stature and position in society he is, whether he is wise or an idiot, and whether 
he is weak or most strong and valiant (1). 

Even those who are lame, blind, without any virtues and qualities, and most 
impoverished and wretched, who do not even get water to drink when desired—if they 
took birth in this world and followed the highway of Lord Ram (i.e. the path of devotion, 
worship, adoration, love, affection, surrender, submission and service etc.), they were 
well looked after and sustained by the Lord (2). 

In the face of the brilliant and splendorous rays of the sun representing the might, 
glory, fame and virtues of Sri Ram's holy Name, the faults (i.e. evils, vices, 
misdemeanours, sins etc.) of Kaliyug melt away like snow. Even the wicked rascal such 
as Ajaamil crossed the ocean of this illusionary and mundane world, and attained 
emancipation and salvation just by calling out his name (Narain), even though he had 
meant to call out to his son of the same name. [Ajaamil was so horrified at seeing the 
messengers of death that he called for his own son, named Narain, to protect him. But 
since the word also was the name of Vishnu, the latter immediately sent his own 
messengers to rescue the wretched Ajaamil and bring him to heaven.] (3). 

The bowing of his head by Vibhishan (to pay obeisance to Lord Ram) proved to 
be a Kalpa Tree (the all wish-fulfilling tree) for him, and it bore fruits for him 
immediately too. [Vibhishan was subjected to great humiliation in Lanka by his own 
brother Ravana who treated him with great contempt because Vibhishan was a stout 
follower of Lord Vishnu. But when Vibhishan came and took the shelter of Lord Ram, he 
was not only warmly welcomed but also given respect and a position in the hierarchy of 
Lord’s ministers. | 

Tulsidas cites this as an example to say that similarly, when one recalls or 
remembers the Lord's holy Name, the sky, the earth (land) and the water (rivers, oceans 
etc.) all become auspicious and full of goot omens for him (4).” 


Sundar Kand, verse no. 44— 


aa—fed fare RAA T | 

grd—dy, qug, yga-Ra A wma ef AIAN 
ge Ry age fetes, ga Aan oral 

ge gag ma ¥ aes fag aryl! 211 
umd wy guage aah, ad of 4 aryl 
oR wea aR waa facies, ca ort soarayi| 311 
gat fala Yad vente Rt oR Mae gar 
Heat eR aR sie maS, APA A MIA 
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arto fe wR spa fal, on eg feral 
deters yi ao oR Gl A WAGE mA’? INS 





5/44—[Vibhishan pleads with Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord! The Purans have sung your 
glories (i.e. made you renowned) as being one who is the well-wisher and benefactor of 
the meek, weak, lowly, humble, wretched and downtrodden. I too have come to seek your 
refuge and shelter, recognising you as a friend of the lowly, the humble and the 
distressed, as being merciful, compassionate and gracious, and of being a sweet, amiable 
and friendly temperament (1). 

I am born in the demon clan and am a younger brother of your arch enemy 
Ravana. Hearing your virtues, noble characters and temperament, I have concentrated my 
mind in your holy feet (2). 

The Lord is aware of the joys and sorrows of those who serve him faithfully, with 
devotion and sincerity (ardent devotees, followers, subordinates), that is why I did not 
mention them. Now, only when you intently look at me with merciful, loving and 
compassionate eyes will I know that you have accepted me (in your refuge as a devotee) 
3). 

Hearing such earnest pleadings of Vibhishan, Raghunayak (i.e. the Lord of king 
Raghu’s race; Lord Sri Ram) laughed (i.e. smiled) and called him near, embraced him 
and held him close to his bosom as if he were his own brother Bharat, and regarded him 
as a king of Lanka for all practical purposes (4). 

Then, touching his (Vibhishan's) head with his lotus-like hands (i.e. palms), he 
made him fearless—this is how the Lord exhibited his affection for his devotee (and 
faithful, loyal follower). Tulsidas observes that indeed, who has not attained the most 
exalted and the supreme state (or status) of existence by worshipping and having 
devotion for Sri Ram? (5).” 


[Note—The Supreme post or stature for Vibhishan here has different 
connotations—in the material world it is the kingship of Lanka and freedom from 
Ravana's fear. In the spiritual realm it is to be blessed by the divine sight and 
blessing of the Lord, be recognised as his devotee, and attain the chance to serve 
his holy feet. And in the highest realm of metaphysics it is the oneness with the 
Supreme Soul. Frankly speaking, without any prejudice and interpolating with the 
context, this third state was attained by Ravana and Kumbhakarn but not by 
Vibhishan. During the final battle, a bright shaft of effulgence representing the 
life-force or soul had emerged from their bodies and had merged with Sri Ram 
(Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand no. 103/9 and 71/8 respectively), but this 
privilege was denied to Vibhishan though it is true that a devotee prefers to 
eternally serve the holy feet of the Lord, but the ultimate peace and bliss is 
attained only when the microcosmic soul merges with the macrocosmic ocean of 
bliss—this stature both Ravana and Kumbhakarn achieved, but Vibhishan 
missed! ] 


Lord Ram's Proclamation: Sundar Kand, verse no. 45: Raag Dhanasree— 
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Ua Hel AY Get YAS | 

ye wea atu camo, ge wt OM qs]! 11! 

qm RAA AA, aA veal oer gag 7 al 
ara eRe Ae, A col fete, ae amd Rfrs1! 211 
firep ef fet wa ver fac, area sik sare! 

frefé aft oR ce at wa SY F Bor AAI! 31 
yA yA yor sos ped ef, wpa wa YANS | 

ae om Aa A ae m, peA È SIIA 
gm yA a AAs waa, 44 ae 

getters afer smart wa Ce wy He AWS! 511 


























5/45—{Sri Ram proclaimed—] ‘I speak truthfully about my inherent and natural 
temperament. Listen, the king of monkeys (Sugriv) and the king of Lanka (Vibhishan). 
There is nothing which I have to conceal from you (1). 

He—who is lowly, drown trodden, meek, humble, most foolish and highly dud, 
and who has no destination, succour and solace anywhere in this world—if such a person 
comes to me seeking shelter and refuge, I ‘serve’ him in all possible ways and never 
abandon, avoid or forsake him. This fact is well known to (and endorsed by) Valmiki and 
other exalted sages and seers (2). 

Those whose mind and intellect regard me as the sole benefactor and their well- 
wisher, and who find no solution (or way out) of their problems (i.e. are in a log-jam)—I 
assume a human form for them and finish off all their works for them, not bothering (or 
fearing) that by doing any such act my reputation and fame will be harmed or tainted in 
any way. [I am not tardy and reluctant at helping my devotees, even as the cost of 
tarnishing my immaculate image or reputation. Sri Ram seems to justify his acceptance of 
Vibhishan] (3). 

I repeatedly lift my arms and declare, let the whole assembly listen carefully to 
and believe my words—no one is dearer to me than my servant (ardent devotee, humble 
follower, refuge seeker). But yes, that servant should be of pure intellect, pure mind and 
heart, uncorrupt, truthful, honest, free from deceit and of pure disposition in all possible 
ways (i.e. there should be no motivated vested self-interest, deception, pretensions, 
conceit, deceit, or cunning in them) (4).’ 

Hearing these words of Raghupati (Sri Ram), Vibhishan was overwhelmed with 
waves of surging affections and emotions of endearment for the gracious Lord, while his 
heart and mind were greatly encouraged and enthused by the Lord’s solemn oath. 
Tulsidas advises that one should avoid or abandon all hopes and fears, and sing the 
glories, virtues and fames of such a (munificent, benevolent, merciful, compassionate, 
gracious, benign, magnanimous and kind) Lord! (5).” 


Sundar Kand, verse no. 46— 


afa afore Girt fear | 
arg Wa at a gI 
peg, PA Ee fiat aR yA aac Ala frat? 
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am er seer fog-vat fot oy fas feat? 1) 21I 
art eq wale wa OR aor aoa fat ? 
Aam- aR A gga aft of ae die fet 211 311 
wees fetes asi, eA pA- fort 


geRremat wy orca wa yor RIIA 


5/46—[When Vibhishan heard the Lord make the above promise, he praised the Lord in 
the following way—] ‘There is no one else more worthy to be worshipped, adored and 
have devotion for than Lord Sri Ram. Indeed, whose heart is as full with mercy, grace, 
munificence and kindness as that of Sri Ram? (1). 

Say, which other God has liberated the rock (Ahilya from her curse of being 
turned into a stone) and made Kewat (the boatman) his friend? And who has offered 
‘Pinda’ (a round ball-shaped offering given to dead ancestors, especially parents, as a part 
of funeral rites) to the most sinful and lowly vulture (Jatau) with his own hands? (2). 

Which God has eaten the fruits offered by Sabari and drank water at her place 
(because she was of a low caste and castracised by society)? And who has taken out 
Sugriv by grasping his arms and prevented him from drowning in the ocean of grief and 
fear caused by (his elder brother and arch rival) Bali? (3).’ 

When Vibhishan praised the Lord as aforesaid, highlighting the potential powers 
of devotion and worship of the Lord (by citing the above examples), the whole army of 
monkeys! heard these words in rapt attention, and discussed it amongst themselves most 
cheerfully and animatedly. Really, the Lord of Tulsidas, the king of Kaushal (Ayodhya), 
Lord Sri Ram is indeed the ‘best’ (the most exalted, supreme and one of his kind) in all 
possible ways (4).” 











[Note—'The fact that the words of Vibhishan made the monkey army became 
alert, vigilant, animated, cheerful or joyous is significant. Prior to this sermon by 
Vibhishan, the monkeys had their doubts. But now they were convinced that their 
Lord was no ordinary prince, and his magical powers will ensure their victory in 
the up-coming war. They thought that if the enemy’s brother is praising the Lord 
then surely there must be truth in it. This overcame their dilemmas and 
uncertainities, and enfused them with vigour, enthusiasm and zeal which are 
essential to win a war. It was a dose of morale booster for the army. ] 
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Section-2/Part-6 


Vinai Patrika 


(43) 
wate 
Haana wsel—ue, e-a Aaa | 
Aaa R y, Na dpan, Aaa gode mAT | 111 
wate 











HAAN HUT HMA, BMT hdcI-het AS A | 
dead Heyes, Aaaa MgA | 12 | | 
wale AA- FAA Aosta, WaT gA- NET | 
uf weary, afo ay yacht, aed WIAA ACTA ART | 131 
A anA, Ar Ved -g-ga | 
Rage fae dsp, saga YAp AEN] | 14 | | 

vated werkt yd—pr—ardia—worarht A wet AA Are | 
Ra ddl ay cha afte Pratt Sg Aea P AATE |15 11 
aA GR-ARR-guyr agde En | 
mar- pong, aR aA, Aera | 6 1 | 
aA masa Hodes qA, A aA fA, pa ga TN | 
Ure apeg- pep-i HA, TAA T gA AAST | 17 1 | 
A MAA- Ag Pe g, Pre—ATA Ag Afe Ai | 
aga, WJA, Waa aAa ape Wi, cla—cteay fa wfeq—WeT | 18 | l 
mA AAA- -a-a aA gape AA aTi | 
age yfed savant wed, wa A yu dels T I9 1 















































Verse no. 43— Glory to Lord Ram! You are the supreme transcendental Brahm who is 
Truth and pure Consciousness personified, is omnipresent and all-pervading, and is an 
embodiment of eternal happiness and bliss. [That is, you are the Supreme Being 
personified.] You are invisible, formless and without attributes, but to give effect to your 
maverism you have assumed a form that is visible and has attributes. When the creator 
Brahma as well as other Gods and acclaimed sages and seers were overwhelmed by the 
horrors of uncountable torments and miseries that were inflicted upon them by the cruel 
demons, then to give them relief from the horrible distress they were being subjected to 
and alleviate their sufferings you had taken the form of a human (i.e. incarnated yourself 
on this earth in the visible form of Ram) because you could not deny them your help. (1). 
Glory to you! You took birth in the household of the righteous king Dashrath of 
the Kaushal dynasty and his auspicious consort queen Kaushalaya as four brothers who 
represented the four divine fruits that can bestow to the creature the rewards of Moksha 
(spiritual liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation). [The four brothers were 
Ram, Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan.] You gave joys and exhilaration to Vedic 
ritualistic practices, Dharma (the virtues of auspiciousness, righteousness, 
scrupulousness, noble conduct, probity and propriety) mother earth, (holy) cow, 
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Brahmins (upper-castes, or essentially meaning the wise teacher-class), devotees and 
Sadhus (the pure-hearted ones). [That is, you made them fearless; you reinstated their 
honour and self-respect, and sustained them.] (2). 

Glory to you! You had protected sage Vishwamitra's Yagya (a vedic ritual in 
which fire-sacrifice was done) after killing the demons (who were interfering with it, 
obstructing it and defiling it). You had suppressed the evil ones who endlessly tormented 
those who were noble and holy. You had liberated Ahilya, the wife of sage Gautam, from 
the curse arising out a sin that resulted in her being turned into a stone. You had 
vanquished and crushed the ego, haughtiness, vanity and false-pride of all the princes 
(who had come to marry Sita in a ceremony called “Swayambar’ at Janakpur) by breaking 
the stern and strong bow that symbolized this formidable world, and had thus put to 
shame not only these princes but also vanquished the sense of false pride, haughtiness 
and arrogance about his own strength and valour that sage Parashuram had, so much so 
that the latter lowered his head in surrender and humility. [This incident refers to the 
marriage ceremony of Lord Ram and Sita as narrated in detail in the epic Ramayana.] (3). 

Glory to you! You are steady and determined while bearing the burden 
(responsibility) of upholding the virtues of Dharma (auspiciousness, righteousness, 
scrupulousness, probity and propriety). You are an extraordinarily courageous warrior of 
king Raghu's clan. Giving due respect to (i.e. obeying) the words (or wishes) of your 
father, mother, Guru (moral preceptor and teacher) and brother (Bharat), you had obliged 
them by coming to the forest, and in the process you had made the three great forests by 
the name of Chitrakoot, Vindhyachal and Dandak most holy and auspicious by 
wondering in them. [That is, you had gone to the forest on the orders of your parents and 
to uphold the wishes of others, and had resided in these three forests for some time, 
thereby purifying them and making them holy and venerated.] (4). 

Glory to you! You gave a befitting answer to Indra's deceitful, crooked, cunning 
and lascivious son (named Jayant) who was in the form of a crow for his despicable and 
damnable act. [Jayant, in the form of a crow, had pricked at Sita by its beak. Lord Ram 
had shot an arrow to punish him, but finally forgave him by merely blinding him in one 
eye. It is believed that crows became one-eyed since this incident.] You had dug a grave 
(a pit) and buried the demon Viradh in it. You had got the ear and nose of Supernakha, 
the sister of the demon Ravana, chopped-off when she had come disguised as a young 
maiden (to lure the Lord with her charms with the intention of killing him), thereby 
symbolically challenging the might of Ravana, who was the tormentor of the whole 
world, by insulting him in the guise of maiming his sister. (5). 

Glory to you! You are the slayer of (the demons) Khar, Dushan, Trishira, their 14- 
thousand strong army, and Marich (who had taken the form of a golden deer to lure Lord 
Ram away from his hermitage so that Ravana could kidnap Sita). You are the liberator of 
the cadaver-eating vulture named Jatau as well as of the low-caste woman named Sabari. 
You are an ocean of mercy, compassion, kindness and grace. You are faultless, taintless 
and without blemishes. You are the one who dispels and eliminates the fear and evil 
effects of the three torments or horrors associated with life, called the Triatap. [These 
horrors are—Adhyatmik, i.e. those related to spiritual life; Adhibhautik, i.e. those related 
to the terrestrial world and mundane life on earth; and Adhidaivik which relates to the 
problems arising from malignant stars and gods.] (6). 
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Glory to you! You are the slayer of the wicked and proud demon named Kabandh. 
You had made Sugriv the king (of Kishkindha) after slaying the most powerful Bali. You 
had collected and properly arranged a huge army of brave monkeys and bears (for your 
conquest of Lanka, killing of Ravana, and liberation of Sita from her captivity at Lanka). 
And you had graciously granted the boons of devotion and liberation to Vibhishan who 
had taken refuge with you. (7). 

Glory to you! You had constructed a bridge across the ocean as a playful activity. 
You had cheerfully grabbed (conquered) Lanka which was beyond the imagination of 
even Kaal (the god of death), and had killed Ravana in the battle-field along with his 
entire clan, including his brother, and his huge army, thereby making the three Lokas (i.e. 
the heaven known as the Swarga Loka, the earth known as the Bhu Loka, and the 
subterranean world known as the Patal Loka), Indra (King of Gods), Kuber (the God's 
treasurer) and other protectors of Lokas (or the Lokpals) fearless and free from the 
horrors of Ravana and his demon race. (8). 

Glory to you! After conquering Lanka you had gone back to your capital 
Ayodhya along with Saumitri (literally the son of mother Sumitra; i.e. Laxman, Ram’s 
brother), Sita, Sugriv, Hanuman and other ministers aboard the plane called ‘Pushpak’. 
Tulsidas cheerfully narrates by way of a ballad about the fact that all the residents of 
Ayodhya were extremely exhilarated, excited, exuberant, happy and jubilant when Lord 
Ram became a king and Vaidehi (Sita) became the queen (upon their return the their 
capital of Ayodhya from fourteen years of exile in the forest). (9). 


(44) 

orate 
Ianis, Wola, WW, 

aM Hfa—ards, GAR ITe | 
amai- pa, Perana- 

AA arar- ATAT | 11 | | 
cafe gA- aA, 

aq- fha saani | 
APA —Hlp— h-e, 

agga- pA- AP | 121 | 
oa AFTRA aaa g fa— 

ee, Ure, Ae | 
apa Garages Ayaay, 

aA PA ma 1131 
aA) g ai Eat ara zai, 

ae aa n AÑ | 
THERA, WYER, Yoa IJA, 

san Ma gm Å Iall 
wate paea M-e, peA, Aap 

sem Ufa a, Aya | 
Ra ya, a Na, sd, 
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fea St HeywM—A A ST AT 15 || 
(sata) RIA waa, GZ, 

afaa, = Wd ara | 
aem, AR, aM, ulead, map 

wad Acasa fe ‘ule’ UAT 1 16 || 
wat Te Yd ara oA OPN, 

Jam, gy TA ART | 
aRa-geakd ofa—yea FR faa, 

ftad, Hoard yfea Waa | 17 || 
Cafe AUSTATARU ATR—AR, 

HAARET | 
Ma ga-as, was ga way, 

ya, Wat A XAET |18 || 
cafe = ara—fast—arihey, 

aad aÝ, | UGA | 
RT Gert POT IRT HAETT, 

efe = saca = defeat | 19 || 





























Verse no. 44— Glory to Lord Ram! He is like Indra (the king of Gods) amongst the great 
kings and emperors. His eyes are as beautiful and enchanting as a lotus flower. His name 
is like the Kalpa Tree (the all wish-fulfilling tree) in the era known as Kaliyug. He gives 
consolation and reassurance to devotees who have surrendered themselves before him. 
He is like sage Agastya to dry up the ocean of unrighteous and unethical actions and 
behaviour. And he is like the powerful Sun to remove (destroy, banish) the grave 
darkness (of delusions and ignorance) represented by the huge horde of great of demons. 
(1); 

Glory to Lord Ram who is the son of king Dashrath, and the Lord of Gods, sages 
and seers as well as the humans! He had raised the residents of Ayodhya to such an 
exalted state that even saints, sages and Gods had begun to sing their glories and laurels, 
and praised their good fortunes. He is like the sun that removes the sorrows and agonies 
of the bird known as Chakva (ostrich; the ruddy-goose) representing the various 
custodians of the world who are called the Lokpals, as well as the one who has made the 
lotus flowers representing the members of the Solar race bloom and flourish. (2). 

Glory to Lord Ram! The light blue tinge of his complexion glows like a garland 
of blue lotuses developing in a pond of beauty. He is the abode of all divine virtues, the 
benefactor of the whole world, and is the vanquisher of Kamdeo's pride and vanity with 
his form that is endowed by astounding charm and beauty, which is an embodiment of 
good virtues and auspiciousness, and which is most honourable and respected. (3). 

Glory to Lord Ram! He wears a crown studded with jewels on his head as well as 
beautiful ear-rings. He has a Tilak mark on his forehead. [This is a religious symbol 
marked on the forehead above the nose.] His countenance is as beautiful as the full moon. 
He is wearing a Pitambar (a seamless length of yellow cloth made of silk which is 
wrapped around the body), attractive jewelry, and the sacred thread across the shoulder. 
Is there anyone who has not benefited from such a bewitching, enthralling and enchanting 
view of Lord Ram that holds the eyes captivated and gives it contentedness? (5). 
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Glory to Lord Ram! He is being served by Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan. He is 
the wish fulfiller of not only his ministers such as Sugriv and Sumant but also of other 
devotees. He is the one who saves all (i.e. provides liberation and deliverance to all) from 
the cycle of birth and death, even those who are sinful, distressed, miserable, wretched 
and lowly if they bow once before him and plead sincerely by saying ‘save me, my 
Lord!’ (6). 

Glory to Lord Ram! His fame is shining (i.e. is well known and established) in all 
the fourteen Bhuvans' (i.e. in the entire universe). He is absolutely divine, auspicious, 
holy and exalted. His life-story has been revealed by the ancient sage Valmiki (i.e. was 
first narrated or brought to light by him) just like the celestial river Ganges had made its 
appearance on earth from the mountains (Himalayas). By bathing in this holy river and 
drinking its water (i.e. by studying the divine story of Lord Ram and implementing its 
teachings in one’s own life), the community of sages and saints remains ever contented 
and happy. [Here, Tulsidas has likened the story of Lord Ram with the holy river Ganges, 
for even as the holy water of the river is spiritually purifying by providing the reward of 
liberation and deliverance from this mortal world, the divine story of Lord Ram is also 
fully empowered and endowed with a similar characteristics of being the provider of 
liberation and deliverance to the creature who hears it with devotion and faith.] (7). 

Glory to Lord Ram! (Describing the reign of king Ram, Tulsidas says—) During 
the Lord’s famous reign, all men and women followed the honourable and righteous path 
of life that conformed to the principles set out for them by tradition in accordance to the 
class of society that belonged to. All of them diligently observed the path of 
auspiciousness, righteousness, probity and propriety. They were all truthful, self-restraint 
tolerant, benevolent, kind, gracious and charitable by nature. They were free from any 
kind of sorrows and miseries as well as from worldly corruptions and other faults. They 
were always contented, happy and blissful by all means, and were always engaged in 
singing the praises and glories of Lord Ram. (8). 

Glory to Lord Ram! He is an ocean of the grand virtues of renunciation and 
supreme knowledge. He provides solace and comfort to all those who bow reverentially 
before him in humility (i.e. surrender themselves to him), besides banishing all their 
miseries and torments that accrue to them due to sins and misdemeanors. Oh the Lord of 
Vaidehi (i.e. Lord Ram)! Oh the one who removes all doubts and confusions! Tulsidas 
has taken refuge in your feet, so please give him the solace and succour that are so 
characteristic of your holy feet (and for which they are so renowned in this world). (9). 


[Note—'The fourteen Bhuvans are the following—(A) The upper worlds called 
Urdhava Lokas are seven in number:—(i) Bhu, (ii) Bhuvha, (iii) Swaha, (iv) 
Maha, (v) Janaha, (vi) Tapaha, and (vii) Satyam. (B) The seven nether worlds 
called Adhaha Loka:— (i) Atal, (ii) Vital, (iii) Sutal, (iv) Rasaatal, (v) Talaatal, 
(vi) Mahaatal, and (vii) Paataal. ] 
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Raag Gauri: 
(45) 


UTI HAY AG AT ST ATHY TOTT | 
TAMA, HI-FW, GL-HG, VE HOTS | 11 | | 
eed stra afta ofa, qa de Yay | 

qe Wa ame afsa fa yfa aA GH —garas | 12 | | 
a aay RART aaa Ap | 

yga amiapa prida QWA-TE 1131 | 

RR gge gead Aap ae varw at fayart | 
INYA Aen, AANT | 14 | | 
sA aA goa 2-A -A-AA Yo | 


Ha ga- poAAN He, pA AA- | 15 | | 


























Verse no. 45—Oh mind! Concentrate on, think of and devote yourself to Lord 
Ramchandra, the merciful, kind and compassionate Lord! He is the one who can remove 
the grave fear of birth and death in this world. His eyes are as beautiful as a newly 
blossomed lotus flower. His face, hands and feet are also like a red-tinged (pink) lotus. 
(1). 

The beauty of his countenance is greater than innumerable Kamdeos (God of 
beauty and glamour) taken together. The complexion of his body has a blue tinge 
resembling rain-bearing dark clouds. The Pitambar (a yellow body-wrapping seamless 
cloth made of silk) is shining and simmering like lightening on his body, the complexion 
of which is compared with dark clouds. I offer my obeisance to and bow before the Lord 
of Janak-Suta (i.e. Lord Ram who is the divine husband of Sita, the daughter of Janak) 
who is a personification of auspiciousness and holiness. (2). 

Oh my mind! Concentrate on, think of and devote yourself to (Lord Ram who is) 
a friend of the distressed and the humble, is as radiant, brilliant and splendorous as the 
sun, is a destroyer of the race of demons, evil spirits, ogres and Satan (representing evil 
and sinful creatures in creatures in this world), is the root of all joys and happiness, is 
symbolically like a moon which shines in the sky symbolizing the kingdom of Kaushal 
(Ayodhya). (3). 

He has a crown that is studded with jewels and gems. He wears large ear-rings in 
his ears, an enchanting Tilak (religious mark) on his forehead, and beautiful jewelry on 
each part of his body. His arms are so long that they reach up to his knees. [Such long 
arms are regarded as auspicious for a king and indicate his long reach and extended 
influence. He is carrying a bow and an arrow. He has conquered the demons Khar and 
Dushan in the battle (i.e. he has conquered all the evil forces represented by them). (4). 

He grants happiness and joys to the mind and heart of Lord Shiva, the mythical 
serpent-king known as Shesh, and great sages and hermits. He is the destroyer of enemies 
in the form of Kaam (lust, passions), Krodh (anger) and Lobha (greed, rapacity and 
avarice). Tulsidas prays that such a gracious and divine Lord Ram may always reside in 
his lotus-like heart. (5). 
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(46) 

HaT 
A WY, WA OY, IA S, 3A Sg, YA S, Ye AT, TR S | 
wood Prayers fore A as, MA Aaa Ta AAN |1111 
peres aapon, meN- eoe | 
SAPR gea YPY, MRA, WA PENE | 12 | | 
agoa- AA ANJYA, CS-HIGSA AS FF | 
TOY HL AT AE AIA Woild, YAS, Fs FIAMMA | 13 1 | 
CRATge—-GRa-feqey, «PIA HI—-A—Hul-HMA—-G | 
amy aft wa arte Gard amet eer BARA 4 || 
med, Fire, Hr—died ve-gg Hapi- | 
wderewels, Aes, AnA | 15 1 | 
Qaei, add -Hfes—anferered | 
dma, Aa, TA ofe—pgy—aort 37 | 16 | | 
miopa, Rem- wae, gaa vow | 
afr- Aira- Aaa, TA AA STA SA | 17 1 
ct ae, ed, eae, Aa ad ad PAE | 
a SRA «Ueda = Tet | 18 1 | 
sqyd, Ua, Mea, waaifeeRetera, awa fag afl Hot A ORT | 
IR, Ue se, Gans, waurs, at fiat SRAM GY eRe | 191 | 















































Verse no. 46— Raag Ramkali: Oh you foolish mind! Chant Lord Ram's holy name 
repeatedly, persistently, consistently and constantly at all times because it is the mine and 
treasure-trove of all good fortunes, auspiciousness, happiness and joy. This is what the 
Vedas have reiterated and is the essence of their teachings. [Realizing this fact in your 
heart, and having full belief, faith and conviction in it, you should always pronounce 
Lord Ram's name.] (1). 

The charm and radiance of the beauteous form of Kaushalendra (literally the King 
of Kaushal, here meaning Lord Ram) is like a newly bloomed blue lotus flower. He is a 
bee that dwells in the lotus-like heart of the Lord who is an enemy of Kamdeo. [This 
refers to Lord Shiva who had turned Kamdeo to ashes.] He stays with Janki (i.e. is the 
constant companion of Sita, as he is her divine husband). He is an abode of bliss, 
happiness and joys. He is the only Lord of the entire universe. He is a destroyer of 
enemies in the battle-field. And he is most merciful, kind and compassionate. (2). 

He (Lord Ram) is like a wild fire for the forest of demons. [That is, just like the 
fire destroys big forests, Lord Ram is able to get rid of great demons who stand for evil, 
dark, decadent, pervert and corrupt tendencies in this world, as well as equally evil 
thoughts, actions and behaviours.] He holds a beautiful bow and fierce (invincible) 
arrows in his muscular arms that are so long as to reach the knees. His hands (palms), feet 
(sole), face and eyes are attractive and alluring like a red lotus. He is an abode of all good 
virtues and a treasury of beauty that is comparable to numerous Kamdeos taken together. 
(3). 

He is like the sun personified for the purpose of abolishing the negative qualities 
of Vasanas (worldly yearning, lust and passion for the objects of the senses) symbolized 
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by the Kumudini (a type of lotus that shrinks in sunlight). Similarly, he is like frost for 
the purpose of destroying the forest of lotuses symbolizing such negative qualities as 
Kaam (lust, desire, passion, infatuation and lasciviousness), Krodh (anger), Mada 
(haughtiness, arrogance), etc. He is like a lion, the king of forest, for the wild and 
arrogant elephant representing Lobh (greed, avarice, rapacity). He is the slayer of demons 
for the benefit of his devotees, as well as to remove the burden of the entire world 
tyrannized by these demons (symbolizing evils and vices; those rascals who are universal 
tormentors of innocent creatures; those who are miscreants who are sinful, unrighteous, 
unscrupulous and pervert). (4). 

His name is Keshav, and he is the destroyer or eliminator of troubles, tribulations, 
sorrows and agonies of all sorts. His feet, which are the fount (spring) from where river 
Ganges had emerged, is worshipped by Lords Brahma (the creator) and Shiva (the 
annihilator). He is always a bouquet (a treasury) of Anand (bliss, happiness and joy). He 
is an eliminator of all forms of Moha (attachments, attractions, infatuations and 
delusions). And he is like a ship to cross the great ocean known as Bhavy-Sagar (literally 
the mortal world of mundane existence that is huge and endless, as well as entrapping for 
the creature). (5). 

Lord Ram is like a strong gust of wind to disperse clouds of sorrows and doubts. 
He is like a Vajra (thunderbolt; the strong weapon of Indra) for the purpose of reducing to 
rubble the formidable mountain of sins. His name gives the desired fruits to saints like a 
Kamdhenu cow does. He is a bestower of bliss, beatitude and felicity. And he is 
matchless in eliminating all the great sins that are characteristic of Kaliyug. (6). 

The holy name of Lord Ram is a like an evergreen garden of Kalpa Trees 
representing Dharma (auspiciousness, righteousness, virtuousness). It is like the 
sanctified meal that is to be accepted by the travelers who are en-route to the abode of the 
Lord. [That is, the holy name of Lord Ram sustains spiritual seekers of emancipation and 
salvation; it is the mainstay of those who want liberation and deliverance from this gross 
delusory world.] It is the fount as well as the foundation of all resources and 
accomplishments. [That is, the holy name of the Lord is the only means by which one can 
attain success in any kind of endeavour in this world. All achievements revolve around 
one’s devotion for the Lord and his reliance on his holy name.] The various means of 
salvation—such as Bhakti (devotion), Vairagya (renunciation), Vigyan (expert and 
truthful knowledge), Sham (equanimity, restraint), Dam (fortitude, tolerance), Daan 
(charity) etc.—are all dependant on Lord Ram's holy name. [They subsist on the Lord’s 
name. That is why it is an established tradition to start anything or any kind of work by 
invoking the Lord’s name first at the beginning of the effort or enterprise.] (7). 

Those who have constantly, consistently and persistently imbibed this purified 
nectar of Lord Ram's name in an abiding form and as a matter of natural habit in the 
present ferocious and cruel era marked by horrors and torments—they are deemed to 
have done (i.e. they get the benefit of doing) all types of Tapas (penances, austerities, 
rigid following of codes of conduct), have performed all Yagyas (religious rituals and 
sacrifices), have given everything in charity, and have done all the sacraments and rituals 
sanctioned by the Vedas. [That is, the simple name of Lord Ram is a one-window 
solution for all the problems tormenting the creature. It is one-dose remedy for all ills 
afflicting the creature. It encapsulates in it all the spiritual rewards that accrue by doing 
Tapa, Yagya and Vedic rituals etc.] (8). 
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Numerous Chandals (out-castes), sinners, Bhils (tribal hunters) and Yavans 
(heretics, non-believers) etc. have gone to the abode of the Lord on the immense strength 
of Lord Ram's name, and its astounding good effects and potential powers as a liberator 
and deliverer. All the vices and evils of this world dared not to touch their wisdom and 
intellect (i.e. these vices could not corrupt or mislead them). Oh Tulsidas! Abandon all 
fears and all kind of hopes from any other source, and instead chant Lord Ram's holy 
name which is like a sharp-edged sword to cut through the bindings and snares of this 
mundane world characterized by delusions and entrapments. (9). 


(47) 


Val smedt we wgdRat pete AA | 

ea gage fe seers || 
aaa wy eh, Gad, User Fad, sft aaa ge Ait | 
aly froatertd—ale—ae—ale—oH, Westar aag S | 12 1 | 
ma aA A vox “der A ARAT RA HANIP | 
Maia Wet Bor BWI Boa, AJA wa-a- AET | 13 | | 
ag ampia a afe, AT ap, MATT pT | 
R-i- Aa AA, aft ARo AT | 14 1 
fara efe Haq aa MiA ip JA, MA AA ARRAT | 
ampo wag da uRaRer, ws eR aa ae Ae, AT 1151 
Ue amfa—Pra mar, gA ANS, Ra, aR, Rag A aaan | 
GY Ug ay, Re pfa ma, aA gA mA- ger | I6 | | 





























Verse no. 47— Aarti of Lord Ram: Oh mind! Worship and venerate Lord Ram, who is 
the brave one in the dynasty of king Raghu, by invoking the Lord’s glories and 
magnificent virtues as follows—The Lord is the destroyer of all forms of sorrows and 
grief. He is the one who eliminates all confusions, doubts, consternations, perplexities 
and bewilderments. He is known as Govind who is a treasury of immense bliss, 
happiness, joy, beatitude and felicity. (1). 

Both the animate as well as the inanimate world is a manifestation of Lord Hari 
(Vishnu) who is all-pervading, omnipresent and eternal. [While performing the formal 
form of worship of the Lord, follow the following procedure—] First, burn the various 
Vasanas (inherent worldly tendencies; desires, lust pertaining to the sense objects of this 
material world) symbolically in the form of ‘Dhup’ (perfumed incense-sticks) that are 
lighted during formal worship—this will remove all the foul smell of Bhed in the 
environment. [Bhed is spiritually corrupting sense of duality that incites a creature to 
differentiate between Saguna or formed and Nirguna or un-formed aspects of the same 
universal cosmic Lord who is non-dual and immutable.] As the next step, one should 
light the ‘Deepak’ (earthen lamps)—that is, he must light the lamp of self-realisation and 
enlightenment. [That is, the worshipper must strive to become aware of the true nature of 
the Atma which is his true self and the pure consciousness that is a personification of 
Brahm, the Supreme Being. He should remove the darkness of ignorance by ‘lighting’ the 
lamp of wisdom, self-realisation and enlightenment.] This would remove the darkness 
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symbolized by such negativity as Krodh (anger), Mada (arrogance, haughtiness) and 
Moha (worldly attachments, infatuations). With this maturity of spiritual wisdom and 
enlightenment, destroy the inherent inclinations of the mind and intellect called the Chitta 
Vritis. (2). 

After that, offer the ‘sweets’ to the Lord in the form of sincerity and highly 
devotional emotions—such a pure offering of sweets will be most acceptable to Sri 
Raman (i.e. Lord Vishnu incarnated as Ram). Next, offer the Lord ‘Tambul’ (betel-leaf 
and nut) of love and affection. This offering is potent enough to destroy the seed or cause 
from which all sorts of sorrows, miseries and pains, all sorts of doubts and confusions, 
and all sorts of worldly passions and yearnings leading to delusions and entrapments 
arise. (3). 

Thereafter, show the Lord ‘light’ of good and auspicious virtues by dipping the 
wick representing the ten sense organs! in the clarified butter (Ghee) of good deeds, and 
lighted by the fire of renunciation (Tyag). In this way, perform the ‘Aarti’ (ceremonial 
showing the light of lamps)—symbolized by the eclectic virtues of devotion, renunciation 
and enlightenment—of the Lord who pervades throughout the creation and is inherently 
present in it in a subtle, uniform and universal manner. (4). 

After performing the Aarti, give ‘rest’ to Lord Ram on a bedstead of peace in the 
‘temple’ of your purified heart. Appoint chief ‘maids’ in the form of forgiveness, mercy 
etc. to serve the Lord there (in your heart as the Lord reclined in it). Wherever Lord Hari 
(Vishnu; here referring to Lord Ram) lives, there is no room for delusions, confusions 
and doubts of any kind. (5). 

The sages Sankadi, Vedavyas, Shukdeo, Narad and other wise ones, as well as the 
Gods, Sesh-Nath and Lord Shiva are always engaged in performing such a symbolic 
‘Aarti’ of the Lord (as described above). [That is, they worship the Lord in the prescribed 
manner outlined in this verse.] Tulsidas, who strives to be a humble follower of such 
exalted and enlightened sages and wise ones (i.e. emulates their example), asserts that 
those who worship the Lord in this way (as described above) are indeed freed from the 
evils of Kaam (worldly passions and lust and their corrupting influences) etc., and are 
also able to cross the Bhav-Sagar (ocean representing this mortal, gross and mundane 
world of entrapments, the world consisting of the endless cycle of birth and death, and its 
accompanying horrifying miseries and tribulations). (6). 


[Note—'The 10 sense organs referred to in stanza 4 are the following—the five 


organs of perception such as eye, nose, ear, tongue and skin, and the five organs 
of action such as hands, legs, mouth, excretory and reproductive. ] 


(48) 





gA a A anA WAT | 
aT ga, ARAA PAA N 
ga w g An MAT | 
sed ae—faet YA A PAAT | 12 1 1 
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wp—Eefe—aas, = rae | 
faa faraaa dorfeeant is 1 
Hea ole—ofe—pul_feaontert | 
gaa gira, esol AAA 
Jado -hye—F—-S-G—-HR-TPAHT | 
gat aftar—aeve ge prerear | 15 | | 














Verse no. 48— The ‘Aarti’ of Lord Ram (i.e. the ceremonial formal form of worship of 
Lord Ram as narrated in verse no. 47) removes all agonies, distresses, sufferings and 
pains. It burns (i.e. reduces to ashes) all sorrows and miseries, as well as all the sins and 
evils. It uproots and completely eliminates all sorts of worldly desires, wants, hopes and 
expectations. (1). 

The symbolic garland consists of fragrant incense-sticks and the best of lighted 
lamps used for such worship (as described in verse no. 47). Hearing the clapping sound 
made during the Aarti, the birds represented by one’s sins, vices and evil deeds fly off 
immediately. (2). 

The Aarti has the power and potent to illuminate the house of the devotee 
represented by his heart by destroying the darkness of ignorance and delusions. It spreads 
the brilliant light of truthful knowledge and wisdom in every direction. (3). 

It is like a winter night for the purpose of destroying the lotuses representing 
Moha (worldly attachments, infatuations), Mada (arrogance, haughtiness), Krodh (anger), 
and Kali (all the dark evils and vices associated with the world). It is like a lady 
messenger of the goddess represented by spiritual liberation, deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation. [In other words, the worship of Lord Ram as narrated in the foregoing 
verses is a harbinger for one’s spiritual liberation and deliverance. It heralds one’s 
emancipation and salvation.] This messenger has a body as radiant and dazzling as 
lightening. [That is, it is very glorious and powerful. It shines and dazzles by its own 
illumination representing its stupendous spiritual potentials and divine glories. It is as 
effective as lightening.] (4). 

It is like the moonlight that helps the Kumudini flower (a type of lotus; water lily) 
representing surrendered devotees to bloom and flourish. It is like the many ‘Kalikas’ 
(goddess of destruction and devastation) for the purpose of destroying the demon called 
Mahisasur representing the pride, ego and vanity of Tulsidas. [Mahisasur was the demon 
who was killed by goddess Durga.] (5). 


(60) 


X- 

aTRa—pra—wtd, wife pa-an, pr-o daca | 
Waa yos mwas pes- quay fara IAT 111 
IV olaa- AAA, YAAA, AA AA n RaT | 
Td bras, maA- Ag, MegA, MASAT | 12 1 | 
aka crava—ye, fara—fage, ue wis, Torys, afear Gar | 
Gay, Ge, gt, eat—sraet—ufe, 4 WAR—TeG—HSKR | 3 | | 
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moat yfay—ymad, Aè, a-rae, arpa | 
gap- Reana, wT miami- aR | 14 | | 
To-FriRarR-Ygeaet USI cae, shafea BPA —arar | 

UT CAG, AAT Sut, Gke—ae—Pad, AAAA | 15 | | 
gep HAGA UST PT, ST ARTA-ATHT | 

ata dtd WR std GM, yeya- gaT 16 || 
a, HH fawe que vaque way, toa—ware Ry arent | 
Teen, E—Paexrare, Waa cot caeha—yordhes ART | 17 1 | 
gt fagaRard, Soe AAR, AGAR PRT SAT | 

saa, add, sed, Po, wp, sa YAA m- S 
we—afd-VIRaI- AY AREA WAT YA sat ale aa aa | 

as U4 oiR—fa saeofa der erageei—ari—Pfa—afes | 19 | | 





























Verse no. 50— Lord Ram is like the sun for making the lotus of the Sun-race to bloom. 
He has beauty and glamour like millions of Kamdeos taken together. He is like Garuda 
(the heavenly eagle or heron who is a vehicle of Vishnu) to gobble-up the serpents in the 
form of Kaliyug. He is holding a mighty and powerful bow and arrow in his strong arms, 
and bears a quiver (tied around his waist). His valour and strength are measureless (i.e. 
unmatched and stupendous). (1). 

His eyes are red like the petals of the red-coloured lotus flower. He is a treasury 
of splendour, radiance, beauty, charm, magnificence, grandeur and goodness of all kind. 
The beautiful radiant glow of his dark complexioned body is akin to the dark rain-bearing 
clouds. He is clad in Pitambar which is yellow-coloured like heated gold. He is an expert 
in weaponry and art of warfare. [That is, he is an expert and skilled warrior.] He is 
worshipped (venerated, adored) by mystics and Gods alike. And the celestial Lotus (atop 
which the creator was born) had emerged from his navel. [This refers to the cosmic form 
of Vishnu known as the Viraat Purush. While the Lord was reclining on the bedstead of 
the serpent Shesh-Nath that floated on the surface of the celestial ocean of mild known as 
Kshir Sagar, a lotus had emerged from his navel. The creator Brahma was seated on its 
petals.] (2). 

He is the abode or treasury of all beauty and charms in existence. The whole 
world (creation) is his image; it is the Lord who has revealed himself in the form of this 
creation. He is very qualified, highly acclaimed and full of mysterious (unknown or 
beyond comprehension) qualities and virtues. His fame and glory are measureless and 
fathomless. He is invincible. His activities are beyond understanding by anyone. It is very 
difficult to understand (or recognise) him and his true form. He is the Lord of heaven and 
salvation. And he is equivalent to an axe for the purpose of cutting out entirely from its 
root or foundation (or uprooting and completely eliminating) this mortal world consisting 
of an endless cycle of birth and death. [That is, Lord Ram is the one who can provide 
liberation and deliverance to the soul from the fetters that shackle the creature to this 
mundane existence of transmigration.] (3). 

He had liberated Ahilya, the wife of sage Gautam, from the curse (that had 
transformed her into a stone). He was very careful, agile and diligent in protecting the fire 
sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra (from being defiled by the demons). He always favours his 
devotees, dependants and followers. And he had vanquished (removed) the famed pride, 
vanity and arrogance of the haughty sage named Bhargav (i.e. sage Parashuram) by 
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breaking Lord Shiva's bow in the assembly of king Janak. [This refers to the marriage 
ceremony of Lord Ram and Sita wherein Parashuram had intervened because he was 
annoyed at the breaking of Lord Shiva’s bow as he had regarded this incident as an insult 
of Shiva. Later on, however, he was subdued by Lord Ram, and had surrendered to the 
Lord in humiliation.] (4). 

In order to keep the honour of the words of his father, he, accompanied by 
Saumitra (his brother Laxman) and Sri (Sita, Lord Ram’s divine consort), had willingly 
renounced the kingdom (of Ayodhya) which even the gods would find difficult to forego 
(because of its richness, wealth, opulence, magnificence, fame and grandeur). Thereafter, 
he was accompanied by brother Laxman and wife Sita in engaging himself in maverick 
worldly activities that culminated in the killing of the cruel demons including Ravana 
with the express purpose of affording protection to the three worlds (i.e. the entire 
creation that was being tyrannized by the demons), inspite of the fact that the Lord is 
without any birth and the supreme transcendental Brahm himself personified. (5). 

He had sanctified the (cursed) Dandak forest by his holy feet. He had eliminated 
(killed) the deceitful and crooked demon named Marich who was disguised as a deer. He 
was like a lion for the purpose of slaying Bali who was like a mad, wild and arrogant 
elephant. He is the remover of all sorrows and miseries of Sugriv (the monkey king). And 
he is the one who eliminates all kinds of sorrows, miseries, grief, agonies, troubles and 
tribulations of all the creatures who seek his refuge and shelter, and for whom he is the 
Lord who is most benevolent, dear, kind and graceful. (6). 

Accompanied by fierce, very brave and valiant monkeys and bears, he frightened 
colossus demon warriors—who were all huge like Kumbhkaran—in the battle-field. He 
had bridged the formidable ocean, had liberated the hordes of Gods who were held 
captive by Ravana, and had destroyed the 10-headed and 20-armed strong Ravana along 
with his entire clan of demons. (7). 

I remember (worship, venerate and adore) Lord Ram who is a manifestation of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm as a human being for the purpose of removing the burden 
of the world by killing the hordes of cruel, evil and wicked demons who were highly 
inimical to the Gods, who is without any attributes and gross forms, who is unparalleled 
and without any comparison, who is absolutely immaculate and pristine pure, who is 
faultless and untainted, who is non-dual and one single whole, who is primarily invisible, 
without any forms and qualities, but who has willingly assumed a visible, gross form with 
characteristics by the virtue of his voluntary association with Maya (delusions), and who 
is the Emperor and King of kings. (8). 

Lord Ram—whose stupendous fame, astounding glories, eclectic virtues and 
noble qualities are being constantly sung by Sesh-Nath (the legendary serpent), the Vedas 
(the holy scriptures), Saraswati (the goddess of knowledge, wisdom and speech), Shiva 
(the third of the Trinity Gods and the concluder of creation), the celestial sages Narad and 
Sankadi etc., but who are unable to describe them—is the same Lord who is very dear to 
Lord Shiva and is the king of Ayodhya. He is also the Lord who is like a ship to ferry 
Tulsidas across the ocean of sorrows, distress, miseries and agonies in which he finds 
himself trapped. (9). 
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aq_ 

ware, wares, R-n, eag, AT | 
aaae, adapa, flam, ARTE 1 11 1 | 
Aea -aR iA, afe tet wera axe aaa | 
yeee pafa- RAA, AV —-AGA SATTHY | 12 | | 
FIV HSA, We oH, y CPR als, sor surat creas fag | 
qh adoh, Fell woos, ARRy-Ses—AMA—ART A | 13 | | 
TRE ae, yoda, foa aag, I IA, AREN | 

poa, faga a, qaa ARAN, Wape, YAAR | 14 || 
Or gatas qa gapay Agel IAAT GX AA | 

wad areas AA A-A, ARR En Hala WA | 15 | | 

QT acs, HA, Hour, sR, fioricet Hpfe—de Wet | 

am fet otoukis-RieRn mdn—qgalectad AS AAT | 16 | | 
ay Yass, Ges—AfSa aH ag, steer afer gee | 

aaa afifee, yx, fie, wed ay aaa ae aT say ate | 17 | | 
ord, alae, dei, Uda, aA MANEATIS | 
Wiis—we—frese—faer—fager aA sie AAA |18 11 

gia weaves] GeRrsrvaey, fers aforente eirata any | 
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Verse no. 51— Lord Raghunath (literally the Lord of the Raghu dynasty; here meaning 
Lord Ram), who is the beloved husband of Sita, is like the sun for the purposing of 
destroying the darkness represented by the negative qualities of Raag and Dwesh 
(attachments and infatuations on the one hand, and envy, jealousy and discord on the 
other hand respectively). He has a youthful body. He is a treasury of radiance, glory, 
energy, dynamism and splendour. He is an embodiment of the virtues of Sat (truth), Chit 
(consciousness) and Anand (bliss, beatitude and felicity). He is indeed a mind of extreme 
bliss, cheerfulness, happiness and joyousness. He bestows or grants the boon of peace 
and tranquility to the world. He is very beautiful in this aspect (here meaning very 
charitable in bountifully providing all these blessings to the people of the world, specially 
his devotees). (1). 

The radiance of his countenance and form is as beautiful and auspicious as that of 
fresh rain-bearing dark clouds. He wears a silk Pitambar (silk cloth) around his waist. He 
is adorned by a golden crown which is studded with gems, and which is as magnificent 
and splendorous as hundreds of suns shining simultaneously. (2). 

He wears ear-rings and has a Tilak mark (a religious sign) marked on his 
forehead. His eye-brows are very attractive and charming. His eyes are large like a red 
lotus, with which he glances obliquely (i.e. attractively, enchantingly, bewitchingly and 
fascinatingly). He is like a Swan in the lake of Lord Shiva's heart who had slayed 
Kamdeo (the God of passion and lust). And he removes the sorrows, miseries and 
distresses of the three Lokas (i.e. the entire creation). (3). 
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His nose is beautiful (attractive and well-formed, as if chiseled), his cheeks are 
attractive and glowing, his teeth glitter and glisten like diamonds, his lips are red like the 
fruits of beetle, his smile is sweet and enchanting, his throat is like a conch-shell, and his 
chin is also very attractive. His words are very wise, meaningful and serious (i.e. he does 
not speak unnecessarily and useless things). He is true to his words and vows. And he is 
the destroyer of the sorrows, miseries, torments, tribulations and distresses of all kinds for 
the Gods. (4). 

His chest is adorned by a soft garland of multi-coloured flowers and newly 
plucked leaves of Tulsi (basil plant). Groups of bumble-bees are attracted towards the 
garland due to the fragrance of its flowers, and hum around it. (5). 

His chest has a beautiful mark of ‘Srivatsa’ imprinted on it. [The Srivatsa is the 
footprint of sage Brighu who was once so annoyed that he had kicked Lord Vishnu on his 
chest. The Lord is so forgiving and loving that instead of casting his wrath on Bhrigu he 
had accepted it as mark of the sage’s fearlessness and confidence of devotion in the Lord 
as well as his sense of closeness to him that he promised to bear it for ever.] His arms 
have arm-bands, and wrists have bracelets. An attractive garland adorns his neck, and a 
beautiful “Taagri’ around his waist. [The Taagri is an ornament that is worn around the 
waist, and it has tiny bells that jingle when the wearer moves.] Sita is seated to his left on 
the throne, and she appears adorable like a golden creeper near the magnificent Tamaal 
tree (the black catechu tree). [Here, Sita is compared to the golden-coloured creeper, and 
Lord Ram to the black catechu tree around which this creeper is twined.] (6). 

His arms stretch up to the knees. He holds a bow in his left arm and an arrow in 
his right arm. He is shown respect by all the sages, seers, hermits etc., the Gods, the 
Siddhas (mystics), the best of Gandharvas (celestial musicians), the humans, the serpents 
and numerous kings and emperors who bow their heads before him. (7). 

He is without sins and faults. He is immutable, indivisible, constant, seamless and 
eternal. He is all-knowing, all-wise and omniscient. He is the Lord of all. He is the one 
who certainly looks after the welfare and well-being of his devotees, followers, 
dependants, subjects and subordinates. He is fully able, competent and expert in the art of 
removing the sorrows and miseries of those who have taken his refuge and shelter. I 
(Tulsidas) bow my head most reverentially before such a Lord Ram who is accompanied 
by Laxman (his brother). (8). 

His two holy and august feet are the abode of bliss and happiness, as well as of 
Kamla (Laxmi). [Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity, serves his feet. The Lord’s 
holy feet are the providers of all happiness and joy in this world.] These feet of the Lord 
are adorned by the mark of Vajra (the invincible weapon of Indra) and forty-eight other 
marks of holiness and divinity. These feet are enshrined in the temple represented by the 
pure and holy subtle heart of Hanuman who is the greatest devotee of the Lord. [That is, 
Hanuman always these holy feet of Lord Ram and has enshrined them in his heart like a 
deity is consecrated in a temple.] Tulsidas says that he has surrendered himself (i.e. has 
taken refuge and shelter) in the holy august feet of such a Lord Ram who is an eliminator 
or remover of all his sorrows, miseries, pains, grief, distress, torments, troubles and 
tribulations. (9). 
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Verse no. 52— Oh the king of Kaushal (Ayodhya)! Oh the Lord of the world (i.e. Lord 
Ram)! You are the only benefactor of the world, and the only one who cares for its good, 
well-being and welfare. Your measureless and countless qualities and virtues have spread 
widely everywhere (i.e. are known everywhere). The four Vedas, the Sesh-Nath, sages 
Shukdeo and Sankadi along with and other wise and thoughtful sages and saints, as well 
as Lord Shiva—all sing laurels of your glorious virtues and holy characters. (1). 

You had assumed the form of a huge fish and made the earth a boat to take (pull 
or tug or row) to safety your devotees and followers during the great dooms-day deluge. 
Your divine glories are immeasurable and astounding. You are a complete embodiment 
of all the aspects of the Yagyas (fire sacrifices, sanctified rituals, etc.). You had liberated 
the earth from the clutches of the demon Hiranyaaksha who had a colossus body by 
slaying him in your divine incarnation as a Boar (known as the ‘Varaaha’). (2). 

Oh Murari! At the time of the legendary churning of the ocean (by the demons 
and Gods in search of nectar of life or the elixir called Amrit), you had taken the form of 
the great tortoise (the “Kashap’; the turtle) and had borne the weight of the Mandraachal 
mountain on your back, thereby preventing it from sinking into the ocean bed, and the 
friction caused by its rotation was like a mere itch on your back. As a result of the 
churning, you had caused to be produced the Amrit (elixir of eternal life), the Kamdhenu 
cow (the all wish-fulfilling cow of Gods), Laxmi (the goddess of wealth and prosperity), 
and the Moon—all of which gave a lot of joy to the Gods. (3). 

By taking the form of the most ferocious and strong form of Lord ‘Nrisingh’ 
(literally one who was half man and half lion), you had torn apart the evil demon 
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Hiranyakashipu who was tormenting humans, hermits, mystics, Gods and serpents (i.e. 
all creatures), was destroying and transgressing the sanctity of the laws of Dharma (laws 
of auspicious and righteous conduct), and tyrannizing the Brahmins (who were the 
guardians of Dharma). This great act of protection and redemption done by you had made 
the most exalted devotee named Prahalad overwhelmed with emotions, happiness and 
joys. [Briefly, Prahalad, who was the son of the demon Hiranyakashipu, was a great 
devotee of Lord Vishnu. His father did not approve of it, and since the son would not stop 
worshipping the Lord, the demon began torturing Prahalad. Finally one day, the demon 
drew a sword to kill his son and challenged him to reveal his Lord from the pillar of the 
palace if ever he was in existence. It was then that Lord Vishnu manifested as Nrisingh to 
kill this demon. Vishnu had to assume this unconventional form because of boon granted 
to the demon that he would neither be killed by a human or an animal. So the Lord took 
the middle path of becoming a half man and a half lion.] (4). 

Taking the form of a Brahmin dwarf mendicant known as ‘Vaaman’, you had 
asked the demon king Bali (Lord of the nether-world) for land that can be measured by 
your three steps, and having him promise it to you, you had measured the entire universe 
in those three steps. At the time (of measurement), the holy water (i.e. river Ganges) had 
emerged from your toe-nails. Having thus banished Bali to the subterranean world, you 
had returned (restored) the Lordship of the celestial and terrestrial worlds to Indra, and 
had thereby removed the cause of sorrow of Aditi, the mother of Gods. (5). 

You had manifested yourself in the form of Parashuram who was like a lion for 
the purpose of crushing the herd of elephants represented by haughty and arrogant 
Sahastrabahu and other Khastriya kings. You are like a rain-bearing cloud that nourishes 
the crop representing Brahmins. [That is, you sustain and protect Brahmins.] Similarly, as 
Lord Ram you had reduced to crushed (killed) the demon named Ravana, who had ten 
heads and twenty arms, with your fierce and powerful arrows. I bow my head 
reverentially before such a Lord Ram who is the Emperor of kings. (6). 

Inspite of you being the absolute supreme transcendental Brahm who has no 
forms and attributes, you had still assumed the form of human being in order to please 
your devotees and for removing the great burden represented by evil demons from this 
earth. You are equivalent to the full moon which helped the lily flower representing the 
Vrishni-race to blossom and flourish. In this respect, you were the beloved consort of 
Radha, and were like a terrible fire to destroy the forest representing the clan of king 
Kansha and his kith and kin. [Tulsidas is referring to Lord Krishna in this stanza.] (7). 

In order to liberate the earth from the entrapping net of blind, meaningless and 
false doctrines compounded by heresies, irrelevant practices, obsolete beliefs and obscure 
rituals that accompanied formal forms of worship such as elaborate fire sacrifices and 
other rituals and practices (as perpetrated by the Brahmins on the pretext of religion and 
salvation), you had manifested yourself as Lord Buddha. I bow my head in reverence to 
your divine form as Lord Buddha who had purity of wisdom, who was an embodiment of 
high enlightenment, who was extremely self-realised, who was endowed with all the 
magnificent and glorious virtues and characters one can think of, who was without a birth 
as he was eternal, and who was most merciful, kind, graceful and compassionate. (8). 

The mind, intellect, sub-conscious and heart of all the people have been darkened, 
corrupted and maligned by the evil effects of sins and vices in the present age of Kaliyug. 
You will manifest yourself as a Kalki-Avtar (literally an incarnation in Kaliyug) in the 
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form of a son in the household of a Brahmin named Vishnu Yash. This manifestation 
would be like a sun to remove the pitch darkness represented by Mlechas (#18, literally 
meaning the impure-ones) in the night represented by Moha (worldly attachments, 
delusions and ignorance). Oh Lord! Remove the burden of troubles and tribulations being 
faced and suffered from by Tulsidas. (9). 


(53) 
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Verse no. 53—I bow to Lord Ram, who bestows all welfare, is a store-house of all 
auspiciousness, is revealed in the form of the universe, is the Lord of the universe, the 
provider of happiness and joy to all, is like a bumble-bee for the purpose of drinking the 
nectar stored in the lotus-like heart of Lord Shiva, is of attractive and captivating beauty, 
and is the most exalted amongst the kings of this world (1). 

Oh Lord Ram! You are the abode of all happiness and comforts, a treasury of all 
virtues, and the bestower of supreme bliss. Your name can provide all desired things in 
this world, and it is most pure and holy. You are pure, clean and holy (uncorrupt; 
untainted; divine); you are calm, tranquil, peaceful, placid; you are an embodiment of 
knowledge and wisdom; you are the destroyer of anger, pride, vanity, arrogance and 
hypocrisy; and you are an abode of mercy, grace and kindness (2). 

You are invincible, beyond honour and attributes, and beyond the reach of the 
mind and perception of the senses (i.e. beyond comprehension). You cannot be described. 
You are all-pervading, ubiquitous and omnipresent, without a second, without faults, 
without birth, without any match (i.e. you are unique, peerless and one of your own kind 
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that has no parallel). Inspite of being a Parmatma (Supreme Atma, the Supreme Being), 
you manifested yourself in this world along with your divine Shakti known as Prakriti. 
[That is, inspite of being the Supreme Being who is invisible, formless, attributeless and 
the all-pervading cosmic Consciousness, you had manifested on this earth as a human 
being along with your cosmic Shakti, or your cosmic energy and dynamism, that revealed 
itself alongside you in the form of Sita. The same Shakti in its macrocosmic form is 
known as Prakriti or Mother Nature.] You are the greatest benefactor and the greatest 
well-wisher of all, and it is you who give inspiration to all. You are without an end, are 
infinite and eternal. Your divine form has two manifestations—one is the macrocosmic 
form that is subtle, invisible, all-pervading, all-encompassing and without any attributes, 
and the other is the microcosmic form that is visible, has attributes and a gross body. I 
bow my head to such a Lord Ram who is majestic and beyond definition (3). 

You bear (i.e. sustain) the earth, are magnificent, Lord of Laxmi, crush the pride 
and vanity of Kamdeo who is proud of his beauty, are the benchmark of magnificence, 
and are most attractive and pleasant. It is very difficult to attain you and have your 
Darshan (divine or holy viewing). No one can understand you by logic (and using one's 
intelligence), and it is also very difficult to measure (or understand) your marvels and 
worldly activities. You can, by your grace and kindness, remove (liberate or deliver) one 
from the journey of birth and death (transmigration of soul) which constitutes this 
existence (the mundane world as we know it). You give Darshan (manifest yourself) to 
your devotees easily (without much effort or cumbersome rituals), and you are easily 
attainable by simplicity, humility, love, affection and devotion (4). 

You create ‘Truth’, live in “Truth’, and are true to your vows and words. You are 
always healthy and endowed with robust and divine energy and powers. You are ever 
(eternally) contented, and are the remover of great sorrows, miseries and tribulations. 
Dharma (righteous, scrupulousness, probity, propriety) is your shield. You are matchless 
in the knowledge and understanding of Brahm (the formless, attributeless, absolute, all- 
pervading Truth; the cosmic supreme Consciousness) and Karma (assigned duties). You 
are worshipped by the Brahmins, are the beloved of Brahmins as well as devotees, and 
are the slayer of the demon Mur (5). 

Oh Hari! You are constant, without attachments, eternally free, without pride, 
vanity or ego, eliminator of sins, embodiment of wisdom, abode of supreme bliss, and the 
root cause of everything. You are the protector of all, the Lord of Yam (who devours all 
in the form of death), Kuthastha (i.e. unchangeable, immovable, steady, constant, exalted, 
secret), endowed with (or possessed of) mystical glory, splendour and radiance, have 
stupendous mercy, and show graciousness towards your devotees (6). 

You are the goal and the seeker of that goal. Your possess all the mystical powers 
that exist in this creation, making you a Siddha or one who is empowered, attained, 
realised and enlightened. You are the speaker as well as the speech. You are the Mantra 
(divine words representing God; a group of syllables or alphabets having magical charm), 
the chanter of those Mantras, as well as the Divine-Being himself represented by those 
Mantras. You are the creation as well as the creator, and you are the ultimate cause 
(reason) of both of them. The celebrated legendary Lotus (representing purity) has 
emerged from you navel. Your complexion is as beauteous as the dark rain-bearing 
cloud. You are both the Saguna (formed) as well as the Nirguna (formless, attributeless) 
one. You are manifested in the form of this entire visible creation, and at the same time 
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you are its observer—both of these are you. [This seems incredulous on the face of it, but 
when one studies the principles of metaphysics one learns that everything in creation is a 
manifestation of one single Truth known as the cosmic Consciousness. And since this 
single entity has revealed itself in every conceivable form in this creation, including the 
creation itself, it naturally follows that both the seer and the thing seen, both the creator 
and the created, both the worshipper and the object of worship, and so on and so forth are 
fundamentally the same entity.] (7). 

You are all-pervading and all encompassing like the sky. You are without any 
attachments and delusions. You are the supreme Brahm, and the Lord of the boon-giving 
Gods. One of your abodes is in Vaikunth (i.e. inspite of you being omnipresent and all- 
pervading, your divine form as Lord Vishnu lives in the highest heaven known as 
Vaikunth). You had revealed your self as the young Brahmachari (a celibate Brahmin) 
known as Vaaman. [This refers to Lord Vishnu’s manifestation as the dwarf mendicant 
known as Vaaman, literally meaning a ‘dwarf’.] Siddhas (the attained and enlightened 
ones) and the congregation of Gods always worship and venerate you. You break 
(remove, uproot) deceit, crookedness, fraud, heresy, false doctrines, hypocrisy, 
haughtiness etc., and render them rootless (i.e. you make them totally ineffective, in vain, 
harmless and of no consequence) (8). 

You are a treasure of pure and supreme bliss. You are the eliminator (remover) of 
ignorance, inprudence and the three traditional Gunas (qualities) that act as torments for 
all the creatures. [These three Gunas are known as Satvic, Rajsic and Tamsic. They are 
present in each individual in varying combinations. This decides the character, nature and 
personality of the individual.] This fellow Tulsidas has taken complete shelter in your 
(Lord Ram’s) holy feet, and has surrendered himself before you with his mind, heart and 
deeds (i.e. in totality, completely, without any reservations whatsoever). You are like 
sage Agastya personified for the purpose of drying-up the ocean of fear of this mundane 
existence. [Legend has it that sage Agastya had drunk the entire ocean in three gulps. So 
the allusion to this incident by Tulsidas means that Lord Ram is capable of removing all 
types of fears arising out of mundane existence in this fearsome world.] (9). 
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Verse no. 54—Oh Lord Ram! You are famed in the world, the Lord of the entire 
universe, an embodiment of this creation, an embodiment of the law (sanctified code of 
behaviour) of the world, and one who mounts Garud (an eagle). You are Brahm, the 
Supreme Being. You are the Lord of Brahma (the creator) and other Gods who are 
empowered to give boons, as well as the Lord of speech and knowledge. You are all- 
pervading, ubiquitous, omnipresent, most holy and divine, almighty, and the patron God 
of the most exalted stage of the soul when it reaches its emancipation and salvation (1). 

The Primary Nature, the best and most excellent elements and essence of creation 
known as the Tattwas, the ‘word’, the various feelings (sense of touch), the perception of 
sight (visible form), taste and smell, the three Gunas known as ‘Sata’ (truthfulness and 
the best quality in creation), ‘Raja’ (the second quality of all living beings which produce 
desires) and “Tama’ (the third and the meanest quality of creatures producing malignant 
tendencies), all the Gods, the five elements of creation such as the sky, air, fire, water and 
earth, the intellect, „Wisdom and mind, the ten sense organs’, the five Prans (life giving 
vital winds or airs)? , thought, mind and concentration, the Atma or soul, the Kaal (factor 
time or death), the Parmaanu (i.e. the ‘atom’ which is the basic unit of all things in this 
creation), and the great ‘Chaitanya’—the life giving Consciousness etc.—all these are 
your (Lord Ram’s) various forms. Oh the best among the kings! You are everything 
which is visible as well as invisible. You reside uniformly, universally and in a seamless 
continuity in the entire creation. This whole creation is but only a fraction of your cosmic 
‘Self’. Lord Shiva worships and venerates your holy feet, and river Ganges has emerged 
from them. You are all conquering and ever victorious (2-3). 

Oh God! You are the beginning, the present and the end; you prevail in all, are 
ubiquitous and omnipresent. Oh Lord! Those wise-ones who have attained the true 
knowledge of Brahm (the Supreme Being; the cosmic Consciousness that is the eternal, 
formless, universal and all-pervading Truth) see you as the basic ingredient (composition, 
constituent, essence or basic element) in all things in this creation like cotton is present in 
cloth, mud is present in an earthen-pitcher, a garland can be visualized in the rounded 
form of a serpent, wood is inherent in or integral to a wooden elephant, and gold is the 
basic element that is moulded to give it another name such as a bracelet, and armlet and 
other such ornament made of gold. [We call a golden bracelet a ‘bracelet’ and not gold, 
but we don't realise that the basic and intrinsic value of this bracelet is in the quantity and 
purity of gold that it contains. We would not value a similarly designed bracelet if it is 
made of iron, would we? Similarly, this creation just wouldn't exist without Lord Ram in 
his all-pervading cosmic form known as the supreme Consciousness. This 
‘Consciousness’ is the primary ‘atom’ that acts as the basic building block of everything 
that exists in this creation. Just like we can’t see the atom but see its manifestation in the 
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form of a physical body or thing, we cannot see the Consciousness hidden in the gross 
form that this creation takes. But the very fact that ‘life’ exists in this creation is enough 
proof of the presence of the Consciousness just like the existence of anything proves that 
there are atoms in it. The wise perception of this creation is to see the same universal 
Truth known as Consciousness that is hidden behind the external facade of physical 
characteristics which vary from one individual to another. Lord Ram personifies this 
universal Truth and the cosmic Consciousness. ] (4). 

In a similar way you are very mysterious and strange (it is too difficult to 
understand you). You are solemn and serious. You are a vanquisher of pride, vanity and 
haughtiness. You are the one who knows all the secrets because you are omniscient, and 
you are the ‘secret’ itself. [The ‘secret’ here refers to the Atma or the pure conscious soul 
that resides in the gross body of an individual. Nothing is hidden from the Lord because 
he lives in the heart as the Atma which is privy to all the thoughts and emotions of the 
creature.] You are beyond the reach of the mind and perception by the sense organs. You 
are the preceptor (teacher) for the whole world (because you are all-knowing and the 
Supeme Being). You fully attained or expert in wisdom, an embodiment of knowledge, 
and one who loves the virtues of true enlightenment, knowledge and wisdom. You are a 
store-house or treasury or a fount of great renown, fame, eminence and respect (i.e. you 
are worthy of it). You can help a creature to cross this huge ocean of mundane, deluding 
existence consiting of an endless cycle of birth and death (5). 

You are true to your words. You can annihilate the world as well as the universe 
(you are almighty and the concluder of creation). No one can imagine or measure you by 
his mind and intellect. You reside (recline) on the bed made of Sesh Nath. [This refers to 
Lord Vishnu who reclines on the bed made by the coiled body of the celestial serpent 
known as Sesh Nath who floats on the surface of the celestial ocean of milk called Kshir- 
sagar.] Your eyes are like a lotus flower; the lotus flower itself has emerged from your 
navel. [This lotus emerged from the navel of reclining Vishnu, and from this lotus was 
born the creator of the visible world known as Brahma.] The complexion of your body is 
dark like the rain bearing clouds. You are a treasury of beauty, charm and attractiveness 
which is equivalent to millions of Kamdeos. [The Kamdeo is the god of passions, and is 
regarded as being the most charming to look at.] (6). 

You are easily accessible for your devotees, but most inaccessible for the rascals, 
the miscreants and those who are wicked. [Only those with a pure heart can attain the 
Lord; those whose heart is perverted cannot find him.] In the path of your devotion, one 
has to face great hurdles (to test one's tenacity and sincerity of devotion). You destroy all 
the bad or evil qualities and characters of your devotees. [You make them holy and pure. ] 
You are very difficult to attain and most formidable. You can eliminate, remove or dispel 
great troubles, tribulations and sorrows. You had removed the pride and vanity of 
Brahma's son Sankadi about his knowledge of the ‘Para and Apara? (7). 

You are always kind and benevolent towards your devotees. You can uproot 
(remove) the torments, miseries and tribulations caused by this world consisting of a 
cycle of birth and death. Your name ‘Ram’ is like a fire for the purpose of burning the 
cotton of sin. You are like a ‘sun’ for the purpose of eliminating (removing, overcoming) 
the night represented by ever changing (unsatisfied) desires. You bear the burden of the 
earth. You remove the fear of those who have taken your refuge. And you are the abode of 
mercy and compassion (8). 
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The various communities of Gods worship and revere your holy feet. You wear a 
garland of Mandaar flowers on your chest. [Mandaar = the coral tree.] Oh Lord Ram, the 
enemy of Ravana! I, who am always tormented by the miseries and troubles (of Kaliyug), 
have taken the refuge and the shelter of your holy feet. Oh Lord! Save and protect me! 
(9). 


[Note—'The ten sense organs are said to be the following—five organs of 
perception such as the eye which sees, the tongue which tastes, the nose which 
smells, the ear which hears, and the skin which feels. The five organs of action are 
the following—the hands which accept, the legs which take the creature to his 
desired place, the mouth which speaks and eats, the excretory which eliminate 
waste from the body, and the genitals which help in reproduction and give him 
pleasure. 

The five Prans are the following—Pran (the vital air which sustains life), 
Apan (the wind which passes through the anus), Samaan (equivalent or balancing 
force of life), Byan (the vital air which pervades throughout the body and the 
mind), Udaan (the air which rises up the throat, e.g., belching) respectively. 

*Para and Apara Vidya—References: Rudra Hridaya Upanishad of Krishna 
Yajur Veda tradition, in its verse nos. 28-30; Mundak Upanishad of Atharva 
Veda, Mundak (Canto) 1, sections 1, verse no. 4-5. 

The word Paraa Vidya refers to that knowledge which is transcendental and 
beyond the normal field of knowledge that can be acquired in this mundane world 
by study; the knowledge which relates to the supreme ‘self’ or the pure conscious 
Atma; the knowledge of things that is beyond the range of bodily perception and 
comprehension. It is the knowledge pertaining to the supreme transcendental 
Brahm which is the ultimate and absolute Truth of creation. The Paraa Vidya 
relates to the invisible and unknown Divinity that is eternal, infinite and 
imperishable, and whose Mantra is OM. [Refer—Mundak Upanishad of Atharva 
Veda, Mundak (Canto) 1, section 1, verse no. 4-5.] 

It has been extensively described in Mundak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, 
Mundak (Canto) 1, section 1, verse nos. 4-9. 

On the other hand, Aparaa Vidya means that body of knowledge that is known 
and which can enlighten the aspirant about the Paraa Vidya which is the 
knowledge of the transcendental Brahm. In this category come the four Vedas— 
the Rik, the Sam, the Yajur and the Atharva. Refer—Mundak Upanishad of 
Atharva Veda, Mundak (Canto) 1, section 1, verse no. 4-5. 

It has been extensively described in Mundak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, 
Mundak (Canto) 1, section 2, verse nos. 4-5.] 


(65) 


aq 
waans, ALAAN, IA PAR, after | 
Ja daad, Aaa, ooa, A 111 1 
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giaa, A-AA, A ARAM, RGA | 
aep, Anata, SRR p qor RA GRATIN | 12 1 
qaiea, Aaa, wda, wA- SA ATATA | 

qaa- ARRANA ARNT R- ATAT | 13 | | 
TOF Greed aea AA A, A, T, AAN, TUT | 
AMF ARF, Hes —Fee, FART | 14 | | 
deferred, axeet, aaa, fart, Aaa, mÀ, Agoran | 
em—prnenes, fdas, wareifa—fare, freer | 15 | | 
qa yaa, ma-a- oreda AAS Aaa | 
FIN, GVO, Yar, AA, AANA A YATT | 16 | | 
Me sla aoaad, Udd—Hla—faad-AGAMEaRRA | 
GITIP WA, THUG aA, GRAS, MAA | 17 1 
Rig—afi—pidarte—ara Ueeg HaHa Torey | 

aa Vy afeya uel BRN aa serf TT | 18 | | 

Aa Afe, igg, forda, rda, AP, FT | 
RAA, APRA, IRT ga AEAT | l9 l 












































Verse no. 55—Oh Lord Ram! You remove the torments and suffering of saints. You give 
the universe rest in yourself at the time of the ultimate dissolution (or annihilation) of 
creation at the time of dooms-day. [The entire creation collapses and merges back into 
you or devolves in you. It had earlier emerged from you, and it retraces its path back to 
you. It will remain merged in you till the time of the next phase of creation when it will 
start emerging from you once again.] You provide happiness and joy to Lord Shiva (who 
is the designated God responsible for conclusion of creation). [That is, Lord Shiva is 
pleased that you have done the job of winding up the creation for him, and the credit of 
this stupendous achievement is got by Shiva. So he is pleased that he gets the credit for 
free!] You are the abode of pure wisdom and truthful knowledge, and are a treasury of 
eternal bliss and peace. [Pure wisdom and truthful knowledge gives eternal peace and 
bliss to the enlightened man.] You are the one who enhances the pleasure and happiness 
of gentlemen, and you are an enemy of the demon Khar. [That is, while pious and 
righteous people love you, those who are evil and corrupt and cruel treat you as their 
enemy, and therefore fear you.] (1). 

Oh Lord Ram! You are an abode of excellent characters and exemplary qualities 
such as modesty, propriety, kindness as well as fortitude, equality and equanimity. You 
are the eliminator of dissension, discord, differences or disputes caused by discrimination 
and disparity. You are the Lord of Laxmi (the Goddess of wealth and prosperity), and an 
enemy of Ravana (the demon). You are naturally endowed with the glorious virtue 
known as ‘Shakti’ (strength, dynamism, energy, vigour, valour, authority and powers). 
You (therefore) hold a bow, an arrow, a sword, and an attractive shield in your hands, 
your body is adorned by an armour, and a quiver is tied around your waist. [These 
weapons are used by brave warriors, and they are symbols of strength and power.] (2). 

You are true to and steadfast in your words. You are a bestower of all 
auspiciouness and welfare. You are a benevolent benefactor who is favourable to all. You 
are complete with all the divine qualities, all the knowledge and all the wisdom. Your 
name of ‘Ram’ is akin to the powerful rays of the sun for overcoming or eliminating the 
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darkness of night symbolising ignorance and delusions associated with this mundane and 
mortal world (3). 

Your divine radiance and splendour are brilliant. You destroy the numerous and 
fierce torments, miseries and sufferings of this world which keep on emerging endlessly 
one after another. And though you have a body of a human King (who are generally very 
indulgent), you are an embodiment of Tapa (austerities, self-control, penance etc.). [This 
refers to the physical form of Lord Ram as the king of Ayodhya. But unlike the kings of 
this world, he practices exceptional virtues of Tapa and remains aloof from the world of 
sense objects as well as from the demands of the sense organs for self gratification.] You 
are beyond ignorance and delusions. You’re the one who has exemplary control over 
one’s own self. You are like the legendary Mandrachal mountain for churning the ocean 
of pride, vanity, hypocrisy, haughtiness, jealousy, envy, anger, lust, passions, desires, 
delusions etc. [This mountain was used as a turning rod to churn the ocean by the demons 
and the gods in search of Amrit, the ambrosia of eternity.] You are very wise and 
thoughtful (4). 

You are the Lord of the Gods who are famous in the Vedas and bestow boons. 
You are Vaaman. [Vaaman was a manifestation of Lord Vishnu in the form of a Brahmin 
mendicant who was like a dwarf. The word ‘Vaaman’ means a dwarf. Hence, this stanza 
means that it was Lord Ram in his primary cosmic form of Lord Vishnu who had 
revealed himself as Vaaman]. You are an exemplary renouncer and remain detached from 
everything. Your are most pure and holy. You are the Lord of speech as well as the Lord 
of Vaikunth (heaven, abode of Vishnu). You destroy Kaam (lust, passion, desire), Krodh 
(indignation, wrath, anger), Lobh (greed, avarice, covetousness) etc. You are the 
enhancer of the quality of forgiveness, tolerance and fortitude. You are an embodiment of 
peace and tranquility. You mount on Garuda, the king of birds. [Garud is the mount of 
Lord Vishnu. Its reference here implies that Lord Ram is Lord Vishnu himself 
personified. ] (5). 

You are very pure and are like ‘fire’ to burn instantly the forest of tall reeds 
known as ‘Munj’ representing the treasury of sins. [That is, you are pure and uncorrupt 
like the ‘fire’, and you destroy all sins like the fire that destroys huge bundles of reed, 
burning them to ashes in a short time.] You are the ornament of the universe. [You are 
the most exalted and adorable Lord in the entire creation. The creation gets its value, 
importance and meaning because of the fact that you are present in it as its Lord.] You 
are an enemy of the demon Dushan, Lord of the world (universe) as well as the earth, the 
head (the essence, the most revered deity) of the Vedas, and the sustainer of the whole 
universe (creation). Glory to you! (6). 

You are most pure, uncorrupt and holy. You are unchangeable as well as 
changeable. [You are ‘unchangeable’ because you are the Absolute Truth of creation and 
the essence of the living world that is known as Consciousness which is a common 
denominator in the entire creation. You are ‘changeable’ because this world, which is 
your own manifestation, is always changing. No two things and no two individuals are 
alike in this world though it is you who pervades uniformly in them and are their truthful 
identity.] You are universal and uniform in this creation. [You pervade uniformly 
throughout this creation.] You are the destroyer of the agitations and agonies of the 
creatures caused by the scorching (tormenting) effects of Kaliyug, and are the treasury of 
happiness, joy and bliss (for them). You recline on (the bedstead of) Sesh Nath (the 
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legendary serpent floating on the surface of the Kshir-sagar). Your eyes are like a 
blooming lotus flower. You visibly reside in the ‘Kshir-sagar’ (the legendary celestial 
ocean of milk), and invisibly in the form of this creation. [Lord Vishnu is ‘visualized’ by 
the Purans as reclining on the coiled body of Shesh-nath as the latter floats on the surface 
of Kshir-sagar. On the other hand, the same Lord has manifested himself as this creation 
and lives in it as its Atma, its soul, which is ‘invisible’. Though the entire visible world is 
a revelation or a manifestation of the Supreme Being, no one can actually see that 
Supreme Being with one’s physical eyes thought he is all-pervading, ubiquitous and 
omnipresent in this creation.] (7). 

These two holy feet of yours, which give happiness and comfort to Siddhas 
(mystics), Kavis (poets, bards, those who are expert in language and expression) and 
Vidvans (learned men and wise ones). You are inaccessible to and unattainable by the 
wicked and rascals. The river Ganges, whose water is most pure and holy, has emerged 
from your feet, while sins and evils are eliminated by the mere sight of them (8). 

You are eternal, free from all delusions, an abode of divine qualities, without the 
(tainting effects of) three ‘Gunas’ (Satvik, Rajsic, Tamsik), and an embodiment of bliss, 
happiness and joys. You are ‘Bhagwan’ who is endowed with the six celebrated virtues 
or qualities’. You are a strict follower of all auspicious rules, regulations and sanctified 
codes of conduct, and one who reigns over the entire creation. You are the sustainer of 
the entire universe, as well as the original cause (or the very origin of) the world. Oh 
Lord, you are the remover of all fears of this refugee Tulsidas (9). 


[Note—'The word Bhagwan has two syllables ‘Bhag’ and ‘Wan’. The second 
syllable ‘Wan’ means one who possesses, or is in the possession of. The first 
syllable ‘Bhag’ means the following six qualities—(i) Possessing all the qualities 
that are called Dharma (righteousness, probity, propriety and noble conduct). (ii) 
Possessing all the qualities that are called Yash (good name and fame; renown 
and majesty; (iii) Possessing all the qualities that are called Aishwarya (glories, 
good fortunes, supremacy, sway, greatness, majesty, magnificence, grandeur, 
successes and achievements; (iv) Possessing all the qualities that are called Sri 
(wealth, prosperity, authority, powers, potentials, proficiencies, successes and 
achievements; (v) Possessing all the qualities that are called Gyan (the best of all 
knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment; and (vi) Possessing all the qualities that 
are called Vairagya (dispassion, detachment, renunciation, leading to freedom 
from delusions and entanglements). 

Hence, Bhagwan is a person who possesses, or is an embodiment of all these 
six eclectic qualities or virtues. ] 


(66) 


aq 

aquyer, aukiy, dues, aed gale, aafe | 
geda, q, gA, gf ga Aree ||| 
yR, gia, dT, MaA, GN T | 
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aed, wade, aafe, YASEEN, FERIA] 2 1 
qa, qaa, amiT, fagaraat, fax, dqve—afear—faent | 

am ay, dare, aan, faut, satide, seq, felargent| 13 || 

West Ua, YT, GAA, YH Wal, Ye Uda, wean | 
adiga, wda, adie, waded aap, wegen’ |i41| 
Aa, fate, Peo, xo, fore, Aao, Fabra | 
fre, frou, fa, fr, aera, Aa, faerar 151 
aea, Aaaa, PAAA, AAT, SATA | 
mada, aada, manfa, A a, MATA | l6 l 
PAA-AGA, PAP, PES, PRIANT, PARN | 

agea ë yg mApR-A, Aay- | 17 1 
STE, Jgd, Smaa, Ah, SA, Aa, Apr, iae | 

aaa, aMea, AAA, IAA, SANA, iaag AEN | (8 | | 
amgen Aafaa, sa g8, Apa, A wild | 

yap WH, UA Heures, ue arafaute, efdete | 19 || 






































Verse no. 56—Oh Lord Ram! You are the destroyer of demons (symbolizing evil, 
perversions, cruelty, unrighteousness and sins of all hues). You are an ocean of mercy 
and compassion. You are an eliminator or remover of such negative qualities as 
pretensions, deceit, conceit and falsehood. You turn to ashes (burn) all the wicked and 
evil deeds that a creature does. You are the remover of haughtiness, false pride, vanity, 
hypocrisy and arrogance. You are the destroyer of wickedness. You are the best amongst 
those who have restrained their sense organs and practice exemplary self-control. You are 
the remover of all sorrows, miseries and agonies of the creature. You are the annihilator 
of all the evil Vasnaas (desires, lust, perversity, attachments) that are formidable and 
difficult to overcome (1). 

You are decorated (adorned) by a large variety of ornaments, and are endowed 
with the six divine qualities like Aishwarya etc. (which entitles you to be honoured by the 
title of a Bhagwan—see verse no. 55/9) which shine like the celestial sun. [The 
‘ornaments’ are a metaphors for the countless divine virtues that the Lord possesses. 
These adorn him and make him as glorious as the splendorous sun.] You provide 
liberation and deliverance from the bondage of the world, and can grant freedom from all 
sorts of fear (that torment all living beings in this world). You are the most exalted Lord 
of the creation. You are beyond comprehension and grasp of the mind and the intellect. 
You are adored and worshipped by Lord Shiva, and are the well-wisher of the devotees of 
Lord Shiva. You are the one who provides freedom to the earth (from the torments of the 
demons representing evil and wickedness), and you are the one who bearers all the 
mountains. [That is, you are the cosmic force that keeps the earth, with all its colossus 
and heavy mountains, floating in the void of space without any support; you prevent this 
earth from collapsing from the weight of the mountains. In metaphoric terms it means 
that it is Lord Ram who actually bears the burden of the entire creation without openly 
saying so, because on the face of it, it looks that the burden of the mountains is borne by 
the earth, whereas the fact is that it is the Lord who bears both the burdens—that of the 
earth as well as of its colossus mountains!] (2). 
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Oh bestower of boons! Your body is dark like the rain-bearing cloud. You are the 
patron Lord of speech (i.e. you are the one who not only enables a creature to say 
something, but also determine what is said by him). You are the macrocosmic and all- 
pervading universal Soul of creation. You are without any attachments and entanglements 
(i.e. you are free from being involved in this creation though you live in it as its Soul). 
You reside always (at all times) in the temple (abode) called Vaikunth (heaven). [This 
refers to Lord Ram’s primary cosmic form as Lord Vishnu who lives in the heaven 
known as Vaikunth.] You are all-pervading, all-encompassing, ubiquitous and 
omnipresent like the sky. You are worshipped by all in this creation (i.e. both by the 
mortal living beings as well as the immortal Gods). You had taken the form of the dwarf 
mendicant known as Vaaman. You are all able and all competent. You are an expert in 
the knowledge of Brahm (the macrocosmic pure ‘Self’ known as the cosmic 
Consciousness, the Supreme Being), and are an embodiment or personification of that 
Brahm. [That is, you are highly enlightened about your true form, and you know that 
inspite of assuming a human body you are not an ordinary man but the Supreme Being 
himself revealed in your divine form.] You are the one who removes all the worries and 
miseries that afflict the world and its creatures (3). 

You are naturally and inherently of a sweet nature, and have an attractive 
countenance (which instills fearlessness and reassurance in the heart of your devotee). 
You have a pure heart (i.e. you have no deceit and conceit hidden in you). You are 
eternally and always auspicious, holy and pure. You are all-knowing and omniscient. 
You are independent and free from having any sort of compulsions of any kind (which 
may force you to make compromises in connection with your principles and 
commitments to your devotees). You can do everything in this world (as you are 
omnipotent and almighty Lord of this creation). You are the one who sustains all, 
conquers all, and are the benevolent well-wisher of all. You are true to your words 
and promises (i.e. you are truthful and honest). And you are an annihilator or the 
concluder of the world (i.e. bring the creation to an end). [This is because you are the 
Supreme Being, and it is you who decides when to create and when to conclude this 
world.] (4). 

You are eternal and infinite. You are without Moha (any trace of delusions and its 
attendent attachments, allurements, infatuations and other spiritual anomalies associated 
with this world). You are formless and attributless. You are most holy, divine and 
immaculate. You are an embodiment of self-generated bliss. You are both the 
embodiment as well as the bestower of salvation to the soul. [That is, in your manifested 
form as Lord Ram you grant emancipation and salvation to the soul of the devotee, but 
since you are the supreme Soul and the spiritual Truth of this creation it is you who is the 
ultimate destiny of the individual’s soul.] You are a personification of the virtues of 
complete bliss and happiness, You are unmovable (stable), without limits (infinite), an 
embodiment (personification) of salvation, and beyond honour (you transcend such 
mundane considerations as honour and respect). You are free from all attachments or 
attractions (that are the normal characteristic quality of all in this creation). And it is you 
who decides the destiny of all (5). 

You are the root of all greatest of virtues of auspiciousness and holiness. [The 
word ‘root’ means that you are a treasury of these virtues as well as the source from 
which all such qualities draw their strength just like a tree that draws its nourishment 
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through the medium of the root. It is you who help these noble virtues remain established 
in this world just like the root that helps the tree to remain firmly anchored to the ground 
and prevents its toppling over.] You are an abode of joy, happiness and bliss, as well as 
of great majesty, magnificence, fame and glory. You are the slayer of the foolish demon 
Madhu!. You give respect to others, but have no pride, vanity or ego yourself. You are 
the destroyer of Kamdeo (i.e. of passions, yearning and lust—because Kamdeo is the 
patron god of these qualities). You are free from the evil qualities of haugtiness, 
hypocrisy and delusions. You are the Lord of Laxmi (the goddess of wealth and 
prosperity—i.e. you are Lord Vishnu). And you hold a divine lotus in your hand (6). 

Your eyes are like beautiful lotus flower. You are a treasury of the sixty four 
celebrated qualities known as ‘Kalaa?”. You hold a bow (in your hand), are the Lord 
(king) of Kaushal (Ayodhya), and a treasury of auspiciousness. You are like a lion for the 
purpose of killing numerous demons in the form of wild, haughty and mad elephants. 
[The ‘demons’ here are symbols of negative traits such as evil, cruelty, haughtiness, 
arrogance etc. So just like a lion is easily able to overcome and kill a wild elephant that is 
bigger in physical size and strength than a lion, you too can easily overcome and 
eliminate all the formidable and evil forces in creation which are like demons.] You 
reside in the pure heart of your devotees which is like forest where this lion lives (7). 

You are without sins, evils or vices of any kind (i.e. you are perfect and 
immaculate). You are peerless and without a second. You are faultless and without a 
taint. You are invisible and imperceptible by the sense organs. You are without birth (ie. 
you are unborn because you have no beginning as you are eternal and infinite). You are 
infinite, eternal and limitless. You are flawless and taintless. You are an ocean of 
happiness and bliss (i.e. you are an infinite source of these virtues). You are unmoving 
(unwavering, stable), yet you do not reside at only one place—for you are present 
everywhere as you are omnipresent and all-pervading. You are complete in all respects. 
You are without disease or any ills (i.e. without the spiritual faults caused by worldly 
delusions that cause immense torment for the living being just like a disease that also 
torments him). You are without an end or beginning (as you are infinite, eternal and non- 
perishable). You are the elder brother of Laxman who is the slayer of Meghnad (who was 
the son of Ravana, the 10-headed demon king of Lanka) (8). 

This Tulsidas is being tormented by the countless miseries and tribulations 
inflicted upon him by this world; he is surrounded by them; he is overcome by 
uncountable sorrows and agonies; and has become very distraught and extremely 
frightened. Oh the care-taker and sustainer of refugees! Oh the abode of the highest 
quality of mercy and compassion! Oh Lord Ram, the Lord of the earth! Please protect this 
evil, miserable, wretched and afflicted one (Tulsidas). [These words show Tulsidas' great 
humility and modesty, his total surrender before the Lord, his earnestness in seeking the 
Lord’s intervention for redemption of his soul from the miseries created by the world, 
and his realisation that Lord Ram is the personified form of the Supreme Being.] (9). 


[Note—'The demon Madhu— The Vedas had been stolen by two demons named 
Madhu and Kaitav, who hid them in the eastern ocean. Lord Vishnu had assumed 
the form of Hayagriva to kill them and restore the Vedas. 

"The 16 Kalaas are the following virtues—These are the special qualities and 
attributes etc. that one must possess to make him perfect. They represent his 
various strengths and potentials, and they are said to be sixteen in number 
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corresponding to and symbolised by the sixteen phases of the moon. Since Lord 
Ram is a manifestation of the ‘Viraat Purush’, the vast and all-encompassing 
cosmic form of the Supreme Being, these sixteen qualities or attributes refer to the 
sixteen qualities of Brahm himself that made him the Lord of creation. The 
presence of all these divine attributes makes a man complete and very powerful. 
Hence, these sixteen Kalaas represent all the magnificent good qualities that are 
present in this creation which enable a man to overcome all adversities, hurdles 
and ill circumstances. Lord Ram is the creature’s only sincere well-wisher and 
succour in times of distress and dismay, and he is the Lord who possesses all the 
exemplary qualities grouped under the single word ‘Kalaa’ that enables him to 
carry out his duties of sustaining and protecting this creation. 

Since the entire creation is a manifestation of the Lord, and the Lord is 
himself an embodiment of all that exists in this creation, it follows that all the 
fundamental elements that constitue this creation are represented in the form of 
Lord Ram. 

The sixteen Kalaas are expressly listed in the Prashna Upanishad of the 
Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 6, verse no. 4. These are the following—() 
Pran (life; life consciousness; the very essence of creation; the vibrations of life 
manifested in the form of the vital winds; the rhythm and essential functions 
pertaining to life), (ii) Shraddha (the eclectic virtues of faith, believe, conviction, 
reverence, respect, devotion), (iii) Akash (the all-pervading, all-encompassing sky 
or space element), (iv) Vayu (wind, air element), (v) Tej (energy, splendour, 
radiance, glory, might, majesty and fire element), (vi) Apaha (water element 
which is the all-important ingredient for life), (vii) ‘Prithivi’ (earth element which 
is the base or foundation for all mortal creation), (viii) Indriya (the organs of the 
body, both the organs of perception as well as of action), (ix) Mana (the mind and 
heart complex and their stupendous potentials), (x) Anna (food, the element 
without which life is simply not imaginable because it provides it with the basic 
nourishment and energy), (xi) Virya (semen, sperms, standing for courage, valour, 
potency, vitality and prowess), (xii) Tapa (austerity and penance, tolerance of 
hardship as a means of penitence, forbearance as well as carrying out strict 
religious vows in order to purify one’s self; the sufferance for some auspicious 
and noble cause) (xiii) Mantra (the key or formula to achieve success in any 
enterprise; it also refers to the ability to give good advise; the power to 
contemplate and think, concentrate and focus, and then logically arrive at a 
conclusion; the different mystical formulas consisting of letters or words or 
phrases which encapsulated various dynamic forces of Nature which could be 
invoked and harnessed by the creature and help him to utilise the latent cosmic 
energy, strength and other magnificent powers incorporated in these Mantras for 
the benefit of creation at large), (xiv) Karma (the ability to do deeds and take 
action; the strength, energy and stamina to perform even difficult tasks), (xv) 
Loka (the various worlds, such as the mortal world where the creature lived on the 
earth, the lower heaven called the Antariksha where the junior Gods and the 
Spirits of dead creatures would live, and the upper heaven or Brahm Loka where 
the Supreme Being lives; the different worlds as experienced during the waking 
state, the dreaming state and the deep sleep states of existence of the 
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consciousness), and (xvi) Naam (the name assigned to each independent creature; 
the good name, fame, reputation, honour and glory that a creature has in this 
world). 

They are also called the sixteen Aakarshini Shaktis of creation that makes the 
possessor of these virtues much sought after in society. The word ‘Aakarshini’ 
means one that attracts others, and the word ‘Shakti’ of course means power. 
These are the following—(i) the power possessed by Pran, the vital life-sustaining 
winds or airs which maintain the vibrations, the rhythm and the essential 
functions of life in this creation; (ii) the power that comes with having Shraddha, 
i.e. having the eclectic virtues of faith, believe, conviction, reverence, respect and 
devotion that one has for his chosen deity, for the Supreme Being, and for the aim 
of life one has set for himself; (iii) the power to be as vast, all-pervading and all- 
encompassing as the Sky element known as ‘Akash’; (iv) the power that is 
equivalent to that possessed by the Wind or Air element known as ‘Vayu’ that is 
so essential for life and its sustenance, and its proof lies in the fact one would die 
for want of air; (v) the power that is known as ‘Tej’, literally meaning vigour, 
vitality, energy, dynamism etc. that are depicted by the Fire element known as 
‘Agni’ that is so essential for life and its sustenance, and its proof lies in the fact 
one would die for want of heat and warmth; (vi) the powers equivalent to those 
possessed by the Water element known as ‘Apaha’ that is so essential for life and 
its sustenance, and its proof lies in the fact one would die for want of water; (vil) 
the powers that are equivalent to the earth element known as ‘Prithivi’ which is 
the base or foundation for all mortal creation, the power that helps one to sustain 
others and therefore it makes a person much sought after; (viii) the powers 
displayed by the various sense organs of the body, called the ‘Indriya’, because it 
is these organs that enable the creature to achieve stupendous and most 
astounding tasks that are even beyond imagination; (ix) the immense and most 
lauded power of the mind and sub-conscious known as the ‘Mana’ which has 
formidable potentials and reach, keeping the creature firmly held in its grip, and 
without which power noting can be done or any success achieved in any field 
whatsoever; (x) the power equivalent to that possessed by food or ‘Anna’ which is 
absolutely essential for survival and has such powerful force of attraction that 
people go long distances in search of food, even kill each other over it; (xi) the 
magnificent power to create and generate that is shown by the semen known as 
the ‘Virya’ which stands for courage, valour, potency, vitality and strength, 
vigour, dynamism etc., and anyone who possesses these glorious powers or 
virtues is surely much attractive and useful for others; (xii) the power that comes 
with doing ‘Tapa’, meaning austerity and penance, tolerance of hardship as a 
means of penitence, forbearance, carrying out strict religious vows in order to 
purify one’s self, sufferance for some auspicious and noble cause, etc., virtues that 
make the person who possesses them have a magnetic appeal for others; (xiii) the 
powers inherent in the various mystical ‘Mantras’ which are great spiritual 
formulas with astounding potentials to fulfill all desires of the user; they are like 
keys to achieve success in any enterprise; it also refers to the ability to give good 
advise; the power to contemplate and think, concentrate and focus, and then 
logically arrive at a conclusion; the mystical powers that are an integral part of the 
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Mantra and represent the various dynamic forces of Nature which could be 
invoked and harnessed by the creature and help him to utilise the latent cosmic 
energy, the strength, the dynamism and other magnificent powers incorporated in 
these Mantras for the benefit of creation at large; (xiv) the power to do various 
deeds and take actions, the strength, energy and stamina to perform even difficult 
tasks, the powers that are an integral part of the theory of doing Karma; (xv) the 
powers that makes a man so powerful that he can have control over the various 
worlds called the three Lokas, i.e. the mortal world where the creatures live on 
earth, the lower heaven called the Antariksha where the junior Gods and the 
Spirits of dead ancestors live, and the upper heaven or Brahm Loka where the 
senior Gods live; it also refers to the terrestrial world, the heavens and the nether 
world, as well as the different worlds as experienced during the waking state, the 
dreaming state and the deep sleep states of existence of the consciousness; and 
finally (xvi) the inherent power in one’s good name, the power of ‘Naam’; this 
gives the person fame, acclaim, authority and respect in society; it bestows 
reputation, honour and glory that a person so much seeks in this world. This 
power of good name and its value in terms of making the man famous and eternal 
in the memory of others is so attractive that everyone wishes to gain some good 
name for himself in this world. A person with good name attracts others towards 
himself.] 


Glory and Importance of Ram's Name: Raag Bhairav 


(65) 


WA WA 39, UA UA Xe, UA WA OY eT | 
ma-e, Fa! e AR ETIN 
Wd we- pA paR, MMR- AAAA | 
-aan A Ageng A~ MAAT | 12 1 | 
mA, nA, ma nA ofa, NA nRa Ra rd | 
afte sti gT SÉT S, n RAA wears | 13 || 
Wate, Waal, AAAA | 

lm S  efet, dg Aya ahaa seurtl i411 
we aT AT nrg vas oy, feory a ford for wre | 
gi fa ad rA RN, Aed A Aè | 15 || 





























Verse no. 65—Oh Tongue! You should be always engrossed (involved) in (matters 
relating to) Ram, chant ‘Ram’ and repeat (the holy Mantra of) Ram constantly. Oh Mind! 
Be like a Papiha (the sparrow hawk), and be enamoured of the cloud in the form of 
devotion and affection for Ram's holy name (i.e. think of nothing else except Ram's 
name) [This bird is renowned for its undiluted love for the rain-bearing cloud, and it 
drinks only the rain drops as they fall from the sky. Otherwise it prefers to remain thirsty. 
So Tulsidas cites it as an example of his own desire to develop devotion, affection and 
love for the Lord with the same intensity and sincerity as that of the Papiha.] (1). 


492 


Even as a Papiha shuns the water of wells, rivers, ponds and even an ocean, and 
remains thirsty for a single drop of love-like rain of the Swati Nakshatra (a special 
configuration of stars occurring between August-September), so should you (the tongue) 
also avoid the hope of satisfying yourself by any other mean except by concentrating 
exclusively (solely) on the nectar-like drops symbolized by constant repetition of Lord 
Ram's holy Name (2). 

The lover cloud growls, admonishes, showers hail and strikes the loving Papiha 
with a thunderbolt. In this way, when the cloud determines that the unshakeable, eternal 
and measureless love of the Papiha, even after subjecting it to the most rigorous of tests, 
goes on increasing steadily with each test, then only does it provide it (the Papiha) with 
the much sought after rain drops (of the Swati Nakshatra) (3). 

In a similar fashion (no matter what tribulations, torments, agonies, troubles come 
to test your sincerity and steadfastness), by the grace of God and with a steadfast mind, 
you should also take the refuge of Lord Ram's nectar-like holy Name, keep the intellect 
hooked to Ram's divine Name, and become a lover of Lord Ram's loving and endearing 
Name. Such devotees who depend on Lord Ram's Name, whether in the past, the present 
or the future, should be considered as most lucky and fortunate in the entire world having 
three dimensions. [The three dimensions are the past, the present and the future. It also 
means the terrestrial world, the celestial world and the nether world, as well as the 
present world, the world after death, and the world obtained upon new birth.] (4). 

This path (of having unflinching, unwavering and sincere love for Lord Ram's 
name) is lonely and very difficult; once you step on this path, do not stop (even 
momentarily) to take rest under a shade (i.e. enjoy the pleasures of the objects of this 
materialistic and illusionary world). Oh Tulsidas! Your welfare lies in keeping your 
allegiance to the holy and divine Name of Lord Ram without having any deceit, 
crookedness, cunning, trickery and deception in your mind. [That is, your welfare is 
ensured only if you have sincere devotion for Lord Ram’s Name.] (5). 


(66) 


WA OY, WA WY, UA TY aay | 

OR waar ara fast ara F111 1 | 
yp A ma we Ree—Rafe MA X| 

W pA- a-oa A F112 1 | 
qA S @, ura ol è, aA S, a 3| 
yaa Sl Ul sit Ge A P pA XI 
T a-f Yel & wha A XI 

gat be deer a g a afer YI 
m-a BIS Vl ARPA HY NA 3I 
JRA n cary art ae ae 15 II 

















Verse no. 66—[Note :- The use of the Hindi word ‘Re’ as in ray {‘®’ } at the end of each 
sentence indicates earnest and sincere plea by the loving teacher to convince a rather 
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naughty, wayward and reluctant disciple to mend his ways, and pay heed to what is being 
said, lest he would repent later.] 

Oh you fool! Chant Ram's holy Name, I repeat—do it; for it is the only boat we 
have to ferry us across this worldly ocean (1.e.this is the easiest way to achieve salvation 
as it is easily available, simplest and accessible to all) (1). 

You can master all virtues and knowledge with the help of this medium alone 
because Yoga (meditation and contemplation), self-control and self-restraint) and 
Samadhi (a state of meditative trance) etc. have been all eclipsed by the era of Kali (i.e. 
all other mediums for salvation or liberation of the soul have been over-shadowed or 
obscured by the evil presence of Kali, and therefore they aren't available). So, rely on his 
holy Name for your emancipation and salvation because it is still available (2). 

In the end, it (the holy Name of Ram) is the only hope for redemption for all of us 
whether it is bad or good, upside down or up (i.e. whether chanted backwards or 
forwards, willingly or unwillingly, with or without faith, conviction and belief—it will 
only do you good, rest assured about it) (3). 

This world is like an illusion of a blossoming garden in the sky—it is a mirage, it 
is a delusion, it is something that is totally fake. All the materials and sense objects in this 
world are castles and palaces of smoke—here now and gone the next moment (i.e. don't 
go astray believing the world to be real—it is a total illusion, a mirage. So, focus your 
attention on the supreme reality) (4). 

Tulsidas says that one who relies and depends on others, and not on the holy 
Name of Lord Ram, is like a fool who leaves the food in front of him and begs for it from 
house to house like a dog. [That is, the medium of emancipation and salvation is in front 
of you—so why do you search for it somewhere else?] (5). 


(67) 


WA WA oy fore Gal BART | 

ofa a fart, GPT, GPT, ao, SPT II II 
WA yA w fate Stet A X| 

mA ARA MaRa 31121 
yaa amA, PA oA Xi 

HA RA pA NÀ, aga Aea XI | 
WA HAS td pA aR X| 

med we, da, Ra, RR VMI 
Waa MM-RA n XI 

m-a goe siman 1 15 1 | 























Verse no. 67—[Note :- As if Tulsidas' plea to chant Lord Ram's holy Name could not 
fully convince his audience, in this verse he continues the argument further, and 
concludes citing the Vedas and the Purans as his authority. ] 
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Oh creature! Repeat (chant) Lord Ram's holy Name with abiding and sincere love 
and devotion, for besides Lord Ram's Name, nothing (e.g. emancipation, salvation, bliss, 
tranquility) can be achieved in this era of Kaliyug merely by having Vairagya 
(renunciation), or by doing Yoga (meditation), Yagya (fire sacrifices and other religious 
practices), Tapa (austerities and penances), and Daan (making charities and giving of 
alms) (1). 

In the scriptures, clear instructions are laid down as to what should or should not 
be done (i.e. what constitutes Dharma and Adharma, good deeds and evil/bad deeds). But 
in my (Tulsidas') view, remembering Lord Ram's holy Name is the king among laws, and 
forgetting him (his Name) is the worst form of evil deed (2). 

This world is like a serpent and Ram's holy Name is like a Mani (a luminous sac 
on the hood of a serpent which glows in the darkness). Even as the snake dies when one 
takes away this Mani from it, so does the sorrowful, entangling web consisting of this 
world vanishes (or dies) on taking Lord Ram's holy Name (3). 

Oh! This holy Name of Lord Ram is a Kalpa Tree (the all wish-fulfilling tree) 
which gives the celebrated four fruits of ‘Artha? (prosperity and wealth), ‘Dharma’ 
(righteousness), ‘Kaam’ (fulfillment of desires) and ‘Moksha’ (liberation and final 
deliverance; emancipation and salvation). This fact is endorsed and ratified by the Vedas, 
the Purans, the Pandit (wise and expert teachers of spiritual laws), and Lord Shiva (4). 

Lord Ram's holy Name is the essence of both devotion and salvation of the soul, 
and it is the very foundation of Tulsidas' life (5). 


(68) 


WH WH Wa Ve viel TG a RI 
del, qg we wa, fre ao afters 
Barak fay fe ge use| 

Bae Rae ae wage 1 121 | 
ama, mA, WA +A ga Weel 
wt UF, OT GT UT Wee1 1311 
were wes fray diet ore] 

Re fay aor ot gear GPT | 14 1 | 
Ge free, fre art ares drat | 

Was ef Gl afd OS cet AAT | 15 1 


























Verse no. 68—[Note :- Tulsidas warns in this verse what kind of fate awaits us if we do 
not heed him]. 

Admonishing the creature, Tulsidas warns—‘Oh, listen! Unless you chant Ram's 
holy Name, you can never find peace anywhere—and will continue to burn with the fire 
of the Traitap. [The Traitap is the torment that a creature is subjected to because of the 
following three—(i) Adhyatmik—spiritual problems; (i1) Adhibhautik—problems arising 
due to existential life in this world; and (iii) Adhidaivik—problems arising due to 
malignant stars and gods.] (1). 
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You will be thirsty even while being on the banks of the holy river Ganges, and 
poverty shall torment you even while you are staying under the Kalpa Tree (2). 

You would never get peace—waking, sleeping or dreaming. You would have to 
weep (lament, regret) in this world in all your births, always, and in all the eras (3). 

The more you try other methods for liberation and deliverance, the greater will be 
your entanglement in this world (because you are far away from Ram's holy Name). Even 
the Amrit (which is the delicious drink that gives immortality) would turn poison for you 
(4). 

Tulsidas says about himself that for a humble person like him, in all the three 
Lokas (subterranean, terrestrial, celestial) and all the three periods (past, present, future), 
Ram's holy Name has the same importance as the water has for a fish. [Even as a fish 
cannot survive without water, Tulsidas can't live without Ram's Name.] (5). 


(69) 


gre wed g A RAA 

qaa fret, A AETA I it || 
aT è amga, JA eT | 
mer weap, ag aA APN 
ha pA, JA È a ma È| 
Rat seia, serat Ra È 1 1311 
ma-a RTT, STR PARER | 

Ag ARA, Sg YAP lA 
qda WaT AÀ F 


RRI 
JAR yA m g A SWIS] 


Verse no. 69—[Note :- After explaining the importance and value of Ram's holy and 
divine Name in earlier verses, here Tulsidas emphasises its utility for all creatures in this 
world, citing the pair of opposites to illustrate his point]. 

‘Oh creature, listen! You chant Ram's holy Name with love and devotion as his 
name is like pocket (traveling) expenses for penniless travellers, and like a personal 
assistant to the helpless (1). 

This Ram's Name is the luck of luck-less, and the talent of an idiot (or those who 
have no special qualities or skills). [That is, those who chant Lord Ram's holy Name are 
bestowed with good luck and wisdom.] It is like a merchant who respects the poor 
(customer), and is merciful towards the downtrodden and the distressed. [Such a 
merchant is respected in the society as compared to one who is selfish.] (2). 

This Lord's Name is like a higher caste for those born in the low caste. [That is, 
even a low-caste-born is to be considered a high-caste-born if he chants the holy Name of 
Lord Ram.] Lord Ram’s holy Name is akin to the limbs of a lame, and eyes for the 
blind—this law is endorsed by the Vedas (i.e. it is irrefutable and true) (3). 

This holy Name of Lord Ram is like a parent for the hungry (for a hungry man is 
sure to find food in the house of his parents), and help for the helpless. It is like a bridge 
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to cross-over this ocean-like mundane world of formidable problems and miseries. [That 
is, to cross-over from the mortal world to immortality, and break free from the shackles 
of this world and provide liberation to the soul, the holy Name of Lord Ram is like a 
bridge.] The Name is the cause of eternal bliss for the creature and his soul (4). 

What is more benign and beneficent than Ram's holy Name, the mere 
remembrance of which has turned the useless Tulsidas who was as worthless as a dry and 
barren moor into a fertile land sought after by all. [That is, the worthless Tulsidas has 
become so venerated and sought after when he had taken the shelter of Lord Ram’s holy 
Name. ] (5). 


(70) 





Holt welt Hea S UT AR He care | 

a Ware gaa ore 1 11 1 | 
wae? owas UY UT ane | 

aa wer papa Are whe) i211 
ware feet, GPT, wo NE | 

qa RA ma g A SA a aM 
WHA Aea we gn È| 

ag RAs q a gr gn MÈI 
WA A-de s s ANÈ 
Gener tary ware a ANÈ |151 

















Verse no. 70—[Note :- After pleading with his disciple to chant Ram's holy Name 
repeatedly, warning for the consequences of not doing so, pleading again citing opposite 
circumstances which are benefited by Lord's Name, Tulsidas finally and lovingly 
requests his disciple to chant the Name, and obtain the benefits that he will reap from it.] 

‘Oh my dear! If you pay heed to me and follow what I say (i.e. chant with full 
devotion and love the holy Name of Lord Ram), you would benefit and set to gain in all 
possible ways. (I'm telling this for your own good) (1). 

Lord Ram's holy Name is like a fire which removes the shiver of extreme cold. 
Kaliyug—which can deflect one's wisdom from the path of good—runs away out of fear 
on hearing this Name (2). 

Vairagya (renunciation), Yoga (meditation), and Tapa (austerity and penance) etc. 
would become effective and powerful by merely chanting or repeating the holy Name of 
Lord Ram. Even a jealous and malignant Brahma (the creator who writes destiny) would 
not be able to blame you for your evil deeds (i.e. all the accumulated results of your past 
bad deeds will be eliminated forthwith as soon as you start repeating the holy Name of 
Lord Ram) (3). 

If you eat s ‘Laddu’ (a ball-shaped sweet made of gram flour) made of Ram's holy 
Name which is soaked in the Amrit (a divine and sweet liquid that gives immortality; 
here meaning ‘honey’) of love and devotion, you shall get highest satisfaction for ever. 
Say, then you wouldn't have to wonder from house-to-house in search of peace. [“House 
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to house is a phrase meaning from one place to another, or from one source to another 
seeking peace, happiness, bliss and rest for the soul.] (4). 

Oh Tulsidas (addressing himself)! Ram's holy Name is like a Kalpa Tree. You 
will get whatever you ask of it, you will not be left wanting. [That is, the holy Name of 
the Lord will fulfill all your wants, both the ones pertaining to this world as well as the 
ones pertaining to the requirements of your soul—i.e. its need for emancipation and 
salvation, for peace and tranquility, for bliss and happiness. ] (5). 
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SECTION 3 


Hymns of Lord Ram 


In this Section no. 3 we shall read some of the eclectic divine Mantras or hymns of Lord 
Ram from a variety of sources. 

So, in Part 1 we shall read the Mantras of the Lord as they are mentioned in the ‘Ram 
Uttar Tapini Upanishad’ belonging to the Atharva Veda tradition. These Mantras appear 
in Canto 5 of this Upanishad. 

In Part 2 we shall read the 108 Mantras dedicated to Lord Ram as they appear in the 
Padma Puran. 

And in Part 3 we will be reading the Mantras from other sources which are in 
Sanskrit and attributed to many acclaimed devotees of Lord Ram. 


Section-3/Part-1 


The hymns of Lord Ram from the Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 4. 
There are a total of 47 verses in this hymn. This Upanishad belongs to the Atharva Veda 
tradition. 


2. 36 Oo STS: TW SOIT, a: HR ga yea: CTS À À T: | 


4/1. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is ‘Advaitya’—1.e. he is non-dual, without a parallel, is peerless and unique. 

He is the ‘Atma’ (or soul; the pure consciousness) that is an embodiment or a 
fount of ‘Param Anand’—i.e. he is the personified form of the eternal and ethereal 
cosmic Consciousness that is an image of supreme, pure and absolute bliss, beatitude and 
felicity. 

He is the most majestic, exalted, sublime and supreme transcendental Brahm 
personified. The three Lokas called Bhu (4), Bhuvaha (¥a:) and Swaha (=)! are nothing 
but the same divine Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/1). 


[Note—'These three letters are the primary words pronounced by the creator 
Brahma at the time of creation, and from them evolved or emerged the three 
worlds—.e. the terrestrial, the sky or the world above the earth, and the heaven. ] 
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2. 3 a a Shas: 8 aA asa wha: Mae SAAT AA: | 


4/2. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the supreme Atma or Soul (the pure cosmic Consciousness) which is eternal, 
uniform, universal, indivisible and immutable; it is a single entity that cannot be 
partitioned, fractioned and fractured in any way whatsoever. It is one unified whole. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord 
known as Sri Ramchandra (4/2). 


3.3 A a Ass: TaN as gard Pa: eS FAT AT: | 


4/3. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is a personified form of the Amrit (the ambrosia or elixir) of supreme and 
undiluted Anand (bliss, happiness, ecstasy, beatitude and felicity) that is associated with 
Brahm and Brahm-realisation. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/3). 


%. 3 A a STs: Fa Gee Ta ya: eS a À T: | 


4/4. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Tarak Brahm—i.e. he is the supreme Lord who can provide the creature 
with liberation and deliverance from this world and its never ending miseries and the 
cycle of birth and death. He is the supreme Lord who can provide the soul of the creature 
with emancipation and salvation. 
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The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/4). 


4. 3% a À AE: FEN aa gar fasted a: aa gSa: eres SF TAT 
ATA: | 


4/5. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the one who has revealed himself as the Trinity Gods known as Brahma (the 
creator), Vishnu (the sustainer) and Shiva (the concluder). [This is obviously true as these 
three Gods of the Trinity represent the Supreme Being performing three functions of 
creation, and Lord Ram is that Supreme Being. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/5). 


G. a Wo sss: Twa a ad aa: eT: Tee: TT wa: Ta À 
wat TA: | 


4/6. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

All the Vedas, their branches, all the Purans and other scriptures are nothing but the 
Lord revealed in their forms. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/6). 


v. a A 4 sas: 8 aM À ia we: erst À T T: | 
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4/7. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Lord who has revealed himself as the Jivatma or the living being. [The 
word ‘Jivatma or Jiva Atma’ refers to the living being. Jivatma is the cosmic 
consciousness that comes to live in a gross body, or assumes a form of a gross body. 
Since this gross body harbours the Atma or the pure cosmic consciousness inside it, it 
begins to show all the signs of life and vitality, hence called a ‘Jiva’—1.e. a living being. 
The otherwise inane and lifeless gross body has now become alive and active because of 
the presence of the Atma inside it, thereby giving it the unique honour of being a ‘Jiva 
Atma’. Since the Atma is an universal and unchanging entity that is Advaitya or non-dual 
by nature, and it is another name for the cosmic Consciousness known as Brahm that has 
manifested as Lord Ram, it follows that the Jiva Atma is also the Lord in this form.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/7). 


¢. 3% a À ATE: Foe ag ada fa: ETS STAT A | 


4/8. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

He is the Lord who resides in the bosom of all living beings as their Atma, the pure 
conscious soul, the cosmic Consciusness that resides in the subtle heart or the inner-self 
as the ‘true identity or the true self’ of the creature. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/8). 


8.3% A 4 Aas: Ta a cagerpafena ya: Meret st FAT AT: | 


4/9. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 
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All the Gods, the non-Gods called the Asurs, and the Humans—indeed, all of them 
are the same Lord Ram (or the supreme Brahm) revealed in their forms. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/9). 


20, 3 a A ATE: 8 TA À mAT: fa: eT A A T: | 


4/10. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram (in his cosmic form as Vishnu) who had revealed himself as 
incarnations of Lord Matsya! (the Fish incarnation of Vishnu) and Kurma? (the Tortoise 
incarnation of Vishnu). 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/10). 


[Note—'Matsya Avtaar or the Fish incarnation of Lord Vishnu—In this 
incarnation as a Fish or Matsya, which is the first of ten divine incarnations of 
Vishnu, the Lord is said to have saved Manu, the progenitor of mankind, and the 
Saptarishis (the seven mental sons of the creator Brahma) along with their wives 
during the dooms-day deluge. They were made to board a boat which was pulled 
by this Fish and saved from being drowned. They re-populated the world later on. 
It is a story identical to the Biblical story of the Noah’s Arc. 

*Kurma Avtaar or the Tortoise incarnation of Lord Vishnu—Kurma or 
Tortoise incarnation of Vishnu—lIt is the second incarnation of Vishnu. The Lord 
had supported the legendary Mountain called Mandara which had started sinking 
during the churning of the ocean by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, 
the elixir of eternal and life.] 


22. 3% A a Share: a maA ag mÀ ga: AÀ À T TA: | 


4/11. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 
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It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Pran’ or the vital life sustaining 
forces of creation. [The word ‘Pran’ literally means ‘life and consciousness’. The word is 
used to mean the vital winds in conventional terms of Yoga and Upanishads because the 
vital winds are said to regulate all the functions of the creature’s body. No living being 
can survive without the presence of air in this world. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/11). 


22. 3 a a Aas: E aA ASA aAa ysfa: eH STAT T: | 


4/12. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the four aspects of the inner-self of all 
living beings, called the ‘Antahakaran Chatusthaaye’. [The ‘Anthakaran’ is the inner self 
of the creature. It forms his subtle body. It has the following four components—Mana 
(mind), Buddhi (intellect), Chitta (the faculty of concentration, paying attention and 
memory; knowledge and sub-conscious), Ahankar (ego, pride, arrogance) and their 
attendant Vrittis (inherent character, traits, habits, inclinations and temperaments of a 
creature based on these basic components of the subtle body). That is, the basic nature of 
a person and the way he would react to a given circumstance, the way he would deal, 
behave and interact with the world, the way he would interpret things, the way he thinks, 
the things that would appeal to him and the things he would abhor, etc.—that is, the 
overall personality of the creature, all depends upon the mental setup tinged with the 
fundamental character traits that are firmly ingrained in him. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/12). 


23. 3% a a Share: 8 Ta as wat ata: eS STAT a | 


4/13. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Yam’. [The word ‘Yam’ has three 
connotations—(i) Yam is the God of death', and hence Lord Ram is the one who brings 
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about the conclusion of creation in the form of Yam. (ii) Yam is the God of Dharma—the 
deity who is responsible for implementation of the tenets of Dharma, or the eclectic 
principles of auspiciousness, righteousness, probity and propriety as well as nobility in 
thought and conduct. Hence, Lord Ram ensures that the tenets of Dharma are upheld in 
this creation. (iii) Yam also means self restraint and control over the sense organs. Hence, 
Lord Ram exemplifies these grand virtues of creation.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/13). 


gx. a T Ft See: FT Aare aa: eS STAT A: 


4/14. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the one who concludes this creation or brings it to an end, and is the 
only one who lasts even after the creation is concluded. [In other words, (i) Lord Ram is 
Lord Shiva personified, or Lord Shiva is none but Lord Ram in his role as the concluder 
of creation, and (ii) Lord Ram is the cosmic Consciousness or the supreme Brahm who is 
the only entity that survives the conclusion of creation, and from whom the next phase of 
creation starts. This is because Lord Ram as Brahm is infinite, eternal and imperishable 
cosmic Consciousness. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/14). 


Qu. 3% a a sas: 8 wa aa aes: meres À À T: | 


4/15. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the Mrityu or death. [In other words, the 
God of Death is a form that Lord Ram takes to bring about the conclusion of creation. 
That is why it has been said in the scriptures that a wise and enlightened man does not 
fear from death as he has developed a sufficiently holistic view of life in which he sees 
the Lord everywhere in every phase of creation—he sees his Lord equally in life as well 
as in death. | 
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The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/15). 


28. 3% a a Shas: 8 Ta aed fa: ers Ss aT A: | 


4/16. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Amrit’ or the ambrosia or elixir of 
life. He is the nectar of life, the vital force of life, the essence of life, the eternal source of 
life. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/16). 


Q0. a A a she: Fa a wane aa: eet STAT AA: 


4/17. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Panch Maha-Bhuts’, or the five 
principal elements of creation. [In other words, the five elements that constitute the basic 
backbone of creation have their value and importance because they are one of the many 
forms of the Supreme Being known as Ram. Or, Lord Ram has assumed five forms called 
the ‘Panch Bhuts’ in order to carry out different functions of this creation. The Panch 
Maha-bhuts are the sky or space, air or wind, fire or energy, water or elixir of life, and 
earth upon which the entire edifice of creation rests. The difference between ‘Five Bhuts’ 
and ‘Five Maha Bhuts’ is that the former refers to the above five elements at the 
microcosmic level of creation dealing with the individual creature, while the latter term is 
applied to the same elements when they are considered in their macrocosmic form. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/17). 
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gc. a a a AE: FT a: Bare fa: eT SAAT AA: | 


4/18. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the entire creation—both in its immobile 
form as well as in its mobile form. [The word ‘Sthaawar’ refers to something that does 
not move or show apparent signs of life—such as members of the plant kingdom and 
rocks, mountains etc., while the word ‘Jangam’ means those who are mobile and exhibit 
clear signs of life—such as the members of the animal kingdom. In other words, every 
single unit of creation is a form of the supreme Brahm who is known by another name as 
Ram. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/18). 


2%. 3% a a sats: 8 Ta À Tart ae: AAA À TÀ T: | 


4/19. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Panch Agnis”, the five divine forms 
of the sacred fire. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/19). 


[Note—'The five divine fires are the following—Garhyapatya’ 
(aretra—the fire of the household hearth), (b) ‘Dakshinagni’ (efamft4+— 
the fire used as a witness to making charities or any other religious 
festivity), (c) ‘Ahavaniya’ (aTatta—the fire to invoke the Gods during a 
ritualistic sacrifice), (d) ‘Sabhya’ (4*a—the fire of the Vedic period 
which was continuously lit) and (e) ‘Awasathya’ (ataazqa—the fire of 
the later Smriti period).] 


20, 3 T À ARTE: E aA a: Weed aa: eS STAT a | 
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4/20. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Sapta-Vyarihitis’', the five divine 
forms of subtle life. [The Vyarhitis were the first esoteric words uttered by Brahma, the 
creator, at the time of creation, and each of them metamorphosed as a world of its own.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/20). 


[Note—'The Vyahritis are the primary root words pronounced by the creator 
Brahma at the time of the beginning of creation and from which formed the 
nucleus around which the seven worlds formed. In other words, the rest of the 
creation was revealed from these primary sounds created by Brahma. 

The seven ‘Vyahritis’ are the words—(1) Bhu, (2) Bhuvaha, (3) Swaha, (4) 
Maha, (5) Janaha, (6) Tapaha, and (7) Satyam. ‘Bhu’ was the nucleus for earth, 
‘Bhuvaha’ for the sky above the earth, ‘Swaha’ for the space beyond the earth’s 
atmosphere and is generally meant for the heavens, ‘Maha’ stands for the greater 
heavens beyond the solar system, called the Maha-Loka where enlightened sages 
and seers are supposed to dwell (as opposed to earth where ordinary creatures 
including subterranean creatures would finally take up residence), “Tapaha’ was 
the place where exalted ascetics would to do penances and austerities, and 
‘Satyam’ was the truthful and ultimate abode where the ultimate and irrefutable 
supreme truthful entity which is the only Authority in creation resides. ] 


22. 32 A a share: wa ot fae fa: MS SOT AT | 


4/21. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as glorious virtue known as ‘Vidya —i.e. 
knowledge in all its forms. [Knowledge is the most important component of creation as 
even the basic functions of life depend upon knowledge. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/21). 
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4/22. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Saraswati’, the Goddess of knowledge, 
erudition, sagacity, skills and wisdom as well as the faculty of speech. [In other words, 
the sublime and grand virtues that are represented by this goddess are nothing but one of 
the numerous majestic and eclectic virtues of Lord Ram revealed in that divine form. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/22). 


[Note—'Saraswati—This is the Goddess who personifies the virtues of learning, 
wisdom, erudition, knowledge, expertise and skills of all kinds as well as all kinds 
of arts, crafts and sciences and all other bodies of knowledge that exist in this 
creation. Here it means that whatever knowledge that exists in this creation is a 
revelation of Lord Ram. The Lord is a personified form of all knowledge. ] 


23. a5 Ñ A ATE: a aA T S ga: aAA A À T: | 


4/23. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Laxmi’, the Goddess of wealth and 
prosperity. [In other words, it is Lord Ram in his cosmic role as the sustainer of creation 
assumed the form of goddess known as Laxmi so that he can provide the creature with 
material comfort and pleasures of life so that the creature is not put to undue 
inconvenience. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/23). 


[Note—'Laxmi is the Goddess of well being, majesty, wealth and prosperity. She 
is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu and represents the dynamism of the Lord that 
helps him to carry out the function of sutainance, development, growth, 
nourishment and protection of this vast and myriad creation. ] 
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2%. a a a Share: FTA aT Nt aa: eres ST a: 


4/24. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Gauri’, the Goddess who is the divine 
consort of Lord Shiva and considered as the Mother Goddess. [The Goddess Gauri is also 
known as Parvati who is regarded as the Mother of all other forms of goddesses. She is a 
personified form of Shakti, the cosmic dynamic powers and energy of the supreme 
Brahm by which the latter does anything. This Shakti is not different or separate from 
Brahm but only a manifestation of the latter’s cosmic dynamism, energy and powers. 
Since Lord Ram is none else but Brahm personified, it is said here that all the dynamisms 
and energies that are present in this creation, and all the Goddesses who are 
personifications of these grand virtues of Brahm, are actually the Lord himself playing 
out these roles in a secret form. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/24). 


Qu. 3% T À ATE: y a a SAA gga: AAA À À T: | 


4/25. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Janki’, the daughter of King Janak and 
his divine consort. [Janki is also known as Sita. She is an incarnation of Goddess Laxmi 
or Rama who is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu and a manifestation of Shakti in its 
macrocosmic form.]' 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/25). 


[Note—'Sita is the cosmic primordial primary energy and power called ‘Shakti’, 
which was responsible for setting in motion the process of creation, personified. 
She is the divine consort of Lord Ram who is none other than Lord Vishnu in a 
human form. ] 
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4/26. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the three legendary worlds, and hence is 
called the “Trilokya’. [The word “Trilokyam’ has two connotations—one is that the Lord 
is able to see everything in all the three worlds, that nothing is hidden or secret from him 
because he is omniscient and all-knowing as well as a resident in the inner-self of all the 
creatures as their Atma or soul, and two, that all the three worlds are his revelation, or 
that all the three phases of creation—viz. the past, the present and the future—are 
uniformly pervaded by the Lord who is the omnipresent and all-encompassing Supreme 
Being of creation. The three worlds are the terrestrial world, the lower heaven 
represented by the sky just above the surface of the earth, and the upper heavens 
represented by the deep recesses of the sky.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/26). 


29. 3 A a share: Fa as gat wha: erst ST A: 


4/27. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Surya’’, the Sun God in his subtle 
manifestation, and as the visible celestial Sun in his more visible form. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/27). 


[Note—'The Sun/Surya—The Sanskrit word for the Sun God or Aditya is Surya. 
This word has three connotations—viz. (i) Sarteha—one how moves. This refers 
to the Sun because it moves constantly moves across the sky. It also refers to the 
supreme cosmic Consciousness that makes all movement possible. (11) Sviryate— 
this means one who receives and accepts. This virtue refers to the fact that all 
offerings offered to the fire sacrifice are done in the presence of the Sun, and 
since the latter is the celestial cauldron of fire all the offerings are deemed to be 
offered to it. In another plane, it refers to the Jiva, the living being, who receives 
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stimuli from the world and then accepts them and deduces that the world from 
where they originate is real and true. (iii) Suvateha—meaning one who shines. 
This is very obvious in the case of the Sun. This virtue refers to the supreme Self 
or supreme Consciousness that is self-illuminated and self-effulgent. 

The Sun is the brightest, the most splendorous, the brilliantly radiant, the most 
majestic and grandest entity in the entire firmament. The whole length and 
breadth of the sky is lit with its light; all the objects present in the sky, visible or 
invisible, are illuminated by its light. It is the eternal and infinite celestial source 
of light, heat and energy; it inspires, fosters, sustains and protects life in this 
world; it is synonymous with and a metaphor for life in all its dimensions. Its 
splendour and radiance makes it an apt metaphor for knowledge, wisdom, 
erudition, sagacity and enlightenment. As an embodiment of this virtue of 
knowledge, wisdom, erudition and sagacity he has been held in high esteem and 
as the great teacher and preacher of eclectic knowledge pertaining to the 
philosophy expounded by the Upanishads. He had assumed the form of a horse 
and revealed the Shukla Yajur Veda to the great sage Yagyavalkya. He was also 
the teacher of Hanuman, said to be incarnate Wind God and Lord Shiva, and who 
was the great, most ardent and the wisest devotee of Lord Ram. ] 


2¢. a MF Shas: FTA aa a ysfa. Me STAT AA | 


4/28. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Som or Soma”. [The word ‘Som’ refers 
to the Moon God, while the word ‘Soma’ refers to a drink derived from the sap of a herb 
of the same name that is used as sanctified drink during fire sacrifices. It is white in 
colour. This drink is offered to the Gods as well as taken as sanctified drink by the 
participants of the rituals. It is said that Soma, the drink, is stored in Som, the celestial 
Moon, thereby giving the latter its name ‘Som’. It is the elixir that gives ecstasy and bliss 
to the Gods. In the present context it means that both the elixir of life known as Soma as 
well as the Moon God who is charged with its custody are actually the Supreme Being 
revealed in their forms. The Soma is the Supreme Being’s magnificent quality of giving 
happiness, joys, bliss and ecstasy, while the glorious Moon in the heaven represents the 
virtues of providing peace, tranquility, calmness and rest to the creature who is finding 
himself agitated and restless due to the continuous turmoil and the numerous torments 
and miseries of this existential world.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/28). 
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[Note—'The Som or the Moon God (also known as Chandrama)—He appears 
first in the Rig Veda, 10/85/19). He is the patron God of night. His origin is in the 
Mana (heart and mind; the emotions and thoughts) of the Parmatma or the 
supreme Lord (the Viraat Purush or Vishnu) (Yajur Veda, 31/12; Taiteriya 
Brahman, 3/10/8/5). His existence depends upon the Sun God. On the dark night, 
he is supposed to enter the Sun (Aiteriya Brahman, 8/28). Chandrama is 
synonymous with Som, the divine elixir and sanctified drink drunk during the 
religious sacrifices as it gives its drinker peace and a long life (Kaushatiki 
Brahman, 16/5; Aitertya Brahman, 7/11). He is the controller of seasons and 
months; he always changes so appear to be like a new born everyday. He gives 
peace and long life to the ‘Stota’, the chanter of hymns as prayers (Rig Veda, 
10/85/19).] 


28. 3% a a she: 8 aM a sear ata: ere SAT T: | 


4/29. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the different ‘Nakshatras’’ or stars and 
their constellations. [In other words, all the gross bodies in the heaven such as the 
numerous stars and their equally numerous clusters are one of the myriad forms of the 
supreme Lord known as Ram.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/29). 


[Note—'The Nakshatras—The word Nakshatra refers to the star or constellation 
(group or cluster of independent stars) that is present in the lunar mansion which 
is the 1/27" part of the path of the moon’s revolution around the earth. It 
represents 13.33 degrees of the sky. Since the sidereal revolution time of the 
moon is a little less than 27 days and 8 hours, the moon travels through one 
Nakshatra during the course of a day. The day is therefore named after the 
particular Nakshatra through which the moon is passing on a particular day 
according to the lunar calendar. The Nakshatras occupy a very important place in 
astronomical and astrological calculations. 

The Atharva Veda (14/7) and Maitraayaniya Sanhita (2/13/20) lists the names 
of twenty eight Nakshatras. These are the following—Ashvini, Bharani, Krittika, 
Rohini, Mrigshiras, Aardraa, Punarvasu, Pushya, Aashlesha, Maghaa, Purva- 
phaalguni, Uttar-phaalguni, Hastaa, Chitraa, Swaati, Vishaakhaa, Anuraadhaa, 
Jeyshthaa, Mulaa, Purva-aashaadha, Uttar-aashaadha, Shravanaa, Dhanisthaa, 
Shatabhisha, Purva-Bhaadra-padaa, Uttar-Bhaadra-padaa, and Revati. 
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The Purans however consider that the twenty seven Nakshatras are daughters 
of Daksha Prajapti and married to the Moon God called Chandra. 

The Nakshatras are related to the twelve Zodiac signs called the Raashis. The 
Nakshatras are further classified as males and females, as well as benevolent ones 
and malevolent ones depending upon their positive or negative impact on the 
creature. | 


30, 3% a a ase: 8 aM a a taser Pa: aT STAT a: 


4/30. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Nava Grahas’’ or nine Grahas or 
planets. [In other words, all the planets in the heaven are one of the numerous forms of 
the supreme Lord known as Ram. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/30). 


[Note—'The Nava-Grahas or nine planets—The Navgrahas are the following— 
Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Rahu and Ketu. 

According to some texts, there are only eight Grahas or Astha Grahas because 
they treat the last two, ic. Rahu and Ketu, as one entity. Refer Atharvashir 
Upanishad of Atharva Veda tradition, Kandika 2, verse no. 9. This Upanishad is 
in honour of Lord Rudra as another name of Brahm, and says that Rudra is a 
personification of the eight Grahas. 

The Vishnu Puran, section 2, canto 12, verse no. 1-28 describes the Grahas 
and their divine chariots and their horses. ] 


32. 3% a Shae: FTA A ASST Clete gSa: eT a À T: | 


4/31. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eight Lokpaals”’. [The word 
‘Lokpaal’ means one who takes care of the world. Obviously, this role is played by 
Vishnu amongst the Trinity Gods. It is Vishnu who has incarnated as Lord Ram, so the 
similarity is evident. Here the implication is that the it is Lord Ram or Lord Vishnu who 
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has manifested himself as the eight Lokpaals to take care of the eight directions of the 
gross world.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/32). 


[Note--'The eight Lokpals are the custodians of the eight directions of the world. 
They are represented by the following— (i) Indra (the king of Gods), (ii) Agni 
(the Fire God), (iii) Yam (the Death God; also called Dharma Raj because he 
upholds righteousness and nobility of thoughts and conducts), (iv) Niriti (the God 
who controls death due to sins and evil tendencies as opposed to Yam who judges 
the destiny of those who die depending upon the content of righteousness and 
probity element in their earlier life), (v) Varun (the Water God), (vi) Vayu (the 
Wind God), (vii) Kuber (the treasurer of Gods), and (viii) Ish (Lord Shiva). 
Though Brahma (the creator) and Anant (Vishnu or Sheshnath, the legendary 
hooded serpent on whom Vishnu reclines in the cosmic ocean called Kshir Sagar) 
are also considered guardians of the world and are listed as the last two amongst 
the ten Digpals, but the above eight Gods are regarded as the Lokpals.] 


32. 3% a a arse: 8 aM A ast aaa wea: ETS a TAT T: | 


4/32. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eight Vasus’’. [The Vasus are the 
Nature’s gift to creature. They were the natural assets formed by the supreme Brahm so 
as to make life feasible and convenient in creation. In other words, the supreme Brahm 
who is also known as Lord Ram not only created this world but ensured that it is well 
provided for and its basic needs are taken care of by manifesting himself in the form of 
these eight primary requirements of life. This is the reason why one of the names of 
Vishnu is “Vasudeo’—the Lord of Vasus. It ought to be noted here that Lord Ram is an 
incarnation of Vishnu or Vasudeo. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/32). 


ls 


[Note—'The eight Vasus—These Vasus are the various patron Gods who preside 
over the essential elements of life. They are eight in number as follows—Vishnu 
who is the sustainer, Shiva who is the annihilator, Kuber who is the treasurer of 
the wealth of the Gods, the Sun, Water, Fire, Wealth represented by gems and 
gold, and ‘Ray’ representing glory and fame. The element ‘Fire’ is the most 
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potent, prominent and essential force in creation, because without fire the world 
would freeze to death. Hence, the Fire-God is said to be the chief amongst the 
Vasus. 

The Vasus are symbolic Gods who represent those essentials aspects of 
creation without which life would be difficult to conceive and sustain and finally 
conclude. ] 


33. 3% a 4 arse: 8 a a ores tal a: TH FTA AT: 


4/33. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘eleven Rudras’’. [The word ‘Rudra’ 
means angry, and it is one of the names of Lord Shiva, the concluder of creation and the 
third of the Trinity Gods. In other words, Lord Ram had assumed the form of Rudra or 
Shiva in order to bring this creation to conclusion. Refer verse no. 4/5 and 4/15.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/33). 


[Note—'The eleven Rudras—Rudra is the angry form of Lord Shiva. The word 
means ‘the terrible one; the angry and ruthless one; one who roars and thunders; 
one who makes the enemy weep; one who destroys this trans-migratory world of 
birth and death; one who destroys ignorance and delusions; one who eliminates 
evil and perversions.’ 

Rudra is regarded as the father of Marut, the Wind God (Rig Veda, 2/33/1). 
Rudra assumes many forms—usually it is eleven forms (Taitteriya Sanhita, 
3/4/9/7), but sometimes they are also said to be thirty-three in number (Taitteriya 
Sanhita, 1/4/11/1). Rudra is regarded as having a close relationship with Agni, the 
Fire God (Shatpath Brahman, 5/2/4/13). The Padma Puran, Swargakhanda, 
Chapter 8 mentions only eight Rudras. These eight, eleven or thirty-three forms of 
Rudra might mean as many aspects of Shiva. 

However, in terms of the Upanishads, the eleven Rudras stand for the ten vital 
winds called Prans + one Mana or mind. The ten Prans are five chief Prans such 
as Pran (breath), Apaan, Samaan, Udaan and Vyan, and five subsidiary Prans such 
as Nag, Kurma, Krikar, Devdutta and Dhananjay. Refer—Trishikhi Brahmin 
Upanishad, Canto 2, verse nos. 77-87 of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition; Dhyan 
Bindu Upanishad, verse nos. 55"-57 of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition. 

According to the epic Mahabharata, Anushasanparva, Chapter 14, it is Shiva 
in the form of Rudra who destroys this creation at the end of one cycle of 
creation. 
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The eleven Rudras are the various manifestations of Lord Shiva. They are the 
following:--(i) Mannu (4%), (ii) Manu (49), (iii) Mahinas (afer), (iv) Mahaan 
(Hem), (v) Shiva (fra), (vi) Ritdwaj (ets), (vii) Ugrareta (Sra), (viii) Bhav (7a), 
(ix) Kaal (+), (x) Vamdeo (amea), and (xi) Dhritvrat (gaa7).] 


3%. a X A RTE: a aA À aessa gia: AAA À TÀ T: | 


4/34. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘twelve Adityas”’. [The Aditya is the 
Sun God, and is regarded as the most potent and powerful evidence of the existence of 
the Supreme Being. Refer verse no. 4/27. This verse means that it is Lord Ram as the 
Supreme Being who has not only revealed himself as the Sun God but also keeps the 
celestial Sun burning and sustaining life in this world. The entire solar system revolves 
around the Sun, implying that the entire wheel of creation is centered on Lord Ram. The 
Lord is like the central axis around which the wheel spins. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/34). 


[Note—'The twelve Adityas— The twelve Adityas—(a) According to mythology, 
there are said to be twelve Adityas which are simply as many forms of the Sun 
God. These are the revelations of Brahm in the form of the Sun to carry out the 
following functions of creation—(a) take care of the world (Rig Veda, 2/27/4); (b) 
are like the heads (Taiteriya Brahman, 1/2/3/3) and eyes (Jaimini, Uttar. 2/1/2/3) 
of all the creatures. 

These twelve Adityas appear first in the Rig Veda 1/41/4-6 and 2/27. They are 
the sons of Aditi, the mother of Gods (Atharva Veda, 8/9/21). They are the 
following—the eight Vasus + Indra + Sun + Vishnu + Shiva = twelve in number. ] 


34, 3 a a Shae: Fa ae yd wet afar fa: TS SA A 


4/35. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself in all the dimensions of time and space— 
the past, the present and the future. In other words, there is not a single moment when 
Lord Ram as the cosmic Consciousness is not present in this world. [This implies that 
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though the Lord’s worldly sojourn had ended when he left this earth for his heavenly 
abode as described in all the Purans and the epic Ramayana as well as in the Ram Purva 
Tapini Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 9, he continuous to live amongst us at each moment 
of our lives.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/35). 


3G. 3 a a aha: FTN Aastha fare wa: meet A 


qH: | 


4/36. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram, in his form as the Viraat Purush', who pervades uniformly 
throughout this universe and encloses it from all sides. He is present inside as well as 
outside this creation, being all-pervading, omnipresent and all-encompassing. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/36). 


[Note—'The Viraat Purush—The Viraat Purush, according to metaphysics, is the 
gross body of the creation and it is this body which is the source from which the 
rest of the cosmos was moulded or created or manifested. That is, the entire 
creation, both visible and invisible, is a manifested or revealed form of this Viraat 
Purush. Another word for the Viraat Purush is the Supreme Being who is all- 
encompassing and all-pervading. ] 


3. 3 a a aE: 8 aA À Rua wie: mest A Fa AT: | 


4/37. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who had revealed himself as the Hiranyagarbha’. [The 
‘Hiranyagarbha’ is the cosmic egg from which the rest of the creation, including the 
Viraat Purush referred in verse no. 4/36 above, have emerged. It is the sum total of all 
subtle bodies of creation at the macrocosmic level of creation. Another name of 
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Hiranyagarbha is ‘Brahma the creator’. In other words, it is Lord Ram who is none else 
but the supreme transcendental Brahm personified, and it is from him that both the 
cosmic egg known as Hiranyagarbha at the most subtle level of creation, and a more 
grosser form of it known as Brahma the creator had emerged at the very initial stages of 
creation. | 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/37). 


[Note—'Hiranyagarbha—The Hiranyagarbha is the macrocosmic subtle body of 
Brahm, the Supreme Being, so called because it is akin to the cosmic golden egg 
lying in the womb of Brahm from which emerged the Viraat Purush, the gross 
body of Brahm at the macrocosmic level of creation. The word Hiranyagarbha has 
two components—‘Hiranya’ meaning yellow, and ‘Garbha’ meaning the womb. 
Hiranyagarbha was the primordial cosmic fertilised egg, deriving its name from 
the fact that its yolk core was yellow and glowing with an incandescent light like 
the one radiating out from the splendorous Sun in the sky, called the Maartand. 

The concepts of Viraat and Hiranyagarbha are inter-related as the latter refers 
to the subtle body of Brahm and the former refers to the gross body of Brahm at 
the macrocosmic level of creation. They have their origin in the supreme Brahm 
called ‘Adi-Narayan’. This concept has been elaborately explained in the 
Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 2, paragraph nos. 
9-12, and Canto 3, paragraph nos. 7-14 in the context of genesis of creation.] 


32. 3% Wa ARTE: 8 aM ot sefa ae: eet So aT A: 


4/38. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘Prakriti!’. [The word ‘Prakriti’ 
refers to Nature in its macrocosmic dimension. This Prakriti forms the primary nature of 
the individual creature. It is the driving force that impels the creature to do something in a 
particular way and also decides his natural habits, temperaments, tendencies, desires and 
aversions etc. At the cosmic level, it is the womb in which the entire creation conceived 
by the Supreme Being was nourished and developed till it took its shape in the form of 
the visible world. Hence, this verse means that it is Lord Ram playing out his cosmic role 
as the Mother who would nourish the creation in her cosmic womb as well as give the 
would-be creation its characteristic personality by shaping its nature, inclinations, 
temperaments, desires and aversions, its Vasanas (passions) and Vrittis (natural 
tendencies) etc.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 
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I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/38). 


[Note—'PrakritiThe word Prakriti basically means ‘nature’ with all its 
connotations. The Chambers dictionary defines it as the power that creates and 
regulates the world; the power of growth; the established order of things; the 
cosmos; the external world especially that untouched by man; the inherent 
qualities in anything that makes it what it is; the essence; the being; the 
constitution; a kind or order; naturalness; normal feeling; conformity to truth or 
reality; the inborn mind; the character, instinct or disposition; the vital power; the 
course of life; the nakedness of truth; the primitive undomesticated condition; the 
strength or substance of anything; a deity personifying some force of physical 
nature. 

Sir Monier Monier- Williams, in his encyclopedic Sanskrit-English dictionary, 
describes it thus—‘making or placing before or at first’. 

According to the Purans, this Prakriti or Nature has been personified as 
different Goddesses, while Brahm has been known as Viraat Purush in the 
terminology of Vedanta or the Upanishads, and Vishnu in the Purans. The Shakti 
is the female aspect of Purush, and is considered as inseparable from him; in fact 
they are two halves of the same Brahm. In order to create, Brahm revealed 
himself in these two primary forces—the ‘Purush’ and the ‘Prakriti? which 
revealed themselves as the Universe. 

According to Sankhya Shastra, Prakriti is the original producer of the material 
world.] 


38. a A a Ass: TaN asst Pia: ers STAT TA: | 


4/39. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ʻOM or Omkar”. [OM is the 
monosyllabic word standing for Brahm. Everything that exists is said to be incorporated 
in this single word. It is the Tarak Mantra as well. Hence, this verse implies that OM 
refers to Lord Ram as much as it is meant to refer to Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness. 
OM and the RAM are synonymous words—refer Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2- 
3; and Ram Uttar Tapini Upanshad, Canto 2, verse nos. 1-2; Canto 3, verse nos. 1-4 and 
the first half of verse no. 5.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/39). 
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[Note—'OM—It is the ethereal Mantra dedicated to the supreme Brahm, the 
Supreme Being. It is the primary cosmic ‘sound’ from which the rest of the 
creation evolved as it provided the basic energy needed to start the process of 
change in the cosmic ether by stirring the stagnant gel at the beginning of the 
process of creation. It is OM that is revealed in the form of all knowledge and 
their encrypted form as the Vedas and other scriptures. It is the Beej Mantra or the 
seed Mantra of Brahm and the word by which the supreme transcendental Brahm 
is known and identified. The three letters of OM, viz. A, U and M, are said to be 
representative of the three phases of creation—i.e. ‘A’ stands for the beginning of 
creation, ‘U’ for its development and expansion, and ‘M’ for its conclusion. The 
three letters of the name of Lord Ram—viz. R, A and M correspond to these three 
letters, and by extension to the three primary phases in creation as outlined 
above. | 


¥o. 3% ao arate: 8 wa ascends yf: AA Saar AA: | 


4/40. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as the ‘four Ardha Maatraas’. [In other 
words, Lord Ram represents the four ‘Ardha Maatraas’. The Ardha Maatraas are the half- 
syllables used in Sanskrit language, and are placed above, below, before and after an 
alphabet to give it a proper sound. This helps the concerned alphabet to acquire a proper 
form and gives a meaning to the word of which the alphabet with its Ardha Maatraas is a 
constituent part. This personification of Sri Ram as Ardha Maatraas symbolises the fact 
that without him the creation loses it meaning, glory and existence even as a word loses 
its meaning and impact without the alphabets having proper Ardha Maatraas.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/40). 


[Note—'The Ardha Maatraas—In the context of OM, the Ardha Maatraa refers 
to a half-syllable placed at the end of the third letter ‘M’ of OM in the form of a 
‘Halant’ or a mark of a oblique line placed below M. In the symbol of OM, it is 
represented by a horizontal ‘S’ sign placed to the right groove of the symbol 
which represents the long vowel sound of ‘Ooo’ in Sanskrit (like in boot). 
Normally, the letter ‘M’ of the word OM is to be hummed in a prolonged sound 
stretching into infinity. But since it is not done and the worshipper becomes silent, 
it is called ‘half Maatraa’ or half syllable. It is tantamount to conclusion of the 
word OM, and since OM is envisioned as representing the whole gamut of 
creation, this Ardha Maatraa is symbolic of conclusion of creation. That is why it 
is accompanied by the universal fire of destruction called the Samvartak Agni. 
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The Atharva-shikha Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Kandika 1 
says that the Ardha Maatraa of OM represents the Moon God, the Mantras of the 
Atharva Veda, the Maruts (the Wind God), the Viraat Chanda and the Samvartak 
Agni. It is the fourth leg or Paad of Brahm and follows the third letter ‘M’ of OM. 

The Tripadvibhut Maha-Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 7, 
paragraph no. 68 says that Lord Vishnu represents the Ardha Maatraa. ] 


X. a T A ATE: WT aa Teen yfa: eae a aT TA: | 


4/41. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who is a personification of the Supreme Being called the ‘Param 
Purush’. [The word ‘Param’ means ‘supreme and transcendental’, while “Purush’ means 
a ‘male’. Hence, the phrase “Param Purush’ refers to the supreme, transcendental 
macrocosmic form of the Male aspect of Nature; the supreme Lord of creation; the Viraat 
Purush in his most subtle and sublime cosmic form known as the Adi-Narayan or Maha- 
Vishnu that exists beyond the known world. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/41). 


¥%. 3 Ñ À RTE: A A I RÀ fa: aAA A À T: | 


4/42. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Maheshwar’—the great Lord or the 
great Ishwar. [The word ‘Mahesh’ usually refers to Lord Shiva as he is regarded as the 
most wise and enlightened God in creation. The fact that Lord Shiva—or Maheshwar—is 
none else but Lord Ram in his form is also affirmed in verse no. 4/5 and 4/43. The word 
also means that Lord Ram is the Lord of all the Gods. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/42). 
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4/43. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

It is Lord Ram who has revealed himself as ‘Mahadev’—the great God. [The word 
‘Mahadev’ is conventionally used for Lord Shiva as he is regarded as the senior most 
God amongst all the Gods because of his high degree of wisdom, erudition and 
enlightenment. Hence, this verse implies that it is Lord Ram himself who has manifested 
as Lord Shiva, the Lord known as Mahadev. Refer verse no. 4/5 and 4/42. The word also 
means that Lord Ram is the great God or Deva who is the senior most God amongst all 
the Gods. ] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/43). 


4%. 3 AF SOT: TOWER F a TH WTad ageara Fafa: erst A 
AA: | 


4/44. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is honoured and worshipped by the same twelve-lettered Mantra which 
is deemed fit and worthy to be used for honouring and worshipping the great Lord Maha- 
Vishnu, the Supreme Being. This eclectic Mantra is ‘OM Namo Bhagwate Vashu 
Devaye’ (3% 4Ht wad argeara). [This shows that Lord Ram and Lord Maha-Vishnu are the 
same divine entity. It is in accordance to the eclectic philosophy of Advaitya Vedanta or 
the principle of non-duality. Refer also to verse no. 4/5.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/44). 


“4. 3% Oa Shas: Fa a: Wee fa: eS À TÀ T: | 


4/45. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 
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Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the ‘Parmatma’ or the supreme Atma or the supreme Lord God of 
creation. Refer also to verse no. 4/1-4, 4/7-8, 4/36.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/45). 


Xss. a A a STs: FER at aren aa: BAA À À T: | 


4/46. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is the ‘Gyan-Atma’—i.e. he is the personification of the pure 
Consciousness that is deemed to be knowledgeable, enlightened, wise, omniscient, all- 
knowing, sagacious and erudite. In other words, ignorance and delusions do not come 
within earshot of Lord Ram. This stanza might also be interpreted as to mean that Lord 
Ram is a personified form of Gyan (knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment) as well as 
Atma (pure consciousness and the ‘true self’ of all the living beings. Hence, Lord Ram is 
Truth personified as Gyan and Atma are truthful. Refer verse no. 4/6, 4/8, 4/21-22.] 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/46). 


49. 3 Ñ A ARTE: a AA T: aeaa gSa: aA A TAT AA: | 


4/47. OM salutations (or salutations to the supreme Brahm)! The most divine Lord Sri 
Ramchandra is none but the supreme transcendental Brahm (or the Supreme Being), who 
is addressed by the ethereal Mantra ‘OM’, himself personified. 

Indeed, he is ‘Bhagwan’ (the Lord God, the Supreme Being, the supreme 
transcendental Brahm) himself personified. 

Lord Ram is a personification of the virtues of ‘Sat, Chit and Anand’—i.e. he is 
truthfulness, consciousness and blissfulness personified. 

The three Lokas called Bhu, Bhuvaha and Swaha are nothing but the same divine 
Lord revealed in those forms. 

I most reverentially and repeatedly bow before such a great and divine Lord known 
as Sri Ramchandra (4/47). 
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Section-3/Part-2 


In this Part 2 of Section 3 of our book, we shall read the divine 108 glorious holy and 
divine Names of Lord Ram as they were pronounced by Lord Shiva. There are two 
ancient scriptures where these names are enumerated—one is the Padma Puran, Uttar 
Khand, Canto 281, verse nos. 30-48, and the other is the Anand Ramayan, Purva Kand, 
Canto 6, verse nos. 32-51. We shall read both of them for their magnificence, beauty, 
spiritual rewards and our knowledge of the divinity of Lord Ram who was none else but 
the Supreme Being himself manifested in his human form. 

First we shall read the hymns of the Padma Puran, and then those of the Anand 
Ramayan. 

At the end of this section we shall see the significance of the figure ‘108’. 


108 Divine Names of Lord Ram according to the Padma Puran 


Lord Ram’s great 108 Names are enumerated in the Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, Canto 
281, verse nos. 30-48. They were pronounced by Lord Shiva for the benefit of his divine 
consort goddess Parvati. 

It so happened that once Lord Shiva invited goddess Parvati (pronounced as Paar- 
vati) to share their meal together on the summit of Mt. Kailash, which is the abode of 
Lord Shiva on earth. Parvati replied that she would eat only after she had paid her 
obeisance to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, by using the Lord’s one thousand divine 
Names. At this, Lord Shiva told her—‘You are really blessed that you have so much 
devotion for Lord Vishnu. But I depend on Lord Ram’s holy and divine Name ‘Ram’ for 
all my spiritual purposes, and for me this single name “Ram” is equivalent to thousands of 
Lord Vishnu. So oh goddess, you can take this single name ‘Ram’ and feel rest assured 
that you would have taken the thousand holy and divine names of Lord Vishnu. Thus, say 
‘Ram’ and come to share the meal with me.’ 

Parvati obeyed her husband’s orders because she knew very well that there was 
no one more enlightened and wise than Lord Shiva in this creation, so he must be correct. 
After meals, she said to Shiva—‘Oh Lord. You have said that the single name of Lord 
Ram, i.e. ‘Ram’, is equivalent to thousands of names of Lord Vishnu. This has aroused 
great faith in the holy name ‘Ram’ in me, and I wonder that if a single name is so 
powerful and profound, what would be the potential of other names of Lord Ram if one 
were to take all of them. It boggles my mind, and I am very eager to know the other holy 
names of the Lord. So Lord, if there are other such great names of the Lord, please tell 
me about them.’ 

Shiva replied—‘Alright. I shall tell you the other names of Lord Ram. Indeed, all 
the countless divine names of the Supreme Being as narrated in the Vedas as well as 
traditionally known by this world are different variations of the holy name of Lord Ram. 
Lord Ram also has one thousand names, but out of them there are one hundred eight 
names which have greater importance and are considered prominent. Even as each single 
name of Lord Vishnu has more divinity, blessedness and holiness than all the hymns of 
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the Vedas put together, the single name ‘Ram’ of Lord Ram is regarded as being 
equivalent to thousands of holy names and hymns. 

Oh Parvati! More powerful spiritual benefits are obtainable by doing Japa 
(repetition) of one single name ‘Ram’ than chanting all the hymns of the Vedas or 
repeating so many other names of different forms of the Supreme Being. 

That said and done, now let me tell you (Parvati) the one hundred eight divine and 
holy names of Lord Ram which have been sung by great sages and seers. 


3% ARTA WHIT WATE Vad: | We: AAA Wes TITRA: I 2 


Line no. 1 = 3% shat (1) ‘OM Sri Ramo’—Salutations to Lord Ram who is the Supreme 
Being represented by the divine cosmic word OM. Lord Ram is the Lord God who is 
invoked by great sages and ascetics when they do meditation using this Mantra ‘OM’. 
mmaa (2) “Ramchandrascha’—Lord Ram is as beautiful, comforting, enchanting and 
soothing as the full Moon (Chandra). [Again, since the Moon is regarded as a heavenly 
pitcher of Amrit, the ambrosia of eternity and bliss, Lord Ram also provides the same 
benefits to his devotees and followers. ] 

wasa (3) ‘Ram Bhadrascha’—The gentleman Lord Ram is extremely polite, 
courteous, affable and amiable. 

wad: | (4) ‘Shaashwat’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is eternal, truthful and universal. 

mien: (5) ‘Rajiv Lochan’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has eyes which are like the lotus 
flower. [Lord Ram’s eyes are as beauteous as the lotus flower. ] 

sr wA (6) ‘Srimaan Raajendro’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is endowed with all the 
grandeur, majesty, magnificence, authority, power and dignity that befits an Emperor. 
The Lord is an Emperor amongst Kings. 

4ga: 1! (7) “Raghu-pungav’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the best in the race of kings of the 
Raghu dynasty (who ruled over the ancient kingdom of Ayodhya). 


amra sat frafaar sarés: | faaftafiar at: MUSA: 2 


Line no. 2 = smara (8) ‘Jaanki-Vallabho’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is most dear to Sita, 
known as ‘Janki’, the daughter of king Janak. [Sita, also known as Janki, was the divine 
consort of Lord Ram. She is known as ‘Jaanki’ or ‘Janki’ because she was the daughter 
of king Janak. ‘Janki’ = the daughter of Janak; Sita; “Vallabho’ = one who is very dear; a 
husband. ] 

sat (9) ‘Jaitro-—The Lord (Sri Ram) is always victorious and invincible. 

Fa (10) ‘Jitaa-mitro-—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a friendly conqueror. [The word 
implies that the Lord is not a ruthless, tyrannical and merciless conqueror who likes to 
spill blood of enemies. He is ‘friendly’ in the sense that if the opponent of the Lord 
pleads for mercy, the Lord goes all out to forgive him and accept him as one of his own 
subjects. ‘Jita’ = to win; ‘Mitra’ = a friend. ‘A-mitra’ = one who is not friendly. ] 
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amd: | (11) ‘Janaardan’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is merciful, benevolent, kind and 
gracious to all his subjects (i.e. the creatures of the world). He pays attention to their 
prayers and listens to them all compassionately. [“Jan’ = the subjects of a king’s realm; 
dependants; ‘Aardan’ = one who gives succour and relief from, or eliminates agonies, 
miseries and problems. 

feaftafrat (12) ‘Vishwamitra-priyo’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to sage Vishwamitra; 
or the Lord who is a friend (‘Mitra’) of the whole world (‘Vishwa’). [Sage Vishwamitra 
was the one whose fire sacrifice was protected by the Lord from being defiled by the 
demons. The Lord was very dear to the sage, and it was this sage who was instrumental 
in the Lord’s marriage with Sita at Janakpur. ] 

am: (13) ‘Daanta’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has exemplary self-control or self-restraint over 
his sense organs. [There are said to be ten sense organs—five of perception and five of 
action. The five sense organs of perception are eyes which see, nose which smells, ears 
which hear, tongue which tastes, and skin which feels. The five sense organs of action are 
the hands which receive things and do deeds, the legs which take one to his destination, 
the mouth which helps one to speak and eat and drink, the excretory which help to 
eliminate waste from the body, and the genitals which help to give pleasure as well as to 
reproduce. The mind is also sometimes regarded as one of the subtle aspects of the sense 
organs because it is the mind that controls everything. Hence, Lord Sri Ram has control 
over all of them.] 

waa: || (14) ‘Sharanya-traan-tatpar’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is always eager to and 
engaged in giving protection to those who have taken refuge or shelter with him. 
[‘Sharanya’ = to take shelter and refuge with someone, seeking his protection; “Traan’ = 
to remove or provide relief from torments, grief, pain and miseries; to grant protection, 
shelter, relief, security etc.; “Tatpar’ = to be eager, diligent, ever-ready and careful to do 
something. ] 


Sours aA Utah MAAA: | Asad AHS: Tel SIACIAa: 11 3 


Line no. 3 = afeyazt (15) ‘Vaali-pramathano’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed 
(‘Pramathan’) the monkey named Vaali. [Vaali was the elder brother of Sugriv and the 
king of the monkey race. He had thrashed his younger brother Sugriv due to some 
misunderstanding and threw him out of the kingdom, thereby usurping his share and right 
to the throne of Kishkindha, the capital of the kingdom of monkeys. Not only this, Vaali 
had also kept Sugriv’s lawful wife as his mistress, a deed which is totally unethical. Lord 
Ram had slayed Vaali when Sugriv complained of the injustice that was done to him by 
his own brother. ‘Pramathan’ = to stir, churn, kill, destroy.] 

art (16) ‘Vaagmi’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an expert orator, speaker and preacher; he is 
an expert with the use of words; his voice and speech are both pleasant and fit for the 
occasion. [It implies that Lord Ram is highly erudite, learned, wise and scholarly because 
he has to speak articulately and in a convincing manner. ‘Vaagmi’ also means that the 
Lord personifies the glorious virtues of knowledge, erudition and wisdom embodied in 
the form of goddess Saraswati, the patron goddess of these virtues. Lord Ram, being the 
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Supreme Being, inspires goddess Saraswati to bless great souls of this creation with the 
grand virtues of wisdom, erudition and knowledge, which are then passed on by them for 
the benefit of the rest of this creation by expressing themselves with the help of wise 
words of wisdom. ‘Vaak’ = speech. “Vaagmi’ = eloquent, learned, well-spoken, wise in 
expression. | 

aaa (17) ‘Satya-vaak’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is always truthful, and he always speaks 
the truth. [‘Satya’ = truth, truthfulness; ‘Vaak’ = words, speech. ] 

aaf: | (18) ‘Satya-vikram’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is truly heroic, strong, 
invincible, powerful, valorous and valiant. (b) The Lord is truly a strong, powerful and 
invincible warrior. (c) The Lord is strong and powerful and effective in upholding the 
virtues of Truth, and he forcefully, authoritatively and powerfully enforces the principles 
of Truth. He is always successful in doing it; he cannot be defeated in this (upholding 
Truth). [“Vikram’ = heroic, having valour, valiant, possessing prowess, strength; to be 
excellent and best in any field, especially that which requires strength and valour.] 

waad (19) ‘Satya-vrato’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is steadfast in upholding the vows and 
the principles of ‘truthfulness’. The Lord not only resolutely follows the doctrine of Truth 
himself but has also taken the vow or has promised to ensure its enforcement in this 
creation. [‘Vrat’ = vow, promise, determination, resolution. ] 

FT: (20) ‘Vrat-phal’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the auspicious reward got by 
doing all sorts of austerities, observing strict codes of conduct, and diligently following 
the laws of virtuousness, righteousness and probity. (b) The Lord is attained by doing 
these religious duties and keeping auspicious vows. [‘Vrat’?’ = vow, resolution, 
observation of religious duties and sacraments, undertaking austerities and undergoing 
suffering for some religious and noble cause. ‘Phal’ = fruit, reward, result, consequence. ] 

aa egaa: || (21) ‘Sadaa Hanumadaa-sraya’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is a constant 
source of support and succour for Hanuman. (b) Hanuman always finds his constant 
succour and eternal refuge with the Lord (Sri Ram). [Hanuman was Lord Ram’s greatest 
devotee, and he was instrumental in the Lord’s victory over the demons at Lanka and 
recovery of Sita from the clutches of the demon king Ravana. Though depicted as being a 
monkey like the other companions of the Lord in the forest and his army, Hanuman was 
an exceptional case—he was very learned and wise. He spoke fluent Sanskrit, the 
classical language of ancient India at the time of his first meeting with Lord Ram at the 
foot of Mt. Rishyamook where the Lord had gone wandering in the search of Sita. 
Hanuman was the one who had made Sugriv and Lord Ram friends, he was the one who 
was chosen to go across the ocean to Lanka in search of Sita, he was the first messenger 
of the Lord who had settled scores with the demons in a token way by burning the city of 
Lanka and bringing the demon army to its heels, he was the one who had brought the 
herbs which helped revive Laxman, the younger brother of Lord Ram, when he fell 
unconscious in the battle at Lanka, and he was the one who had played a pivotal role in 
the Lord’s final victory over the demons. On more than one occasion, Lord Ram has 
himself praised Hanuman and said that he will never be able to repay his debts and 
obligations. ‘Sadaa’ = always; ‘Hanumad’ = pertaining or related to Hanuman; “Aasray’ 
= refuge, shelter, support, help, something or someone to fall back upon in distress and 
emergencies when one has no other means left. ] 
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Line no. 4 = PNT: (22) ‘Kausalyeya’—The Lord (Sri Ram) became a son of 
Kaushalya. [The reading of this verse shows that there is an element of wonder that the 
Supreme Being, the Supreme Lord of creation who is formless, without attributes, 
almighty, all-pervading and all-encompassing, should become a son of a human queen 
known as Kaushalya. The reason is that she had done severe penance in her previous life 
as Satrupa, who was the chaste wife Manu, the first male human being. Satrupa and 
Manu had both requested Lord Vishnu, the cosmic form of the Supreme Being which 
revealed himself before the couple, that they wished to have the Lord as their son. It was 
due to this boon that the Lord had granted to them at that time that he took birth as the 
son of Kaushalya, the chief queen of king Dasrath who was Manu in his previous life.] 
weet (23) ‘Khar-dhwansi’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had crushed (vanquished, killed) the 
demon named Khar. [This incident happened in the forest known as Panchvati. A 
demoness known by the name of Supernakha got so infatuated at the beauty of Lord Ram 
that she assumed the form of a bewitching beauty and proposed marriage to Lord Ram. 
The all-knowing Lord saw her deceit, and had got her nose and ears chopped-off as a 
punishment. This enraged her brothers Khar and Dushan. The two demons gathered a 
huge army and rushed to avenge their sister’s deformation. It was in the ensuing battle 
that Lord Ram had killed Khar along with Dushan. ‘Khar’ = name of a demon; “‘Dhwansi’ 
= one who crushes, demolishes or destroys. ] 

famas: | (24) ‘Viraadh-badh-pandit’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had expertly killed the 
great demon named Viraadh. [This incident occurred in the dense and uninhabitable part 
of the forest as Lord proceeded ahead after his meeting with sage Atri. Viraadh was a 
formidable and horrifying demon with a colossus body, strong jaws and sharp teeth. As 
he approached the Lord, he was grabbing and eating countless wild elephants, buffaloes 
and lions; a number of human bodies were impaled on the trident lying on his shoulder. 
As soon as Viraadh appeared before the Lord he was killed. Viraadh immediately 
assumed a divine form and went to the heaven. In his previous life he was a semi-god 
known as Vimal-tejomaya Vidhyadhar. He had become a demon as the result of a curse 
of sage Durvasa. Upon being killed by Lord Ram he found liberation and deliverance 
from his sinful body of a demon and reverted to his original form. “Viraadh’ = a demon 
with this name; ‘Badh’ = kill; ‘Pandit’ = an expert.] 

fastyorafarat (25) ‘Vibhishan-paritraataa’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had protected Vibhishan 
(from the danger of his elder brother Ravana, the ferocious demon king of Lanka). 
[Vibhishan was an ardent devotee of Lord Vishnu. He had known that Lord Ram is no 
one else but Vishnu in a human form. He was kicked out by Ravana when he tried to 
persuade the latter to give Sita back to Lord Ram and avoid a ruinous war. So he joined 
Lord Ram and fought alongside the Lord in the epic war of Lanka. When the war was 
won by the Lord, Vibhishan was made the king of Lanka. “Paritrataa’ = one who provides 
freedom from torments and miseries. | 

attafeniet: || (26) ‘Dashgreev-shirohar’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had cut-off the ten heads 
of Ravana (the demon king of Lanka). [The main purpose of Lord Vishnu’s incarnation 
as Lord Ram was to kill this cruel demon called Ravana. He had got ten heads as a result 
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of a boon granted by Lord Shiva who was pleased by his offering of his own head to the 
Lord during a fire sacrifice. Legend has it that inspite of being a demon, Ravana was 
well-versed in the scriptures and their philosophy. A close reading of the Ramayana 
shows that he had abducted Sita with the sole intention of getting himself killed by Lord 
Ram because he knew that it is the only way he can find Mukti (liberation and 
deliverance) from the sinful body of a demon. ‘Das’ = ten; ‘Greev’ = necks, implying 
heads; ‘Shir’ = heads; ‘Har’ = one who steals or takes away or dispossesses someone of 
his possession. ] 


WATEA T RASET: l HATHA l A I 


Line no. 5 = ANSIA (27) ‘Sapta-taal-prabhettaa’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had cut seven 
coconut trees with a single arrow. [This allures to the incident when Sugriv, the monkey 
friend of Lord Ram, had asked the Lord to fell the seven coconut tree as a test to see if 
the Lord would be able to kill Sugriv’s brother and arch rival Vaali who had usurped the 
kingdom of Kishkindha from him and thrown him out into exile at Mt. Rishyamook. It so 
happened that Vaali used to shake these trees unnecessarily and fell their fruits. The sages 
who partook of these fruits got annoyed and had cursed Vaali that anyone who was able 
to fell these trees in one attempt would also be able to kill him. ‘Sapta’ = seven; ‘Taal’ = 
coconut tree; “Prabhettaa’ = one who pierces. ] 

q gesae: | (28) ‘Harkodanda-khandan’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had broken the bow 
of Lord Har (Shiva). [This refers to the bow-breaking ceremony at Janakpur. Lord Ram 
had married Sita by breaking this bow of Lord Shiva. ‘Har’ = Lord Shiva; ‘Kodanda’ = 
bow; ‘Khandan’ = to break.] 

ameen oea || (29) ‘Jamdagna-mahaadarpa-dalan’—The Lord who had 
vanquished or crushed the extreme sense of ego, haughtiness and arrogance of sage 
Parashuram. [This refers to the same bow-breaking when the sage had come angrily to 
punish anyone who had broken Lord Shiva’s bow. Lord Ram had then subdued him 
politely. The sage was renowned as a very haughty and proud man who thought himself 
to be invincible and an arch enemy of the Kshatriya class, the warrior class, to which 
Lord Ram belonged. ‘Jamdagna’ = sage Parashuram; ‘Maha’ = great; ‘Darpa’ = 
arrogance, haughtiness, hypocrisy, vanity, false pride, ego; ‘Dalan’ = to vanquish, crush, 
destroy, trample underfoot, eliminate, subdue. ] 

(30) ‘Tatakaanta-krit’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had brought about an end to (i.e. 
killed) the demoness named Tadka. [She was killed when she attacked Lord Ram, his 
brother Laxman, and sage Vishwamitra when the three were on the way to the sage’s 
hermitage from Ayodhya. “Taadka’ = a demoness; ‘Anta’ = to bring an end to, kill; ‘Krit 
=a deed or action, to do something, to bring about some happening to fruition. ] 


aÀ Ar Taras: | cakes Hafieqerest i &1 
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Line no. 6 = data (31) ‘Vedaanta-paaro’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is beyond the reach 
of the Vedas. (b) The Lord who is an expert in the Vedas. [The Vedas are the most 
ancient scriptures of India. Originally they were one continuous chain of hymns meant 
primarily meant to be used during fire sacrifices. Later on sage Veda Vyas classified 
them into four categories according to the needs of the fire sacrifice. Thus now we have 
four Vedas known as the Rig/Rik Veda, Sam Veda, Yajur Veda and Atharva Veda. The 
Yajur Veda is further divided into Shukla and Krishna branches. This name of the Lord 
has two meanings—one, it means that even the most ancient treatise on religion is unable 
to tell with certainty who is that Supreme Being to whom the hymns are being said and 
offerings are being made. And two, it means that Lord Ram is an expert in the most 
profound and esoteric knowledge contained in the Vedas. ‘Veda’ = the primary scriptures 
which are considered as the repository of knowledge; ‘Anta’ = end; “Paaro’ = to be 
beyond its reach.] 
aera (32) ‘Vedaa-tma’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the soul (‘Atma’) representing the 
essence, the spiritual truth, and the great principles of religion taught by the Vedas. [Lord 
Ram is a personified form of the essence of the principal ancient scriptures known as the 
Vedas. Even as a body is dead without the soul, the Vedas would lose their meaning and 
relevance if the Lord is removed from them. All the Vedas preach about the Supreme 
Being who is none else but Lord Ram. ] 
warns: | (33) ‘Bhay-bandhaik-bheshaj’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the only 
remedy (“Bheshaj’) for all ills created by this mundane and deluding world; it is the Lord 
who is the only medium by which one can find freedom from the fetters represented by 
this entangling and deluding world; the Lord helps one unshackle oneself from this world 
which is like a formidable bondage. Lord Ram is like an infallible herb that can cure all 
the ailments that afflict a creature because of his involvement in this world which is like a 
huge and abominable shackle. ‘Bhav’ = the world of delusions and entanglements; 
‘Bhandha’ = fetter, shackle, bondage, slavery, to be tied down, entanglements, to be 
enmeshed in; ‘Bheshaj’ = medicine, herb, remedy, drug.] 
gafafeRiska (34) ‘Dushan-trishiro-arishcha’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an enemy (‘Ari’) of 
the two demons known as Dushan and Trishira. [These two demons had accompanied 
Khar to attack Lord Ram after the incidence of deformation of the demoness Supernakha. 
Refer name no. 23. The word ‘Ari’ means an enemy. ] 
Profits \| (35) ‘Trimurti’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a personified form of the Trinity 
Gods—viz. Lord Brahma the creator, Lord Vishnu the sustainer and protector, and Lord 
Shiva the concluder of creation. [‘Tri’ = three; ‘Murti’ = form, image.] 

(36) ‘Triguna’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a foundation upon which all the three 
(‘Tri’) legendary and celebrated Gunas rest; the Lord is a personified from of the three 
Gunas. [These three Gunas are known as Sata Guna, Raja Guna and Tama Guna. They 
decide the character, the temperament, the inherent nature, the thought processes and the 
behaviour of all living beings in this world. The Sata Guna is the best, the Tama Guna is 
the worst, and the Raja Guna is the medium quality. Since the entire world is a revelation 
of the same Supreme Being known as Ram, it follows that the Lord also embodies these 
three Gunas because these Gunas are part of creation. ] 
(37) ‘Trayi’—The Lord who personifies the three Vedas, as well as all the three aspects 
of creation (such as the past, the present and the future). [“Trayi’ = the three principle 
Vedas—the Rig/Rik Veda, the Sam Veda and the Yajur Veda. ] 
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Line no. 7 = ffamaRacter (38) ‘Trivikram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had measured the 
entire creation/universe in three steps during his incarnation as Vaaman, the dwarf 
mendicant. [This is the fifth incarnation of Vishnu. When Bali, the grandson of Prahalad 
for whom Vishnu had incarnated as Nrisingh, conquered the entire world and deprived 
Indra, the king of Gods who ruled over the heavens, Vishnu had taken the dwarfish form 
of a Brahmin mendicant to retrieve the heaven for Indra when he was requested by Aditi, 
the mother of Gods, to do so. He approached Bali, who was famous for his charities, as a 
“Vaaman’ or a dwarf, and begged him for ground sufficient enough to be covered by his 
three small steps. When the unsuspecting Bali agreed, Vaaman measured the entire earth 
with one step, the heaven with the second step, and for the third step he measured Bali’s 
own head symbolizing the crown of the kingdom of Bali. He put his third step on Bali’s 
head and pushed the latter to the nether world. Hence, Vishnu is also called 
‘Trivikram’—one who conquered the three worlds in three steps. But the Lord is so kind 
and gracious that he saw the injustice done to a magnanimous Bali who had been 
righteous and firm in his vow of making charity, and never rescinded on his 
commitments. So, the Lord made him the king of the nether world, and himself took up 
the job of protecting him there as his gatekeeper. This incarnation of Lord Vishnu is his 
fifth and followed the Nrisingh form which was the fourth. The idea behind this Vaaman 
incarnation is that even the most humble looking man, represented by the diminutive 
Vaaman in this story, can indeed have the stupendous power of the Spirit that even the 
most powerful gods and kings lack. 

Since the word ‘Tri’ means three, and ‘Vikram’ means one who has obtained 
victory convincingly, the term “Trivikram’ is used to mean Lord Vaaman as he had 
established his lordship over the three worlds by simply and literally walking or stepping 
over them. ] 

(39) “Trilok-aatma’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Atma (soul) of the entire living 
creation consisting of the three worlds (‘Trilok’ = the terrestrial world, the subterranean 
world, and the heavens). 
yanada: | (40) ‘Punya-chaaritra-kirtan’—The divine deeds of the Lord (Sri Ram) are 
most auspicious and holy to narrate. [‘Punya’ = auspicious, holy and righteous deeds; 
‘Charitra’ = deeds done by someone during his lifetime; his character, virtues, qualities 
and personality; ‘Kirtan’ = to sing aloud, applaud, praise publicly and laud someone’s 
greatness and great deeds vocally and articulately so that others can hear of them and join 
such applause. ] 
froreatat (41) ‘Trilok-rakshako’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a protector of the three worlds 
[‘Trilok’— the terrestrial world, the subterranean world, and the heavens. ‘Rakshako’— 
one who protects. ] 

4 (42) ‘Dhanvi’—The Lord (Sri Ram) holds a glorious bow (in his hands). [‘Dhanush’, 
the bow, is called ‘Saarang’. “‘Dhanvi’ is the holder of this bow. Hence, it refers to Lord 
Vishnu who holds the Saarang bow. This bow is also known as the ‘Shaankhya 
Dhanush’. It was made from the bones of demon named Shaankhya-chuda after he was 
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killed by Lord Shiva. According to Krishna Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, 
verse no. 23, the Shaarang bow of Lord Vishnu stands for the Vaishnavi Maya which is 
the primary form of Maya closely associated witty Vishnu. As a protector of the entire 
creation, Lord Ram—who is none else but Lord Vishnu himself, holds this bow to protect 
the entire creation. ] 

aspa (|i! (43) ‘Danda-kaaranya-vaaskrit-—The Lord (Sri Ram) had lived 
(‘Vaas’) in the forest called Danda-kaaranya and performed or did (‘Krit’) many mystical 
deeds there. [The Dandakaaranya was the most uninhabitable and fierce part of the forest. 
It was infested by demons and ogres. This forest was the area where Lord Ram had spent 
the major part of his forest exile, and it covers all the events as mentioned in the ‘Aranya 
kand’ of the epic Ramayana/Ram Charit Manas. 

An interesting legend is associated with this forest. “Dandak’ was one of the 
hundred princes who were the sons of king Ikshvaku dynasty. Dandak was assigned to 
rule over this area. He was of a promiscuous nature and had once molested Arjaa, the 
daughter of his own Guru, moral preceptor and teacher, named Shukraachaarya. The 
Guru cursed him, and as a result the entire kingdom was decimated and reduced to an un- 
inhabitable and barren stretch of land. Since Dandak was the cause of this, the entire land 
was named after him to remind and warn the coming generation to be careful about what 
they do and how they behave. Since it was left alone from being overcrowded, sages, 
hermits and ascetics made it their home. Being thus blessed by their august presence, 
some of the curse was neutralized and it got the name ‘Janasthaan’—a place that was 
inhabited by Gyanis or learned and realised souls. According to modern historians, the 
area of modern India that falls around Nasik, a city along the western seaboard of the 
country, was the area called Danda-kaaranya in ancient times. ] 
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Line no. 8 = 3tecammata (44) ‘Ahalyaa-paavan’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had made Ahilya 
‘Paavan’ or pure and freed her from her curse. [This refers to the incident when the Lord 
had touched a rock with his feet while on the way to sage Vishwamitra’s hermitage. This 
rock was Ahilya, the wife of sage Gautam, who had been turned into this form due to the 
curse of the sage due to some misunderstanding. The touch of the dust of the Lord’s feet 
had freed her from this curse, and she resumed her divine form and went back to her 
husband. | 

fq? (45) ‘Pitri-bhakto’—The Lord (Sri Ram) was very devoted (obedient) to his father 
(Dasrath). [‘Pitri’ = related to one’s father; ‘Bhakta’ = one who is devoted to someone. ] 
awe: | (46) ‘Var-prad’—The Lord (Sri Ram) grants boons and blessings (to his devotees 
and followers). [“Var’ = boons, blessings, grants, grace; ‘Prad’ = to give, bestow, grant, 
bless.] 

fafa (47) ‘Jitendriya’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has exemplary self-restraint over his sense 
organs. [‘Jita’ = to obtain victory; ‘Jitendra’ = one who has obtained such victory; ‘Indri’ 
= sense organs. Refer name no. 13.] 
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Ram (48) ‘Jit-krodho’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has conquered/vanquished anger; the 
Lord has obtained victory over anger and wrathfulness. [‘Jit? = to conquer and obtain 
victory over; ‘Krodh’ = anger. ] 

Raa (49) ‘Jit-lobho’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has conquered greed, avarice and rapacity. 
[‘Lobha’ = greed, avarice, rapacity. ] 

sige: l (50) ‘Jagat-guru’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the preceptor and moral guide 
(‘Guru’) for the whole world (‘Jagat’). [The Lord teaches the world by his own example. ] 


RAIA PASSAT: | TadaMae: Ofaargadfat: 11 2 1 


Line no. 9 = #aaMeaad (51) ‘Riksha-vaanar-sanghaati’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had 
assembled, commanded and led an army of bears and monkeys. [This army accompanied 
the Lord from Kishkindha and helped him conquer Lanka and kill the demons led by 
Ravana to retrieve Sita who was abducted by this demon. The monkey army was led by 
Sugriv, the monkey king, and Jamvant, the bear king. ‘Riksha’ = bears; ‘Vaanar’ = 
monkeys; ‘Sanghaati’ = a companion, a friend, an associate, an ally.] 

Pagem: | (52) ‘Chitrakoot-samaasraya’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had lived and had 
taken shelter in Chitrakoot (during his sojourn in the forest). [‘Chitrakoot’ was a pleasant 
area of the forest where Lord Ram lived before he entered the fearful area of the forest 
known as Dandakaaranya. Chitrakoot was where Bharat, his younger brother, had gone to 
try to persuade the Lord to come back to Ayodhya. In modern India it is in the central 
part of the country. ‘Aasray’ = to take shelter in, to live or dwell in; a dwelling place. ] 
wWatamtate: (53) ‘Jayanta-traan-varad’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had granted pardon to 
Jayant and saved him from the fear of death that was tormenting him. [Jayant was a 
mischievous son of Indra, the king of Gods. Once he had wished to test the might of Lord 
Ram, and so had assumed the form of a crow and pricked at the feet of Sita. When the 
Lord saw blood oozing out of the wound, he plucked a reed and used it as an arrow to 
punish Jayant. The latter went all over the heaven seeking protection, but no one—even 
his father Indra, was able to give him any assurance against the wrath of Lord Ram. 
Finally, seeing him terrified, sage Narad (pronounced as Naa-rud) advised him to go 
plead for mercy with the Lord himself. When Jayant came to seek pardon from Lord 
Ram, the Lord excused him and granted him immunity from death. But since his arrow 
could not be failed, the Lord decided to make Jayant blind in one eye. It is believed that 
all the crows became blind in one eye since then. This is also the reason why crows are 
regarded as bad and ugly birds who are meat eaters. ‘Jayant’ = the son of Indra; “Tran’ = 
to remove or provide relief from torments, grief, pain and miseries; to grant protection, 
shelter, relief, security etc.; “Warad’ = to grant, bless, give boon, to assure immunity from 
fear. | 

gga: 11 (54) ‘Sumitraa-putra-sevit-—The Lord (Sri Ram) was faithfully and 
diligently served by the son of Sumitra (i.e. Laxman, his younger brother who 
accompanied the Lord to the forest). [“Sumitra’ = the mother of Laxman; ‘Putra’= son; 
‘Sevit’ = served by.] 
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Line no. 10 = adeaeas (55) ‘Sarwa-devaa-dhi-dev’-—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Chief 
of all the Gods in this creation, he is superior to all of them and their Lord as he is the 
Supreme Being. [‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Dev’ = God, Lord; ‘Devaa-dhi-dev’ = superior to all the 
Gods. ] 

aama: | (56) ‘Mrit-vaanar-jivan’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had granted fresh life to the 
monkeys who had died (during the war of Lanka). [“Mrit’ = those who had died; ‘Vaanar’ 
= monkey; ‘Jivan’ = life.] 

mame (57) ‘Maayaa-maarich-hantaa’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the demon 
Marich who had assumed a deceitful form (of a golden deer so that Ravana could steal 
Sita). [This incident happened in the part of the forest called Panch-Vati. Ravana was 
instigated by Supernakha, a demoness who was earlier deformed by Laxman on the 
instructions of Lord Ram when she tried to lure the Lord into having illicit relationship 
with her. He forced Marich to assume the form of a golden deer so attractive that it would 
motivate Sita to ask Lord Ram to bring it to her. Once the Lord went to capture it or hunt 
it down, Ravana got an opportunity to abduct Sita from the hermitage. Meanwhile, Lord 
Ram pursued Marich in the form of a golden deer and killed him. ‘Maya’ = deceitful, 
illusionary; ‘Maarich’ = a demon; ‘Hantaa’ = killer, slayer, eliminator, destroyer. ] 

a Fearn (58) ‘Mahaa-bhaago’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is most fortunate, extremely lucky, 
and blessed with unmatched good fortunes. [“Maha’ = great, immense, vast; “Bhaagya’ = 
good luck and fortune; ‘Bhaago’ = one who is fortunate and lucky. 

Felyst: || (59) “Mahaa-bhuj’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has long arms. [That is, the Lord has a 
long reach, that is nothing that he can’t do or achieve, and he gives immense protection to 
his devotees with his able and strong hands. ‘Maha’ = great, large, long, vast; ‘Bhuj’ = 
arms. | 
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Line no. 11 = daga: (60) ‘Sarwa-dev-stut’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is praised, respected, 
honoured, revered and lauded by all the Gods. [‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Dev’ = gods; ‘Stut’ = 
praised, lauded, honoured. ] 

HÙ (61) ‘Saumya’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is calm, poised, polite, civil and courteous. 
gevat (62) ‘Brahmanyo’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to the Brahmins. [‘Brahmins’ are 
traditionally regarded as being learned and wise people. They are said to be ordained by 
the creator to act as preachers and moral teachers and guides for the rest of the society. ] 
yA: | (63) ‘Muni-sattam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the best amongst the sages and 
seers. The Lord has all the best of the divine and the glorious virtues that great sages, 
hermits, seers and saints possess. [“Muni’ = sages, hermits; ‘Sattam’ = the best.] 

Fear (64) ‘Mahaa-yogi’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a great ascetic and hermit. [‘Mahaa’ = 
great; ‘Yogi’ = ascetic, hermit. ] 
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Were: (65) ‘Maho-daar’-—The Lord (Sri Ram) is most magnanimous, benevolent and 
gracious; the Lord gives freely, liberally, charitably and without reservations. [‘Maho’ = 
great; ‘Udaar’ = magnanimous, benevolent, charitable, kind, broad-hearted giver.] 
gamsa: || (66) ‘Sugriv-sthir-raajyad’—The Lord (Sri Ram) gave a stable 
(unchallenged) kingdom to Sugriv (the monkey king of Kishkindha whose army had 
helped the Lord conquer Lanka and retrieve Sita). [‘Sugriv’ = the monkey king of 
Kishkindha; ‘Sthir’ = steady, constant, unmoving and established; “Raajyad’ = to give 
kinghood to, to establish someone as a king, to grant a kingdom. ] 
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Line no. 12 = adye: (67) *‘Sarwa-punyaadhik-phal’—The Lord (Sri Ram) 
embodies all the greatest of rewards/fruits (“Phal’) obtainable by doing things that are 
righteous, auspicious and proper (known as ‘Punya’). [‘Sarwa’ = all; “Punya’ = holy, 
auspicious and righteous deeds; ‘Aadhik’ = Punya etc., the highest or the best of results 
that can be obtained by doing the best kind of Punya and all such other acts and deeds 
that are good and right; ‘Phal’ = fruit, reward, result, consequences. ] 

aaa: 1 (68) ‘Smrit-sarwaaghanaashan’—The Lord (Sri Ram) whose mere 
remembrance can destroy or eliminate all the gravest or densest of sins and their 
attendant greatest of misfortunes and punishment. [‘Smrit’ = to remember, invoke; 
‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Ghan’ = dense, grave; ‘Naashan’ = destroy, eliminate. ] 

arge (69) ‘Aadi-purush’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the primary and the most ancient 
Male (cosmic Lord) of creation. [It is from this ‘Aadi Purush’ that the rest of the creation 
has come into being. He is also called the ‘Viraat Purush’—the Lord who is as vast as the 
creation, and who is all-pervading and all-encompassing in this creation. There was 
nothing before the Aadi Purush. ‘Aadi’ = from the beginning, primary, primordial, 
ancient, initial, commencement of creation; ‘Purush’ = Male.] 

aegen: (70) ‘Mahaa-purush’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is great, exalted and a majestic Being 
(literally a Male—a ‘Purush’, but implying the entire spectrum of the living world). 
[“Mahaa’ = great; ‘Purush’ = Male.] 

Wa: ym 11 (71) ‘Param-purush’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Supreme Being. 
[“Param’ = supreme and most exalted; “Purush’ = Male.] 
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Line no. 13 = Jareat (72) ‘Punyo-dayo’—The Lord (Sri Ram) inspires or motivates 
goodness and auspicious virtues to arise, emerge, grow, develop and bloom. [‘Punya’ = 
auspiciousness and virtuousness; ‘Udaya’ = to rise, emerge. ] 

Fem: (73) ‘Mahaa-saar’-—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the greatest and the only essence of 
creation; the Lord is the only truthful principle of creation; the Lord is the essence of all 
spiritual pursuit and the teaching of the scriptures; the Lord is the essence of creation 
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without which the creation would lose its meaning and existence; the Lord is the essence 
of all the teachings of the scriptures without which all these teachings would be 
meaningless. [‘Mahaa’ = great; ‘Saar’ = essence. ] 

yone: | (74) ‘Puraan-purushottam’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is lauded, applauded, 
praised, recognised and honoured as being the most ancient Being, and as being the best 
amongst all the Gods mentioned in the Purans. (b) The Purans have recognised that the 
Lord is the best amongst all the Males (living beings) in this creation. [The term 
‘Purshottam’ is usually employed to mean the Supreme Being known as Lord Vishnu 
whose incarnation is Lord Ram. The word ‘Puran’ has two meanings—one of course 
means ancient, and the other means a group of ancient scriptures narrating mythological 
history. Therefore, both the above interpretations can be made. ‘Purhottam’ means ‘the 
best amongst all Males’. Since all the ‘Gods’ are also males, and they are all super- 
natural Beings who are superior to the human beings, it follows that Lord Ram is best 
amongst all these Gods also. ] 

feqqaaat (75) ‘Smit-vaktro’—The Lord (Sri Ram) always has a sweet, pleasant and 
endearing smile on his lips. [The Lord is very dear and pleasing to look at, and he is 
always cheerful, warm and welcoming. ‘Smit’ = sweet smile; “Vaktra’ = mouth.] 

faaurst (76) ‘Mit-bhaashi’—The Lord (Sri Ram) speaks little, moderately, and only when 
required. [‘Mit’ = moderate, sparingly, little; “‘Bhaashi’ = one who speaks, speaker. ] 

qA (77) ‘Purva-bhaashi’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the most ancient speaker (as he is 
the Supreme Being before whom no one spoke anything—simply because there was no 
creation and a speaker before him). [‘Purva’ = first, before, preceding; ‘Bhaashi’ = 
speaker. ] 

J Waa: || (78) ‘Raaghav’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had taken a birth in the clan/dynasty of 
king Raghu (of Ayodhya). 
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Line no. 14 = amarei (79) ‘Anant-guna-gambhiro’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has 
measureless and countless virtues and qualities that are profound and great. He is 
tranquil, calm, serious, sober and earnest. [Inspite of the Lord possessing great and 
profound good virtues, he is not showing them off or boasting of them. The Lord is not 
haughty or arrogant or egoist that he has such exemplary qualities in him. ‘Anant’ = 
without an end; ‘Guna’ = virtues and qualities; ‘Gambhir’ = dense, profound, serious, 
sober, tranquil and calm. ] 

aterm: | (80) ‘Dhiro-daata-gunottar-—The Lord (Sri Ram) possesses the grand 
virtues of steadiness, patience, courage and fortitude (‘Dhir’), is a liberal, charitable and 
magnanimous donor (‘Daata’), and is beyond the tainting effects of the various Gunas 
(qualities—‘Gunottar’ ). 

maman (81) ‘Maayaa-maanush-chaaritro-—The Lord (Sri Ram) had assumed the 
illusionary form of a human being, and behaved like one. [To treat Lord Ram as an 
ordinary human being is therefore wrong, as this form is only an illusionary form created 
by the delusion-creating powers—called ‘Maya’—of the Supreme Being who has no 
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forms. ‘Maya’ = delusions, illusions; ‘Maanush’ = man, human being, “Chaaritra’ = 
deeds done, life and character. ] 

merana: 11 (82) ‘Mahaa-devaa-bhipujita’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is worshipped by the 
greatest of Gods; the Lord is worshipped by Lord Shiva known as Mahaa-deva. [‘Mahaa’ 
= great and most exalted; ‘Devaa’ = God; ‘Maha-dev’ = Lord Shiva who occupies an 
exalted position amongst the pantheon of Gods as he is regarded as very wise, 
enlightened and self-realised; ‘Pujita’ = worshipped. ] 
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Line no. 15 = Agaat: (83) ‘Setu-krit’-—The Lord (Sri Ram) built a bridge (over 
the ocean to cross over to Lanka). [‘Setu’ = bridge; ‘Krit’ = a deed or action.] 

(84) ‘Jit-vaarish’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had conquered the Lord of rain (ocean). 
[Jit = to win, conquer, vanquish; “Vaarish’ = Lord of rain. The ocean is the ‘Lord of 
rain’ because it is from the ocean that the clouds derive their quota of rain. The water of 
the ocean evaporates due to the heat of the sun, and when this reaches higher atmosphere 
it cools down and condenses in the form of clouds. Without the ocean there will be no 
rain-bearing clouds simply because there will be no reservoir as large and vast and 
endless as the ocean to supply the clouds with their extraordinary large requirement of 
water molecules. | 

{It will be pertinent to note here that we must read these two names together in 
order to make sense of them. These names refer to the event when Lord Ram had 
constructed the bridge over the ocean to reach Lanka to kill the fierce demons and 
retrieve Sita held captive by their king Ravana. The patron god of the ocean, Vaarish, 
would not give the Lord a passage inspite of the Lord’s earnest pleadings. So finally the 
Lord drew his bow and arrow to dry up the ocean. Then the ocean became terrified, and 
conceded to the Lord request. Thus the bridge was built by the Lord. This bridge 
symbolically implied the Lord’s victory over the ocean which was a formidable and 
horrifying obstacle to be overcome. 

Now the meaning of the two names would become clear. They mean that—‘The 
Lord tamed the ocean by constructing a bridge over it. The Lord overcame the formidable 
barrier created by the ocean that prevented him from crossing over to Lanka by 
constructing a bridge across it. The Lord literally became victorious by winning the war 
(‘Jit’) of attrition with the ocean (‘Vaarish’), which was stubborn and not allowing the 
Lord to cross over it so as to reach Lanka, by his magical deed or act (‘Krit’) of 
constructing a bridge (‘Setu’) across it (the ocean). } 


udi (85) ‘Sarwa-tirtha-mayo’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an embodiment of all the 
holy pilgrim sites. The holy form of the Lord is equivalent to the holiness of all the 
pilgrim places taken together. [That is, the Lord is as holy as any holy site independently 
or all the holy sites taken together. Thus, if one takes refuge at the holy feet of Lord Ram, 
then he is deemed to have gone to a great religious place. All the goodness and spiritual 
welfare and benefits that can accrue to a person by visiting holy pilgrim places are also 
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available to him if he takes refuge in the holy feet of Lord Ram. ‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Tirtha’ = 
pilgrim sites; ‘Mayo’ = like, equivalent to.] 

gR: ı (86) ‘Hari —The Lord (Sri Ram) steals or takes away (all the vices, negative 
qualities, sins, evil, misfortunes and the like from his devotees so that they do not have to 
suffer their consequences). [‘Hari’ is a term applied to Lord Vishnu. It literally means one 
who steals. But it does not mean that the Supreme Lord steals valuables and material 
things from men; he is not a ‘thief’ or a ‘thug’. The Lord takes away vices and the like 
from his devotees so that they are rendered pure and holy.] 

vam: (87) “Shyaamaang’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has a form that is dark-complexioned. 
[The Lord has a dark-complexioned body like that of a rain-bearing cloud or that of the 
dark-blue sky. This colour has a metaphoric and symbolic significance. Lord Vishnu is 
the Supreme Being who is as vast, infinite, fathomless, formless, all-encompassing and 
all-pervading as the sky. He is the sustainer and protector of life in this creation like the 
rain which is like the nectar of life for the earth. The earth and all its life would parch to 
death if there was no rain. So this allusion to the colour of the rain-bearing cloud and the 
sky is used when referring to the complexion of the Lord. “Shyaam’ = dark, black, deep- 
blue, purple; ‘Ang’ = parts of the body.] 

Yat: (88) ‘Sundar’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is beautiful and charming. 

3R: (89) ‘Shur’ (pronounced as ‘Shoor’ as in shoe + moor)—The Lord (Sri Ram) is 
brave, valiant and courageous. 

titarat (90) ‘Peet-vaasa’—The Lord (Sri Ram) wears a yellow coloured cloth called the 
Pitambar. [“Peet’ = yellow; ‘Vaasa’ = cloth used to wrap the body. ] 

aq: 11 (91) ‘Dhanur-dhar’—The Lord (Sri Ram) holds a bow. [See name no. 42 also. 
‘Dhanur’ = bow; ‘Dhar’ = to hold.] 
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Line no. 16 = Faas (92) ‘Sarwa-yagyaadhip’—The Lord (Sri Ram) presides over all 
fire sacrifices and other religious rituals. The Lord is the Supreme Deity to whom all the 
sacrifices are made and offerings meant for. [‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Yagya’ = fire and other 
religious sacrifices; “Dhip’ = presiding Lord or deity. ] 

ait (93) ‘Yagyo’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is himself a personified form of the fire sacrifice 
and other religious rituals. The Lord is as holy and pure as the sacrifice itself. 

serroratstt: 11 (94) ‘Jaraa-maran-varjit’—The Lord (Sri Ram) does not become old, does 
not suffer from old age related problems such as the degeneration of the body, and he 
does not die. [This is simply because the Lord is eternal and imperishable. ‘Jaraa’ = old 
age; ‘Maran’ = death; ‘Varjit’ = is immune from, is prevented from.] 

frrafegufaterat (95) ‘Shiv-linga-pratishthaata’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had established and 
consecrated the Shiva Lingam (a symbol of Shiva). [This refers to the Shiva Lingam that 
Lord Ram had established before crossing the ocean to Lanka. This ‘Shiva Lingam’ is 
called ‘Rameshwaram’ after Lord Ram. It has to meanings—‘the Lord, Ishwar, of Ram— 
i.e. Lord Shiva whom Sri Ram himself worshipped’, and “the Lord (Shiva) whose Ishwar 
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(Lord God) is none else but Sri Ram—i.e. Lord Shiva himself worships Lord Sri Ram’. 
‘Shiva-linga’ = a symbol or idol of Shiva; ‘Pratisthaata’ = one who establishes. ] 
warrmratstt: || (96) ‘Sarwaaghagana-varjit-—The Lord (Sri Ram) is absolutely free from 
any kind of inauspiciousness, negativity, vices, sin and evil etc., no matter how grave and 
overbearing they may be. All such bad and lowly qualities in this creation, even of the 
most potent kind, are prevented from tainting the Lord in any way. He is immune from 
their influence and negative effects. [“Sarwa’ = all; ‘Agha’ = sins and negativity; ‘Ghan’ 
= density of quality; “Varjit’ = prevented, immune, prohibited. ] 


Tae W ga afeserefane: | wt Safa: OL a WS: TIT: 1 21 


Line no. 17 = TAHT (97) ‘Pamaatma’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Supreme Atma, the 
Supreme Soul, the Supreme Being, and the Supreme Lord God of creation. He is the 
transcendental Atma or the transcendental Being. [‘Par’ = supreme and transcendental; 
‘Atma’ = soul.] 

7% Fa (98) ‘Param Brahm’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Supreme Being in this creation 
who is known as ‘Brahm’. [The word ‘Brahm’ refers to the cosmic Consciousness and 
also as Pranav and OM. Brahm is uniform, all-pervading, all-encompassing, omnipresent, 
omniscient, omnipotent and supreme universal Truth of existence. Everything has come 
into being from Brahm and would finally merge into Brahm. This term is used 
extensively in the Upanishads to imply the cosmic Consciousness known as the 
Parmaatma or the Supreme Being.] 

aaaea: 1 (99) ‘Sacchidaanand-vigraha’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a personified form 
or image (Vigraha) of ‘truth’ (Satya), ‘consciousness and enlightenment’ (Chid), and 
their attendant ‘bliss’ (Anand). [‘Saccha’ = true; ‘Chid’ = consciousness; ‘Anand’ = bliss; 
‘Vigraha’ = image, form, idol.] 

a Saif: (100) ‘Param-jyoti’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an embodiment of supreme light; 
the Lord is the ‘supreme source of light’ that illuminates everything in this creation. [The 
word ‘Param’ implies something that is supreme, the most magnificent, the highest and 
the best. The word ‘Jyoti’ means ‘light’. Therefore the meaning is that the Lord is the 
supreme source of all knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment that illuminates the world 
by removing the darkness of ignorance. It is a metaphoric term to also mean a supreme 
entity that injects life (represented by light) into the otherwise lifeless world (represented 
by darkness). 

W AA (101) ‘Param-dhaam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the ultimate destination and abode 
for the soul of the creature; he is the final destination where all those who want to go to 
heaven reach; he is the final resting place for the entire creation and its creatures. 
[“Param’ = supreme; “‘Dhaam’ = abode.] 

qarT: (102) ‘Paraa-kaash’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the transcendental space of the 
great sky element—e. he is like the deep recesses of the cosmos or the sky (‘Akash’) 
which is vast, fathomless, without any attributes, taintless, uncorrupt, all-pervading, all- 
encompassing and all-including. [‘Paraa’ = transcendental; ‘Akaash’ = sky.] 
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qa: || (103) ‘Paraatpar’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is transcendental and supreme. The Lord 


is beyond the reach and purview of the perception of the sense organs as well as of the 
mind and the intellect. 


TT: TT: TR: Taya: Pera: | sft ART ATTA STATA 1 2c I 
Terje eft da Ae ATA Ige (To Sako 34? I 30—84) 


Line no. 18 = 4: (104) ‘Paresh’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the supreme Lord. The Lord 
Sri Ram is the supreme and the best ruler. [‘Par’ = supreme and transcendental; ‘Ish’ = 
lord.] 

Wet: (105) ‘Paarag’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) helps all the creatures to cross this world of 
transmigration and delusions. (b) The Lord helps everyone to cross the ocean of miseries, 
sins and misfortunes. 

uk: (106) ‘Paar’-—The Lord (Sri Ram) is transcendental and established beyond 
everything else in this creation. 

adya: (107) ‘Sarwa-bhutaatmak’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Atma (soul; the 
consciousness) that lives in the bosom of all living creatures. The Lord has revealed 
himself as the Atma of all living beings. All mortal creatures are a form of the Lord. The 
mortal living beings are different images of the same Lord who has revealed himself in 
all their forms. (b) The Lord is revealed in the form of all the primary elements of 
creation known as the Bhuts; he is the essence of these elements. [The mortal creatures 
are called ‘Bhut’ because they are mortal, are subject to death, and are not the truth of 
creation like the phantom or the ghost which are illusionary by nature and have no real 
existence. The other meaning of the term “Bhut’ is the element. There are said to be five 
primary elements in creation from which the rest of the visible creation was moulded by 
the supreme Creator. These elements are sky, air, water, fire and earth. All living beings 
have their gross physical body made out of these five elements. ‘Sarwa’ = all; ‘Bhut = 
ghost, phantom, primary elements of creation, mortal living beings; ‘Bhutaatmak’ = in 
the form of the Atma or soul or consciousness or essence or the fundamental basis of 
these Bhuts.] 

feta: | (108) ‘Shiv’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is holy, beautiful, truthful, eternal, enlightened, 
wise, and consciousness personified. [The word ‘Shiva’ pertains to all these eclectic 
virtues at once.]’ 


Line no. 18-19: Lord Shiva said to Parvati—‘So concludes the one hundred divine Names 
of Lord Ramchandra. Goddess (Parvati), these are very esoteric, mystical and enigmatic 
by nature, but out of my affection for you I have divulged them to you.’ 

[Padma Puran, Uttar Khand, Canto 281, verse nos. 30-48. ] 


Then Lord Shiva told Parvati that anyone who devotedly does Japa with these names, or 
remembers them, is liberated from the bad effects of countless sins that he may have 
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committed in as many countless previous lives. And therefore he becomes eligible for 
obtaining emancipation and salvation. 


108 Divine Names of Lord Ram according to Anand Ramayan 


The 108 divine Names of Lord Ram have also been enumerated in the Anand Ramayan, 
Purva Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 32-51. 

The occasion was Lord Ram’s ascend to heaven after completing his time on 
earth. At that time Lord Shiva had prayed to the Lord with 108 divine and holy Names of 
the Lord. The Anand Ramayan is purported to have been written by sage Valmiki, the 
author of the other well-known story of the Lord known simply as the Ramayana. 

This hymn is called “Ram Shat-Naam Stotra’ meaning a hymn (Stotra) consisting 
of a hundred names (Shat-naam) of Lord Ram. Now, we will read these names of the 
Lord and see what they mean, one by one. 


SANTA RAT 


Wd POT S giae | Ae TTA Tea WA 1 2 1 


Line no. 1— waa (1) ‘Raaghavam’—Lord Sri Ram who took birth in the clan/dynasty of 
king Raghu (of Ayodhya). 

Heurat (2) ‘Karunakaram’—Lord Sri Ram is merciful and compassionate. 

Waa (3) ‘Bhav-naashanam’—Lord Sri Ram destroys the world of delusions. [‘Bhav’ = 
the world of delusions; ‘Naashnam’ = one who destroys. ] 

gR | (4) ‘Duritaapaham’—Lord Sri Ram devours sins and evils swiftly, along with 
the torments and miseries created by them. [‘Durit’ = quickly; “Taap’ = torments created 
by sins.] 

area (5) ‘Maadhavam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who is known as Maadhav. [‘Maadhav’ is 
an epithet for Lord Vishnu. It commemorates the slaying of the demon named Madhu by 
the Lord. The legend associated with this killing is that two demons named Madhu and 
Kaitav had tried to kill Brahma, the creator. Then Lord Vishnu had fought and killed 
them. This story appears in Devi-bhaagwat Puran, 1.4.9.] 


542 


am (6) ‘Khag-gaaminam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who travels astride the bird (known 
as Garud—the legendary heron or eagle). [This refers to Lord Vishnu who rides on 
Garud. ‘Khag’ = bird; ‘Gaamin’ = to travel. ] 

weet (7) ‘Jalrupinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who is established in the form of the 
water. [This implies that the life-giving water possesses this quality because the Lord is 
present in it in a subtle form. Left to its own account water is a gross element. But the 
fact that it harbours life and is the nectar of life is due to the subtle presence of the 
Supreme Being in it. The Lord imparts the water its life sustaining and fostering 
capabilities. ‘Jal’ = water; ‘Rupinam’ = in the form of.] 

THA (8) ‘Parmeshwaram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Supreme Lord. [‘Param’ = 
supreme; ‘Ishwar’ = Lord.] || 2 || 


Wet TAI Teh RAHA | cat Mol TT aCe SA II 2 II 


Line no. 2— Wes (9) ‘Palakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the sustainer, protector and 
nourisher of this creation. 

sAarh (10) ‘Jantaarakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) provides liberation and deliverance to 
the living beings who are subjects of his creation. The Lord helps the creature to get 
across this ocean-like world of transmigration and delusions. [‘Jan’ = public, common 
man, subjects of a kingdom; ‘Taarak’ = one who takes across, one who gives freedom 
from bondage and the entangling web of this world. ] 

qae (11) ‘Bhavahaarakam’ —The Lord (Sri Ram) removes all the spiritual fetters or 
hurdles created by this world of delusions and transmigration of soul, a world which is 
like a web of birth and death along with their attendant troubles and miseries. [‘Bhava’ = 
the world of delusions and transmigration; ‘Haarakam’ = one who removes or 
eliminates. | 

Rym | (12) ‘Ripumaarkam’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) kills or crushes one’s enemies. 
[Here meaning that the Lord Sri Ram removes all sources of torments, horrors and 
miseries that terrify his devotees or those who seek shelter with him. ‘Ripu’ = enemy; 
‘Maarakam’ = one who kills.] 

cat wet see (13) ‘Twaam Bhaje Jagdishwaram’—Oh Lord (Sri Ram), I worship, 
revere, adore, honour, pray and pay my obeisance to you who are the Lord God of the 
entire world (creation). [“Twam’ = you; “Bhaje’ = worship, pray, adore, pay obeisance; 
‘Jagdishwar’ = Lord of the world.] 

aeefttt (14) ‘Nar-rupinam’—The Lord (i.e. the Supreme Being known by the name of Sri 
Ram) is in the form of a human being. [‘Nar’ = man, human being; ‘Rupinam’ = in the 
form of. ] 

wry (15) “Rahunandanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is born as a son in the race of kings 
belonging to the Raghu dynasty (of Ayodhya). [“Raghu’ = an ancient of the kingdom of 
Ayodhya; ‘Nandanam’ = a son.] |! 21! 


qaa a e a l eR Apaes goha REA I 31 
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Line no. 3— Wwe (16) ‘Bhudhavam’—He (Sri Ram) is the Lord (emperor; king) of the 
whole earth, and has sway over its realm. [“‘Bhu’ = earth; ‘Dhavam’ = lord, owner. ] 
avaifet (17) ‘Vanmaalinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) wears a garland of flowers that is 
called the Vanmaala. [The Vanmaala is a garland worn by Vishnu which is made of 
flowers of the wild forest (Van). The flowers are of a wide variety with those of the 
Kadamba tree (Nauclea cadamba) being in the center or the dominant ones. Sometimes, 
marigold, daisy or xanthium flowers are shown as being used in this garland. 

According to the Atharva Veda tradition’s Gopal Uttar Tapini Upanishad, verse 
no. 40, the Vanmaala is a symbolic representation of the primary Maya (delusion creating 
powers of Brahm) which itself has no birth (because it is an integral part of Brahm which 
has no birth or beginning). This is why your (Brahma’s) mental-born sons (such as 
Sankaadi) call ‘Avidya’ (ignorance having its genesis in Maya or delusions) a form of 
garland around my neck. 

This world is revealed from the Viraat Purush, the primary and primordial form of 
Vishnu. This world is characterized by a the dominance of ignorance that prevents the 
creature from being aware of the actual ‘truth’ of creation and his own ‘self’, thereby 
forcing him to remain trapped in this cycle of birth and death, and suffering from their 
accompanying horrors and agonies. This is due to the influence of Maya which acts like a 
millstone around the neck of the creature. Hence, the metaphor of the garland 
symbolizing Maya and Avidya around the neck of Vishnu is cited here because of the 
simple reason that the Viraat Purush has revealed himself as the creature, and Maya acts 
like a millstone that is worn like a garland around the neck of this creature. 

The garland is also a metaphor for the stupendous responsibility that Lord Vishnu 
has as the care-taker, sustainer and protector of this creation created by Maya. This world 
is like a mill-stone around the Lord’s neck, a bridle or a throat-latch which he carries with 
pleasure and without complaining at all. 

Since the world is such a beautiful and enchanting place for the reason that it is 
created by Maya, this garland is also depicted as being bewitchingly beautiful just like 
the fascinating world it has managed to create. 

This world is created by Maya, the power of the Lord to conjure up an extremely 
fascinating world from nothing, something which is not the reality, and is therefore 
deluding for those who think it to be real. The magic is that the Lord manages to maintain 
a fine balance between the two—he helps the Maya to perpetrate this creation, and at the 
same time keeps tight leash on its vagaries. 

The garland is like an honour bestowed upon the Lord to mark the fact that the 
Lord has most expertly, avidly, diligently and wisely taken good care of the world with 
all its diversities and incongruities created by Maya, without ever complaining or failing 
in his duties, but miraculously remaining free from the effects of delusions that this Maya 
creates in this world. 

From the perspective of the creature, if he falls in the trap of the attractions of the 
fascinating world around him, a world created by Maya, he wears this symbolic garland 
of Maya around his own neck that would act as a heavy burden on his chest. On the other 
hand, if he is wise and erudite to remain detached from the world inspite of doing his 
assigned duties diligently, he would be like Lord Vishnu himself. The former type of 
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creature is trapped in this world of delusions, while the latter type is said to be spiritually 
liberated and delivered. | 

efi (18) ‘Ghan-rupinam’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is a personified form or a treasury 
of all the greatest of virtues and glories. (b) The Lord (Sri Ram) has a form that is dark as 
the rain-bearing cloud. [“Ghan’ = dense, concentrated, treasury; rain-bearing dark clouds; 
‘Rupinam’ = having a form like it.] 

equity | (19) ‘Dharnidharam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the one who bears the burden of 
the earth; the Lord supports, protects and nourishes the earth and the entire gamut of life 
on it and inside it. [“Dharni’ = earth; ‘Dharanam’ = one who holds. ] 

ate (20) ‘Sri-Harim’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is none else but Lord Vishnu who is known 
as Sri Hari. [This is because the word ‘Sri’ refers to goddess Laxmi, the patron goddess 
of wealth and prosperity, who is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu, and the word ‘Hari’ 
relates to Lord Vishnu himself. The Lord is called ‘Hari’ because he literally steals or 
removes or snatches all the miseries, grief, pain, troubles and misfortunes of his devotees 
and followers, and makes them happy and free from worries. 

Another interpretation of the term ‘Sri-Harim’ is that Lord Ram has all the 
majesty, magnificence and glory that exist in this creation as the Supreme Lord of this 
world. At the same time, Lord Ram removes all the pain, misfortunes, miseries and grief 
of his devotees. ] 

Ayras (21) ‘Trigunaatmakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) embodies all the three Gunas in 
this creation. [The three Gunas are Sata Guna, Raja Guna and Tama Guna. These ‘Gunas’ 
are the inherent qualities and virtues that are present in all the living beings in this 
creation, and they determine the character and nature of all individuals. Since this entire 
creation is a revelation of the same Supreme Being, since everything that exists has its 
origin in the Supreme Being, and since the Supreme Being pervades uniformly 
throughout this creation—it follows that these three Gunas are also a part of the Supreme 
Being known as Lord Sri Ram. It is through these three Gunas that the Supreme Being 
controls the functioning of the entire world. ] 

gqeatyd (22) ‘Tulsidhavam’—He (Sri Ram) is the Lord (husband) of Tulsi. [It is the holy 
Basil plant which is regarded as very sacred by the followers of Lord Vishnu (i.e. the 
Vishnu cult called the Vaishnavs). Its botanical name is Ocymum sanctum. It is said to 
have been born out of the tears of bliss and happiness of Lord Vishnu at the time when 
the pitcher containing the Amrit, the ambrosia of bliss and eternity, had emerged from the 
ocean when the latter was churned by the gods and the demons. The leaves of this plant 
are used to sanctify food offered to Lord Vishnu, and the dried wood of the tree is used 
for fire sacrifices, during cremation rites and also for making beads of the prayer rosary. 
In a personified form, Tulsi is regarded as a goddess very dear to Vishnu. 

According to another legend, there was a demon named Jaalandhar who had a 
chaste wife named Brindaa. Lord Shiva had tried his best to kill him but failed due to the 
spiritual powers of his wife Brindaa. At that time Lord Vishnu had broken her vows of 
chastity by stratagem, and when Brindaa came to know about it she cursed Vishnu that he 
would become a stone. Vishnu accepted the curse with respect because he knew that 
Brindaa was immaculate and was not at fault, but it was necessary to violate her vows so 
that her cruel demon husband could be killed. So instead of counter-cursing or showing 
his wrath, Vishnu blessed her and said that even in his form as a stone he would still have 
the greatest of respect for her and keep her over his head as a token of this. Vishnu thus 
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became a stone known as ‘Shaligraam’ and Brindaa became the Tulsi plant whose leaves 
are always placed on the top of the Shaligraam to worship the Lord. 

According to the Shiv Puran, Rudra Sanhita, Khanda 5 (Uddha Khanda), Cantos 
36-40, there was a demon named Shankha-chud, and his chaste wife was called Tulsi. 
Lord Shiva as well as the great goddess of death Mahakaali had tried their best to slay 
this demon, but were unsuccessful. It was then that Lord Vishnu had made Tulsi fall from 
grace by some trick so that ultimately Shiva, as Rudra, was able to kill him. When Tusli 
came to know about the trick played upon her by Vishnu, she cursed him to become a 
stone. Lord Shiva counter-cursed her that she would become a river known as ‘Gandaki’. 
But Lord Vishnu intervened and forgave her, and said that he willingly accepts her curse 
as well as her as his symbolic consort. So it happened that Vishnu became a stone known 
as ‘Shaaligram’ that is found in this river, and Tulsi became a tree that grew on its bank. 
The leaves of this “Tulsi’ tree is regarded as the only thing that is acceptable to Lord 
Shaaligram—a metaphoric way of saying that Lord Vishnu can only be pleased by the 
touch of Tulsi.] 
FAA (23) ‘Madhu-swaram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has a sweet and pleasant voice and 
speech. He talks pleasantly and courteously. [‘Madhu’ = sweet; “Swaram’ = tone of 
voice.] II 3 || 
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Line no. 4— Ñi (24) ‘Srikaram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the one who provides or 
creates ‘Sri’ —i.e. he is the Lord who bestows all prosperity and successes, as well as all 
the majesty, grand virtues and magnificent glories that are obtainable in this world. [‘Sri’ 
= worldly achievements, glory, majesty, prosperity and welfare; ‘Karam’ = one who does 
something or brings about some happening. ] 

wey (25) ‘Sharan-pradam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) gives or grants refuge and shelter as 
well as protection to all those who seek it in his holy feet. [“Sharan’ = to seek shelter in 
holy feet; ‘Pradam’ = to grant or give. ] 

agan (26) ‘Madhu-maarakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the demon named 
Madhu. [The legend associated with this killing is that two demons named Madhu and 
Kaitav had tried to kill Brahma, the creator. Then Lord Vishnu had fought and killed 
them. This story appears in Devi-bhaagwat Puran, 1.4.9. ‘Madhu’ = name of a demon; 
‘Marakam’ = one who killed. ] 

asTehy | (27) ‘Vraj-paalakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had protected and taken care of 
the residents of Vraj (Brindaavan). [This refer to Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as Lord 
Krishna. The Lord had protected the residents of Brindaavan against the tyranny of 
Kansha. ‘Vraj’ = the place where Lord Krishna spent his childhood days; ‘Paalakam’ = 
the one who protects and sustains. ] 

a ost Stat reef ‘Twam Bhaje Jadishwaram Nar-rupinam 
Raghunandanam’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is 
in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu 
dynasty. [Refer line no. 2.] |! ¥1I 
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Line no. 5— fag@ (28) ‘Vitthalam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is also known as Vitthal. [Lord 
Vitthal, also known as Panduranga, is a form of Lord Vishnu that is worshipped in the 
south of India, especially in the south-western state of Maharastra in a district known as 
Sholapur. This idol has its chief seat in a town by the name of Pandharapur. It is situated 
in the confluence of the two rivers Bhima and Chandrabhaga. 

The image is depicted as standing on a brick, with the hands on the waist. 

The legend associated with this form of the Lord is briefly as follows—Long ago, 
in a small village named Lohadandapur, a son was born to a Brahmin family. He was 
brought up well and married to a lovely and cultured girl, but was wayward in his 
behaviour. In order to constant reprimands from his parents, he separated from them and 
went away with his wife. Heartbroken, the parents decided to go on a pilgrim to Varanasi, 
the worldly abode of Lord Shiva. Hearing this, Pundalika Vitthal also decided to go to 
Varanasi. He hired a horse and traveled in comfort. En-route, he met his aged parents 
trudging on foot, but he ignored them. 

It so happened that on the way he came to a hermitage of sage Kukkuta, and 
asked him the way to Varanasi. The sage neglected him. Pundalike was annoyed, and 
wandered around the hermitage when he saw three unkempt women entering the place 
and cleaning it with their open hairs. When they came out, they were transformed into 
well-groomed and radiant women. Awe-struck at this wonder, Pundalika asked them for 
an explanation. They said that they were personified forms of the three holy rivers, 
Ganges, Yamuna and Saraswati. They are constantly being polluted by sinful people 
taking a dip in them, and therefore once in a while they come here to get their purity 
restored. Asked how the sage gets this mystical power, the three women replied that it is 
because the sage serves his old parents with great devotion. 

A thunderbolt literally struck Pundalika. He went in and prostrated before sage 
Kukkuta, and retraced his step to where his old parents were trudging towards Varanasi. 
Pundilaka spent the rest of the years serving his parents with the greatest of love and 
devotion, taking them to pilgrim places and taking care of their needs with the greatest of 
diligence. 

Lord Narayan (Vishnu) was very pleased with his devotion for his parents, and 
one day he decided to visit his home to see personally how he serves his parents. When 
the Lord came, Pundalika was busy serving his parents, and he did not pay much 
attention to the Lord except to gesture him to be seated on a slab of stone. The Lord 
however was extremely pleased, and he watched in fascination how Pundalika was going 
about his duties. The Lord was smiling, and his hands were on his waist as he watched. 

It is believed that Lord Narayan was so transfixed with this show of love by 
Pundalika that he became meditative, and forever became immobile—like a ‘stone’. 
Since the Lord had manifested himself because of Pundalika, the latter’s name was added 
to the name of Lord Narayan. 

The word ‘Panduranga’ in Marathi means ‘white’ though Lord Vishnu is known 
to have a dark complexion like that of a rain-bearing cloud or that of the sky, as also the 
fact that the image is also made of dark black stone. The reason is that ‘white’ is a colour 
of purity and holiness, as well as that of Sata Guna, the best of the three Gunas. 


547 


Another reason is that it is believed that earlier Lord Shiva was worshipped here, 
and since Shiva smears the ash of the fire sacrifice on his body because he is depicted as 
an ascetic, the complexion of his body is ‘white’ or grey like that of the ash. 

The word ‘Vit’ in Marathi language spoken in that part of India means “a brick’, 
and ‘Tthala’ means ‘to stand’. Therefore, the Lord who stands on a brick, and is 
immobile like a stone, is called ‘Vitthal’. 

Vitthal is also said to incorporate all the three gods of the Trinity—Brahma the 
creator who is represented by the word ‘Vi’ derived from ‘Vidhi’—the god who decides 
destiny, “Ttha’ for Lord Shiva who is also known as Neelkantha, the Lord with a blue- 
purple neck, and ‘La’ referring to Lord Vishnu who is the husband of Laxmi, the goddess 
of prosperity and wealth. 

The combined name of this revelation of Lord Vishnu thus came to be known as 
‘Pandulika Vitthal’. 

There is a legend behind the brick too. Earlier, when the king of gods, Indra, has 
killed the demon Vrittasur with his weapon known as Vajra, the demon cursed him to 
become a stone. Indra rushed to Lord Vishnu to do something to save him. The Lord told 
him that the curse cannot be avoided, but Indra should go to Pandharpur and become a 
brick there till the time the Lord would come personally to provide him liberation from 
this curse by the touch of the dust of his holy feet. It was the same brick that Pundalika 
had offered to Lord Narayan to be seated. Thus, with the touch of Lord Vishnu’s holy 
feet, Indra was freed from his curse. 

Now a question arises, why this form of the Lord is called ‘Panduranga’ which 

means white. ] 
agird (29) ‘Mathura-sthitam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is established in Mathura. 
[Mathura is a holy place like Ayodhya where Lord Krishna, the incarnation of Vishnu in 
the Dwapar Yug (era) that followed that of Lord Ram in the Treta Yug, did his worldly 
deeds. This holy name shows that both Lord Krishna and Lord Ram are the same, only 
they were born in different eras. ‘Mathura’ = a city associated with Lord Krishna; 
‘Sthitham’ = to be established in.] 
Tarts (30) ‘Rajkaantakam’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) is the slayer of the haughty Rajak 
(in his incarnation as Lord Krishna). [The story of Rajak is related to Lord Krishna, and it 
appears in Vishnu Puran, Khanda or Ansha no. 5, Canto no. 19, verse nos. 14-17. It says 
that when Lord Krishna went to Mathura on the invitation of Kansha, its cruel ruler, the 
Lord met Rajak. The latter was very haughty because of his friendliness with Kansha. By 
profession he used to colour clothes. When Lord Krishna and his elder brother Balraam 
asked Rajak for clothes that were coloured blue and yellow, Rajak rebuked them and said 
many unwarranted things. The Lord became infuriated and hit him hard with his open 
palms. This resulted in breaking Rajak’s head from his neck, and he died. The Lord then 
snatched two pieces of cloth, one coloured blue and the other yellow, from him. Baalram 
wore the blue coloured cloth and Lord Krishna the yellow one. ‘Rajak’ = the name of a 
person who was very haughty and dear of Kansha, the cruel ruler of Mathura; 
‘Antakaam’ = one who brings about an end.] 

(b) The Lord (Sri Ram) is as glorious, splendorous, brilliant and shining as the 
brilliant white colour of silver. That is, the Lord possesses all the best of virtues, and is 
most holy and pure because the colour ‘white’ is a representative colour of these grand 
and noble qualities. [“Rajat’ = silver; ‘Kaanta’ = radiance (as white as silver). ] 
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(c) The Lord (Sri Ram) is as splendorous and radiant as light; the Lord removes 
darkness with the light of his presence. The word ‘light’ here also means the illumination 
provided by knowledge, erudition, wisdom and enlightenment which removes the 
darkness of ignorance and delusions. [‘Raja’ = light, illumination; ‘Kaantakam’ = one 
who does or provides something, or brings into effect. ] 

TARGA | (31) “Gaja-maarakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had slayed the elephant known as 
Gaja (in his incarnation as Lord Krishna). [‘Gaja’ = the elephant; ‘Marakam’ = one who 
killed. 

This story relates to Lord Krishna. This event is narrated in great detail in 
Bhagvat Maha-puran, as well as in Vishnu Puran, Khand no. 5, Canto 20, verse nos. 22- 
23, 30-44. 

Lord Krishna and his elder brother Balraam had killed a wild and intoxicated 
elephant known as Kuvalyaapid especially sent by Kansha to kill Krishna and his brother 
Balraam when the two brothers were coming to attend the ceremony of the bow to be 
held at the royal pavilion of Kansha, the cruel and tyrannical ruler of Mathura. The Lord 
had, however, broken this bow earlier (verse nos. 15-17). 

This elephant had the strength of Erawat, the royal elephant of Indra, the king of 
gods. It was standing guard at the gate of the royal pavilion, and it attacked the Lord as he 
came to the gate. Krishna yanked its left tusk with his right hand, and used it to shatter 
the head of its tamer, the Mahout. Meanwhile, Balraam broke the elephant’s right tusk 
and used it as a battering ram to kill other Mahouts standing nearby. Finally, Balraam 
jumped and kicked the elephant viciously on its head, thereby killing it on the spot. ] 
wad (32) ‘Sannutam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is praised, revered, adored, worshipped and 
honoured by those who are exalted, honourable and high. The Lord possesses the best of 
virtues and glories. The Lord is most exalted, the best and supreme. [‘Uttam’ = best; 
‘Sannutam’ = to have qualities that are best, to be exalted and high. ] 
aA (33) ‘Bakamaarkam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the Bak. [The term ‘Bak’ 
has two meanings—one is a demon named Bakaasur, and the other is demon in the form 
of a crane. The word ‘Maarakam’ means the killer of this demon. 

The story associated with this demon is briefly as follows—(a) Bakaasur was a 
demon who lived near the small town of Ekacakranagar. He used to kill the residents of 
this town. So they reached an agreement with him that one human being would 
voluntarily go to him with other eatables, but the demons should not kill at random. 
When the Pandavas came to live here during their forest exile, they came to know of this 
curse, and Bhima, the strongest of the Pandava brothers, killed this demon. This rid the 
town of its menace. This story is narrated in Mahabharata, Aadiparva, 163. 

(b) The demon Bak in the form of a crane—this story is mentioned in Bhagvata 
Maha Puran, Skanda 10, Canto 11, verse nos. 46-51. He was killed by Lord Krishna. It so 
happened that one day Lord Krishna, his brother Balraam and other companions had gone 
to a large water body to quench the their own thirst as well as of their cows and calves. 
When they were in the process of drinking water, a great demon named Bakaasur, who 
lived in the water as a huge crane, immediately lunged forward and gulped down 
Krishna. When the Lord entered the demon’s mouth, he began to scorch his palate and 
inner throat as if they were on fire. The demon became terrified and vomited Krishna out, 
but rushed forward to kill him. Then Lord Krishna caught hold of the demons beaks and 
tore it apart just like one tears a reed into two pieces. ] 
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grad (34) ‘Vrish-ghaatakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the demon named Vrish 
or Vrish-bhaasur (in his incarnation as Lord Krishna). [‘Vrish’ = a bison; ‘Ghaatakam’ = 
a killer; the Lord who killed this demon. 

Vrishbhaasur, the bison-shaped demon, was killed by Lord Krishna. This story is 
mentioned in Vishnu Puran, Khand or Ansha 5, Canto 14, verse nos. 1-14. This demon 
was in the form of a wild bison who had once come to Vrindavan, causing terror amongst 
the humble cowherd community. They appealed to Lord Krishna. The Lord challenged 
him, yelling and clapping loudly to divert the demon’s attention towards himself. The 
bison rushed towards Krishna, pointing his horns at the Lord. Krishna stood like a rock, 
and caught hold of the demon by the horns and punched him in his abdomen with his 
bent knee. Then Krishna twisted and turned around the demon’s neck as one wrings a 
piece of wet cloth to squeeze out the water from it. Then, the Lord yanked out a horn and 
attacked the demon with it. The demon vomited blood and died instantly. ] 
gone (35) ‘Turgaadanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who had killed the demon named 
Turga (a donkey). [‘Turga’ = a demon in the form of a horse or a donkey; “‘Danam’ = to 
vanquish; to subdue, to trounce. 

Dhenukaasur or Turgaasur—The word ‘Dhenu’ or ‘Turga’ mean a donkey or a 
horse. Hence, this demon (Asur) was in the form of wild donkey or a horse. Lord Krishna 
had killed him. This story is narrated in Bhagvat Maha Puran, Skandha 10, Canto 15, 
verse nos. 20-40, and Vishnu Puran, Khanda or Ansha 5, Canto 8, verse nos. 1-13. 
Briefly it says that there was a forest of rich coconut trees. A demon in the form of a 
donkey or a horse lived in it. He used to destroy the fruits and create unnecessary havoc 
in this forest. Once, Lord Krishna and his elder brother Balraam came there. The two 
brothers wished to eat the ripe fruits of the coconut trees, and so Balraam fell some of 
them. The demon heard the sound and charged at them. He kicked Balraam with his two 
hind legs on his chest. Balraam caught hold of the demon with these legs and swung him 
around. Then he dashed him on a sturdy coconut tree, thereby killing him. All other 
companions of this demon who came to help him met the same fate.] || 41! 
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Line no. 6— 7a (36) ‘Nandajam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who became the son of Nanda. 
[This refers to Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as Lord Krishna. Addressing Lord Ram as Lord 
Krishna is to establish uniformity between these two incarnations of Lord Vishnu. The 
story goes that after Lord Krishna was born to Devki inside the cell of a prison of 
Kansha, the cruel ruler of Mathura, his worldly father, Vasudev, had taken the infant 
Krishna and gave him to Nanda who was the chief of the cowherd community of Gokul 
in Vrindavan. His wife was Yashoda who brought up Lord Krishna as her own son. This 
story is narrated in Bhagvat Maha Puran, Skanda 10, Canto 3, verse nos. 47-54, and in 
Canto 5, verse no. 23-27, as well as in Vishnu Puran, Khanda or Ansha 5, Canto 3, verse 
nos. 1-23. ‘Nanda’ = the name of the chief of the cowherd community of Vrindavan; 
‘Nandan’ = ason.] 

agaa (37) “Vasudevajam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who was born as the son of Vasudeo. 


[This refers to Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as Lord Krishna. Addressing Lord Ram as Lord 
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Krishna is to establish uniformity between these two incarnations of Lord Vishnu. 
Vasudeo was married to Devaki, the sister of Kansha who was the tyrannical ruler of 
Mathura. Vasudeo and Devaki had prayed to Lord Vishnu in an earlier life that they want 
to have the Lord as their son. So Lord Vishnu incarnated as Lord Krishna to become the 
son of the couple. But as it happened, Kansha was cursed that the eighth son of Devaki 
would be his killer, so he threw them in jail and started killing all the children born to the 
couple. It was in this prison cell that Krishna revealed himself to the couple. ‘Vasudeo’ 
was the son of king Shur of Mathura, and he was married to Devaki, the sister of Kansha 
who was the son of Ugrasen of the Bhoj dynasty. This story is narrated in Bhagvat Maha 
Puran, Skanda 10, Canto 1 to 3; and in Vishnu Puran, Khanda or Ansha 5, Cantos | to 3.] 
afeaat (38) ‘Bali-yagya-gam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who had gone to attend the fire 
sacrifice of king Bali. [This refers to Lord Vaaman who was an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu as a dwarf mendicant. He had gone to attend the fire sacrifice held by Bali, and 
had measured the entire creation in his two steps, while the third was placed on Bali’s 
head, thereby subduing him. This name again establishes that all the incarnations of Lord 
Vishnu have the same importance and significance. ‘Bali’ = a great king who was 
renowned for his charities; “Yagya’ = fire sacrifice; ‘Gam’ = to go. 

The legend of this incarnation is briefly as follows— This is the fifth incarnation 
of Vishnu. When Bali, the grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had incarnated as 
Nrisingh, conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of Gods who ruled 
over the heavens, Vishnu had taken the dwarfish form of a Brahmin mendicant to retrieve 
the heaven for Indra when he was requested by Aditi, the mother of Gods, to do so. He 
approached Bali, who was famous for his charities, as a “Vaaman’ or a dwarf, and begged 
him for ground sufficient enough to be covered by his three small steps. When the 
unsuspecting Bali agreed, Vaaman measured the entire earth with one step, the heaven 
with the second step, and for the third step he measured Bali’s own head symbolizing the 
crown of the kingdom of Bali. He put his third step on Bali’s head and pushed the latter 
to the nether world. Hence, Vishnu is also called ‘Trivikram’—one who conquered the 
three worlds in three steps. But the Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice 
done to a magnanimous Bali who had been righteous and firm in his vow of making 
charity, and never rescinded on his commitments. So, the Lord made him the king of the 
nether world, and himself took up the job of protecting him there as his gatekeeper. This 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu is his fifth and followed the Nrisingh form which was the 
fourth. The idea behind this Vaaman incarnation is that even the most humble looking 
man, represented by the diminutive Vaaman in this story, can indeed have the stupendous 
power of the Spirit that even the most powerful gods and kings lack.] 
gaap | (39) ‘Surpaalakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the sustainer, protector and well- 
wisher of the Gods. [‘Sur’ = gods; ‘Palakam’ = one who sustains and protects. ] 
om A ÅR ne è yem--‘Twam Bhaje Jadishwaram Nar-rupinam 
Raghunandanam’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is 
in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu 
dynasty. [Refer line no. 4.] |! & II 
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Line no. 7— #14 (40) ‘Keshavam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is also known as Keshav. 
[This name is used for Lord Vishnu as well as for Lord Krishna. The use of this name for 
Lord Ram implies that there is no difference between the two forms of Lord Vishnu as 
Ram and Krishna. The Tripadvibhut Maha Narayan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, 
Canto 7, paragraph no. 18 says that Keshav, or Lord Vishnu, has twenty-four Vyuhas or 
forms. These 24 forms are the different incarnations, called the ‘Avtaars’, of Lord 
Vishnu. There are said to be ten chief ones and fourteen minor ones. The ten main ones = 
Matsya (Fish), Kurma (Tortoise), Varaaha (Boar), Nrisingh (half man and half lion), 
Vaaman (Dwarf), Balraam, Ram, Krishna, Buddha, Kalki. The fourteen minor ones = 
such as sage Sankaadi, Kapil, Narad, Veda Vyas, Dattatreya, Nar-Narayan, Rishavdeo, 
King Prithu, Dhanvantri, Mohini, Hayagriva, Hans, Yagya or fire sacrifice, and Hari who 
blessed the child devotee Dhruv = total 24 Avtaars.] 

aAa (41) ‘Kapiveshtitam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) was surrounded by the monkeys. 
[The monkey army had surrounded the Lord from all sides throughout the Lanka 
campaign. ‘Kapi’ = monkeys; ‘Aaveshtita’ = to surround, to cover.] 

fme (42) ‘Kapi-maarakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who had killed the monkey (named 
Vaali, the elder brother of Sugriv). [Vaali was the elder brother of Sugriv and the king of 
the monkey race. He had thrashed his younger brother Sugriv due to some 
misunderstanding and threw him out of the kingdom, thereby usurping his share and right 
to the throne of Kishkindha, the capital of the kingdom of monkeys. Not only this, Vaali 
had also kept Sugriv’s lawful wife as his mistress, a deed which is totally unethical. Lord 
Ram had slayed Vaali when Sugriv complained of the injustice that was done to him by 
his own brother. ] 

THR | (43) ‘Mrig-mardinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the deer. [This relates 
to the slaying of the demon Marich who was forced by the demon king Ravana to become 
a decoy golden deer so that he could steal Sita from the forest hermitage of Lord Ram. 
Ravana was instigated by his sister Supernakha who was earlier deformed by Lord Ram 
by getting her nose and ears cut when she tried to lure the Lord with her lascivious 
gestures. This stealing of Sita set the stage for the grand war of Lanka when the whole of 
the evil demon race was annihilated by Lord Ram so that Sita could be rescued from 
Ravana’s clutches. ‘Mrig’ = deer; ‘Mardinam’ = one who killed. ] 

gt (44) ‘Sundaram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is beautiful and enchanting. [‘Sundar’ = 
beautiful. The word does not only mean physical beauty but also beauty of the eclectic 
virtues, noble character and superior knowledge that the Lord exemplified. Everything 
about the Lord was beautiful and magnificent and most charming. ] 

Romeor (45) ‘Dwijpaalakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a sustainer, protector, care-taker 
and well-wisher of the Brahmins (the learned and the upper class in the society). [“Dwij’ 
= a Brhahmin; ‘Paalakam’ = one who takes care of someone else. ] 

fefaste4 (46) ‘Diti-jaardanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the killer and eliminator, or the 
crusher and vanquisher of the demons and other evil creatures who are the sons of Diti. 
[“Diti’ = the mother of demons; ‘Jaardanam’ = the one who kills, vanquishes, crushes or 
subdues the sons of Diti.] 

ag (47) ‘Danujaadanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the killer of demons. [“Danuj’ = 


demons; ‘Jaardanam’ = the one who kills, vanquishes, crushes or subdues them.] 11 %11 
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Line no. 8— em (48) ‘Baalakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had taken the form of a child 
when he revealed himself as a human being. [This refers to the birth of Lord Vishnu as 
Ram in the household of king Dasrath and queen Kaushalya of Ayodhya. ‘Baalak’ = a 
child. ] 

awf (49) ‘Khar-mardinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had killed the demon named Khar. 
[“Khar’ = a demon by this name; ‘Mardinam’ = a slayer or killer of.] 

æða (50) ‘Rishi-poojitam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had been worshipped, adored and 
honoured by the Rishis. [“Rishi’ = sages and seers; ‘Poojitam’ = worshipped by.] 
yfafataty =| (51) ‘Muni-chintitam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) was the subject of regular 
contemplation, meditation and remembrance by the Munis. [‘Muni’ = sages and hermits; 
‘Chintitam’ = constantly remembered by. ] 

om A ÅR ne | wrcaa-- ‘Twam Bhaje Jadishwaram Nar-rupinam 
Raghunandanam’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is 
in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu 
dynasty. [Refer line no. 6.] || 21 
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Line no. 9— wet (52) ‘Shankaram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is known as ‘Shankar’—one 
who is truthful, beautiful, wise, enlightened, auspicious, holy and divine. [‘Shankar’ is a 
term usually used to mean Lord Shiva, but it is also an epithet that covers these virtues 
and characters. Therefore it is both a proper noun as well as an adjective. ] 

wea (53) ‘Jalshaa-yinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) sleeps on the water. [This refers to 
Lord Vishnu’s cosmic form that is depicted in the Purans, the ancient texts, as lying 
reclining on a bed made of the coiled body of the celestial serpent known as Seshnath 
who floats on the surface of Kshirsagar, the celestial ocean of milk. ‘Jal’ = water; ‘Shaa- 
yinam’ = one who sleeps on.] 

eF (54) ‘Kush-baalakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had a son named Kush. [Kush was 
the elder son of Lord Ram, and he was born to Sita, the Lord’s divine consort, in the 
hermitage of sage Valmiki. His younger brother was named Lav. ‘Kush’ = name of 
Ram’s son; ‘Baalakam’ = a child.] 

warea | (55) “Rath-vaahanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) who rides on a chariot. [‘Rath’ = a 
chariot; ‘Vaahan’ = a vehicle. ] 

maTi (56) ‘Saryu-natam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is shown respect by the holy river Saryu 
who bows before him. [‘Saryu’ = the name of a river that flows north of Ayodhya; 
‘Natam’ = to bow before. |] 

Aage (57) ‘Priya-pushpakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to Pushpak (the celestial 
vehicle of Kuber, the treasurer of the Gods). [The story goes that the demon Ravana had 
defeated Kuber and captured the treasury of the Gods. He had kept this plane, named 
Pushpak, in his captivity. When Lord Ram won the war and killed Ravana, it was this 
plane that the Lord used to come back to Ayodhya. Then the Lord allowed Pushpak to go 
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back to the heaven, thereby freeing it from its bondage. It ought to be remembered here 
that in ancient Hindu mythology, even such inanimate objects as the air-plane known as 
Pushpak are depicted in a personified form. The reason is that anything that lives in the 
heaven is supposed to be divine and holy, and therefore immortal as compared to the 
mortal creatures of this world on earth. 

Since the Lord had provided the Pushpak its freedom, he became dear to the 
latter. ‘Priya’ = dear; ‘Pushpakam’ = the air-plane of Kuber that was held captive by 
Ravana. | 
frayqat (58) ‘Priya-bhusuram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to the ‘Bhusurs’, the gods or 
the lords of the earth. [This term “Bhusur’ refers to the Brahmin class which is regarded 
as the most exalted amongst the human race. They are honoured as being equivalent to 
the Gods in the heaven. ‘Priya’ = dear; ‘Bhu’ = earth; ‘Sur’ = the gods. ] 
eatery (59) ‘Lav-baalakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had a child (son) named Lav. [Lav 
was the younger brother of Kush. ‘Lav’ = the name of the second son of Ram; 
‘Baalakam’ = a child.] || @ 1! 
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Line no. 10— ÑW (59) ‘Sri-dharam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) literally bears or holds Sri 
(Laxmi, the patron goddess of prosperity and well-being, and the divine consort of 
Vishnu) on his chest or bosom. That is, Sri or goddess Laxmi is very dear to the cosmic 
Lord known as Vishnu. [“Sri’ = Laxmi; ‘Dharam’ = to place, to establish, to put.] 

agga (60) ‘Madhu-sudanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the killer of the demon Madhu. 
[This refers to Lord Vishnu killing the demon named Madhu along with another demon 
named Kaitav. Therefore the Lord is known as Maadhav as well as Madhusudan. See line 
no. 1, name no. 5. ‘Madhu’ = the name of a demon; ‘Sudanam’ = the killer or slayer. ] 
wast (61) ‘Bharataa-grajam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the elder brother of Bharat. [Lord 
Ram were four brothers—Ram, Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan. Ram was the eldest, 
followed by Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan who was the youngest. ‘Bharat’ = the 
younger brother of Ram; ‘Agraj’ = elder brother. ] 

mesas | (62) “Garud-dhwajam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has Garud sitting on his flag, or 
the royal flag of the Lord has the sign of Garud marked on it. [This clearly refers to Lord 
Vishnu whose mount is Garud, the celestial heron or eagle. Lord Vishnu’s flag has the 
form—a sign— of Garud embroidered on it, much like a sign that the flags of kings and 
emperors have that are exclusive to them and help to identify them. Garud is also shown 
as sitting on the Lord’s flag. Garud is also the vehicle of Lord Vishnu, and is regarded as 
swift as the mind in its movement—i.e. it can go anywhere at will in the shortest time 
possible. ‘Garud’ = the mount of Vishnu; “‘Dhwaj’ = flag.] 

om ast et nei wry ‘Twam Bhaje Jadishwaram Nar-rupinam 
Raghunandanam’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is 
in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu 
dynasty. [Refer line no. 8.] || 8° 1! 
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Line no. 11— ùa (63) ‘Gopriyam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) was dear to the cows, or he 
loved the cows (in his incarnation as Lord Krishna). [Once again, as often in this hymn, 
Lord Ram and Lord Krishna are treated as one, because these two incarnations were the 
only two main forms that Lord Vishnu had taken as a human. ‘Go’ = cow in Sanskrit or 
Hindi; ‘Priyam’ = to be dear of.] 

WJ (64) ‘Guru-putradam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had given his Guru (teacher) his son 
back. [This again relates to Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as Lord Krishna. The Lord was 
taught by Saandipani. When the education was complete, the Lord asked his Guru to ask 
for anything as a gift in return for giving his knowledge. The teacher was learned, and he 
did not want anything in return, but his wife requested Krishna that if he is really 
interested in giving some sort of gift then he should bring their dead son back to them. So 
Krishna went to the nether world but could not find their son. Then he went to the heaven 
and found him in the custody of Yam, the god of death. Krishna then brought the son and 
gave him to his teacher Saandipani. This incident is narrated in Srimad Bhagwat Puran, 
Skandha 10, Purvaardha, Canto 45, verse nos. 31-48. ‘Guru’ = a teacher; ‘Putra’ = a son; 
‘Dam’ = to give.] 

aadi W (65) ‘Vadataam Varam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the greatest giver of boons and 
the best speaker or orator. [“Vadataam’ = a speaker; “Varam’ = the senior most; a boon.] 
aema | (66) ‘Karunaa-nidhim’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a treasury of mercy, 
compassion, benevolence and grace. [“Karuna’= mercy, compassion; ‘Nidhi’ = a 
treasury, a source of something great. ] 

aeq (67) ‘Bhaktapam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a protector of devotees. [‘Bhakta’ = 
devotee; “Tapam’ = miseries and torments. ] 

aE (68) ‘Jantoshadam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the one who gives or grants 
contentedness and satisfaction to his subjects and dependants. [‘Jana’ = subjects, 
dependants; ‘Tosh’ = satisfaction, contentedness; “Danam’ = to give, grant.] 

gugfst (69) ‘Sur-pujitam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is worshipped, adored, honoured and 
respected by the Gods. [‘Sur’= gods; ‘Pujitam’ = is worshipped by. ] 

fafa: T4 (70) ‘Srutibhi Stutam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is lauded and honoured by the 
Vedas (the ancient scriptures. [‘Sruti’ = the Vedas; “Stutam’ = honoured and adored.] |! 
Bl 
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Line no. 12— fre (71) ‘Bhuktidam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of all comforts and 
sufferings (according to the creature’s deeds). [Being the Supreme Lord of creation, it is 
he who decides the degree and extent of reward in the way of pleasures and comfort that 
a creature is eligible to get by the virtue of the good deeds done by it, or a punishment by 
the way of sufferings and pains for the evil deeds. ‘Bhukti’ = to suffer or enjoy; ‘Dam’ = 
a giver. ] 
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sagna (72) ‘Janmuktidam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of Mukti (liberation and 
deliverance to the soul of the living being) to the living being who is the subject of the 
kingdom of the Lord. [Being the Supreme Lord of creation, he grants emancipation and 
salvation to the creature; it is the Lord who can provide the creature with freedom from 
the horrors of this world and its endless cycle of birth and death along with their attendant 
problems and torments. ‘Jana’ = subjects, followers, dependants; ‘Mukti’ = liberation and 
deliverance; ‘Dam’ = giver.] 

was (73) ‘Jana-ranjanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of happiness and joy to his 
subjects and followers. [‘Jana’ = subjects, followers, dependants; ‘Ranjan’ = happiness 
and joy.] 

THA | (74) ‘Nrip-nandanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) became a son of the king (Dasrath 
of Ayodhya). [In his previous life, Dasrath was a king named Manu. He is regarded as the 
first male amongst the human race. He and his wife Satrupa had prayed to Lord Vishnu 
that they want the Lord as their son. It was this boon that resulted in Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Being, to become a son of Dasrath. In this incarnation, Vishnu was known as 
‘Ram’. ‘Nrip’ = king; ‘Nandanam’ = a son. ] 

om ast oe nei è @e-- ‘Twam Bhaje Jadishwaram Nar-rupinam 
Raghunandanam’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is 
in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu 
dynasty. [Refer line no. 10.] 11 221! 
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Line no. 13— f4s4 (75) ‘Chddhanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is pure cosmic 
Consciousness personified. [“Chidda’ = consciousness; ‘Dhanam’ = a treasury, fount, 
source, dense. ] 

faxsiifat (76) ‘Chir-jivanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an eternal life; the Lord has an 
infinitely long life. [“Chir’ = long-lasting, infinite, eternal, always; ‘Jivanam’ = life. ] 
am (77) ‘Mani-maalinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) wears a garland or a necklace of 
priceless gems. [“Mani’ = gem; “Maala’ = garland or necklace. ] 

axelsfaq_ | (78) ‘Varandomukham’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is ever eager and ready to grant 
auspicious boons and gifts (to his followers and devotees who are righteous and holy). 
[‘Var’ = boons and grants; ‘Unmukham’ = ready, eager, inclined to do or give.] 

at (79) ‘Sridharam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) bears the sign of the Srivatsa on his chest. 
[This is the mark of the foot of sage Bhrigu which he had caste on the chest of Vishnu 
ones when he got annoyed upon the Lord. The Lord is so enamoured of his devotees that 
instead of taking umbrage at this disrespect shown by the sage and punishing him for his 
misdemeanor, he had blessed the sage that his footprint would always remain on his chest 
as one of the jewels worn by Lord Vishnu. However, Laxmi was so angry at the temerity 
of sage Brighu that she cursed that henceforth she, in the form of wealth and material 
abundance, would always shun a Brahmin; it is believed that this is the reason why 
Brahmins, who are otherwise of a high birth, are always serving others in the society who 
are junior to them by birth for their monetary needs. Refer Atharva Veda’s Gopal Uttar 
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Tapini Upanishad, verse nos. 30 and 35. ‘Sri’ = the sign of the Srivatsa; ‘Dharam’ = to 
bear. ] 

gyfa (80) ‘Dhriti-daayakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of Dhriti, also known as 
‘Dhairya’—1i.e. the virtues of patience, courage, fortitude and forbearance. [That is, the 
Lord empowers the person who is devoted to the Lord and seeks the Lord’s support to 
develop the grand virtues of patience and courage as well as fortitude and forbearance 
which helps him to overcome all the problems of life with calmness and poise. Such a 
man is never disturbed or agitated mentally and emotionally, and he is able to maintain 
his balance and composure. “Dhrit’ = courage, patience, fortitude and forbearance; 
‘Daayakam’ = giver or bestower of something. ] 

qva (81) ‘Bal-vardhanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) enhances strength and valour (of his 
devotees and followers, as well as those who are righteous and holy). The Lord 
encourages those who are good and righteous by enhancing their strength to cope with 
adversities and evil. [“Bal’ = force, strength; ‘Vardhanam’ = to increase. ] 

after (82) ‘Gati-daayakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) gives the creature his ultimate 
destination in the form of rest for his soul and its emancipation and salvation. This is 
called ‘Gati’ or final destination. It also means that the Lord provides the world (i.e. its 
creature and the elements) the power of movement and the ability to keep the momentum. 
[“Gati’ = the ultimate destination; speed and swiftness of movement; ‘Daayakam’ = 
giver.] || 3 1| 
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Line no. 14— më (83) ‘Shantidam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a giver of peace, 
tranquility and solace to the creature and his soul. [“Shanti’ = peace; ‘Dam’ = giver.] 
WAaRH (84) ‘Jan-taarakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the one who takes the subjects of his 
kingdom (living beings, followers, devotees and dependants) across the formidable 
barrier represented by this world of transmigration, a world of delusions and endless 
cycle of birth and death along with its attendant miseries and torments. The Lord helps 
his subjects to overcome all spiritual hurdles and takes them to cross the vast ocean 
represented by the countless problems and horrors of this world. [“Jana’ = subjects, 
dependants, followers; “Tarakam’ = one who takes across a formidable barrier. ] 

mami (85) ‘Shar-dhaarinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) holds an arrow (in his hands). 
[‘Shar’ = arrow; ‘Dhaarinam’ = to hold.] 

mwm | (86) ‘Gaj-gaaminam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) had rushed forward or gone 
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swiftly to save the elephant known as the Gaj. [This relates to an incident when Lord 
Vishnu had gone to save an elephant who was being pulled in the water by a crocodile. 
The elephant had tried all his might to save himself, but failed. When he was just about to 
completely drown in the water, he broke a lotus from the surrounding water and offered 
the flower as his last offering to the Lord. The Lord then rushed to save his devotee, the 
elephant. The Lord not only pulled him out of the water but cut off the head of the 
crocodile with his Chakra, the circular saw-like invincible weapon of Lord Vishnu. 
‘Gaja’ = an elephant; “Gaaminum’ = to go.] 


557 


om A de nei @e-- ‘Twam Bhaje Jadishwaram Nar-rupinam 
Raghunandanam’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is 
in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu 
dynasty. [Refer line no. 12.] |! ¢¥1I 
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Line no. 15— mo (87) ‘Shaangrinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) holds a bow known as 
Shaarang. [This is the bow held by Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of creation. It 
symbolizes the cosmic senses of the Viraat Purush. This bow of Lord Vishnu is also 
known as the Shaankhya Dhanush (bow). It was made from the bones of demon named 
Shaankhya-chuda after he was killed by Lord Shiva. According to Krishna Upanishad of 
the Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 23, the Shaarang bow of Lord Vishnu stands for the 
Vaishnavi Maya which is the primary form of Maya closely associated witty Vishnu. The 
Atharva Veda’s Gopal Uttar Tapini Upanishad, verse no. 38 says that this Shaarang bow 
represents the Maya of the Supreme Being. ] 

pomi (88) ‘Kamalaa-nanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has eyes like the lotus flower. 
[“Kamal’ = lotus; ‘Nanam’ = eyes.] 

Hoi (89) ‘Kamalaa-drisham’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) looks as beautiful and 
untainted as the lotus flower. (b) The Lord (Ram as Vishnu) keeps his sight on Kamalaa, 
goddess Laxmi, his divine consort. [‘Kamal’ = lotus; ‘Kamalaa’ = goddess Laxmi, the 
divine consort of Vishnu; ‘Drisham’ = seen, observed. ] 

qag | (90) ‘Pad-pankajam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has lotus like feet. [‘Pad’ = feet; 
‘Pankaj’ = lotus.] 

zarqe (91) ‘Shyaamalam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has a dark complexion. [‘Shyaamal’ = 
dark complexion. ] 

wast (92) ‘Ravi-bhaasuram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is as splendorous, radiant and 
glorious as the brilliant Sun. [‘Ravi’ = sun; ‘Bhaasuram’ = splendour and brilliance. ] 
Reie (93) ‘Shashi-saukhya-dam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the Moon that is 
soothing, provides comfort and peace, as well as happiness and joy to the beholder. 
[‘Shashi’ = moon; ‘Saukhya’ = happiness and joy; ‘Dam’ = gives.] 

HOUTA (94) ‘Karunaa-rnavam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is an ocean of and a personified 
form of the glorious virtues of mercy, compassion and kindness. [‘Karuna’ = mercy; 
“Varnam’ = a personified form of.] 1 %4 11 
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Line no. 16— waft (95) ‘Satpatim’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is truly the supreme Lord of 


creation. He is the patron Lord of the grand virtue of Truth. [‘Sat’ = true, truth; ‘Patim’ = 
lord.] 
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qe (96) ‘Nrip-paalakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the sustainer, care-taker, protector 
and well-wisher of all the kings of this world. [‘Nrip’ = king; ‘Paalakam’ = protector and 
sustainer. | 

qwat<t (97) ‘Nrip-vanditam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is adored, honoured and praised by 
all the kings. [“Nrip’ = king; ‘Vanditam’ = praised and honoured by.] 

mAN | (98) ‘Nripati-priyam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is dear to all the kings in this 
world. [‘Nrip’ = king; ‘Priyam’ = dear.] 

om A mÅR nei è e-- ‘Twam Bhaje Jadishwaram Nar-rupinam 
Raghunandanam’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is 
in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu 
dynasty. [Refer line no. 14.] 11 2&1! 
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Line no. 17— frit (99) ‘Nirgunam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is without any attributes and 
definable qualities that may be limiting in their reach. [This is the cosmic and all- 
pervading form of the Supreme Being. This form is infinite, indescribable, beyond the 
reach of the mind and the intellect, all-encompassing and universal. It takes the form of 
each single individual element and thing in this world because the entire creation is a 
revelation of the same Supreme Being. Nothing in existence is not one or the other form 
of this Supreme Being. therefore, no single word or quality or epithet or attribute would 
do justice to who the Lord actually is or the form in which he exists because each one of 
them has its own limitation but the Lord is limitless and infinite in meaning and form. 
The Lord, for instance, is like the sky or the air or the water which have no definitive 
shape of their own but take the shape of the container in which they are present. The 
water in a cup, a piece of ice and the ocean is the same element known as ‘water’ though 
there is a vast difference between them. ‘Nirguna’ = without any Gunas or qualities. ] 
apne (100) ‘Sagunaatmakam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is also with attributes and known 
qualities. [This relates to the known world that is visible. All things and creatures have a 
certain form, whether that form is miniscule like the atom or the single-celled creature 
such as the bacteria or amoeba, or like the colossus mountain, the tall trees or huge 
animals that roam the surface of earth, or even as the human being of myriad cultural 
backgrounds, ethnicity, language, beliefs etc. All of them are one or the other form of the 
same Supreme Lord. So the Lord has a given set of attributes and qualities in any given 
form in which the units of this creation exist. Therefore we say that the Lord has 
attributes. Even when the Supreme Lord himself took a birth as an incarnation, say for 
instance Lord Ram in our case, he had certain physical characteristics and personality 
traits. That is, he had some specific attributes and qualities that were specific to this form 
of Ram. Hence, the Supreme Being is ‘Saguna’ also. This is the great paradox of the Lord 
which makes him indefinable and beyond comprehension of the limited reach of the mind 
and the intellect—that he is ‘Nirguna’ as well as ‘Saguna’. The word ‘Saguna’ means to 
have certain qualities and attributes. ] 

qrvst (101) ‘Nrip-mandanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is like the crown jewel and an 
ornament amongst the legend of kings and emperors who ever ruled this world. He is the 
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greatest of kings and emperors of this world. [That is, he has all the best qualities and 
character traits that one expects from a king or an emperor—such as for instance his 
nature of being merciful, compassionate, forgiving, graceful, law-abiding, caring, loving, 
benevolent, magnanimous, charitable, judicious and farsighted, as well as strong, valiant, 
powerful, dignified, honourable and taintless. ‘Nrip’ = king; ‘Mandanam’ = ornamental 
decoration. ] 

aat | (102) ‘Mati-vardhanam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) enhances one’s intellectual and 
mental refinement, prowess and abilities. The Lord blesses his devotees and followers 
with wisdom and intelligence. [Just like a student of a learned and expert teacher benefits 
from the teacher’s knowledge if the latter is kind to diligently teach his ward, the Lord 
also tries his best and ensures that those who rely upon him get the best of intellectual 
fruits that are available in this world. ‘Mati’ = mind; ‘Vardhan’ = to increase. ] 

aqyq (103) ‘Achutam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is steady, and he never can fall from his 
exalted and high stature. He is ever graceful, dignified, immaculate and beyond reproach. 
[‘Achut’ = that which does not fall.] 

years (104) ‘Purshottam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the best, an excellent and the most 
exalted Male (‘Purush’) ever born on earth. [The term ‘Purush’ has a double meaning 
here—it means that in his incarnation as a human known as Lord Ram, the Supreme 
Being is the best amongst all the males ever born on earth, and as the cosmic Supreme 
Being he is the best amongst all the Gods of the heavens. ‘Purush’ = male; ‘Uttam’ =the 
best, excellent. ] 

Afs (105) ‘Parmeshthinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the almighty, omnipotent, 
omnipresent and omniscient Supreme Being known as Parmesthi. [‘Parmesthi’ = the 
Supreme Being who is almighty, omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. ] 

faut, (106) ‘Smit-bhaashinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) has a smiling face that is 
sweet and endearing. The Lord talks or speaks sweetly and in a pleasant voice that is 
friendly, welcoming and amiable. Whenever the Lord talks he always has a sweet smile 
on his lips. [‘Smit’? = smile that is sweet and pleasant; ‘Bhaashinam’ = to talk or speak.] || 
all 
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Line no. 18— $} (107) ‘Ishwaram’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is indeed the Supreme Being 
and the Lord of the entire creation (‘Ishwar’). 

agrad (108) ‘Hanumannutam’—(a) The Lord (Sri Ram) makes Hanuman happy and 
elated. The Lord enhances the confidence and glory of Hanuman. (b) The Lord is praised, 
honoured and adored by Hanuman who bows reverentially before him. [Hanuman was 
the closest monkey devotee of the Lord. He was instrumental in finding Sita for Lord 
Ram, and in winning the war at Lanka. ‘Hanuman’ = the monkey friend and devotee of 
Lord Ram; ‘Unnat’ = to rise or increase; ‘Nuttam’ = to bow and adore someone. ] 

a@rorat (109) ‘Kamlaa-dhipam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is the Lord (husband) of Kamlaa, 
the goddess Laxmi who is Lord Vishnu’s divine consort and the patron goddess of 
prosperity and wealth. [‘Kamlaa’ = Laxmi, so-called because she holds a lotus in her 
hands; ‘Dhipam’ = lord, king, husband.] 
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samf =| (110) ‘Jan-saakshinam’—The Lord (Sri Ram) is a neutral and universal 
witness for all the living beings of this creation, and for what they do and think. [Being 
the cosmic Soul of this creation, the Lord resides in the heart of all living beings, and 
therefore nothing is hidden from him or unknown to him. The Lord is omniscient and all- 
knowing, therefore he witnesses whatever a creature does externally and overtly, as well 
as what he thinks and feels inside his mind and heart internally. ‘Jan’ = subjects of the 
kingdom, the ordinary creature; ‘Saakshi’ = witness. ] 

om ost oe nei e-- ‘Twam Bhaje Jadishwaram Nar-rupinam 
Raghunandanam’—I worship you, oh Lord (Sri Ram), who are the Lord of the world, is 
in the form of a human being, and are born in the race of kings belonging to the Raghu 
dynasty. [Refer line no. 16.] I! &¢ 1! 


[Note—The above stanzas, from no. | till no. 18, of this great devotional hymn 
dedicated to Lord Ram outline the Lord’s one hundred and ten names. Now, Lord 
Shiva tells Parvati the time when to say this hymn, and the spiritual and other 
rewards that augment to the devotee who uses this hymn to worship the Lord. ] 
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Line no. 19— Lord Shiva said—‘Anyone on the surface of this earth who offers his 
worship to Lord Ram, the Supreme Being, by faithfully and devotionally reciting this 
hymn consisting of more than a hundred glorious and divine Names of the Lord every 
morning at the time of sunrise, will develop great faith, devotion and love for the Lord 
(Sri Ram). 
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Line no. 20— Such a person would come to my (Lord Shiva’s) divine abode along with 
his kith and kin, his wife and sons etc., and would steadily serve the holy feet of the Lord 
(Sri Ram as the Supreme Being) for an infinitely long time to come.’ 
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Importance of the figure of 108 


The number ‘108’ is regarded as very auspicious because the total of its first digit ‘1’ and 
the last digit ‘8’ comes to ‘9’, which is the last numeral and the highest basic figure or 
value. The numeral ‘9’ is called the cardinal number as it is the highest amongst the 
primary list of numbers (from | to 9), and there is no number after it. It symbolically 
stands for the Supreme Being because there is nothing beyond the Supreme Being. 

The miracle of 108 is that if we add the three numbers 1 + 0 + 8 we get the 
number ‘9’. Apparently the ‘0’ appears to have no value, but then 108 is not ‘nine’ but 
‘one hundred nine’. If we remove the ‘0’, the remaining two digits, ‘1’ and ‘8’ together 
make the number ‘18’ only, while merely placing the ‘0’ in their middle enchances their 
value manifold. In other words, inspite of seeming to have no value of its own, the ‘0’ 
makes the other two numbers enhanced in value a hundred times. Likewise, though 
Brahm is passive, it is Brahm that gives this creation its meaning, worth, and life. 

There is another way of looking at the figure 108. The digit ‘O’ represents the 
formless Brahm, the Supreme Being, who is central to this creation but is so formless and 
without any attributes of his own that it is like ‘zero’. Brahm lends the creation all the 
worth it has just like the numeral ‘0’ that has no value of its own but when added to any 
given number or numeral it enhances its value by ten times, by hundred times, by 
thousand times, and by millions and millions of times. 

Brahm is the core or the center of this creation like the digit ‘0’ in 108. Just as we 
lose the figure of 108 by removing the ‘O’ from it, we lose this creation by removing 
Brahm from it. 

The creation is envisioned as an ‘egg’ or a rounded ball. The numeral ‘0’ is also 
shaped like an egg. The figure ‘1’ placed before it indicates the beginning or the primary 
stage of creation, and the figure of *8’ placed at the end indicates the maximum limit to 
which this creation can grow. As we have seen above, the numeral ‘8’ is just one short of 
the cardinal number of ‘9°. Hence here it means that even the best and the highest form of 
life in this creation is not complete without Brahm represented by the ‘0’. 

The entire creation—from the basic and rudimentary form symbolized by the 
number ‘1’ to the highest form represented by the number ‘8’—has Brahm at the center 
like the hub of a wheel. The complete entity that is known as this creation has a 
beginning represented by the numeral ‘1’, the most developed form represented by the 
numeral ‘8’, with the ‘Atma’ at the center represented by the number ‘0’. 
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Section-3/Part-3 


In this Part 3 of Section 3 we shall read the many divine Mantras or hymns dedicated to 
Lord Ram that were composed by his great devotees. 

These hymns are the following—(i) Ramashtak by sage Veda Vyas, (ii) 
Raghunath-ashtak, (iii) Sita-ram-ashtak, (iv) Sanat Kumar Sanhita’s Ramstavaraj by sage 
Narad, (v) Ram Stotra by Jatau (the Bird), (vi) Ram Stotra by Indra (the king of Gods), 
(vil) Ram Stotra by Vibhishan (the noble demon king of Lanka), (viii) Ram Stuti (prayer) 
by Brahma (the creator), and (ix) Prayer: Skand Puran, Nagar Khand. 

We shall take them up one by one. Hence, this addendum is divided into nine 
sections, each containing one such hymn. 


Ram-Ashtak (by sage Veda Vyas) 


These devotional hymns are called ‘Ashtaks’ because they have eight verses in all. These 
were composed by the great legendary sage Veda Vyas who had classified the Vedas into 
their present four volumes, had penned the eighteen Purans as well as authored the epic 
Mahabharat. His greatest contribution to the theme of devotion and worship of Lord Ram 
as the visible manifestation of the supreme transcendental Brahm is his magnum opus 
called ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ (published separately by this humble author) which narrates 
the epic story of Lord Ram with special stress on the metaphysical and spiritual value of 
the story, which is of course expected from a prodigiously enlightened man who has 
worked on the Vedas and the Purans. 


ae fas—get Wao ersay | aR Bes TAS IR I 


1. I constantly, consistently and persistently worship, praise, honour and adore Lord Ram 
who is especially and most attractive and charming, enchanting and captivating (not only 
for his physical charms but for the eclectic, holy and divine virtues and qualities that he 
possesses), who is able to smash all the sins and misdeeds of his devotees (as well as the 
horrendous consequences of such sins and misdeeds), who is the one who gives immense 
joy and exhilaration to the mind and heart of his devotees, and who is unique, 
unparalleled and second to none (1). 


Sepon- yA FAITH | aT St A E ATT, IR I 


2. I remember and concentrate my thoughts on Lord Ram, and worship, revere and praise 
him who is adorned by a matted lock of hairs on his head, who is the destroyer of all the 
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sins, who provides fearlessness to his devotees, and who is unique, unparalleled and 
without a second (2). 


Mean Soe aTe | TH ra ARS AST Ss TAASAT 113 1 


3. [remember and concentrate my thoughts on Lord Ram, and worship, revere and praise 
him who enlightens the creature about his true and essential form, who is the one who 
shows benevolence, mercy, kindness and compassion towards all, who is the one who 
helps to take one across the ocean-like world (of delusions and ignorance which leads the 
creature to fall in a muddle of miseries, torments and horrors of all kinds), who has 
equanimity as his natural temperament and is equitable and even towards all, who is 
known as ‘Shiva’ because he is the personification of truthfulness, welfare and 
auspiciousness, of renunciation and detachment, of wisdom and enlightenment, of peace, 
tranquility, happiness and bliss, and is the supreme Lord of the entire creation, who is 
known as ‘Niranjan’ (because he is the one having no defects, faults, taints, blemishes, 
shortcomings and scars of any kind; one who is absolutely immaculate and pristine pure; 
one whose sublime, subtle, esoteric and mystical form is so microscopic and diffused that 
it cannot be seen by the naked eyes of the physical gross body, but which can only be 
perceived by the eye of wisdom, erudition and enlightenment). 

He is matchless, unique and unparalleled. I worship, honour and adore such a 
Lord Ram (3). 


ag —aferd saa erode I Aa RA A S TAASAA II 


4. He had assumed a human form, which is illusionary and not his true form, out of his 
own free will because he is without a name or form as he is attributeless and without any 
specific qualities that can be quantified and qualified. He is the essential reality and the 
absolute truth in creation. He is without a physical shape, specific form or delineable 
contour. He is healthy in the sense that he does not have any shortcomings, blemishes, 
taints and faults and is above reproach. The Lord is unique, unparalleled and without a 
second in every respect. I worship, honour and adore such a Lord Ram who possesses 
these eclectic qualities and virtues (4). 


foua—hfdecfte Puray | faeHeg—aatd Fete TAASAZ IG II 


5. He is without any ‘Prapanch’ (worldly deceptions, delusions, tricks, mischief, 
maverism, cunning, deceit, conceit, fraud, artificiality, illusions, imposterings, falsehoods 
and concealments). 

He is ‘Nirvikalp’ (without an alternative and options). He is ‘Nirmal’ (pure, holy, 
immaculate, divine, uncorrupt and pristine). He is “Niramaye’ (one who is disease free in 
the sense that he is without the faults, shortcomings, flaws or blemishes associated with 
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this body or the world). He is “Chid’ personified (i.e. he is the personification of the pure 
consciousness in the form of the Atma or soul of the individual creature at the 
microcosmic level of creation as well as the supreme transcendental Brahm, the Supreme 
Being at the macrocosmic level). 

Along with other sages and seers, I worship, honour and adore such a Lord Ram 
who possesses these eclectic qualities and virtues (5). 


Tah BAe TAT | Oe HOT Wt SAAS NG II 


6. He is like a ship to help one to cross over this ocean-like world. He has assumed this 
special body (of a human) which is an illusionary form of the Lord’s true form (which is 
without any attributes and features). He is a treasury of all noble, auspicious and 
righteous virtues and qualities. He is most graceful, merciful, kind and compassionate. 

I worship, honour and adore such a Lord Ram who possesses these eclectic 
qualities and virtues (6). 


Tega SRSA are: | ITS A E WAAEAT 


7. He is known and understood in the form of the four great sayings of the scriptures 
(Vedas and Upanishads) called the ‘Maha-vakyas’ (i.e. whose true nature, form and 
essence is proclaimed, expounded, enunciated, elucidated, clarified and encapsulated in 
the form of the four great axioms and maxims of the scriptures). In fact, these sayings as 
well as all the other hymns and verses of the scriptures are personification of the Lord in 
as much as they showcase one or the other glorious and divine virtues of the Supreme 
Being. 

He is the one who is all-pervading, all-incorporating, all-encompassing and 
omnipresent supreme, transcendental and most exalted Brahm who is unique, unmatched, 
unparalleled and without a second. 

I worship, honour and adore such a Lord Ram who possesses these eclectic 
qualities and virtues (7). 


Ra yaw afai eT l Aa wet Se UREA ICI 


8. He is the bestower of well-being and auspiciousness as well as peace, tranquility, 
happiness and bliss to the creature. He is the one who can dismantle the net cast by 
ignorance and delusions in this ocean-like world which traps the creature in its never 
ending cycle of torments and miseries associated with death and birth. He is the one who 
dispels and eliminates all sorts of delusions, artificiality, doubts, confusions, 
misconceptions and vexations. He resides in an exalted abode which is holy and divine. 
He is unique, unmatched, unparalleled and without a second. 


565 


I worship, honour and adore such a Lord Ram who possesses these eclectic 
qualities and virtues (8). 


POM: 
wre waft a: gat Gs crea aE g aaa: | 
frat fret faye cremate sare tefaea wad a AM 119 1 
TARA TH ATT | 


9. Benefits :- Those who read, recite or hear these auspicious eight-verse Stotra called 
‘Ramashtak’ composed by Sage Veda Vyas, are blessed ones who are granted the boon 
of immense knowledge, expertise and skills, the boon of immense good fortune, wealth, 
prosperity and all round welfare, the boon of immense and eternal happiness, majesty, 
fame and glory as well as of successes and accomplishments in all their endeavours. Not 
only this, but these blessings go on increasing day by day for him. At the time of death, 
such persons attain the highest stature of attaining emancipation and salvation, called 
‘Moksha’ of the Atma or soul, for themselves (9). 


Thus ends ‘Ramashtak’ Stotra composed by Sage Veda Vyas. 


Raghunath-Ashtak 


This devotional hymn narrates the divine story of Ramayan in eight verses. 


saint eare TGIVSTTITL | 
fad a mA od fom adit Ga WT GATT GATT IR II 


1. He who is unborn is reality but had taken a birth on the earth to honour the prayers of 
the Wind God, the Sun God, Indra and the other Gods, who is bestowed with prominent 
noble and virtuous qualities such as having immense amount of mercy, compassion, 
kindness, charity and magnanimity, who is essentially invisible and imperceptible but has 
revealed himself in a visible form having exceedingly brilliant light and splendorous 
radiance in the form of the Sun in the sky as well as an exalted member of the solar race, 
who grew up and regularly developed in the palace of his father at Ayodhya much like 
the moon during the bright lunar fortnight (when the shining disc of the moon increases 
with each passing day), and who is worshipped, honoured and revered by all the Gods—I 
bow most reverentially, devotionally and with joyous abandon before Raghunath (i.e. the 
Lord of the Raghu race; Lord Ram) along with his divine consort Sita. He is the best 
amongst the Gods and is worshipped by them also (1). 
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feat va safe sae pot A SPA yaouqader WAH | 
fae Tees dey TSI Yass aad GS Wo VT FEAT 12 1 


2. He (Lord Ram) is the one who had broken the formidable bow of Lord Shiva into three 
parts in front of all the assembled kings as if he was effortlessly breaking the ‘Ikshu- 
dand’ (the sugarcane stem), he had calmed down the furious anger of sage Parashuram 
who had intercepted him (i.e. the marriage party of Lord Ram while it was on its way 
back to Ayodhya after his marriage with Sita at Janakpur) with a bow stringed and ready 
(to avenge the breaking of Shiva’s bow), and he had lived like a dutiful and righteous 
householder—I bow most reverentially, devotionally and cheerfully before such a Lord 
Ram along with Sita. He is the best amid the Gods and is worshipped by them as well (2). 


Pa a ag ma sa wardtaanfs Gao TSA | 
aem Tae: aae Galt AAS IT WATS GAA 113 1 


3. He had gone to the forest along with his wife (Sita) and the son of Sumitra (Laxman) 
after obtaining permission from his Guru (moral preceptor, sage Vashistha), thereby 
forsaking his right to the throne for the benefit of the Gods even though he had to 
abandon the comforts and pleasures of kinghood of a prosperous kingdom in the process. 

There in the forest, he had deformed the demoness (named Supernakha by chopping- 
off her nose and ears), and had to suffer from the agony of separation from Sita (because 
she had been abducted by Ravana, the ten headed demon). I bow most reverentially, 
devotionally and cheerfully to Raghunath (Lord Ram) along with Sita. He is the best 
amongst all the Gods and is worshipped by them also (3). 


fart tai ded aT Hat BAG ad Ged vargas 
mi araa ARa- y-ga- aR a AA TOT CATS GEA II 


4. He had granted the unique privilege of having a residence in his supreme and divine 
abode to the demons Viradh and Kabandh who were enemies of the Gods. After that, he 
had gone to Lake Pampa and eventually met Hanuman. That meeting gave him immense 
pleasure. Then he went on to the kingdom of Kishkindha where his fame was established 
because he had installed Sugriv on its throne after killing (his elder brother) Vali. I most 
cheerfully, reverentially and devotionally bow before Lord Ram and Sita. He is the best 
amongst the Gods and worshipped by them as well (4). 


Amea sea ang SÈ Ai ASAT, E 
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Agama gayi Werte Gah Wa dT GATT FAA IG I 


5. He was eager to search out his beloved (Sita) and so went to the shore of the ocean. 
Helped by the monkey army, he had constructed the stone bridge across it and had 
eventually killed Ravana and others like him in the demon race (during the epic war at 
Lanka). 

Thereafter, he had retrieved Sita who had been held captive by the demon, and after 
having established her purity by the purifying fire, he had accepted her. 

I most cheerfully, devotionally and reverentially bow before Lord Ram and Sita. He 
is the best amongst the Gods and worshipped by them as well (5). 


faa AeA Aaa Wea ATREA, | 
FSS PSPS IRE Batt aS Oe TET FAA IRI 


6. After that he had boarded the magnificent plane called ‘Pushpak’ along with his 
younger brother (Laxman), Janki (Sita) and others who had served him (i.e. the monkeys, 
bears and demons such as Sugriv, Jamvant and Vibhishan respectively). He went back to 
Ayodhya from Lanka. 
There he was crowned a king. He performed many elaborate fire sacrifices to 

please and honour the Gods. He is of a calm, tranquil and peaceful temperament. 

I most cheerfully, devotionally and reverentially bow before Lord Ram and Sita. He 
is the best amongst the Gods and worshipped by them as well (6). 


m ARR ARa- gird werak dered a Haake | 
TI wien Afsorqemt feat Gait aS WT WATT FATT Ie 


7. He was the sustainer, protector and guardian of his subjects as well as was a steadfast 
follower of Dharma (righteousness) and the path sanctified and prescribed by the Vedas 
and other scriptures. He inspired all his subjects and followers to follow that path also. 
He infused love and compassion in all the creatures by his sterling example, and was a 
magnanimous, benevolent and benign benefactor of all human kind. 

I most cheerfully, devotionally and reverentially bow before Lord Ram and Sita. He 
is the best amongst the Gods and worshipped by them as well (7). 


TSAR: TeUTTeATA festpErdRead sca ST WS TARAS | 
Se GT ARS Va WAS WOT TT FTA IC 


8. During the reign of Lord Ram, ‘Paap’ (i.e. evils, vices, sins, misdemeanors, 
perversions and misdeeds of all kinds) were not present at all— they were neither heard 
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of or observed anywhere. The Brahmins preached truthful knowledge and wisdom as 
enshrined in the scriptures, hearing of which the whole world became enlightened and 
eligible to get liberation and deliverance from the cycle of birth and death. All the 
subjects of Lord Ram achieved his divine abode (or, all the subjects had become so 
noble, virtuous, auspicious and righteous because of their constant interaction with Lord 
Ram, constant teachings of learned Brahmins, and constant diligence on their own part in 
following the tenets prescribed by the scriptures that Lord Ram sent all of them to his 
divine abode). 

I most cheerfully, devotionally and reverentially bow before Lord Ram and Sita. He 
is the best amongst the Gods and worshipped by them as well (8). 


PEJT: 
Cass gi gA A a mR yh—ghh—seraz 11g 1 
GNNEPI JIT lI 


9. Benefits:- This Stotra called ‘Raghunathashtak’ has the potential to destroy— by the 
mere reading and recitation of it regularly—all the treasury of accumulated sins and evil 
deeds that the devotees of Lord Ram might have ever committed or indulged in, 
inadvertently or otherwise, as well as their horrible consequences. They enjoy the fruits 
of this world, and in the end (i.e. at the time of death) they attain the supreme state of 
emancipation and salvation of their souls (9). 


Thus ends ‘Raghunathashtak’ Stotra. 


Sita-Ram Ashtak 


This hymn praises the venerable Lord Ram along with his divine consort Sita as the one 
who extends all protection to his devotee. The person offering this prayer lauds the 
Lord’s reputation of accepting even the most downtrodden ones and giving them solace 
and succour. Marked by great devotion and submission for the Lord, this eight-verse 
hymn has four lines to each stanza. 


TI -ANes ae ea Ge 
aaa ad fe ATTA, | 
gan-in fara aaa 
oH A GTA! f aA! À AT, IR I 
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1. Oh Lord Ram! You are most magnanimous, graceful, benign and benevolent as well as 
a protector of good people. That is why Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer, Indra 
the king of Gods, Maruts who are the different forms of the Wind God, Rudra who is one 
of the forms of Lord Shiva, and sages and seers etc. honour, revere, adore, praise, 
worship and pay their obeisance to you on the shores of the legendary ocean of milk 
called the Kshir-sagar. 

You had taken birth (i.e. had manifested) on the earth in the form of Lord Ram 
who followed the righteous and noble path called Dharma and was eternal bliss and 
enlightenment personified. You had manifested yourself to remove the burden of the 
earth (which it faced in the form of the demons that symbolised evil, vices, sins, 
wickedness, tyranny and cruelty). 

Oh the treasury and fount of mercy, kindness and compassion! Grant me a boon so 
that I can have sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be 
able to worship and serve you diligently (1). 


Tae è gA aT]! 
PHO Reece AT | 
HATO MATa Te ST OTT fer teat 
cH Aad Waa! cfs card! F ae GSgeRAT 12 II 





2. Oh Lord Ram! You are like a jewel (or an ornamentation) of the Raghu’s race (of 
Ayodhya). Oh the merciful and compassionate Lord! Your eyes are large like the petals 
of the lotus flower, and your divine and holy body has a complexion resembling the dark 
hue of rain-bearing dark clouds. You are like the Sun for the development (or 
enhancement of the pleasure of) the lotus-like heart of the creatures of this world (i.e. 
your devotees in this world feel exhilarated and fulfilled when they remember you and 
have an opportunity to witness your love for them). 

You have a tender body. You have purified and sanctified the river Saryu and 
have blessed it with divine powers by the virtue of the few specks of dust particles of 
your feet which you had washed in its waters as it passes by the city of Ayodhya during 
its course. 

Oh venerable Raghunandan (literally, the son of the Raghu’s race)! Grant me a boon 
so that I can have sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and 
be able to worship and serve you diligently (2). 


Tr We Wee Aft TS | 
wqASey—asa—Gate— aA TA! TAT | 
afar are ett] 
oH Asad aca! cfs card! F cavergsereayz 113 1 
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3. You are the complete, absolute, supreme and eternal Being; you are a measureless and 
fathomless ocean of bliss and happiness. Protect me who am most humble, miserable, 
distressed, wretched and lowly. 

Oh venerable Lord Ram who wears a ‘Pitambar’ (a silk, seamless body wrapping 
garment worn by Lord Vishnu) which resembles the dazzle of lightening in dark clouds. I 
reverentially bow before you. You are a destroyer of Kamdeo-cupid (i.e. you vanquish 
and eliminate lust, passions, greed, amorous tendencies, licentiousness, promiscuity), 
have a most charming and attractive face/countenance, and you wear a golden crown 
studded with gems and jewels. 

Oh a treasury of mercy, grace and compassion! Grant me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to worship 
and serve you diligently (3). 


Rama -Aaea 
ARAN! amaaa ARa ITÀ 

qs- -ansaa AETS 

a A gA! R aÀ ATA, LY I 


4. You wear a crown and a necklace made up of a string of gems and pearls which are so 
magnificent that they put the radiance, majesty, splendour and glow of the beautiful 
moon-light during the nights of winter to shame. Your character and virtues are as 
glorious, majestic and splendorous as millions of suns. You hold a magnificent and 
strange bow and arrow in your hands which resemble a massive baton held in your robust 
arms by which you had trounced and trampled the false pride, haughtiness and arrogance 
of the demon king (Ravana) even as a strong goad is able to pierce the head (temple) of a 
great and wild elephant and thereby subdue it. 

Oh venerable Raghunandan (literally, the great son of the Raghu’s race, i.e. Lord 
Ram)! Oh a treasury of mercy, grace and compassion! Grant me a boon so that I can have 
sincere and steadfast devotion in your august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to worship 
and serve you diligently (4). 





qaa- pg- ea AAO TORO 
STs ron ae | 
Sahat a fat vlad Hossa SASL WA aa AT 
cH Ast wa! cfs cara! A Vege Ih II 





5. In this fearsome and horrifying ocean-like world full of sorrows, miseries, troubles and 
tribulations, there are numerous wild and cruel creatures, thousands of poisonous dragons 
spewing venom in the form of wrathful fire of vengeance, there are swirling and ever 
changing swift currents representing birth, old age and death, there are terrible and 
horrifying alligators/crocodiles symbolising “Kaam’ (lust, passions, yearnings, greed, 
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desires, licentiousness, promiscuity etc.), and then there is the hallucinating and 
intoxicated ‘Mana’ or the mind-heart complex that creates such circumstances that the 
man begins to bloat and get puffed up due to such negative trait as ‘Mada’ (haughtiness, 
arrogance, pride, ego, hypocrisy etc.). 
Oh Lord! I have fallen in such an awesome horrifying ocean of sorrows and 

miseries, fears and torments. I earnestly request you to liberate and deliver me from it. 

Oh venerable Raghunandan (i.e. Lord Ram)! Oh a treasury of mercy, grace and 
compassion! Grant me a boon so that I can have sincere and steadfast devotion in your 
august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to worship and serve you diligently (5). 





aga- —Aeiehe FR Jee —Ahe_fiftsq—qus 
WSR FT RTT Se Heelers 
cH Asa Waar! cfs cara! F aegGSgTeRaAA NG | 


6. Even as a thirsty and hungry elephant, who has become wild, agitated and angry due to 
thirst and hunger, is forcefully brought under control by a goad, you must deliver me, 
who has sought shelter in your august, holy and divine feet, from the various torments 
that are constantly tormenting me and causing of much misery for me. 

Some of the negative traits and worldly delusions that are causing immense 
amount of misery for me are the following--‘Mada’ (arrogance, haughtiness, hypocrisy, 
pride and ego), ‘Moha’ (attachments, infatuations, delusions), ‘Matsarya’ (envy, jealousy, 
malice, ill-will), and other faults such as ‘Raja’ (passions, desires, yearnings, greed, 
selfishness, ambitions, stormy temperament etc. which are collectively called the 2nd 
quality of a creature) and “Tama’ (the most lowly behaviour producing inertia, sins, evils, 
vices, perversions etc.) which are associated with this world. 

I am most ignorant, foolish, lowly and wretched (and not worthy for you), but I 
have come to seek refuge and shelter in your holy feet nevertheless (because I have heard 
of your promise to accept anyone who comes to you with sincere humility and 
submission). So, oh Raghunandan, have mercy on me. 

Oh venerable Raghunandan (i.e. Lord Ram)! Oh a treasury of mercy, grace and 
compassion! Give me a boon so that I can have sincere and steadfast devotion in your 
august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to worship and serve you diligently (6). 


STs arash htt TRH 

@ Wa! Feros! cat BE Tea | 

wt Saat ait a fio Fa cache cafes gore! 
cH Aad Waa! R aA! À AEA, I II 


7. Due to the sins, evils and misdeeds and their integrated effects accumulated over 
hundreds of births, my heart has become depraved and degraded to the low level of an 
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animal (i.e. it has become pervert and low like an animal with animal-like instincts, 
devoid of wisdom and discrimination faculty to distinguish between what is good and 
what is bad), and I am really very foolish and stupid. 

Oh Raghunandan, oh the valiant and steadfast one in the battle-field! Have mercy 
on me who am of a very low intellect and utterly stupid. You are my mother, my father, 
my sister and my protector. So, oh Raghunandan, have mercy on me. 

Oh venerable Raghunandan (Lord Ram)! Oh a treasury of mercy, grace and 
compassion! Grant me a boon so that I can have sincere and steadfast devotion in your 
august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to worship and serve you diligently (7). 


ai g agao AT 

W Aera PAAT! SH VOT g TA, O| 
camera: fata Fel we ca! masa aA I 
cH Aad Wa! cfs card! F eGR IC II 


8. You are most merciful, kind, gracious, compassionate, benevolent, benign and 
magnanimous towards the downtrodden underdogs and have-nots. 

You wear a garland of lotus flowers, are most gracious and benign. Where shall I 
go except you who are unique in so many ways? [That is, where will I find someone who 
is SO great, compassionate, merciful, kind, benevolent and magnanimous so as to take 
care of me who am so wretched, lowly, humble, ignorant and stupid.] Oh Lord! That is 
why I have taken refuge and shelter in your holy, divine and august feet. Oh Lord! I 
beseech you, along with Sita, to give me your protection. So, oh Raghunandan, have 
mercy on me. 

Oh venerable Raghunandan (Lord Ram)! Oh a treasury of mercy, grace and 
compassion! Grant me a boon so that I can have sincere and steadfast devotion in your 
august and holy lotus-feet, and be able to worship and serve you diligently (8). 


POJ: 

q: poA SA 
qa- e | 
TS gA aep AE A 

I ORE À SASAS, 11S, 


ARIES TOF | 


9. Benefits :- You are like an ocean of nectar consisting of mercy, kindness, graciousness 
and compassion. You are a protector, helper and supporter of those who are lowly, 
distressed, humble and deprived. You are righteous and virtuous, are the remover of the 
fears and torments of your devotees which engulf them like currents and whirlpools in 
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river Saryu that suck anyone who they manage to trap. You roam on the banks of the 
river (watchfully looking for an opportunity to save someone who might be drowning in 
the river of sorrows and miseries represented by the swirling waters of the river), and are 
the senior most member of the race of kings belonging to the Raghu dynasty. 

You are a destroyer and eliminator of the all the misfortunes and adverse 
circumstances faced by your devotees. 

Anyone who reads and recites this ‘Sita Ramashtak’ Stotra with unwavering and 
unflinching devotion, humility, conviction and faith is able to attain immortality and 
become eligible to serve your holy, divine and august lotus-like feet forever (9). 


Thus ends ‘Sita Ramashtak’ Stotra. 


Sanat Kumar Sanhita’s 


Ram-Stavaraj (by sage Narad) 


The devotional hymns known as ‘Ram Stavaraj’ dedicated to Lord Ram to pay glowing 
tributes to him have got their name from the fact that they are considered as the best 
hymn in praise of the Lord. The name has three parts—(a) ‘Ram’ referring to the patron 
deity for whom this particular hymn was composed, ‘Stava’ originating from the word 
‘Stavan’ meaning to praise, to honour, to laud, to sing the glories of, an eulogy in honour 
of someone, to pray reverentially to a deity with the object of pleasing it and invoking its 
blessings, and (c) ‘Raj’ meaning the King or something that is the best and grandest 
amongst its likes. Therefore, these hymns composed by the celestial sage Narad in praise 
of Lord Ram are deemed to be the best and the most excellent of prayers offered by him 
to his Lord, Sri Ram. 

Another pertinent point to note is that, as is usual in such compositions, there are 
a number of words which are generally used as adjectives and epithets to describe various 
qualities and virtues of the chosen subject, are repeated too often. This is the practice in 
vogue in compositions which are of the genre of prayers, perhaps to reaffirm one’s 
statement that what is being said is indeed the truth, and at the same time to emphasize 
and reassert the gravity, the import, the truth, the importance and the significance of such 
statements. It is done to ensure that if the worshipper misses them at the first instance, 
repetition would ensure that these grand virtues of the Lord get firmly and indelibly 
ingrained in his mind so as to mould his notions, his thinking and approach towards that 
particular deity. They help to remove any iota of doubts or ambiguity in his mind about 
the potentials and powers, the divinity and holiness of the chosen deity, resulting in his 
being steady in the path of worship and faith. Repetition has a psychological effect too, 
and over time the person begins to believe in the authenticity, veracity and truthfulness of 
what is being said. 
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ARTT: 3 Fa TTR See: ARIAT cam, sqeTe<:, 
Gia as, SA Uh: Aia ae Aa: | 


This is the introductory verse called ‘Viniyog'’ or invocation of the deity to be 
worshipped by using Mantras especially dedicated to it. This prayer describes the glory of 
Lord Ram Chandra, and finally asks the Lord to provide deliverance to the soul and free 
it from the worldly snare in which it finds itself trapped. 

‘OM Salutations! This is the “Ramstavaraj Mantra’ dedicated to Lord Ram Chandra 
which has been culled from the ‘Sanatkumar Sanghita’ (a compendium of devotional 
hymns composed by the ancient sage Sanatkumar). 

This Mantra was first visualized/conceptualized and given divine sancitity and proved 
to have esoteric and mystical powers and potentials by sage/seer Sanatkumar. Hence he is 
deemed to be its progenitor Rishi (i.e. the first person who has conceived this Mantra and 
realised that it had spiritual potentials). 

Lord Lord Ram is the patron God who is worshipped by this Mantra; hence he is the 
‘Devta’. The style of composition adopted for its composition is called ‘Anushtup 
Chanda’. 

The Beej Mantra for Sita, the divine consort of Lord Ram, is used as to worship the 
Lord and invoke his divine intercession with this hymn. 

The enforcing authority who lends his astounding strength and powers to help those 
who say this Stotra (devotional hymn) and help them attain their goals is none other than 
Hanuman, the greatest devotee and follower of Lord Ram and who has taken upon 
himself the duty to fulfill all the desires of those who worship the Lord and protect them 
against all dangers. 

This hymn is most dear to Lord Ram in the sense that it pleases him the most and he 
becomes extremely obliged and grateful to the person who recites this Stotra. Therefore, 
anyone who wishes to please Lord Ram should say prayers to him using this hymn 
known as Ramstavaraj. This hymn should be used to do Japa (constant repetition of the 
Lord’s holy and divine name) in order to invoke Lord Ram’s divine intercession and to 
seek his all-wish-fulfilling blessings. 


[Note—'The devotee who recites this ‘Ramstavaraj’ Stotra should purify himself 
by bath and other sanctified procedures. Then he should sit down calmly with 
water in his right hand. He should start the recitation of this Stotra by first reciting 
the words of this verse called “Viniyog’. Then the water should be poured into 
some receptacle or left on the ground. Then the recitation should be done from the 
very first word of verse no. | and finished off at the last word of verse no. 98 
without any interruption. 

*An Anushtup Chanda is a composition of verses in the poetic style called 
‘Anushtup’ in which there are four ‘Charans’ or steps or stanzas, and each Charan 
has eight letters. Therefore, the total number of letters in each verse is 4 x 8 = 32 
letters in all.] 
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Yd SAT 
Tareas Ae aaa- | TAWA: FSB Mears ATA 1 I 


1. Sage Sut said, 'Yudhisthir, the son of Dharma and an exalted soul, said cheerfully to 
sage Veda Vyas, the son of Satyawati, who was well versed in the meaning and truthful 
essence of all the scriptures, was very enlightened, erudite and scholarly as well as the 
most exalted amongst the sages (1). 


INR FAT 
qa Aa S! wees! | fee aca fee We ore fe ear ARPA 112 1 


2. Yudhisthir said to Veda Vyas, 'Oh Lord! You are the most exalted amongst Yogis 
(ascetics) and a scholar par-excellence of all the scriptures. What is that which is called 
the essential principle, the irrefutable truth and the absolute reality? Which is the best 
and the most excellent Mantra to do Japa with? What is the method to do meditation and 
to concentrate upon the supreme Brahm and upon the pure-self? And what is the path to 
liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation in this world? (2). 


FCN FAT 
Arrears aaa gfe A yas! est AeA! soy aaa Ara: 13 1 


3. Please be kind enough to answer these questions’, 
Sage Veda Vyas replied, 'Oh Dhramaraj! Oh the most fortunate and great one! I am 
answering your question; listen to it carefully (3). 


aR Teds ARS Rg | cea WA aed haces TERT IKI 


4. That which is beyond the three characteristic qualities that mark all the creatures of this 
creation—such as the qualities called Sata, Raja and Tama; that which is an embodiment 
of divine light of wisdom, eruditions and enlightenment, that which is pure, immaculate 
and free from all sorts of corruptions, taints and blemishes, that which is the all-welfare 
bestowing supreme entity which is the absolute Truth and Reality of this existence— 
such an eclectic, sublime, holy and divine entity is the only one that can bestow the 
ultimate form of ‘Kaivalya Mukti’ 1 or that form of liberation and deliverance for the soul 
of the creature which has no alternatives and which is unique in the sense that the soul is 
given final emancipation and salvation so that it does not have to enter the cycle of birth 
and death again (4). 


[Note—'The Kaivalya Mukti is the salvation of the soul whereby it 
merges with the supreme soul called Brahm and becomes one with it. ] 
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swat sre ake Tee | Taecate mAAR AAA Ag: I l 


5. Lord Ram’s divine and holy name is the most potent, supreme and excellent Mantra 
amongst all the Mantras; it is equivalent to and synonymous with the supreme Brahm (the 
absolute and supreme entity). It has the potential to take the creature across the ocean 
represented by this mundane, delusory and entrapping world. That is why it is called the 
‘Tarak Mantra’, and that is also why it is the best Mantra that should be used for doing 
Japa (repetition of the divine name of the Lord by a spiritual aspirant). 

Those who are expert in the knowledge propounded by the Vedas positively assert 
that it has the power and strength to destroy (purge, purify, cleanse, annihilate and 
exhaust) the horrifying effects of great sins such as, inter alia, the killing of a Brahmin 


(5). 


She AR S à a a ada i gea gea aa a ETA: 1g 1 


6. Those spiritual seekers/aspirants who repeat the holy name of Lord Ram constantly 
and consistently, with due devotion, faith, diligence and sincerity, are sure to get dual 
benefits of enjoyment of this materialistic world, called ‘Bhog’, on the one hand, as well 
as the deliverance from its entrapments and emancipation and salvation of their souls, 
called ‘Mukti’, on the other hand (6). 


TIS TT oe ART a ta | aca waaenh sea vl 


7. The most erudite and foremost devotee of the Lord, sage Narad was the first sage who 
had enunciated these Stotras (hymns) called ‘Stavaraj’ on some previous occasion. I shall 
repeat it verbatim for the purpose of remembering and honouring my Lord through them 


(7). 


Toast watery | afterg-a—eret adores fa I 


8. This holy hymn called ‘Ram Stavaraj’ is potent enough to destroy the disastrous 
effects caused by the three types of torments that burn all living beings in their scorching 
fires—‘Adhi-Daihik’, ‘Adhi-Daivik’ and ‘Adhi-Bhautik’’. That is, this hymn acts like a 
soothing balm to provide solace and succour to the creature who has been literally 
scorched by the ferocious fire of miseries that engulf all living creatures in this creation. 
It is able to also destroy the treasury of all sins and their evil effects. It can calm down 
or eliminate the troubles and tribulations, miseries and distresses arising out of poverty 
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and various other existential sorrows. It is the provider of all round wellbeing and 
auspiciousness to the creature. This is an absolute truth (8). 


[Note— (i) Adhi Daihik— torments that the creature suffers due to his body, such 
as old age and illness; (11) Adhi Daivik— torments that the creature suffers due to 
the opposed Gods and malignant stars; and (iii) Adhi Bhautik— torments that the 
creature suffers due to other terrestrial creatures such as enemies, thieves, 
competitors, kings etc. reptiles such as snakes, animals such as lions etc.] 


Aamo: Ra AAFO | Teper yee wa HOT TATA Ie 1 


9. After bowing reverentially before Lords Ram and Krishna who uniformly pervade in 
the entire animate as well as the inanimate worlds, I shall describe this ‘Ram Stavaraj 
Stotras’(hymns) which provide the divine fruit of true knowledge and enlightenment as 
well as represent the only easy path to emancipation and salvation (Mukti) of the soul (9). 


TIA TS ISTE | OR HCTMS Tae JAZ Io | 


10. The seeker/aspirant should visualise a gem-studded throne in Ayodhya. This throne is 
under the shadow of the ‘Kalpa Tree’ (the evergreen, wish-fulfilling tree of Gods) in a 
gem-studded pavilion (10). 
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11. On that gleaming and magnificent throne, in the center of it, the spiritual 
seeker/aspirant should visualise that there is 8-petal lotus fully embellished with glittering 
gems. On it is seated the son of Dasrath, Lord Ram, who is as splendorous and radiant as 
thousands of suns (11). 
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12. He (Lord Ram) is seated on the lap of his father. He is dark complexioned like the 
Indra’s gem called ‘Indraneel Mani’. He has a tender (soft, delicate) body and large eyes, 
and he is wearing clothes which resemble the dazzle and glitter of lightening (12). 


ARI fries fafa | AaS ET e311 
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13. He has a divine radiance equivalent to millions of suns effusing from his holy body. 
He is adorned by a magnificent crown with a tiara, and is wearing a gem-studded 
necklace as well as ear-rings which are also studded with gems (13). 
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14. He is adorned with gem-studded bracelets, anklets and a waist-band. He wears a 
necklace of pearls, has the mark of ‘Sri Vatsa’ and also wears the ‘Kaustav jewel’ on his 
chest (14). 


[Note--The Kaustav gem is worn by Vishnu; Sri Vatsa is the mark of 
sage Brighu’s footprints on the chest of Vishnu.] 


eNncsangh teairospay | wie feyst ae wetted fears ie 4 


15. This form of Lord Ram is as pleasant and charming as that of a child. He is also 
adorned with finger-rings studded with beautiful gems. He has a pleasant, bewitching and 
sweet smile on his face. He has two arms (15). 


[Note--Lord Vishnu is depicted by legend as having four arms. His 
incarnation Lord Ram has only two arms because Vishnu has assumed 
the form of a human being. A man has two arms and not four. ] 


{oul Axe HT PASARA IRE I 


16. He is adorned by garlands made up of Tulsi (basil), Kund (jasmine/lotus flower), 
Mandar (flowers of the coral tree) and similar flowers. His body is smeared by (or rubbed 
by) a scented paste consisting of camphor, aloe-wood and powdered musk which 
emanates a pleasant fragrance (16). 


TTS aie aera | Fer ae aR ere IR I 


17. He is involved in the study and practice of the science of Yoga (meditation). Lord 
Ram is the lord of Yogis (ascetics). He is able to bestow the knowledge and benefits of 
Yoga to others (i.e. he is well-versed in the knowledge of the science of Yoga and is able 
to teach others about it). He is attended by (literally, adorned by) Bharat, Laxman and 
Shatrughan. [That is, the presence of these three brothers adds majesty and glory to the 
Lord because their presence makes Vishnu in the form of Lord Ram complete with all his 
parts.] (17). 
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18. He is always praised, honoured and adored by Vidyadhar (a category of semi-Gods 
who are more exalted than Gandharvas and Kinnars but are not full-fledged Gods), Indra 
(the king of Gods), Siddhas (mystics; the attained ones), Gandharvas (semi-Gods; 
celestial musicians), Kinnars (celestial dancers and singers; legendary semi-Gods with 
the head of a horse), as well as by Narad and other exalted sages and seers (18). 


fanfta—afafeahh waaay | craft —ahacalitqes afarq ire 


19. He is being served by the exalted sages and seers such as Vishwamitra, Vashistha 
etc., as well as by Yogis and celestial sages such as Sankadi etc. (19). 
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20. Lord Ram is the best and the most exalted king in the race of kings belonging to the 
line of Raghu. He is brave, valiant and courageous. He is an expert archer and proficient 
in the use of the bow. He is an image/embodiment of auspiciousness, and has lotus-like 
(beautiful and enchanting) eyes (20). 


PATS AAR | CIS TA gatos aT 113 1 


21. He knows the essential and sublime truth as expounded by all the scriptures, and has a 
deep insight into their true meaning. He also knows all of them by heart. He is charming 
and beautiful to look at, and is the bestower of bliss, happiness and joy to all. He provides 
delight to Kaushalya (his mother), and he is famous as the one who holds a bow and an 
arrow (21). 


ue Uta fay oat fayy | eBATaT Yar PTA: GT ARS: 11221 


22. Remembering Lord Vishnu who has revealed himself as Lord Ram possessing all the 
above peerless, eclectic and divine holistic qualities which are sublime and unique, the 
Lord who is uncorrupt and immaculate, having no taints and blemishes of any kind 
whatsoever, who is omnipresent, all-pervading, all-incorporating and all-encompassing, 
and who embodies the splendour and radiance of light! that is divine and sublime, sage 
Narad felt extremely cheerful and exhilarated (22). 
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[Note--'Light here represents the eclectic virtues of divinity, holiness, sublimity, 
enlightenment, wisdom and erudition; it is a metaphor for that which is the 
ultimate Truth and absolute Reality.] 
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23. Narad folded his hands in reverence and prayed to Lord Ram who enhances the bliss, 
joy and happiness of the world. He prayed for the welfare and auspiciousness of the 
entire world (23). 
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24. Narad prayed, 'I remember that form of Lord Ram which is unique, unparalleled and 
without a second; which is eclectic, holy, divine, supreme and transcendental; which is 
perpetual, constant, consistent, eternal, truthful, permanent, ceaseless, immutable, 
invariable, steady and unchanging; which is without an end, eternal, everlasting, infinite, 
measureless and fathomless; which is pure consciousness, wisdom, erudition, sagacity 
and enlightenment personified; which is the best and the most exalted of all the forms in 
which Lord Vishnu (or the Viraat Purush representing Brahm) has ever manifested; and 
which is omnipresent, all-pervading, all-incorporating and all-encompassing (24). 


ammi eaa aE AAR | trad eafecd gore ware A 
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25. I worship, honour and adore that Lord Ram who is the essence of all sciences, i.e. he 
represents the factor that is at the base of all knowledge; he is the essence which is the 
root from which all forms of wisdom, erudition, sagacity, enlightenment and truthful 
knowledge about the ultimate reality sprout; he is the object and aim of all metaphysical 
and spiritual research and study. 

He possesses a divine sight which is blessed with the sublime and glorious virtues of 
having long foresight and deep insight. He is an embodiment personification of Pragyan 
(enlightenment, wisdom, erudition, sagacity). 

He is the cause of supreme bliss arising out of self-realisation (because he is the pure 
consciousness called the Atma of the creature personified, and this Atma is characterised 
by inherently possessing the grand virtue of blissfulness). 

He is the most ancient Lord (or is the first amongst all the Gods), and is the most 
exalted and most superior amongst them all' (25). 


FA ymi pi ype Gat SATA 
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26. When sage Narad had prayed as above, he had a divine vision of Lord Ram who is an 
honoured, well-lettered and a learned One. 

The Lord has been lauded by the ancient Purans as the Viraat Purush (the 
macrocosmic gross body of creation and another name of the all-pervading supreme Lord 
of creation known as Vishnu)’. 

He represents all the primeval essential elements of creation (i.e. Lord Ram 
personifies all the five basic elements earth, water, fire, air and space from which the 
whole creation has evolved). 

He is eternal, perpetual, everlasting, primeval, ancient, traditional and absolutely 
truthful (a reference to Brahma and Vishnu). 

He is the most exalted amongst the Yogis (realised ascetics and hermits) on the one 
hand, and provides emancipation and salvation to them on the other’. 

He pervades uniformly and universally in the entire creation—tright from the minutest 
forms of creatures to the most colossus ones, and in both the two types of worlds—the 
animate and the inanimate. 

He is the almighty, omnipotent and most powerful force of creation. He is majestic, 
stupendous, magnificent and glorious in his microcosmic as well as macrocosmic forms. 
He is of an immeasurable strength, force, prowess, potent and valour. 

He is indeed the ‘Lord of Pran’ which is the vital wind that is at the core of all forms 
of life in this creation. [That is, Lord Ram, as the Supreme Being, controls all the factors 
of life including the vital winds such as Pran or breath and is the Lord of the creature’s 
soul.] (26). 


[Note—'The phrase ‘Puran Purush’ can be interpreted differently to mean the 
Lord who is most ancient, traditional and primeval. He is the ancient Lord who 
has been honoured by ancient traditional histories of Hindus as the most virtuous 
and powerful Lord of all creatures as well as the cause and essence of the entire 
creation. Thus, Lord Ram personifies this macrocosmic Viraat Purush in a 
microcosmic form. 

*Lord Ram, as a human being, is like an enlightened ascetic or hermit who 
remains detached from all worldly involvements, is a renunciate par-excellence, 
and ever engrossed in meditation and contemplation. On the other hand, as the 
supreme transcendental Brahm personified, he is the liberator and deliverer of the 
creature’s soul, he is the Supreme Being who bestows the boon of emancipation 
and salvation to the creature. | 


ING SAT 
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27. Sage Narad paid his humble obeisance to Lord Ram, saying, 'Oh Narayan (Vishnu), 
Oh Jagganath (Lord of the world)! You are the one who is the enhancer of happiness, joy, 
delight and bliss of all; you are the master and Lord of the entire world; you are an expert 
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in languages and a wise, erudite, sagacious and learned One; you are an embodiment of 
the Purans (i.e. you personify all the divine and eclectic values and virtues propounded, 
expounded, enunciated and espoused by ancient religious mythological histories); you are 
the most exalted amongst wise and realised ascetics and hermits called Yogis (i.e. you are 
like an emperor amongst them); and you have taken birth, or revealed yourself as the son 
of king Dasrath of Ayodhya—I most reverentially bow before and pay my respectful 
obeisance to such an exalted and divine Lord known as ‘Ram’ (27). 


Ts WR aera | i awa AA Bae STE RCI 


28. Oh King Lord Ram, the emperor amongst kings, the most exalted one amongst the 
kings of the Raghu dynasty, the enhancer of the joys and pleasures of mother Kaushalya, 
the personification of Lord Shiva (standing for such virtues as auspiciousness, 
truthfulness, purity, wisdom, enlightenment and renunciation) and Lord Brahma 
(standing for such virtues as knowledge, erudition, sagacity, scholarship and wisdom 
because Brahma had created the Vedas which are metaphors for these qualities, as well as 
for the authority to create the world), the most revered, the most senior, the most exalted 
and the chief amongst all the manifestations of Brahm in this creation as well as its Lord, 
the Lord of the Raghu’s race, and the Guru (moral preceptor, teacher and guide) to the 
entire creation. I bow before you most humbly and reverentially (28). 


ae waa se sataces faye I AAA crt are HAS ATT 1128 11 


29. You are an embodiment/image/personification of the grand virtue of truthfulness; you 
are the lover of truth and honesty; you are the most excellent and exalted being; you are 
the beloved of Janki (Sita); you are honoured by the epithet of ‘Vibho’ 1; you are the elder 
brother of Laxman; you are tranquil, serene, calm and peaceful by temperament; you are 
the fulfiller of all the desires and wishes of the creature; you are lotus-eyed—I bow 
before Lord Ram most reverentially and devotionally (29). 


[Note—'The word Vibho means ‘one who is omnipresent, all-pervading, 
magnanimous, eternal, almighty, majestic and powerful Lord of all’. It is an 
epithet usually used to describe the virtues of Lord Vishnu who is regarded as 
being synonymous with both Brahm, the attributeless and infinite Supreme Being 
who had manifested as Narayan, as well as the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic 
gross body of this creation. He is also called the ‘Chief Purush’. 

Another interpretation of this verse is that “Vibho’ refers to Brahm while the 
word ‘Chief Purush’ refers to Lord Vishnu in the form of Viraat Purush. It is due 
to the joint efforts of Brahm and the Viraat Purush that this creation has come into 
being. ] 


afa verter g gA I aee diet West HOTTA 1130 I 
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30. You are ‘Aditya’ (the sons of Aditi— the Gods, the Sun, Indra, Vaman the dwarf 
incarnation of Vishnu, the 8 Vasus), ‘Ravi’ (the Sun, the Fire, the leader), ‘Ishan’ (Lord 
Shiva; the flag bearer of Dharma or righteousness, probity, propriety and auspiciousness), 
‘Grihini’ (the one who accepts everything, or the one to whom all oblations, libations, 
worships and sacrifices are offered), ‘Surya’ (the Sun God; as splendorous as the celestial 
Sun), ‘Anamaya’ (healthy, without any faults or blemishes, without any reproach), 
‘Anand Roop’ (an embodiment/personification/image of bliss, joy and happiness), 
‘Saumya’ (sober, dignified, graceful and modest), as well as ‘Karunamayam’ (full of 
mercy, kindness and compassion). I bow before such a Lord Ram, most humbly and 
reverentially (30). 


amet waatt TH Repo, | areatt axe area AA ATETA 1132 I 


31. For all practical purposes, you are like the son of sage Jamdagni, i.e. sage 
Parashuram, who is a living image or an icon of Tapa (one who observes severe 
austerities and penances; one who undergoes hardships and sufferance for some noble 
cause and spiritual upliftment). In that manifestation (as Parashuram), you hold an axe. 
You are the Lord of speech, the thing or subject that is spoken about in words, as well as 
the object of speech or the words spoken. You are a granter of boons. You are the Lord of 
Laxmi (i.e. you are Lord Vishnu) who rides the legendary bird known as Garud (the 
legendary eagle/heron)—I bow before such a Lord Ram, most reverentially and 
devotionally (31). 
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32. Oh Lord Ram! You hold a bow called ‘Shaarang’ (a bow held by Lord Vishnu). You 
are an image or personification of profound wisdom and enlightenment as well as eternal 
and truthful beatitude and felicity. 

You hold a plough i.e. you are Balraam, the elder brother of Lord Krishna. You 
are Vishnu (the sustainer and protector of creation) and Ishan (Shiva the concluder of 
creation and considered an exalted ascetic, most wise, auspicious, truthful and an image 
of bliss). 

You are a treasury of mercy, kindness and compassion. I bow before such a Lord 
Ram, most reverentially and with utmost humility (32). 


Facey PITT TTA | aAa R LERNATA, 1133 N 


33. You are the beloved Lord of Goddess Laxmi, also known as ‘Sri’. You are the Lord 
who has such noble virtues as compassion, mercy and kindness. You are the one who 
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keeps the entire world enthralled. You are imperishable and indestructible; you never fall 
from your exalted stature or get demoted and tarnished in anyway. 

You have assumed various forms, such as the legendary fish, the tortoise and the 
boar etc. on different occasions—I bow before such a Lord Ram with the greatest of 
reverence and devotion (33). 


aged sweater ety | fas arate feo aise 13% II 


34. You are also called the son of Vasudeo (i.e. Lord Krishna). You are the creator of the 
world, are without a beginning or an end, and are the Lord of the cows as well as the one 
who has enchanted the heart of the cowherd maids (of Vrindavan). Your name is Govind 
as well as Vishnu—I bow before such a Lord Ram, most reverentially and with humility 


(34). 


[Note--By calling Lord Ram as Krishna, the composer of these hymns tries to 
establish that there is no difference between Lord Ram and Krishna. ] 
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35. Surrounded by cows, cowherd boys, girls and their families in your manifestation as 
Lord Krishna, you effuse a divine radiance and are as splendorous and glorious as the 
dazzle of electric. You pervade uniformly and universally throughout the whole world 
(because you are omnipresent, all-pervading and all-encompassing). Conversely, the 
entire creation is nothing but your image. I bow before such a Lord Ram with utmost 
reverence and devotion (35). 


Maa SST AG Horst Satara fayy 1136 1 


36. Oh Vibho (omnipotent, almighty, omnipresent Lord; an epithet for Lord Vishnu)! 
Being surrounded by cows and cowherd maids (during your manifestation as Lord 
Krishna), you expertly play the enchanting music of the flute. 

You are as beautiful and enchanting as Kamdeo-cupid. You embody all the different 
‘Kalaas’ that form the texture of a man’s character and personality (i.e. the various 
auspicious and noble qualities and virtues that a man possesses are all personified in your 
divine form). You fulfill the desires of charming women (36). 
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37. You are the personification of ‘Manmath’? (Kamdeo-cupid) and are the Lord of 
Mathura (i.e. Lord Krishna). You are known by the names of Maadhav, Makardwaj, 
Sridhar, Srikar, Srisham and Sriniwaas. 

You are the supreme and the most exalted transcendental Lord of the entire 
creation— I bow before such a Lord Ram, most reverentially and with utmost devotion 


(37). 
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38. You are the Lord of the five basic elements (earth, water, fire, wind and space which 
are the building blocks of creation). You the Lord of the earth (i.e. you are the emperor of 
all living beings on the earth). You are a righteous, noble, civilized, dignified, learned 
and properly groomed gentleman. 

You are one who is dignified, majestic, glorious, magnificent, stupendous and 
almighty, being a fountainhead of all such virtues which are collectively described as 
‘excellent’, and one who possesses supernatural powersl. Being graced with these 
holistic and glorious virtues, you are like an ‘ornament’ of the world (i.e. your noble 
virtues are like an ornament which adorns the world). 

You are the vanquisher of all the sorrows, distresses, miseries, troubles and 
tribulations (that afflict your devotees in this world). You are brave, courageous, valiant, 
valorous and strong. You are the slayer of evil demons representing evil forces in the 
world—I bow before such a Lord Ram, most reverentially and devotionally (38). 


[Note--'The word Vibhuti also means richness and prosperity. Hence, a person 
who is rich with these virtues and qualities is a ‘Vibhuti’.] 
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39. You had assumed the form of ‘Narsingh’ (half lion, half man incarnation of Vishnu to 
protect his child-devotee Prahalad from the torments of the latter’s demon father). 

You have long arms (a metaphor for being able to extend all help to your devotees, no 
matter what happens). You are most exalted and revered, and the ultimate refuge and 
shelter for all (your devotees)!. 

You are aglow with a radiant splendour that is divine and holy as well as brilliant and 
dazzling as the light of a burning fire. 

You remain perpetually in a state of utmost bliss and tranquility, of peace and 
happiness. You are characterized by being perpetual, constant, consistent, eternal, 
permanent, ceaseless, immutable, invariable, steady and unchanging. 

You personify ‘Pranav’? at the macro level of existence. You are an embodiment of 
light (symbolizing the energy of fire and the enlightenment that comes with truthful 
knowledge). I reverentially bow before Lord Ram to pay my deepest respect and homage 
(39). 
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[Note—'The word Mahaant has the following connotations—(a) An abbot of a 
monastery, implying that Lord Ram is the chief-in-command who takes care of all 
those who reside in the monastery of righteousness, auspiciousness, nobility of 
thoughts and deeds, religiosity, truthfulness and uprightness. (b) The word also 
means the ‘great end’, implying the final emancipation and salvation of the soul 
of the creature from where it does not have to come back again to enter the cycle 
of birth and death. 

The word Pranav refers to the supreme transcendental Brahm recognised by the 
ethereal primary monosyllable word OM. ] 
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40. You are present in the subtle sky like the Sun is in the physical sky. Or, you shine in 
this world like the Sun shines in the sky; the Sun shining brilliantly is your representative 
in the sky. 

You have no ambiguity and confusions surrounding yourself, as you are an 
embodiment of the absolute, unequivocal, irrefutable and irrevocable Truth and Reality in 
creation. 

You are very endearing to your devotees and are the fulfiller of their wishes, 
desires, aspirations, hopes and expectations. You have eyes that resemble the beautiful 
flowers of the lotus plant. I bow before such a Lord Ram with most reverence and 
devotion (40). 
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41. You (Lord Ram) are the son of Kaushalaya and born in the clan of king Kukustha. 
You are the maverick Lord who does mysterious deeds sportingly, and at the same time 
you are an image of (i.e. you personify) all the different virtues in creation which are 
collectively called ‘Kalaas’ that characterize the personality and bearing of a living being. 
You are dear to Kamlaa (another name of Goddess Laxmi because she holds a lotus in 
her hands). 

You are seated on a throne in a meditative posture of Samadhi (accompanied by 
Kamlaa/Laxmi who has manifested herself in the form of Sita). 

You are constantly, consistently and persistently steadfast in following the chosen 
path of righteousness, auspiciousness, nobility, religiosity and uprightness; you uphold 
your righteous words, vows and promises. 

You are sinless and without any reproach; you are without any blemishes and taints. I 
reverentially bow before Lord Ram to pay my deepest respect and homage (41). 
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42. You are very dear to sage Vishwamitra, are self-restrained, and are faithful and 
committed to your wife (Sita). 

You are the Lord for whom the offerings are made in the fire sacrifice, and you a 
personification of the fire sacrifice itself. [That is, you are both the Lord to honour whom 
the fire sacrifice is done as well as the Fire God himself who is worshipped in the form of 
the sacred fire of the sacrifice.] You are very eager to protect and uphold the sanctity of 
such fire sacrifices; at the same time, you do them diligently yourself. I reverentially bow 
before Lord Ram to pay my deepest respect and homage (42). 
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43. You are committed to truthfulness, are without a trace of anger and vengeance (or are 
the conqueror of this negative trait), are the protector of those who have come to take 
refuge/shelter in your feet, are the eliminator and destroyer of all sorrows, miseries, 
troubles and tribulations, and are the one who had blessed Vibhishan (even though he 
was a demon and a betrayer of his own brother Ravana). I bow before such a Lord Ram 
with great humility and respect (43). 
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44. You are the slayer of the 10-headed Ravana. You are Rudra personified. [That is, you 
represent the angry form of Shiva for the express purpose of killing sinful monsters who 
represent all the evil forces and negativity in creation. You have to eliminate them in 
order to restore the balance in favour of goodness and righteousness. ] 

You are known as Keshav because you had slayed a most terrible ogre known as 
Keshi. 

You had also killed the brave Vaali (the monkey king of Kishkindha) and had 
bestowed the kingdom to Sugriv (the younger brother of Vali who had taken refuge with 
Lord Ram and sought the Lord’s help to retrieve his wife and kingdom usurped by his 
elder brother). I reverentially bow before Lord Ram to pay my deepest respect and 
homage (44). 
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45. You are served by men, monkeys as well as by the Gods. You are very dear to 
Hanuman. 

You are pure, immaculate and without any blemishes and taints of any kind 
whatsoever. Your real form is subtle and sublime like the microcosmic Atma as well as 
the microscopic, all powerful Atom. 
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Your form is an image of tranquility, serenity, peace, calmness and placidity. You 
are the ‘Tarak Brahm’ personified. [Refer Ram Rahasya Upanishad, Canto 1, verse nos. 
5-6. That is, you provide liberation and deliverance to those who seek shelter with you, 
and ensure emancipation and salvation of their souls. ] 

I bow before such a Lord Ram, most reverentially and humbly (45). 
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46. You are present in all the creatures as their Atma (the pure consciousness soul), are 
the very foundation on which everything rests, and are the truthful, infinite, eternal and 
absolute reality of creation. 

You are the root of all causes and reasons, their results and effects, as well as their 
answers and remedies’. You are beyond the realm or reach of Maya (delusions) and are 
the Supreme Being personified—I bow to such a Lord Ram, most reverentially and 
devotionally (46). 


[Note—'For example, if there is a certain problem, there must be a cause for it, 
and a remedy for it. This verse implies that the Lord is not only the cause of 
everything that exists, being the primary creator of creation, but the very 
conception of anything existing itself, as well as the means to understand what 
that particular thing is all about, to unravel its secrets, and also to find remedies 
for any problems created by that thing. In fact, the entire circle—from the 
conception of anything right up to its conclusion is overseen by the Lord of 
creation. | 
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47. You are Niramaye (one who is free from any kind of diseases—spiritual, mental, 
physical, psychological, moral, etc. that may taint one’s character and personality). You 
are Niravhas (un-manifest, invisible, imperceptible, and without any physical attributes 
and qualities that can be quantified). You are Nirvadyam (one who is so divine, holy, 
graceful, exalted, sublime, great and majestic that his virtues and glories simply cannot be 
narrated in words). You are Niranjan (one having no defects, faults, taints, blemishes and 
scars of any kind; one who is immaculate and pure). 

You are eternally blissful and remain perpetually in a state of joyous abandon. You 
are without any attributes, forms and specifics. You are non-dual and a unique entity that 
has no parallel, no match or comparison. You have no darkness of ignorance, called 
‘Tamas’, ever affecting your holy, pure and divine self; you are indeed the supreme 
transcendental Being who is beyond the reach of the dark long shadow cast by delusions 
and ignorance. I pay my deepest of respects, and bow myself most reverentially before 
such a Lord Ram who has these unique eclectic qualities and virtues (47). 
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48. You are the first among equals and the best amongst the exalted ones; you are an 
embodiment of the essence of truth knowledge; you are the absolute, irrefutable and 
universal Truth as well as the bliss obtained with this realisation (or you are a true image 
of beatitude and felicity); and you are the pure conscious enlightenment Atma or soul of 
the creature. 

I bow my head most reverentially and on a daily basis, with my mind and heart fully 
devoted to his Lordship who is the most exalted and the best king in the race of kings 
belonging to the Raghu dynasty (of Ayodhya). [That is, I give my heartfelt respects and 
pay my sincere obeisance to Lord Ram with my mind, intellect and heart committed to 
what I say; my whole being is devoted to the worship of and honouring the Lord who is 
the best Lord in the line of kings of the Raghu dynasty of Ayodhya.] (48). 


yiera TA Aaaa I aA peia Teacaey Ke 1 


49. Lord Ram along with Sita is symbolically established in the centre of the world just 
like the Sun is established as the focal point of the visible world. 

I bow most reverentially, devotionally and faithfully to the Lord who has (beautiful 
and enchanting) eyes resembling the lotus flower, and who is the most learned, wise and 
enlightened Guru (moral preceptor, teacher and spiritual guide), well-versed in the 
essence of all the scriptures, of all the living beings in this creation (49). 


msg agaa AA Tas AA: 1 AS aA SEAE yo 1 


50. I bow most reverentially and with greatest of humility to Vasudeo who is the Lord of 
light. [Here, ‘light’ refers to the glow of pure consciousness as well as enlightenment, 
wisdom, knowledge, erudition and sagacity that effuses from the Lord like divine 
effulgence and illuminates the entire creation. ] 

I bow again before Lord Ram who bestows happiness and joy to the world and is an 
image of happiness and bliss himself (50). 
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51. I bow most reverentially before the Lord who is an expert in and a strict follower of 
the tenets, axioms and maxims enunciated in Vedant (Upanishads); who is a Yogi 
(ascetic and hermit) par excellence; and who is an expert in the truthful knowledge about 
the supreme transcendental Brahm (i.e. he is well-versed about the ultimate, supreme, 
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absolute, irrefutable, incontrovertible Reality and the universal unequivocal Truth in this 
creation) and an erudite exponent of that knowledge. 

The Lord is an embodiment of Maya (the powerful forces of worldly delusions 
and ignorance that are at the core of creation of this imaginary, artificial and hallucinating 
world of allurements that traps the creature in its mirage-like charm) as well as beyond its 
purview (because Maya is generated by the Lord himself in order to carry on with the 
process of creation and destruction in an endless cycle, and therefore Maya cannot neither 
deceive him nor supersede him; the Lord is free from the deluding effects of Maya). 

The Lord protects his devotees, or those who have taken refuge and shelter with 
him, most cheerfully and gladly (51). 


Fee AEWA FS-HICVS-QVSAY | SASS TAA 42 1 


52. I praise and honour Raghunandan (literally a son belonging to the race of Raghu 
kings of Ayodhya) who had broken the strong and sturdy bow of Lord Shiva (at Janakpur 
in order to marry Sita), and had thereby enhanced the pleasure and happiness of Sita’s 
heart by doing so! (52). 


[Note—'This is because Sita had wished to marry Lord Ram but was bound by 
her father’s vows that stipulated that anyone who lifted and stringed the bow of 
Shiva would have her hands in marriage, even if that meant that it was against her 
wishes. It was a very damning situation for Sita, and she had prayed frantically to 
Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati to make it so happen that the vow was fulfilled 
by none but Lord Ram. So when the Lord broke the bow, it was natural that Sita’s 
heart was filled with unbound exhilaration. | 


SHAS -HAORATHOCO VAM TAT Tt HATA VACATE S WATCH | 
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53. I reverentially and most respectfully bow before Lord Ram who has a dark 
complexion and looks as enchanting and attractive as a fully blooming lotus flower, who 
is as attractive, enthralling and enamouring as the alluring God of love known as 
Kamdeo-cupid who enchants and captivates the heart and mind of beautiful women, who 
is a treasury and fount of all noble and righteous virtues and qualities, and who is the pure 
conscious Atma/soul of all the living creatures. 

I reverentially and most respectfully bow before him who is ever engrossed/involved 
in doing/practicing Yoga (mediation and contemplation upon the Truth), who is like a 
swan floating in the lake-like heart of sages and seers, who has revealed himself as the 
brave, courageous, valiant, gallant and strong Lord Ram—who is the most exalted one in 
the race of kings of the Raghu dynasty—for the destruction of evil forces in this world 
(53). 
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54. I most reverentially and with the greatest of respect bow before Lord Ram who is the 
source or fount from which the entire creation has come into being; who is the best 
amongst those who are experts in the knowledge of the Vedas, who is as majestic, 
stupendous, splendorous, radiant, potent and powerful as the Sun, the Moon and the Fire; 
who is present in the form of the pure conscious Atma/soul of all the individual creatures 
as well as of the world at large (i.e. he is the soul of the entire creation, both at the micro 
as well as the macro levels), who embodies the entire world or whose image the entire 
visible world is. 

I do so with proper awareness of the truth and reality, devoid of any darkness cast by 
ignorance or delusions; I honour him with full realisation of his most divine, sublime, 
holy, eclectic and ethereal form (54). 


Pred aaa Ae aaa ATA | 
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55. Lord Ram is ‘Niranjan’ (one having no defects, faults, taints, blemishes and scars of 
any kind; one who is absolutely immaculate and pristine pure; an epithet applied to Lord 
Vishnu, the sustainer and protector of creation). He is without any specific image or form 
(because the supreme Lord has no specific and delineating attributes). He is without any 
worldly aspirations, expectations, desires or wants (as he is fully contented and fulfilled). 
He is without any need for taking refuge, shelter or help from anyone else (because he is 
the one who provides these to others instead of requiring them for himself). He is without 
any fraction or part (because he is wholesome, indivisible and immutable) as well as free 
from all worldly deceptions, tricks, cunning, conceit, fraud, artificiality, illusions, 
falsehoods and concealments. 

I constantly, consistently, persistently and steadfastly worship and most reverentially 
adore and honour Lord Ram in the image of his divine ‘self’ which is Nitya (one who is 
perpetual, constant, consistent, eternal, absolute, permanent, ceaseless, immutable, 
invariable, steady and unchanging); which is Dhruv (steady, unchanging, unmoving, 
consistent, constant, eternal, everlasting and imperishable like the Polar Star); and which 
has no ‘Vishaye’, i.e. has no attachments towards and attractions for any of the worldly 
allurements and material comforts and pleasures pertaining to the sense organs and their 
gratifications in this materialistic, artificial, entrapping and deluding mundane world (that 
generally enthrall all living beings and keep them trapped, except the self-realised and 
enlightened souls) (55). 


Ted nari a eA MEAT | 
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56. He who resembles a ship or boat to help the creature (i.e. his devotees) to cross over 
this world which is like a vast and fathomless ocean, who is the elder brother of Bharat 
and most dear to his devotees, who is like a brilliant lighted lamp in the Solar race; who 
is the Lord of the three categories of creatures classified on the basis of the three class of 
characteristics possessed by them (called Sata, Raja and Tama Gunas respectively), who 
is the master and Lord of all the Bhuvans (all inhabitable worlds of which there are said 
to be fourteen in number), and who is like a doctor for the treatment of the diseases 
represented by all the insurmountable problems and miseries, spiritual and bodily, 
associated with this world of artificiality, delusions, illusions, ignorance, hallucinations 
and their ilk. 

I worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who has these magnificent qualities 


(56). 
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57. He is the Lord of the entire creation—both the animate as well as the inanimate 
worlds. He is bold, unrelenting, serious and steadfast during war and never turns his back 
in the face of adversities (i.e. who never shirks from his responsibilities and obligations). 
He is an embodiment of the ultimate Truth and absolute Reality. He is a personification 
of eternal and supreme bliss, joy and happiness. He is the truthful Lord Shiva 
(representing such glorious virtues as truth and auspiciousness, peace and tranquility, 
wisdom and enlightenment, renunciation of and detachment from all worldly 
attachments, etc.) personified. He accepts anyone who comes to seek his (Lord Ram’s) 
refuge and protection, as he is renowned as the benevolent, magnanimous and benign 
benefactor of all those who have taken his refuge (irrespective of who that person is and 
what are his misdeed and sins). He is called ‘Sanatan’ (because he is eternal, perpetual, 
everlasting, primeval, ancient, traditional and absolutely truthful—a reference to Brahma 
the creator and to Vishnu the sustainer, nourisher and protector of creation). 

I reverentially worship and most respectfully adore Lord Ram who is endowed 
with these eclectic virtues and qualities (57). 


are Ras apf FIO HOTA | 
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58. He personifies the cause of all actions and deeds, as well as the reward of such 
actions or deeds undertaken by a creature. He is boundless, limitless, measureless and 
without any parameters, as well as is the one who cannot be proved by worldly logics and 
rationales. He is a ‘Kavi’ (a poet) par excellence’. He is the most ancient and primary 
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Lord mentioned in the Purans (the legendary ancient mythological histories of Hindus). 
He is the one with enchanting broad lotus-like eyes. 

I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is worthy to be 
honoured, adored and revered as well as contemplated and meditated upon by exalted 
sages and seers such as Sanat Kumar and others, who is like an image or personification 
of the grand virtue of mercy, grace, kindness and compassion, and who is like the Kalpa- 
tree (the ever-green, all wish-fulfilling tree of Gods) for the purpose of fulfillment of all 
my wishes as well as the wishes of other devotees (58). 


[Note—'The word Kavi literally means a poet, but it implies anyone who is well- 
lettered, scholarly and erudite; one who is well spoken and an expert with words; 
one who is learned in the scriptures because the latter have been composed in 
poetry form comprising of verses called Chandas. These Chandas are poetical 
forms of composition, having a fixed pattern of lines and the number of letters or 
words to each line. The Vedas and other scriptures have all been composed in this 
form.] 
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59. He is the Lord of the three worlds (i.e. the terrestrial, the celestial and the 
subterranean worlds; or the entire creation). He is lotus-eyed. He is an ocean of mercy, 
grace, kindness and compassion. He is the destroyer of all confusions, perplexities, 
doubts and confoundedness pertaining to the artificial and deluding world. 

I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is the most gallant, 
valiant, strong and powerful Lord in creation, who is like a treasury of the knowledge 
contained in the Vedas (i.e. he is an expert in the tenets, axioms, maxims and precepts of 
the scriptures), who is the Lord of Gods, and who is the Sanaatan Being (i.e. one who is 
eternal, perpetual, everlasting, primeval, ancient, traditional and absolutely truthful in this 
creation marked by delusions and falsehoods) (59). 


Serta Hester ea TASTE | 
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60. He can be realised, known and understood only through the knowledge given by 
Vedanta (Upanishads). He is a poet par excellence (i.e. he is most erudite, scholarly, wise 
and well-lettered). He is endowed with grand virtues and qualities that bestow him with a 
matchless fame, majesty, power and glory. He is without a beginning, middle or an end 
(being eternal, infinite and imperishable). He is beyond the scope of comprehension (i.e. 
he is beyond the imagination, reach and grasp of the mind and intellect). He is the most 
ancient, first and primary Purush (i.e. the first male aspect of creation known as the 
Viraat Purush). He is not the object that can be visualized, understood, grasped or 
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perceived by the creature through any of its sense organs. He is pure, immaculate, 
uncorrupt and without any blemishes and taints of any kind. He is one, non-dual and 
without a parallel or comparison. He is the one who is without any hint of darkness 
caused by ignorance and delusions (i.e. he is most wise, sagacious, erudite, 
knowledgeable and enlightened). 

I most devotedly bow and reverentially honour Lord Ram who has these eclectic and 
noble virtues and qualities in him (60). 


sacra eft faq TATA | 
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61. He has no remainders or fractions (because he is unfractionable, immutable and 
indivisible whole). He is an image or a personification of all the Vedas and other holy 
scriptures. He has the unique attribute of not having any beginning or a birth (because he 
is eternal, imperishable, infinite, everlasting, and present even before and after everything 
that exists came into being or would end). He is known by different names such as Hari 
and Vishnu and numerous other names; (in fact, all names of all the creatures in this 
world are but the different names of the same Lord). He is the primary Purush (who was 
there even at the beginning of creation, and in fact was the creator of this creation as the 
Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic gross body of the supreme creator known as Brahm). He 
is fathomless, measureless and infinite, having no end (i.e. it is not possible to see his 
‘other end’). He is an image of truthful knowledge, erudition and wisdom, as well as of 
beatitude and felicity. He is the best amongst those who are exalted ones, and is the 
Supreme Being in the creation. 

I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is endowed with 
these eclectic virtues and divine qualities (61). 
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62. He is the essence of metaphysics and spiritualism, and personifies these virtues. He is 
the first and most ancient male, called the Purush (or the Viraat Purush), mentioned in the 
Purans (mythological histories). He is the one who illuminates the whole world by his 
astounding glory and the splendour of the divine light radiating out from him much like 
the celestial Sun lighting up the entire world with its brilliant light. [Here, ‘light’ 
represents consciousness, knowledge, intelligence and wisdom as well as the various 
noble, righteous and auspicious virtues that the Lord stands for.] He is the supreme Lord 
and Emperor of all the creatures (i.e. of the entire creation). He is irrefutably and 
unambiguously present in the entire world, forming its core and around whom all life 
forms revolve, much like the Sun in the sky which forms the axis around which all the 
planets revolve and on which the life in this visible world depends. He is the Lord of the 
world as well as of its patron Gods. 
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I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is endowed with 
these eclectic virtues and divine qualities (62). 
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63. He grants happiness and joys to the world, enchants it and keeps it enthralled by his 
stupendous and magnificent beauty and charm (i.e. not the physical one so much as his 
uncountable glories, auspicious virtues and noble qualities which are matchless and most 
astounding). He is the Lord of king Raghu’s race. He is known as Hari (one of the 
numerous names of Lord Vishnu) who is an image of eternal and perpetual bliss and 
happiness as well as pure and holy as the lotus flower. He does not leave behind any 
remainders or fractions, as he is whole, complete and indivisible. He is an exalted ‘Kavi’, 
literally a poet but implying that the Lord is well-lettered, scholarly and erudite; one who 
is well spoken, an expert orator and an expert with words; one who is learned in the 
scriptures (because the latter have been composed in poetry form comprising of verses 
called Chandas which are poetical forms of composition, having a fixed pattern of lines 
and the number of letters or words to each line; the Vedas and other scriptures have all 
been composed in this form). He is free from the darkness induced by ignorance and 
delusions. 

I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is endowed with 
these eclectic virtues and divine qualities (63). 


qies yA ma oR, | 
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64. He is the best amongst Yogis (ascetics and hermits). He is served (i.e. worshipped 
and honoured) by great and noble souls (such as sages, seers, hermits, ascetics, friars and 
monks). He is known as Narayan, the ancient and primeval Lord of creation. [Narayan is 
one of the numerous names of Vishnu]. He is immaculate, pure and uncorrupt. He is the 
ancient and traditional Lord of creation who was present in the very beginning of it. He is 
the one who is perpetual, constant, consistent, eternal, absolute, permanent, ceaseless, 
immutable, invariable, steady and unchanging. He is the only Lord of the world and has a 
radiant countenance and splendorous glory which resembles the splendour and radiance 
of the Sun. He is beyond the reach of the shadow of darkness represented by ignorance 
and delusions. 

I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is endowed with 
these eclectic virtues and divine qualities (64). 
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65. He bestows ‘Vibhuti’ (majesty, glory, pomp, favourable circumstance, magnificence, 
fame, powers, prosperity, fortunes, grandeur and other noble, praise worthy and divine 
faculties) to his devotees. He is the creator and progenitor of the whole cosmos. He is the 
final resting place for the creature and its soul. He is the Emperor of kings, and is the 
Lord of Raghu’s clan. He is beyond the imagination and thought processes of the mind 
and intellect; the latter cannot fathom and understand him. He is an entity that is beyond 
description or narration (i.e. the faculty of speech is too incompetent to describe or tell 
anything about him), and this entity has no end (being infinite and eternal). He is self- 
illuminated and self-radiant (i.e. he is a holy image from which effuses an ethereal light 
of divinity, holiness, sublimity and piety) 

I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is endowed with 
these eclectic virtues and divine qualities (65). 
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66. Nothing remains in this world if he is removed form it. [That is, if the Lord is 
removed from this world, it becomes lifeless and useless, because the Lord is the soul and 
life of this world.] He is free from all the faults, shortcomings, blemishes, vices and evils 
associated with this world. He is like the glorious and splendorous Sun. He is the one 
who bestows all kinds of happiness, joy and bliss to the creature (or his devotees) in this 
world. He is the eternal and truthful witness for all and for all that is happening. [That is, 
it is impossible to hide anything from him; no one can deceive the Lord.] He has no stain 
of darkness symbolizing ignorance and delusions or any other faults associated with this 
artificial and deluding world. He is an incarnation of Lord Narayan Vishnu. 

I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is endowed with 
these eclectic virtues and divine qualities (66). 
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67. He is so mysterious, subtle and enigmatic that only senior and scholarly sages and 
seers, who are sufficiently wise, erudite and enlightened, are able to know him, are able 
to realise him and experience his presence, as well as witness his truthful metaphysical 
essence, divine nature and ethereal sublime form. He is fully contented and fulfilled 
himself as well as the fulfiller of all the wishes, desires, expectations and aspirations of 
his devotees. He is a treasure of all arts, crafts, skills and expertise that exist in this 
creation. He is the destroyer or causes the destruction of all sins and their integrated 
accumulated effects. He is the best amongst the most exalted ones, and the one who is 
supreme and transcendental. He is most pure, immaculate, uncorrupt and holy. He is the 
greatest amongst the great, noblest amongst the noble, the best amongst the good, and 
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first amongst equals. He is a great, most exalted, supreme, transcendental, ethereal, holy, 
eclectic and divine being who is a Supreme Being in this creation and greater than the 
greatest of Lords 

I devotedly worship and most reverentially adore Lord Ram who is endowed with 
these eclectic virtues and divine qualities (67). 
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68. Oh Raghunandan (Lord Ram)! It is you who are present in myriad forms such as that 
of Brahma (the creator), Vishnu (the sustainer and protector), Shiva (the annihilator and 
concluder), Indra (the king of Gods), all other Gods, the Sun and other planets of the 
solar system, and etc. (68). 


[Note—This verse implies that all the Gods are none other but Lord 
Ram who has assumed as many in order to carry on with the myriad 
functions of creation. ] 
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69. You are a personification of those who do severe Tapa (austerities and penances) as 
well as of the ancient Rishis (sages and seers) and Siddhas (mystics, the expert ones, the 
attained ones). You are the object of worship and contemplation. You personify the 
various Maruts (i.e. the vital life giving wind forces), the Brahmins (the learned and wise 
class of people), the Vedas (representing the scriptures), the Yagyas (religious sacrifices), 
the Purans (the ancient mythological histories), the various other treatises called 
‘Sanghitas of Dharma’ (i.e. the explanatory volumes which elaborate upon the numerous 
doctrines of righteousness, probity, propriety and noble conduct as enshrined in the 
different scriptures) (69). 
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70. You have revealed yourself in myriad of forms in this creation, such as in the form of 
the four ‘Varnas’! (i.e. the four segments in which the society has been classified by the 
scriptures; these classes are Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras), the four 
‘Ashrams’? (i.e. the four periods of life in which a person’s age is divided into; 
Brahmacharaya, Grishastha, Vaanprastha and Sanyas) as well as in the form of ‘Dharma’ 
(i.e. the eclectic virtues of righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety, noble and 
virtuous conduct and thoughts), in the form of the “Yaksha’ (a form of semi-God who is 
the guard of the celestial treasury of Gods), in the form of ‘Raakshas’ or demons, in the 
form of ‘Gandharva’ (a semi-God who is the celestial musician of the Gods and 
considered to be great at playing tricks), in the form of ‘Diggaj’ (the eight mythological 
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elephants who hold the earth aloft at eight strategic points; the word refers to one who is 
matchless in his stupendous valour, strength, courage, steadfastness and prowess), and in 
the form of the ‘Digpaals’ (the custodians of the corners of the world) etc. 

All of them are but various manifestations of your one, indivisible, single self, i.e. 
they are none other but you in all these myriad forms that you have chosen to assume 


(70). 


[Note—'The four Varnas—The Hindu society has been divided into four sections 
or classes by ancient sages to regulate its functioning by delegation of authority 
and clearly specifying the jobs each section is supposed to do to maintain order 
and system in the world, to prevent overlapping of functions and avoid anarchy 
and chaos. These four sections are— (a) Brahmins—the learned and teaching 
class; a wise one well-versed in the knowledge of the ultimate Truth about the 
supernatural Being called Brahm. They also presided over religious functions as 
priests, because these functions were central to life in the Vedic period; (b) 
Kshatriyas—they were the warrior, fighting, kingly class. They were assigned the 
job of giving protection to the society, dispensing justice and maintaining general 
law and order. (c) Vaishyas—they were the trading and farming class responsible 
for commerce and wealth generation. They provided for the necessities for a 
comfortable life. And finally (d) the Shudras the service class of people whose 
main function was to free the other three classes from the humdrums of daily 
chores and concentrate their energies to the particular jobs assigned to those 
classes to which they belonged. 

*The four Ashrams—The life of a Hindu man is divided into four segments or 
Ashrams—(a) Brahmacharya —this is the Ist phase of life in which a person 
studies the scriptures under the tutelage of a wise teacher. This phase of life is 
marked by austerities, keeping of vows, observing celibacy, abstinence and 
continence as well as leading a regimental life style, (b) Grihastha —when a 
person has studied and prepared himself to face the world, he comes back to his 
house and enters the 2nd phase called Grihastha Ashram which is a householder 
life. He marries, raises a family, produces wealth and helps to carry forward the 
cycle of creation. This is the most important and enjoyable phase as well as the 
most tough one because on the one hand there are the comforts and pleasure of 
the world to be enjoyed, and on the other hand there are the various tribulations 
and miseries of a family life and dealings with this deceptive world with all their 
accompanying horrifying problems, (c) Vanprastha —this is the 3rd phase when a 
man hands over the responsibilities of the world to his heirs and renounces his 
attachments to the house as well as the world, and heads for the forest, leaving the 
home for his next generation. It is now that he goes on pilgrimage and prepares 
for the final stage of his life, and (d) Sanyas —this is the 4th and last stage of life 
when there is complete cutting off of all the ties with the world, spending time in 
contemplation and mediation, living a life of total renunciation and begging for 
food, and single mindedly aiming for emancipation and salvation. This phase of 
Sanyas also has many stages depending upon the spiritual elevation and 
accomplishments of the aspirant, viz. Kutichak, Bahudak, Hansa, Paramhans, 
Turiyatit and Avadhut. 
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These four Ashrams, their characteristic features and virtues are described in 
detail in an Upanishad called ‘Ashramo-panishad’ belonging to the Atharva Veda 
tradition. | 
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71. Sages Sankadi and others who are the best amongst the sages, the eight Vasu, the 
three Kaals (i.e. the past, the present and the future time), and the eleven Rudras are none 
other but you in those forms (71). 
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72. Oh Raghunandan (Lord Ram)! The stars, the ten directions, the seven continents, the 
oceans, the mountains, the rivers, the trees, the snakes and other reptiles—all of them are 
your varied forms (or you have revealed yourself in all these myriad forms) (72). 
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73. Oh Raghunayak (literally, the leader of the king Raghu’s race)! The animate as well 
as the inanimate world, the Gods, the animal and the birds, the demons, the humans—all 
of them are nothing else but your various forms (73). 
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74. Oh the dear Lord of the Raghu’s race (i.e. Lord Ram)! You are the father, the mother, 
and the brother of all. You are the supreme transcendental Brahm personified. The whole 
world is pervaded by you and you encompass it from all the sides (i.e. you are 
omnipresent and you uniformly pervade in this world, being present both inside it as well 
as outside it) (74). 


[Note--To understand this latter concept, we can visualise a sponge or a ball of 


fluffy cotton in water. The water is present both inside as well as outside the 
sponge or the ball of cotton.] 


aaa WSS Jeo! | aS A Tal ada PAT I II 
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75. You are the imperishable One who does not decay, disintegrate, crumble or come to 
an end at any point of time. You are the supreme transcendental Being who is self- 
illuminated and self-radiant. You are indeed the best and most exalted Male 
(Purushottam) in creation. [This is a reference to the Viraat Purush, or the macrocosmic 
gross body of the supreme Brahm from whom the rest of the visible creation was 
revealed. | 

You are the ‘Tarak Brahm’ (i.e. the supreme transcendental Being who provides 
liberation and deliverance to the soul of the creature from this humdrum, artificial, 
deluding and ignorant ridden world of miseries and torments associated with an endless 
cycle of birth and death, and provide it with emancipation and salvation). There is noting 
in this creation that is not you; you pervade throughout the length and breadth of this 
creation (75). 


Wt Tad Fe WK Ta Gay | Tears TH oT sera eg 1 


76. He who is calm, peaceful, serene and tranquil by temperament, is all-pervading, all- 
incorporating and omnipresent, is minute, subtle, esoteric, enigmatic and mystical in 
nature and form, is the traditionally and universally truthful, eternal, perpetual, primeval, 
and most ancient supreme transcendental Brahm, is lotus-eyed, and is the Lord of the 
whole world—I most reverentially and respectfully bow and pay my obeisance to Lord 
Ram who has these eclectic virtues and qualities' (76). 


CH SAT 


ad: aa: SRA: Sara BPggay | geisha yRenge! quits aA Mee II 


77. Sage Veda Vyas said, "When Narad had prayed to Lord Ram as above, the latter was 
very pleased with him and said—'Oh the most exalted sage (Narad), oh the lion amongst 
sages (i.e. one who is like a king amongst his peers)! I am very pleased with you. Ask for 
the boon that you desire’ (77). 


IRF FATT 
afe qsife ada! sr pene! | cath atta pase a waT o l 


78. Sage Narad replied, 'Oh Lord Ram! You are all-knowing, omniscient, merciful, kind, 
graceful and compassionate. If you are indeed pleased with me then I am grateful and 
privileged in having your ‘Darshan’ (i.e. having a divine, holy, august and auspicious 
view or sight) (78). 


TAS PIP AAse FAS FoI! | SI A THe TH sifad THe TA ie il 
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79. Oh Purushottam (the best and the most exalted amongst men—i.e. Lord Ram)! By 
having your ‘Darshan’ today, I feel extremely thankful, honoured, privileged, grateful 
and fortunate. I feel that my birth has been fully rewarded, and my life has been 
successful (79). 


Ja À THe WA FY He TT: | aa a whe Het ACT -eeTT Ido I 


80. By having you’re the ‘Darshan’ of your august and holy feet today, all the virtuous 
deeds that I have done, all the knowledge and education that I have acquired, all the 
severe sufferance, austerities and penances etc. that I have done, are duly rewarded and 
deemed to be fully successful. [That is, the best reward that one can ever expect by doing 
anything auspicious and holy is to have a communion with the supreme Lord Ram, which 
has been made available to Narad. No reward can match this privilege. There is nothing 
more that he expects.] (80). 


I A Whe ad SAT | aoerseeas Sale afe waa! 1g 


81. Oh Raghav (Lord Ram)! Everything is successful for me and I am amply rewarded 
today for having remembered your holy name. I do not want anything more except 
having steady and true devotion and submission for your holy and august feet. Hence oh 
Lord, if you are indeed pleased with me, then grant this boon to me’ (81). 


dd: WAS: FTA: We AREY | 
HTT FATT 
giae Fert! AA! fas cath ¢ | Grae dftad wa Ara ae AA 13 II 


82. Thence, Lord Ram was extremely pleased with Narad and said to him, 'Oh the most 
exalted sage, oh the most fortunate one! I grant you your desired boon—whatever you 
wish now, or will ever wish in future, shall be made available to you (i.e. all your desires 
will be fulfilled)’ (82). 


Me SAT 
aT art TT PAs: Tad AAT | 
se frat ae! a yard Wa: Yeates ars 3 1 
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83. Sage Narad replied, 'Oh Raghunath (Lord Ram)! I do not ask you for any boon except 
that I must have sincere, unfaltering and steady devotion in your lotus-like holy feet. Oh 
Lord! This is the only boon that I repeatedly seek from you' (83). 


OT FATT 
AiR Ta: were aT | a wa werdor: afeserrcfawe: evi 


84. Sage Veda Vyas said, 'In the above way, when Narad had prayed to Lord Ram who is 
most valiant and brave, most glorious, majestic, radiant and splendorous with his divine 
holiness, and who is an image of truthful and eternal bliss and felicity, granted Narad 
with the excellent boon that the latter desired to have granted (which was to have steady 
and unfaltering devotion for the Lord and submission in his holy and august feet) (84). 


aime M AAG TM | SATS STATA: TT TS CII 


85. After blessing Narad with the divine awareness of the ethereal supreme and 
transcendental entity called Brahm, and granting him the boon of having eternal devotion 
for his holy and divine name, Lord Ram vanished from sight of Narad (85). 


sf sees es | aera eaters gR T IS l 


86. This excellent hymn dedicated to the Lord who is the most exalted One in the race of 
king Raghu (of Ayodhya), a hymn known as ‘Stavaraj’, has the stupendous and mystical 
potential of bestowing all sorts of imaginable good fortunes and prosperity, all round 
welfare and auspiciousness, as well as emancipation and salvation to the devotee (86). 


wd TAA Set GAL | Jere Jers feet ta Serayathtay ice i 


87. This divine and holy Stotra (Ram-Stavaraj) was pronounced by none other than the 
son of Brahma (i.e. sage Narad). It contains the essence of all the Vedas and their secret 
knowledge. I have brought it to light out of affection for you (87). 


q: Teethers seashad: | geecMe—arahst aaa Tet A CII 
CURA GI paer RAAT | MMT sta Aa A 18 
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88-89. Benefits—Those faithful devotees who will read, recite or hear this Stotra (i.e. 
Ram-Stavaraj) three times in the day (i.e. in the morning, during the noon and in the 
evening hours), shall be freed from the evil effects of all small or big sins and misdeeds 
committed by them, such as the killing of a Brahmin, theft of gold, drinking wine, sitting 
on the seat of the teacher, killing of a cow, and telling a lie. All such sins, misdeeds and 
misdemeanors and their incumbent punishments shall be remitted or pardoned or literally 
destroyed or eliminated by the good affects of this Stotra (88-89). 


[Note—It is a standard practice in ancient literature that such blanket pardoning is 
prescribed for all sinners who have devotion for a particular chosen deity to 
whom a specific hymn is dedicated. This does not give them the license to 
commit murder and slaughter of innocents, felony and larceny, indulgence and 
debauchery, and sins of all other imaginable kinds, with the assurance that 
forgiveness is easy, automatic and round the corner. No, never. The idea is that if 
one had committed these sins and sincerely regrets for them, then some avenue 
must be open for their redemption, for to err is human. If a man sincerely wishes 
to repent and mend himself, then he should be given a chance, otherwise he would 
go on committing the same horrific act over and over again because there is no 
way to undo his mistakes. ] 


wa: Wea Ue: Haga aes: | ae afer a p RTT 20 1 


90. In a similar way, a person is able to get rid of all his sins committed over numerous 
‘Kalpas’ (eras; a long period of time) by his body, mind or speech along with their 
accumulated punishments (if he follows the directions given above and has devotion for 
Lord Ram) (90). 


[Note—1 Kalpa is equivalent to 1 day in the creator Brahma’s total life span of 100 
years. Each Kalpa consists of 1000 four-Yug cycles, called the ‘Chatur Yugs’. The 
visible creation’s one life-span consisting of this four-Yog cycle called the ‘Chatur Yugs’ 
is this one day of Brahma. At the end of this Chatur Yug, there would be dissolution or 
the so-called ‘dooms-day’ when everything would be submerged in water. Then the next 
phase of life consisting of the next four- Yug cycle would start. 

Each Kalpa (i.e. 1 day of Brahma’s life) is also divided into 14 Manvantars, and 
each such Manvantars is ruled by one Manu, the first male. Therefore, 1 Manu rules over 
71.42 (1000/4) four-Yug cycles. 

We are now passing through the 51st year of Brahma’s life, and our present 
Kaliyug belongs to the 7th Manvantar out of the 14 Manvantars, and its Manu is called 
Vaivasvata, and it is 28th Kaliyug of the four-Yug cycle. 

In human years, | Kalpa is equivalent to 4.32 billion (4.32 x 109) years.] 


ATS Teas Awaft yoy | se Urafhe aes aeatafestead 1122 1 
TH Wed WK Ta a Ra ae l aeae fe ae Gea TTT 182 11 
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91-92. All the sins and their accumulated bad effects will be immediately destroyed by 
the mere remembrance of Lord Ram’s holy and divine name (with sincerity, earnestness 
and devotion). This is undoubtedly an absolute, truthful and irrefutable certainty. 

Besides this, it is also an absolute truth that Lord Ram is the eternal, truthful, 
supreme, transcendental and the ultimate Brahm. There is nothing that is not Lord Ram 
(or there is nothing in this creation that is besides Lord Ram, or which is not pervaded by 
Lord Ram, or which is not an image of Lord Ram, or which is different from and 
independent of Lord Ram). Hence, this world appears to be true because of the fact that 
Lord Ram is the ultimate Truth, and this world is a manifestation of this Lord known as 
Brahm, the Supreme Being' (91-92). 


Yd ST 
STS WRa Ustad! Ws, TA aa WAT! | 
Tsar! THE! TASS aa: OS® 118 3 1 


93. Sage Sut said, “Oh Lord Ramchandra, oh the most exalted in the race of king Raghu, 
oh the most exalted king, oh the Emperor amongst kings, oh Lord Ram the leader of 
Raghu’s race, oh the King of kings, oh an exalted son of the Raghu’s race Lord Ram! I 
am your humble servant (i.e. your devotee) and have taken refuge/shelter in your holy 
feet (93). 


dA- gge heme mÀ ypa AÀ A AT, | 
N amaA AÀ a a A: N ama RN: Ragi Wa WS Fae 11X 1 


94. Accompanied by Vaidehi (Sita), Lord Ram is seated on a throne covered with flowers 
under the Kalpa tree (the evergreen celestial tree of Gods) in a golden pavilion. Hanuman 
is standing in front of him singing the sacred hymns which have been composed by 
erudite sages and seers and highlights the knowledge of the supreme Brahm. Lord Ram is 
surrounded by Bharat and other brothers. He is dark complexioned. I adore and worship 
Lord Ram in this form (94). 


w efi- Paena diseepa—amarmne ferret fay | 
giat: Gont: deat wer faaftaeee—aRh: SAA WPT 194 I 


95. I praise and honour Lord Ram who has a crown and a tiara made of precious 
stones/gems on his head, wears ear-rings, and has armbands on his arms and a necklace 
around his neck. Sita adorns (i.e. is seated on) his left side. He is seated on a magnificent 
and gleaming throne, is known by the name of Vibho (an epithet of Vishnu meaning 
omnipresent, magnanimous, eternal, almighty and majestic Lord), is served by Sugriv 


605 


and other monkeys, and is praised and honoured by sages such as Vishwamitra and 
Parashar (95). 


ano p- Am aff: eae ya—fefre—aa Teresa | 
aana aa VITA GR eed PAA Tel WHAT 1126 I 


96. Lord Ram is a treasury of all auspicious virtues and noble characters, is revered, 
honoured and praised by the Yogis (ascetics/hermits), was able to vanquish and crush the 
pride, haughtiness and arrogance of the demons by the dint of his matchless valour, 
stupendous strength and astounding powers, is privileged to have Sita by his side, is the 
one who trounces the pride of kings, is the one who humbles the heart of Kamdeo-cupid 
(i.e. he makes Kamdeo feel shy and humiliated when the latter compares himself with 
Lord Ram’s enchanting spell), and who is the supreme Brahm himself with the divine 
name of ‘Ram’. I bow before such a Lord Ram most reverentially and devotedly (96). 


WR! ga Aas asset ane d a Fe A 
aRar aA Actes WATS Ll AAMT! 11S 1 


97. Oh Raghuvar (Lord Ram)! Let your enchanting and bewitching image be 
permanently enshrined in my heart, let your holy and divine name which has the potential 
to destroy the chances of going to hell be ever present in my mouth (i.e. let me 
constantly, persistently and consistently chant or repeat your august name), and let my 
head always remain bowed at your holy lotus-like feet with devotion and humility. Oh 
Lord and friend of the distressed, wretched and miserable ones! By fulfilling my above 
mentioned wishes, be kind and gracious enough to deliver me from this entrapping, 
artificial and deluding world in which I find my self trapped and engrossed (97). 


Tee a2 frente aft 1 arreaairaeyd Sates 1182 I 
TT MARE ATACHAR AAT ARGTPARTTETARTT GEOL | 


98. I honour, revere, worship and praise the jewel called Ram who is the Lord Hari, the 
king of Chitrakoot'. He is born because of the devotion of Kaushalaya (his mother), and 
is like a symbolic ornamentation for the neck of Janki (Sita? (98). 


[Note—'Chitrakoot is the place where Lord Ram had spent considerable time 
during his time in forest exile, and it was here that Bharat, his younger brother, 
had gone to try to persuade him to come back to Ayodhya. It is said that the Lord 
always stays in the forests surrounding this holy place. 
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*He is like an invaluable and precious necklace which adorns the bosom of 
Sita. The allusion to a necklace signifies that even as a woman’s beauty and 
charm is enhanced by her jewelry—chiefly her necklace because it is the central 
piece of all her ornaments, lying prominently around her neck and placed on her 
bosom to show off her beauty and charm, and this piece of ornamentation has a 
pride of place on her body because it symbolically lies close to her heart as it is 
placed right above it on the chest—Lord Ram too is the greatest and most 
valuable possession that Sita has. Without him, she would be bare of any honour 
and decoration. | 


Thus ends Ram Stavaraj Stotra sung by Narad in Sanatkumar Sanhita. 


Ram Stotra (Hymn by Jatau, the Bird) 


This Stotra (hymn) by Jatau appears in Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, Aranya 
Kand, Canto 8, verse nos. 44-53. 


segera 
straps aS RAN RET | 


STATA TOA aE ASRA TTEN I% I 


44. Jatau said (prayed), 'I remain perpetually bowed in great reverence before Sri 
Ramchandra who has (possesses, is endowed with) immeasurable auspicious virtues and 
good characteristics, who is boundless, measureless, limitless and without any 
parameters, who is the original cause of creation, its sustenance and its ultimate 
annihilation, who is an embodiment of supreme peace, tranquility and serenity, and is the 
most exalted and supreme Soul in the creation, called the Parmatma (44). 


magahan agea a 


RAAT ACIS A ee ATERT | SY I 


45.1 bow most reverentially day and night before Sri Ram who is an embodiment (or 
treasury, an abode) of and remains submerged in measureless bliss, happiness and joys, 
who is the object of affectionate side-glances of Laxmi, who is the remover of the 
miseries, grief, troubles and tribulations of the Lord of Gods (Indra) as well as of the 
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four-headed Lord (Brahma) and other Gods, who is the best among humans and bestows 
boons, and who holds a bow and arrows in his hands (45). 


Ayaman Aaaa gT, | 
oR gS paoa GTA TÈ IKS II 


46. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Raghunandan (Sri 
Ram) who is the most beautiful, astoundingly attractive, enchantingly captivating and 
stupendously charming in the whole of the three worlds (subterranean, terrestrial and 
celestial), who is worthy of being praised, revered and honoured by all, who is as 
splendorous, radiant and glorious as hundreds of Suns taken together, who bestows 
(gives, grants) all the desired or deserved fruits or rewards (to his devotees), who 
constantly, day and night, gives shelter and refuge in his holy feet to those who seek it, 
and who resides in their affectionate and loveable hearts (46). 


Aiea agaaa NGT 
apuaan Aaaa R TÀ IA 


47. 1 bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Hari (Sri Ram) whose 
potent holy name resembles a powerful wild fire for the purpose of destroying this world 
which is like a dense and impenetrable forest, who is the supreme God who is revered, 
honoured and worshipped even by Lord Shiva and other Gods, who is the crusher and 
vanquisher of crores (millions) of demons and their kings, who is dark complexioned like 
the waters of the holy river Yamuna, and who is most gracious, kind, benevolent, 
merciful and compassionate (47). 


aaraa aA wafaqeqhty: wa era 
TATOOS VOT WA WLI I 


48. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Raghunandan (Sri 
Ram) who is perpetually far away from the reach of and sight of (i.e. inaccessible to) 
those who are regularly, as a matter of habit, natural inclination and temperament, 
passionately involved with, are infatuated with, are emotionally attached with, are 
insatiably attracted to, have an unsatisfied yearning for, are madly running behind and 
seeking wistfully this material world of artificiality and its illusive comforts. On the other 
hand, he is always easily visible (accessible, attainable) to those exalted sages, seers, 
hermits, ascetics and other exalted, realised and holy ones who are detached, 
uninterested, indifferent and dispassionate towards this world (i.e. who have renounced 
their link with this artificial and elusive ensnaring world. The holy and divine feet of the 
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Lord are like a ship (or boat) to take one across the ocean of this mundane, deluding, 
artificial and ensnaring world (48). 


PRR gaia Raa, | 
PATTAYA VATS TTS || 


49. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Sri Raghunayak 
(literally, the exalted leader of Raghu's clan; Sri Ram) who resides in the temple-like 
heart of Lord Shiva and Parvati and is their well-wisher. His character, nature, conduct, 
behaviour, general demeanours, habits and temperaments, both the worldly as well as the 
heavenly, are extremely enchanting and pleasant (besides being stellar examples of 
divinity, holiness, piety, righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety, ethics and 
morality of the highest order). His holy feet are served (worshipped, adored, honoured) 
both by the most exalted Gods as well as the king of demons. He is that supreme 
authority that grants boons even to the Gods (49). 


Tee saa FETT. TAA | 
Wea FHT BRAGS TÀ Io I 


50. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of the lotus-eyed 
Raghubar (Sri Ram) who is being constantly served by those great noble souls who keep 
far away from (abhor, detest, never think of, or eye) the wealth, property and women of 
others. On the contrary, they feel very glad, happy and contented at the virtues, 
excellence, goodness, glory, prosperity, well-being and success of others, and are always 
eager for their welfare and well-being (50). 


aRar Aag gE 
Ames gae TÈ 11g 1 


51. I bow most reverentially to and take shelter in the holy feet of Sri Raghupati (Sri 
Ram) who is the great Guru (moral preceptor) of Lord Shiva! His charming and attractive 
face is like a fully blossomed lotus flower and is adorned with a bewitching smile that is 
most attractive, endearing, genteel and charming for the heart, who is most easily 
accessible to his devotees, the radiant glow of whose body (i.e. his complexion) is 
beautifully tinged with a bluish hue like that of the ‘Indra Neel Mani’ (sapphire worn by 
Indra), and whose enchanting eyes are as adorable, fascinating, magnificent and charming 
as a white lotus (51). 


Reen Aera AA PaT: | 
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Taka Toya TAATATS 1142 UI 


52. It is you who appear in the three forms of Hari (Vishnu, the sustainer), the one who 
was born atop a divine lotus (Brahma, the creator), and Shambhu (Shiva, the concluder of 
creation) due to the predominance of any one of the three ‘Gunas’ over the others, even 
as the same sun appears to be different and numerous when it is reflected in a number of 
pans filled with water. 

I sing a hymn in your honour who are worthy of being praised, revered and honoured 
even by Indra (the king of Gods), and are a personification of the supreme transcendental 
Lord (52). 


MRAR ga MARAA | 
Aae wer Aam ga i À 3 l 


53. Your divine body is more stunningly and magnificently charming, attractive, 
handsome, magnificent, radiant and endowed with a divine glow than that of crores 
(millions) of Kamdeo-cupids (literally the husband of Rati) taken collectively. You are 
very far away from or inaccessible to those who are confused and perplexed by, or 
remain entangled in, the web representing pursuit of hundreds of paths or means leading 
to attainment of emancipation and salvation, instead of concentrating on the righteous 
and correct path leading to the awareness of your truthful and real form (as described in 
the Shathpath Brahman of the Shukla Yajur Veda and expounded and elucidated in the 
Brihad Aranykya Upanishad of that Veda). [That is, you are attainable by realising your 
true form by following the righteous path of self realisation and devotion as affirmed in 
the Upanishads.] You are always present and experienced by exalted ascetics in their 
hearts. I bow most reverentially at the holy and venerated feet of great Lord Raghupati 
(Sri Ram) who is such a benevolent and unparalleled eliminator of miseries, grief, 
distress, agonies, troubles and tribulations of all kinds' (53). 


Ram Stotra (Hymn by Indra, the king of Gods) 


This Stotra (hymn) by Indra appears in Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, Uddha 
(Lanka) Kand, Canto 13, verse nos. 24-32. 


oa sa 
Se Tel TATA TARAS | 
Tate Maat Tae RITT Y I 
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24. Indra said—'l always worship, honour and adore Sri Ram who looks most elegant, 
dignified, majestic and beautiful with a blue countenance like that of a blue-lotus, whose 
name is like a wild forest fire for the purpose of burning or destroying this materialistic, 
delusory, artificial and ensnaring mundane world which is like wild and dense forest (i.e. 
his holy and powerful name can burn the allurements and entrapments that this world 
presents to the soul diverting, it from its real goal of emancipation and salvation), whose 
blissful, most cheerful, enchanting and tranquil image/form is meditated upon by Bhavani 
in her heart (in other words, the blissful and pleasant image/form of Sri Ram resides in 
the heart of Parvati, the consort of Lord Shiva), and who is the liberator from the fetters 
that shackle a creature to this world (consisting of a vicious, never ending cycle of birth 
and death; he is a medium by which one can free oneself from this world and its 
shackles). I bow reverentially before Sri Ram who is the refuge or shelter for Lord Shiva 
and other Gods (24). 


Gites adeg AWaered foarte | 
TT Wer ae Se TART At ATTA IR II 


25. He is the only medium by which all the miseries, distresses, sorrows and torments of 
the Gods etc. are destroyed or eliminated. He is presently in the form of a human, though 
he is primarily without a form and is worthy of being praised and honoured through the 
medium of prayers. I worship, revere and adore that Lord Sri Ram who is the supreme 
Lord and the one who removes the burden of the earth, who is an image of supreme, 
eternal and immutable bliss, happiness, joy, peace and tranquility, who is worthy of being 
praised, honoured, revered and worshipped, and is Lord Hari (Vishnu) himself 
personified (25). 


maoe m Tract eM | 
maaie AREA A TAP LRG I 


26. He who is the shelter and provider of eternal happiness and succour of all kinds to 
those who seek refuge with him; he whose his name removes or destroys all types of 
miseries, sorrows, torments, tribulations, anguish and their likes of those humble 
devotees who have sought his shelter; who is the object of severe penances and austerities 
(Tapa), of deep meditation, concentration and contemplation (Yoga), and of thought and 
search by great and attained Yogis (ascetics); and who is a friend of the king of monkeys 
etc. (i.e. Sugriv and his ministers)—I adore, worship, honour and revere that Sri Ram 
who is a true and loyal friend personified (i.e. he is a sincere friend of all, or I worship 
him as my true and sincere friend because he has given me succour from the horrible 
torments that I was being subjected to by Ravana as a true and loyal friend) (26). 
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Veal ATS Yet faye Fer R ATAT | 
Remera Ter WHAT face SST TIT 


27. He keeps far away from people who are always indulgent and engrossed in pleasures 
of the sense organs and the objects of the materialistic world, while residing in the 
proximity and easy reach of those who are always firm in Yoga and self-restraint. He is 
an eternal and everlasting treasury or a root of eternal beatitude and felicity. He is an 
image and source of happiness, joy and delight for the daughter of Vaideha (i.e. Sita). I 
always worship, revere, honour and adore Sri Ram who has been born in the clan of king 
Raghu (27). 


FSaMTATaa aT ach PTT STOTT: | 
ASOT HM AM: ACE TAS SHIR II 


28. You appear like a human being (or are in the form of an ordinary man) out of your 
own wish and just for the sake of fun or playful activity. While assuming this form, you 
have also assumed the characteristics and attributes of a human that you seem to possess 
by virtue of your own great deluding powers called Maya. That is, you have joined hands 
with your Maya, and this company has created an illusion that you are a human being and 
have all the attributes of a human being. 

Those people whose ears get constantly filled by hearing your divine stories 
which bestow them with happiness and joy as well as bliss and peace, are the ones who 
become images or stellar examples of constant, persistent and consistent contentedness, 
joy, bliss, peace, tranquility and happiness (28). 


Se AMT A Farka: | 
zi aaen Aeara AA Fra: 1128 I 


29. Oh Lord! I had become intoxicated, haughty, proud, boastful and arrogant due to 
honours, respect, stature and privileges that I had as the king of Gods as well as by 
indulgence in drinking Soma (which is the elixir like drink offered to Gods during fire 
sacrifices). I cared for none due to my arrogance, pride and haughtiness of being all in all 
(or the Lord) of the entire world. Now, with the grace and kindness of your lotus-like 
divine and holy feet, my haughtiness, arrogance and vanity of being the master and Lord 
of the three worlds has been eliminated and destroyed. [The three worlds are— the 
celestial, the terrestrial and the subterranean worlds.] (29). 


WEARER Rg | 
MAA CAE AR A TAIT 1130 I 
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30. He who is adorned with glittering gem-studded arm bands and necklaces and looks 
most magnificent, handsome, elegant, enchanting and beautiful in them, who is like a 
wild fire for the destructions of demons who are a burden for this earth, whose auspicious 
face and countenance resembles a full Moon of a winter night, and whose eyes are as 
beautiful, enchanting, enamouring and attractive as a beautiful lotus flower, and whose 
beginning or end is most difficult to ascertain—I adore, worship, honour and revere such 
a Raghav (Sri Ram) (30). 


yeino farrenfeatancarrentry | 
Fi Fares Ast TE AT 113? 1 


31. He whose body has the ethereal radiance and divine glow resembling that of the 
‘Indra Neel Mani’ (a blue sapphire worn by Lord of Gods, Indra, as a crown jewel) and is 
as dark as the (rain bearing) cloud, who had protected all the creatures by slaying the 
demon Viradh etc. to establish peace, tranquility and order in this world, who is adorned 
by a crown and a tiara etc., and who is the valuable asset and a valued treasure of Lord 
Shiva—I adore, worship, honour, praise and revere such a Sri Ramchandra who is the 
Lord of the clan of Raghu (31). 


wanes a mA ATA | 
mAai RaT A aE Aa I3? 1 


32. He is sitting on a magnificent throne which is as glorious, splendorous, radiant and 
marvelous as millions of moons shining together with Sita by his side. She has a 
complexion as glowing and radiant as pure gold, and as splendorous, brilliant and 
dazzling as lightening. I adore, worship, honour, praise and revere such a Sri Ramchandra 
who is beyond the purview of any sorrows, anguish and distress as well as is without any 
sluggishness, inertia, indolence, lethargy, careless and apathetic attitude (i.e. he is most 
vigilant, alert, active and agile)' (32). 
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Ram Stotra (Hymn by Vibhishan, the noble demon king of Lanka) 


This Stotra (hymn) by Vibhishan appears in Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, 
Uddha (Lanka) Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 17-32. 


fA sara 
TAS UA USE AA: STA TAR USHIATS MA THAT IRI 


17. Vibhishan said, 'Oh the King of kings, Sri Ram! I bow before you (to pay my respects 
and honour). Oh the one who resides in the heart of Sita! I bow reverentially before you. 
Oh the invincible and formidable archer holding an invincible and formidable bow! I bow 
reverentially before you. Oh the one who is compassionate, benevolent, munificent, 
benignant and endearing towards his devotees! I bow reverentially before you (17). 


TASTMTS VITA TAT | Gaara aT Fd TT Tats AAI I 


18. I bow before Sri Ram who has no end, is tranquil, peaceful and serene, is unique and 
matchless in divine splendour, radiance, brilliance, glow of divine energy and majestic 
powers, is a friend of Sugriv, and is the leader of king Raghu's clan (18). 


SIGART OT Hey | FTAA TAT TAIN II 


19. I repeatedly bow reverentially before you who are a great and exalted soul, are the 
cause (source) of the creation as well as annihilation of the world, are the Guru (a wise 
and enlightened teacher, a moral preceptor, an erudite and learned guide, and the one who 
is the most wise and enlightened) of the Triloki (the three worlds consisting of the 
subterranean, terrestrial and celestial worlds), and are a householder since time 
immemorial (19). 


amii m cada Ratton) cated Pee Aaea RIRO I 


20. Oh Sri Ram! You are the cause of creation and existence of this world, and at the end 
of it you are the place where it goes back (i.e. merges into or coalesces into) at the time of 
annihilation (the doomsday). You move around as per your own wish (20). 
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21. Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! You pervade both inside and outside the whole creation 
consisting of the five elements (space, air, fire, water, earth). [That is, you encompass as 
well as are encompassed by all the animate as well as the inanimate world which is made 
up of the above elements. ] 

As a result, the whole universe appears to be a manifestation of your own self, or 
it is an image which reflects you (21). 


THATS SAMA ASAT PATS: | TATA A MAATTI? I 


22. Those foolish, lowly, stupid and ignorant persons, whose wisdom, intelligence and 
discrimination powers have been eclipsed by your deluding and illusive force called 
Maya, are constantly and repeatedly arriving and departing, i.e. take birth and die 
repeatedly in this mundane, artificial, deluding and entrapping world depending upon 
their righteous or unrighteous deeds, thoughts and demeanors (22). 


Tas Tet Bras BI! Asst AWAd AA ACSA MPT 3 | 


23. As long as (i.e. till the time) a person does not concentrate his mental faculties and 
realises and understands your true form representing pure enlightenment, wisdom and 
knowledge as well as the pure consciousness, he continues to regard this world as being 
true just like one mistakenly thinks that there is silver that glistens inside an oyster shell. 
[The moon or sun light reflects from the oyster shell's inner layer and it appears to 
simmer with a silvery light, but it is only an optical illusion.] (23). 


AMAT Got: WraTeey | Hat aaa gaa IY I 


24. Oh Vibho (omnipresent, almighty, all-pervading, magnanimous, eternal Lord)! It is 
because the people are ignorant of you and your true form that they are engrossed in and 
infatuated and attached with their worldly ties such as their sons, wives and homestead 
etc., and try to find happiness and peace in the objects of this materialistic but perishable 
world which ultimately give them sorrows and anguish in return (24). 


aAA tat aeTe TMS: | BET TA STAT FRSA 24 I 


25. Oh the most exalted and the best among males (‘Purshottam’, an epithet for Vishnu)! 
You are Indra (the king of Gods), the Fire, Yam (the patron God of death), Raksho 
(literally, the one who protects; also means God, “good luck’ personified), Varun (the 
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patron God of water), the Wind God, Kuber (the treasurer of Gods) and Rudra (one of the 
eleven forms of Shiva; synonymous with annihilation of the creation) (25). 


HURST Vom Wea: TH ct frat sso Arar ser cata RINS I 


26. Oh Lord! You are minute than an atom and larger than the greatest of creation. You 
are the father, the mother and the nourisher as well as the bearer of the entire creation 


(26). 


aRar: Risas: a meaag: § atafeatstt: 11219 11 


27. You are without a beginning, middle or an end. You are always uniformly complete, 
eternal and imperishable, and infinite and limitless. You are have no physical organs such 
as hands and legs or eyes and nose (because you are formless and without attributes) (27). 


AT seal Vel A Tae GUTH | ANA aR Papo AETAT: 11 


28. But still, oh the slayer of the demon Khar, you are the one who hears all, sees all, 
accepts all and are very swift, rapid moving, diligent and agile. You are free from the 
encumbrances pertaining to the ‘5-Koshas””. 

You are Nirgun (formless, invisible, without any defining characteristics or 
attributes called “Gunas’ which is so typifies this world). And you have no abode as such 
(i.e. you are not fixed or localised to any specific location or habitat, because the whole 
universe is your abode by the virtue of the fact that you are present in all the five 
elements that constitute the world) (28). 


[Note--'The 5 Koshas are the sheaths that surround the central Atma. These are 
called the Annmaya Kosh or the food sheath; the Pran Maya Kosh or the vital air 
sheath; the Manomya Kosh or the mind sheath; the Vigyan Maya Kosh or the 
intellect sheath; and the Anand Maya Kosh or the bliss sheath. ] 


Aara Aa fore n: eaS: e: IPA: T: I 


29. You have no parallel, no match and no alternatives. You are without any faults, 
blemishes, shortcomings and taints. You have no form, no attributes, no names and no 
qualifying qualities defining you. You are inspired by none and are self driven; you have 
no Lord above you who can order you to do anything. You are free from the so-called six 
faults, shortcomings, blemishes or taints associated with this creation and its creatures!. 
You are beyond Nature, called Prakriti. You are the eternal Purush who has no has no 
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beginning or end. [Here ‘Purush’ means the male aspect of nature or the Viraat Purush 
that existed even prior to the whole creation coming into being) (29). 


[Note :- 'The six Faults mentioned in verse no. 29 are the problems associated 
with this gross world that has a physical origin, takes a birth and ultimately ends 
or dies. Naturally they are not applicable to the supreme Lord who does not take 
birth and does not die. These so-called ‘Vikars’ are the following—(1) problems 
associated with birth, (2) problems associated with growth, (3) problems 
associated with consequences of deeds done and actions taken by a creature in 
this world, (4) problems associated with gradual decay and decline of the body 
and its functions, (5) problems associated with old age and its attendant horrors, 
and (6) problems associated with the ultimate destruction and end of everything 
that relates to the creature. One will observe that the life of a creature is a 
continuous graph of sorrows and pains of one or the other kind. It is only when 
the creature realises the truth of existence and who he really is that he begins to 
disassociate himself from the body and the world, and thus is able to break free 
from this seemingly interminable cycle of horrors. ] 


Ta TEAS AA Sa TTT Scary cat osi Soran Alen: 1130 11 


30. You appear to be like an ordinary human being because of the illusion created by 
your Maya (the delusion creating powers of the Lord). The Vaishanavs (those who 
worship Lord Vishnu and treat him as the supreme Lord who manifests in the form of 
various incarnations to rid the world of evil and vices) attain emancipation and salvation 
by realizing that, in reality, you as are that supreme Lord who is called ‘Nirgun’, i.e. one 
who has no Gunas (no attributes and qualifying virtues, either good or bad) and 
‘Ajanma’, i.e. one who has no birth (because he is eternal and imperishable) (30). 


a aae: P ma a seer aaNet STATS 1132 11 


31. Oh Raghav! I wish to climb up the stairs (or steps of the ladder) representing sincere, 
steady, everlasting and pure ‘Bhakti’ (i.e. firm devotion, faith, conviction and belief, 
having reverence and adoration, worshipping and honouring) in your lotus-like holy feet, 
in order to reach the pinnacle of the royal palace called “Gyan Yog’ (enlightenment and 
wisdom acquired through truthful knowledge of the supreme reality) (31). 


Ta: Sharad TA AA: Sree) Tae TAETS aS A AASPRTT IIB? I 


32. Oh Sita's dear Lord Sri Ram who is the best among those who are merciful, 
munificent, benevolent and compassionate! I bow reverentially before you. Oh the slayer 
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or vanquisher of Ravana! I repeatedly bow reverentially before you. You should save me 
from being submerged and getting drowned in the ocean-like mundane world’ (32). 


Ram Stuti (prayer) by Brahma (the creator) 


This Stuti (prayer) by Brahma appears in Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, Uddha 
(Lanka) Kand, Canto 13, verse nos. 10-18. 


Taras 
ae to fampsetted areca wer 
amA mA Saat wdeleet SETA Ro II 


10. Lord Brahma, the creator said, 'Oh Lord! I pray to you who are Lord Vishnu 
personified; you are the cause of the very existence of all the creatures; you are enthroned 
in the heart of self-enlightened or self-realised persons; you are free from the confusions, 
uncertainties, dilemmas and consternations arising from whether to leave and abandon 
anything or accept it; you are beyond everything and are without a parallel and match, 1.e. 
you are unique and one like yourself alone; you are the only supreme authority and 
majesty in the whole world; you reside in the heart of all (in the form of the microcosmic 
soul); and you are the witness to all that exists (10). 


mA Arge fe veer fet ad aeraaat farsa | 
Wate FT Mae GIS a A AE ATT IR? I 


11. Sages and hermits who are without any worldly attachments, who exert/exercise 
control over their two vital wind (life) forces—‘Pran and Apaan’—and restrain or check 
them in their hearts with a firm determination, a concentrated mind and a focused 
intellect, and who, at the same time, are able to cut through (puncture, destroy, smash, 
overcome, vanquish, conquer, spike, break or crush) all the shackles representing 
uncertainties, doubts, confusions and perplexities, as well as overcome the numerous tugs 
and pulls exerted by various types of infatuations, yearnings and desires for self 
gratifications and obtaining pleasures of the sense objects pertaining to this materialistic 
world, which are, however, nothing but harmful poisons—only such sages and hermits 
can have a divine view of the Lord in their hearts. I bow and pray most reverentially to 
such a Lord Sri Ram who is adorned by a jewel studded glittering crown with a tiara, and 
is as majestic, splendorous, radiant and glorious as the Sun (11). 
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madi maa sè maa Arefearet Breer | 
areas a R a a e TAIR? I 


12. He who is beyond the influence, spell and reach of Maya (delusions, ignorance, 
hallucinations and illusions), who is the divine consort of Laxmi (i.e. who is Lord Vishnu 
himself), who is the original cause of the creation of the world, who is beyond the 
requirement of visible proof of existence (i.e. who cannot be measured by or compared to 
any known worldly yardsticks, standards or benchmarks to establish his authenticity and 
truthfulness), who destroys all Moha (attachments, infatuations, attractions, yearnings 
and desires) that exist in the world, who is praised by sages, seers and hermits, who is 
worthy of being meditated upon by the Yogis (ascetics), who is the founder, teacher, 
author and judge for the path of Yoga (meditation and concentration on the Lord), and 
who is complete in all respects—I bow most reverentially and humbly pray to that Lord 
known as Sri Ram who gives happiness, bliss, joy and delight to the whole world, and is 
most charming, pleasing, enthralling, beguiling and beautiful in every way (12). 


anarad aAA r A, | 
Aa ya ga mae a A AATETTA 1R 3 1 


13. He who has no emotions of any kind whatsoever, i.e. who is perpetually neutral and 
equitable, being unmoved and unwavering, constantly remaining indifferent and 
dispassionate under all circumstances, whether favourable or unfavourable; whose lotus- 
like twin holy feet are worshipped, revered and honoured by the Lord who is the chief 
amongst the Yogis (i.e. Lord Shiva) and others as well, who is eternal, perpetual, 
permanent, immutable and everlasting, who is pristine pure, absolutely uncorrupt, 
without any shortcomings, blemishes or faults, who is most wise, realised, 
knowledgeable, erudite, sagacious and enlightened, who is without an end and 
conclusion, and who is like a wild fire for the multitudes of demons (representing evil 
and vile forces in this world)—I bow most reverentially and humbly pray to such a 
valiant and valorous Lord known as Sri Ram who represents the divine, ethereal cosmic 
sound called ‘OM’! (13). 


a À aA maae mA maassasi i 
TET Ta AEn aA Amar A TAa ea RX I 


14. You are my Lord; you are the one who completes and implements all the proposals 
and prayers made by me (i.e. I propose but you are the one who puts them into practice; 
or in other words, the success of all my endeavours are dependent upon you). You are 
beyond any established standards or benchmarks, any dimensions and measurements, any 
generalities and scales that are usually applicable to all other entities in this world. You 
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are a personification of Madhav (another name of Narayan, Vishnu, the sustainer of 
creation and the consort of goddess Laxmi). You are the bearer, sustainer and nourisher 
of the whole world. You are attainable or accessible only by firm faith, sincerity, 
devotion, dedication, belief and conviction. You can remove the fears arising out of this 
mundane, entrapping, deluding and artificial world by remembering your form which is 
divine, ethereal, sublime, subtle and eclectic but esoteric and mysterious. You reside in, 
literally move about and remain ensconced in, the mind-intellect complex which has been 
purified by the practice of Yoga (meditation and contemplation) (14). 


SM Strada Tete Stet AT Siffre | 
UTS TATA FS TA GTO IIe 4 I 


15. You are the beginning and an end of this traditional world; you are the supreme Lord 
of all the worlds. You cannot be understood, measured, comprehended, proved, derived 
at or deduced by any standard, yardstick, measurement, scale, method or experiment 
known to this world. You are the Lord who is worthy to be adored, worshipped, 
honoured, revered and praised by those who have sincere devotion, dedication, faith, 
conviction, belief and reverence for you and have spiritually inclined emotions and 
outlooks—I bow humbly in reverence to Sri Ram who is as beautiful and enchanting as a 
blue-lotus (15). 


A AT ag CaM TAA Aaa Aa VTA AAT | 
Fens aedgennge Fd WH VASA JAFE IRS l 


16. You are beyond the need of any visible proof or evidence to establish your existence, 
majesty, divinity and authority (i.e. no proof or evidence is required to establish your 
existence or authority). You are without any pride, ego, haughtiness, vanity and 
arrogance. Which creature, who is surrounded by, under the influence of and engrossed in 
Maya (i.e. shrouded by delusions arising out of ignorance and misconceptions about the 
actual reality about this materialistic world), is capable or proficient and adept enough to 
know who you really and truthfully are? 

Oh Madhav (literally meaning the divine consort of Laxmi; another name of 
Vishnu)! You are the revered and venerable one for the great sages, seers and hermits. 
Though you had praised, honoured and adored all the Gods in Vrindavan (during your 
manifestation as Lord Krishna), you are yourself praised, honoured and adored by all of 
the Gods themselves as well as by Lord Shiva in the form of Sri Ram. I bow and pay my 
obeisance to Sri Ram who is a root (treasury, fount) of bliss, happiness, peace and 
tranquility (16). 


mee RA: aaa aeae Aaa | 
aearst AIS Wa Gt TA aT AALTTI RY II 
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17. You are proved beyond doubt, confusion or uncertainties, and are the one who is 
being invoked, expounded upon and enunciated by the various scriptures along with by 
the Vedas (i.e. you are ascertained, proclaimed, demonstrated and established without 
any confusion by them) which unequivocally proclaim you as being eternal, immutable, 
truthful, unchanging and perpetual, as being an image of beatitude and felicity, as being 
without any alternatives and one of your only kind, as being an embodiment or an image 
of Gyan (truthful knowledge, wisdom, enlightenment, erudition, sagacity and realisation), 
and as being without a beginning and an end. 

You have assumed a human form just in order to accomplish my pending work 
(that is, to protect the creation from the tyranny of cruel demons and other evil mongers). 
I bow in honour and reverence to Sri Ram who is blue-complexioned like the Markat 
Mani (blue sapphire), and are the Lord of Mathura (the city where Lord Krishna had 
slayed the demon Kansha) (17). 


[Note :- The reference to Lord Krishna as being the Lord of Mathura while 
praying to Sri Ram indicates that Brahma, the creator, sees no difference 
between Sri Ram and Sri Krishna, which indeed is the fact.] 


Fer a: Vad Maw aa Teafawst ys Aca: | 
TA Part area SATA MATT Tae TTA IC I 


18. Those wise and thoughtful persons in this mortal world who would read and recite 
this prime and eternal Stotra (prayerful hymns)—which were first conceived and 
enunciated by Lord Brahma, the creator, and which are imbued and infused with the 
essential tenets pertaining to the supreme transcendental Brahm—with full devotion, 
faith, conviction, respect and honour, are sure to be liberated/freed from all the shackles 
and entanglements representing the evil effects pertaining to their sins, misdeeds and 
misdemeanors of all kinds. Such recitation or reading should be done by invoking Sri 
Ram who is of a dark complexion and is the fulfiller of all the wishes and desires of his 
devotees. This Stotra proclaims and establishes the reality and essence about the supreme 
Brahm (18). 
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SKAND PURAN- NAGAR KHAND 


The following verses of the Skand Puran highlight the importance and spiritual value of 
chanting or repeating of Lord Ram’s holy Name ‘Ram’ with dedication and devotion. 
This was told by Lord Shiva to his divine consort goddess Parvati. 


mA ga: aAA: TA ASRA a AST TATA || 


By chanting the Ram Mantra of two syllables 'Ra' and 'Ma' one can vanquish all sins; 
those who chant it constantly — standing, walking, sleeping — can be sure of salvation. (1) 


ge AARNA nA aA eA Aa | AA a aA AAAS: 112 


He goes from this world fully satisfied and fulfilled (with no desires left) and finds refuge 
in Sri Hari. 'Ram'— this two letter mantra is worth hundreds and thousands of other 
Mantras (2). 


a afa fR dod sorta | Tease a À F A TAE 113 


There is nothing greater or more worthy for chanting than Ram Mantra; those who seek 
refuge in it, do not have to suffer distress (3). 


qà addy CARY YF l AEAT Ged TAs Head 114 


Those who chant Sri Ram's Holy Mantra with conviction and faith, find abode in the 
Lord who resides in all the creatures of this mundane world (4). 


Tafa Fass Teenie I Tass Tafa Tas gaT: 115 


‘Ram’ (Ram; pronounced as “Ra + ma” or Raam) is the supreme Mantra; it dispels fear 
and distress; it should be chanted constantly as ‘Ram—Ram’ (5). 


FAT maS A aAA Be | Sar seh WaT TIAA TOTAAL 116 
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This two letter Mantra give success in all the sphere in this world; Even the Gods praise 
the glory of the mine of virtues (6). 


TL IAT SAR VATA Ga FS | WA AT STU at Sead weafeafeas = 117 


Hence, Oh the most exalted Goddess (Parvati) you should also chant Ram Mantra 
constantly. Those who chant Sri Ram's name are liberated from all sins (7). 


Appendix no. 1 


Saint Goswami Tulsidas 
A life sketch 


One of the greatest saints, poets, philosophers and blessed souls known to us is Goswami 
Tulsidas. This saint, born in India in the 16" century, was a great devotee of Lord Ram, 
the incarnate Supreme Being. Tulsidas was not an ordinary poet or saint; he was an 
apostle of the Lord sent especially on this earth to spread the message of love, devotion 
and faith for the Supreme Being in the form of Sri Ram, a form that the common man 
could easily relate to and understand. Tulsidas propagated the divine story of Lord Ram 
and made the Lord’s holy Name a household name through his writings, thereby making 
spiritual liberation and deliverance easily available to the common man, and bringing the 
Supreme Being nearer to him and his heart than ever before. 

His message of having love, devotion, faith and submission for Lord Ram as a 
way to find eternal liberation and deliverance from the endless cycle of birth and death, 
as a means of finding freedom from the formidable shackle of miseries and torments that 
constantly harass a creature in this deluding world in which all the living beings find 
themselves trapped, and to obtain emancipation and salvation for their souls which would 
lead to their ultimate and final peace, tranquility and blissful rest, was heartily accepted 
and welcomed by the masses for its simplicity of approach, and for the freedom that it 
provided them from elaborate rituals and formalities as ordained in the ancient scriptures 
which the common man found extremely difficult, impractical and cumbersome to 
follow. 

While the original scriptures were written in the classical language of India, 
known as Sanskrit, that was limited to the higher and learned classes, therefore making 
these scriptures beyond the reach of the common man, Tulsidas wrote in the local dialect 
known as Avadhi, which is a branch of the main language known as Hindi that is spoken 
throughout the central planes of India. It was the language of the masses, and therefore 
the writings of Tulsidas became instantly understandable, accessible and dear to the 
populace. 
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He wrote about the divine story of Lord Ram in a poetical style that fluently 
employed the various Raagas (tones, metres and notes) of Indian classical music as well 
as folk music. This immediately was acceptable by the people as compared to the 
chanting of the hymns in a staccato manner, or discourses that were dry and boring for 
the masses. After a hard day’s toil, a common man found rejuvenation and refreshment 
when he sang a part of Tulsidas’ verses rather than hear or read some long-winding 
discourse telling him about some distant and unknown God. 

So we come to the next important contribution of Tulsidas in the field of 
spiritualism and religion. Through his writings he spread the message that having love, 
devotion, faith and submission for Lord Ram, who is no one else but incarnate Supreme 
Being known as Parmeshwar, the Supreme Ishwar, and the Lord God, is the easiest and 
most convenient method for finding Mukti (liberation and deliverance), Shanti (peace and 
tranquility), Shukha (happiness and joy) and Anand (bliss). 

For achieving this aim the individual needed only to inculcate the habit of 
constantly remembering the Lord and focusing his mind on him and his holy Name, a 
method which the scriptures defined as Yoga. While Yoga was complicated, 
cumbersome, time consuming and aimed at an abstract form of God, the philosophy of 
Bhakti (love, devotion, dedication for the Supreme Being) as propagated by Tulsidas 
centered on Lord Ram as the Divinity personified, the Lord whose divine form and 
mystical deeds were easily documented and readable, making them understandable and 
within reach of the common man. This methodology brought this same hitherto abstract 
God extremely near to the common man, and made the God dear to him. The method of 
story-telling and singing the Lord’s glories through melodious verses and hymns instantly 
struck an emotional and lovable common cord with the individual who now felt that 
Mukti and spiritual Shanti was not only limited to the high and the mighty as their 
exclusive prerogative, but he has also the same right over them. 

It is obvious that any person can easily relate to an event or a personality which is 
common to his own experience and knowledge of the world he is acquainted with, rather 
than some divine Being who is intractable, unknown, invisible and living in a world 
beyond the wildest of one’s imagination. So the net effect was that the Supreme Being 
was made accessible, approachable and available to the common man by saint Tulsidas 
through his writings, and the philosophy of Bhakti (devotion, dedication, love, faith, 
submission, constant remembrance etc.) that they preached. 

The books and philosophy of Tulsidas dedicated to having ‘Bhakti’ for Lord Ram 
as an infallible remedy for all spiritual and worldly ills and misfortunes have spread like 
wild-fire amongst the masses, making him more popular than any other single poet or 
author of the land. This singular fact that the acclaim and respect that Tulsidas has 
generated down the centuries, which no one else has managed to match, vouches for the 
greatness of his writings, the deep import of the message of spiritualism and love for the 
Supreme God that they contain, the correctness and the truthfulness of his approach and 
preaching, and the especial blessedness of his soul. 

There was one more big benefit and reward to humanity from the books of 
Tulsidas. The society was presented with the noble and ideal character of a king known 
as ‘Ram’ whose exemplary life and highly correct conduct set a bench-mark for others to 
emulate themselves and teach others to follow. It showed man that when the Supreme 
Being became a human being, he himself had to undergo all the throes of pain and 
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sufferings as well as bouts of joys and happiness that all of them have experienced in 
their own lives to a lesser or greater degree. But inspite of all these ups and downs of life, 
Lord Ram maintained the highest level of moral and emotional standards as prescribed by 
the scriptures. This is therefore possible for them—all members of the society—to do. 

After all, there have been hundreds and thousands of great kings, emperors, 
conquerors and rulers in this world, and all had faithful bards lauding their achievements 
in glorious and colourful terms—but all faded away on the sand of time; none of them are 
called ‘God’. It is only Lord Ram who is eternally remembered as the saviour and the 
redeemer, so obviously there must be a difference between him and the rest. So by 
following the path walked by Lord Ram himself as narrated by Tulsidas, the individual 
man can be sure that he is following the best path that can be followed in his life. In other 
words, the common man had a practical and handy guide to show him the correct and the 
righteous way during the course of his routine life and his dealings with this mundane 
and humdrum world—this is another great contribution of Tulsidas and his writings. 

So we see how the Supreme Lord of this creation has used this great apostle and 
messenger of his, i.e. saint Goswami Tulsidas, to help the creatures of this creation, the 
subjects of the loving God’s vast realm, come closer to their dear Lord and find their 
ultimate redemption by the easiest path that can be made available to them in this world 
of fast-paced life, contradictory and confusing doctrines, lack of proper spiritual 
guidance, and moral degradation. 

The books of Tulsidas are like pitchers full of ambrosia for finding eternal peace 
of the mind and the heart. Just like fish feels refreshed when submerged in water, the soul 
of the individual person would feel refreshed and rejuvenated by keeping its self 
submerged in the nectar of Lord’s love and devotion by way of singing and remembering 
the divine deeds and stories associated with Lord Ram who is a known and a visible 
incarnation of the Supreme Being as narrated and sung by the great Tulsidas. 


Now, let us read about Goswami Tulsidas’ life and works. 

Since great saints and sages did not wish themselves to be praised but preferred 
that their Lord be praised and worshipped instead, so therefore Tulsidas wrote next to 
nothing about himself. All accounts of his life are available from contemporary accounts 
and circumstantial evidences as well as analysis of his writings by modern scholars and 
researchers. Thus, certain controversies and distractions are bound to exist, but here we 
shall read the most accepted version of this saint’s life and works. 

Goswami Tulsidas was born in the Hindu year Samvat 1589, corresponding to 
1532 A.D. His birth place is known as Rajapur (pronounced as Raajaapur). This is a 
small hamlet in the central part of India, and it is located in the district of Banda near the 
city of Allahabad in the state of Uttar Pradesh. 

The day of the birth was the Hindu day of Sraawan Shukla Saptami which 
corresponds roughly to the seventh day of the bright lunar fortnight in the fifth Hindu 
month known as Sraawan that falls in late July to mid August. 

The time of his birth is believed to be very inauspicious—it was an asterism 
known as Mula that was on the ascent at that time. This period is called ‘Abhuktamula’, 
and it is said that a child born under this asterism brings death to its parents. 

The child himself was very odd—he was born after full twelve month in the 
mother’s womb, and at the time of his birth he had the full complement of teeth. 
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This frightened the parents out of their wits. The only way was to either abandon 
the child or not look at his face for eight long years. 

His parents were extremely poor Brahmins. His father was Atma-ram Dubey, and 
his mother was Hulsi. [According to some accounts, the surname of his father was 
‘Shukla’ instead of ‘Dubey’.] As destined, his mother Hulsi died on the fifth day of his 
birth. The father was heart-broken and overcome with superstition. He abandoned the 
child. 

The midwife who had delivered the child was named Muniya. Her mother-in-law 
was named Chuniya. It was this kind lady who took care of the abandoned child and fed 
him. As ill fate would have it, Chuniya too died when the child was six years old. His 
father refused to accept him and so the child was made an orphan! 

The mother was a great devotee of Lord Vishnu and used to worship the sacred 
Tulsi plant regularly. So, the family guru or the family priest called the child ‘Tulsi’. This 
was his first name. 

There is another version which says that the family priest of the child was himself 
known as Tulsidas, and he gave the child the name of “Tularam’ (pronounced as 
Tulaaraam). It was abbreviated to ‘Tulsi’. 

Anyhow, when the child was forced to fend for himself at the age of six years as 
outlined above, he went from door to door begging for food, and as his signal call to 
announce his coming and request the household to give him alms he used to say aloud 
‘Ram’. So the people began to call him ‘Ram-bola’—literally meaning someone who 
says or calls out Ram. 

The Supreme Lord of the world has his own mysterious ways, and when he 
selects someone to fulfill his divine mandate and become his apostle, the Lord takes full 
charge of his life. All great souls are born like ordinary human beings—no one drops 
from air like rain—and it is what they do later on in life, what they give to the society, 
what mankind learns from them and how it benefits from their teachings, their message 
and their legacy is what that really matters, and it is what that makes them stand out as a 
colossus and a tall landmark on the landscape of humanity. 

And so it happened that a saint named Narhari-das, a descendant of the great seer 
and sage named Ramanand, had a vision (dream) that he must pick up a helpless child 
who was orphaned and abandoned by the world, and instruct him about the divine story 
of Lord Ram. Narhari-das spotted the poor boy and took him under his wings, developing 
a special affinity with him because of the divine order. 

Narhari-das took the boy called Ram-bola to Ayodhya and performed his sacred 
thread ceremony. It was on this occasion that Ram-bola was rechristened as ‘Tulsi-ram’. 
The two—Narhari-das and Tulsiram—lived for about ten months at Ayodhya, the birth 
place of Lord Ram and the capital of his kingdom during the Lord’s sojourn on earth. 
Even during this short stay, the boy was completely enthralled by the immortal story of 
the Lord which he used to hear in rapt attention at a number of places where it was 
traditionally said and repeated in this holy town. The hidden spark of divinity and 
holiness as well as the fire of love for his beloved Lord Ram that lay hidden in his bosom 
and concealed in his heart got its first puff of rejuvenation here, and this hitherto 
concealed fire was later on to become a raging all-engulfing fire of total submission for 
his beloved Lord Ram, a fire of unquestioned and undiluted love and devotion as well as 


626 


the unstoppable longing for attaining Lord Ram that not only overtook the entire being of 
Tulsidas alone but it also swept across the length and breadth of the land. 

Narhari-das took Tulsiram to a place called ‘Sukar-kshetra’ that is near Ayodhya 
at the confluence of the rivers Saryu and Ghagra. Here they lived for the next five years. 

Another learned man named Shesha Sanaatan came visiting, and he took Tulsiram 
with him to Varanasi, a holy city traditionally held as the center of learning and education 
in the classics and languages from ancient times. It was here that Tulsiram was re-named 
‘Tulsidas’ by his new guru Sanaatan. 

At Varanasi Tulsidas learnt Sanskrit language and its grammar. He was 
introduced to literature devoted to the theme closest to his heart—the theme of Lord 
Ram. He read the versions of the Lord’s story as narrated by sages Valmiki and Veda 
Vyas, as well as the various Purans and other ancient texts. Tulsidas literally gulped 
down these texts like a hungry man partaking of delicious food for the first time in his 
life. He was extremely bright and mastered the finer nuances of the language and the 
ancient texts. 

Gradually his name and fame spread as an eligible bachelor who was an expert 
teacher and a scholar par-excellence. He used to teach and preach the Purans and the 
versions of the Ramayana, and earned his livelihood as well as renown. A Brahmin 
family of the Bharadwaj lineage lived in a village known as Taarpita which was across 
the river Yamuna from Tulsidas’ ancestral village of Rajapur. The head of the family was 
a Brahmin named Deen Bandhu Paathak. He had a beautiful daughter named Ratnawali 
(Ratnaawali). When he heard about the great name and fame of Tulsidas he married his 
daughter Ratnawali to him. 

Tulsidas and Rathawali had a son named ‘Tarapati’ (Taaraapati). But 
unfortunately the child died early in infancy. Besides this single tragedy, Tulsidas’ 
married life was otherwise happily spent for fifteen years. Tulsidas loved his wife 
passionately and he could not think of ever living without her even for a day. 

Now let us see how the remarkable change came into his life—a change that 
turned this scholarly household man who used to spend his days like an ordinary 
scholarly person giving discourses and preaching the scriptures and earning his livelihood 
into a legend even during his lifetime, someone who left us a legacy of Bhakti and Mukti 
that are easily accessible, as well as a rich heritage of devotional literature of exceptional 
beauty and charm like the world has never seen before. 

There are two versions of the incident that was the turning point in his life, and 
which made this hitherto passionate man renounce the world completely along with all its 
attractions, and instead devote the rest of his life in total submission to his beloved Lord 
Ram, a life of total submersion in the ocean of love and devotion for Lord Ram who was 
the beloved of his soul. 

The first version is as follows. It happened that once his brother-in-law came 
visiting the household of Tulsidas. Tulsidas had to go out on some assignment to preach 
the Purans for eleven days. So his wife Ratnawali took his permission and went with her 
brother to her parent’s home, promising to come back before Tulsidas returns. But when 
he came back from his assignment he found that she hadn’t come. So enamoured was 
Tulsidas with his wife that he could not wait for her arrival, and he set out forthwith to 
his in-law’s place. It was night and the river Yamuna was in spate, but Tulsidas didn’t 
have patience left in him. So he caught hold of a floating corpse and crossed over to the 
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other side. When he reached his in-law’s place, he got due respect, but Ratnawali was 
shocked and dismayed at his behaviour; she felt embarrassed at his conduct and thought 
that people in her village would start passing lurid and lascivious comments when they 
come to hear the developments the next morning. Besides this, she wished good for her 
husband’s spiritual welfare because she was no ordinary woman. She thought to her self 
that her husband had been teaching and preaching the scriptures for so long a time but 
had not understood any tiny bit of their meaning. So she scolded him when they were 
alone. The essence of what she said is this—‘Look. The amount of love and passion that 
you have for me and my body made of bones and flesh, how wonderful would it have 
been if you had even half of it for Lord Ram whom you preach about, who has taken care 
of you when no one else bothered, and who fills your stomach even now.’ 

Tulsidas’ eyes of wisdom opened instantly. He got up and retraced his steps 
immediately. Ratnawali was again shocked. She did not mean that her husband would 
abandon her. Her scolding was supposed to be a normal tiff between a wife and a 
husband, and was nothing as serious as it turned out to be. 

Anyway, Tulsidas turned away from this humdrum life once and for all. Broken 
and devastated, Ratnawali lived thereafter like a hermitress, spending some time in her 
maternal village and sometime in the village of her brother-in-law named Nanda-das. It is 
believed that she composed 201 Dohas, two-line verses having devotional and spiritual 
tone. She died in Samvat 1651 (A.D. 1594). 

According to the other version, when Tulsidas reached his in-law’s house, all 
were asleep. He caught hold a serpent to climb the boundary wall, thinking the serpent to 
be a rope, and called out the people inside to open the gates. All woke up, but Ratnawali 
was extremely peeved and she scolded Tulsidas in the manner described above. 

Moving out for ever, Tulsidas went on a pilgrimage to all the sacred places, and 
finally settled down in Varanasi. He was already well-known here as a scholar and a great 
devotee of the Lord. Tulsidas began spending his time preaching the texts of the Sanskrit 
versions of the Ramayana but thought to himself that he better write the divine story of 
Lord Ram in the local dialect for the benefit of the masses. Again, he decided that it was 
the best form of meditation and contemplation for him which will have a two-pronged 
benefit—one was that his days and time would be spent constructively in remaining 
submerged in the thoughts of his beloved Lord Ram, and second he would leave behind a 
legacy that would generate devotion, dedication and love for the Lord in the heart of the 
coming generations down the ages. He realised that the story of Lord Ram was till that 
time in Sanskrit, a language of the scholars and not of the common man, so there was the 
great need of speaking and writing in the common man’s language so that the Lord’s 
story became easily readable and understandable by him. Thus, by his writings Tulsidas 
brought Lord Ram and his divine name closer home and nearer to every ordinary 
household, every single individual on the land. 

It is said that the local people of Varanasi recognised his scholarship and he was 
made an Abbott of a monastery, known as a Mattha. It was this appointment that 
bestowed the title ‘Goswami’ upon him because it is a title of honour. The word also 
means someone who has learnt to exercise control over the sense organs. This Mattha 
came to be known as the ‘Tulsidas Mattha’, but by Samvat 1848 (A.D. 1791) it was 
renamed as ‘Sthaan Tulsidas’. 
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Tulsidas wrote for approximately 50-60 years of his life. Amongst his 
contemporary poets and saints with whom he came in contact are the following—Surdas, 
Nanda-das, Mirabai and Keshav-das. It is also known that a Muslim chieftain named 
Abdur-rahim Khaan-khaana, who was a governor and administrator of Varanasi, and a 
rich Hindu landlord named Todarmal were greatly influenced by Tulsidas and had great 
respect for him. 

There is a popular legend associated with Tulsidas. We shall cite some of the well 
known ones here. 

There was a criminal who would call out ‘in the name of Ram, give alms to this 
murderer’. Tulsidas was so delighted and overwhelmed when he would hear the name of 
this beloved Ram being called out that he would take this criminal to his austere place 
and share whatever food he had with him. This of course led to great scorn and anger 
amongst the orthodox Brahmins who demanded an explanation from Tulsidas. He told 
them that once this man has said ‘Ram’ all his sins were wiped away. Infuriated further, 
the Brahmins said that if he had this much faith in the Lord and if what he said is the truth 
then he must prove it. The test was that if the stone bull placed in a Shiva temple would 
eat from the hands of the criminal it would be proved that what Tulsidas said was correct, 
otherwise they would castrate him from the society. On the designated day, to the wonder 
of all assembled to watch the spectacle, the stone bull actually ate from the hands of the 
criminal! 

This made his tormentors more jealous of him. They hired a professional thief and 
told him to enter his house in the night and steal his manuscripts. When the thief came in 
he found Tulsidas sleeping blissfully but two young boys, with bow and arrow in hand, 
were guarding his house. They were Lord Ram and Laxman themselves. The thief beat a 
hasty retreat out of fear for his life, and then become Tulsidas’ great admirer. 

The continued harassment of Tulsidas made him appeal to Lord Hanuman, the 
most beloved devotee of Lord Ram and himself a manifestation of Lord Shiva, to help 
him. Hanuman asked Tulsidas in a dream to write a prayerful petition to Lord Ram 
seeking the Lord’s intervention. It is believed that these prayers turned out to be the text 
of the book ‘Vinai Patrika’ that Tulsidas wrote. 

There is another fascinating legend related to his life. It says that everyday after 
his morning ablutions Tulsidas would pour some water at the base of the holy banyan 
tree. A spirit that lived on that tree and suffered due to some mistakes of the past evil 
deeds was able to quench its thirst and heard the divine name of Ram which Tulsidas 
would utter while pouring water. The spirit was absolved of its sins and found liberation. 
So it blessed Tulsidas and told him that he can have a wish fulfilled. Tulsidas wanted a 
Darshan (holy sight) of his beloved Ram, and so he asked for this boon. The spirit told 
him that an old beggar-like man attends his discourses everyday; he comes first, sits at 
the back of the congregation, and is the last to leave. He would help Tulsidas to meet 
Ram. Next day, Tulsidas found him out and caught hold of his legs—beseeching him to 
make him see Ram. This old man was no one else but Lord Hanuman in disguise. 

He advised Tulsidas that he should go to Chitrakoot, a place amongst the 
mountains where Lord Ram had spent the earlier part of his forest exile, and there he will 
have a Darshan of the Lord. Tulsidas went to Chitrakoot and made it his habit to first take 
a bath in the river there and then prepare a paste of sandalwood that he would apply to his 
own forehead and to those devotees who came to take a bath in the river, saying the name 
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of Ram each time. Shortly after his coming, one day Lord Ram appeared before him and 
asked him to give some sandalwood paste and apply it on the Lord’s forehead. Not only 
this, the Lord applied the paste to Tulsidas’ forehead with his own hands. What more 
would Tulsidas want! He got the fruit of his life. He became ecstatic and immediately 
went into a trance-like state of extreme bliss known as Samadhi that is said to have lasted 
for the next three days. 
There is a verse commemorating this event. It is as follows— 

Rage HME RAS GIT FH AS | 

gardara daa fG fdas 3a gR 11 
It means ‘On the banks of a river in Chitrakoot, there is a crowd of saints and holy 
people. Tulsidas is rubbing sandalwood to make a paste, and Raghubir (Lord Ram) uses 
this paste to make the mark of the Tilak on their foreheads.’ [The Tilak is a sign 
consisting of three parallel horizontal lines that are made on the forehead of devotees of 
Lord Vishnu using paste of sandalwood. ] 


Once he had gone to Vrindavan to visit the holy sites associated with Lord 
Krishna. In the main temple there he addressed the presiding deity and sang that he would 
bow his head only if the Lord holds a bow and arrow (like Lord Ram). It is said that 
immediately, to the amazement of all present, the idol of Lord Krishna was seen holding 
a bow and arrow. Tulsidas fell down like a rod to pay his obeisance to his beloved Lord 
Ram who had revealed there and then on the altar. There is a subtle message in this 
incident—that all forms of the Lord are the same, whether it is the form known as Lord 
Krishna or the form known as Lord Ram. What one needs to see his beloved Lord 
everywhere in this creation is love, devotion, dedication, conviction, faith and sincerity 
that are deep and truthful—if these qualities are there, the Lord is also there. 

There is one more episode of historical authenticity that is worth recounting here. 
It is believed that the Mughal Emperor Jahangir had heard of the mystical powers of 
Tulsidas. When he met Tulsidas once, he asked him to show some miracle. Tulsidas 
refused, saying that he knew no black magic, and the only thing he knew was the name of 
‘Ram’. This obviously angered the emperor, who was not accustomed to such blunt 
replies, so he ordered that Tulsidas be imprisoned. ‘Let me see how your Ram saves you 
now, rebuked Jahangir. It is believed that a fierce bunch of monkeys attacked the fort 
and the prison, wreaking havoc all around. Jahangir realised that Tulsidas was not an 
ordinary man, and he relented. He not only released Tulsidas from prison but gave him 
gifts in the form of gold and silver coins. It is a belief that Tulsidas used that money to 
build Hanuman’s temple at Varanasi with moulded the Lord’s image his own hands. 


Tulsidas left his mortal coil (body) in Varanasi on the banks of the holy river Ganges at 
the Assi Ghat. The day was Sraavan Shukla Saptami of Samvat 1680 (A.D. 1623). 
According to another account, the day was Sraavan Badi Teej, and this day is regarded as 
more authentic because it is followed as the death anniversary of Tulsidas by the 
descendants of Todarmal who regard Tulsidas as their Guru. [Shukla Saptami is the 
seventh day of the bright half of the lunar month, while Badi Teej is the third day of the 
dark half. Sraawan is the fifth Hindu month falling roughly between end of July and mid 
of August. ] 
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Tulsidas was exceptional and unique because he was an enlightened soul especially 
empowered by the Holy Spirit of the Lord himself to spread the message of love and 
devotion for the Lord as a means of attaining spiritual purity, peace and bliss alongside 
the opportunity of attaining emancipation and salvation for the individual’s soul, known 
as the Atma. Tulsidas adopted the simplified method of remembering the Lord through 
the medium of the Lord’s deeds in this world. This helped Tulsidas to ever remain 
submerged in the thoughts of Lord Ram, and to keep his mind focused on the Divinity 
and away from this deluding world and its entangling spiritual mess. This is what the 
essence of Yoga is—to remain focused on the ‘Truth’ and exclude all that is the ‘untruth’. 

This was a form of meditation and contemplation for Tulsidas; it helped him to 
divert his mind from the affairs of the mundane world around him and focus it instead on 
the Divine Being who lived in this external world as Lord Ram and as the Atma, the pure 
conscious soul, in his inner self. This is also the focus of Yoga, the established and 
scripturally sanctified way of establishing a union between the individual’s soul known as 
the Atma, and the Supreme Soul of this creation known as the Parmatma. A profound 
resonance is created when the vibrations of the individual soul begin to correspond with 
the cosmic vibrations generated by the Supreme Soul, and this leads to what the 
scriptures recognise as the state of bliss and Samadhi, the state of perpetual ecstasy and 
bliss. 

The reason for his continuously writing so many versions of the same story of 
Lord Ram in so many different ways—e.g. Ram Charit Manas, Kavitawali, Geetawali, 
Barvai Ramayan, Vinai Patrika, Dohawali—is that he used this method as a means of 
meditation on the Supreme Being in his visible form as Lord Ram, and repeating the 
Lord’s holy name as much as possible by continuously writing on this theme as a means 
of contemplation and fixing his mind on the Divinity instead of anything related to the 
physical world of material objects. This was a profound form of Yoga for him as it 
helped him to establish a communion of his soul with the Supreme Soul represented by 
Lord Ram. 

This is what Tulsidas subtly taught us—to become eternally blissful by remaining 
engrossed in the thoughts of the Divinity that is bliss personified, and enjoy the happiness 
that comes with the realisation that the Supreme Lord, our protector and redeemer, is not 
only always with us but also exceptionally easy to access without any hassle and 
formality. And the tool for this achievement is to keep the Lord eternally in our mind and 
heart by keeping them submerged in his thoughts. This is easily done by reading, hearing, 
telling and discussing about the Lord’s divine story in all its myriad variations and 
colourful versions. 

In order to achieve this end, Tulsidas wrote prolifically on the theme of Lord Ram 
as an incarnation of Divinity, as the Supreme Being living himself in our midst in the 
form of Lord Ram’s holy story! 

One great benefit of this approach was that his entire life and time was spent in 
the form of one huge Yoga, done continuously and unbroken. He did not remain satisfied 
by writing one book, say the Ram Charit Manas, but wrote three other books to narrate 
the same story—these are the Kavitawali and the Geetawali. These two books 
supplemented and complimented the epic story which was narrated in the Ram Charit 
Manas. There were certain events in the epic life of Lord Ram that the great soul Tulsidas 
wished to add more colour and vibrancy to, so he decided to mould them in the form of 
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music and song. A song that is sung melodiously is more heart warming and heart 
touching than mere narration of events no matter how beautifully they have been 
narrated. So he wrote the Kavitawali and the Geetawali—both these narrate the same 
story of Lord Ram’s life and deeds but in a pattern that is set to different ‘Raagas’ which 
are musical notes, metres and tones of classical Indian music. It is practically observed in 
our day to day life that one can easily recall some song, sing it comfortably and hum its 
musical tune more easily as compared to reciting some regular text of a classical book. 


The books of Tulsidas—As has been noted above, Tulsidas spent his life preaching, 
teaching and writing about his beloved Lord Ram. The following books are universally 
regarded as being written by him. The list is according to the year and period of his life 
when he wrote them. 

1. Vairaagya Sandipani—it was written roughly between Samvat 1626 and 1627 (A.D. 
1569-70). 

2. Ram-agya-prashna—it was written roughly between Samvat 1627 and 1628 (A.D. 
1570-71). 

3. Ram-lalaa Nahachhu—it was written roughly between Samvat 1628 and 1629 (A.D. 
1571-72). 

4. Janki Mangal—it was written roughly between Samvat 1629 and 1630 (A.D. 1572-73). 
5. Ram Charit Manas—the writing of this great epic was started in Samvat 1631 (A.D. 
1574)---but the date of conclusion is not determined. 

6. Parvati Mangal—again, it was started in Samvat 1643 (A.D. 1586)---the date of 
conclusion is not determined. 

7. Geetawali (Ram Geetawali)—it was written roughly between Samvat 1630 and 1670 
(A.D. 1573-1613). 

8. Vinai Patrika—it was written roughly between Samvat 1631 and 1679 (A.D. 1574- 
1622). 

9. Dohawali—it was written roughly between Samvat 1626 and 1680 (A.D. 1569-1623). 
10. Varvai Ramayan—it was written roughly between Samvat 1630 and 1680 (A.D. 
1573-1623). 

11. Kavitawali—it was written roughly between Samvat 1631 and 1680 (A.D. 1574- 
1623). 

12. Hanuman Baahuk—it was written roughly between Samvat 1631 and 1680 (A.D. 
1574-1623). 

13. Krishna Geetawali—it was written roughly between Samvat 1643 and 1660 (A.D. 
1586-1603). 


Now, let us very briefly glance at what these thirteen books are about. Tulsidas’ magnum 
opus is unquestionably the Ram Charit Manas. It is the most revered and sacred text, 
known universally as the Ramayana, which is the narrative of the divine story of the life 
and times of Lord Ram who was the incarnate Supreme Being on earth. It is universally 
regarded as the bench-mark for the narrative of the holy story of Lord Ram. 

The Geetawali and Kavitawali are variations of the Ramayana as they also 
describe the divine story of Lord Ram but use the different Raagas (notes, metres and 
tones) of classical music of India to narrate the different events in Lord Ram’s life. 
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The Barvai Ramayan is also another such book which narrates the story of Lord 
Ram, but it is shorter than the above two books. It uses two-line verses called Barvai 
Chand instead of the Raagas. 

The Dohawali is a compilation of two-line couplets dealing with a host of topics 
covering ethics, morality, proper ways of conduct and behaviour, matters concerning 
society and politics, daily problems of life and how to cope with them, and of course the 
theme of having reliance on the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram for being 
assured of all-round wellbeing and welfare. 

The Vairagya Sandipani is a short work like the Barvai Ramayan, and it 
highlights the characters and virtuousness of those who have renounced all attractions of 
the material world and have completely surrendered themselves to Lord Ram, thereby 
developing the virtues that make a man a true saint and holy. 

The Janki Mangal and Parvati Mangal are two books that describe the marriage of 
Lord Ram with Sita and Lord Shiva with Parvati in a poetic style laced with devotion and 
affection for the respective Lord. The verses of these two books were traditionally recited 
during marriage ceremonies in Indian homes as auspicious charms that brought happiness 
and wellbeing to the newly wed couples. 

In this genre falls the other short book called Ram Lalaa Nachu. It pertains to a 
ceremony that is part of the overall marriage rituals in Indian homes. During this, the 
head and the beard of the groom are shaved and his nails cut before the actual marriage 
begins. It is usually done just before the marriage party starts for the venue of the 
marriage rituals. The book describes this ceremony for Lord Ram prior to his marriage 
with Sita. It is meant to complement Janki Mangal. 

The Hanuman Baahuk was written by Tulsidas towards the end of his life when 
he suffered from severe attack of pain in his arms (“Baahu’). He prays to Lord Hanuman 
to relieve him of this agony. It is believed that Tulsidas was cured of this disease after he 
prayed to Hanuman using the hymns of this book. 

And finally we have the Krishna Geetawali. It so happened that another great 
saint named Surdas, who was his contemporary, had a friendly exchange with Tulsidas, 
saying that he did not know that Ram and Krishna were the same Divinity in two forms. 
Surdas was perhaps referring to incident when Tulsidas didn’t bow before the image of 
Lord Krishna when he visited Vrindavan till the Lord held a bow and an arrow. 

To prove that it was not so, that he only loved the image of the Lord with the bow 
and arrow though he knew that there is no difference between Ram and Krishna, Tulsidas 
wrote Krishna Geetawali that describes the holy story of Lord Krishna. Not to be 
outdone, Surdas did the same in the reverse order—that is, though he was an ardent 
devotee of Lord Krishna, he wrote a book titled ‘Ram Charitawali’ that describes the 
story of Lord Ram just like Tulsidas’ Krishna Charitawali that describes the story of Lord 
Krishna. 
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Appendix 2 
Glossary of Names and their related stories 


There are several names that appear repeatedly in the text. A briefing on these various 
names and interesting information related to them are given in this appendix so that the 
reader can have a handy reference material to make the reading of the text more useful. A 
serial number is prefixed to each of the names listed in this appendix, and the indexed 
items are explained thereafter one by one. 

A—(1) Ajaamil. 

(2) Ahilya. 

D— Demons—(3) Ravana, Kumbhakaran, Meghnad. 

(4) Demon Marich. 

(5) Demon Kabandh. 

(6) Dadhichi. 


G— (7) Giddha, the Vulture Jatau. 
(8) Gaja, the Elephant. 

(9) Ganika, the Harlot. 

(10) Garud. 

(11) Gandharva. 


H— (12) Hanuman. 


I—(13) Incarnations of Lord Vishnu—e.g. Matsya, Kashap, Varaaha, Nrisingh, Vaaman, 
Krishna. 
(14) Indra. 


K— (15) King Dasrath. 
(16) Kaushalya. 

(17) Kaikeyi. 

(18) King Janak. 

(19) Kinnar. 


L— (20) Lord Ram and his three brothers—Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan. 
P— (21) Prahalaad. 


S— (22) Sita. 

(23) Sumitra. 

(24) Sumantra. 

(25) Sage Agastya. 
(26) Sages Sankaadi. 
(27) Sage Vashistha. 
(28) Sage Bharadwaj. 
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(29) Sage Valmiki. 

(30) Sage Veda Vyas. 
(31) Sage Kaagbhusund. 
(32) Sage Narad. 

(33) Sage Vishwamitra. 
(34) Sage Atri. 

(35) Sabari. 

(36) Sugriv. 

(37) Sesh-nath. 


T— (38) The Trinity Gods = Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer and protector, and 
Shiva the concluder. 


V—(39) Vaali/Baali was the brother of Sugriv and the king of Kishkindha, the kingdom 
of monkeys. 
(40) Vibhishan. 


(1) Ajaamil— 

Ajaamil was a Brahmin by birth, but he became enamoured with a prostitute and 
married her. Bad company made him turn into a hunter. One day a group of saged passed 
by the village. When they asked the villagers if there was a Brahmin’s house where they 
could spend the night, the villagers told them of Ajaamil. So these sages decided to spend 
the night there. When Ajaamil returned from his hunting trip with a catch of a bird and 
saw the sages, he felt very ashamed. He confided with them that he is a fallen man and 
that they should not eat in his house. The saints had a merciful heart and they thought 
amongst themselves that it is their moral obligation to show this man some way by which 
he can find liberation and deliverance. 

They cooked their own meals with whatever they had. The next day, they summoned 

Ajaamil and told him, ‘Look, your wife is pregnant. She will soon deliver a son. Give that 
son the name ‘Narayan’ (one of the many names of Lord Vishnu). This would lead to 
your emancipation.’ And then the group of sages went on their journey. 
When the son was born, Ajaamil named him as advised by them—he called the son 
‘Narayan’. He was very fond of the son, and called out his name “Narayan, Narayan’ 
umpteen numbers of times during the course of the day. He was unwittingly taking the 
name of Lord Vishnu. This continued till the time came for his death. When he was 
tormented by the messengers of Yam, the God of hell and death, he became terrified and 
called out in fear—‘Narayan, Narayan. Save me’. Though he was calling his son, but the 
Lord heard his name being called out by someone in distress. So he sent his own 
messengers to protect the caller. The messengers of Lord chased away the messengers of 
Yam and took Ajaamil to heaven. When Yam complained to Vishnu, the Lord told him 
that if anyone calls out his name at the time of death he is duty-bound to liberate and 
protect him. This story tells us the power of the name of the Lord. 
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(2) Ahilya—She was the devout and chaste wife of sage Gautam. According to legend, 
once it so happened that Indra, the lustful king of Gods, fell prey to the beauty of Ahilya, 
and attempted to outrage her modesty by assuming the form of her husband while the 
sage had gone out to the river to attend to his daily chores. When the sage returned, Indra 
tried to escape from the hermitage, but the sage caught him red-handed. So outraged was 
the sage that he cursed both his chaste wife Ahilya as well as the culprit Indra. He cursed 
Ahilya that she would become a stone. But when he found out that Indra, the king of 
Gods, was the real culprit who had deceitfully cheated his wife of her loyalty towards her 
husband, and that Ahilya was not to be blamed, the sage cursed Indra vehemently. 
Gautam realised that Indra had been so overcome with a rage of passion that he forgot all 
senses of ethics, propriety and probity and had assumed the form of the sage to cheat 
Ahilya. So the sage had then blessed her that when Lord Vishnu incarnated on the earth 
as Sri Ram, he would visit her place and would touch her with the holy dust of his feet, at 
which she will be absolved of her sins and her curse, and will resume her original form 
and come back to heaven. The sage promised her that after her penances and repentance, 
when she will be purified by Sri Ram’s holy feet, he will accept her back as his wife. 

Meanwhile, the sage vehemently cursed Indra that his body would be full of holes 
representing eyes, as he was so lascivious and promiscuous that he could see nothing but 
a woman’s vagina, a virtual ‘hole’ in the body, with his lustful eyes, which were also 
equal to a ‘hole’. So, let him see whatever he wishes with his whole body, and let the 
world known about his deformed mentality when it watches him with thousands of holes 
on his body. As a result, Indra’s body became ugly by being perforated with thousands of 
tiny holes resembling the scars of Chicken Pocks. 


(3) Demons—Ravana, Kumbhakaran, Meghnad— 

They were the chief demon rulers who were killed by Lord Ram in the epic war of 
Lanka. Ravana was the king of the demon race, Kumbhakaran was his brother, and 
Meghnad was his son. Ravana’s other son was Akshaya Kumar who was killed by 
Hanuman when he was sent by his father Ravana to capture Hanuman from the Ashok 
grove prior to the burning of Lanka by Hanuman. 

Ravana and Kumbhakaran were killed by Lord Ram himself, while Meghnad was 
killed by Laxman, the younger brother of the Lord who had accompanied him to the 
forest. The demon king of Lanka was known as Ravana. He had ten heads and twenty 
arms. In his earlier life, Ravana was one of the chief guards at the gate of Lord Vishnu, 
and his name was ‘Jai’. Jai became a demon for three births due to a curse by sages 
Sankaadi etc. Ravana was his second birth. 

The life and times of Ravana and his brother Kumbhakaran have been described 
in (i) Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, Uttarkand, Cantos | and 2; (ii) Valmiki’s 
Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga (Canto) no. 9-34; (iii) Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand, Sarga 
(Canto) 13, verse nos. 1-139; and (iv) Tuslidas’ Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha nos 
176-183. 

The life of Meghnad, the son of Ravana, is described in Valmiki’s Ramayan, 
Uttar Kand, Sarga (Canto) no. 12; Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand, Sarga 13. 

The Atharva Veda’s Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 3, verse no. 18 
describes the meaning of the word ‘Ravana’ as follows— 
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“Since the demon had abducted Ram’s consort (Sita) from a ‘Van’ (pronounced as won 
or one; meaning a dense forest), he was called ‘Ravana’. [The first letter of the word 
Ram and the word Van are combined to form the name of the demon as ‘Rat+van = 
Ravana’. ] 

There is another interpretation. ‘Ravana’ also means—‘the one who makes others 
weep, cry, lament and wail due to the severe pain, misery, torments, terror and sorrows 
inflicted upon them’ (for Ravana’s actions had made Sita suffer, weep and wail). 

Further, he made a lot of noise or false claims, or he used to brag haughtily about 
his achievements, his strength and powers as well as of his invincibility and lordship over 
even the heavens. Wherever he went, he behaved most wildly and acted like a savage, 
making a lot of din and clamour to spread fear and terror. 

So, the first part of his name Ravana comes from the word Rav for ‘fuss, noise, 
chatter, clamour, nuisance and din’’, Thus, he became famous as ‘Ravana’ because he 
made a lot of noise and false claims. 

Meanwhile, Lord Ram and Laxman began their search for Sita (18). 

[Note—'There is an interesting connotation of the word ‘Ravana’. Since his name 
includes the Beej Mantra for Lord Ram which incidentally is also the Beej Mantra for the 
eternal fire element, i.e. the letter ‘Ra’, it implies that Ravana was not an ordinary soul 
but a highly learned and scholarly one. Then, the word ‘Van’, meaning a forest, implies 
that he was a ‘treasury’ of scriptural knowledge and learning. The fact that he became a 
‘demon’ instead of a living being behooving of his high standard of scriptural 
scholarship, knowledge, learning and erudition as well as his birth in the Brahmin race 
shows how merely literal knowledge and expertise in the scriptures would not necessarily 
mean that a person is exalted, worthy of honour and reverence, and spiritually liberated if 
he has not actually understood the hidden meaning of the doctrines and philosophy of the 
scriptures, and if he has not actually implemented them in practice in his life and deeds. 

Ravana had become extremely haughty and arrogant because of his knowledge and 

acquisition of mystical powers that come naturally to them who do severe Tapa 
(penances, austerities, religious exercises), and Ravana had scored high on this count. He 
had done exemplary Tapa so much so that it had pleased Brahma the creator as well as 
Shiva the concluder. There are numerous instances in the story of the Ramayana when he 
has told those who had tried to persuade him to abandon his stubbornness and make 
peace with Lord Ram that he knows fully well that Ram is not an ordinary prince but the 
Supreme Being himself, and that Sita is not an ordinary woman but Shakti herself. He 
had stressed to them that he has purposely created this situation of animosity with the 
Lord by stealing Sita with full knowledge that this would lead to his getting slayed at the 
hands of the Lord, and that this was the only once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that he has 
got for his spiritual liberation from the prison of the evil body of a demon that he had 
acquired for himself due to his own follies and misdeeds. He would not let go of this 
golden chance by any means. When we take this point of view of Ravana into account, 
the whole story of Ramayana assumes a divine hue as the story of a highly learned and 
realised soul who has committed some mistakes in the past due to arrogance and lack of 
wisdom as to what his deeds would amount to, but realises and acknowledges later on 
that he is a sinful man. All the deplorable actions of Ravana around which the story of the 
epic Ramayana is woven are actually the attempt of a soul to find redemption for its past 
sins, and find emancipation and salvation once and for all. 

Besides this point of his scriptural knowledge, it is also well established that he was 

the greatest devotee of Lord Shiva at that time. Shiva is the Lord who is honoured by the 
title of being a ‘Maha-Deva’—the great Lord God. Shiva is also the patron God of 
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ascetics and hermits, and he is the wisest and most enlightened God in the pantheon of 

Gods. So, the point is—how can one expect an ardent and faithful devotee of such a great 

God as actually being as sinful and unholy internally as Ravana’s external behaviour and 

life has made him appear to be? 

“In this regard there is a legend that when Ravana lifted Mount Kailash, where Lord 

Shiva has his abode, in order to transplant it in his own kingdom of Lanka, Lord Shiva 

had exerted immense pressure on this mountain so as to make it exceedingly heavy and 

difficult to be shifted and moved over to Lanka by Ravana. At that time, Ravana had 
made a lot of fuss and created a lot of nuisance. Hence he came to be known as 

‘Ravana’. J” 

The ‘ten’ heads of Ravana has a symbolic meaning. Usually the demons had only one 
head like all living beings. They were called ‘demons’ because of their evil and sinful 
deeds, corrupt and pervert mind and intellect, cruelty of behaviour, reckless and 
ruthlessness tendencies, and despicable general demeanours. The demons had a 
preponderance of the Tama Guna, and a negative nature marked by horribly violent and 
intolerably volatile temperament. They had contempt for ethics and morality; they paid 
no heed to the principles of Dharma (righteousness, probity, propriety, nobility and 
auspiciousness). 

The numeral ‘ten’ simply means that their king Ravana was ten times more sinful and 
ten times more powerful than the rest of them. It also means that negativity and evil 
nature of Ravana was ten times more than other demons of his race. So the Lord decided 
to get rid of this great menace for creation first, and then treat the ten-headed Ravana’s 
killing as a warning to the rest of the demon race to mend their selves or face the same 
punishment. The Lord wished to give the rest of the demons a chance to mend their ways 
out of fear for their lives, if for nothing else. In fact, this is what exactly happened. Not 
all the demons were killed and eliminated from the surface of earth during the epic war at 
Lanka—and the surviving ones were ruled by Vibhishan who was the younger brother of 
Ravana and who had taken sides with Lord Ram in the epic war at Lanka in which his 
elder brother Ravana was killed. 

This proves one more very important and pertinent point—merely possessing a gross 
body like that of a demon does not mean that a Jiva is condemned if his Atma, his inner 
being is not demonic or sinful, and instead is holy and pious like other wise and realised 
souls in this creation. Further, merely Gyan or knowledge of the scriptures does not 
ensure that the creature would be provided with Mukti or spiritual liberation and 
deliverance—this is proved by the fact that though Ravana was an expert in the 
knowledge of the Vedas and other scriptures, and though he was a Brahmin by birth, he 
still was the most evil Jiva alive at that time. Therefore, it is how a Jiva (living being, a 
creature) puts his body and knowledge to practical use that is of paramount importance 
rather than merely possessing a certain type of gross body or being able to have an access 
to knowledge and scriptures. 

Hence, while the Lord felt it necessary to eliminate the demon king Ravana, the same 
Lord made his brother Vibhishan as the king of the remaining demon race. 

There is another interpretation of depicting Ravana with ten heads. He was not an 
ordinary demon or villain, for Ravana was an expert in the four Vedas (Rig, Sam, Yajur 
and Atharva), the four Up-Vedas or sub-Vedas (Dhanur Veda pertaining to the science of 
warfare, Aurveda pertaining to herbal medicines, Arthashastra pertaining to economics 
and public administration, and Gandharva-veda related to music, song and dance-drama), 
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the Purans (mythological histories) and the Dharmashastras (other scriptures relating to 
the philosophy of Dharma or the laws of probity, propriety and righteousness). But 
inspite of having thoroughly studied all the Vedas and scriptures, inspite of being an 
expert in their tenets, and inspite of having this huge body of knowledge at his disposal, 
Ravana still became extremely pervert and sinful because of his vanity, passions, lust for 
power, ego, haughtiness and arrogance. He did not understand the spiritual message and 
meaning of the scriptures, and he did not utilise this knowledge for his spiritual welfare, 
most probably because he limited himself to their literal knowledge only, a knowledge 
that gave him immense temporal powers and fame but proved to be his unmaking. 

This has the message for all spiritual aspirants and seekers of Mukti that mere 
knowledge of the scriptures is not sufficient for one’s salvation; one must implement 
them in practice. By killing Ravana the Lord has sent a strong message to such people 
who are proud of their overpowering control over the literal versions of the scriptures that 
salvation is not theirs if they are not careful in how they utilise this knowledge and skill 
intelligently with proper wisdom. The Lord would not excuse them even if they are 
Brahmins (Ravana was a Brahmin by birth) and learned (Ravana was matchless in his 
knowledge of the scriptures) if they become sinful and fall from their path. 

Why is he known as ‘Ravana’? According to one story, once Ravana got on his 
chariot and flew above Kailash, the mountain abode of Lord Shiva. Nandi, the mount of 
Shiva, told him to stop, but the arrogant Ravana did not pay any heed. So Nandi blocked 
his path in the sky. Peeved and feeling insulted, Ravana scooped up the entire mountain 
and put it on his shoulder to throw it somewhere. Lord Shiva used his might and pressed 
the mountain with his big toe. This crushed Ravana under the weight and the pressure, 
and he began to yell. He remained for a thousand years crushed under the weight of the 
mountain and continued to pray to Lord Shiva to free him. At that time Shiva cursed 
him—“‘you have been wailing for so long under the weight of the mountain and you are in 
the habit of making others wail by your cruelty, so your name will be Ravana, or ‘the one 
who wails himself and make others wail too’.’ This story is narrated in Anand Ramayan, 
Saar Kand, Sarga 13, verse nos. 84-85. 

His ten heads—Ravana had pleased Lord Shiva by offering his own head. As soon as 
he offered one head, another came up on his shoulder. He continued to offer them ten 
times, and each time a new head was created. 

Once, the monkey king of Kishkindha, Baali, had put Ravana under his armpit for 
many days while the latter had gone to challenge the former when he was doing some 
worship. Peeved by Ravana’s arrogance and impertinence, Baali had tucked him under 
his arms to stop him from annoying him any further. When his worship was finished and 
he had returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he realised that Ravana was still 
squeezed under his armpit. So he released the latter and made a pact of friendship with 
him. Mandodari refers to that incident when Ravana had tried his best to escape from 
Baali but could not do so, and remained clamped and squeezed under his armpit for a 
long time. This story is narrated in Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 34. 

Meghanad/Meghanaad—He was the son of Ravana. He is known as ‘Meghanaad’ 
because he roared and thundered like the cloud. The word ‘Meghanaad’ has two parts— 
viz. ‘Megha’ meaning a cloud, and ‘Naad’ meaning a loud reverberating sound. 

He is also called ‘Indrajeet’ or the one who had conquered Indra, the king of 
Gods. This relates to the event when he had defeated Indra in a battle to free his father 
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Ravana from his captivity. This story is narrated in Anand Ramayan (of Valmiki), Saar 
Kand (Chapter 1), Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 78-82. 


(4) Demon Marich—He had gone to defile the fire sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra when 
Lord Ram had hit him with an arrow that did not have its tip. The demon was thus spared 
from being killed, but flung far off to a place in the middle of the ocean. It was this 
demon who was forced by Ravana to become a golden deer so that Sita could be 
abducted by deceit. 


(5) Demon Kabandh—He was a demon without a head. He had only an abdomen from 
which protruded arms and legs, and it had holes that acted like the demons mouth, nose 
and eyes. In his previous life he was a Gandharva who had become a demon due to a 
curse. His death at the hands of Lord Ram is described in the Ramayan in the Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 of Doha no. 33 till Chaupai line nos. 1-4 of the next Doha 
no. 34. 


(6) Dadhichi— Dadhichi was an ancient sage who willingly sacrificed his life to help the 
Gods win over the Demons. He was the son of sage Atharvan, the progenitor of the 
Atharva Veda and the first sage who initiated the tradition of Fire worship, and his wife 
Shanti. The well known sage Pippalaad was his son. Dadhichi is a synonym for the 
highest ideals of self-sacrifice for the general good. 

It so happened that once the Gods deposited all their weapons with him for safe 
keeping, promising to return at some fixed time. When they failed to show up and upon 
observing that the weapons had begun to rust, Dadhichi dissolved them in water and 
drank the solution. The ingredients of the weapons got deposited in his bones, especially 
the back bone. Thus, his bones became extremely strong. When the Gods came asking for 
their weapons, the sage told them what he had done, whereupon the Gods requested him 
to give them his backbone from which an invincible weapon can be crafted by which 
their formidable enemy, the demon king Vrittaasur, could be slayed. Dadhichi conceded 
and gave them his backbone from which was made Indra’s invincible weapon called the 
Vajra (thunder-bolt). 

He did not die, but used the sacred ash of the fire sacrifice to remain alive in his 
hermitage. This fact is established in the Brihajjabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda 
tradition, Brahman 6, verse no. 4. 


(7) Giddha, the Vulture Jatau—He was a vulture by birth but a great devotee of Lord 
Ram. When Ravana was rushing towards Lanka on his chariot with Sita as captive, it was 
Jatau who had fought fiercely with him in an attempt to rescue Sita from the demon’s 
clutches. But ultimately Ravana had cut off his wings, and so the unfortunate Jatau fell 
down on the ground mortally wounded. He kept repeating the holy Name of Lord Ram 
and managed to hold on to his life till the time the Lord came there in his search of Sita. 
Jatau told the Lord about Ravana stealing Sita and proceeding towards Lanka in the south 
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direction. Then Jatau left his mortal coil while Lord Ram held him in his arms, caressing 
him and wiping his wounds with his own hands. When he died, the Lord did his last rites 
himself—a privilege that no one else except one other character, i.e. Sabari, had got in 
the whole story of the Ramayana. Even Dasrath, who was the worldly father of the Lord, 
was denied this honour when he died at Ayodhya after the Lord was sent to exile in the 
forest. This episode is narrated in all the versions of the Ramayana, e.g. in the Ram Charit 
Manas of Tulsidas, in its Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-22 of Doha no. 29, and 
Chaupai line no. 18 of Doha no. 30 to Chaupai line no. 4 of Doha no. 33. 


(8) Gaja, the Elephant— In the ancient country of Dravid (the present day South India), 
there was a kingdom called Pandyaraaj whose king was named Indradumna. He was a 
great devotee of Lord Vishnu and used to offer regular worship to the Lord with great 
diligence. Once, sage Agastya passed that way with his retinue of disciples. The king was 
so engrossed in the worship of the Lord that he did not notice the sage and neither did he 
get up to welcome him or pay his obeisance to him. This annoyed the sage and he 
cursed—‘You are like a haughty and wild elephant who pays no heed to those standing in 
the front. Therefore, you deserve to become an elephant—so you would take a birth as an 
elephant.’ When the king died he became an elephant in a pleasant island in the middle of 
the Kshirsagar, the celestial ocean of milk. 

He had a majestic body and was very strong in his herd. Once he was playing with 
his she-elephants and companions in a large and beautiful pond. In this pond lived an 
alligator/crocodile who was actually a Gandharva (a semi-god) named Huhu in his 
previous life and had become an alligator due to a curse of sage Deval. The alligator 
/crocodile caught hold of the leg of the elephant and started pulling him inside the deep 
lake. The Gaja himself and all his companions tried their best but failed to free him from 
the mouth of the alligator. A long tussle followed and the elephant became completely 
exhausted. When the situation became so bad that the Gaja, the elephant, was about to 
sink fully inside the water, he broke a lotus flower and offered it to Lord Vishnu as his 
last worship and offering before dying. The merciful Lord rushed instantly astride his 
mount, called the Garud, to save him. Reaching the spot within a moment, the Lord 
pulled the Gaja out of the water with one hand, and with the other he opened the mouth 
of the alligator to yank the leg of the elephant free from its clutches. Then the Lord cut 
off the alligator’s head with his circular weapon known as the Chakra. 

Both the alligator/crocodile and the elephant found _ liberation—the 
alligator/crocodile reverted to his earlier form of a Gandharva, and Gaja the elephant 
assumed a divine form similar to that of the Lord and went to his abode in the heaven. 


(9) Ganika, the Harlot—There was a prostitute by the name of Pingla. One day she had 
decorated herself with flowers and ornaments and waited eagerly for her lover. When he 
did not turn up even till midnight, she was very contrite and it dawned upon her that if 
she had spent so much of her time in devotion and remembrance of the Lord, she would 
have found deliverance. Right onwards, she turned away from her profession and became 
an ardent devotee of the Lord. This led to her emancipation and salvation. 
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(10) Garud—Garud is the mount of Lord Narayan or Vishnu. He is in the form of the 
legendary bird in the form of an eagle or heron. Garud stands for many things—such as 
speed and agility of the mind to move from one subject to another. Garud also symbolizes 
the spoken word. This is because spoken words are transmitted from one point to another 
by the medium of the sky just like the bird flying from one tree to another. Words and 
ideas are transmitted from one person to the other like the bird flying off from one tree 
and perching on another. That is why speech is likened to a bird. Garud is regarded as a 
personification of the knowledge contained in the Vedas because this knowledge is 
transmitted through the means of speech. Besides this point, there is another way of 
looking at this aspect. The knowledge contained in the Vedas help a wise man to reach 
his spiritual destination much like Lord Vishnu employing the services of Garud if he 
wants to go any place. The eagle is known to have a long range of vision and flies high 
up in the sky. The Garud is able to have a broad perspective of the sight seen below 
because from its high perch in the sky. This indicates the virtues of Vishnu in having 
wider knowledge and broad vision of life as well as to remain aloof from the humdrum 
affairs of the deluding world below. The Garud is extremely fast and reaches its 
destination in a fraction of a second—indicating the almost instantaneous reach of the 
Lord in all the directions of the creation. Since the Gurud is able to fly it also stands for 
the imaginative abilities of the mind, and since it has a penetrating vision that sees long 
distances he stands for the sharp and wise intellect that has foresight and deep insight. 

According to Krishna Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 24, 
Garud took up the form of the Indian Fig tree (known as Bhandir) during Lord Vishnu’s 
incarnation as Krishna. 

There is an Upanishad of the Atharva Veda that is dedicated to Lord Garud. It is 
called the Garud Upanishad and it is 31“ Upanishad of this Veda. It has the Mantras of 
Garud which are said to possess great powers to overcome the killer effects of any kind 
of poison, especially those of snake bite. 


(11) Gandharva— The Gandharvas are mentioned in Yajur Veda, 18/38. The word refers 
to their special characteristic of being very merry and joyous, and fond of sweet 
fragrances (Jaimini Brahman, 3/5/6/4; 3/2/4/3). They are very lustful, lascivious, 
passionate and promiscuous; they love being in the company of females, such as celestial 
damsels called Apsaras (Shatpath Brahman, 9/4/1/4). They have been assigned the duty 
of protection of Som, the divine drink of the Gods and the liquid that is sanctified and 
offered to the sacred fire during fire sacrifices (Shatpath Brahman, 3/6/2/9). 

Amongst the Vedas, they find their name appearing in Yajur Veda 18/38 and 
Atharva Veda 2/2. 

The Vedas classify them under two categories—viz. the Du-sthaaniya 
Gandharvas, and the Antariksha-sthaaniya Gandharvas. The Du-sthaaniya Gandharvas 
live in the vicinity of the earth and are responsible for giving protection of the Som Rasa 
(the sanctified liquid used during fire sacrifices as offering to Gods), as patron gods who 
cure diseases, as the charioteer of the horses of the Sun God, and as the heralds for light 
and knowledge. The second type, i.e. the Antariksha Gandharvas protect the Som stored 
by the Gods in heaven and as the controller of Stars. 
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The Gandharvas have two categories according to the Upanishads and 
Brahmans—viz. the ‘Dev-Ghandharvas’ and ‘Manushya-Gandharvas’. The former are 
the entertainers of the Gods and live in the heaven, while the latter live on earth and are 
regarded as professional singers and dancers. The ‘Dev’ category of Gandharvas have a 
long life equivalent to the life of Gods and regarded as ‘immortal’ in a relative sense 
when compared to their human or ‘Manushya’ counterparts who have a very short life- 
span and therefore called mortal. 

They are said to be the sons of Kashyap Prajaapati and his wife Arishtaa. Their 
chief is called ‘Chitra Rath’. The Apsaraas are said to be their wives. Some of the 
Gandharvas are the following—Tumbru, Haa-haa, Huu-huu, Vishvaa-vasu, Chitrasena, 
Vidyaa-dhar, Paraa-vasu, and Viraadha. They are controlled by Varun. 

According to Taittiritya Aaranyaka, (i, 9, 3), there are eleven sub-classes of 
Gandharvas. But according to Agni Puran, the Gandharvas have twelve sub-classes, and 
they are Abhrajya, Andhaari, Rambhaari, Suryavarchaa, Kridhu, Hasta, Suhasta, 
Swun/Swan, Murdahwaan, Mahaamanaa, Vishwaa-vasu, and Krishaanu. 

The Gandharvas are celestial performers of dance and music. Even in the world, 
those who adopt dancing and singing as their profession are called Gandharvas. They are 
always flamboyantly dressed, wear a make up that creates an illusion of beauty and 
charm, and create a fascinating magical set for their dance and music performances. They 
live a life that is colourful and flamboyant externally, their dwellings are also equally 
well-decorated, charming and colourful, creating an illusion of well being and prosperity, 
but this is not the reality as they are regarded as being of a lowly category in the 
hierarchy of celestial beings in the heaven or even amongst other men in this world, and 
are usually treated as creatures of a low moral such as whores and pimps. The stages or 
platforms they create while presenting their skills are very illusive and deceptive like the 
world of dreams created on stage by a magician. They are short-term and last as long as 
the play lasts, for soon afterwards they are dismantled and tucked away for storage. In 
short, what these Gandharvas present on the face of it is far away from the reality, and 
should never be taken at its face value. If one believes in a Gandharva and keeps his 
company then it is certain that he would fall from grace and be abhorred by the rest of the 
civilised and cultured society for keeping bad company, of being pervert and of a low 
moral. 

They are celestial musicians who belong to a class of lower rung semi-Gods who 
lived in the company of celestial damsels, called Apsaras, who danced for the 
entertainment of the Gods, who guarded the ambrosia of eternity and bliss, called Amrit, 
who were experts in treating various diseases, who were able to exercise mystical control 
over women and held them under their spell and charm, who sometimes tormented 
humans in the guise of some evil spirit, and who were great experts in the art and skill of 
playing music of all kinds. The word has other connotations also—it refers to those Gods 
who had the face of a horse or a deer; that Atma which has left one body and acquired 
another one; a tribe whose are professional singers and whose girls are professional 
prostitutes; the second husband of a widow who has remarried. 

The Gandharvas are mythological musicians of the Gods. They live in decorated 
cities and also deck themselves up in all finery like stage players. According to 
mythology, they conjure up fascinating scenes of an equally fascinating world of majestic 
charm, just like a magician does on stage, to entertain the Gods. Therefore, they are used 
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as a metaphor to describe anything that is not real but looks very charming and attractive 
from the outside because they create a magic spell of stupendously unimaginable beauty, 
pomp and grandeur when they perform in the heaven. All their creation are temporary 
and last only till the time the theatre is being played; as soon as the show is over, they 
wind up everything and vanish from sight. But it is all an imagination because there is no 
such thing as a heaven where dancing and singing occurs. The term is used as a metaphor 
for illusive charm and fascination with something which has no substance. 

So, philosophically, this body and the world are compared to the Gandharvas and 
their cities because of the similarity of attractiveness of the illusions created, and the 
transience and impermanence of both. 

The word also refers to those bards, minstrels and people who are professional 
singers. They flock to an exalted person of the stature of the one who has attained 
enlightenment by realising the Atma, and they sing his glories and achievements. This 
helps to spread his fame far and wide in all the corners of the world because these singers 
go everywhere and sing hymns highlighting the glories and achievements of such exalted 
people from one generation to another. For example, the great poet saints of India have 
spread the glories of the Lord by the means of singing devotional hymns called ‘Bhajans’ 
in the honour of their patron deity. Similarly, royal bards and minstrels employed by 
great kings had composed verses honouring and lauding their patron king. 

The word Gandharva has other connotations also—it refers to those Gods who 
had the face of a horse or a deer; that Atma which has left one body and acquired another 
one; a tribe whose are professional singers and whose girls are professional prostitutes; 
the second husband of a widow who has remarried. 


H— 
(12) Hanuman—A life sketch of Hanuman is narrated in the following scriptures—(i) 
Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand, Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 155-190; (ii) Valmiki’s 
Ramayan, Kishkhindha Kand, Sarga (Canto) 66, verse nos. 1-17 (as narrated by Jamvant, 
the Bear king); Uttar Kand, Sarga 35-36 (as described to Sri Ram by sage Agastya). 

Lord Hanuman was one of the greatest devotees of Lord Ram. His devotion for 
Lord Ram had no match. He is regarded as the wisest, the most enlightened and a highly 
self-realised soul. He is an incarnation of the eleventh form of Lord Shiva that is known 
as Rudra. When Lord Vishnu decided to manifest himself as Lord Ram in this world, all 
the different Gods has assumed various forms to serve the Lord. Shiva had taken the form 
of Hanuman to serve Lord Ram. 

According to the Purans (mythological histories), the name of his mother was 
Anjana who was the wife of the monkey king Kesari. He was born as a grace of the Wind 
God, also known as Marut. Hence, Hanuman was also known as ‘Anjaneya’ or ‘Maruti’. 
However, his most common name ‘Hanuman’ is derived from the fact that once he had 
been hit by the ‘Vajra’, the hard weapon of Indra, the king of Gods. The story goes that 
once, a little time after his birth, the infant Hanuman had felt extremely hungry, and 
seeing the rising sun he thought it to be some ripe red fruit dangling from the sky. So he 
leapt to the sky to eat the rising sun. Incidentally, it was the time of the solar eclipse, 
when, according to mythology, the head of the demon known as Rahu was proceeding to 
devour the sun. When he saw Hanuman rushing towards the sun, Rahu ran away scared, 
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thinking that Hanuman was some competitor who was out there to grab his food. Rahu 
complained to Indra, the king of Gods, that he is being denied his regular meal. At this, 
Indra intervened. When Hanuman saw Indra approaching astride his white majestic 
elephant known as Eraavat, he thought that it was some other white fruit. So he left sun 
alone and instead leapt at Eraavat. Indra was shocked, confounded and perplexed, and in 
order to stop Hanuman he threw his formidable weapon known as Vajra The Vajra hit 
him on the chin, thereby causing a dent. The jaw swelled as result. This incident gave 
‘Hanuman’ his famous name. 

The word ‘Hanu’ means the lower jaw, the chin, while ‘Maan’ means to hit to 
subdue or defeat. Another interpretation is that ‘Hanu’ means to crush, to trounce, to take 
away, or to eliminate, and ‘Maan’ means one’s pride, arrogance, haughtiness and ego. So 
the composite word ‘Hanuman’ refers to this incident when Indra had subdued the son of 
the Wind God by breaking his chin-bone as a token punishment for him being extremely 
arrogant and unnecessarily mischievious. 

But when the Wind God saw Hanuman hurt, he became extremely angry as 
Hanuman was born as his grace, so he stopped the movement of air. This caused 
suffocation in this creation and all the Gods were on the verge of asphyxiation. So they 
appeased the Wind God by blessing Hanuman with invincibility and formidable powers. 
This made Hanuman immortal and immune to the dangers of fire, water and wind. 

Once as a child he was even cursed by sages because of his mischievous nature as 
he used to play havoc with the trees and plants around the hermitages and forests where 
they lived, uprooting them, breaking their branches, eating their fruits and littering the 
place all around. So they cursed him that he would forget his powers till the time 
someone reminded him about them. As it happened, when the monkeys and bears set out 
in search of Sita, who had been abducted by the demon king of Lanka known as Ravana, 
and had reached the shores of the vast ocean, they faced the formidable challenge of 
having to cross it, face this formidable enemy, and come back alive. It was then that 
Jamvant, the old patriarch of the bears, had reminded Hanuman about his lost strength. 
Hanuman regained his old stupendous powers and abilities, and he was the one who not 
only crossed the ocean but also burnt Lanka before coming back with the news of Sita. 
These events are narrated in the epic Ramayana in great detail. 

Hanuman can be likened to a diamond amongst all the characters in the epic story 
of Ramayan which deals with Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as Lord Ram. In fact, the story 
of Lord Ram and his conquest of Lanka would not have been what it was without 
Hanuman. Even Lord Ram had openly accepted his indebtedness to Hanuman. 

It is believed that when Lord Ram left this world for his heavenly abode during 
the final episodes of Ramayana, all those who were close to him as well as the rest of his 
subjects had also left this world with the Lord. But Hanuman remained behind with the 
express mandate from the Lord to ensure that the Lord’s glory as well as the glory of his 
divine name can be perpetuated, and to ensure that the devotees of the Lord can be 
afforded protection. This has been narrated in (1) Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar 
Kand, Sarga (Canto) 9, verse nos. 34-36; (ii) Anand Ramayan, Purva Kand, Sarga 
(Canto) 5, verse nos. 9-13; (iii) Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 108, verse nos. 32- 
35. 

Hanuman had immense mental and physical agility, strength and prowess. His 
character was immaculate and his intellect was of high refinement. He had complete, 
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unchallenged and unparalleled knowledge of the scriptures. One of the reasons is that his 
teacher was the Sun God himself who had taught him all the Vedas and other scriptures. 
His speech was elegant and scholarly. He is regarded as a treasury of the eight Siddhis 
(mystical powers) and the nine Nidhis (spiritual assets). He was a renunciate and a 
celibate since birth. 

The eight Siddhis which Hanuman possessed were the following—(i) ‘Anima’— 
means the power to become microscopic or so minute that one becomes invisible to the 
naked eye; to become small like an atom; (ii) “Mahima’—is to have majesty, glory and 
fame; to be honoured and acknowledged for one’s achievements, wisdom, erudition, 
knowledge and skills; to become huge like a mountain, thereby standing out and being 
unique or special in a crowd; (iii) ‘Garima’—is to be heavy-weight in any field, to have 
special qualities that give one’s ideas and words a great amount of importance and 
weight; to have stature, dignity, decorum, gravity and significance; (iv) ‘Laghima’—is 
the grand virtue of being simple and humble inspite of being great, powerful and 
authoritative; it is to have simplicity and humility despite possessing grandeur, majesty, 
power, authority and magnificence; (v) ‘Praapti’—is to be able to attain, gain or obtain 
anything wished or desired for; (vi) “Praakramya’—is to have valour, ardour, strength, 
powers, prowess, potential and punch leading to triumph, glory and majesty; (vii) 
‘Ishwatwa’—s to be able to have lordship or sway over everything else; to be able to rule 
over othes; (viii) ‘Vashitwa’—is to be able to control and subdue others, and exert 
influence on them so much so that they become obedient and subservient. 

The nine Nidhis that Hanuman possessed were the following— Spiritual assets— 
according to saint Tulsidas’ epic Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha 35-36, they 
are—(i) communion with saints and pious people where the Lord’s glories are being 
sung, (ii) serving one’s teacher and elders, (ii) praising the Lord’s glories and doing 
Kirtan and Bhajan which are community singing of the Lord’s glories, (iv) repeating the 
divine Mantras or holy words of the Lord, i.e. doing Japa, (v) having such virtues as 
‘Dam’ or tolerance, patience, fortitude and resilience, ‘Sheel’ or good and righteous 
demeanors, ‘Virati’ or being renunciate and detached from deeds and to be dispassionate 
towards the world, ‘Sam’ or equanimity, looking everything as Brahm, having a non-dual 
approach of or view of the world, ‘Santosh’ or contentedness, and ‘Saral’ or simplicity 
and humility, (vi) having no deceit, conceit and falsehoods, (vii) not finding faults with 
others and criticising them unnecessarily, (vili) to have firm reliance and faith in the 
Lord, and (ix) not to feel dejected, depressed, despaired, inferior, lowly and condemned 
under any adverse circumstances, because the great and merciful Lord is always with 
them. 

According to another version, the nine Nidhis are the various special virtues or 
qualities or attributes that one possesses, and which make him special amongst others. 
They are the following—(i) Buddhi—uintelligence and the power to discriminate, to think 
sharply, quickly, logically, rationally, deeply and analytically. (i) Bal—strength, vigour 
and power of the body and of the mind as well as of the spirit. (iii) Yasha—fame, good 
reputation and name; majesty and renown. (iv) Dhairya—to have courage, fortitude, 
resilience, ability to hold on in the face of greatest adversity, misfortune and opposition. 
(v) Nirbhayataa—fearlessness, courage, bravery and an indomitable spirit. (vi) 
Aarogyataa—to be freed from diseases and illnesses, both mental as well as bodily. (vii) 
Ajaadyataa—the opposite of Jadataa; to be free from the negative trait of inertia, 
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lethargy, depression, stagnation, lack of drive, initiative and will power. (viil) Vaakya- 
patutaa—to be an expert orator; speaking skills, eloquence, diplomacy, and wise and 
intelligent choice of the spoken word. (ix) Bhakti—to have steady and robust devotion, 
loyalty, dedication and conviction for one’s chosen deity and faith. This quality, of 
course, comes under the category of spiritual assets also. 

Other variations include the following qualities in this list of Nidhis because they 
are like an asset for a man which stand him in good stead in his life— (i) Sham—having 
self restraint and control; having peace, tranquility, serenity and quietness; being able to 
suppress desires, yearnings and natural instincts and impulses. (ii) Dam—tolerance, 
forbearance, fortitude. (iii) Upriti—renunciation, detachment, dispassion, indifference 
and non-involvement. (iv)Titksha—endurance, patience, fortitude, sufferance, 
equanimity. (v) Samadhan—the ability to find a solution, an answer to even the most 
vexing problem; lack of confusion or doubts; clarity of thoughts and conception. (vi) 
Shraddha—having faith, belief, conviction, reverence and devotion. (vii) Sakhya— 
friendship and the ability to co-exist with even one’s adversary. (viii) Daya—kindness, 
compassion, graciousness. (ix) Atma Bodh—-self-realisation and being enlightened about 
the Atma, the pure consciousness, that resides inside one’s inner self as his soul, as his 
spirit. 

Sometimes, the last Nidhi of Atma Bodh is replaced with ‘Seva’ or the natural 
habit of serving others selflessly. 

Faces of Hanuman—In iconography, Hanuman is depicted as having five, ten or 
eleven faces. 

(a) The five faces of Hanuman are as follows—(i) in the eastern direction it is that 
of a monkey; (ii) in the southern direction it is that of Lord Nrisingh; (111) in the western 
direction it is that of Lord Garud; (iv) in the northern direction it is that of Lord Varaaha; 
and (v) in the zenith it is that of Lord Hayagriva. 

The genesis of the story is linked with the battle of Lanka when the son of the ten- 
headed Ravana, known as Mahi-Ravan, had kidnapped Ram and Laxman and hid them 
underground in the nether world. He prepared them to sacrifice to the goddess whom he 
worshipped in order to please the goddess so that his father Ravana could win the war. 
When Hanuman got the wind of it, he went to the nether world and hid behind the idol of 
the goddess. The demon Mahi-Ravana offered all sorts of inedible things to the 
goddess—such as wine, excreta, meat, urine etc. He had his eyes closed in meditation. So 
Hanuman assumed this heads and ate up all the offerings. Finally, when the wicked 
demon thought that the sacrifice is finished and the goddess is happy with him, he was 
about to chop off the heads of the two brothers at the altar, Hanuman emerged from 
hiding in this ferocious form with five heads (or according to the previous narration with 
eleven unconventional heads) to kill the demon. It is believed that even Ram and Laxman 
could not recognize Hanuman in that form till the time they saw his monkey head with 
which he bowed before the Lord. 

In essence we can say that Hanuman epitomised the glory of knowledge and the 
Shakti of the Supreme Brahm rolled into one. When he appeared to save Ram and 
Laxman from the clutches of Mahi-Ravana, he represented the supreme power of 
creation. This form of Hanuman—whether it is of five heads or nine heads or eleven 
heads—implies that all the fundamental forces of Nature had joined hands to get rid of or 
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negate the negative forces that had become ascendant, and to restore the balance in 
favour of the positive forces and principles of creation. 

The five faces of Hanuman stand for the following—(i) the five elements of 
creation, viz. sky, air, fire, water and earth. (ii) the five chief vital winds called Prans— 
viz. Pran, Apaan, Samaan, Vyaan and Udaan. This fits in perfectly with the fact that 
Hanuman is regarded as the son of the Wind God. 

(b) The ten or eleven faces of Hanuman—According to another version, Hanuman 
is shows as having eleven or ten faces as follows—(i) in the eastern direction it is that of 
a monkey (Hanuman in his original form); (ii) in the south-east corner (called “Agneya 
Kona’) it is that of a Kshatriya (warrior class); (iii) in the southern direction it is that of 
Lord Nrisingh (half man and half lion incarnation of Vishnu); (iv) in the south-west 
corner (called ‘Nairitya Kona’) it is that of Lord Ganesh; (v) in the western direction it is 
that of Harishwar (Hari or Vishnu; or it can be interpreted as Hari’s Lord or Shiva in line 
with the term Rameshwar which is one of the forms of Shiva); (vi) in the north-west 
corner (called ‘Vaayabya Kona’) it is that of Lord Bhairav (one of the forms of Shiva); 
(vii) in the northern direction it is that of Varaaha; (viii) in the north-east corner (called 
‘Ishan Kona’) it is that of Lord Rudra (one of the forms of Shiva); and (ix) in the zenith 
comer (above; towards the sky) it is that of Lord Hayagriva (Lord Sun; Vishnu with a 
horse’s head; one of the many incarnation of Vishnu). 

In this above description only nine faces are given; two are missing. The other 
two faces are that of Lord Garud (mount of Vishnu) and Lord Shiva. In this version, the 
face on the west side is that of Garud (instead of Harishwar), and Lord Varaaha faces in 
the lower direction called nadir. The eleventh face is a combination of all the faces—i.e. 
it is the face of all-encompassing and all-incorporating Lord Isha. 

The point to note here are that all these forms are manifestations or 
representations of the five or the eleven principal “Tattwas’ or the fundamental elements 
of creation. The eleven heads are symbols of the following Tattwas—the five elements 
(sky, air, fire, water and earth) + five vital winds (Pran, Apaan, Samaan, Vyaan and 
Udaan) + Chitta (mind and its sub-conscious). These eleven Tattwas form the basic units 
which combine together to form the physical body of any living being. 

It will be noted that only nine specific heads are mentioned though the total 
number of heads are eleven. Well, the significance of the number ‘nine’ vis-a-vis the nine 
Tattwas is as follows— 

‘The Pashupat Brahm Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 1, verse 
no. 14 says that there are nine Tattvas which are actually subtle revelations of the 
supreme Brahm. They are the following—The three fundamental Gunas, i.e. the Sata, the 
Raja and the Tama, the three basic characters of the Atma known as Sat-Chit-Anand, i.e. 
Sat (truth), Chitta (consciousness) and Anand (bliss), and the three forms of divinity 
represented by the Trinity Gods, i.e. Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer, and Rudra 
the concluder of creation, represent the nine Tattwas of creation. 

The Par Brahm Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 5 says that the 
sacred thread that is worn by Brahmins has three main strands, and each strand consists 
of three sub-strands. The total number of strands thus becomes nine (3 x 3 = 9). These 
nine strands symbolically represent the nine Tattwas of creation which actually stand for 
the nine revelations of the same Brahm. The fact that the sacred thread has nine finer 
strands is endorsed in the Pashupat Brahm Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 27.’ 


648 


It must be remembered that Hanuman is not an ordinary soul, but he is the most 
enlightened One to have come on this earth. He is regarded as the leader in the 
community of the wise and enlightened ones. There is no wonder in it because of two 
reasons—one, he is Shiva personified, and Shiva is the most enlightened amongst the 
Trinity Gods, and second, his teacher was the Sun God who is personification of the 
Supreme Brahm, and his brilliant light is a metaphor of the immensity of knowledge and 
enlightenment he has as well as the light this knowledge provides to the world. Without 
knowledge this world would be engulfed in a thick shroud of darkness of ignorance 
symbolized by the night. 

The importance of the figure five is of great metaphysical importance. It 
represents the Pancha Mahaabh. They were formed at the beginning of creation, and 
consist of earth, water or fluid, fire or energy, air or wind and sky or space elements in 
increasing degree of subtlety. They can be studied at two levels—one at the very core 
level, and the other at the more general level. 

The study of the body at the core level of the five Bhuts consisting of the five 
primary elements consisting of the sky or space, air or wind, fire or energy, water or 
fluids, and earth. Refer verse nos. 1-2, and 5-6 of Shaarirako-panishad. Briefly, the earth 
element formed the solid part of the body, the water element formed the fluid part, the 
fire element formed the warmth and heat of the body, the movement of the body is 
revelation of the air element, and the subtle space between various organs and tissues of 
the body, both at the external as well as internal levels, is the sky element. 

The next level would the various Koshas or Sheaths that are made of a 
combination of these five elements. They are the following—Anna Maye Kosh (the food 
sheath), Pran Maye Kosh (the vital wind sheath), Manomaye Kosh (the mind sheath), 
Vigyan Maye Kosh (the intellect sheath), and Anand Maye Kosh (the bliss sheath). These 
Koshas are also like the elements or units that decide the complexities of the creature’s 
body and its position in the hierarchy of evolution. 

All the living organisms can be classified into the following five types depending 
upon the number of Koshas they have—(i) Udbhij—these are those life forms that are 
born from seeds, such as members of the plant kingdom. These have only one Kosha, the 
Anna Maye Kalaa. In other words, they depend on food and become food for others 
higher up in the evolutionary ladder. (ii) Swedaj—they are those which are born from 
dampness and sweat, such as fungi, algae, bacteria, germs, mosquito, lice, flies etc. They 
have two Koshas, viz. Anna Maye and Pran Maye. That is, they are formed from food, 
they live for food and they die as food. Besides this, they also exhibit signs of life, e.g. 
the mosquito and lice have life like any other member of the animal kingdom. (iii) 
Andaj—they are placed higher up in the evolutionary ladder, and are born from eggs, 
whether inside the mother’s womb or outside. Such birds as pigeon, sparrow, parrot, 
peacock etc. come under this category. They have three Koshas which are Anna Maye, 
Pran Maye and Mano-maye. The last Kosh refers to the fact that such creatures have a 
mind and heart which enables them to think, albeit in a primitive level. (iv) Jaruyuj— 
these are the creatures that are born as embryo that develops inside the mother’s womb. 
Under this class come the animals such as horses, cows, dogs, elephants etc. They have 
four Koshas, such as Anna Maye, Pran Maye, Mano-maye and Vigyan Maye. The last 
Kosh refers to their ability to have a higher level of thinking ability called intelligence. 
The human being comes under this last category with the added benefit of having five 
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Koshas. Besides the four Koshas mentioned above in other creatures of this category, the 
man has the fifth one and it called the Anand Maye Kosh. It is only possessed by a man 
and not by other creatures in the sense that the man can realise the true meaning of the 
terms ‘bliss and happiness that is eternal and substantial’ by the virtue of his attaining 
higher level of intelligence and his ability to delve into the secrets of the concept of truth 
itself and then realising that kind of happiness and bliss that is not superficial and which 
is not limited to enjoyment of the sensual pleasures of the body and the material comforts 
of the world, but which has a holistic and all-inclusive dimension that incorporates the 
spirit or the soul. 


Į— 
(13) Incarnations of Lord Vishnu—e.g. Matsya, Kashap, Varaaha, Nrisingh, Vaaman, 
Krishna— 


The ten main Avatars/incarnations of Vishnu— 


(1) Matsya or Fish incarnation of Vishnu—In this incarnation as a Fish or Matsya, which 
is the first of ten divine incarnations of Vishnu, the Lord is said to have saved Manu, the 
progenitor of mankind, and the Saptarishis (the seven mental sons of the creator Brahma) 
along with their wives during the dooms-day deluge. They were made to board a boat 
which was pulled by this Fish and saved from being drowned. They re-populated the 
world later on. It is a story identical to the Biblical story of the Noah’s Arc. 


(ii) Kurma or Tortoise incarnation of Vishnu—It is the second incarnation of Vishnu. The 
Lord had supported the legendary Mountain called Mandara which had started sinking 
during the churning of the ocean by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, the 
elixir of eternal and life. 


(iii) Varaaha or Boar incarnation of Vishnu—It is the third incarnation of Vishnu in 
which he killed the demon Hiranyaaksha and lifted the earth from the flood water where 
it had vanished. According to some versions, this demon had hidden the earth in the 
bowls of the ocean. This extrication and resurrection of the earth is a symbolic way of 
saying that the Lord saves the creation from being submerged in the vast ocean of sins 
and evil. An Upanishad preached by Lord Varaaha appears in the Krishna Yajur Veda 
tradition as its 30" Upanishad. The female aspect of Varaaha is known as Goddess 
Vaaraahi. 


(iv) Nrisingh or half man and half lion incarnation of Vishnu—Lord WNrisingh or 
Narsingh is the half lion and half man incarnation of Lord Vishnu to slay the demon 
Hiranyakashipu who had been tormenting Prahalad, his son, because the latter 
worshipped Vishnu. Lord Vishnu had incarnated as Nrisingh to kill the demon 
Hiranyakashipu who had been tormenting his own son Prahalad because the child was a 
devout follower of Vishnu. After having killed the demon, Nrisingh started roaming in 
the forests, striking terror in the hearts of all the creatures. It was then that Shiva, the 
universal Lord who has been honoured with the epithet of ‘Mahadev’ as he is the greatest 
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and supreme God, had assumed the form of Sharav, the killer, and liberated Vishnu from 
the body of Nrisingh. [Refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse no. 8.] Thus 
liberated, Vishnu had thanked him a lot (refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse 
no. 19) and went to his divine abode called Vaikunth. So this ferocious form of Shiva 
known as Sharav was also called ‘Rudra’, the angry and ferocious form of the Lord. One 
can imagine the fight that might have raged between Nrisingh and Rudra, and obviously 
Rudra must have been more ferocious than Nrisingh in order to subdue the latter. 

This ‘half lion and half man’ form of the Lord is a visible image that has a cosmic 
counterpart as the ‘half man and half female’ manifestation of the Lord that is known as 
‘Ardha-Narishwar’. This cosmic form of Brahm as Ardha-Narishwar has two 
components—the right half is depicted in iconography as being a male representing 
Shiva, the great God, the other half is female representing his divine Shakti known as 
Parvati or Uma. This Shakti represents the dynamic energy of Shiva. When this applies to 
Brahm, the male aspect refers to the Supreme Being himself while the female aspect 
applies to Maya which is the dynamic power that Brahm employed to initiate this magical 
creation. This depiction is basically envisioned to drive home the point that Brahm and 
Shakti are inseparable in the context of the creation of the world. This elementary method 
of reproduction is known as ‘asexual reproduction’ and is depicted by many asexual 
plants and animals even today. For instance, the one-celled amoeba reproduces itself by 
cleavage. On the other hand, if we were to regard Brahm in its purest form as the cosmic 
Consciousness, then Brahm would not need the other half of the Maya, and would only 
be one and universal entity which has no definite and describable form and shape, it has 
no characteristic features, attributes and qualities. This form of the sublime and most 
subtle Brahm is known as either the Hiranyagarbha or the Viraat Purush depending upon 
the level of subtlety and grossness which is assigned to it, the former being more subtle 
than the latter. 

The ‘lion’ part is a metaphor for the grand qualities of unmatched authority, 
stupendous strength, physical prowess and complete and unchallenged sway over the 
entire domain of creation just like a lion has over the forest and its inhabitant wild 
animals. This term is symbolic of the inherent stupendous might of the supreme Brahm as 
the unquestioned and powerful Lord of this forest-like world inhabited by myriad 
varieties of living beings, called the Jivas, just like a dense forest infested by wild 
animals. Similarly, the ‘man’ part symbolizes the fact that Brahm is the most highly 
placed Lord much like a human being who represents the highest level in the ladder of 
evolution. 

In other words, even as the lion is the unquestioned lord of the wilds and the man 
is of all the living beings, the supreme transcendental Brahm is the unquestioned Lord of 
all that exists with all its variations in this creation, whether in its primary form 
represented by the wild and primitive animals of the jungle or in its more evolved and 
developed form represented by the man, with all the other stages of creation included in 
between these two. 

Lord Nrisingh is the fourth incarnation of the Supreme Being who had taken 
various forms to ward off and overcome evil forces in creation when they become 
ascendant and overcame the good and the righteous. The Lord did this to maintain order 
in the creation which is like his offspring. 
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So when one of his great devotees known as Prahalaad was being extremely 
tormented by his own father, the demon Hiranyakashipu, the Lord appeared as 
Nrisingh—or as a half lion and half man form—from the pillar to which the innocent lad 
was tied by the demon to prove to him the omnipresence and all-pervading form of the 
Supreme Being. Nrisingh is a personification of the grand virtues of dynamism, power, 
energy, valour and strength, and hence is worshipped by warriors and rulers in general. 
The Mantra of this Lord is believed to be very powerful and effective against enemies 
and opponents. 

Iconographically, there are many forms of Nrisingh. Some of them are as 
follows—as seated (Aasin), as standing (Sthaanak), as boon-giver (Vardaayak), as 
ferocious and angry (Ugra), as striding (Yaanak), in the company of Laxmi, the Goddess 
of wealth and the divine consort of Vishnu (Laxmi-Nrisingh), as seated in Yoga or doing 
meditation like Shiva (Yoga-Nrisingh), as a resident of a mountain (Girija), etc. 

His images depict him in either the two-hand form or in a four-hand form. In the 
latter case, the two back hands hold a conch and discus like the case of Vishnu. The two 
front hands are shown as killing the demon Hiranyakashipu by forcing the latter on his 
lap, tearing his abdomen, and yanking his entrails out by his sharp nails. 

An entire Puran called Narsingh Puran is likewise dedicated to this Godhead. This 
Puran glorifies Nrisingh as an incarnation of Vishnu, and is regarded as being 
synonymous with Narayan, one of the names of Lord Vishnu who is none but the 
Supreme Being called Brahm. Since Lord Vishnu himself is a macrocosmic, all-inclusive 
and invisible form of the supreme transcendental Brahm, therefore Nrisingh is a de-facto 
visible form of the otherwise invisible Brahm. 

Similarly, an entire Upanishad known as the Nrisingh Tapini Upanishad of the 
Atharva Veda tradition is dedicated to this deity. It also lists the various divine Mantras 
dedicated to Lord Nrisingh. It is the 7” Upanishad of this Veda. 

The Shukar Rahasya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 27, while 
describing the processs of invoking one of the components ‘Asi’ (‘is’) of the Maha Vakya 
(the great saying of the Vedas) “Tattwamasi’ (‘that essence is you’) says that the Shakti 
(dynamic energy) of this individual component ‘Asi’ is Nrisingh. 

The Skanda Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 13 praises Lord 
Nrisingh as an incarnation of the Trinity Gods consisting of Brahma the creator, Vishnu 
the sustainer, nourisher and protector, and Shiva the concluder of creation. His divine and 
glorious virtues are similar to Brahm. Earlier in this Upanishad it has already been 
established that these three Gods of the Trinity are Brahm personified, as well as the fact 
that the creature’s Atma or pure ‘self’ which is Consciousness personified, are also 
Brahm personified. Hence, by worshipping Nrisingh one is offering prayers to Brahm and 
honouring the grand virtues of creation exemplified by the latter. He is also offering 
worship to the ‘consciousness’ that represents Brahm in the physical body of Lord 
Nrisingh. 


(v) Vaaman/Vaman or the Dwarf incarnation of Vishnu—This is the fifth incarnation of 
Vishnu. When Bali, the grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had incarnated as 
Nrisingh, conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of Gods who ruled 
over the heavens, Vishnu had taken the dwarfish form of a Brahmin mendicant to retrieve 
the heaven for Indra when he was requested by Aditi, the mother of Gods, to do so. He 
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approached Bali, who was famous for his charities, as a “Vaaman’ or a dwarf, and begged 
him for ground sufficient enough to be covered by his three small steps. When the 
unsuspecting Bali agreed, Vaaman measured the entire earth with one step, the heaven 
with the second step, and for the third step he measured Bali’s own head symbolizing the 
crown of the kingdom of Bali. He put his third step on Bali’s head and pushed the latter 
to the nether world. Hence, Vishnu is also called ‘Trivikram’—one who conquered the 
three worlds in three steps. But the Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice 
done to a magnanimous Bali who had been righteous and firm in his vow of making 
charity, and never rescinded on his commitments. So, the Lord made him the king of the 
nether world, and himself took up the job of protecting him there as his gatekeeper. This 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu is his fifth and followed the Nrisingh form which was the 
fourth. The idea behind this Vaaman incarnation is that even the most humble looking 
man, represented by the diminutive Vaaman in this story, can indeed have the stupendous 
power of the Spirit that even the most powerful gods and kings lack. 


(vi) Parashuram or Ram with a battle-axe—This is the sixth incarnation of Vishnu. 
Parashuram was the son of sage Jamdaagni and his wife Renuka. He had subdued the 
haughty Kshatriya race or the warrior race led by king Kaartavirya who had become 
tyrannical and were oppressing others. 


(vii) Lord Ram—This was the seventh incarnation of Vishnu. Ram was born in the 
Ikshwaku dynasty belonging to the solar race that ruled the kingdom of Ayodhya as the 
son of Dasrath and his eldest queen Kaushalya. In this incarnation, Laxmi, the goddess of 
wealth and prosperity who is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu, accompanied him as 
Sita, the divine consort of Lord Ram. The epic story of Ramayan in which the Lord 
slayed the arrogant and cruel demon Ravana is woven around this incarnation. Lord Ram 
exemplified the grand virtues of righteousness, auspiciousness, nobility, propriety and 
probity, and is therefore lauded as the ‘Maryada Purshottam’—the excellent male who 
always observed the strictest code of proper conduct. Lord Ram’s divine name ‘Ram’ is 
regarded as a Tarak Mantra—i.e. a Mantra that has the spiritual power to bestow 
liberation and deliverance to the creature. There are three Upanishads dedicated to the 
Lord—viz. Ram Purvatapini Upanishad, Ram Uttartapini Upanishad and Mukti 
Upanishad. The former two belong to the Atharva Veda tradition, and the third to the 
Shukla Yajur Veda tradition. 

Lord Ram manifested himself in the Treta Yug which is the second era of the 
four-era one cycle of creation according to Hindu philosophy. 


(viii) Lord Balraam—This is the regarded as the eighth incarnation of Vishnu. Balram 
was the strong elder brother of Lord Krishna of the Mahabharat fame. Both Balram and 
Krishna, being brothers, were born in Dwapar Yug which was the third era of the four-era 
cycle of creation. At the time of his death, the celestial serpent Sheshnath emerged from 
his mouth giving credence to the theory that he was an incarnation of Sheshnath who had 
earlier manifested himself as Laxman, the younger brother of Lord Ram during the 
seventh incarnation of Vishnu. 
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If this is the case then according to some scholars it would not be proper to 
include Balraam as an incarnation of Vishnu. Therefore, Balraam is excluded from the 
list and Lord Krishna is regarded as the eighth incarnation. 

If this is taken into account, then it is suggested that Lord Buddha who established 
Buddhism is to be regarded as the ninth incarnation of Vishnu instead of it being Lord 
Krishna. 


(ix) Lord Krishna—Krishna is the ninth incarnation of Vishnu. He is a well known deity 
and it is he who had pronounced the famous Gita and preached it to Arjun on the eve of 
the epic Mahabharata war. Krishna’s story is narrated in full in Srimad Bhagwat 
Mahapuran. But according to some accounts, Krishna is the eighth incarnation replacing 
Balraam. This has been explained above. 


(x) Kalki—This would be Vishnu’s tenth and last incarnation before one cycle of creation 
ends. It is predicted that he would be born during the present Kali Yug, which is the 
fourth and the last era. He is visualized as riding on the back of a white horse, a drawn 
sword in hand, eliminating evil-mongers and those who are opposed to Dharma or 
righteous way of life. His main aim would be to restore Dharma. 


Besides the above described ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu, there are said to be fourteen 
more minor Avtaars or incarnations of Vishnu, thereby bringing the total number of 
incarnations to twenty-four Avtaars or incarnations of Vishnu. They are also called the 
twenty-four Vyuhas of Vishnu, and they are the various manifestations of the Lord on 
different occasions to fulfill his obligations of taking care of the creation. 

Aside of the ten Avtaars described above, the rest of the fourteen other Avtaars 
are briefly the following— 

(xi) Sages Sankaadi, (xii) Sage Narad, (xiii) Sage Kapil, (xiv) Sage Veda Vyas, 
(xv) Lord Nar-Narayan, (xvi) Lord Dattatreya, (xvii) Lord Rishabdeo, (xviii) King Prithu, 
(xix) Dhanvantri, (xx) Mohini, (xxi) Lord Hayagriva, (xxii) Sri Hari, (xxiii) The Yagya 
or the sacred Fire sacrifice as a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, and (xxiv) The Hans, the 
divine Swan. 


(14) Indra— Indra is the king of Gods who can fulfill all the desires of the aspirant like 
any king when he is pleased by the person who prays to him for his gracious intervention. 
Indra represents the chief forces of life that controls the functioning of Nature. He derives 
his name from ‘Indri’ meaning the sense organs of the body—five organs of perception 
and five organs of action. The vital functions and the virtues of each of these organs are 
personified as a God, and the authority who controls them is their Lord called Indra. 
Indra is a metaphor for, or a personification of the combined virtues and characteristics 
that define all these organs and their functioning. Being at the helm of affairs, Indra is 
like the King or Emperor of all the other personified forces and powers of creation. 

At the time of creation, all the Gods had taken their abodes in one or the other 
organ of the newly born creature. Indra was conceived as a factor that combines all the 
aspects of life in one entity. The chief controller of life factors in the body of a living 
being is called Indra. He is a personified form of life in the organs (Indris) of the body. 
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At the macro level of creation he is like the supreme Brahm who is the Lord of all 
that exists, while at the micro level of the individual creature he is like the Atma (pure 
consciousness) and the Pran (the vital winds that sustain life inside the body). 

The various functions that the organs perform inside the body of the creature are 
represented by their own set of patron Gods who personify these functions and the 
various qualities of these individual organs. Since Pran, the vital winds present in the 
body that govern its functioning, is at the core of life in a creature’s body, it is like Indra 
at the micro level. 

Since the heart is at the core of life of a man, the central authority that regulates 
all these Gods is also said to have its seat in the heart. That authority is the emperor of the 
body and its organs, and it is known as the Atma. Therefore, this Atma is also like Indra 
as far as the individual creature is concerned. 

The Tejobindu Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, Canto 5, verse no. 62 describes 
that the Atma, the pure consciousness has manifested itself as Indra as well as all other 
Gods including Rudra (an angry form of Shiva) and Brahma (the creator). This is because 
Indra is the Lord of all the Gods who are represented by the various forces of Nature and 
is also the Lord of the creature as he is the Lord of his organs. The word Indra is derived 
from the root ‘Indri’ meaning ‘organs of the body’ such as the five organs of perception 
and five organs of action. He is the Lord of rains indicating his prominence as the Lord of 
life, fertility and vibrancy because the rains and clouds bring life to this world. He has the 
vital wind force as his comrade-in-arm, indicating his control over all forms of activity 
and movement that characteristic life in this world. He enjoys the best things in heaven, 
being the king of Gods. He is very powerful and holds the thunderbolt in his hands to 
subdue his enemies. The Atma also exhibits these virtues. 

According to Brihad Aranakya Upanishad of the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, 
canto 2, Brahman 1, verse no. 6, this Indra is a synonym for Brahm both at the macro 
level because Brahm is the supreme Lord of the entire creation represented by the 
innumerable forces of Nature called the various Gods at the macro level (and that is why 
we have so many Gods), as well as at the micro level of the individual creature because 
the Pran is the vital life supporting entity present in the body without which none of the 
organs would have their relevance, as well as the Atma or pure consciousness without 
which even this Pran would lose its relevance. 

The king is offered the best of foods and drinks that are available in his kingdom. 
So this Indra God is also offered the best food and drink in the form of the ambrosia 
called ‘Som’. It is an invigorating drink that is extracted from a creeper by the same name. 
It is used during sacrificial rituals, and it is offered to Gods that is supposed to bestow 
them with an eternal life of bliss. It is said to be stored in the heavenly pitcher of the 
moon. From the metaphysical point of view, since Indra represents the superior authority 
that controls all the other Gods representing the various sense organs, it follows that 
whatever the organs acquire are first offered to Indra before the other Gods representing 
these organs partake of it. Amongst the organs, it is the hand that helps the body to 
acquire things from the outside world. Since the organs have an intrinsic tendency to 
move towards pleasing things in this world and move away from unpleasant things, it is 
deemed that their messenger, the hand, brings to them only selected and best of things 
available, which is like bringing Amrit or Som for them so that they can offer it to their 
king Indra. 
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In Taittiriyo-panishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, in its Valli (Canto) 1, 
Anuvak (sub-canto) 4, Indra is the God who is offered worship through the fire sacrifice 
invoking his divine intercession and patronage so that the aspirant is blessed with 
obtaining success in acquiring eclectic qualities and wisdom as well as material well 
being and worldly fame. 

Indra is both the ‘Atma’ of the living being because the latter is the undisputed 
emperor of the body as its consciousness, as well as the ‘Pran’ or the various vital winds 
present in the body that control all its vital functions and sustain life. 

Indra is also the Lord of rains and clouds, and since rain is a metaphor for life and 
fertility, and the clouds are the carriers of such life-bearing seeds, Indra too is regarded as 
the Lord of life and its protector, sustainer and developer. That is why Indra, in this role, 
is regarded as one of the eight Digpals. 

Indra, who is the king of Gods and who has a thousand eyes on his body, is 
therefore called ‘Sahastraaksha’, 

In Taitteriya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, Valli 1, Anuvak 4, verse 
no. | (stanza 3), Indra is invoked by the wise teacher to bless him with the virtues of 
Medhaa (i.e. with the virtues of intelligence, wisdom, prudence, wit, understanding and 
comprehension). 

The Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, verse 
no. 38 says that Indra is one of the ten Digpaals or custodians of the ten directions of the 
celestial globe. He is the patron deity of the eastern direction and worshipped in that 
comer. Verse no. 39 says that his weapon is Vajra. This weapon is made of the hardest 
material in existence and is said to be manifested in the form of the thunderbolt. This is 
because Indra is said to be the commander of the rains and rain-bearing clouds. 

According to the Rig Veda, 1/ 4-5; 51-57, Indra represents the combined forces of 
Nature represented by the different Gods. He loves to drink Som, the elixir of bliss and 
eternity (Rig Veda, 3/ 36/ 8). He has the Wind God called Marut as his chief assistant. 

Indra appears in the Vedas as follows-- Rig Veda—1/4-5, 51-57; 5/29; 7/19-32; 
8/15-17;  10/111-113; Sam Veda—52/115-148 etc.; Yajur Weda—3/34; 7/5; 7/39; 
Atharva Veda—8/8; 20/1. 

The Devi Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 4 says that Indra is a 
manifestation of the Mother Goddess, who actually represents the dynamism of the 
supreme transcendental Brahm, the Supreme Being. The Goddess is the energy, 
authority, strength and powers of Brahm that are employed by the latter to create and 
control this creation, both at the macrocosmic level as well as the microcosmic level. 
Indra is therefore the dynamism of Brahm revealed at the macrocosmic level. 

Indra is called ‘Sahastraaksha’ (literally meaning to have thousand eyes) because 
he is said to have thousands of eyes over his body as the result of a curse by sage Gautam 
to punish him for being sexually pervert as he had the vile temerity of having attempted 
sex with the sage’s loyal wife in his absence by employing deceit. The lecherous Indra 
had assumed the physical body of the sage to satisfy his lust, but was caught by the sage. 
So the sage cursed him to have a thousand holes in his body. These ‘holes’ represented 
the female vagina, and the curse was in the form of sarcastic curse on Indra so that now 
onwards he would be able to see a woman’s sexual organs spread all over his own body 
with thousands of eyes instead of only two to satisfy his lust and perversions. It was also 
intended to tell the world in a symbolic manner about the punishment that one gets by 
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being excessively lustful in the sense that one instance of lecherousness would create 
thousands of horrible spots that would taint a man’s character and personality forever, no 
matter how socially established or well-placed he may be. After all, Indra was a king of 
Gods, and one can imagine his discomfiture that he would have to remain with a pot- 
holed and scarred body for the rest of his life. 


K— 
(15) King Dasrath—He was the king of the kingdom of Avadh, also called Kaushal, with 
its headquarters at Ayodhya which was also called Kaushal Puri. In his early life he was a 
very brave and valiant king who had conquered great kingdoms and expanded his empire 
to a vast surface of the earth. He had even helped the Gods in their wars. He was so brave 
and invincible that his chariot could go in all the ten directions of the compass, hence the 
name ‘Dasrath’—meaning one whose ‘Rath’ (chariot) could go in ‘Das’ (ten) directions. 
The ten directions are the following—north, north-east, east, south-east, south, south- 
west, west, north-west, nadir and zenith. 

But later on in life as he became old he became weak and lustful. He had three 
chief queens out of whom he was too enamoured of his wife Kaikeyi who is believed to 
be exceptionally beautiful. His one weakness was his compulsive nature—for he made 
promises at the drop of a hat. On one such occasion he had given two vows to Kaikeyi 
during a battle when he discovered that she had saved his chariot from toppling over 
when the axle of one of the wheels had broken and Kaikeyi had immediately thrust her 
hand inside to act as the axle. At the end of the battle which Dasrath won he saw Kaikeyi 
bleeding profusely, and upon enquiry he was so pleased that he gave her two boons. As it 
turned out later on these were the two boons that Kaikeyi exploited in asking for the exile 
of Ram and coronation of her own son Bharat on the throne of Ayodhya, the single 
incident which became central to the story of the epic Ramayana. 

In his previous life he was Manu, the first male who was the patriarch of the rest 
of the creatures on earth. His wife was Satrupa who later on became Kaushalya. Manu 
had done severe Tapa (penance and austerity) to get Lord Vishnu has his son. So Lord 
Vishnu became his son in the Lord’s incarnation as Lord Ram. 

Dasrath had no sons and so he performed a fire sacrifice to get one. The Fire God 
blessed him and gave him a bowl of sweet pudding, asking the king to distribute it to his 
queens. It was a blessed pudding and the four brothers, Ram, Laxmam, Bharat and 
Shatrughan, were born as a result of the queens eating this pudding. 

Death of this great king of the Raghu dynasty was in tragic circumstances. When 
Lord Ram, Laxman and Sita had gone to forest exile, he had died out of grief. 


(16) Kaushalya—She was the chief queen of Dasrath and the mother of Lord Ram. 


(17) Kaikeyi—She was the mother of Bharat and Shatrughan, and was instrumental in 
sending Lord Ram to the forest for 14 years of exile so that her son Bharat could become 
a king. She is depicted in the Ramayan as a cunning, selfish, jealous, merciless and 
scheming lady. 
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(18) King Janak—He was the father of Sita and the father-in-law of Ram. He was the 
king of Janakpur. He was also known as ‘Videha’—which literally means one who is not 
aware of his gross body. The reason is that he was an exceptionally enlightened king who 
was an expert in spiritual, theological and metaphysical knowledge. Great congregation 
of sages, saints and seers of the time were held in his reign when debates on metaphysics, 
theology and spiritualism were held and huge prizes given. The Brihad Aranyak 
Upanishad, Canto 3, Brahmans 1-9 of the Shukla Yajur Veda tradition mention one such 
great congregation where great sages and seers had participated, and where sage 
Yagyawalkya was finally declared the undisputed winner, while Canto 4, Brahmans 1-4 
describe how Janak had accepted Yagyawalkya as his teacher and asked the latter to 
preach him. 

Another place where sage Yagyawalkya teaches king Janak is the Brihajjabal 
Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition. In its Brahman (Canto) 7, verse nos. 1-4, the 
king is taught on the spiritual importance of the sacred ash known as the Bhasma. Verse 
no. 5 of this Brahman 7 says that king Janak accompanied sage Pippallaad to the divine 
abode of Prajapati Brahma, the creator, to learn more about the Bhasma. This shows that 
Janak was a contemporary of sage Pippallaad. 

The level of Janak’s learning and erudition is evident from another incident when 
sage Shukdeo, the enlightened son of sage Veda Vyas who had classified the Vedas, 
compiled the Upanishads, and written the voluminous Purans, was advised by his learned 
father to go to king Janak to learn profound principles of metaphysics and spiritualism. 
Janak had tested Shukdeo’s eligibility, aptitude and competence by making him wait for 
prolonged time before even giving him a hearing. The entire episode along with the 
profound teachings of Janak forms the subject matter of the text of Canto 2 of the Maho- 
panishad of the Sam Veda tradition. 

In the Ithihas-Purans, especially the one dealing with Lord Ram such as the epic 
Ramayana, he is shown as being the father of Sita, the divine consort of Lord Ram. He is 
called *Videha’ because he was so highly enlightened and self-realised that he knew the 
truth of the teaching of the Upanishads that the ‘self’ is not the gross body but the pure 
consciousness Atma, the soul, the spirit. This led him to be totally detached and 
disinterested in his body and what it does. He was so unconcerned about the body that for 
all practical purposes the body did not exist for him—i.e. he was ‘one without a body’, or 
a ‘Videha’. 


(19) Kinnar—They are dancers and singers in the court of Indra, the king of Gods. 


(20) Lord Ram and his three brothers—Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan— 

Lord Ram is an incarnation of Lord Vishnu during the Hindu era of Treta Yuga. 
This was the second era of the four eras that constitute one cycle of creation and 
destruction. Lord Ram is a personified form of the Supreme Being. Whereas the Supreme 
Being known as Vishnu or the Viraat Purush is invisible and all-pervading in this 
creation, the Lord’s visible human form that has a physical body is known as Lord Ram. 
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In Atharva Veda there are two Upanishads especially dedicated to Lord Ram—viz. the 
Ram Rashasya Upanishad and the Ram Tapini Upanishad. The divine Mantra of Lord 
Ram, which is in essence his basic name ‘Raam’ is regarded as the “Tarak Mantra’—i.e. a 
powerful spiritual tool that helps the spiritual aspirant to achieve liberation and 
deliverance from this mundane world and find permanent emancipation and salvation for 
his soul. His mother was Kaushalya, and his wife was Sita. 

Laxman was the younger brother of Lord Ram and regarded as an incarnation of 
Lord Shesh Nath, the legendary serpent who is said to support the world (earth) on its one 
thousand hoods. Laxman had accompanied Lord Ram during his sojourn in the forest. 
His mother was Sumitra. 

Bharat and Shatrughan were two other brothers of Lord Ram, and their mother 
was Kaikeyi. Bharat has made him famous by refusing to accept the throne of Ayodhya 
which his crooked mother had planned for him by sending Ram to the forest in exile. 
Shatrughan always stayed with Bharat just like Laxman who followed Ram like a 
shadow. 


p— 

(21) Prahalaad— He was an ardent devotee of Lord Vishnu. He was the eldest son of the 
king of demons, named Hiranyakashipu. His mother was Kayaadhu, the daughter of the 
demon king named Jambhaasur. Both the mother and the son were initiated by sage 
Narad who had inspired them to become devotees of Lord Vishnu. 

The story of Prahalad is narrated in detail in (i) Vishnu Puran, 1/17, and (ii) 
Bhagvata Puran, 7/4-8. 

The father, being a demon, was an inveterate opponent of Lord Vishnu, and so 
naturally he couldn’t tolerate his own son worshipping his enemy Lord Vishnu. He tried 
his best to dissuade Prahalad from being devoted to the Lord, but the son had immense 
faith in the Lord and would not be deterred by his father’s threats and scolding. 
Hiranyakashipu tried even cruel means to change Prahalad, including an attempt to burn 
in a raging fire, but the child devotee escaped unscathed. So, finally the demon father 
decided to kill him personally. Prahalad was tied to a pillar and asked ‘Where is your 
Lord Vishnu? Is he in this pillar also?’ The child replied in the affirmative. Then his 
father swung the sword to kill him, and it was at this instant that Lord Vishnu revealed 
himself as the famous incarnation known as ‘Nrisingh’—the upper half of his body was 
like a lion and the lower half was like a man. An Upanishad titled ‘Nrisingh Tapini 
Upanishad’ of the Atharva Veda is dedicated to this Lord. 

Lord Nrisingh snatched the sword and laid the demon father across his laps. He 
then tore through his abdomen, and yanked out his intestines, thereby killing the demon. 
He then picked up the child Prahalad on to his laps and lovingly licked and caressed him 
like a lion does to its cub. But Prahalad prayed to the Lord to provide deliverance to the 
soul of his father, at which the Lord liberated the demon from all his sins. 

Prahalad is credited with enumerating the nine-fold path of Bhakti, the path of 
devotion for the Lord, in the epic Bhaagvata, 7/5/23. 

Lord Dattatreya, one of the manifestations of Lord Vishnu, had preached Prahalad 
about the eclectic state of Avadhut Sanyasi in the form of a huge python, known as 
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Ajgara. Prahalad had spiritual discussions also with other sages such as Hansa (the divine 
Swan, an incarnation of Vishnu), and with Indra (the king of Gods). , 

Prahalad had four brothers, three sons and a daughter. The king of demons known 
as Bali, who was famous for his charities and donations, was a grandson of Prahalad. The 
incarnations of Vishnu as Vaaman, the dwarf mendicant, is related to this legendary king. 


S— 

(22) Sita—Sita was the divine consort of Lord Ram. If Ram was an incarnate Vishnu then 
Sita was goddess Laxmi, the heavenly consort of Vishnu and the patron goddess of 
wealth and prosperity. If Ram is to be treated as a personified form of the Supreme Being 
known as Brahm then Sita is Maya (delusion creating powers of Brahm) personified. The 
Sita Upanishad is the g® Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, and it describes the 
metaphysical importance of Sita. She was the daughter of king Janak. She is also known 
as “Vaidehi’ meaning the daughter of Videha, another name of Janak as well as the 
kingdom where he ruled. 


(23) Sumitra—She was the mother of Laxman and a good friend of Kaushalya. She has 
been praised in the Ramayan by willingly allowing her son Laxman to go with Lord Ram 
when he was ordered to go to the forest for 14 years of exile. 


(24) Sumantra—He was the chief minister in the court of king Dasrath. He was sent with 
a chariot by the king to try and persuade Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman to come back and 
abandon the plan to go to the forest. 


(25) Sage Agastya— Sage Agastya is a renowned sage who had composed several of the 
hymns of the Rig Veda, e.g. Rig Veda Sanhita, 1/166-191. He is known as a ‘Brahm- 
rishi’ or a celestial sage tracing his origin to the creator Brahma. 

He was born to sage Pulastya and his wife Havirbhuk. During this birth, his other 
brother was sage Visrawaa. It is also believed that in the Swayambhu Manvantar (age of 
Manu named Swambhu), he was born as the son of sage Pulastya, but in that birth he was 
named Dattoli. 

According to another version, he was the son of Mitra and Varuna. In this version, 
he was born in a jar or pitcher known as ‘Kumbha’. Hence, he is also known as 
Kumbhaja (born out of a Kumbha), Kumbhodbhava (rising out of a Kumbha), Kalasi-suta 
(son born from a Kalas or a pitcher or jar). During this birth, his twin brother was sage 
Vashistha, the great sage who was the court priest of the kingdom of Ayodhya where 
Lord Ram was the king. 

His wife was a princess of the kingdom of Vidharva, and her name was 
Lopaamudraa, also known as Kaaveri. The sage had a son whose name was Drudhaasya, 
also known as Idhmavaaha. 

His chief disciple was Agniveshya. 
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Sage Agastya did severe Tapa and had vast knowledge. He is said to have 
destroyed the two demons named IIvala and Vaataapi. The sage had stunted the growth of 
Mt. Vindhya which was growing and expanding endlessly so much so as to obstruct the 
light of the sun. 

Once, when Indra had killed the demon Vrittaasur, other demons named 
‘Kaaleya’ managed to escape and they hid themselves under the water of the ocean. From 
there they began terrorizing the sages and seers. They stayed under water during daytime 
and came out at night to torment and devour these sages, and generally cause nuisance 
and havoc all around. These demons had not spared even such renowned sages of the 
time as Vashistha, Chyavan and Bharadwaj, because the demons attacked their 
hermitages and killed the sages and seers who lived there. It was then that the Gods, led 
by their king Indra, requested sage Agastya to somehow expose the demons. At this, the 
sage had scooped up the water of the ocean in a cup made by joining the two palms of his 
hands and had drunk the water of the ocean in one gulp so as to expose the demons. The 
Gods were then able to destroy them. Some of the demons however managed to escape 
and hid themselves in the nether world. This is how the demon race survived then. 
However, when the ocean was completely dried up it created another problem for the 
world because countless marine creatures begin to suffer and die. Besides this, the ocean 
was the largest natural reservoir of water on earth. So the Gods requested sage Agastya to 
refill it. The sage replied that the water has been digested in his stomach, but he can 
oblige the Gods by reproducing the ocean in the form of urine. That is the reason, 
according to this legendary story of the Purans, why the ocean is salty and sour—because 
it is the urine of sage Agastya. 

This fact, that the ocean is sour and salty because it is the urine of sage Agastya, 
is explicitly narrated in the Anand Ramayan (purpoted to have been written by sage 
Valmiki), in its Vilaas Kand (Chapter), ninth Sarga (Canto), verse nos. 18-24 where Sita 
explains to Lopaamudraa, the wife of sage Agastya, why Sri Ram had constructed the 
bridge in order to cross the ocean to reach Lanka. She explained that the Lord did not ask 
the sage to dry up the ocean once again by drinking its water because it would be 
unthinkable to ask the sage to drink his own urine. Even if the sage had actually drunk the 
water, the Lord would be heaped with the ignominy of being so selfish that he made a 
Brahmin drink his own urine so that his purpose is served. The Lord did not swim across 
the ocean because it would be insulting and extremely demeaning for the Lord to swim in 
urine, and it would also be improper for him to step across a Brahmin’s urine because it is 
to be regarded as holy as the urine of a cow. 

There is a legendary story how once sage Agastya had converted king Nahush as 
a serpent. The story goes that once Indra, the king of Gods, was demoted from his exalted 
stature due to the curse of killing some Brahmins, and king Nahush had taken his place. 
Nahush lustfully eyed the consort of Indra, named Indrani. To punish him, Brihaspati, the 
moral preceptor of Gods, devised a stratagem by which Indrani requested Nahush to 
come to her riding a palanquin that was never used by anyone earlier. Overcome and 
blinded by passions, Nahush forgot everything about propriety and probity, and he 
summoned all the great sages and seers of the time to act as carriers or bearers of his 
palanquin. Humble sages and seers did not mind because Nahush was now elevated to the 
stature of Indra, the king of Gods. Nahush was so eager to reach heaven as quickly as 
possible that he kept prodding these sages to walk faster. Enraged, astonished and peeved 
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at this nonsense being perpetrated by the haughty king, sage Agastya had then cursed him 
to become a great and poisonous snake. 

He lived in the Dandakaaranya forest when Lord Ram met him. The sage had then 
given some invincible divine weapons to the Lord which stood him in good stead during 
the epic war of Lanka, as well as in overcoming the demons whom the Lord encountered 
and destroyed during his sojourn in the formidable forest. 

The sage is said to have brought about reconciliation between Indra, the king of 
Gods, and Maruts, the Wind Gods. 

A whole class of people came to be known after him, and in due course the term 
‘Agastya’ became a title and sort of honour given to learned sages and seers who were 
experts in the philosophy and knowledge that sage Agastya was an expert in and had 
preached during his lifetime. The sage has been made immortal by finding a place 
amongst the brightest stars in the sky. He is identified with Canopus, which is the 
brightest star in the sky of south India. The Canopus has been named after this sage as 
‘Agastya’, and seeing this star in the sky when the sun is in the middle of Virgo (Kanyaa) 
sign of the zodiac and worshipping him at night is regarded as an auspicious deed. This is 
a symbolic way of honouring the sage by elevating him to an exalted stature of a “bright 
star’ and recognizing his stellar qualities. 

He is regarded as the one who had created the Tamil language of South India. He 
is accredited as being the author of several treatises on medicine, mysticism and magic. 
One of his books is the ‘Agastya Sanhita’ which elaborately deals with ritualistic forms 
of worship. 

It is said that once sage Agastya and the noble king named Shankha had a divine 
vision of Lord Vishnu at the banks of river Swami-pushkarni. 


(26) Sages Sankaadi etc.— Sanatkumar and others called Sankaadi Rishis—Sage 
Sanatkumar is considered as one of the four Manas Putras or the mental-born sons of the 
creator Brahma. The other three are Sanak, Sanat-sujaat and Sanandan. They are regarded 
in a perpetual state of boyhood. Together they are called ‘Sanakaadi Rishis’. 

Sanatkumar had taught the greatness of Vishnu to demon Vrittaasur, the enemy of 
Indra, the king of Gods. He also taught spiritual wisdom to sage Narad, the celestial sage. 

Sanat-sujaat taught spiritual wisdom to Dhritrashtra who was the blind father of 
the Kauravas of the epic Mahabharat fame. Sanak is said to an eternal companion of Lord 
Vishnu. Sanandan is regarded as the ancient preacher of the Sankhya Shastra, even more 
ancient than Kapil. 

Sanatkumar, along with sages Pippalaad and Angira, had approached sage 
Atharva to ask him about the highest form of meditation, the different aspects of OM and 
the culmination of spiritual journey by realising Brahm in the form of Shambhu, one of 
the names of Lord Shiva, in Atharva Veda’s Atharva-shikha Upanishad. 

It is narrated in the Brihajjabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its 
Brahman 7, verse no. 8, that he had gone to Lord Kalagnirudra, one of the forms of Lord 
Shiva and who had first revealed this Upanishad to one sage Bhusund (Brahmans 1-6) to 
learn about the metaphysical importance and spiritual value of the Rudraksha beads. 
[Rudraksha beads are the seeds of the tree Eleocarpus ganitrus.] 
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According to Kalagni Rudra Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, Sanatkumar was 
taught how to wear the Tripundra, the three lines marked on the forehead of all Hindus, 
by Lord Kalagnirudra himself. 

The Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, in its verse no. 22 stresses the greatness 
of Lord Shiva known as Maheshwar by saying that even such great sages as Sankadi and 
Sanatsujat (i.e. sages Sanatkumar and others collectively called the Sankaadi Rishis) had 
praised and prayed to the Lord, implying that if these great sages had worshipped Shiva 
then the latter must surely be a great Lord. 


(27) Sage Vashistha— Sage Vashistha is one of the well known ancient sages and 
mentioned even in the Rig Veda (refer Rig Veda, 7/33/14). He is regarded as the Manas- 
putra of the creator Brahma. In other words, he was the mental-born son of Brahma born 
as a result of his decision to have a son. As such, he is one of the great celestial sages 
known as Sapta Rishis—or the seven great sages. According to another version, he was 
born in a Kumbh or a pitcher as a son of the Varuna God (the Water God). Another great 
sage named Agastya was his twin brother. 

He was the court priest or Rajguru of the Ikshavaku clan belonging to the solar 
race who ruled over the kingdom of Ayodhya. It was in this solar race that Lord Ram, an 
incarnation of Vishnu around whom the epic Ramayan was written, was born. Vashistha 
is credited with one of the greatest treatises on Vedanta, called Yog Vashistha. It is also 
called Maha Ramayan. 

Arundhati, also known as Akshamala and Urjaa, was the most erudite, sagacious 
and wise wife of sage Vashistha. She was the daughter of Prajapti Kardama and his wife 
Devahuti. Sage Atri’s wife Anusuiya was her sister, and sage Kapil was her brother. Her 
famous son was sage Shakti. She was a preacher and a well known scholar of the 
scriptures in her own right, and was no less enlightened than her husband Vashistha. 

His son was sage Shakti. Sage Parashar was his grandson, and sage Veda Vyas, 
who is the legendary classifier of the Vedas and the author of the Purans, was his great 
grandson. 

The celebrated sage Kapil, who is said to the proponent of the great school of 
Hindu philosophy known as Shankya Shastra, was the brother-in-law of sage Vashistha, 
being the brother of his wife Arundhati, and the only son of sage Kardama and his wife 
Devahuti. He taught even his mother spiritual wisdom in Bhagavata, and hence this part 
of this scripture is called ‘Kapil Gita’ in which the sage has expounded upon the 
philosophies of Sankhya Shastra, Ashtanga Yoga (the eight-fold path of Yoga) and 
Bhakti-yoga (the path of devotion for and submission to the Lord) (3/25-33). 

There are a number of legends associated with Vashistha. One such tale narrates 
how his all-wish fulfilling cow named Nandini was attempted to be stolen by king 
Vishvarath, the son of Gaadhi. The attempt failed miserably. This king was so determined 
and in awe of Vashistha’s mystical powers that had prevented him from acquiring this 
cow that he did severe Tapa (austerity and penance) to acquire similar powers. Thus, he 
became sage a great sage known as Vishwamitra. 

The Sharva Upanishad of Atharva Veda, in its verse no. 22 stresses the greatness 
of Lord Shiva known as Maheshwar by saying that even such great sage as Vashistha had 
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praised and prayed to the Lord, implying that if Vashistha had worshipped Shiva then the 
latter must surely be a great Lord. 


(27) Sage Bharadwaj— Sage Bharadwaj is regarded as one of the seven celestial sages 
known as Sapta Rishis. Ironically, we find many ancient sages with this name, and 
therefore it is clear that this word was used more as a surname or title rather than the 
name of an individual sage or seer. Bharadwaj is regarded as a Vedis sage after whom a 
lineage of sages and seers of the highest order was established. His disciples assumed 
their teacher’s name as their title, and came to be kown as Bharadwajs. 

Sage Bharadwaj Baarhasptya is the seer of several hymns of the Rig Veda, 
Mandal no. 6. He is the son of Brihaspati, the moral preceptor of the Gods. He was the 
father of Dronacharya of the Mahabharata who has taught Arjun the science of archery. 

The epic Ramayana mentions one Bharadwaj who was the disciple of sage 
Valmiki and lived near the banks of river Ganges in Prayag, the pilgrim city known as 
Allahabad in modern India. It was at his advice that Lord Ram styed at Chitrakoot during 
the first phase of his forest exile. 

Sage Bharadwaj is credited with two great works—viz. Bharadwaj Shrauta-Sutras 
consiting of ten sections, and Bharadwaj Griha-Sutras. 

The profound philosophy pertaining to the divine nature of Lord Ram and him 
being the Tarak Brahm himself personified is preached to sage Bharadwaj by sage 
Yagyavalkya in Ram Uttar Tapini Upnishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto nos. 2-3. 


(29) Sage Valmiki—He is well known for his classical work known as the Ramayana, 
which is his magnum opus. He is also credited with penning Advhut Ramayan in which 
Sita had assumed the form of Maha Kali to kill the Ravana with a thousand heads. 

Valmiki is said to be the son of sage Pracheta who is said to be the son of Varun, 
the Water God. He is also said to be one of the Prajaapatis—the ancient patriarchs of this 
world. 

According to Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 57-58 he 
was a Brahmin by birth but became a robber and adopted their means of livelihood 
because he was brought up by robbers. Once the seven celestial sages known as the 
Sapta-Rishis went through the forest where he lived, and Valmiki accosted them. When 
asked by the sages why he robbed others, Valmiki replied that he did it to feed his family 
and other dependants. The sages advised him that they would not share the consequences 
of sins that he is committing for them. To test the correctness of this advice, Valmiki tied 
them to a tree and went to his house to ask his kith and kin if they would share any 
misfortune that might befall upon him. When they replied that they are only concerned 
with what loot he brings home, Valmiki’s eyes of wisdom opened instantaneously. He 
rushed back to the sages, untied them and fell at their feet seeking forgiveness. He asked 
them to show him the path by which he can seek redemption and salvation for himself. 
The sages then advised him to do Japa (repetition) with Lord Ram’s holy Name ‘RAM’. 
Valmiki said that he was so sinful that it is not possible for him to utter the Lord’s holy 
Name. At this, the sages thought over the matter and told him to repeat the name in the 
reverse order—as ‘MARA’. When this word MARA is repeated it becomes RAM. This 
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trick worked fine for Valmiki, and he immediately sat down to do Tapa (severe form of 
penance) and meditated on the name of the Lord in the reverse order. He became so 
immobile and lost in contemplation that a mound of anthill formed around his body. It so 
happened that when the sages returned to the same place during their return journey, they 
saw him in this condition. They poured consecrated water on him and revived him. It was 
then that they gave him a new name ‘Valmiki’, which means ‘one who has emerged from 
an anthill’. This story is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, 6/57-58. 

He established a hermitage on the banks of river Tamsa and lived there. Lord 
Ram went to meet him during his outward journey to the forest, and it was in the sage’s 
hermitage that Sita lived and her two sons Lav and Kush were born when she was sent to 
exile by Ram during the final days of the Lord’s days on earth as a prelude to his winding 
up his worldly ‘Leela’ or deeds and ascending to the heaven as Lord Vishnu. 

One day Valmiki saw a hunter shoot down a male bird and heard the wailings of 
his companion, the female bird. He cursed the hunter in a verse that came out of his 
mouth in a poetic style called the Anushtup Chand (metre). Never before had Valmiki 
ever composed any verse, so he was astonished at this development. Then Brahma the 
creator appeared before him and ordered him to compose the epic Ramayan for which the 
basic story was provided to him by sage Narad. 

The genesis of the story of Ramayan is this—Once the celestial sage Narad came 
to his hermitage (called an Ashram) on the behest of Brahma. Valmiki asked him if there 
was anyone living in this creation who embodied all the 16 Kalaas (qualities) that the 
Supreme Being is known to possess. Then Narad told him about Lord Ram. This is how 
the grand and magnificent story of the Ramayan was revealed. 


(30) Sage Veda Vyas— Veda Vyas was the great grandson of sage Vashistha, grandson 
of sage Shakti, and the son of sage Paraashar and his wife Satyavati, a fisherwoman. 
Since he had dark complexion, he was also called Krishna, and since he was born on an 
island, he was called Dvaipayaana. Hence his other name was Krishna Dvaipayaana. 

He is said to be an incarnation of Lord Vishnu himself. The Lord felt that the vast 
knowledge enshrined in the scriptures were so huge, jumbled up, abstract and 
complicated that they were beyond the reach of ordinary mortals. Further, till this time, 
everything was based on memory—hearing and speaking, passing from one generation of 
disciple to another generation in the oral form. There was a need to sort them out, to 
codify, systematise and classify this vast ocean of knowledge contained in the Vedas to 
make them more useful and handy. 

So, Vishnu took the form of Veda Vyas to undertake this mammoth, daunting and 
formidable task. It is believed that Veda Vyas was born at the end of Dwapar Yug during 
the period of the Mahabharat war. 

Soon after his birth, he took permission from his mother Satyawati and went to 
Badrinath in the Himalayas to do severe penances and austerities (Tapa), and he 
established his hermitage there. Hence, he was also called “Badaraayana’. 

Veda Vyas gathered all the Mantras of the hitherto undivided Vedas, edited them 
and grouped them according to the use to which they were put during fire sacrifices. He 
named them according to the class or section of the priests (called Ritwij) who would use 
them for their ritualistic practices, such as the fire sacrifices. This added another epithet 
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to his name—viz. ‘Vyas’, the one who knew the Vedas like the back of his hands and 
was therefore able to classify and divide them into four distinct texts as they now exist; 
the one who is the best preacher of the subject and made it easy for dissemination and 
teaching purposes. He classified the Vedas into four basic texts called the Rik, the 
Atharva, the Sam and the Yajur Vedas. 

The four classes of such expert priests and the relevant Vedas were—(i) ‘Riks’— 
they were also the senior most priests who presided over the ritual, and were also called 
Hota. They chanted the hymns of the Rig Veda. (11) “Yajus’—these priests were junior to 
the Riks and were also called Adhwaryou, and they chanted the verse categorised as the 
Yajur Veda. (iii) “Samans’—these priests were the chanters of the holy hymns in 
chorous, in a loud, clear and melodious voice. They can be called modern day classical 
singers who attend any great function or festivity. They were also called Udgata. The 
Sam Veda was meant for them. (iv) ‘Atarvans’—these priests did the actual, physical 
offerings of oblations in the fire pit of the fire sacrifice. They were called Brahma 
because they represented the senior most God, and the hymns used by them were 
classified and collected under the name of the Atharva Veda. So, as we have seen, the 
basic function of this classification was to facilitate the performance of the fire sacrifice. 

But this exercise did not give peace of mind to Veda Vyas. His soul was yearning 
for something higher than these futile ritualistic exercises. So, as a next step, he further 
classified the Vedas into various Sanhitas, the Brahamans, the Aranyakas and the 
Upanishads. 

The result of this tireless exercise produced a much vaster tome of spiritual, 
philosophical and metaphysical literature so much so that Veda Vyas thought it necessary 
and fit to write the basic tenets and maxims of the Vedas into a single volume for quick 
referral. This was called ‘Vedant Sutra’, literally, the key to the Vedas. 

The concept of the Vedas was still indigestible and daunting for the masses. So, 
he rendered the precepts palatable and within the grasp of the common man by resorting 
to the time-tested and more acceptable method of the story-telling form by writing the 
eighteen Purans and the eighteen sub-Prans—a stupendous literary achievement of 
mammoth proportions. 

He had also penned the epic Mahabharat besides these eighteen Purans and 
eighteen sub-Purans. It is said that Ganesh, the most revered and wise son of Shiva who 
has the head of an elephant, was the scribe who wrote down the dictation of Mahabharat 
as Veda Vyas narrated it non-stop, a job which is not a child’s play. It is also believed 
that inspite of remaining a chaste saint for life, he had begot the three legendary figures 
of Mahabharat, viz. Dhritraastra, Pandu and Vidur, from the wives of Vichitravirya at the 
behest of his mother Satyavati. He gave divine sight to Sanjay, the charioteer who 
narrated the on going famous battle of the Mahabharat to Dhritraastra who was blind. 
Being a contemporary sage of the Mahabharat period, he knew almost all the persons of 
this great epic. 

During the reign of Kurus, he was revered by both the Kurus as well as their arch 
rivals, the Pandavas. Both the heroes of the epic Mahabharat war held him in high 
esteem. When he decided to write the story of Mahabharat—the documentary narration 
of the epic story of clan-fight and the devastating war that followed it—he chose Lord 
Ganesh as his scribe; Veda Vyas had dictated while Ganesh had written the epic. It is said 
that the site where the epic Mahabharat was written is called “Vyas Gufa’ (Vyas' cave) 
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located near Bharoach while the place where he did his final Tapa is called Vyas Ashram 
located in the village of Mana two miles from the shrine of Badrinath in the Himalayas. 
His hermitage during the epic Mahabharat war was located in a village about ten miles 
north of the city of Ambala in Haryana state. River Saraswati flows nearby. This place is 
also famous as Vyas Ashram. 

Time flew by, but still Veda Vyas did not get peace at heart. Once, while he sat 
near river Saraswati, full of remorse, unsatisfied and contrite, sage Narad came to him 
and advised him to write Srimad Bhagwat containing 18000 Slokas. This voluminous 
work gave him his final peace, so it is said. 

His Guru was sage Yagyavalkya. His son was sage Shukdeo, the parrot saint. 
Veda Vyas chose five chief disciples who were initiated by him in the four Vedas and 
Purans. They were as follows—(a) He taught Rig Veda to his disciple named Paila; (b) 
Yajur Veda to his disciple Vaishampaayana; (c) Sam Veda to his disciple Jaimini; (d) 
Atharva Veda to his disciple Sumanthu; and (e) the Purans to his disciple Ramharshan. 

It is believed that sage Veda Vyas still lives, albeit in an invisible, intangible and 
subtle form in the shape of the vast repertoire of spiritual, philosophical and metaphysical 
literature that he has created for humankind, something which is not possible for any 
ordinary human being. These fortify the legend that he was an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu and not an ordinary human being, a fact that is extensively covered in Vishnu 
Puran 3.3. 


Summary of His Works :— 

Sage Veda Vyas classified the Vedas into four volumes—Rig, Yajur, Sam, and 
Atharva. Each of the four Vedas had various Sanhitas, Braahmans, Aaranyakas and sub- 
Vedas. 

(a) The Rig Veda—The word Veda is derived from the root ‘vid’ meaning ‘to 
know; to be enlightened; to be aware and learned’. Therefore, the Vedas represent the 
vast body of esoteric and sacred knowledge concerning eternal spiritual values and 
metaphysical matters regarding the Absolute Truth and Reality of creation. They were 
revealed to great sages and seers during their meditation and contemplation sessions. The 
Vedas are the highest canonical literature in Hinduism. As to the rough date of their 
revelation, a consensus amongst scholars is that it is roughly the period between 10000 
and 1000 B.C. 

The Vedas are called ‘Srutis’ because they were orally transmitted and were 
‘heard’ from one generation to another. Fundamentally, the Vedas honour the divine 
forces of Nature which govern all aspects of life in this creation by personifying them as 
deities or Gods who were offered respect in the form of offerings made during the fire 
sacrifice which was deemed to be the best and the most sacred form of religious activity 
since early times. That is why the hymns of the Vedas—which were initially one 
composite mass of verses—were divided into four divisions according to the convenience 
and use they were put to by the priests who performed these elaborate fire sacrifices. 

Hence, the liturgical hymns used by the priest called the ‘Hota’ to invite the 
various deities to the sacrifice became the Rig Veda. Those hymns used by the pries 
called the ‘Adhvaryu’ who was the chief executor of sacrificial rites were brought 
together as the Yajur Veda. A collection of all the hymns that were musical chants that 
could be sung and had melodious intonations were grouped under the Sam Veda. These 
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musical intonations were used during special fire sacrifices called the Soma Yagya where 
the extract of the Soma plant was used as offerings to the sacred fire. The priests that 
performed this sacrifice were called “‘Udgaatar’. The rest of the hymns, which were like 
the appendix and addenda, were collated in to the Atharva Veda, and the priests who used 
them were called the Brahma. They were the senior priests who presided over the whole 
sacrificial ritual. 

It was sage Veda Vyas, known as Krishna Dvaipaayana Vyas, who divided the 
Vedas into four types, and taught them to his four chief disciples—Paila was taught Rig 
Veda, Vaishampaayana was taught the Yajur Veda, Jaimini was taught the Sam Veda, 
and Sumantu was taught the Atharva Veda. 

The Vedas are classified into two sections—Mantras and Braahmans. The 
collection of Mantra is called the Sanhita. The Braahman have two more divisions—viz. 
the Aranyaka and the Upanishad. The Sanhita is a pure collection of hymns in poetical 
style of composition while the Braahman is a liturgy in prose format. The Aranayaka may 
be described as basically symbolical interpretations of the liturgical rites included in the 
hymns and they are based on meditation and contemplation. The Upanishads are 
metaphysical discussions and philosophical treatises on the esoteric and mystical 
meaning of the Vedic hymns, and they deal with the practical problems of life vis-a-vis 
the different tenets and various doctrines that form the integral part of the Vedic canons. 

Taken in their purest form, the Vedas refer to the Sanhitas—the collection of 
hymns. The Brahmans are considered as appendages. This is probably because the main 
use of the Vedas in earlier times were fire sacrifices and it was not until later period that 
emphasis was laid on their utility and importance from the philosophical angle and the 
practical application to answer the problems of life and the final way to get rid of them. 

Since Veda Vyas had four disciples and each of them had their own line of 
disciples, it is natural that the Sanhitas got edited and readjusted down the line. It is also 
due to the fact that they were transmitted orally, with no written standard text. So the 
chances of edition, readjustment, distortion, insertion, interpolation and unilateral 
changes, minor and major, in the origin body of Vedas was inevitable. The influence of 
local customs and circumstances over the thousands of years that the Vedas survived also 
had a great deal of role to play. 

The Vedas are said to be not man-made but revealed texts, and therefore called 
‘A-paurushya’. Their language and terminology is difficult to comprehend, and hence 
many subsidiary texts called the Up-vedas came into existence. These are called 
Vedangas or limbs of the Vedas. They are the following—Shiksha (deals with learning 
the hymns and how to chant them), Vyaakarana (grammar), Chandas (poetical styles of 
composition), Nirukta (meaning and explanation of Vedic texts), Jyotisha (astrology and 
astronomy) and Kalpa (formula or aphorisms called the Sutra). The Kalpa has 4 
branches—viz. Shrauta, Grihya, Dharma and Shulba. This deals with all sacrificial rites 
and even those that are done at home by an individual householder. 

The Rig Veda is the oldest Veda revealed over a long period of time (10000-4000 
B. C.). Hence there is a variety of languages, grammar, ideas and compositions styles 
noted in this Veda. Two methods are used to divide this Veda. In the first method, the 
Sanhita is divided into eight Ashtakas, and the latter is divided into Adhyayas, the latter 
into Vargas, and the latter contains the Mantras. The number of Adhyayas in each 
Ashtaka, the number of Vargas in each Adhyaye, and the number of Mantras in each 
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Varga is more or less the same. Therefore, there are total of 8 Ashtakas, 64 Adhyayas, 
2024 Vargas, and 10552 Mantras. 

The other method is that the entire Sanhita is divided into ten Mandals or sections 
or divisions or chapters. These Mandals are then divided into Anuvakas, the latter into 
Shuktas, and these Shuktas into Mantras. The number of Anuvakas is 85, and the Shuktas 
are 1028. The total number of Mantras are however the same as stated above—i.e. 10552. 
This latter method is now accepted as the norm. 

The Rig Veda originally had twenty-four branches out of which only five exist 
today. These are Shaakal, Baashkal, Aashwalaayan, Shaakhaayan, and Mandukeya. 

The Brahmanas of the Rig Veda are—Aitareya and Kaushitaki. 

The Rig Veda had Artha-Veda as its sub-Veda. It deals primarily with economics, 
politics and other aspects of life. 

The Aaranyakas of the Rig Veda are the following Aitareya and Shaankhaayan. 

The Rig Veda has ten Upanishads—such as Aitareyaopanishad, Kaushitaki 
Upanishad etc. 

The topics dealt with in the Rig Veda fall roughly into three broad categories. The 
first deals with worship of personified forces of Nature as deities such as Agni (fire), 
Varun (water), Indra (the king of Gods and the controlling deity of rains) etc. The second 
topic deals with philosophy of creation and the real nature of human life. The third topic 
deals with mundane subjects like marriage, wars, the virtues of generosity and 
magnanimity etc. 

There are said to be a long chain of sages and seers belonging to the Rig Veda 
tradition, and according to some estimates their number is 800. 

Basically, the Rig Veda deities are 33 in number—viz. the 8 Vasus, the 11 
Rudras, the 12 Adityas, Indra and Prajapati. [Refer Narayan Upanishad, Verse no. | of 
Krishna Yajur Veda tradition. ] 

The priests who used the hymns of the Rig Veda during fire sacrifices were called 
‘Hota’. 

(b) The Yajur Veda—The word ‘Yajus’ means a liturgy of hymns chanted during 
the fire sacrifice. The Yajur Veda has been classified into Krishna and Shukla branches. 
It would be pertinent and interesting to add a brief note here on why the Yajur Veda has 
come to be known as Krishna and Shukla, meaning ‘black’ and ‘white’ respectively. The 
Yajur Veda Sanhita (a collection of Mantras or hymns) is classified into these two types 
for a variety of reasons. On of the probable reasons for this Yajur Veda having two 
names is that the collection in the Sanhita that came to be known as ‘Krishna’ had a 
mixture of prose and poetry, and hence considered ‘impure and corrupted’. This is 
because primarily the Vedas were composed in poetry form with the verses structured 
according to one or the other methods of poetical composition called ‘Chandas’. Prose as 
style of composition came later on and was regarded as an interpolation, interposition or 
juxtaposition which is all tantamount to corrupting the original method. Hence, that text 
which had both the poetry and prose was deemed to be ‘corrupted and impure form of the 
Vedic text’, and therefore called ‘Krishna’—the dark one. On the other hand, the Sanhita 
which had only poetry was considered un-adulterated and pure form of the Vedic text, 
and hence called ‘Shukla’ or the white one, the colour ‘white’ being the colour of purity, 
immaculacy, divinity and holiness. 
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Since the primary use of the hymns of the Vedas in earlier times was for 
incantatory chanting during religious fire sacrifices, the poetical mode of composition 
was more suitable than the prose model. That is why these hymns were composed in 
‘Chandas’ which are the different styles in which Sanskrit verses are composed. Later on, 
when these verses were also being used for purposes other than the fire sacrifices, the 
prose model evolved and developed. The Upanishads are mainly in the prose model 
because they are philosophical treatises and not ritualistic incantatory chanting. 

Another plausible reason is that the verses of the Krishna Yajur Veda are more 
difficult to understand than those of the Shukla Yajur Veda. Hence, the former were 
called ‘dark’ or Krishna because of the difficulty in their comprehension and explanation 
as compared to the more easier ones classified as ‘white’ or Shukla. The Krishna Yajur 
Veda Sanhita was more prevalent in the south of India while the Shukla was more 
common in the north of the country. 

The third reason is that the original classifier of Vedas was ‘Krishna Dvaipaayana 
Veda Vyas’ who taught the text of the Yajur Veda to his disciple called Vaishampaayana. 
Hence, the original version of the text was named ‘Krishna’ in order to commemorate 
this fact. 

There is a fourth probable reason as outlined here. The chief exponent of the 
Yajur Veda is regarded as the ancient sage Yagyavalkya. He was one of the several 
disciples of sage Vaishampayana. Once the teacher asked his disciples to perform the 
‘Brahmavadhya’ sacrifice (a type of elaborate penance) for him. Yagyavalkya was so 
confident of himself, his knowledge and competency that he offered to do it all by 
himself for his teacher. The teacher thought that he was haughty and boastful. So, 
disowning or disinheriting him from his line of disciples, he commanded that 
Yagyavalkya should return all that he had learnt from his teacher. The sage returned all 
the Mantras of the Yajur Veda that he had learnt from his teacher by ‘vomiting’ them out. 
The rest of the disciples were very cunning; they transformed themselves immediately 
into partridges, called Tittars, and gobbled up everything. From that developed the 
Krishna Yajur Veda’s Taittriya branch. It is called ‘Krishna’ after the teacher and 
‘Taitteriya’ after the partridges. Also, since they were ‘vomited products’ they were 
regarded as polluted and impure. Such body of knowledge came to be known as 
‘Krishna’—the impure one. 

Now, not to be demoralized so easily and determined to get back his lost 
knowledge and wisdom, Yagyavalkya worshipped the Sun God who blessed him with a 
fresh set of Mantras of the Yajur Veda. Since it came from a ‘bright source’ represented 
by the sun, this set of Mantras was called the ‘Shukla Yajur Veda’. [The word ‘Shukla’ 
means ‘bright or light or illuminated’.] The sage revised this into fifteen sub-texts, called 
the Vaaj-sanei, i.e. those belonging to the horse race. This is because the Sun God had 
assumed the form of a ‘horse’ to teach him, and the word ‘Vaajis’ means a horse. The 
sage revised this into fifteen sub-texts, called the Vaaj-sanei, i.e. those belonging to the 
horse race. This is because the Sun God had assumed the form of a ‘horse’ to teach him, 
and the word ‘Vaajis’ means a horse. The teaching was done in the form of the cosmic 
neighing. This form of the Sun God came to be worshipped as ‘Hayagriva’, the Lord with 
the neck of a horse. An entire Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition is named after this 
God, and it is called “Hayagriva Upanishad’. It is the 29" Upanishad of this Veda. 
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Yagyavalkya had fifteen disciples (e.g. Kaanva, Maadhyandin etc.) who mastered 
one each of these fifteen sub-text created by Yagyavalkya. [Vishnu Puran, 3-5; Vayu 
Puran, 60-1.] The list of sages and seers who excelled in the Shukla Yajur Veda branch 
has been given in Brihad-Aaranyaka Upanishad, Canto 2, Brahmin 6, and Canto 4, 
Brahmin 6. 

The Yajur Veda is divided into two major types—viz. the Shukla (white) and 
Krishna (black or dark). The Krishna Yajur Veda has only four branches existing at 
present out of the earlier eighty-five—Taitiriya, Maitraayani, Katha, and Kapisthal. Its 
Brahman is known as Taitiritya Brahman. The Shukla Yajur Veda, also known as the 
Vaajsaneyi Sanhita, originally had seventeen branches, but now only following two 
branches exist—Kaanva and Maadhyandeen. Its Brahman is known as Shatpath 
Brahman. 

The sub-Veda of the Yajur Veda is known as Dhanur-Veda which deals with the 
science of archery and warfare. 

The Aaranyakas of the Yajur Veda are—Taititritya (of the Krishna Yajur Veda) 
and Brihad-aaranyak (of the Shukla Yajur Veda). 

There are 19 principal Upanishads of the Shukla Yajur Veda, and 32 principal 
Upanishads of the Krishna Yajur Veda—such as Taitiriiya, Swetaasvatar, Katha, 
Brihdaaranakya, Maitri, Ishavasya Upanishads etc. 

The priests who used the hymns of the Yajur Veda during fire sacrifices were 
called “Yajus’ or ‘Adhwaryu’. 

(c) The Sam Veda—The Sam Veda is basically musical chanting of hymns, and it 
is basically the hymns of the Rig Veda set to music. All such Mantras of the Rig Veda 
which were useful for singing purposes by the Udgata priest have been brought together 
as Sam Veda. 

The Sam Veda has only three branches available now out of the total of one 
thousand that originally existed. These three branches are the following—Kauthum, 
Jaiminiiya, and Raanaayaniya. 

The Sam Veda is divided into two parts—Aarcikaa, and Uttaraarchika. The 
former contains 585 Mantras and the latter 964 Mantras, bringing the total number of 
Mantras to 1549. Out of these, it is believed that 1474 Mantras are taken from the Rig 
Veda Sanhita and only 75 are original to the Sam Veda. Then, about 272 Mantras have 
been repeated twice. If these repetitions are taken into account, then the total number of 
Mantras becomes 1549 + 272 = 1821. 

Since these hymns are meant to be sung melodiously, they have been set to 
musical meters and notes. Thus, they have 7 musical scales called the Swars which 
correspond to the seven meters of classical music. These are Saa, Re, Gaa, Maa, Pa, Dha, 
Ni. 

The sub-Veda of the Sam Veda is known as Gandharva-Veda and it deals with the 
art and science of classical entertainment which involves music, song, drama, theatre, 
acting, deception etc. 

The Sam Veda has nine Brahmans. Out of them, the Taandya Mahaa Braahman is 
the largest and the most important. The others are Aarsheya, Devtaa-dhyaaya, Praudha, 
Shadh-vimansh, Saam-vidhaan, Sam-hito-panishad, Talwakaar, and Vansha. 

Only one Aaranyaka is known now, and it is called Jaiminiya or Talwakaar 
Aaranyaka. 
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There are 16 Upanishads in the Sam Veda—such as Kena Upanishad, Chandogya 
Upanishads etc. 

The priests who used the hymns of the Sam Veda during fire sacrifices were 
called ‘Saamans’ or ‘Udgaata’. 

(d) The Atharva Veda—The Atharva Veda is also known as Brahma Veda since it 
is assigned to the Brahma priest during the fire sacrifice. The Atharva Veda Sanhita deals 
with more mundane things of life as compared to the Rig Veda. 

The composition style is more sophisticated as compared to the earlier Vedas, and 
therefore modern scholars conclude that the Atharva Veda is of later period origin. 

The Atharva Veda had nine Shakhas (branches) in earlier times, but only two are 
available now—viz. the Pippalaad and Shaunak. 

The Atharva Veda Sanhita is divided into 4 books called the Prapaathakas 
comprising 20 chapters or Kandas. Each Kanda is divided into hymns or Shuktas, and the 
latter into individual verses or Mantras. There are a total of 4 Prapaathakas (books), 20 
Kandas (chapters), 736 Shuktas (hymns) and 6077 Mantras (verses). The last Kanda, i.e. 
the 20th is borrowed heavily from the Rig Veda Sanhita. 

The sub-Veda of the Atharva Veda is known as Ayurveda, and it deals with 
medicinal herbs and the science of healing. 

Its Brahman is Gopath Brahman. 

No Aaranyaka of this Veda has come to light so far, and only one Brahman is 
known—and it is the Gopath Brahman. 

A major part of the Atharva Veda is concerned with the rituals of the fire sacrifice 
that can alleviate diseases, foster longer life, fulfill one’s desires and aspirations, bring 
favourable environment for construction of buildings etc., matters such as economy, 
trade, commerce, agriculture, statecraft, penances, repentance, austerities, black magic 
rituals such as Tantric and other occult practices. But that does not mean that this Veda is 
devoid of metaphysical and spiritual philosophy as it contains 31 Upanishads—such as 
Mundak, Mandukya, Prashna Upanishads etc. 

The priests who used the hymns of the Atharva Veda during fire sacrifices were 
called ‘Atharvans’ or ‘Braahmans’. 

The Vedas—The metaphysical relevance and significance of the Vedas have been 
explained in the Atharva Veda’s Nrisingh Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 2; Canto 4, verse 
no. 9-10, and Canto 5, verse no. 9. 

The Sita Upanishad, verse nos. 21-33 of the Atharva Veda tradition narrates how 
the four Vedas came into existence along their branches and other sciptures associated 
with them. 

The Krishna Yajur Veda’s Suk-rahasya Upanishad, verse no. 3 alludes to the fact 
that sage Veda Vyas was a classifier of the Vedas and had a thorough knowledge of these 
sacred texts by saying that he ‘was an embodiment or a personification of the Vedas’. 

Sage Veda Vyas also wrote the 78 Purans as follows—Brahm, Padma, Vishnu, 
Vaayu, Bhaagwat, Naarad, Maarkandey, Agni, Bhavishya, Brahma-vaivarta, Linga, 
Varaaha, Skanda, Vaaman, Kurma, Matsya, Garuda, Brahmaa-nand Purans. 

His other contributions to spiritual literature include—Mahaa-bhaarat, Srimad 
Bhaagwat, Vedant Sutra, Vyas Smriti and Laghu Vyas Sanhita. 
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(31) Sage Kaagbhusund— He was a great devotee of Lord Ram in the form of a crow. 
His life is presented in the epic Ramcharit Manas written by the great poet-sage Goswami 
Tulsidas, in its 7" Kanda (Chapter), from Doha no. 105 to 125. 

Earlier in his previous lives he was a human being. He used to stay in Ayodhya, 
the capital city of Lord Ram and was a great devotee of the Lord. But time became 
unfavourable for him and due to misfortunes that befell him he went to Ujjain, a famous 
pilgrim site. There he used to worship Lord Shiva and was given the Lord’s Mantra by 
some Brahmin. Bhusund used to repeat this Mantra of Lord Shiva in a temple. Once, the 
Guru summoned him and advised that the reward of worshipping Lord Shiva is to have 
steady and unflinching devotion for Lord Ram, the incarnation of Lord Vishnu. This did 
not go down well with Bhusund who thought that the Guru is misleading him and causing 
an insult to Shiva. So, once when his Guru arrived in the temple where Bhusund was 
meditating upon Shiva with the relevant Mantra, he did not show due respect to the Guru. 
This audacity and irreverence annoyed Lord Shiva and he cursed him to go to the worst 
type of hell and be born as a reptile (a serpent). The merciful Guru intervened on behalf 
of Bhusund and pleaded with Shiva to forgive him. At his intercession, Shiva blessed 
Bhusund that though he would have to be born as low forms of life to suffer for his 
misdeed, he would always be wise and enlightened amongst all such life forms; Gyan 
would always stand him in good stead, and as a result he would be elevated to a higher 
birth each time he was born again to progress rapidly in the evolutionary hierarchy to 
finally become a human once again. As a human he would become a Brahmin, the 
highest stature in this form. 

As a result of this incident Bhusund became a serpent, and subsequently had to 
take birth in many low life forms. Finally he became a Brahmin. He was so much 
inherently devoted to Lord Ram that even as a child he used to enact incidents from the 
Lord’s life on earth. The learned father’s repeated attempts to teach him in the traditional 
method of education that was in vogue for learned Brahmins failed to enthuse the child 
Bhusund, and when the parents died he went to the forest as a mendicant. He roamed in 
the numerous hermitages of sages and seers, seeking knowledge of devotion for the Lord 
because he was charged with a strong longing to find his Lord Ram. By and by, he came 
to the hermitage of sage Lomas who used to live on the top of Mt. Meru. The sage, like 
sO many previous sages, attempted to teach metaphysics and philosophy to the young 
Bhusund, but again the latter had scant attention for such things. While sage Lomus 
persistently espoused the cause of formless Divinity or the Nirguna Brahm, Bhusund 
persisted with his quest for the formed or Saguna Divinity in the person of Lord Ram, the 
form which was very dear and close to his heart. His persistence peeved the sage and he 
cursed him to be born as a crow, the scavenging bird. Bhusund took this not as a curse 
but as a blessing of his Lord Ram. The sage too repented at his anger and was very 
moved by the innocence of Bhusund. He relented and reassured Bhusund that though he 
would have to become a crow as result of the curse but he would be the wisest bird in 
creation. The sage gave him the Mantra of Lord Ram. He kept Bhusund in his hermitage 
for some time and taught him the story of Ram, called the Ramayan. The sage divulged 
the secret that this divine story was revealed to him by Lord Shiva himself. He also 
blessed Bhusund that he would live as long as he wished, and death would not affect him; 
he would die only when he wished. The hermitage where Bhusund would establish 
himself would be glorified and no ignorance would ever come within one Yojan (roughly 
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equal to 8 or 16 miles according to different measures) of it. Immediately there was a 
voice from the heaven which endorsed the sage’s blessing and confirmed that Bhusund 
was indeed a great devotee of the Lord. 

Then Bhusund went to Mt. Neel in the northern Himalayan ranges and established 
his hermitage there. It is here that once Garud, the legendary vehicle of Lord Vishnu, had 
gone for enlightenment on the advice of none other but Lord Shiva himself when he was 
overcome with delusions about the true nature of Lord Ram. At that time, Bhusund had 
already spent seven hundred and twenty Kalpas' worshipping and meditating upon Lord 
Ram. Whenever Lord Ram took birth as a human in each Treta Yug of the celestial cycle 
of four Yugs, Bhusund would go and visit the Lord to play with the child Ram. 

The Brahmans 1-6 of the Brihajjabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition is 
revealed as a result of sage Bhusund asking Lord Kalagnirudra (one of the divine forms 
of Lord Shiva) about the secrets of the sacred ash called Bhasma, and about the 
knowledge that would give Mukti or spiritual liberation and deliverance to the creature. 

[Note—'1 Kalpa is equivalent to 1 day in the creator Brahma’s total life span of 100 
years. Each Kalpa consists of 1000 four-Yug cycles, called the ‘Chatur Yugs’. The 
visible creation’s one life-span consisting of this four-Yog cycle called the ‘Chatur Yugs’ 
is this one day of Brahma. At the end of this Chatur Yug, there would be dissolution or 
the so-called ‘dooms-day’ when everything would be submerged in water. Then the next 
phase of life consisting of the next four-Yug cycle would start.] 


(32) Sage Narad— The celestial sage Narad is said to be a manifestation of the Supreme 
Being’s Mana (mind and its thoughts, intentions, hopes, desires and wishes, as well as the 
heart and its emotions and sentiments). The Supreme Being implements his wishes and 
expresses his intentions and wishes by making Narad his spokesperson. Purans list 
uncountable instances when Narad has approached people—both the good and righteous 
as well as the demonic and unrighteous ones—to tell them the path best suited to them, 
and the wise ones treated this advise as the Lord’s wish while the unwise ones still 
benefited from it because Narad’s intention was always to turn a living being away from 
his sinful ways and lead him towards the good. 

Since he is a personified Mana, he is as fickle, unstable and transient as the 
Mana—never staying at one place for more than a fleeting moment, always roaming here 
and there in the entire creation, having nothing to stop his path as he could go anywhere 
he wished. And the remarkable thing is that he was never unwelcome anywhere—even 
the demons welcomed him with the same respect as did the Gods. 

It is believed that he is born in each Kalpa to carry out the wishes of the Supreme 
Being. [1 Kalpa is equivalent to 4.32 billion human years.] He was a Gandharva (a semi- 
God who is a celestial musician) named Upbarhan in the previous Kalpa. He was 
physically very charming and an expert musician. Once he showed his amorous 
intentions towards Urvashi, a celestial dancer, in the presence of Brahma the creator 
where he was supposed to show exemplary restraint, and this overt show of lust resulted 
in his being cursed by Brahma that he would become fallen and take birth in the mortal 
world as a Shudra (a low caste). So, he was born from a maid servant of low caste 
working as a devoted servant of a learned Brahmin. Under the constant companion of this 
great Brahmin, Narad developed noble and auspicious virtues in him even though he was 
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a mere child of five years. He was very modest, devoted, pious, noble hearted and 
diligent. 

Since he had the Lord’s genes in him, his inclinations were more inclined towards 
the Spirit than the worldly charms of material sense objects which he detested from 
childhood. As luck would have it, once some wondering mendicants came to spend the 
four-month period of the rainy season in the hermitage of this Brahmin. Narad served 
them with great devotion. Impressed by his service and having some inner vision of his 
high spiritual stature and the spark of divinity that was lying hidden in him waiting for an 
opportune moment to leap up and shine through, they blessed him, taught him meditation 
and contemplation, besides initiating the child into the path of the Lord. 

Thus, the dormant fire of renunciation and spiritual awareness was immediately 
ignited in Narad’s little heart and he wished to take to Sanyas (a renunciate’s life markds 
by constant wandering as a mendicant in search of the supreme bliss and Truth), but he 
did not wish to hurt his mother’s emotions. But the Lord had other plans for him, and 
soon his wish was fulfilled when his loving mother died of snake bite while milking a 
cow. Instead of grieving at such a loss in human terms, the child Narad felt happy as if 
the last fetter was broken and he was liberated form worldly obligations. 

He immediately headed north towards the mighty Himalaya Mountains to do 
severe Tapa (penance and austerity) to attain access to the Supreme Being. The little one 
walked on and on, and finally he was so tired and exhausted that when he saw a cool lake 
he drank water, ate fruits that he found there, and sat under the shadow of a tree and 
became lost in meditation. Lord Vishnu revealed himself in his four-arm form in his 
heart, but Narad was so thrilled and excited with this divine vision that he wished to see 
the Lord in practical terms with his physical eyes rather than the subtle eyes while he was 
in deep meditation. But as soon as he opened the eyes, the Lord vanished. Most sorry and 
overwhelmed with this loss, the child began to cry bitterly. Then a cosmic formless 
reverberating voice said—‘Oh son! Your penance is accepted, and I do love you. Though 
I bless you with an eternal life and that your memory of me would never be erased, but 
you would not be able to see me with physical eyes in this world. So go back to the world 
and carry out my divine mandate for me. Become my messenger and go preach the path 
of my devotion and holy name to this world so that other unfortunate creatures also can 
get liberation and deliverance from the fetters in which they have bound themselves with 
no one to show them an easy and practical way out of their predicaments. Go and preach 
my message to such people in every corner of the earth; go and preach my devotion and 
let them have faith in my holy name. Your salvation would come naturally and 
automatically to you as an unasked reward.’ 

Narad turned back with this divine mandate of the Lord to be carried out just like 
the great Apostles of Lord Jesus Christ had went, on the Lord’s instructions, to spread his 
message to the people on this earth. Henceforth, he wandered in the entire creation like a 
mendicant, with an Indian lute upon which he sang the Lord’s glories and his divine 
name, spreading the divine message of the Lord’s mercy, compassion, benevolence and 
love everywhere, attempting to turn everyone towards the Lord and away from this sinful 
and mortal world so that each individual creature could get his spiritual liberation and 
deliverance. Such are the ways of great and holy saints that instead of being selfish to 
seek his own liberation and deliverance from the Lord as the grant of a boon and letting 
the rest of the world go to hell, Narad chose to sacrifice his own life, liberation and 


675 


deliverance at the altar of larger good of creation and to fulfill the wish of the Lord. Of 
course there is another twist to this tale—the Lord does not select everyone to carry on 
his own divine agenda, and a soul who the Lord designates for this purpose is indeed the 
most favoured and lucky one—because the Emperor chooses only those upon whom he 
has utmost confidence to carry out his personal task. It is just like Jesus choosing his 
disciples and ordaining them the task of spreading his glorious Gospel of love and 
salvation. 

Therefore, Narad, the apostle of the Supreme Being, is the most loved disciple of 
the Lord, and it is evidenced by the fact that he is the only saint who has unrestricted 
access to the abode of the Trinity Gods (Lord Vishnu the sustainer and protector of 
creation, Brahma the creator and Shiva the concluder of this creation) besides every nook 
and corner of creation without hindrance and even without seeking any previous 
permission and appointment from anyone, be it a God or a Demon or anybody else. 
Narad’s visit was always for the host’s long term good, so he was always welcome and 
revered. 

When the time came and the age of the physical body ended, he left the mortal 
coil like a serpent leaves its cuticle and went to heaven to sing the Lord’s holy and divine 
name in the presence of Brahma, the old patriarch of creation. At the end of the Kalpa, at 
the time of Doomsday, he merged and became one with Brahma, the creator. 

When the new cycle of creation came into being, he was born again from the 
Mana (mind) of Brahma the creator after the Sankadi sages were born. That is why, in the 
present Kalpa, Narad is called the ‘Manas Putra’ of Brahma, i.e. the son born out of 
Braham’s mental powers or his wishes. With this heritage and gene running in his blood, 
it is natural that he is highly respected and regarded as one of the greatest devotees of 
Lord Vishnu who is the Supreme Being personified. It is from the navel of Lord Vishnu 
that Brahma, the creator of the visible world, was born atop a divine Lotus that emerged 
from it while he was reclining on the bed made of the coiled body of the legendary 
serpent named Seshnath who floated on the surface of the celestial ocean of milk called 
Kshirsagar. 

Narad preached renunciation of this material world and an extreme sense of faith 
in and complete devotion for Lord Hari (Narayan, Vishnu, the Supreme Being). But this 
was against the process of creation, because if everyone followed the path preached by 
Narad and renounced the material world then the process of propagation of the world and 
its inhabitant creatures along with its development would come to a naught. So, when 
Narad preached renunciation and detachment from this material world of sense objects 
that was mortal, transient and never a giver of peace and happiness to the ten thousand 
mental sons who were created by Daksha Prajapti (the first male from whom the rest of 
the human race was born and who was assigned the task by Brahma to propagate 
creation) in order to propagate this human race, Narad obviously annoyed him. These 
sons were preached by Narad and they all became mendicants, renouncing their 
attachment with this life and all charms of the material world along with the desire to 
enjoy it, gratify their sense organs and remain entangled in affairs of this world. Daksha 
Prajapti was exasperated and he created another set of ten thousand sons. But when 
Narad again played spoil-sport, Daksha cursed him that Narad would have to remain on 
the move always and he would not be able to stay at one place for more than two 
‘Gharis’. [1 Ghari = 24 minutes. In practice the term means a very short period of time; a 
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fleeting moment as small as batting an eyelid.] As a result of this curse, Narad became an 
ever-wandering mendicant. But this suited the divine mandate of the Lord—for now 
Narad was forced to keep on the move and reach newer corners of the worldly and 
celestial realm to preach the Lord’s message amongst the mortal creatures on earth and 
the Gods and Spirits in the heaven. 

It is believed that Narad is immortal and is symbolic of the stupendous powers of 
a man’s mind. The mind is ever-wandering like Narad, and the subtle message in the 
entire lore is that one should tame this restless mind and train it to turn away from this 
mortal engrossing material world and instead turn towards the Lord for finding 
permanent liberation and deliverance from this world. A wise mind would teach (preach) 
the aspirant about the futility of pursuing this artificial world, and instead seek ways of 
finding the Truth that gives eternity and brings to an end the endless litany of miseries 
and horrors, perplexities and confusions, restlessness and agitations that are invariably 
associated with un-truth, delusions and ignorance. 

Narad was the most erudite and scholarly devotee of the Lord. No other sage or 
saint could match him in his scholarly acumen and profundity of wisdom (ref. Chandogya 
Upanishad, Canto 7, section 1, verse no. 2). Narad is also credited with the composition 
of the great Sutra (formula or key) called ‘Narad Bhakti Sutra’ which defines the eclectic 
principles and characteristics of the spiritual practice called Bhakti which is to have a 
profound and exemplary degree of devotion for and surrender to the Supreme Being. 
Narad himself epitomizes Bhakti at its most refined and developed form. 

In Atharva Veda’s Narad Parivrajak Upanishad, sage Narad has taught an 
assembly of sages the grand philosophy as well as the eclectic tenets of Sanyas, the life of 
total renunciation, detachment and dispassion, leading to one’s spiritual liberation and 
deliverance. 

The Atharva Veda’s Hayagriva Upanishad has been revealed to sage Narad by 
Brahma the creator when the sage approached the latter with his quest for Brahm- Vidya, 
the knowledge of Brahm. 

In Garud Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, the creator Brahma has taught 
Narad the esoteric knowledge known as the ‘Garud Vidya’ which describes the secret 
Mantras pertaining to Garud, the divine mount of Lord Vishnu, as well as the Mantras 
which can help to counter the evil effects of all types of poisons arising from snake bites. 

It was sage Narad who had told Valmiki the story of the Lord Ram which the 
latter penned down in the form of the epic Ramayan by sage Valmiki. 


(33) Sage Vishwamitra—The word ‘Vishwamitra’ literally means a friend of the world. 
He is the Rishi (the wise and enlightened sage or seer who conceptualized and preached) 
of the entire 3 Mandal of the Rig Veda. 501 Richas (hymns) of this Mandal are directly 
attributed to him, and the rest to his disciples. 

Along with sages Vashistha and Valmiki, he is the most famous sage who played 
a pivotal role in the life of Lord Ram. It was Vishwamitra who had taken Lord Ram and 
Laxman to protect his fire sacrifice from being defiled by the demons. It was when Lord 
Ram went with him that he first encountered the demons, and had killed the demoness 
Tadka and the demon Subhahu while flinging the demon Marich far away into the middle 
of the ocean. Sage Gautam’s wife Ahilya was also liberated by the Lord during this trip 
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with Vishwamitra. The sage took the Lord and Laxman to the marriage ceremony of Sita 
where the Lord had broken the sturdy bow of Lord Shiva and married her. All the four 
brothers were married on the occasion. 

There is a famous story in Nadishukta (Rig Veda, 3/33) that he once prayed to 
rivers Vipaat and Shutudri (the modern rivers Beas and Sutlej of Punjab state of India) to 
part and give him a way when robbers were pursuing him. 

He has been mentioned as a great sage in a number of Vedic literature—e.g. 
Aitareya Aaranyaka, 2/2/1; Taittiriya Samhita, 2/2/1/2; Kaushitaki Brahman, 15/1; 
Panchavinsha Brahman, 14/3/12. 

In Rig Veda 1/24 there appears a story of Shunashshepa who was saved by sage 
Vishwamitra when he was about to be sacrificed in a Vedic sacrifice ritual. The sage 
adopted him as his son. 

He is said to be Kshatriya king as mentioned in Nirukta 2/24, and Panchavinsha 
Brahman 21/12/2. He is believed to have been the son of king Gaadhi of Chandravansha. 
His earlier name was Vishwarath. 

The Valmiki Ramayan describes some very interesting stories related to him in 
Baal Kand, Cantos 51-65 in which it is narrated that he had created a heaven for his 
patron king Trishanku, and his conflict with sage Vashistha and his ultimate elevation to 
the status of a Brahma-rishi, i.e. a sage who has acquired the highest stature which makes 
him equivalent to the stature of Brahm, the Supreme Being personified. 

He is counted amongst the seven great celestial Rishis or sages. The greatest 
contribution of sage Vishwamitra was his creating the famous Gayatri Mantra dedicated 
to the Sun God. It is regarded as the greatest Mantra ever conceptualized and preached in 
the entire pantheon of Mantras. 


(34) Sage Atri— Sage Atri is an ancient sage credited with the composition of the 5 
Mandal of the Rig Veda Samhita. His name appears in other places in the Rig Veda 
Samhita also (10/137/4 for instance). His disciples assumed his name as their surname 
and came to be known as Aatreyas. 

Sage Atri is classified as a ‘Maharishi’ because he was one of the senior and the 
most exalted sages of his time. He is listed as a member of the Sapta-rishis, the cluster of 
seven celestial sages. Therefore, according to mythology, he is also a member of the 
Sapta Rishi Mandal, or the cluster of seven stars known as the Great Bear. 

He is said to be one of the ten Manas-putras or mental born sons of the creator 
Brahma. Therefore, he was one of the Prajapatis or progenitors of mankind also. He is 
said to have given protection to the Sun God against the demon Svarbhaanu who caused 
the solar eclipse by composing a ‘fourth’ hymn against the curse of the eclipse, the other 
three being the usual liturgy of prayers offered during the eclipse to save the Sun God 
from this curse. He is said to be chief priest of the five ancient tribes of Vedic period 
settlers called the Panch-janas. When he was tortured by the demons, he was rescued by 
the Ashwini-kumars. 

Atri’s wife was the famous hermitress named Anusuiya (meaning one who has no 
jealousy against anyone). She was the daughter of Kardama Prajapati and a stellar 
instance of chastity and virtuousness as a wife and a hermitress. According to 
mythological accounts, sage Atri and his chaste wife Anusuyia were childless, and having 
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a desire to have a son they prayed and did severe penance. All the three gods of the 
Hindu Trinity, i.e. Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer, and Shiva the concluder 
appeared before the couple and requested them to ask for a boon. Upon the couple’s 
request, all the three Gods became their sons. Brahma became the sage known as 
Chandra representing the Moon God, Vishnu became the wise and enlightened sage 
Dattatreya, and Shiva became the angry sage Durvasa. 

During his forest sojourn, Lord Ram had visited him in the Dandakaaranya forest 
where the sage preached him the nuances of Dharma (Ramanya by Valmiki, Aranyakand, 
117). He was an authority on Dharma (tenets of righteousness, probity and propriety) and 
has been quoted in the Manusmriti (3/16) and the epic Mahabharata (in its Anushaashan 
Parva, 65/1). 

A separate text called the ‘Atreya Dharma Shastra’ is attributed to him. It has nine 
chapters that deal with Daan (charitable donations and gifts), Japa (prayers) and Tapa 
(austerity and penances). Other texts attributed to him are the “Atri Smriti’ and the ‘Atri 
Samhita’. The latter has roughly 400 verses and deals with the principles of Dharma. 

The Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 4 was revealed as an answer that sage 
Yagyavalkya gave to sage Atri when the latter approached the former to enquire about 
the secrets of the Atma. Incorporated in this answer is the importance of Kashi (Varanasi) 
as the Avimukta Kshetra—i.e. the place on earth that provides spiritual Mukti to the 
dying person. 


(35) Sabari/Shabari— According to the story of Ramayana, Shabari was a woman 
belonging to a forest tribe called ‘Shabari’. This tribe was classified as Shudras or lower 
caste, and sustained themselves by collecting and selling honey and fruits from the forest 
trees. Being of a low caste, she is said have been ostracized by others. She served a sage 
named Matanga very devotedly. The sage was a realised soul, and so pleased was he with 
her devotion and service that he blessed her at the time of leaving his body that she would 
find her emancipation and salvation when Lord Ram visits her while searching for Sita. 
Like her Guru, Shabari too left her mortal body after having the privilege of meeting and 
worshipping the Lord in person by lighting the pyre herself with her mystical powers. 
According to Adhyatma Ramayana of sage Veda Vyas, it was Lord Ram who had 
performed her last rites himself, a rare privilege that was even denied to his own worldly 
father Dasrath. 

Shabari used to live in the hermitage where earlier sage Matanga lived. This 
hermitage was near Mount Rishyamook where Sugriv, the exiled younger brother of the 
king of monkeys Vali, lived with his close confidantes Hanuman, Jamvant, Naal and Neel 
etc. This place was about ten Yojans or eighty miles from Kishkindha, the capital of the 
forest kingdom of which Vali was the king. 

There is a story about Lake Pampa on the banks of which she lived. The great 
sage Matang had his hermitage here. Shabari used to get up very early and clean the path 
around this lake before her Guru went there for his daily bath and other chores. It so 
happened that one day, the sages and seers who lived in that area saw her cleaning the 
path leading to the lake very early in the morning. Since she was of a low caste, they 
cursed and scolded her because they regarded her appearance as defiling the place. This 
misplaced notion of superiority and high stature immensely displeased the Lord. So as 
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soon as those haughty and proud sages went and took a dip in that lake, its water turned 
turbid, polluted and infested by warms and filth. When Sri Ram had gone there during his 
forest exile, the sages and seers requested him to purify that lake. Sri Ram, being all- 
knowing, knew the secret behind that pollution, and in order to teach those sages a lesson 
of their lives, he asked them to request Sabari to take a dip in it. As soon as she did it, the 
water regained its former pristine purity, and the lake its former exceptional scenic 
beauty. This made the haughty sages and seers feel ashamed at their ignorance and 
behaviour. 

According to the story of Ramayana, Sri Ram had visited her hermitage and 
enjoyed the fruits offered by her just like he would have enjoyed them if they were given 
to him by his mother. In the ‘Ram-Sarawali of Surdas’, verse no. 11, itis said that ‘Sabari 
was a long time ardent devotee and a humble follower of Raghupati (Sri Ram). He 
accepted and ate fruits offered by her, preached her on the concept of complete devotion, 
and then liberated her by giving her residence in his own abode.’ 

It was Shabari who had advised Sri Ram to go towards the Rishyamook mountain 
and make friends with Sugriv, the monkey king, who in turn would help the Lord in 
finding out Sita and freeing her from the clutches of her captors. 


(36) Sugriv—Sugriv and Baali/Vaali were two brothers, Baali being the elder sibling. 
They were the royal rulers of the monkey race and had their capital at Kishkindha. Once, 
a demon named Dundhubhi came to challenge Baali for a duel. Baali killed him and flung 
his dead body on the mountain called Rishyamook. Blood of the demon sprayed in all the 
directions, and this blood defiled a hermitage of a sage who lived on this mountain. So he 
cursed that if Baali ever came in that place he would die. It was out of this fear that Baali 
never came near Mt. Rishyamook. 

Earlier, the two brothers had very cordial relations. Once a demon named 
Maayaawi, the son of Maye, came to Kishkindha and challenged Baali. When Baali 
rushed towards him, the demon fled and hid inside a cave. Baali pursued him inside, but 
while entering the cave he told his younger brother Surgriv to guard the mouth of the 
cave and wait for him for at least a fortnight. Sugriv waited for one full month, but Baali 
did not come back. At the end of this period blood started seeping out of the mouth of the 
cave. Thinking that the demon has killed his brother and would come out to kill him also, 
Sugriv covered the mouth of the cave with a huge boulder and fled from there. When he 
returned to Kishkindha, the courtiers had no choice but to anoint him as the king in place 
of his brother whom they all thought was killed by the demon. 

Meanwhile it so happened that the blood that had seeped out of the cave’s mouth 
was that of the demon who was killed by Baali. When Baali came out, he did not find 
Sugriv, and to make matters worse he found the mouth of the cave closed by a heavy 
boulder. When he came back to Kishkindha he found Sugriv on the throne. Naturally of 
course he went mad with anger, and beat his brother mercilessly. Sugriv, though not at all 
at fault, tried his best to explain the situation to Baali, but the seed of misunderstanding 
and animosity was already sown, and seeing no way out, Sugriv fled with his life. Baali 
usurped the kingdom and the wife of Sugriv forcibly. Sugriv took refuge on Mt. 
Rishyamook because he knew that Baali would never come to harm here because of the 
sage’s earlier curse. 
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The story goes that on some previous occasion Baali had collected seven fruits of 
the coconut tree and kept them on the ground to take bath in the lake known as Pampaa. 
When he returned he found that a huge python was sitting on these seven fruits. This was 
tantamount to defiling the fruits and so Baali cursed the serpent that the seven fruits 
would pierce his body and grow into tall trees. When the mother of the serpent came to 
know of this curse, she also cursed Baali that anyone who would cut these seven coconut 
trees with a single arrow would be the one who would also kill him. 

Sugriv knew this secret, so he wanted to find out whether it would be possible in 
real terms for Sri Ram to kill Baali when he asked the Lord to fell the seven tall coconut 
trees with an arrow. This incident is narrated in the Kishkindha Kanda of the epic 
Ramayana. So when Sri Ram fell the seven trees with a single arrow, Sugriv knew that 
the Lord would indeed be able to kill his arch enemy Baali. 

With Sri Ram’s patronage and support, Sugriv went and challenged his elder 
brother Baali for a duel. Baali was absolutely stunned, as he had never expected Sugriv to 
ever have enough courage and strength to challenge him like this. His wife Taaraa also 
tried to dissuade him by pointing out that Sugriv has the support of Sri Ram who is the 
Supreme Being incarnate, but Baali was wiser because he decided that either way he was 
the winner. If he managed to eliminate Sugriv then he would get rid of this constant 
nuisance of a brother, and if he gets killed at the hands of Sri Ram then also he will be 
lucky as his emancipation and salvation was absolutely sure. Where, he thought to 
himself, will he get such an opportunity again in life. In the first bout, Sugriv got bruised 
and beaten badly. He limped back to Sri Ram and complained bitterly. The Lord replied 
that he did not shoot Baali because the two brothers looked exactly alike and he could not 
distinguish between them. There was a hidden message in this statement—the Lord 
wished to convey to Sugriv that for him all the creatures are alike. But at the same time 
he had to keep the words he had given to Sugriv that he would eliminate his enemy Baali. 
So the Lord put a garland around his neck, purportedly to identity him but actually to 
finally warn Baali that the victory of Sugriv is decided, and if he wants to save himself 
then he must make a truce. This time around too, Baali beat Sugriv black and blue. The 
Lord was watching the proceedings from behind a tree. When the situation became worst 
and Sugriv was about to be knocked down, the Lord shot an arrow that hit Baali and he 
fell down. 

It is said that Sri Ram had to shoot Baali from hiding because the latter had a 
boon which said that half of the enemy’s strength would pass on to Baali if the enemy is 
within his sight. Nevertheless, Baali felt privileged that the Lord of the world has himself 
killed him and given his soul the chance of finding liberation and deliverance from the 
fetters of the gross body of a monkey. At the time of death, Baali put his son Angad in 
the Lord’s custody. This showed that Baali was extremely prudent and wise. By 
entrusting the conqueror Ram with the safety and security of his son Angad he ensured 
that Angad would be safe from any kind of evil design of his uncle Sugriv who would 
now never try to kill him overtly or covertly. 

Besides this thing of the Lord giving Sugriv his word to kill his enemy and undo 
the grave injustice done to him and restore his dignity and right to the kingdom, there was 
another very important reason why Baali had to be eliminated. On some previous 
occasion a reciprocal military pact was made between Baali and Ravana that essentially 
said that they would not allow their respective territories to be used to launch an attack on 
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the other, and also that they would come to each others aid should either of them is called 
to do so. The story is that once Baali had put Ravana under his armpit for many days 
while the latter had gone to challenge the former when he was doing some worship. 
Peeved by Ravana’s arrogance and impertinence, Baali had tucked him under his arms to 
stop him from annoying him any further. When his worship was finished and he had 
returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he realised that Ravana was still squeezed 
under his armpit. So he released the latter and made a pact of friendship with him. This 
story is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Saar Kanda (Chapter 1), Sarga (Canto) 13, verse 
nos. 96-101. 

Since Sri Ram needed to cross the territory of Kishkindha and also take the help 
of the army of this place to launch an assault on Lanka it was militarily wise and prudent 
to eliminate the foe in the backyard. 

But the Lord knew the constraints under which he had to eliminate Baali though 
the latter had not offended the Lord in any manner whatsoever. The Lord was well aware 
of his responsibilities towards Angad and he wished to rectify this apparent biased action 
of his of killing Baali at the behest of Sugriv—so he ensured that the final right to the 
kingdom of Kishkindha went to the heir of Baali, instead of the heir of Sugriv, by 
appointing Angad as the heir-apparent or the prince regent, and declaring that though 
Sugriv was made the king of Kishkindha upon Baali’s death it was Angad who would 
succeed to the throne after Sugriv instead of any direct descendent of Sugriv such as his 
own son. 

The full story of Baali and Sugriv is narrated in detail in (i) sage Veda Vyas’ 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttarkand, Canto 3; (i1) Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand (Chapter), 
Sarga (Canto) 13, verse no. 140-152. 


(37) Seshnath—Lord Narayan or Vishnu is said to recline on the bedstead of Sheshnath 
or the legendary serpent of thousand hoods who floats on the calm waters of the 
Kshirsagar. It is believed that the world (earth) is supported on the hoods of Sheshnath. 
Now, let us examine their symbolisms. The word ‘Shesh’ means ‘leftover or 
remainder’, and ‘Naath’ means the Lord. At the time of conclusion of creation, 
‘something’ remains from which the new creation would come into being. It is this 
‘cosmic entity’ into which the previous creation collapses and dissolves at the time of its 
conclusion. It is from this ‘cosmic entity’, the ‘remainder’ of the last creation, that the 
first signs of the new creation would emerge. Hence, the Seshnath represents the cosmic 
entity that remains after the creation ends. He is the ‘Lord’ (Naath) of what remains of 
this creation. Since Lord Vishnu is the unquestioned ‘Lord and the Supreme Being’ of 
this creation who remains even after everything comes to an end, and it is from him that 
the next phase of creation emerges, he is depicted in the Purans and in iconography as 
being reclining on the Seshnath. Sheshnath also represents the sum total of all the souls in 
their subtle forms which have been leftovers from the previous generation or cycle of 
creation, hibernating and waiting for the opportune time to remerge as a new creation. 


T= 
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(38) The Trinity Gods = (a) Brahma the creator, (b) Vishnu the sustainer and protector, 
and (c) Shiva the concluder. 

(a) Brahma the creator— Prajapati Brahma—He is a manifestation of the supreme cosmic 
transcendental Creator known as Brahm, the Supreme Being. In his role as the creator of 
the visible creation, this Supreme Being came to be known as Brahma, the creator of the 
gross world. It is believed that Brahma was born atop the divine lotus that emerged from 
the navel of Lord Vishnu, also known as the Viraat Purush, when the latter was reclining 
on the celestial ocean of milk known as the Kshirsagar. Hence, he is known as “‘Naabhij’ 
or the one who was born from the navel (Naabhi). He is known as ‘Kanja’ (born from the 
water) because a lotus is born in the water. 

Brahma is one of the three deities of the Trinity, the others being Vishnu and 
Shiva. While Vishnu sustains and protects this creation and Shiva concludes it, it is the 
duty of Brahma to start the new creation in its next cycle. Thus, Brahma is the seed of all 
that exists. This significance is reflected in Brahma pronouncing the three essential words 
at the beginning of creation—viz. “Bhu’, “Bhuvaha’ and ‘Swaha’ from which came into 
being the terrestrial world, the subterranean world and the heavens respectively. The 
knowledge that is required to run this wheel of creation as well as the worlds that were 
created are represented by the four Vedas that Brahma pronounced—viz. the Rik, the 
Sam, the Yajur and the Atharva. 

There are a number of epithets applied to him and used as synonyms to mean him. 

He is called ‘Hiranyagarbha’ meaning the golden cosmic egg from which the 
creation emerged. 

He is known as ‘Prajaapati’ which means the Lord who takes care of his subjects, 
because as the creator of this world he loves it and is responsible for its welfare. Brahma 
is called ‘Prajapati’ because he is the God who is responsible for the welfare of all the 
subjects of this vast creation without having any distinction between them. Since Brahma 
is the creator, he is like the father, and since he has established the laws that are to be 
followed by the subjects of this creation he is also like the king who decides the laws that 
form the codes of conduct in his realm. 

He is known as ‘Pitaamaha’ meaning the great grandfather of creation. He is 
called ‘Vidhata’ or ‘Vidhi’ because he determines the destiny of all that exists. He is 
known as ‘Dhaatar’ because he sustains the world. Since he has created the world 
according to his own plan, he is called the ‘Vishwakarma’, the architect of the universe. 

From the metaphysical perspective, Brahma represents the first Tattwa or the first 
element in the process of creation—an element that is less subtle than the cosmic 
Consciousness known as Brahm but almost near to it. When the Supreme Being known 
as the ‘Brahm’ decided to create, he became ‘Brahma’. He is also known as 
‘Swayambhu’ meaning self created because he has no one from whom he is born. 

Saraswati, the patron goddess of learning, wisdom and speech, is his divine 
consort. According to the Purans, his consort is also known as Brahmaani, the female 
aspect of Brahma. 

The great sages Marichi, Atri, Angiras etc. are his mental-born sons, while Manu 
(who is equivalent to the Adam of the Bible) is his grandson. 

Brahma is the patriarch of the creation and he has certain characteristic qualities 
which are exclusive to him and which make him the nearest analogue to Brahm, the 
Supreme Being who is the Supreme Soul of the cosmos. Brahma has the power to create 
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and control destiny—and therefore he virtually decides the time of annihilation or death 
of the world, though the actual task of annihilating or ending this world or causing death 
is delegated to Lord Shiva, but the mandate to do so comes from the supreme authority, 
who is not Brahma but Brahm, but the former has been delegated this authority by the 
latter. Brahma unfolded the world when he turned his head in the four directions and 
uttered the four basic words Bhu, Bhuvaha, Swaha and Maha (symbolising the creation 
of the earth, the sky, the heavens and the great creation having countless varieties and 
numbers of creatures, small and big, who would populate it) as well as the Vedas (Rig, 
Yajur, Sam and Atharva) and the profound body of wisdom and knowledge contended in 
them. (See Mahopanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 9 of the Sam Veda tradition). Knowledge, 
wisdom and enlightenment are the chief characteristic of Brahm represented by the 
Atma/soul. Brahma also has these characteristic features because he is the one who has 
not only created the physical world but also the great body of knowledge in the form of 
the Vedas. 

Brahma is depicted as a white-bearded and learned grandfather of creation. This is 
a symbolic way of saying that he is the oldest and wisest one amongst all those who live. 
Even Vishnu and Shiva and all the other Gods are much younger to him. Both the two 
Gods (Vishnu and Shiva) are known to exhibit some elements of Rajoguna and 
Tamogunas, i.e. they have some sort of worldly characteristics such as showing anger, 
having passion etc., or assuming different forms as in the case of their various 
manifestations, but Brahma, the old bearded patriarch, remains one original without any 
manifestation, much like the supreme Brahm who remains detached from and 
dispassionate towards the creation, although he is the cause of it, is responsible for it and 
is the resting place for it. 

In iconography, Brahma is depicted as an old sage with four heads or mouths that 
represent the four Vedas (Rik, Sam, Yajur and Atharva), the four Yugs (eras or epochs— 
Sata, Treta, Dwapar and Kali), the four main directions (north, east, south and west), the 
four Varanas (classes of the society—Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra), and the 
four Ashrams (phases of life—Brahmacharya, Grishastya, Vaanprastha and Sanyaas). 

His eyes are closed in deep meditation. He has four arms holding different things. 
These four arms represent the four quarters or quadrants. The arms hold the following 
things—the rosary known as the Aksha-mala, a brush made of Kush grass known as the 
Kurcha, a ladle known as the Sruk, a spoon known as the Sruva, a water pot called the 
Kamandalu, and a book known as the Pustak. 

The symbolism of these objects is the following—the rosary represents the factor 
of time; the water pot represents the cosmic gel from which the creation evolved; the 
brush, the ladle and the spoon represent the implements that are used for performing the 
fire sacrifice which in itself stands for the auspicious enterprise undertaken to ensure the 
welfare of the world; and the book stands for knowledge and skill. 

The posture of his arms, called ‘Mudra’, are two—one is ‘Abhaya Mudra’ 
meaning granting fearlessness, and the other is ‘Varada Mudra’ meaning to grant boons. 

He is depicted as either standing on a lotus or sitting on a Hansa or the Swan 
which stands for wisdom and discrimination. 

In a personified form he is said to be represented by the Brahmin class in the 
Hindu society because this class of people are supposed to be learned and wise. They act 
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as moral preceptors and advisors to the rest of the society. During fire sacrifices, the head 
priest is called the Brahma because he guides everyone else during the elaborate rituals. 

The Maho-panishad of Sam Veda, Canto 1, verse no. 8 describes how Brahma 
came into existence. The sweat drops from the forehead of Viraat Purush formed the 
water element which coagulated into the primary cosmic gel that glowed with energy. It 
was called the cosmic egg or Hiranyagarbha. It was from the latter that Brahma emerged 
atop a lotus. 

The Prashna Upanishad of Atharva Veda, in its Canto 1 says that the Sun God is 
the Prajapati because the Sun is responsible for life on earth. 

The Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, verse 
no. 38 says that Brahma the creator is one of the ten Digpaals or custodians of the ten 
directions of the celestial globe. He is the patron deity of the zenith and his abode, the 
Brahma Loka, is situated at a point between the exact north and the north-eastern 
direction. He is worshipped in that corner. Verse no. 39 says that he holds a lotus. 

The Devi Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 5 says that Brahma 
the creator is borne by the Mother Goddess, and is also her manifestation. The ‘Mother 
Goddess’ is actually a revelation of the dynamic powers, authority, strength and 
potentials of the supreme transcendental Brahm, the Supreme Being. The Goddess 
represents the dynamism of Brahm that is employed by the latter to create, develop, 
sustain, nourish, control and protect this creation, both at the macrocosmic level as well 
as the microcosmic level. Since Brahma is the God who carries out the function of 
creation, it is absolutely apt to call him a personification of Mother Goddess, or the 
revelation of dynamism of Brahm that resulted in the creation of this visible world. 

The four words pronounced by Brahma created the four basic components of the 
cosmos —‘Bhuw’ represented the earth/terrestrial world, ‘Bhuvaha’ represented the space 
between the earth and the heavens or the sky where the solar system is located, ‘Swaha’ 
represented the sky beyond the solar system; it means the heavens or the deep recesses of 
cosmos; inter galactic space, and ‘Janaha’ represented the creatures that inhabited and 
populated these three worlds. 


How Brahma was created from the auspicious quality called Sata Guna that dominated 
the initial stages of creation has been described from the metaphysical point of view in 
the Saraswati Rahasya Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, verse no. 49 as follows— 
“Prakriti (Nature) in which the dominant Guna or quality is pure Sata’ is called the ‘Maya 
that is predominantly auspicious”. 

The pure consciousness that is reflected in this Maya (Prakriti or Nature) which is 
dominated by the Sata Guna is known as ‘Aja’ or the creator Brahma’. [And this is why 
Brahma is regarded as being predominantly wise, learned and enlightened about spiritual 
and metaphysical matters inspite of the fact that he is neck deep in the process of 
creation, and is enchanted so much by his own creation and its astounding beauty that he 
remains perpetually enthralled and so completely enamoured by it that he appears, for all 
practical purposes, to be deeply engrossed in this perishable and finite world inspite of 
being the creator of the Vedas and their Upanishads that are the epitome of knowledge 
and wisdom regarding spiritualism.] (49). 

[Note--'Sata is the first of the three quintessential natural qualities that determine the 
basis nature, temperament and personality of the creature as an individual as well as the 
entire creation as a resultant composite affect of the characteristics of all the individual 
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units combined together to present a whole picture. Sata Guna is the quality which is 
regarded as the best quality present in a creature and it is marked by a predominance of 
auspiciousness, righteousness, virtuousness and noble qualities. It is marked by such high 
standards of ethical existence that have, as their characteristic features, such qualities as 
coolness of head, peace, contentedness, humility, devotion, wisdom, mercy, compassion, 
creativity, selflessness, service, righteousness, virtuousness, holiness and nobility of 
thought and action etc. As is evident, these qualities are the best qualities that one can 
have in him; they have a spiritual dimension to them; they are spiritually uplifting and 
give a divine halo to those who practice them. This quality creates an inherent affinity in 
a creature towards things in life which are of high moral value and uplifting for the soul 
rather than things which are demoting and denigrating for the spirit. 

The Sata Guna or quality is the veil covering the soul like a smoke covering the fire. 
A slight breeze will remove this smoke. Similarly a little bit of prayer and meditation will 
remove the Satwic desires; its removal requires the least effort. It is the foremost and the 
best amongst the three characteristics of a creature such as good and positive virtuous 
such as righteousness, creativity, noble deeds and thoughts, the positive qualities of 
service, benevolence, mercy, devotion, wisdom, holiness, piety etc. 

*Maya broadly means delusions creating powers of the Supreme Being. Maya is the 
indescribable and inconceivable cosmic dynamic power that the transcendental cosmic 
Consciousness known as Brahm employs to create delusions. The basic idea here is that 
Maya is like a transparent coloured sheet which covers the supreme ‘truth’ in the 
creation. Since it is transparent, it assumes the attributes of the ‘truth’ that it covers, 
because for all practical purposes an ordinary man in unable to see that veil because of its 
transparency. But at the same time, being tinged by different Gunas, the view of the 
‘truth’ as seen through the veil of Maya gets tainted or distorted proportionately. 

There is a simple way of understanding what is called ‘illusion and Maya vis-a-vis 
the Truth and Reality’. Let us take the instance of the lantern with the coloured glass 
chimney to visualise how this happens. The colour of the flame as well as the light that 
the lantern gives would obviously be affected by the colour of the glass chimney. At the 
same time, the chimney has no light of its own but when the wick is lighted the chimney 
begins to glow. This coloured chimney is like the veil of Maya surrounding the inner 
light of consciousness; it is the veil that hides the true colour of the consciousness and 
gives the latter its own hue. Maya has no effect upon the person who wishes to see the 
consciousness sans its interference just like the case when one can see the actual colour 
of the flame when he views it after removing the coloured glass chimney. Not only this, 
the colour of everything upon which this tainted light of the lantern falls would also be 
affected. In other words, the creature under the overriding influence of Maya begins to 
see the world with a tainted vision which is far removed from the truth. 

Maya hides the truthfulness of the Truth, and instead lends its own attributes and 
characteristics to that Truth known as the ‘Nirgun Brahm’ by the Upanishads when the 
latter is observed through this veil, while at the same time the Maya assumes the glorious 
attributes of Brahm itself just like the case of the lantern with the coloured glass chimney 
cited here. So, ignorant fools think that the Maya is the real thing, whereas they are 
actually seeing the ‘veiled truth’ as observed through this covering of Maya, because the 
actual ‘truth’ is hidden from view by this transparent sheet which has lend it its own 
colour and hue. As a result, that Nirgun appears to have some attributes, and it thereby 
becomes ‘Sagun’, or the one with attributes and characteristics, by the interference of 
Maya. 

As we have seen in verse no. 47-48 above, the three Gunas of Sata, Raja and Tama 
are the colours present in the Prakriti that forms a veil that covers the ‘truth’, and that is 
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why Maya prevents one to see and understand the ‘real’ nature and form of this ‘truth’ 
because of the intervention of these three tainting affects. 

Brahma the creator of the visible world is also known as Hiranyagarbha, the cosmic 
subtle body of the supreme transcendental Consciousness known as Brahm. This 
Hiranyagarbha was the first step in the process of evolution of creation because it 
represented Brahm’s auspicious desire to create; it marked the dominance of Sata Guna 
because the very desire to create as opposed to destroy is a good quality. When the 
process moved ahead, elements of grossness silently and imperceptibly crept in 
gradually, and the Hiranyagarbha transformed into Brahma the creator of the visible 
world. So while Hiranyagarbha is the finer aspect of the subtle body of Brahm, Brahma is 
the grosser aspect of the same subtle body at the cosmic level of creation. According to 
another version, Hiranyagarbha metamorphosed into the Viraat Purush, the macrocosmic 
gross body of Brahm, and it is from the latter that first Vishnu and then Brahma emerged. 
When Brahm woke up to the realities of life created by him, he was known as Vishnu, the 
sustainer and protector of creation. Since Brahma, the creator of the visible world, is the 
first auspicious step that the Supreme Being (Brahm) took in this process, he is marked 
by the predominance of Sata Guna. That is also why the Vedas were pronounced by 
Brahma himself.] 


Life span of Brahma—tThe Tripadvibhut Maha Naryan Upanishad of the Atharva Veda 
tradition, Canto 3, paragraph no. 8 describes the span of the life of Brahma, the creator. 
To quote— 

“One day-time of Brahma the creator consists of one thousand cycles of creation and 
destruction, with each cycle consisting of the 4-Yug period! according to the Hindu 
tradition. 

One night of Brahm has the same duration as his daytime. 

Therefore, the complete ‘day’ of Brahma as we humans understand this term to 
mean (i.e. one full cycle of day-time + night-time) would be equal to the total time taken 
for one day-time and one night-time according to Brahma’s measurement. 

During this one day of Brahma, the world known as the Satya Loka (the truthful 
heaven where Brahma and the other senior Gods such as Vishnu live) is created and 
destroyed once. [That is, one cycle of creation and destruction of heaven would be equal 
to one thousand such cycles on earth where mortal creatures live.] 

With this cosmic scale of measuring time, fifteen such days of Brahma would be 
his one ‘Paksha’ or fortnight. 

Two such fortnights would be Brahma’s one month. 

Two such months would be Brahma’s one season. 

Three such seasons would be one solstice in the year of Brahma. 

Two such solstices (i.e. the summer and the winter solstices) would make up one 
year of Brahma. 

According to this celestial measurement of time, Brahma’s one life consists of 
one hundred such years. 

This is said to be one life-span of Brahma the creator (8). 

[Note—'The four Yugs are the following four eras or phases of one cycle of creation and 
destruction—the first is the Sat-yug, the second is the Treta-yug, the third is the Dwapar- 
yug, and the fourth is the current Kali-yug. 

The Satayug which was the great Vedic period of fire sacrifices, the Tretayug 

culminated with the incarnation of Lord Ram, the Dwaparyug ended with Lord Krishna’s 
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incarnation, and the Kaliyug would end with the great deluge or Doomsday when the 
entire world would be drowned in water. The next Kalpa would come after that in a 
cyclic form. This happens because at the fag end of Kaliyug, sins and evils would have 
reached such a crescendo that the Supreme Being no longer is able to tolerate it though he 
is most tolerant, magnanimous and forgiving, and decides to finally wind up the whole 
thing by punishing the world by clean sweeping the slate. Only the righteous and 
auspicious few survive who would become the progenitors of the next cycle. 

The Satayug is also called Krityug because elaborate fire sacrifices were done during 
this phase. It is equivalent to 4800 divine years of Gods, and 17,28,000 human years. 

The Tretayug is equivalent to 3600 divine years of Gods, and 12,96,000 human years. 

The Dwaparyug is equivalent to 2400 divine years of Gods, and 8,64,000 human 
years. 

The Kaliyug is equivalent to 1200 divine years of Gods, and 4,32,000 human years. ] 


(39) Vaali/Baali was the brother of Sugriv and the king of Kishkindha, the kingdom of 
monkeys. See serial no. 36 above which narrates the story of Vaali/Baali and Sugriv 
together. 


(40) Vibhishan—He was the younger brother of Ravana of Lanka, and was a great 
devotee of Lord Vishnu. His life-sketch is described in (1) Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, 
Sarga (Canto) nos. 9-10; (ii) Adhyatma Ramayan by Veda Vyas, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 
1-2; Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand (Chapter 1), Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 1-24; 47-53. 

The wife of Vibhishan was named Sarmaa, and she was the daughter of Sailush. 
Refer: Anand Ramayan (of Valmiki), Saar Kand, Sarga 13, verse no. 66. 

When Hanuman had visited Lanka in the search of Sita, he had met Vibhishan 
first who had directed Hanuman to the place where Sita was seated in the Ashok grove. 
[Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai Line no. 2 of Doha no. 6 to Chaupai line no. 
5 of Doha no. 8.] 

Later on when Vibhishan tried to convince his brother Ravana to give Sita back to 
Ram and avoid the fierce war that would be ruinous for the clan, he was kicked by 
Ravana. So Vibhishan left Lanka and took refuge with Lord Ram. He was welcomed with 
open arms by the Lord and accepted warmly. [Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
Line no. 4 of Doha no. 40 to Chaupai line no. 2 of Doha no. 50.] 

It was Vibhishan who had finally helped Lord Ram to kill Ravana by telling him 
the secret of the latter’s immortality—the nectar that he held in his navel. Then Lord Ram 
had shot an arrow that sucked out this nectar which resulted in the death of Ravana. [Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai Line no. 1 of Doha no. 102 to Chaupai line no. 6 of 
Doha no. 103.] 

After the death of Ravana, Vibhishan was made the king of Lanka by Lord Ram. 
[Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 to line no. 6 of Doha no. 106.] 
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